
SUMMARY

Durham was a regional centre of education during the middle ages, and references survive to seven
schools in the city. These included provision for elementary teaching, a pre-1400 public grammar
school, endowed public grammar and song schools founded by Bishop Langley in 1414, and schools
maintained by the monks of the cathedral priory for their novices, almonry boys, and singing boys.
After reviewing the history of these schools, this article examines the surviving evidence about their
teachers, some 56 of whose names are recorded up to 1539. It provides a list of the names, together with
their owners’ known dates of tenure and other biographical information. The article adds to our
understanding of learning in the diocese of Durham up to the Reformation, not only in the city but
outside it, since some of the teachers also followed careers as parish clergy.

he principal centres of education in medieval England , apart from
uni versities, were the cathedral cities. This came about for several reasons. All were
seats of bishops and diocesan administrations, most had relatively large populations

and economies, and some (like Durham) were also county towns. Local people came to visit
them, trade, or settle. Bishops were likely to take an interest in schools, while towns generated
a greater demand for literacy, a demand extending by the twelfth century beyond the clergy
and into the upper ranks of the laity. All these factors made cathedral cities well-suited to the
establishment of schools to serve their own conurbations and the surrounding countryside.

Durham shared these advantages and its educational provision was proportionately large
in consequence. Records exist of seven schools, public or private, in the city between the
twelfth and sixteenth centuries, and the number may well have been higher because no
author ities in the middle ages, religious or secular, kept a tally of schools, and few medieval
records mention them. Several valuable studies have been made of individual schools in
Durham or of periods in their history, but none has yet attempted to survey the whole of local
education during the period from about 1100 until the Reformation.1 The present author has
attempted to fill this gap with a concise account in the forthcoming collaborative history of
Durham Cathedral, edited by Professor David Brown. The limited space available in that
volume, however, does not permit the inclusion of all the available evidence, particularly
about the schoolmasters of whom some 56 are known by name up to 1539. The article that
follows provides a list of these men together with such details of their careers as are recover -
able. It is prefaced by a survey of the schools in which they worked and an analysis of what
may be learnt from their biographies.

The seven schools will be best discussed in the chronological sequence in which they are
recorded. The earliest known centre of education in Durham is the cathedral, which became
a Benedictine monastery in 1083. At that time monasteries admitted boys as monks, and the
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cathedral would have had to arrange for the education of such boys in Latin so that they
could perform the liturgy and understand the monastic rule, along with the scholarly works
read in a monastery. During the twelfth century, however, the admission of boys ceased
through  out the English monasteries. This may reflect greater concern about the difference
between children and adults, while the emergence of fee-paying schools in towns allowed
boys to be educated before they committed themselves to be monks.2 By 1200 it is probable
that the cathedral’s monastic recruits were entering a year or two after puberty, having had a
basic schooling in the outside world. Their knowledge was then improved in a small monastic
school of about half a dozen novices supervised by a senior monk, known as the master of the
novices.3 Entrants were taught the liturgy, the Rule of St Benedict, and the history and
traditions of the monastery — teaching that took place by the 1530s in the west walk of the
cloisters.4 By the beginning of the fourteenth century, Benedictine monasteries were embrac -
ing more ambitious ideas of education, and in 1311 and 1336 papal ordinances laid down that
they should appoint and pay schoolmasters (either monks or outsiders) to teach their inmates
grammar, logic, and philosophy.5 In the fifteenth century, we also hear of some of the monks
learning music of a more advanced kind in order to perform a daily Lady mass in honour of
the Virgin Mary.6 Benedictine houses were directed to send well-qualified monks to uni -
versity, and Durham began the process of establishing a centre at Oxford for this purpose,
Durham College, in 1286.7 In due course graduates from the college may have delivered
lectures on theology at Durham to the main body of monks, as was the case in other major
Benedictine houses, but no record of this practice has survived.

Education for the public in Durham can be traced from the beginning of the twelfth
century. By that time there were coming to be two recognised levels of schooling in England.
The lower, known as ‘song’, involved the learning of the Latin alphabet, the recognition and
pronunciation of Latin words through basic texts such as the Lord’s Prayer, and the singing
of Latin psalms and hymns to plainsong.8 The upper, known as ‘grammar’, taught the morph -
ology and syntax of Latin and the ability to compose, translate, and speak it.9 Most cathedral
cities in the twelfth century provide evidence of a public grammar school with a measure of
official status, regulated by the bishop, archdeacon, or (in the case of cathedrals of secular
canons) the cathedral chancellor. Some of these cities and certain other towns furnish similar
records of a public and authorised song school. In Durham, however, nothing is known of a
school of the latter kind until the early fifteenth century. The only mentions of learning to read
and to sing occur in Reginald of Durham’s Life of St Godric, written between about 1177 and
1190, in which Godric is said to have learnt ‘some of the psalms and later the psalter’ in
Durham in about the 1110s, when he was middle-aged. He later joined a class of boys practis -
ing their first letters in a church of St Mary: either St Mary-le-Bow or St Mary in the South
Bailey.10 It may be that most pupils who learnt to read and sing in the city did so, like Godric,
at small informal schools in churches or private houses. This was often the case in medieval
England, because it was difficult to confine the relatively wide demand for elementary
education to a single institution, while the status and profits of such education were too
humble for the Church authorities to take much interest in it. The teaching of song could be
left to any parish clergy, parish clerks, or literate lay persons willing to do the task.

