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THE excavation here reported was one of 
three conducted in advance of the con­
struction of the Corbridge bypass (A69). The 

other two excavations dealt with the Agricolan 
fort at Beaufront House (Hanson et. al. 1979) 
and a series of ditches which may represent a 
marching camp (Jobey 1979). The present 
excavation comprised the investigation of an 
area 40 x 20 m square located south of the 
visible line of Dere Street, the embankment of 
which survives as a prominent monument in 
the field immediately to the north of the 
bypass. The site is now under the slip road at 
the A68 junction on the Corbridge roundabout 
centering on grid reference NT 984 653
(fig- 1).

The site had been prepared for excavation 
by the contractors of the roadworks, as a result 
the topsoil had been removed before archaeo­
logical investigation and the site (fig. 2) pre­
sented at the level of the underlying boulder 
clay with a remnant of the overlying stoney 
agricultural soil compacted by the action of the 
stripping machines onto and into the surface 
(Contexts 2, 7, 501, 503, 507). With a single 
exception, discussed below, only negative fea­
tures were present. Dere Street itself could 
only be discerned as a concentration of small 
stones embedded in the surface of the boulder 
clay.

Because almost no stratigraphy survived it is 
proposed to describe each of the located fea­
tures in turn, in their relative chronological 
order. This order being established either from 
the contents of the features or from their 
spatial relationships.

DERE STREET

Since the cremations dealt with below are 
aligned along the west side of Dere Street and 
the ustrinum is aligned along the east side, it 
follows that that road was an established route 
earlier than the use of the area for burials.

The line of Dere Street is well preserved in 
the field immediately north of the bypass site in 
the shape of an obvious agger standing some 
10 m high, as accentuated by differential ero­
sion of the surrounding landscape by plough­
ing. In the area under excavation nothing 
remained of roadside ditches and the road’s 
exact width could not be determined. Even 
with the degree of erosion encountered on this 
site, drainage ditches might have been expec­
ted to survive, but no such features were 
encountered and their very existence must be 
in doubt.

THE USTRINUM

On the western margin of Dere Street an area 
of fired red clay subsoil, covering an area of 
approximately 75 sq m, was investigated; this 
proved to be an ustrinum, or cremation area. 
Two features could be defined:

Context 11. An area of localized extensive 
conflagration centred around three charcoal- 
filled post settings (Contexts 11, lib , 11c). One 
of the settings, 11a, described an arc 1*25 m 
long by 0*5 m wide, suggesting that a curved 
screen of timbers had been erected at this 
point. The features had been reduced by 
ploughing and pre-excavation site preparation 
to their very lowest depths. Seven metres south 
west of Context 11 was a cobble platform 
(Context 13) 1-5 m square, capped by orange- 
red burnt clay (Context 12). Immediately south 
of the platform a spread of charcoal (Context



Fig. 1 Corbridge Bypass: Site location map. Copyright: Ordnance Survey.



15) fo rm ed  a c o m p o n e n t e lem e n t o f th e  co m ­
plex. T h is fe a tu re  m ay be in te rp re te d  as a 
crem atio n  p la tfo rm . Its co m p an io n  s tru c tu re  
(C o n tex t 110) ap p e a rs  to  rep re se n t a  less fo r­
m alized  se ttin g  fo r th e  fu n era ry  act.

T H E  E N C L O S U R E  (C O N T E X T  504)

T h e  fe a tu re  com prised  a d itch , w ith  a  d a rk  grey  
fill, ex ten d in g  fo r 15-5 m  from  th e  n o rth -w est 
c o rn e r  o f th e  ex cav a ted  area , an d  fo r an 
unknow n  d istance to  th e  no rth -w est. T u rn in g  
a t a righ t ang le  it ex ten d e d  fo r 20 m  to  th e  
sou th , a t w hich p o in t it h ad  b e e n  e ra se d  by 
m o d ern  d is tu rb an ce . T h e  w id th  o f th e  fea tu re  
varied  from  a m ax im um  o f 1-7 m  to  a m in im um  
o f 1-3 m. P o tte ry  fro m  th e  u p p e r filling (506) of 
C o n tex t 504 com prised  an  assem blage of 
R o m an  w ares covering  a span  from  th e  la te  
first to  m id -second  cen tu ries  a . d . (below  
p. 38). A  n u m b e r o f ob jects, includ ing  th o se  
elsew here  asso c ia ted  w ith  th e  ind iv idual c re ­
m ations, w ere  fo und  in 506, n o tab ly  fragm en ts  
o f th ree  glass b race le ts  (G lass nos 10, 12, 13 
below  p. 29) a gam ing  c o u n te r  (C at. N o. G lass
14), and  a co p p e r alloy b ea d  (C o p p e r A lloy  
no. 2), suggesting  th e  d isp lacem en t o f th e  co n ­
ten ts  o f n ea rb y  c rem atio n s e ith e r  in an tiq u ity  
or, m o re  likely , by m o d e rn  p loughing .

In  th e  la te  first o r early  second  cen tu ry , the  
in te r io r  o f th is fe a tu re  seem ed  to  hav e  b ee n  
p a r titio n ed , w ith  a sm all shallow  d itch  (C o n ­
tex t 502). T h e  m a te ria l rec o v ered  from  502 has 
th e  sam e d a te  ran g e  as th a t from  th e  en co m ­
passing  d itch  (506), suggesting  th a t b o th  fe a ­
tu res  a re  largely  co n tem p o rary  and  th a t they  
w en t o u t o f use a t th e  sam e tim e.

T h e  full n a tu re  o f th e  enc lo su re  cou ld  n o t be 
a sce rta in ed  from  th e  a re a  investiga ted . U n lik e  
th e  p re -R o m a n  rec tilin e a r  en c lo su re  excavated  
a t th e  ad jacen t site o f B ishop  Rigg, th e re  w as 
no ev idence o f a palisade (Jo b ey  1979). 
A lth o u g h  rec tilin e a r  enc lo su res a re  a fea tu re  of 
th e  p reh is to ric  landscape  o f th e  C o rb rid g e  
area , they  also  m ak e  an  ap p e a ran c e  in R om an  
fu n erary  con tex ts: th e  S h o rd e n  B rae  m a u so ­
leum , fo r in stance, is se t w ith in  a rec tilin ea r 
enc losure . A  n u m b e r o f ind ica to rs  p o in t to  the

stru c tu re  b e in g  o f R o m a n  d a te , th o u g h  th e  
absence  o f p reh is to ric  ce ram ics  c a n n o t b e  o f 
m a jo r  sign ificance g iven  th e  ra r ity  o f th is class 
o f a r te fa c t in  th e  reg io n  in  g en e ra l. A  s tr ik in g  
fe a tu re  o f th e  en c lo su re  is th a t it is la id  o u t w ith  
re g a rd  to  D e re  S tre e t w ith  th e  w es te rn  d itc h  se t 
u n ifo rm ly  p a ra lle l w ith  th e  e a s te rn  m arg in  o f  
th e  ro ad . I t  m u st a lso  b e  sign ifican t th a t, as fa r 
as th e  lim ited  ex cav a tio n s  cou ld  a sce rta in , n o  
c re m a tio n  lay  o u ts id e  th e  confines o f th e  e n c lo ­
su re. A  single b u ria l (C o n te x t 508) w as p la ce d  
in th e  to p  o f th e  fill o f th e  n o r th e rn  d itch ; th is 
c re m a tio n  is th e  la te s t o f th e  se ries in  d a te . T h e  
fac t th a t B u ria l 508 w as sitting  in  th e  d itch-fill 
suggests th a t by th e  m id d le  o f th e  seco n d  
cen tu ry  it w as no  lo n g e r a  sign ifican t su rfa ce  
fe a tu re , an d  th e  lack  o f any  la te r  R o m a n  
p o tte ry  suggests th a t th e  b u r ia l g ro u n d  w as n o  
lo n g e r u sed  a fte r  th is  p e rio d . O n  th e  b a lan c e  o f  
ev id en ce  a R o m a n , r a th e r  th a n  I ro n  A g e  o r  
ea rlie r , d a te  fo r th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f th e  en c lo ­
su re  is suggested .

T H E  B U R IA L S

Inside  th e  en c lo su re  a n u m b e r  o f c re m a tio n s  
w ere  lo ca ted . P lou g h in g  an d  soil m o v e m en t 
asso c ia ted  w ith  th e  p re p a ra tio n  o f th e  site  le ft 
th e se  in  an  ex iguous s ta te , all h ad  b e e n  re d u c e d  
to  th e  very  b o tto m  few  c e n tim e tre s  o f th e  
o rig ina l b u ria l p it an d  th e  c o n ten ts  h ad  b e e n  
sc a tte re d  th ro u g h  th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  soil. O n ly  
sm all p o ck e ts  o f b o n e  su rv ived , a n d  th e se  
rem a in s  h av e  b e e n  lost by th e  e x p e r t en g a g ed  
to  study  th e  h u m a n  rem ains.

Context 502
S et in to  th e  backfill o f th e  p a r ti t io n  w as a 
sha llow  d ep re ss io n  filled w ith  ch a rco a l w hich  
m ig h t hav e  fo rm e d  p a r t  o f an  o th e rw ise  e ra d i­
c a te d  c rem atio n . N o  b o n e s  o r  g rav e  goods 
w ere  found .

Context 508
T his b u ria l, in  a d ep re ss io n  c.1-0 m  in  d ia m e te r , 
w as d ug  in to  th e  backfill o f th e  n o r th e rn  d itch  
o f  th e  rec ta n g u la r  s tru c tu re  (C o n te x t 506).
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Fig. 2 Corbridge Bypass: Plan of excavated features.
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T h e  d itch  p ro d u ce d  m a te ria l d a tin g  up  to  th e  
m iddle o f th e  seco n d  cen tu ry .

T h is bu ria l w as th e  rich est o f th o se  found , 
th e  surviving g rave goods com prising  tw o co p ­
p e r  alloy rings, iro n  nails, a  co p p e r alloy  b ead , 
one frit m e lon  b ead , a p o tte ry  lam p an d  an  
en am elled  vase. T h ese  item s a re  d iscussed  in 
th e  ap p ro p r ia te  sp ecia list rep o rts .

T h e  g rave goods, as a g roup , p o in t to  a  G allic  
sou rce  an d  p ro b ab ly  reflec t th e  orig ins o f th e  
deceased . T h e  lam p is o f m icaceous fabric, 
p ro b ab ly  from  L ezoux; th e  p resen ce  o f a single 
m elon  b ead  in th e  g rave p o in ts  to  a  r itu a l b es t 
exem plified  in G au l, w hilst th e  b ro n ze  vase is 
m a tch ed  in tech n iq u e  an d  shape by finds in 
so u th e rn  an d  ce n tra l G aul. A  d a te  a f te r  th e  
m idd le  o f th e  seco n d  cen tu ry  is in d ica ted  by 
th e  s tra tig rap h ica l C o n tex t o f this burial.

Context 509
T h e  c rem atio n  w as to  th e  w est o f th e  p a rtitio n  
d itch  502 in a  shallow  d ep ressio n  0*5 m  in 
d iam ete r; th e  on ly  surviving co n ten ts  w ere  
frag m en ts  o f an  un iden tifiab le  iron  o b jec t o r 
ob jects and  a q u an tity  o f charcoal.

Context 511
A  well defined  a re a  o f b u rn t clay, cu t by th e  
p a rtitio n  d itch  502, w hich co n ta in ed  rem ains o f 
a Sam ian  bow l an d  a coa rsew are  ja r  (P o tte ry  
nos 102-104), d a tin g  to  th e  la te  F lav ian  period . 
E ven  th o u g h  th is does n o t re p re se n t a c re m a­
tion  in itself, it m igh t no t b e  to o  fa r-fe tch ed  to  
associa te  th is assem blage w ith food  offerings in 
th e  v icinity  o f u n d e te c te d  burials.

Context 513
A  su b -rec tan g u la r d ep ression , 0*75 X 0*5 m, 
p ro d u ced  a q u an tity  o f calc ined  h u m an  b one  
and  th e  rem ain s o f an  am p h o ra . T h e  am p h o ra , 
of S outh  G au lish  orig in , w hich had  been  
red u ced  to  several h u n d re d  sherds by th e  
tracks o f th e  s tripp ing  m ach ines, was o f K ea y ’s 
T arraco n n en sis  F ab ric  13 (K eay  1984).

