
Diana Whaley, A Dictionary of Lake District Place-Names, English Place-Name Society, Regional
Series, 1 (English Place-Name Society, Nottingham, 2006), pp. xli + 423, 32 ills. isbn 0
904889 72 6. £20

This is the first volume in a new series from the English Place-Name Society; if its successors
are as thoughtfully planned, and well written, as this book then a wide public will be placed
further in the Society’s debt. Hitherto both scholars and the general public have had to rely
upon the three E.P.N.S. volumes for Cumberland, the two later books on Westmorland — and
the much earlier work by Ekwall on those (former) Lancashire names in the south of the
peninsula. But ‘Cumberland’ was published between 1950 and 1952, and ‘Westmorland’
followed in 1967; much has changed in place-name studies over the last thirty years. What is
more, the emphasis in those earlier volumes was on names recorded before c. 1550, thus
ignoring more recent coinages.

This new volume provides a very complete listing and up-to-date discussion of Lake
District names, together with a clear introduction and — not the least of the book’s attractions
— a series of impressive colour plates. Professor Whaley is the mistress of economic discus-
sion, always readable yet never evading difficulties. The book is a delight and, though far
from the rucksack companion she originally envisaged, it ought to be kept for reference in the
boot of the car when travelling in the Lake District.

Tom Corfe (ed.), Hexham Lives (Hexham Local History Society, Occasional Publications, 7,
2006). pp. 137; many ills. isbn 0 9527615 7 2. £12.50

These 164 short biographies of Hexham’s citizens and significant visitors are the work of
members of the Hexham Local History Society. They range in date from the first century a.d.
(Flavinus) to Morton Charlton, whose camera recorded so much of Hexham’s twentieth-
century history. This is Tom Corfe’s last publication and is a reminder of how much the region
and our Society owed to his erudition and enthusiasm for the past. 

Jean V. Stirk, The Lost Mills. A History of Papermaking in County Durham (Sunderland:
University Press, 2006). pp. xiii + 236; ills. isbn 1873757 85 9. £12.95 (from Durham County
Local History Society).

This is a fascinating, and extremely well documented, account of an industry which was once
a significant part of the economy of County Durham. Tracing the history of some 45 mills, it
sets them in the context of their resources and their communities.

XVII

BOOK NOTICES, 2007

Richard N. Bailey

AA Article 17  5/2/08  2:11 pm  Page 379



Also received: 

David Breeze, Roman Scotland: Frontier Country (Batsford/ Historic Scotland, rev. ed. 2006).
pp. 138; many ills. isbn 0 7134 8995 2. £15.99

Nick Bridgland, Urquhart Castle and the Great Glen ((Batsford/ Historic Scotland, 2005) pp. 128;
many ills. £15.99
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