Grammar was a different matter. It was learnt by a smaller number of pupils who took
several years to do so and paid more for the privilege. It was crucial to the maintenance of a
well-qualified clergy, and for these reasons attracted the attention of bishops and cathedrals
in a way that song did not. Durham may have possessed an authorised grammar school by
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1114, since a later charter — spurious, but possibly based on a genuine document — mentions
a schoolmaster at about that date.11 It certainly had one by 1190 when the school features in
Reginald’s Life of Godric. He called it ‘the school of clerks,’ and an episcopal document of
1229 used the term ‘the school of liberal arts’.12 Although it probably existed for over three
hundred years, until 1414, little is recorded about it, but that is not unusual: indeed it is rare
to find a city grammar school of that period with better documentation. The Durham gram -
mar school probably had a patron, either the bishop or the archdeacon, who appointed its
master, and the master’s wages would have come from fees paid by his pupils. In view of this,
the patron would have assured him of an adequate number of pupils by prohibiting other
public grammar schools in the city. The school appears to have stood near the bottom of the
steps from St Nicholas church to what is now known as Back Silver Street; at least that is
where a school is mentioned in 1283 in connection with a brawl between the archbishop of
York, his retinue, and local youths.13 As the term ‘liberal arts’ implies, it would have taught
grammar and probably logic. Its only schoolmaster of whom anything may be said is Alan de
Wackerfield in 1235, who was entitled magister, implying that he was a master of arts and
there fore a learned man.14 Between 1217 and 1224 Simon de Farlington, archdeacon of
Durham, gave an estate to the cathedral for the support of three scholars of the school each
day with food and lodging in the cathedral almonry.15 This is only resource known to have
existed for the school’s benefit, apart from its building.

In 1414, two new schools were established by Bishop Thomas Langley, almost certainly
involving the discontinuance of the earlier grammar school of which no more is heard. In that
year, Langley commissioned agents to found a chantry of two chaplains in the Galilee chapel
at the west end of the cathedral, saying prayers for his soul.16 One chantry priest was also
required to teach a song school and the other a grammar school, while a fifteenth-century
account of Langley’s life states that he provided two school buildings for this purpose which,
from later records, are known to have stood on the east side of Palace Green, a site now
occupied by Bishop Cosin’s almshouse.17 Langley provided an endowment of £4 per annum
to pay the chantry priests but, since this was insufficient for their salaries, they were expected
to charge fees as in the previous grammar school, except from those too poor to pay. Langley’s
motives and models are hard to identify. He may have felt that Durham needed an official
song school, such as existed in some other northern towns, or that schooling should be more
closely linked with the Church in view of the appearance of Lollard heresy in England.18 Only
one foundation of a chantry in tandem with a grammar school had yet been made in England:
at Wotton-under-Edge in Gloucestershire in 1384.19 This possessed slightly different features
from Langley’s scheme and there is no evidence that he knew of it. He appears to have been
less an imitator than a pioneer who was feeling his way towards a new kind of provision for
education, since he changed his plans as time went on. The post of chantry song schoolmaster
was soon suspended, although the school itself may have continued to exist under a fee-earn -
ing deputy, and the grammar master’s salary was increased to £6 13s. 4d.20 At length, when
Langley neared his death (he died in 1437), he made a will in which he expressed a wish for
the reinstatement of the second chantry priest and an increase in the endowment of the chan -
tries.21 The song master was restored in 1438 and the endowment was raised to about £20 in
1440,22 after which the two schools functioned until the Reformation, and indeed beyond
since they were subsumed into the new cathedral foundation made by Henry VIII in 1541. It
remains unclear how far the schools provided free education after 1440, and how far fees
continued to be paid.
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The sixth and seventh schools of which we know in medieval Durham were based at the
cathedral. By the mid fourteenth century, and perhaps as early as the late thirteenth, the
monks of the cathedral admitted boys to be maintained in their almonry on the outer edge of
the monastic precinct. This was a development paralleled in other large monasteries of the
Bene dic tine and Augustinian orders.23 At first the motive for admitting boys to monastic
almon ries was mainly altruistic: to use some of the house’s resources to maintain and educate
children of comparatively limited resources, perhaps with a view to them becoming monks
or parish clergy. By the fourteenth century, however, this purpose was modified in most
places to benefit boys linked with the house in question: relatives of monks, sons of tenants,
or boys nominated by powerful local people with whom monks wished to have good rela -
tions. The presence of almonry boys at Durham is first hinted at in a payment of 1347–8 to the
‘boy bishop of the almonry’.24 By 1438 they numbered thirty, and this remained the comple -
ment until the dissolution of the monastery in 1539.25 In 1446 it was laid down that they
should be chosen first and foremost from ‘the relatives and kinsmen of the monks. . . and in
this respect those more suitable to become monks’, although the prior should be free to admit
boys ‘at the request of lords and magnates whom we cannot offend’.26 The pronouncement
shows that the principle of favouring friends and neighbours was adopted at Durham as it
was elsewhere. Its almonry boys received board, lodging, and schooling, in return for which
they undertook moderate duties. These included certain boys, possibly only five, assisting the
monks in celebrating their daily masses at altars in the monastery and, in the case of a few
boys with good voices, playing a minor role in the music of the daily worship.27