Context 514
C u ttin g  th ro u g h , an d  partly  lying on , th e  gravel 
of D ere  S tre e t was a m o d ern  field d ra in  of

c.1‘20 m  w id th . I t  co m p rised  la rg e  flags f lan k e d  
by  a  k e rb  o f u n d re sse d  stones. T h e  w h o le  
s tru c tu re  w as se t in  a b e d  o f sandy  g ravel. N o  
ce m e n t o r m o r ta r  w as u sed  in  th e  s tru c tu re  an d  
th e re  w as no  ev id en ce  to  suggest th a t it  h a d  
b e e n  d es ig n ed  as a  w a te rp ro o f  ch an n el. F ra g ­
m en ts  o f p o s t-m e d iev a l p o tte ry  w as fo u n d  
am o n g  th e  flats.

D e sp ite  th e  p ro x im ity  o f th e  C o rb rid g e  
aq u e d u c t, w hich  p re su m a b ly  d rew  its flow  fro m  
th e  C o r B u rn , th is fe a tu re  c a n n o t b e  id en tified  
as R o m an . I t cou ld  n o t  fu n c tio n  as a  w a te r  
ch a n n e l h av ing  n o  w ate rp ro o fin g . M o re o v e r  it 
ap p e a rs  to  fall aw ay to  th e  n o r th  an d  n o t in  th e  
so u th e rly  d ire c tio n  re q u ire d  by  an  a q u e d u c t 
se rv ing  th e  fo rt. S ince th e  e n tire  a re a  is in te r ­
laced  w ith  field d ra in s  th is  fe a tu re  is b e s t 
in te rp re te d  as p a r t  o f  a lan d  d ra in a g e  system  
p re d a tin g  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f co m m erc ia lly  
p ro d u c e d  tu b u la r  d ra in s  in  th e  n in e te e n th  
cen tu ry .

D IS C U S S IO N

T h e  b u ria ls  d iscussed  in  th is  re p o r t  a p p e a r  to  
b e  re la te d  to  th e  e a rlie s t n o r th e rn  ce m e te ry  of 
th e  fo rt a t C o rb rid g e . T h e  d a te  o f  th e  S am ian  
an d  co arse  p o tte ry , ev e n  allow ing  fo r an  h e ir ­
loom  effec t, p o in ts  to  ac tiv ity  s ta rtin g  in  th e  
la te  first o r  ea rly  se co n d  ce n tu ry , a d a te  w hich  
co incides w ith  th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f th e  T ra ja n ic  
fo rt.

T h e  b u ria ls , ju d g e d  by th e  ad m itte d ly  p o o rly  
surv iv ing  m a te ria l ev idence , do  n o t a p p e a r  to  
be  o f h igh s ta tu s . A n  ex cep tio n  to  th is  s ta te ­
m e n t m ay b e  m a d e  fo r 508, w h ere  th e  g rave  
goods in d ica te  a h ig h e r  level o f d isp o sab le  
w ealth . T h e  in d ica tio n  th a t th is  b u ria l is o f  a 
G au l, o r  so m e o n e  w ith  close co n n e c tio n s  w ith  
G au l, m ay  exp lain  th e  a p p a re n t d ev ia tio n  fro m  
th e  n o rm al r ite  in th e  cem e tery . T h e  p rese n ce  
o f th e  b u ria l in th e  circum scrib ing  d itch , r a th e r  
th a n  in th e  en c lo su re  m ay, itself, in d ica te  th a t  
th e  d ea d  m ay have  b e e n  “ o u ts id e ’ th e  co m m u ­
nity no rm ally  using  th e  cem e te ry . T h e  r e g re t­
tab le  ab sen ce  o f a re p o r t o n  th e  in c in e ra ted  
bones p rec lu d es  any d iscussion  o f th e  sex  o f th e  
d eceased  an d  possib le  co n n e c tio n  w ith  th e



e th n ic  o rig in s o f  m e m b ers  o f th e  m id -seco n d  
c e n tu ry  g a rriso n .

R e c o n s tru c tio n  o f  th e  fu n e ra ry  r ite  is diffi­
cu lt s ince  so m an y  o f th e  b u ria ls  an d  th e ir  
ac co m p an y in g  a r te fa c ts  h av e  b e e n  sc a tte re d  by 
p o s t-R o m a n  a g r ic u ltu ra l ac tiv ity ; a t b e s t an  
a g g re g a te d  v iew  m ay  b e  ta k en .

T h e  d is tin c tio n  b e tw e e n  th e  ac t o f c re m a tio n  
an d  th e  ac t o f  in te rm e n t is c lea rly  defined , th e  
fo rm e r  ta k in g  p lace  to  th e  e a s t o f  D e re  S tre e t 
in a re se rv e d  a re a  w hich  w as, p resu m ab ly , u sed  
o v e r an d  o v e r again . T h e  ev id en ce  o f  p o s t 
se ttin g s in th e  ustrinum suggests th a t th e  use o f  
e la b o ra te  ra ise d  p y res  w as so m e tim es  a fe a tu re  
o f th e  r ite .

T h e  ab sen c e  o f p in s o r  fibu lae  m ay  in d ica te  
th a t th e  c re m a te d  b o n es  w ere  d e p o s ite d  d ire c t­
ly in to  th e  g ro u n d , r a th e r  th a n  b e in g  w rap p ed . 
A  n u m b e r  o f  glass b rac e le ts , n o n e  d irec tly  
asso c ia ted  w ith  a b u ria l, if n o t s c a tte re d  fro m  a 
sing le g rave , m ay  re p re se n t a specific e le m e n t 
o f th e  fu n e ra ry  rite . N o  b ra c e le t w as co m p le te , 
p e rh a p s  show ing  th a t th ey  w ere  b ro k e n  as p a r t 
o f  th e  r ite  a n d  on ly  p a r ts  o f  th e  w ho le  a r te fa c t 
w ere  le ft w ith  th e  d ea d . I t is n o t c lea r, in  th e  
ab sen c e  o f  s tra tig rap h y , w h e th e r  th e  p o tte ry  
w as co m m itte d  to  th e  g rav e  o r  u sed  by  th e  
living a t th e  b u r ia l ce rem o n y  o r in  su b se q u e n t 
c o m m e m o ra tio n s  o f th e  d ead . T w o fra g m en ts  
o f m e lte d  glass suggest th a t so m e vessels 
p assed  th ro u g h  th e  c re m a tio n  fires th o u g h  n o  
o th e r  class o f  m a te r ia l seem s to  h av e  b ee n  
s im ilarly  tre a te d . T h e  p re se n ce  o f f ra g m en ts  o f 
g lass cups an d  b o ttle s  m ay  b e  a d d itio n a l ev i­
d en c e  fo r  th e  c e le b ra tio n  o f  g rav es id e  ritua ls . 
T h e  o c c u rre n ce  o f th e  u p p e r  h a lf  o f an  
a m p h o ra  w ith  b u ria l 513 cou ld  b e  ind ica tive  o f  
a  lib a tio n  fu n n e l b e in g  p la ce d  o v e r th e  g rave  
b u t th is  ev id en ce  sho u ld , p e rh a p s , n o t b e  
p ressed .

T h e  p re se n c e  o f  an im al b o n es , u n fo rtu n a te ly  
o n ce  ag a in  s c a tte re d  across th e  a rch aeo lo g ica l 
h o rizo n , in v ites  sp e cu la tio n  as to  th e  ho ld in g  o f  
fu n e ra ry  fea sts  o n  th e  site. W hilst allow ing  fo r 
th e  fac t th a t som e a t le as t o f  th e  b o n es  cou ld  
h av e  re a c h e d  th e  site  in  a  p o s t-R o m a n  co n tex t, 
th e  species fist is suggestive  w ith  a d o m in an ce  
o f  h o rse  d e riv e d  fro m  m o re  th a n  o n e  in d iv id ­
ual, as w ell as cow , p ig  a n d  sheep . T h e  co n d i­

tio n s o f survival tilt th e  an im al rem ains tow ards 
th e  recovery  o f  te e th  b u t equally , it cou ld  be 
a rg u ed , th e  use o f h ead s ra th e r  th an  w hole 
carcasses m igh t rep re se n t a fe a tu re  o f ritual.

T h e  co n finem en t o f th e  buria ls  w ith in  an  
en c lo su re  supposes an  a u th o rity  w hich defined  
bu ria l space in re la tio n  to  th e  fo rt an d  m a in ­
ta in ed  a d eg ree  o f co n tro l o v er th e  use o f th a t 
space , w hilst co n tin u ity  o f r itu a l, ev id en ced  by 
th e  fo rm alized  ustrinum, m ay  ind ica te  a p ro ­
fessional class o f u n d e r ta k e rs  being  associa ted  
w ith  th e  fo rt and  its p o p u la tio n .

T h e  en d  o f bu ria l activ ity  sho rtly  a f te r  th e  
m idd le  o f th e  second  cen tu ry  m ay be illusory  
since on ly  a sm all a re a  o f th e  en c lo su re  was 
ex am ined  and  th a t closest to  th e  access ro ad  
an d  ustrinum. It rem ain s an  o p en  q u es tio n  as to  
w h e th e r  o r n o t th e  cem e te ry  sp rea d  to  th e  w est 
an d  la te r  bu ria ls  a re  to  be  fo und  ou ts id e  the 
ex cav a ted  area .

C O N T E X T  D E S C R IP T IO N

1 L in e a r  fe a tu re  m a d e  up  o f tw o p ara lle l 
lines o f sto n e  blocks, se p a ra te d  by a 
flagged floor. In  a b ed d in g  o f sm all riv er 
w ashed  cobb les, se t in clay

2 T opso il an d  ru b b le
3 G rav e l su rface to  ea st o f 1 w ith  sm all 

river w ashed  cobb les
4 L arge flags fo rm ing  base  o f 1 (co n ta in s  

m o d e rn  p o tte ry )
5 Sm all r iv e r w ashed  cobb les in g ravelly  

su rface  to  w est o f 1
6 T opso il an d  b row n  clay
7 T opso il in A 2/A 3
8 L an d  d ra in  in  A 2  ru n n in g  N o rth -S o u th
9 C ircu lar m ark s o f b rig h t o ran g e  clay 

bu rn in g  in line N -S
10 C h arco a l an d  bu rn in g  w ith in  layer 9
11 C h arco al sp rea d  in te rm in g led  w ith  re d ­

dish  b ro w n  clay
12 S ou th  o f 9 and  10, o ran g e -red  b u rn t clay 

ru n n in g  in  E a s t-W e s t d irec tio n
13 U n d erly in g  12. S eries o f  faced  s to n es an d  

an g u la r cu t stone . F o rm in g  a layer o r 
cobbling.



14 S u rro u n d in g  la rge  s to n es, p ro b ab ly  
rem ain s o f layer 1, an g u lar sto n es

15 R e c tan g u la r  area, o f ch a rco al ab u ttin g  13
16 U n d erp in n in g  o f d o u b le  faced  s to n es 1 

fo rm ing  th e  side o f th e  field d ra in . Sm all­
ish an g u la r s tones slightly  below  level o f 
flagstones 4

17 P ack ed  clay u n d e r  16
18 S andy g ravel below  field d ra in
19 O ra n g e  b u rn t clay below  13

501 O ra n g e  clay
502 G re y  clayey fill o f p a r titio n  d itch  502

503 O ra n g e  clay
504 T o p so il o f n o r th -e a s t ex ten s io n
505 D a rk  soil
506 D itc h  o f  b u r ia l en c lo su re
507 D a rk  B ro w n  soil a n d  an g u la r  s to n es
508 G ra v e  g ro u p  in  506
509 S m all sha llow  p it
511 B u rn t a re a  in  o ra n g e  clay
512 C o b b les
513 C re m a tio n  w ith  a m p h o ra
514 P it w ith  b o n e  fra g m en ts
515 P it
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Objects o f  Copper A lloy
1. Sf. N o. 1 C o n te x t 1

B rac e le t fo rm ed  fro m  ro u n d  ro d  
D iam ete r: 7 cm 
D ia m e te r  o f rod : 0-5 cm

2. Sf. N o. 15 C o n tex t 506
B iconical s tu d  
D iam e te r: 0.8 cm 
H eigh t: 1-2 cm

3. Sf. N o. 13 C o n te x t 506
B ro n z e  b o lt lock  p in  
L en g th : 3*2 cm

4. Sf. N o . 14e C o n te x t 508
G lo b u la r  b e a d  
H eig h t: 1 cm  
D ia m e te r: 1.1 cm  
In te rn a l d ia m e te r: 0.65 cm



5. Sf. N o. 14c C o n tex t 508
T w o  rings o f sq u a re  sec tio n  rod . 
D ia m e te r: a) 2*2 cm  b) 2 cm  
D ia m e te r  o f section : a) 0-4 cm  

b) 0*35 cm
6. Sf. N o. 14 C o n te x t 508

7 fra g m en ts  fro m  th e  sh o u ld e r  an d  rim , 6 
d am ag e d  tra p e z o id  side p an e ls  an d  2 
fra g m en ts  fro m  th e  fo o t o f an  h ex ag o n al 
vessel, ta p e r in g  to  th e  b o tto m . V essel is 
in la id  w ith  g ree n  an d  b lu e  en a m e l in 
ch am p lev e  te ch n iq u e . T h e  tra p e z o id a l 
w all p an e ls  a p p e a r  to  hav e  b e e n  so l­
d e re d  to g e th e r  o rig inally . A  h o le  in th e  
su rv iv ing  p a r t o f th e  sh o u ld e r  suggests 
th a t a p a ir  o f  ring  s tap le s  once  su p p o rte d  
a lo o p  h an d le .
H e ig h t o f  sh o u ld e r  an d  neck: c .l cm 
D im en sio n s  o f side panels: 
c. 8 cm  x  3 cm  ( to p ) x  0-8 cm  base. 
H e ig h t o f foo t: 1*8 cm  
O v era ll heigh t: e l l  cm  Fig. 3 

T h is vessel ap p e a rs  to  be  an  u n p re c e d e n te d  
find in B rita in . In  fo rm  it is p a ra lle led  by 
q u o te d  exam ples  in L yon , B o n n , Schw arze- 
n a c k e r  (S a a rlan d ) an d  R a b a t, th o u g h  n o n e  o f 
th e se  hav e  s tra tif ied  a rch aeo lo g ica l co n tex ts  
an d  n o n e  is in la id  w ith  en am e l; th e  illu s tra te d  
sp ec im en  fro m  L yon  b e in g  in la id  w ith  silver 
(B o u ch e r a n d  T ass inari 1976).