The boys were taught on the outskirts of the monastery by a schoolmaster who was not a
monk but an incomer. The earliest mention of him occurs in 1352–3.28 In 1431 the post seems
to have been reconstituted by combining the duty of teaching with those of acting as chaplain
of the lay infirmary of the monastery and of celebrating occasional masses in the local chapel
of St Mary Magdalene. This arrangement required the master to be a priest, like those of the
Langley schools, and the first such master, John Messynger, was appointed as from Michael -
mas 1431 at a salary of £4 per annum.29 In 1438, however, the monastery sought to save money
by taking advantage of the re-endowment of the Langley schools. In return for giving permis -
sion for the Langley chantry to operate in the cathedral, the monks stipulated that the
almonry boys should be taught free of charge in the Langley schools and thereupon dismissed
their own schoolmaster.30 This arrangement lasted for four years after which it unravelled,
partly because the chaplaincy of the lay infirmary needed to be restored and perhaps because
the duties of the almonry boys at the cathedral conflicted with their tasks at the Langley
schools. The almonry school was therefore re-established at Christmas 1442 and continued to
function under a single priest-schoolmaster until the dissolution of the monastic cathedral in
1539.31 In or after about 1453 the Langley grammar master complained that the school was
teaching not only almonry boys but boys from outside the monastery, and persuaded the
bishop to forbid the practice. The monks replied indignantly that they had always admitted
external pupils although they claimed that there were not many of them.32 It is likely that the
school continued to take in at least a few such boys, and the title often given to the almonry
school after the mid fifteenth century, that of ‘the school’ or ‘grammar school’ of ‘the abbey of
Durham’, may have been meant to assert its claim to receive outsiders.33 The school was also
known as the ‘Farmery School’, alluding to its location in the lay infirmary which cared for
the non-monastic staff of the cathedral and stood in South Bailey, opposite and a few yards
north of the east gate of the abbey.34
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The other school within the monastery was for singing boys. By the second half of the four -
teenth century it was the custom at Durham, as in other large churches, to hold a daily mass
in honour of the Virgin Mary in a Lady chapel, which in Durham’s case was the Galilee
chapel. The mass included plainsong sung by a group of monks and boys, instructed by a can -
tor who was a lay employee of the monastery. During the fifteenth century the music became
more elaborate, involving embellishments of the plainsong and eventually poly phonic
singing in several parts. From 1430 onwards the cantors were hired with contracts that set out
their duties in detail, the earliest, that of John Stele, requiring him to teach an unspecified
number of monks and eight ‘secular boys’, the latter of whom were boys of the almonry.35 To
begin with, this teaching was done in available parts of the monastery — the chapter house
is mentioned being used — but later a special song school was constructed, probably in 1442,
at the south end of the nine-altar chapel.36 Up to the early fifteenth century the duties of the
singing boys were light and could have been discharged within the daily routine of the
almonry boys and their school. Later in the century the demands of the singing increased, and
more time would have been needed for training and rehearsal as well as perform ance, which
came to include an antiphon in praise of Jesus on Fridays.37 As a result the singing boys
became a more distinct group of the almonry boys, probably chosen with attention to their
voices, although their musical duties remained fewer than those of chor isters in secular
cathedrals and most of their week may still have resembled that of the rest of the boys.

It is usually easier to trace medieval schools as institutions, in the way that has just been
done, than to explore their membership and methods of work. In Durham’s case we are more
fortunate than usual in possessing the names of 56 of the schoolmasters, excluding those of
monks teaching novices who are not included in the present discussion. The names are
unevenly distributed. No teachers of reading or song, and only four masters of the city gram -
mar school, have been identified before 1414, but from then until 1539 the evidence is better,
and indeed superior to that of some comparable cities. It includes five (nearly all) of the song
schoolmasters of Bishop Langley’s foundation, thirteen (nearly all) of its grammar school -
masters, twenty (most) of the masters of the almonry school after 1431, and fourteen (nearly
all) of the cantors who taught at the song school after 1416. The cantors are chiefly known
from the contracts employing them, and the Langley and almonry masters from annual pay -
ments made to them by name: in the case of the Langley foundation by the receiver-general
of the bishop of Durham, and in that of the almonry school by the monastic almoner.38 The
accounts recording the payments do not survive for every year, however, hence the possibility
that a few of the names have been lost.