B u tch e r in h e r  d iscussion  o f en a m e lle d  a r te ­
facts g ro u p s  th em  in to  th re e  classes, acco rd in g  
to  th e ir  m an u fa c tu rin g  te ch n iq u e s  an d  co lou rs 
(B u tc h e r  1976). T h e  th ird  g ro u p  is ch a ra c ­
te rized  by  e leg an tly  sh a p e d  vases an d  ca n d le ­
sticks m a d e  by so ld e rin g  to g e th e r  co m p o n e n t 
e lem e n ts  o f th e  w ho le  o b ject. T h e  on ly  d a te d  
o b je c t o f th is  g roup , a vase fro m  A n g o u lem e , 
w as fo u n d  in  asso c ia tio n  w ith  la te  th ird -c e n tu ry  
coins, p re su m a b ly  as th e  c o n ta in e r  o f  a h o a rd .

T h e  im p o rta n c e  o f th e  C o rb rid g e  vase is th a t 
it h as  a d a te d  arch aeo lo g ica l co n tex t, being  
asso c ia ted  w ith  an  u n s ta m p e d  L o esc h k e  T ype 
IX  fac to ry  lam p  (fig. 4) o f th e  first h a lf  o f  th e  
seco n d  c e n tu ry  (b e lo w  p. 43). T h e  a sso c ia ted  
b u ria l, 508, is s tra tified  in th e  to p  o f th e  refill o f 
th e  n o r th  d itch  o f th e  fu n e ra ry  en c lo su re , a 
co n te x t p ro d u c in g  n o th in g  la te r  th a n  o f  m id- 
seco n d  c e n tu ry  da te .



T H E  R O M A N  G L A S S  (fig. 5) 
by J. P rice  a n d  S. C o ttam

Discussion

T h e  excava tions p ro d u ce d  a to ta l o f 38 fra g ­
m en ts  o f vessel glass, w indow  glass an d  o th e r  
ob jects . A ll th e  frag m en ts  w ere  w ell p rese rv e d  
w ith  very  little  ev idence o f w ea thering . T h e  28 
vessel frag m en ts  cam e from  a m in im um  o f 8 
item s; 2 cups (nos 1 -2 ), a jug  (no. 3), a fu rth e r  
item  of ta b lew a re  (no. 4), an  u n g u en t b o ttle  
(no . 5) an d  3 p rism atic  b o ttles. In  add ition , 2 
b ead s, 4 bang les an d  a  gam ing  c o u n te r  w ere  
found . N early  h a lf  th e  frag m en ts  w ere  in top - 
soil con tex ts . T h re e  fragm en ts cam e from  co n ­
tex ts  assoc ia ted  w ith  th e  a re a  of c re m atio n  
pyres an d  o n e  (th e  m e lo n  b ead , no. 9) cam e 
fro m  a  shallow  crem ation .

N o. 1 is a b ody  frag m en t fro m  a  th in -w alled , 
s tra ig h t-s id ed , w heel-cu t cup. P ale  g reen  an d  
g reen ish  co lou rless glass was q u ite  fre q u en tly

used  in  th e  m a n u fa c tu re  o f ta b lew a re s  in  th e  
la te r  first cen tu ry ; flasks, cy lindrica l b o ttle s  an d  
b e a k e rs  h av e  b e e n  n o te d  in  th e se  co lou rs. T h e  
cu rved  rim  an d  s tra ig h t sided  b ody  o f no . 1 
suggest th a t it com es fro m  a  fo rm  o f cup  m o re  
fully illu s tra te d  by w ell p re se rv e d  g reen ish  
co lou rless exam ples  w ith  s tro n g  ca rin a tio n s  
and  tu b u la r  p u sh e d -in  b ase  rings fro m  G o r- 
h am b u ry , H e r tfo rd sh ire  (N eal e t  al. 1990, 201 
fig. 163 no. 35) and  fro m  an  ea rly  seco n d  ce n ­
tu ry  c re m a tio n  b u ria l a t S ta n s te a d , E ssex  
(P rice  an d  C o tta m  fo rth c o m in g  no . 2).

T w o co lou rless b o d y  frag m en ts , o n e  of 
w hich has h o r iz o n ta l w h ee l-cu t lines (no . 2), 
m ay  also  com e fro m  a cy lindrica l d rin k in g  cup  
w ith  a c rack ed -o ff an d  g ro u n d  rim . T h e  w all o f 
th e  vessel is slightly  th ic k e r  th a n  th a t o f no . 1, 
suggesting  th a t th e  fra g m en ts  co m e fro m  a 
seco n d  cen tu ry  cup. T h ese  cups a re  d iscussed  
in d e ta il in  co n n e c tio n  w ith  a t least th re e  
exam ples fro m  an  A n to n in e  p it a t  H arlo w , 
E ssex  (P rice  1987, 2 0 2 -3  nos 8 -1 0  fig. 2). S ev ­
era l a re  k n o w n  fro m  n o r th e rn  B rita in , includ-
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ing  a  w ell p re se rv e d  cu p  fro m  H a rd k n o tt,  
C u m b ria  (C h arle sw o rth  1959a, 3 7 -8  fig. 3), an d  
a n u m b e r  fro m  p rev io u s  ex cav a tio n s a t C o r­
b rid g e  (C h a rle sw o rth  1959b, 49 fig. 7 no s 9, 10 
& 11; A lle n  1988, 293 no . 3 9 -40a , fig. 132). 
A lte rn a tiv e ly , it is possib le  th a t th e se  tw o  b o d y  
fra g m en ts  com e fro m  a co lou rless , cy lindrical 
w h ee l-cu t b o ttle ; a  la te  se c o n d -e a r ly  th ird  ce n ­
tu ry  fo rm  a lre ad y  k n o w n  fro m  C o rb rid g e  
(C h a rle sw o rth  1959b, 54 fig. 10 no . 1).

N o. 3 a b lu e /g reen  ju g  h an d le , h as  b ee n  
sligh tly  d is to rte d  by  h ea t. N ev e rth e le ss , it can  
b e  id e n tif ied  as com ing  fro m  th e  a n g u la r  r ib ­
b o n  h a n d le  o f  a la te r  f irs t/m id -second  ce n tu ry  
jug. Jugs w ith  fo ld ed  rim s, long  cy lindrica l 
n eck s, a n g u la r  r ib b o n  h an d les  an d  conical, 
g lo b u la r  o r  d isco id  b o d ie s  a re  f re q u e n tly  fo u n d  
o n  F la v ia n -e a r ly  seco n d  c e n tu ry  sites in th e  
n o r th -w e s te rn  p rov inces. T h ey  w ere  m a d e  b o th  
in  s tro n g ly  c o lo u re d  an d  b lu e /g re e n  glass. T h e

body  o f th e  vessel m igh t be r ib b ed , as illu s tra t­
ed  by a  yellow /brow n discoid  ju g  from  a p it a t 
E n fie ld  (P rice  1977, 155 no. 2 pi. 18), o r p la in , 
such as g reen ish  conical jugs from  B a rtlo w  
H ills, E ssex  (G ag e  1834, 5 pl. II fig. 1) an d  
L o w er R u n h am s, K en t (M o n ck to n  1979, 120f. 
fig. 3).

T h e  tu b u la r  b ase  fragm en t, no. 4, ca n n o t be 
iden tified  precisely , a lthough  th e  co lo u r an d  
fo rm  of th e  base  in d ica te  th a t it com es fro m  a 
f irs t- th ird  cen tu ry  vessel, p ro b ab ly  a sm all 
bow l, o r p e rh a p s  a ja r  o r  jug.

C O N T A IN E R S

N o. 5 is th e  d is to rte d  u p p e r  body  o f a b lue / 
g ree n  u n g u en t b o ttle  o r sm all flask. U n g u e n t 
b o ttle s  an d  sm all flasks a re  fo und  q u ite  f re ­
q u en tly  o n  first an d  second  cen tu ry  sites, being



p articu la rly  asso c ia ted  w ith  b a th -h o u ses  an d  
burials. A lth o u g h  th e  sh ap e  o f th e  b ody  of 
no . 5 ca n n o t b e  d e te rm in e d , th e  ro lled -in  rim  
iden tifies it as a  seco n d  cen tu ry  vessel, co m p a­
rab le  w ith  vessels o f sev era l fo rm s from  Y o rk  
(H a rd e n  1962, 136-7, fig. 89, H G .49 , 231, 
103.1).

S ev en teen  frag m en ts  (o v er 71%  o f th e  vessel 
frag m en ts) w ere  from  b lu e /g reen  b o ttles . 
T h ese  w ere  u sed  in co n sid erab le  n u m b e rs  on  
o ccu p a tio n  sites o f th e  first an d  seco n d  ce n ­
tu ries  fo r th e  s to rag e  o f liqu ids an d  sem i­
liquids, an d  w ere  som etim es re -u sed  as 
c in e ra ry  u rn s  in buria ls , as a t Y o rk  (H a rd e n  
1962, 136 H G .53  pl.66). T h e  co m p le te  vessel 
had  a fo ld ed  rim , cy lindrical neck , an  an g u la r 
re e d e d  h an d le  (no . 6) a n d  e ith e r  a cy lindrical 
body , a sh a p e  res tr ic ted  a lm ost en tire ly  to  th e  
first cen tu ry , o r  a m o u ld  b low n po lygonal body , 
m ost usua lly  sq u a re . S q u are /rec tan g u la r b o t­
tles, th e  on ly  fo rm  to  be  iden tified  in this 
assem blage , w ere  in  use fro m  th e  m id-first to  
th e  la te -se co n d  cen tu ry . A lm o st all m o u ld  
b low n b o ttle s  have a ra ised  design  on  th e  
u n d ers id e  o f th e  base. C o n cen tric  circles, seen  
on  no. 7, a re  th e  m ost f re q u en tly  em p lo y ed  
m o tif  an d  w ere  p ro b ab ly  in te n d ed  to  s tren g th ­
en  th e  base  o f  th e  vessel w ith o u t significantly  
increasing  its w eight. B o ttle s  w ith  b ase  designs 
o f circles a n d  o th e r  geo m etric  m otifs h av e  b ee n  
fo u n d  in  so m e q u an tity  d u ring  p rev io u s exca­
vations a t C o rb rid g e  (see  C h a rlesw o rth  1959b, 
fig. 9 fo r a  ra n g e  o f th e  designs).