The Langley and almonry teachers belong to a particular category of late-medieval school -
masters in that they were statutorily priests, the former serving the chantry of Bishop Langley
and the latter the chapels of the lay infirmary and St Mary Magdalene. Not all school masters
in England were ordained in this way. Some, particularly those who ran fee-paying town
schools and private venture schools, were laymen, but many of the schools endowed or
reorgan ised in the fifteenth century were also chantries or, in the case of some monastic
houses, involved a secondary priestly responsibility. Such doubling of the functions of school -
master and priest may reflect the shortage of clergy that followed the population decline of
the fourteenth century. It certainly ran counter to any process of secularisation that was going
on in education, a process sometimes discerned in the involvement of lay people in literacy
and the endowment of schools.39 The intellectual qualities of the Durham schoolmasters are
harder to identify. Of the Langley song masters, one (William Dossy) was also a notary public
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(involving Latin skills) and another (William Cockey) may have been a bachelor of arts, but
one would not expect to find many highly latinate men of this kind as elementary teachers.
About seven of the Langley grammar masters are recorded as university graduates either
before or after their school-teaching careers. Edward Watson was a bachelor of grammar (a
degree conferred on schoolmasters), Henry Stafford and possibly John Spicer were masters of
arts, and the other four (William Broun, Nicholas Kelchith, Ralph Todd, and Thomas Todde)
held bachelors’ degrees in canon or civil law. In addition, John Artays mentions four Latin
books in his will of 1442 and one of his friends accorded him the title magister, which implies
gradua tion but may have been simply a compliment. The almonry teachers were less distin -
guished in this respect. Only two of them, Thomas Thomson and a certain ‘Palmer’, are found
described as magister, and they both functioned briefly in 1516–17. On the other hand John
Garner came to the almonry school after teaching at Richmond, in Yorkshire, and John
Hochonson from the Langley grammar school, so that they at least brought with them class -
room experience. The difference in qualifications between the Langley grammar masters and
those of the almonry may partly reflect the salaries offered to each. Both Langley masters
received £10 per annum after 1440, which was a similar sum to that of endowed grammar
school masters elsewhere, but the almonry masters got only £3 plus board and lodging, an
inferior package probably worth a third less than that of the Langley school. Graduates may
have not have rated the almonry post.

We have no means of knowing whether or not these masters were good teachers, since
even graduation tells us nothing about the skills of dealing with children. Still, the ability to
be appointed to a teaching post (at least in the Langley grammar and almonry schools) indi -
cates a substantial level of latinity, and this provides some useful evidence towards recon -
structing the learning of the clergy of Durham and its diocese. That a parish priest taught in
these schools tells us something about his learning when little else does so unless he was a
graduate. The present study has not succeeded in tracing all the priest-schoolmasters to posts
and benefices before or after their work as teachers. Some probably never held the rectories,
vicar ages, or canonries whose occupants are best recorded, and patient research may identify
them among the unbeneficed clergy who worked as curates, chantry priests, or other kinds of
chap lains. Robert Sotheron had been a chaplain at Greatham, near Hartlepool, whilst John
Messynger and Thomas Saundreson went on to be chaplains at Barnard Castle, and Thomas
Harper a chantry priest in Durham. Seven or eight schoolmasters left teaching to hold parish
or collegiate benefices, these being William Broun, Nicholas Kelchith, John Powter, Robert
Sotheron, Ralph Todd, Thomas Todde, George Trewhytt, and possibly John Spicer. Some of
them were promoted by the cathedral to parishes in its gift. Such changes of career from
school to parish are well-attested elsewhere in England, and reflected the fact that a rectory
or vicarage was generally more lucrative than a school, and lighter in terms of work. None -
the less, few late-medieval clerical schoolmasters gained parishes of more than of middling
value, and this was so at Durham. William Broun, the most successful, held the deanship of
Lanchester collegiate church along with other benefices, but he was not typical since he had
been chosen by Langley to inaugurate the chantry foundation. In one unusual case, Robert
Sotheron acquired a canonry of Norton prebendal church while acting as Langley’s song
master, gaining a papal dispension to do so, but the canonry was valued at only £4 6s. 8d. in
1535.40

The cantors of the cathedral song school form a group of their own. As far as can be
gathered, they were all laymen. John Stele, who was contracted to serve in 1430, is stated to
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have been married, as was Robert Perrott to whom the post was offered in 1512. Several of
them may be termed professional musicians, in that they held similar posts before or after
their service at Durham. Alexander Bell (in office 1487–c. 1496) had previously been master of
the choristers of New College and Magdalen College, Oxford, and left to become a vicar
choral at Salisbury Cathedral. Robert Perrott was one of Bell’s successors at Magdalen
College, although in the end he declined the Durham appointment. Thomas Ashwell (1513–
c. 1525) had a particularly long musical career, having been a chorister of St George’s Chapel,
Windsor, a clerk of Tattershall College, in Lincolnshire, and master of the choristers of Lincoln
Cathedral. He and John Brymley (c. 1535–76) both composed church music that survives. The
appointments of such men show that the prior and chapter of the cathedral sought good can -
di dates who would organise their music to the high level of other major churches. The salaries
offered to them were generally of £10, the same as that of endowed grammar masters and a
rate that was common for church musicians of the period. The fifteenth and early sixteenth
cen turies were a time of great development of church music, especially of polyphony, and the
monks of Durham evidently sought the prestige and spiritual impact that such music
produced.