O B JE C T S

T h re e  classes o f o b jec t w ere  found ; beads, 
b ang les an d  a  c o u n te r  (nos 8-14). N o. 8 is a 
co m p le te  b lu e /g reen  a n n u la r  b ea d , a  type 
fo u n d  q u ite  fre q u en tly  o n  la te  I ro n  A ge an d  
R o m an  sites, b u t w hich  h as b ee n  difficult to  
d a te  w ith  p rec is io n  (G u id o  1 9 7 8 ,6 5 -6 6  g roup  6 
iia). E x am p les  a re  k n ow n fro m  a  la te  firs t-early  
second  c e n tu ry  co n tex t a t C a n n o n  S tre e t, L o n ­
d o n  (H a rd e n  1979 ,22  no . 53 fig. 12) an d  fro m  a 
fo u rth  cen tu ry  co n tex t a t F ro c e s te r  C o u rt villa 
(P rice  1 9 7 9 ,4 6  no . 58).

N o. 9 is a heav ily  w orn  frit m e lo n  b ead . T h e

b e a d  w as o rig ina lly  co v e red  w ith  a b r ig h t b lu e / 
g ree n  g laze. T h ese  b e a d s  a re  very  f re q u e n tly  
fo u n d  o n  sites o f th e  first a n d  ea rly  se co n d  
ce n tu ry , p a rticu la rly  th o se  c o n n e c te d  w ith  m ili­
ta ry  activ ity . M e lo n  b ead s h av e  n o t o f te n  b e e n  
n o te d  in  a sso c ia tio n  w ith  b u ria ls  in  B rita in , b u t 
single b ea d s  an d  sm all g ro u p s  hav e  b e e n  fo u n d  
in b u ria ls  in  th e  R h in e la n d , as in  th e  ce m e te ry  
at W e d era th -B e lg in u m , G e rm a n y  (H a ffn e r  
19 8 9 ,1 0 9 -1 1 , figs. 76 &  78 a n d  fro n tisp ie ce ).

F o u r  fra g m en ts  fro m  u n d e c o ra te d  b an g les  
w ere  found . T h ese  o b jec ts  a re  usua lly  p re ­
se rved  as fra g m en ts  an d  so m e d e b a te  su r ­
ro u n d s  th e ir  fu n c tio n  (S te v en so n  1976, 50 -3 ; 
P rice  1988, 354). A ll th e  b ang les  in  th e  assem ­
b lage, b u t p a rticu la rly  no . 10, h av e  n a rro w  
d ia m e te rs  an d  m ay  n o t h av e  b e e n  m a d e  to  b e  
w o rn  a ro u n d  th e  w rist o r  arm . G lass  b ang les  o f 
th e  R o m a n  p e r io d  w ere  d iv id ed  in to  th re e  
m ain  types by K ilb rid e -Jo n e s  (1938) an d  his 
d iv isions hav e  b e e n  p re se rv e d  in  su b se q u e n t 
s tu d ies  o f th e se  ob jec ts  (S te v en so n  1956 &  
1976; P rice  1988). N os 10-13 all com e fro m  
T y p e  3 bang les, a d iv e rse  g ro u p  w ith o u t th e  
b ro a d  co lo u re d  b an d s  o r  tw isted  cab les o f 
T ypes 1 an d  2.

N o s 10-12  a re  p la in , o p a q u e  w h ite  b an g les  
( ty p e  3a) a  fo rm  fre q u e n tly  fo u n d  o n  R o m a n  
an d  n a tiv e  sites in  n o r th e rn  E n g la n d  an d  s o u th ­
e rn  S cotland . K ilb rid e -Jo n e s  th o u g h t th a t th e  
c o n c en tra tio n  o f  th e se  b ang les  a t T ra p ra in  Law  
in d ica ted  a m a n u fa c tu rin g  c e n tre  (K ilb rid e- 
jo n e s  1938, 394) b u t th e  d is tr ib u tio n  p a t te rn  
now  reco g n ized  is n o t specific, an d  th e re  m ay 
have b e e n  sev era l c e n tre s  o f p ro d u c tio n . A t 
least 23 exam ples  co m e fro m  eas t Y o rk sh ire  
a lo n e  (P rice  1988, 36 3 -4 ) an d  n u m e ro u s  e x a m ­
p les a re  k n o w n  fro m  C u m b ria  an d  N o r th ­
u m b e rlan d . E v id e n ce  fro m  C o rb rid g e  an d  
V in d o la n d a  suggests th a t they  w ere  p ro d u c e d  
a t le as t as ea rly  as th e  la te  first c e n tu ry  (S te ­
v en so n  1976, 4 5 -6 ), a n d  th ey  p ro b ab ly  c o n ­
tin u e d  in  u se  in to  th e  seco n d  cen tu ry .

T y p e  3b b an g les  a re  sim ilar to  th o se  o f T y p e  
3a b u t a re  o p a q u e  yellow  (no . 13). T h ey  h av e  
b e e n  fo u n d  very  m uch  less f re q u e n tly  th a n  th e  
o p a q u e  w h ite  v arie ty . T h e  p re se n t d is trib u tio n  
suggests th a t th ey  a re  m o re  co m m o n  in  so u th ­
e rn  S co tland  th a n  n o r th e rn  E n g lan d . A  p o ssi­



b le  e x a m p le  o f  th e  ty p e  is a lre ad y  k n o w n  from  
C o rb r id g e  (K ilb rid e -Jo n es  1938, 381) a n d  a 
f ra g m e n t co m es fro m  W est W h elp in g to n , 
N o rth u m b e r la n d , n o rth -w e s t o f  C o rb rid g e  
(P rice  1989, 132-3). V ery  little  firm  d a tin g  
ev id en ce  ex ists  fo r T y p e  3b  bang les , a lth o u g h  
fra g m en ts  fro m  T ra p ra in  L aw  in d ica te  a  first- 
seco n d  c e n tu ry  d a te .

N o . 14 is a  sm all p lan o -co n v ex  c o u n te r , o f 
d a rk  g re e n  glass, ap p e a r in g  b lack  in n o rm a l 
light. C o u n te rs  w ere  m a d e  in sev era l co lou rs, 
p rin c ip a lly  “ b la c k ” an d  o p a q u e  w h ite  an d  a re  
fo u n d  on  sites o f all p e r io d s  o f R o m a n  o cc u p a ­
tio n , usua lly  in  sm all n u m b e rs . A  few  se ts o f 
m a tch in g  c o u n te rs  a re  k n o w n  fro m  b u ria ls , as 
a t O ld  N ew to n , S uffo lk , w h ere  5 w h ite  a n d  5 
b la ck  c o u n te rs  ac co m p an ie d  a c re m a tio n  (L ow  
1907/9, 257).

C a ta lo g u e  (fig. 5)
A b b re v ia tio n s
D  D ia m e te r
D im s D im en sio n s
H  H e ig h t
N D  N eck  d ia m e te r
P H  P re se n t h e ig h t
R D  R im  d ia m e te r
T  T h ick n ess

V essel G lass 
P a le  g ree n
1. C o n te x t 506
B o d y  fra g m en t, cy lindrica l cup. S tra ig h t side, 
tu rn in g  o u t sligh tly  below  rim . R im  ed g e  m iss­
ing. T h re e  c lo se-se t w hee l-cu t lines w ith in  b an d  
o f ab ra s io n  on  u p p e r  body . O ccasional sm all- 
m e d iu m  bu b b les . L igh t sc ra tches.
PH : 43 T: 1

C o lo u rle ss
2. C o n te x t 502
T w o  b o d y  frag m en ts , ? cy lindrica l cup. S tra ig h t 
side . B a n d  o f  a t  least tw o  h o rizo n ta l w heel cu t 
lines.
PH : 14 T: 2

B lu e /g reen
3. C o n te x t 506
T w o jo in in g  h an d le  frag m en ts , jug . P a r t o f

an g u la r r ib b o n  han d le . P ro m in en t ce n tra l v e r­
tical rib . H e a t d is to rted .
D im s: 23 X 19 T: 4-7*5

4. C o n tex t 3 C at. N o. 7
B ase fragm en t. T race  o f low er body  ta p e rin g  in 
to  tu b u la r  pu sh ed -in  base  ring, h o rizo n ta l base. 
B ase  edge  w orn . H eav ily  sc ra tched .
PH : 8.5 B D : 50 T: 1*5-3

5. C o n tex t 504
R im  an d  neck  fragm en t, u n g u en t bo ttle . S ligh t­
ly o u t tu rn e d  rim , ro lled -in  edge and  cy lindrical 
neck . M e lted  an d  d is to rte d  by hea t.
PH : 26*5 T: 1

A lso:-
C o n tex t 504— 2 jo in ing  convex body
fragm ents.
B lu e/g reen  B o ttles 
T w o cy lindrical neck  fragm ents:- 
C o n tex t 501— trac e  o f sh o u ld e r 
C o n tex t 502

O n e  sh o u ld e r  fragm ent:- 
C o n tex t 2

6. C o n tex t 504
H an d le  fragm ent. P a rt o f low er section  o f sm all 
an g u la r re e d e d  hand le . Seven vertical ribs. 
H eav ily  frac tu red .
P H : 24 T: 1-5-5-5

S q u are /rec ta n g u la r  b o ttle s

F o u r body  fragm ents:-
C o n tex t 507: C on tex t 506— 4 jo in in g
fragm en ts
P rism atic  b o ttle s

T w o u p p e r  b ody  fragm ents:- 
C o n tex t 4 C at. N o. 12

N ine b ody  fragm ents:- 
C o n tex t 504 
C o n tex t 3 C at. N o. 7 
C o n tex t 501— 2 fragm en ts 
C o n tex t 504



C o n tex t 506— 3 frag m en ts  
C o n tex t rem o v a l o f 15 
C o n tex t 502— m elted  
C o n tex t 3 C a t. N o. 7— m elted

7. C o n tex t 504
B ase fragm en t. T ra ce  o f edge o f body . Slightly 
concave base. R a ise d  design; 3 co n cen tric  cir­
cles, trac e  o f 4 th. W orn .
D  (o u te r  circle): 95 T: 6-7*5

B eads
8. C o n tex t 7 C at. N o. 4
C o m p le te  la rge  a n n u la r  bead . B lue/g reen . 
D -sh ap ed  section . O ccasional d a rk  streaks. 
B ubbly— fo u r b u b b le s  b ro k e n  a t surface .
H : 10*5-11*5 D : 22*5-23*5 D  (p erfo ra tio n ): 7

9. C o n tex t 508 C at. N o. 14
F rit m e lon  b ea d , p a r t  o f o u te r  su rface  m issing. 
14 sh o rt irre g u la r  g rooves. H eav ily  w ea th ered . 
H : 11-12 D : 14*5-15*5 D  (p erfo ra tio n ): 6*5

B angles
10. C o n tex t 506 C at. N o. 20
F rag m en t, c.50% , bang le . O p aq u e  w hite . 
U n ev en , n a rro w  D -sh ap ed  section . L igh t

pc
D  (in te rn a l): 46 H : 5*8-7*5 W: 7*3-8

11. C o n tex t 3 C at. N o. 17
F rag m en t, c.20% , bang le . O p a q u e  w hite . W ide 
tr ia n g u la r  section , ro u n d e d  apex. L ightly  
w orn.
D  (in te rn a l): 60 H : 8*5 W : 15

12. C o n tex t 506 C at. N o. 11
F rag m en t, c .20% , bang le . O p a q u e  w hite , g rey ­
ish tinge. T rian g u la r  section , ro u n d e d  apex. 
A p ex  heavily  w orn.
D  (in te rn a l): 55 H : 6 W : 10-10*5

13. C o n tex t 506 C at. N o. 12
F rag m en t, c.15% , bang le . O p aq u e  yellow . N a r­
row  D -sh ap ed  cross section . L igh t scra tches.
D  (in te rn a l): 55 H : 6 W : 10-10*5

C o u n te r
14. C o n tex t 501 C at. N o. 9

C o m p le te  p la n o -co n v ex  co u n te r. T ra n s lu c e n t 
d a rk -g re en . A p p e a rin g  b lack . L ig h t sc ra tch es 
on  u p p e r  su rface . L o w er su rface  w o rn  sm o o th  
in  p a tch es.
H : 6*5 D : 12*7-13*8

T H E  P O T T E R Y  (fig. 6)
by J. N . D o re  w ith  a c o n tr ib u tio n  by B re n d a
D ick in so n

IN T R O D U C T IO N
Samian

T h e  ab b re v ia tio n s  u sed  a re  as follow s: 
r  sh: rim  sh e rd  
w sh: w all sh e rd  
b  sh: base  sh e rd

SG : S o u th  G au lish  
C G : C e n tra l G au lish

D ech : D e c h e le tte  1904
O .: O sw ald  1936-7 
R ogers : R o g e rs  1974

Coursewares
F ab rics
T h e  fab ric  o f each  vessel w as e x a m in e d  in  th e  
h a n d  an d  u n d e r  a b in o c u la r  m ic ro sco p e  (X 20  
m agn ifica tion ) e q u ip p e d  w ith  an  ey e -p iece  
g ra ticu le  g ra d u a te d  in  m m . T h e  fo llow ing  
d e ta ils  w ere  reco rd ed :

C o lou r; B o d y  co lo u r ac ro ss th e  vessel-w all 
w h ere  necessa ry  w ith  co re , m arg in  an d  su rface  
co lou rs; p rec ise  M u n se ll v a lu es w ere  n o t re c o rd ­
ed  b u t a  se t o f M u n se ll Soil C o lo u r C h a rts  
(1975), re m o v e d  fro m  its b in d e r  a n d  m o u n te d  
o n  a  n e u tra l g rey ca rd , w as alw ays w ith in  sigh t 
d u rin g  th e  p o tte ry  p rocessing , in  o rd e r  to  p ro ­
v ide so m e d eg re e  o f v isual ca lib ra tio n  an d  
en su re  som e s ta n d a rd iz a tio n  o f  d esc rip tiv e  
m a te r ia l te rm s th ro u g h o u t th e  re p o rt. T h e  fo l­
low ing list gives an  ap p ro x im a te  c o rre sp o n d ­
en ce  b e tw e e n  th e  d escrip tiv e  te rm s  u sed  h e re  
a n d  M u n se ll codes:

O ra n g e  B ro w n  H u e  5 Y R ; o ra n g e /b ro w n  
and  D a rk  B row n: 5/6 &  5/8—6/6 & 6/8;
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O range/Red:
Red/Brown:

Pink:
Orange:
Orange/yellow:
Yellow:

d a rk  b row n: V a lu e  < 5 ,
C h ro m a > 2
2-5 Y R  5 /8 -1 0 R  5/8
H u e  2-5 Y R -1 0 R , V al-
u e < 5 , C h ro m a > 4
10R  6/4—6/6
a ro u n d  5 Y R  7/8
a ro u n d  7*5 Y R  7/8
H u es  10 Y R  an d  2-5 Y ,
V alu e  < 6 , C h ro m a >  4

Inclusion  T ype:
W ith o u t reco u rse  to  th in -sec tio n in g  an d  the  
p e tro log ica l m icroscope inclusions w ere only  
rec o rd e d  u n d e r  g en e ra l headings: e .g .:quartz , 
iron , vo lcanically  derived , lim estone , m ica etc.

Inclusion  Size:
T w o es tim a tes  o f th e  te x tu re  o f each  type w ere  
reco rded : th e  first re la tes  to  th e  size o f the  
m ajo r fraction , th e  seco n d  is th e  m ax im um  
grain  size. In  cases w h ere  th e  g rains w ere  well 
so rted  th e  tw o  e s tim a tes  hav e  th e  sam e value. 
Seven ca tego ries  w ere  used:

T ex tu re
T ex tu re
T ex tu re
T ex tu re
T ex tu re
T ex tu re
T ex tu re

1 (T l) :
2 (T2):
3 (T3):
4 (T4):
5 (T5):
6 (T6):
7 (T7):

n o t >0-1 m m  
n o t >0-2  m m  
n o t >0-5  m m  
n o t > 1  m m  
n o t > 2  m m  
n o t > 4  m m  
n o t > 8  m m

T h e  density  o f inclusions was ca tego rized  as 
“ sp a rse ” , “ c o m m o n ” o r “ a b u n d a n t” . I t w as 
judged  to  be  sparse  w hen  th e  a re a  o f vessel 
fab ric  falling u n d e r  o n e  o r  m o re  o f th e  ey e­
p iece g raticu le  cells d id  no t a p p e a r  to  con ta in

any g rains. I t  w as ju d g e d  to  b e  a b u n d a n t w h en  
th e re  w as little  o r  no  a re a  o f clay  m a trix  v isib le 
b e tw e en  grains.

W ith in  th e  assem blage  fo u r  co m m o n  o r  d is­
tinc tive  fab rics cou ld  be  recogn ized . A  g e n e r­
a lized  d esc rip tio n  o f th e se  is g iven h ere :
1) BB 1. E le v en  exam ples:-

B lack  w ith  b lack  b u rn ish e d  su rface  (8 
exam ples), pa le  g rey  w ith  b lack co re  a n d  
d a rk  g rey  b u rn ish e d  su rface  (1 ex am p le ), 
du ll o ran g e  b ro w n  w ith  g rey  b ro w n  co re  
an d  d a rk  grey  su rface  (1 ex am p le ), m id ­
g rey  w ith  du ll re d  co re  an d  b lack  b u rn ­
ished  su rface  (1 ex am p le ). Inclusions: 
a b u n d a n t o r  co m m o n  (7:4 ex am p les), w ell- 
so r te d  sub  an g u la r  q u a rtz , T3 o r  T 4  (9:2 
ex am p les).

2) B B 2. O n e  ex am p le  only.
R e d d ish  b ro w n  w ith  d a rk  b ro w n  co re  an d  
b lack  b u rn ish e d  su rface . Inclusions: a b u n ­
d an t, q u a r tz  T3 (m ax  T 4).

3) T w en ty -e ig h t exam ples.
T h is fab ric  is q u ite  likely  to  h av e  b e e n  
locally  p ro d u ce d . I t b e a rs  a ce rta in  re se m ­
b la n ce  to  E a rly  W a re  3 fro m  C o rb rid g e  
m a in  site  (B ish o p  an d  D o re  1989, 249). 
P ale  g rey  (2 9 % ), m id  G re y  (50% ) o r  d a rk  
g rey  (2 1 % ) occasionally  w ith  a co re  in  a 
d a rk e r  shade: in  m o st o f th e  exam ples  th e  
su rface  h as  b e e n  lost th ro u g h  ab ras io n , b u t 
w h ere  it surv ives, it is d a rk  grey.

S orting: T h e  inc lusions w ere  rea so n ab ly  w ell- 
so rted , th o u g h  it w as n o tic ea b le  th a t th e  iro n  
c o m p o n e n t w as consis ten tly  less w ell-so rted  
th a n  th e  q u artz .
4) T w o exam ples.

M id  b ro w n ish  g rey  w ith  d a rk  b ro w n ish  
g rey  su rface ; inclusions: a b u n d a n t q u a r tz

Inclusion  data : 

F requency :

P ro p o rtio n :

Size (M ain  F rac tio n ) 
Q uartz :
Iron :

A b u n d a n t
21%
Q u a rtz  only  
11%
T l

C o m m o n
68%
Q u a r tz > I r o n
60%
T 2
43%
25%

S parse
11%
I r o n >  Q u a rtz  
29%
T3
53%
50%



T2 (m ax T 4), red and black iron oxide  
T3^1, and occasional black vitreous grains 
T4, and lim eston e T3.

5) T w o exam ples.
Pale dull orange to pale grey, dark grey  
surface; inclusions: com m on, quartz, T 2 -3 , 
iron ox id e T 2 -3  (m ax T5).

6) T w o exam ples.
D ark greyish w ith m id grey core; inclu­
sions: com m on, quartz T 3-4 .

C A T A L O G U E

T he arrangem ent o f  the catalogue:
T he catalogue o f pottery is arranged by 

excavated  C ontext, w ith sam ian preceding  
coarsew are in each  C ontext entry.

T he inform ation for each coarseware vessel 
is arranged as follows:

V esse l class; post-excavation  processing cat­
a logu e num ber(s) (which are m arked on the  
sherds in w aterproof ink); d iam eter in centi­
m etres, rim percentage; fabric description (see  
above); w hether illustrated.

T O PSO IL  A N D  F IE L D  W A L K IN G  
S A M IA N

25 wall sherds, o f which 2 are probably C G  and 
the rest SG , including:
3 w sh D r. 37 
1 w sh Dr. 27

Context 1 (In lee o f  field  drain)
N eith er o f  the coarseware jars exhibit any 
particularly d iagnostic features. T he first bowl, 
no. 3, w ould probably b e m ore at h om e in a 
pre-H adrianic C ontext. T he second, no. 4, 
resem bles B B 1 dishes in form , though the 
fabric is m ore difficult to  judge since the sur­
face has b een  alm ost com pletely  eroded. I f  the  
bow l is B B 1, or B B 1 related, it w ould provide a 
T PQ  for the group som ew here after c. a .d . 120, 
and conceivab ly  as late as the third century  
a .d . T h e b est TPQ  for the group is provided  by 
the exam ple o f sam ian form  Dr. 31R  which  
should  date to after c. 160 a .d .

S A M IA N

D r. 27:1  r sh, 1 w sh (?C G ) 
m inim um  vessels: 1 

Dr. 18/31: 2 r sh, 1 b sh (C G ) 
m inim um  vessels: 1 

D r. 18/3R: 1 b sh stam ped  
Dr. 31(R): 1 r sh (CG ) 

m inim um  vessels: 1 
D r. 37: 1 r sh, 2 w sh, 1 b sh (SG ), details o f 
decoration alm ost com pletely  abraded  

m inim um  vessels: 1

C O A R S E W A R E  (FIG S 6 -9 )

1) Jar; Cat. N o. 133, D ia  15*0 13%: mid  
greenish grey, surface lost through abra­
sion; inclusions: sparse, black iron oxide 
T2 (max T4), and a little quartz T4
Fig. 6.1

2) Jar; Cat. N o. 132, D ia. 15*0 12%; dull 
grey, dull dark grey core with dull 
orange brown margins, surface lost 
through abrasion; inclusions: sparse, 
black iron oxide T3 (m ax T4) and quartz 
T2
Fig. 6.2

3) Bowl: Cat. N o. 135, D ia  22*0 8%; dull 
orange with the black core; inclusions: 
sparse, quartz T l  (T4), and black iron  
oxide T2
Fig. 6.3

4) Bowl; Cat. N o. 134, D ia  17*0 8%; pale  
grey, dark greenish grey core with dull 
orange brown margin, surface lost 
through abrasion; inclusion: com m on, 
quartz T4, black iron oxide T4.
Fig. 6.4

Context 2 (disturbed top layer)
TPQ  som ew here in the late first century a .d .

S A M IA N  (F R A G M E N T S  A R E  A L L  V E R Y  
A B R A D E D )

Dr. 27: 1 w sh SG
m inim um  vessels: 1 

There are 16 other, unidentifiable, wall sherds





T o o  little o f  the flagon, no. 5, survives to  show  
diagnostic features. C olour coated  rough cast 
beakers with cornice rims like no. 6 seem  to  
have begun to  com e into the north around the  
turn o f  the first and second  centuries. T h ey are 
absent from  exclusively F lavian contexts but 
are know n from  generally pre-H adrianic levels  
at V in dolan da (H ird 1977 no. 190) and the fort 
at H altw histle Burn (G ib son  & Sim pson pl. 5 
no. 7) T PQ  c. a .d . 100.

C O A R S E W A R E

5) Flagon; Cat. N o. 92, D ia  6*0 35%; 
orange inclusions: com m on, red iron  
oxid e T3, and lim estone T4.
N ot illustrated (for form  see no. 30)

6) Beaker; Cat. N o. 91, D ia  ? 5%; dark 
brow n (burnt), surface lost through  
abrasion (probably once colour coated  
and rough-cast); inclusions not d iscern­
ible in burnt fabric
N ot illustrated (for form  see  no. 31)

Context 4 (In fie ld  drain)
A  narrow -m outh jar sim ilar to no. 7 occurs in a 
phase la  C ontext in Turret 26a (W oodfield  
1965 26a 10). T he bowl no. 8 w ould not look  
out o f p lace in any context o f the last first or 
early second  century. TPQ  c. a . d . 120

S A M IA N

Dr. 18/31: 1 r sh, 1 b sh, CG  
m inim um  vessels: 1 

Dr. 37: 3 r sh, 2 w sh, 3 b sh, CG  
m inim um  vessels: 1

C O A R S E W A R E

7) Narrow m outh jar; Cat. N o. 130, D ia  
12-0 30%; mid brownish grey with black  
surface; inclusions: abundant, quartz T2, 
and red iron oxide T2 (m ax T3).
Fig. 6.7

8) Bowl; Cat. No. 131, D ia  30*0 7%; off 
w hite with dark grey surface; inclusions: 
com m on, T3 (max T5), quartz and black  
iron oxide.
Fig. 6.8

Context 7 (disturbed soil)
The jar no. 9, is likely to be o f first century date 
and to have been m ade at Corbridge (see  
Bishop and D ore 1989, nos 28-32). The TPQ  
for the group is provided by the bowls in BB1, 
no. 10 & 11. T hese are not the earliest encoun­
tered in the north but they are nevertheless  
close to the beginning o f the series and should  
date to som ew here in the m iddle third o f the 
second century a .d . (cf. G illam  1976).