Little can be said about the internal life of the Durham schools, but this is true of most of
their English counterparts, so that the reconstruction of classroom working must be built up
from scraps of information gathered throughout the country.41 The likelihood is that reading,
song, and grammar were taught at Durham as they were elsewhere, since England had
national rather than local standards in this respect. Thus Latin grammar was studied through
schoolbooks in Latin, perhaps expounded by the master in English, until about 1400 when
John Leland, an Oxford schoolmaster, produced elementary Latin schoolbooks in English.42

This innovation reached Durham quickly: there was an English version of Donatus’s basic
Latin grammar at the cathedral by 1416, and notes on Latin grammar in English survive from
the early fifteenth century in a manuscript in the cathedral library.43 At a more advanced
stage, grammars and dictionaries in Latin would have been used, and John Artays, who is
recorded running the grammar school from 1418 to 1442, bequeathed to it the standard Latin
dictionary of the day, the Catholicon.44 As to terms and holidays, the fact that no-one was paid
for running the almonry school between 1 August and 29 September 1438, at a time when
tempo rary teachers were being employed, suggests that this was the time of the school’s sum -
mer vacation leading to a new school year at the latter date, Michaelmas Day.45 Such a pattern
was commonly followed elsewhere.

Numbers of pupils at Durham are unknown, but the almonry school had to serve its own
thirty boys and probably some outsiders, so it must have housed at least forty, and the two
Langley schools may each have been larger than this. Schools in major cities might include a
hundred or even 150 boys.46 A few pupils’ names survive by chance. The most famous is that
of John de Balliol, later king of Scotland, who is recorded saying that ‘he had spent a long time
in the school of Durham’, probably in the 1260s and at the early grammar school.47 He was a
third son, and may have studied in order to become a cleric before deciding to remain a lay -
man. In 1387 the monks of Durham promised to provide food, clothing, and support at gram -
mar school in Durham or elsewhere to a youth named John, son of Walter del More, possibly
from the Finchale area.48 Some members of the almonry school are referred to in cathedral
records. In about 1448, the prior of Durham wrote to Sir Robert Ogle, a Northumbrian knight,
agreeing to admit a boy sent by Ogle ‘to his alms and school’ in return for Ogle’s support for
the monastery in its affairs at Norham.49 About five years later the monks grandly asserted
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that the pupils of their almonry school had included ‘the [present] lord prior [John Wess -
ington] and other magnates, gentlemen, and priests, and many others of the diocese of
Durham’.50 These bits of evidence suggest, as one would expect, that the pupils of the Durham
schools came from inside and outside the city, and tended to come either from the wealthier
classes or (if poorer) to have the backing of those who were wealthy. 

What then is the significance of Durham’s medieval schools? They accord with what one
would expect to find in a cathedral city. There was elementary education, scarcely ever
recorded here or elsewhere because it was carried on in small schools in churches or houses
taught by priests, parish clerks, laymen, and even laywomen. The city had a grammar school
from the twelfth century onwards, which was largely independent of the cathedral until 1414,
as were its sisters in other monastic cathedral cities like Canterbury, Winchester, and Wor -
cester. The cathedral monastery provided education for its novices, came to provide support
and teaching for almonry boys, and developed liturgical music with the assistance of boys
who were given some specialised training. The careers of the teachers, the management of the
schools, and the subjects studied, in so far as these matters are known, resemble those to be
found in the rest of England. The most distinctive feature of education in Durham is Bishop
Langley’s school foundation. It is an odd foundation in certain respects. As an example of the
combination of chantry and school, it is very early and anticipates the majority of such pro -
jects which date from the 1440s onwards.51 It was not, at least to begin with, a fully endowed
free school but a minimally endowed one that offered free education only to the poor. And its
provision of an authorised elementary song school in Durham came at a time when schools
of this kind with an official status had largely disappeared from towns elsewhere.52

Anomalous features like these, of course, are characteristic of pioneer projects which lack
established models. Other aspects of Langley’s foundation were more in tune with his era.
The involvement of a bishop in endowing school education was one. This had been unusual
in the fourteenth century although John Grandisson of Exeter founded Ottery St Mary col -
legiate church with a schoolmaster in 1338 and William Wykeham of Winchester created Win -
chester College in 1382.53 Langley was the next in this respect, followed by Henry Chichele of
Canterbury at Higham Ferrers in 1422 and by a series of others later in the century.54 Langley’s
linkage of chantry and school was widely reproduced later on, with the result that schooling
in many places (particularly at the level of grammar) was brought more closely into contact
with the Church. More teachers were required to be priests and (in Durham’s case) their
schools moved from the city proper to a site close to the cathedral. In these respects his plans
accorded with the current of development in English schools, but why he made them when
he did, and why he chose the framework that he did, are likely to remain a mystery.

A LIST OF KNOWN SCHOOLMASTERS IN DURHAM BEFORE 1541

Abbreviations

AC Durham Cathedral Archives, Almoner’s Accounts
app. appointed
BA bachelor of arts
BCanL bachelor of canon law
BCL bachelor of civil law
BGram bachelor of grammar
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CCB Durham University Library, Church Commissioners (Bishop of Durham)
coll. collated (appointed and instituted by the bishop)
CPR Calendar of Patent Rolls
DCD Durham Cathedral Archives, Dean and Chapter documents
DD doctor of divinity
Emden, BRUC A. B. Emden, Biographical Register of the University of Cambridge
Emden, BRUO, i–iii A. B. Emden, Biographical Register of the University of Oxford to 1500
Emden, BRUO, iv A. B. Emden, Biographical Register of the University of Oxford 1501–40
inst. instituted to a benefice
MA master of arts
Nland Northumberland
occ. occurs
ord. ordained, ordination
poss. possible, possibly
prob. probable, probably
SS Surtees Society Publications
vac. vacated (reason unknown)

Grammar Schoolmasters of the C ity of Durham before 1414

Suirus. Magister scholarum, i.e. grammar master, poss. occ. 1108×1114; named in a later spurious
charter perhaps based on a genuine document (J. E. Burton (ed.), English Episcopal Acta, 5: York
1070–1154 (London, 1988), 2–7).