S A M IA N  (F R A G M E N T S  A R E  A L L  V E R Y  
A B R A D E D )

Dr. 37: 1 r sh; fabric and gloss suggests CG  
m inim um  vessels: 1 

Dr. 18/31:1 b sh; fabric and gloss suggests CG  
m inim um  vessels: 1 

T here are 17 other, unidentifiable, wall sherds.

C O A R S E W A R E

9) Jar; Cat. N o. 95, D ia  27*0 7%; pale 
orange, mid blue grey core; inclusions: 
abundant, red iron oxide T3 (m ax T5), 
quartz T3 (m ax T4) and a little lim e­
stone T3
N ot illustrated (for form see no. 51)

10) Bowl; Cat. N o. 96, D ia  21*0 7%; BB1  
N ot illustrated (for form  see no. 48)

11) Bowl; Cat. N o. 97 D ia  ? 5%, BB1 
N ot illustrated (for form see no. 48)

12) Lid; Cat. N o. 98, D ia  18 10%; black with 
dark grey surface: inclusions: com m on, 
quartz T3 (m ax T4).
Fig. 6.12

Context 9 (Post setting o f  Ustrinum)
C losely dated contexts for this type are difficult



to  find. T h e  exam ples from  M ilecastle  48 (G ib ­
son &  S im pson  pl. I l l  7) and  B irdosw ald  A lley  
(R ich m o n d  & B irley  1930, 57) b o th  o ccu r in 
con tex ts  genera lly  associa ted  w ith  p rim ary  
s tru c tu re s , b u t th e  ac tua l d ep o s itio n  o f th e  
co n tex ts  cou ld  have h a p p e n e d  a t any p o in t in 
th e  second  cen tu ry  a fte r  c. a .d . 120. E x am p les 
from  T u rre t 26a (W oodfie ld  1965, T  26a, 17 & 
18) occur in a  b u rn t san d  d ep o sit above  a floo r 
assigned  to  p h ase  lb ; a T P Q  o f c. a .d . 120 is 
suggested .

C O A R S E W A R E

13) Bowl; C at. N o. 90, D ia  22-0 30% ; p a le  
yellow  w ith d a rk  grey  co re , su rface  lost 
th ro u g h  ab rasion ; inclusions: com m on, 
red  iron  oxide T4, b lack iron  ox ide T4, 
an d  q u a rtz  T3 (m ax T4).
Fig. 6.13

Context 10 (Ustrinum)
R e le v an t para lle ls  fo r no. 14 are  from  T u rre t
54A  (n o rth  tu rre t, p ro b ab ly  H ad rian ic , cf
W elsby 1985 ,1 ) and  M um rills w est d itch  (cf.
S tee r 1961, 71). T P Q  c. a . d . 120.

C O A R S E W A R E

14) F lagon; C at. N os 93, 94. D ia  16-0 12% ; 
o ran g e  w ith pale o range  surface; inc lu ­
sions: a b u n d a n t, q u a rtz  T3 (m ax  T 4), 
an d  red  iro n o x id e  T4 (m ax  T 5).
Fig. 6.14

Context 12 (burnt clay around Ustrinum)
T h e  ja r, no. 16, is one o f th e  ea rlie s t BB1 ja r  
types w hich a p p e a r  in th e  n o rth ; it has th e  
b u rn ish ed  w avy line on  th e  neck  (cf. G illam  
1976). T P Q  c. a .d . 120.

C O A R S E W A R E

15) B eak e r; C at. N o. 105, D ia  8-0 11% ; 
F ab ric  3.
Fig. 6.15

16) Ja r; C at. N o . 105, D ia  12-5 15% ; B B 1; 
w avy line  o n  neck ; F ig. 6.16

17) B ow l; C a t. N o . 107, D ia  20-0 5% ; very  
pa le  yellow  w ith  p a le  o ran g e  su rface ; 
inclusions: co m m o n , q u a r tz  T2 (m ax  
T 4), an d  re d  iro n  ox id e  T 2  (m ax  T 4)
Fig. 6.17

Context 14

C O A R S E W A R E

18) R in g  fro m  a tr ip le  vase; C a t. N o. 99, D ia  
13,0; F ab ric  3 
Fig. 6.18

Context 15 (Ustrinum)
Sm all ja rs  o f  th is  k in d  a re  ex tre m e ly  d ifficult to  
da te . T h e  g en e ra l ty p e  ap p e a rs  in  th e  n o r th  in  
th e  F lav ian  p e rio d  b u t it co n tin u es  to  o ccu r in 
d ep o s its  w ell in to  th e  H a d ria n ic  p e rio d . T P Q  
c. a .d .  80.

C O A R S E W A R E

19) Ja r; C at. N o. 9, D ia  ? 5% ; b lack  co re  
w ith  pa le  g rey  m arg ins, b lack  su rface ; 
inclusions: sp a rse , T 3, q u a r tz  a n d  iro n  
oxide.
N o t illu s tra te d  (fo r fo rm  see no. 37)

Context 501 (disturbed soil)
T h e  d a te  o f th e  co a rsew are  cou ld  fall an y w h ere  
in th e  p e r io d  F lav ian  to  ea rly  H ad ria n ic . N o. 23 
is p e rh a p s  th e  on ly  ty p e  in  th e  g ro u p  w hose 
d a te  is w holly  F lav ian . T P Q  c. a .d . 80.

S A M IA N

D r. 18: 3 r sh (D r. 18 2 0 % ) SG  
m in im um  vessels: 2 

D r. 37: F rag m en ts  all heav ily  a b ra d e d  
m in im um  vessels: 1

20) O n e  rim  sh e rd  an d  fo u r w all sh e rd s , 
n o n e  jo in ing , all heav ily  ab ra d ed . T h e



details o f  the o v o lo  are alm ost com ­
p letely  obscured. Part o f  on e panel is 
visib le containing parts o f  two animals 
chasing each  other to left. B e low  the 
panels is a wreath o f sm all fan-shaped  
leaves. T hese leaves are possib ly the 
sam e as those which occur on a bow l at 
R ed  H ou se (H anson  et al. 1979, fig. 14 
no. 8). T he fabric and what little rem ains 
o f the gloss suggests a Flavian date 
a .d . 75-100 .

T here are 2 other w sh, probably from  the sam e  
v essel as 4.
T here are 8 other, unidentifiable wall sherds.

C O A R S E W A R E

21) Beaker; Cat. N o. 70, D ia  7-5 25%; Fabric 
3
Fig. 6.21

22) Beaker; Cat. N o. 77, D ia  ? 5%; mid grey  
with darker surface; inclusions: com ­
m on, quartz T3 and black iron oxid e T3 
(m ax T5).
N ot illustrated (for form  see  no. 64)

23) Jar; Cat. N o . 71, 78, D ia  12*0 27%; 
Fabric 4.
N o t illustrated (for form  see  no. 65)

24) Jar; Cat. N o. 79 D ia  ? 5 %; Fabric 3.
N o t illustrated

25) Bow l; Cat. N o . 76, D ia  19*0 8%; Fabric 
3
Fig. 6.25

26) B ow l; Cat. N os 72, 74, 75 (sam e vessels  
as no. 47), D ia  20 26%; Fabric 3.
N ot illustrated

27) Lid; Cat. N o. 73, D ia  15*0 8%; mid grey, 
dark grey, abraded surface; inclusions: 
com m on, quartz T2
N o t illustrated

Context 502 (fill o f  partition ditch and  
cremation)
A lm ost all o f the sam ian is south G aulish and  
thus likely to be o f first-century date, though  
there are tw o sherds w h ose fabric suggests that 
they are o f Central G aulish origin, and thus

likely to be o f second-century date. M ost o f the 
coarseware is not closely datable within the 
period late first to  early second century, though  
certain vessels (nos 33, 38) are m ore likely to  
date to the Flavian period than later. T he TPQ  
for the group is provided by vessels 39-41 and 
48. N o. 39 has the burnished wavy line on the 
neck and is am ong the earliest types o f  BB1 jar 
to appear in the north. N o. 40 does not have 
the wavy line, a date in the m iddle third o f the  
second century w ould seem  reasonable. A s far 
as the B B 2 jar, no. 41, is concerned it w ould  
seem  safer to use as a guideline the date o f the  
initial arrival o f B B 2 on H adrian’s W all 
(c. a .d . 160). N o. 48 has already been  discussed  
under C ontext 7; a date in the m iddle third o f  
the second century was suggested. A  TPQ  for 
the group som ew here in the m iddle third o f the 
century, but not before c. a .d . 140, is 
suggested.

S A M IA N

Dr. 27 (all SG): 2 r sh (D ech . 11 12% ), sam e 
vessel

1 w sh 
1 b sh
m inim um  vessels: 1 all SG  

Dr. 18 (all SG): 1 r sh (D ech . 16 11%)
1 b sh
m inim um  vessels: 2 

D r. 18R (SG ): 1 b sh 
m inim um  vessels: 1 

Curie 11 (SG ): 1 flange fragm ent (D ech . 
21.9% )

m inim um  vessels: 1 SG  
There are 22 other, unidentifiable, wall sherds 
o f plain ware.

D E C O R A T E D  W A R E

28) O ne rim sherd Dr. 37, SG. D ou b le  bor­
dered ovo lo  with central projection and 
tongue with trifid tip turned to the left. 
B elow  is a horizontal wavy-line panel 
divider with a rosette terminal. T he o v o ­
lo is quite fine and w ell m oulded and



cou ld  b e  th a t w hich ap p e a rs  on  37s 
s ta m p e d  by G erm a n u s  (K n o rr  1952 
T af. 30) a . d . 80-100.
N o t illu s tra te d

29) O n e  sm all w all sh e rd  D r. 37, SG  fro m  
n e a r  th e  b o tto m  of th e  d eco ra tio n . P arts  
o f fo u r p an e ls  a re  visible, th e  c e n tra l on e  
con ta in in g  th e  fee t o f a figure (possib ly  
an  A m o r) over a sp ray  o f leaf tips. T h e  
full d eco ra tiv e  schem e is likely to  have  
b e e n  sim ilar to  th a t show n in  K n o rr  1912 
T af. X X V III  no . 1 from  R o ttw e il (p o ssi­
bly th e  w ork  o f B iragil o f M erca to ). 
A.D . 80—110.
N o t illu stra ted  

T h e re  a re  tw o  o th e r  w all sherds, w hose fab ric  
suggests th a t they  a re  C G .
M in im um  vessels: 3

C O A R S E W A R E

30) F lagon; C at. No. 8, D ia. 8-0 50% ; 
o ran g e , su rface  lost th ro u g h  abrasion : 
inclusions: com m on T2, q u a rtz  an d  red  
iron  oxide.
Fig. 6.30

31) B eak e r; C at. N o. 56, D ia  11-0 10% ; m id  
red  b ro w n , su rface lost; inclusions: 
sparse , red  iron  ox ide T2 (m ax T 4); 
p ro b ab ly  once co lo u r-co a ted  an d  ro u g h ­
cast.
Fig. 6.31

32) B eak e r; C at. N o. 57, D ia  11-0 8% ; pale  
o ran g e , surface lost; inclusions: sparse , 
b lack  iron  ox ide T2 (m ax  T 4); p ro b ab ly  
once  co lo u r-co a ted  an d  rough-cast.
N o t illu stra ted

33) Ja r; C at. No. 45, D ia  13-0 28% ; F ab ric
5.
Fig. 6.33

34) Ja r; C a t. N o. 65, D ia ? 5% ; F ab ric  6,
N o t illu stra ted  (fo r fo rm  see no. 70)

35) Ja r; C at. N os 46, 51, D ia  15-5 37% , 
F ab ric  3.
N o t illu s tra ted  (fo r fo rm  see no. 37)

36) Ja r; C at. N o. 47, D ia  14-0 12% ; F ab ric  3 
N o t illu stra ted  (fo r form  see no. 37)

37) Ja r; C at. N o . 59, D ia  14-0 15% ; F a b r ic  
3.
Fig. 6.37

38) Ja r; C at. N o . 81, D ia  11-5 100% ; m id  
grey, inclusions: co m m o n , q u a r tz  T3, 
b lack  iro n  ox id e  T2 (m ax  T 4).
Fig. 7.38

39) Ja r; C at. N o. 60, D ia  13-5 22% ; B B 1; 
w avy line o n  neck ;
Fig. 7.39