Alan de Wackerfield. ‘Who last ruled the school at Durham’, vac. by Jan–Feb 1235, when inducted
as rector of Branxton, Nland, on the presentation of the monks of Durham Cathedral (M.G. Snape
(ed.), English Episcopal Acta, 25: Durham 1196–1237 (London, 2002), 271). Magister.

W. Magister scolarum, i.e. grammar master, of Durham, occ. 22 June 1261 (DCD/Priory Reg. I, f. ii
2r–1v).

[Thomas de Wackerfeld?] Stated to have been schoolmaster of Durham in 1366 by the 
18th-century antiquary Thomas Randall (Durham Cathedral Library, MS Randall vol. 10, 347).
Randall saw episcopal records now lost, but this name looks suspiciously like a doublet of Alan de
Wackerfield.

John Fullour. Schoolmaster holding property from the bishop, 1377×1381 (W. Greenwell (ed.),
Bishop Hatfield’s Survey, SS, 32 (1857), 163).

Grammar Masters of the Langley Foundation

William Broune. Prob. grammar master. Named as a chaplain of the foundation 14 June 1414 (CPR
1413–16, 206–7). Vac. by 24 Dec 1416 (Reg. Langley, ii, 133). BCanL, poss. Cambridge. Dean of
Lanchester College, Dur., 1416 and c. 1418–24. Rector of St Denys, York, from 1416. Rector of
Walton-on-the-Wolds, Leics., from 1424. Canon of Newarke College, Leicester, 1424–5. Died 1425
(Emden, BRUC, 99; other references in Reg. Langley).

John Artays (Artas, Arteys). Grammar master. Coll. 24 Dec 1416 (Reg. Langley, ii, 133). Occ. 28 Sept
1439 (CCB/B/1/6). Poss. till death, 2 Aug×8 Sept 1442 (DCD/4.18.Spec.88). Usually described as
dominus but as magister grammatice in 1424, possibly indicating the university degree of ‘master of
grammar’ (Reg. Langley, iii, 25), and as magister three times in the will of Thomas Hebbeden, dean
of Auckland, 1435, who bequeathed him Guido delle Colonne’s Trojan War and 40s. (Reg. Langley,
iv, 161). His own will, dated 2 Aug 1442, requested burial in Durham Cathedral and bequeathed
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four books: John of Genoa, Catholicon (conveyed to the Langley schools), an abridgment of the
Catholicon, a breviary, and the Trojan War (DCD/4.18.Spec.88).

Robert Grene (Greyn). Grammar master. Poss. followed John Artays (above), but a grammar
master between them is also poss. Occ. 29 Sept 1453 (CCB/B/3/7). Occ. 28 Sept 1461
(CCB/B/3/10). Vac. by 29 Sept 1464 (CCB/B/3/11). His name is listed to be prayed for in the
Durham Liber Vitae, iii, 102.

John Spicer. Grammar master. Coll. after 28 Sept 1461 (CCB/B/3/10). Occ. 29 Sept 1464
(CCB/B/2/11). Vac. 28 Sept 1466 (CCB/B/2/12). Poss. identical with John Spicer of Bungay,
Suffolk, scholar of Eton and King’s College Cambridge, MA, on the grounds that this Spicer was
rector of Egglescliffe, Durham, in 1472; the Cambridge MA held several other benefices in Yorkshire
and southern England (Emden, BRUC, 545–6).

Nicholas Kelchith. Grammar master. Coll. 29 Sept 1466 (CCB/B/2/13). Vac. 28 Sept 1467 (ibid.).
BCanL by 1476. Clerk of the works to Bishop Laurence Booth of Durham, 1457×1476 (Wills and
Inventories, 101). Rector of Kirby Sigston, Yorkshire, presented by Durham Priory, 1469–77
(DCD/Priory Reg. IV, f. 202r; York, Borthwick Institute, Archbishop’s Reg. 22, f. 278v).
Rector of East Bridgford, Notts., from 1476 (Archbishop’s Reg. 22, f. 268r). 

Hugh Forster. Grammar master. Coll. 29 Sept 1467 (CCB/B/2/14). Occ. 28 Sept 1479
(CCB/B/2/24). Vac. by 29 Sept 1484 (CCB/B/3/29).

Thomas Todde (Toddy). Grammar master. Coll. after 28 Sept 1479 (CCB/B/2/24). Occ. 29 Sept 1484
(CCB/B/3/29). Absent 29 Sept 1487–28 Sept 1488 (CCB/B/3/30). Returned by 29 Sept 1491
(CCB/B/3/31). Still occ. 28 Sept 1496 (CCB/B/3/32), and poss. occ. 28 Sept 1497 (CCB/B/3/25).
Res. by 7 Sept 1500 (Reg. Fox, 140). Bachelor of law, prob. civil law. Vicar of Bywell St Peter, Nland.,
presented by Durham Priory, c. Jan 1499–1510; died by Sept 1510 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 126r; Fasti
Dunelmenses, 130).