40) Ja r; C at. N o. 61, D ia  15-0 14% ; B B 1; no  
w avy line  d isce rn ib le
Fig. 7.40

41) Ja r; C at. N o. 64, D ia  13 0 11% ; B B 2 
Fig. 7.41

42) Ja r; C at. N o . 50, D ia  ? 5 % ; b la ck  co re  
w ith  pa le  grey  m arg ins, d a rk  g rey  a b ra ­
d ed  surface; inclusions: q u a r tz  T3 (m ax  
T 4).
Fig. 7.42

43) B ow l; C a t. N o . 66, D ia  24-0 10% ; F a b r ic  
3
Fig. 7.43

44) B ow l; C at. N o . 7, D ia  ? 5 % ; o ra n g e  
b row n; inclusions: a b u n d a n t, q u a r tz  T l  
(m ax  T 3), b la ck  iro n  ox ide T l  (m ax  T 3), 
an d  occas ional g ra in s  o f b lack  v itre o u s  
m a te ria l T l .
Fig. 7.44

45) Bow l; C at. N o . 52, D ia  23-0 7% ; o ran g e  
yellow ; inclusions: co m m o n  q u a r tz  T3 
(m ax  T 4), an d  w e ll-ro u n d ed  re d  iro n  
ox ide T3;
Fig. 7.45

46) B ow l; C at. N o. 54, D ia  19-0 10% ; d a rk  
grey  co re  w ith  b lack  m arg in s, d a rk  g rey  
su rface ; inclusions: sp a rse , b lack  iro n  
ox ide T2 (m ax  T 3)
Fig. 7.46

47) B ow l; C at. N os 4 8 ,4 9 ,5 5  (sam e vessel as 
no . 26) D ia  20-0 52% ; F ab ric  3.
Fig. 7.47

48) Bow l; C at. N os 58, 62, 63, D ia  21-0 9% ; 
BB1
Fig. 7.48

49) B ow l; C at. N o. 53, D ia  22-0 8% ; d a rk  
g rey  co re  w ith  p a le  g rey  m arg ins, d a rk  
g rey  surface; inclusions: co m m o n , T3, 
b lack  iro n  ox ide , an d  q u artz .



N o t illu s tra te d  (fo r fo rm  see  no. 3)
50) M o rta r iu m ; C a t. N o . 5, D ia  32-0 15% ; 

o ra n g e  b ro w n ; inclusions: a b u n d a n t, 
q u a r tz  T2, a n d  re d  iro n  ox id e  T3 (m ax 
T 5); q u a r tz  tr i tu ra t io n  g rit 1 -4  m m .
Fig. 7.50

Context 503 (disturbed layer)
T h e  m o rta riu m , no. 53, is like ly  to  be  an  ex a m ­
p le  o f  a  first c e n tu ry  m o rta riu m  o f  H artle y  
G ro u p  I I  (H a rtle y  1977). T h e  T P Q  fo r th e  
g ro u p  is p ro v id ed  by vessel no . 52. I ts  d ia m e te r  
suggests th a t  it w as a bow l r a th e r  th a n  a dish , 
a n d  its d a te  is like ly  to  fall so m e w h ere  in th e  
m id d le  th ird  o f  th e  seco n d  c e n tu ry  a . d . (see 
G illam  1976, 72).

S A M IA N

D r. 15/17: 2 r  sh (D ech . 15 15 % ) S G  
m in im u m  vessels: 1 

T h e re  a re  6 o th e r, u n id e n tif iab le  w all sh e rd s  
o n e  o f  w hich , fro m  its fab ric , is like ly  to  b e  fully  
se co n d -ce n tu ry  in  d a te .

C O A R S E W A R E

51) Ja r; C a t. N o . 67, D ia  15-5 15% ; F ab ric  
3.
Fig. 7.51

52) B ow l; C a t. N o. 68, D ia  15 0 8% : BB 1 
N o t illu s tra te d  (fo r fo rm  see  no . 91)

53) M o rta r iu m ; C a t. N o . 138, D ia  ? (n e a r  
sp o u t)  5 % ; very  p a le  yellow , su rface  lo st 
th ro u g h  ab ras io n ; inclusions: com m on , 
T3, a n g u la r  re d  iro n  o x ide  an d  q u artz ; 
tr i tu ra t io n  grits: m ixed  q u a rtz , re d  an d  
b lack  fine g ra in e d  ro ck  f ra g m en ts  T6; 
a l th o u g h  th e  su rface  h as b e e n  co n s id e r­
ab ly  e ro d e d , th e re  is ev id en ce  o f  g rit on  
th e  u p p e r  face  o f  th e  flange.
F ig. 7.53

54) C a t. N o . 69, D ia  13-0 7 % ; p a le  g rey  
b ro w n , d a rk  g rey  su rface ; inclusions: 
a b u n d a n t, q u a r tz  T 2, a n d  iro n  ox ide  T2 
(m ax  T 4).
Fig. 7.54

Context 504 (disturbed ditchfill above 506) 

S A M IA N

D r. 2 7 :1  w sh, C G  
D r. 37: 1 w sh, SG  

3 w sh, C G  
m in im um  vessels: 2

C O A R S E W A R E

55) Ja r; C at. N o. 136, D ia  1T 0 6% ; F ab ric  3 
Fig. 7.55

56) Ja r; C at. N o. 137, D ia  14-0 6% ; d a rk  
grey, su rface  lost th ro u g h  ab rasion ; 
inclusions: com m on, q u a rtz  T4, b lack  
iro n  ox ide T2.
Fig. 7.56

Context 505 (dark soil)

S A M IA N  

D r. 18/31R 1 w sh, C G

Context 506 (ditchfill of burial enclosure)
T his is th e  la rgest g ro u p  from  th e  site. M uch  o f 
th e  sam ian  is so u th  G au lish , an d  thus likely  to  
d a te  to  th e  first cen tu ry  a .d . M ost o f th e  
co a rsew are  is n o t closely d a ta b le  w ith in  th e  
p e rio d  la te  f irs t-e a rly  second  cen tu ry  a .d . T h e  
ja r, no . 69, is likely  to  be  a C o rb rid g e  p ro d u c t 
(see B ishop  an d  D o re  1989, nos 29 -32 ), an d  
th e  co n d itio n  o f no. 89 suggests th a t it to o  w as 
m ad e  so m ew h ere  in  th e  im m ed ia te  vicinity. 
T h e  T P Q  fo r  th e  g ro u p  is p ro v id ed  by  th e  
frag m en ts  o f a  s tam p ed  cen tra l G au lish  D r. 37, 
no. 57, d iscussed  by  B re n d a  D ick inson , an d  
co a rsew are  vessels nos 7 9 ,8 0 ,9 0  an d  91, w hose 
types hav e  a lre ad y  b e e n  discussed  (C o n tex ts  
50 2 ,5 0 3 ). G ro u p  T P Q  th e re fo re  so m ew h ere  in  
th e  m id d le  o f th e  second  cen tu ry  a .d .

S A M IA N

D r. 15/17: 2 r  sh (D . 17 10% ) S G  sam e vessel 
2 b  sh SG  
m in im um  vessels: 1
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Fig. 9 Roman coarseware. Scale 1:4.

Dr. 27: 1 r sh (D . 14 7% ) ? CG  
1 r sh (D . 13 10% ) SG  
1 w  sh SG  
1 b sh SG
m inim um  vessels: 3 

Dr. 18: 1 r sh (D . 16 6% ) SG  
1 r sh (D . ? 2% ) SG  
m inim um  vessels: 1 

Dr. 18R: 2 b sh Sg
m inim um  vessels: 1 

Dr. 18/31 (?): 1 r sh (D . ? 5% ) 
m inim um  vessels: 1 

Dr. 46 (?) (or Curie 15): 1 r sh (D . ? 5% ) SG  
m inim um  vessels: 1 

T here are also 35 other, unidentifiable, wall 
sherds o f  plain ware.
D ecorated  vessels  
Dr. 37
57) B renda D ick inson  has kindly contribut­

ed the following:

100

101

104

Central Gaulish, with a m ould stamp  
[A]TT I N [ O] retr., upside-down, b elow  
the decoration. This com es from  D ie  13a 
o f the L ezoux potter, A ttianus ii. It has 
been  noted  before at Corbridge (Stan­
field and Sim pson 1958, pl. 86, 10) and 
occurs on form 30 (?) at N ew stead  
(Curie 1911, p. 231, 3). It is also recor­
ded on an unpublished cup from a p ot­
tery shop at Castleford, destroyed by 
fire in the 140s. Erosion has rem oved  
som e o f the surface o f the pot, but the 
decoration includes a rosette-tongued  
ovo lo  (R ogers B7) and panels with: 
1) hare to the left, 2) A p o llo  
(D .55 =  0.92), w ithout the m ask). 
3a) single festoon; 3b) a row o f rings; 
3c) hare to right. Bowl with the sam e 
stamp have the ovolo  (Stanfield and 
Sim pson 1958, p. 86, 12, from  Verula-



m ium ), h a re s  (ib id ., from  C o rb rid g e) 
and  th e  ro se tte  ju n c tio n -m ask , R ogers 
C l 75 (ib id . 13, from  L o n d o n ). T h e  
A p o llo  is on th e  bow l from  C h e ste r  in 
th e  style o f one o f th e  p o tte rs  in the  
S ace r-A ttian u s  g ro u p  (ibid. pl. 87, 23). 
In view  o f th e  A n to n in e  connections fo r 
th e  stam p , th is is likely to  be  o n e  o f 
A ttia n u s ’s la te r  p ro d u cts , b u t a ran g e  o f 
c. a . d .  125-145 shou ld  be  allow ed.
N o t illu stra ted

58) SG . T h e  ovo lo  is possib ly  th e  sam e as 
th a t w hich occurs on  K n o rr  1912 T af- 
. X IX  (R o ttw e il) , an d  th e  d eco ra tiv e  
schem e is sim ilar.
N o t illu stra ted  

T h e re  a re  also fo u r w all sh erd s show ing a n e a t 
and  well m o u ld e d  ovolo  w ith trifid tip p e d  
tongue.

T h e re  a re  also  tw o base  sherds; th ese  cou ld  
all w ell be  from  th e  th re e  vessels a lread y  
m en tio n ed  from  th is C on tex t.
M inim um  vessels: 3

C O A R S E W A R E

59) A m p h o ra , S panish , D resse l type 20; C at. 
N o. 80, D ia  18-0 75% ; pale b ro w n  w ith  
o ran g e  b row n  surface; inclusions: a b u n ­
dan t, iron  oxide T3 (m ax T4), lim estone  
T3 and  quartz .
Fig. 8.59

60) F lagon; C at. N o. 11, D ia  13-0 13% , p a le  
yellow  brow n; inclusions: a b u n d a n t, 
q u a rtz  T2 (m ax  T 4), lim estone T3 (m ax 
T5), an d  a little  b lack  iron  oxide T3.
Fig. 7.60

61) B eak e r; C at. No. 4, D ia  13-0 10% ; pale  
o range , b lack  co lo u rco a t, p ro b ab ly  once  
w ith rough  cast surface; inclusions: com ­
m on red  iron  ox ide T l  (m ax T3), lim e­
sto n e  T l , and  a little  q u a rtz  T3.
N ot illu stra ted  (fo r fo rm  see no. 31)

62) B eak e r, C at. N o. 30, D ia  10-0 15% ; m id 
grey b row n , su rface  lost th ro u g h  a b ra ­
sion; inclusions: com m on, q u a rtz  T2, red  
iron  ox ide T3, an d  m ica T2.
Fig. 7.62

63) B e ak e r; C at. N o. 26, D ia  11-5 14% ; 
F ab ric  3.
Fig. 7.63

64) B e ak e r; C at. N o. 35, D ia  11-0 15% ; 
F ab ric  3.
Fig. 8.64

65) Ja r; C a t. N os 15, 17, D ia  16-0 38% ; 
F ab ric  4.
Fig. 8.65

66) Ja r; C at. N o. 24, D ia  11-5 30% ; F ab ric  
3.
Fig. 8.66

67) Ja r; C at. N o. 44, D ia  12-0 13% ; F ab ric  
3.
N o t illu s tra te d  (fo r fo rm  see no . 66)

68) Ja r; C at. N o. 27, D ia. 11-5 15% ; F ab ric
5.
N o t illu s tra te d  (fo r fo rm  see no. 33)

69) Ja r; C at. N o. 33, D ia  15-0 30% ; F ab ric  3 
Fig. 8.69

70) Ja r; C at. N o. 18, D ia  13-0 17% ; F ab ric  6. 
W ith  ru s tic a te d  d ec o ra tio n .
Fig. 8.70

71) Ja r; C at. N o. 31, D ia  13-0 16% , F ab ric  
3.
N o t illu s tra te d  (fo r fo rm  see  no. 70)

72) Ja r; C a t. N o . 38, D ia  ? 5 % , F ab ric  3.
N o t illu s tra te d

73) Ja r; C at. N o. 42, D ia  12-0 20% , F ab ric  
3.
N o t illu s tra te d

74) Ja r; C at. N o. 43, D ia  17-0 6 % , F ab ric  3. 
N o t illu s tra te d  (fo r fo rm  see no. 70)

75) Ja r; C a t. N o. 28, D ia  13-0 2 1 % , F ab ric  
3.
N o t illu s tra te d  (fo r fo rm  see  no. 37)

76) Ja r; C at. N o. 32, D ia  14-0 30% , F ab ric  
3.
N o t illu s tra te d  (fo r fo rm  see no. 38)

77) Ja r; C at. N o. 37, D ia  11-5 15% , F ab ric  
. 3.