James Fresfelder. Grammar master. Occ. 29 Sept 1487–28 Sept 1488 (CCB/B/3/30), but poss. before
and after these dates, perhaps as a temporary replacement for Thomas Todde.

John Hochonson. Grammar master. Coll. 7 Sept 1500 (Reg. Fox, 140). Occ. 29 Sept 1504
(CCB/B/3/33). Prob. vac. 28 Sept 1511 (CCB/B/4/39; compare CCB/B/4/40) or Christmas 1511
when app. master of the cathedral almonry school (AC 1511–12). Granted letters dimissory for ord.
in another diocese 1497 (Reg. Fox, 47). For his later career see below under the cathedral almonry
school.

William Watson. Grammar master. Coll. after 28 Sept 1511 (CCB/B/4/39A). Occ. 29 Sept 1512–28
Sept 1513 (CCB/B/4/42). Poss. identical with Edward Watson, below. To be distinguished from
William Watson, a chaplain in Durham, died 1507 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 83r).

Edward Watson. Grammar master. Poss. identical with William Watson, above. If not, coll. 29 Sept
1513 (CCB/B/4/42). Occ. 28 Sept 1519 (CCB/B/5/47). Vac. by 29 Sept 1520 (CCB/B/5/48).
Admitted to the degree of B Gram at Oxford 1512 after four years study and practice of grammar
(Emden, BRUO, iv, 610). This suggests that he taught in a grammar school before his Durham
appointment. To be distinguished from Edward Watson, vicar of Newburn, Nland., died 1500 (Reg.
Fox, 136).

George Fowbery. Grammar master. Coll. after 28 Sept 1519 (CCB/B/5/57). Occ. 29 Sept 1520
(CCB/B/5/48). Vac. 28 Sept 1529 (CCB/B/6/61). The name ‘Syr Georgius Folbery’ is entered, to be
prayed for, in the Durham Liber Vitae, iii, 102, whose editors identify him with both the grammar
master and George Folbery, MA and BD, Cambridge, fellow of Clare College, 1515; fellow of
Pembroke College; later master there 1537–40 (Venn, Alumni Cantabrigienses, ii, 154). However the
latter, although from a Northumberland family, has a career difficult to reconcile with that of the
grammar master, suggesting that there were two such men of the same name, of whom the
schoolmaster is the one listed in the Liber Vitae.

298 the schools and schoolmasters of durham, 1100–1539

A07 Orme:Layout 1  04/11/2010  15:51  Page 298



Ralph Todd. Grammar master. Coll. 29 Sept 1529 (CCB/B/6/63). Occ. 1535 (Valor Ecclesiasticus, v,
300, 324). Prob. vac. 28 Sept 1537 (CCB/B/6/68–69). BCL, Oxford, 1519. Ord. priest by 1519. Vicar
of Hart, Dur., 1537, poss. till 1554 (Reg. Tunstall, 70, 105). Vicar of Woodhorn, Nland., 1546–69 (ibid.,
87, 168). Vicar of Hartburn, Nland., to 1569 (ibid. 168). Died 1569 (Emden, BRUO, iv, 569).

Henry Stafford. Grammar master. Poss. coll. 29 Sept 1537 (CCB/B/6/69) but was not then a priest;
more prob. coll. Apr–May 1538 (see below). Vac. c. 28 Sept 1543 (CCB/B/7/75), or poss. later (see
Robert Hartburn, next entry). From Durham diocese. Born 1508/9. Scholar and fellow of Corpus
Christi College, Oxford, 1527–c. 1532. MA. Dispensed to be ordained quickly, 18 Apr 1538 (Emden,
BRUO, iv, 532).

Robert Hartburn. Coll. to Langley chantry (i.e. also as headmaster of the cathedral school), 6 July
1544 (Reg. Tunstall, 83). The chantry was dissolved in the spring of 1548. MA. Prob. identical with
Robert Hartburn, from County Durham, BA of Clare College, Cambridge, 1538–9, fellow 1539, MA
1541. Later returned to Cambridge as fellow of St John’s College, 1555, graduating as BD 1556
(Venn, Alumni Cantabrigienses, ii, 320). In that case, he is to be distinguished from Robert Hartburn,
previously master of the cathedral almonry school, since the latter is said to have died in 1543 (see
below).

Song Masters of the Langley Foundation

John Clayton. Prob. song master. Named as a chaplain of the foundation 14 June 1414 (CPR
1413–16, 206–7). Occ. 28 Sept 1419 (CCB/B/1/2). Vac. by 29 Sept 1424 (CCB/B/1/3).