N o t illu s tra te d  (fo r fo rm  see  no. 38)
78) Ja r; C at. N o. 23, D ia  12-0 15% , d a rk  

grey, b ro w n  su rface ; inclusions: co m ­
m on , T3, q u artz , an d  a little  b lack  iro n  
ox ide.
Fig. 8.78

79) Ja r; C at. N o. 16, D ia  12-0 15% ; B B 1, it is 
ju s t possib le , w ith  th e  eye o f fa ith  as



m u ch  as an y th in g  else, to  d iscern  a w avy 
lin e  o n  th e  neck .
N o t illu s tra te d  (fo r fo rm  see  no . 39)

80) Ja r; C a t. N o. 20, D ia  ? 5 % , B B 1; p o ssi­
b le  w avy line  (see  no . 79).
N o t illu s tra te d

81) Ja r; C at. N o. 13, D ia  34-0 12% , d a rk  
grey , sm o o th e d  su rface ; inclusions: 
sp a rse , b lack  iro n  ox ide T2 (m ax  T 3), 
an d  a  little  q u a r tz  T 3).
F ig. 8.81

82) N arro w -m o u th  ja r: C at. N o. 41, D ia  12-0 
9% , very  p a le  grey, d a rk  g rey  a b ra d e d  
su rface ; inclusions: com m o n , q u a r tz  T3 
(m ax  T 4), an d  a  little  re d  iro n  ox ide T4. 
F ig. 8.82

83) Ja r; C a t. N o. 39, D ia  21-0 10% , m id  grey  
w ith  p a le  g rey  surface; inclusions: a b u n ­
d an t, q u a r tz  T2, occas ional b lack  v itre ­
o us g ra in s  T 2, an d  clay pe lle ts  T5.
Fig. 8.83

84) Ja r; C at. N o. 22, D ia  15-0 10% , very  p a le  
yellow , d a rk  g rey  surface; inclusions: 
com m on , q u a r tz  T3 (m ax  T 4), an d  a 
little  b lack  iro n  ox ide (T4).
Fig. 8.84

85) Ja r; C at. N o. 29, D ia  ? 5 % , D a rk  grey; 
inclusions: com m o n , q u a r tz  T4.
N o t illu s tra te d  (fo r fo rm  see no . 42)

86) N arro w -m o u th  ja r; C at. N o. 12, D ia  9-5 
17% , h an d -m a d e , th o u g h  possib ly  w ith  
w hee l tu rn e d  rim ; d a rk  grey ish  back , 
w ith  b lack  su rface ; inclusions: ab u n d a n t, 
lim esto n e  T5 (m ax  T 6), an d  b lack  iro n  
ox ide T3 (m ax  T5).
Fig. 8.86

87) B ow l; C at. N o. 34, D ia  23-0 12% ; F ab ric  
3.
Fig. 8.87

88) B ow l; C a t. N o. 40, D ia  ? 5% ; very  p a le  
o ran g e  w ith  d a rk  g rey  surface; in c lu ­
sions: com m on , q u a rtz  T2 (m ax  T 4), 
occas io n al re d  iro n  ox ide T3.
Fig. 8.88

89) B ow l; C a t. N o. 14, D ia  22-0 9% ; p a le  
o ran g e , p a tch y  o ran g e  an d  g rey  surface; 
inclusions: ab u n d a n t, q u a r tz  T3, re d  iro n  
ox id e  T3 (m ax  T 5).
Fig. 8.89

90) C at. N o. 19, D ia  14-0 6% ; BB1.
N o t illu s tra ted  (fo r fo rm  see no. 48)

91) C at. N o. 21, D ia  21-0 8% ; BB1 
Fig. 9.91

92) C at. N o. 10, D ia  20-0 15% ; o ran g e  
b row n, su rface  lost th ro u g h  ab rasion ; 
inclusions: sparse , b lack  iro n  ox ide T2 
(m ax  T5).
Fig. 8.92

93) M o rtariu m ; C at. N o. 3, D ia  27-0 10% ; 
very  p a le  yellow ; inclusions: com m on , 
su b -an g u la r q u a rtz  T3, red  iro n  ox ide 
T3; titra tio n  grits: red , T7.
Fig. 9.93

94) M o rtariu m ; C at. N o. 1, D ia  29-0 15% ; 
o ran g e  w ith  d a rk  g rey  co re ; inclusions: 
com m on , q u a rtz  T2 (m ax T 5), an d  b lack  
iron  ox ide T3; tr itu ra tio n  grits: q u a rtz  
T 6 -7 .
Fig. 9.94

95) M o rtariu m ; C at. N o. 2, D ia  30-0 16% ; 
very  pale  o ran g e  yellow ; inclusions: 
a b u n d a n t, q u a rtz  T2 (m ax T4) an d  red  
iro n  ox ide T3 (m ax T4).
Fig. 9.95

96) L id; C at. N o. 25, D ia  11-5 25% ; m id  b lue 
grey; inclusions: com m on, q u a r tz  T2 
(m ax T 4) an d  lim estone  T2 (m ax T6). 
Fig. 9.96

97) Sm all flask (? u n g u en ta riu m ); C at. N o. 
6; pa le  yellow , su rface  lost th ro u g h  a b ra ­
sion; inclusions: ab u n d a n t, q u a r tz  T l  
(m ax T 2), an d  red  iro n  ox ide  T2 (m ax 
T5).
N o t illu s tra te d  

Context 507 (disturbed soil)
N o. 101 is likely  to  be  a p ro d u c t o f th e  B ra m p ­
to n  kilns, and  on  th e  basis o f its o ccu rren ce  a t 
V in d o la n d a  (see  H ird  1977 passim ) is likely  to  
d a te  to  th e  very  la tes t years o f th e  first cen tu ry
a .d . o r  th e  open ing  years o f th e  second  
cen tu ry .

S A M IA N

D r. 27: 2 r  sh, 4 w sh, SG  
m in im um  vessels: 1 

D r. 3 7 :1  w sh, SG
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98) B eak e r; C at. N o. 140, D ia  ? 5% ; grey 
b row n, su rface  lost th ro u g h  ab rasion ; 
inclusions: com m on , q u a rtz  T3.
N o t illu s tra ted  (fo r fo rm  see no. 64)

99) Ja r; C at. N o. 139, D ia  14-0 10% ; very 
p a le  grey, d a rk  g rey  surface; inclusions: 
ab u n d a n t, q u a rtz  T3 (m ax  T 4), b lack  
iron  ox ide T 4  (m ax  T5).
Fig. 9.99

100) Ja r; C at. N o. 142, D ia  11-0 10% ; d a rk  
grey w ith  grey  b ro w n  core , su rface  lost 
th ro u g h  ab rasion ; inclusions: com m on , 
su b -an g u la r q u a rtz  T4.
Fig. 9.100

101) Bow l; C at. N o. 141, D ia  18-0 6% , m id 
grey, sm o o th  b lack  surface; inclusions: 
spa rse , q u a rtz  T4, a n d  ro ck  fragm en ts 
T4.
Fig. 9.101

Context 511 (area of burning, burial?)
T h e  sam ian  is all likely  to  b e  o f first cen tu ry  
d a te . T h e  co a rsew are  is n o t closely d a tab le  
w ith in  th e  p e rio d  la te  first to  ea rly  second  
cen tu ry  a .d . th o u g h  no. 102 is m o re  likely  to  
d a te  to  th e  first cen tu ry  th a n  any  la te r  since 
n eck ed  ja rs  o f th is  ty p e  seem  to  b e  ra re  a fte r 
th e  en d  o f th e  first cen tu ry . G ro u p  T P Q  
c. a .d . 80.

S A M IA N

D r. 37: (A ll S G )
1 b  sh, inc lud ing  p a r t o f th e  very  b o tto m  of 
th e  d eco ra tio n .
T h e  sh e rd  is to o  a b ra d e d  fo r any  d e ta il to  
b e  d iscerned .
1 w sh, inc lud ing  a sm all fra g m en t o f 
d eco ra tio n ; th e  fab ric  an d  gloss suggest a 
fully F lav ian  da te , 
m in im um  vessels: 1

C O A R S E W A R E

102) Jar; C at. N o . 100, D ia  14-0 16% ; F ab ric  
3.

F ig. 9.102
103) Ja r; C at. N o . 101, D ia  12-0 12% ; F a b ric

3.
Fig. 9.103

104) Ja r; C at. N o . 102, D ia  16-0 12% ; F a b ric
3.
Fig. 9.104
A lso  2 sm all w all sh e rd s  w ith  ru s tic a te d  
d e c o ra tio n  (C at. N os 103 an d  104)

Oil lamp (fig. 4)
Cat. No. 14 Context 508
O il lam p, f ra g m e n te d  an d  re p a ire d , lo w er p a r t 
o f sn o u t an d  h a n d le  m issing. O ran g e-y e llo w  
m icaceous clay w ith  sm all q u a r tz  inclusions. N o  
s ta m p  on  th e  base .

T h is o b jec t b e lo n g s to  th e  la rg e  g ro u p  o f 
“ fac to ry  lam ps L o esc h k e  ty p e  I X ” (L o esch k e  
1919, 255ff.) w hich  a re  w ell k n o w n  fro m  sites 
on  th e  co n tin en t. T h ey  seem  to  d a te  m ain ly  to  
th e  la te  first an d  ea rly  seco n d  c e n tu ry  a .d ., w ith  
th e  u n s ta m p e d  ex am p les  b eco m in g  in c re a s ­
ingly co m m o n  to w ard s  th e  e n d  o f th e  p ro d u c ­
tion . T h e  m icaceo u s clay fab ric  p o in ts  to  an  
o rig in  in  th e  L ezo u x  a re a  th o u g h  a so u rce  in  
th e  reg io n  o f T rie r  c a n n o t b e  exc luded .

S o -called  “ fac to ry  la m p s” h av e  b e e n  
e n c o u n te re d  o n  sites in  S o u th e rn  B rita in  such  
as L o n d o n  (M iln e  1985 ,117 ) an d  R ic h b o ro u g h  
(B u sh e -F o x  1928, 97 Pl. X X V , 97 an d  1949 ,157  
Pl. L X V I, 365) b u t th ey  a p p e a r  to  b e  very  ra re  
in  th e  N o rth . T h e  fill in  w hich  th e  g rav e  508 
w as se t d a te s  th is  ex am p le  to  th e  m id d le  o f th e  
seco n d  c e n tu ry  a t th e  earlies t.

TH E A N IM A L BO NES

Id en tific a tio n  by  J. R a c k h a m

M o st sm all b o n e s  h av e  b e e n  d es tro y e d  d u e  to
th e  c o n d itio n  o f soil; on ly  th e  te e th  su rv ived .
C o n tex t 1. S h eep  a n d  cow: te e th
C o n tex t 2. Cow : m e ta ta rsu s
C o n tex t 6. H o rse : tib ia  sh aft, f ro n t te e th ,
m o la rs
C o n tex t 7. C ow : h u m e ru s  
C o n te x t 12. Pig: b u rn t  b o n e  n o t co o k e d  
C o n te x t 501. H o rse : te e th  o f sm all sp ec im en  

Cow : te e th
C o n te x t 502. Cow : u p p e r  an d  low er jaw  w ith  
te e th



C ontext 503. Cow: tooth  
Burnt b on e unidentified  

C ontext 506. Horse: 1 2+  teeth  representing  
possib ly o n e  individual 

Cow: teeth
C alcined anim al b on e (no sp ecies)

The publication o f  this report has been aided by  
a grant from  English Heritage.
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