Robert Sotheron. Song master. Occ. 29 Sept 1438 (CCB/B/1/6), prob. coll. within the previous nine
months (mandate for induction: Archid. Dunelm 68). Still occ. 28 Sept 1479 (CCB/B/2/24), and
prob. till death, which prob. took place between 1479 and Feb 1483 (DCD/1.10.Pont.6); he had been
replaced in his post by 29 Sept 1484 (CCB/B/3/29). From Durham diocese. Ord. priest 1424 (Reg.
Langley, v, 179). Chaplain of Greatham, Durham, occ. 1433 (ibid. vi, 14). Licensed to hold an
additional benefice without cure of souls or worth more than £10, 2 Oct 1456 (Cal. Papal Letters
1455–64, 119). Canon of Norton prebendal church, Durham, occ. 1461, prob. from 1456 till death
(DCD/Priory Reg. IV, ff. 126r, 172v). A man whose affairs extended well beyond the chantry and
school (Liber Vitae, iii, 116). Finchale Priory paid him over £20 in 1447–9 (Charters of Finchale, ccliii,
cclvi), and Durham Priory undertook to pay him £26 13s. 4d. in 1461 (DCD/Reg. Parv. III, f. 95v),
while he and others undertook to pay the priory £20 in 1468 (ibid. f. 136v). In 1478 mentioned as
having visited Rome where he delivered a sum of money for the use of the hospital of St Thomas
there (ibid. ff. 185v–186r).

William Dossy (Dosse). Song master. Coll. after 28 Sept 1479 (CCB/B/2/24). Prob. occ. 18 July 1483
(DCD/Priory Reg. IV, f. 223v); occ. 29 Sept 1484 (CCB/B/3/29). Vac. 28 Sept 1511 (CCB/4/39A;
compare CCB/4/40). A notary public, occ. 1494 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 23r). Acted as a surety for
Thomas Foderley, cantor (see below), 23 June 1496 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 37r).

Thomas Saundreson (Sandreson, Saunderson). Song master. Coll. 29 Sept 1511 (CCB/B/4/40).
Occ. 21 Oct 1522 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 177r). Vac. by 29 Sept 1523 (CCB/B/5/50). Chantry priest
of the Twelve Apostles in the castle chapel, Barnard Castle, Durham, app. 7 Aug 1530 (Letters and
Papers, Henry VIII, iv, part iii, 2976); occ. 1548 (Injunctions of Barnes, lxvii).

William Cockey (Cokey, Coke). Song master. Coll. after 28 Sept 1521 (CCB/B/5/48). Occ. 29 Sept
1523 (CCB/B/5/50) and 28 Sept 1547 (CCB/B/7/80). The chantry was dissolved in the spring of
1548. A William Cockey graduated BA at Oxford in 1516 (Emden, BRUO, iv, 125). Lay clerk of
Durham Cathedral, from 1541 (Durham University Library, Mickleton MS 32, f. 56r). Minor canon,
occ. 1547–8 (DCD/Treasurer’s Summary Account), 1558–9 (ibid.). Vac. by 1559–60 (ibid.).
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Masters of the Cathedral Almonry School

William de Couton. Occ. 1375–6 as magister scolarum infirmarie (AC 1375–6(B)), 1380–1 as magister
scolarum (AC 1380–1), 1394–5 as magister puerorum (AC 1394–5). The latter term is often used of
instructors of choristers in monasteries, but the others definitely apply to a master of the cathedral
almonry school.

John Partryk. Occ. 1416–31 (AC 1416–17, 1431–2). From York diocese. Ord. priest 1417 (Reg. Langley,
vi, 91). Coll. by the subprior of Durham to the chantry of St Mary in the chapel of St Margaret,
Durham, 5 Nov 1429 (DCD/Priory Reg. III, f. 133r–v0; occ. 11 Dec 1431 (ibid. f. 143r–v). He returned
to the post of almonry schoolmaster on subsequent occasions: see below.

John Messynger (Messanger). Prob. app. 29 Sept 1431 (AC 1431/2). Vac. Nov 1432 (AC 1432/3).
Ord. priest 1426 (Reg. Langley, v, 188–91). Chaplain of Barnard Castle, occ. 27 March 1437 (ibid. v,
17–18).

John Partrik (Partrike, Partryk). App. Nov 1432 (AC 1432/3). Vac. Nov 1433 (AC 1433/4), but
returned from 17 June to 29 Sept 1434 (ibid.).

Thomas Harper. App. Nov 1433 (Almoner’s Small Cartulary, p. 15; AC 1433/4). Absent 17 June to
29 Sept 1434 (ibid.). Back 29 Sept 1434–3 Nov 1436 (AC 1434/5, 1435/6, 1436/7). Absent 4 Nov
1436–1 Aug 1437 (see below). Back from 29 Sept 1437 (AC 1437/8). Vac. 29 Sept 1438 (AC 1438/9).
Chantry priest at the altar of St Mary in St Nicholas church, Durham, app. by the priory almoner
28 Nov 1438 (DCD/Almoner’s Small Cartulary, p. 15). Prob. identical with Thomas Harper,
chaplain, accused by the prior of Durham c. 1450 of being ‘cunning and hostile to the monastery’
and of acting at the papal curia on behalf of William Partrike, a monk of Durham who was claiming
to be prior of the dependent cell of Lytham (DCD/Reg. Parv. II, ff. 45r–46v). 

John Artays. Temporary master 4 Nov 1436–31 March 1437 (AC 1436/7). Also grammar master of
the Langley foundation.

John Ivegill. Temporary master Easter–1 Aug 1437 (AC 1437/8). Schoolmaster of Carlisle, to 1425.
Rector of Whitfield, Nland., from 1425 (Reg. Langley, iii, 42).

[The cathedral almonry school was not in operation between 29 Sept 1438 and Christmas 1442.]

John Partrik. Reapp. Christmas 1442 (AC 1442/3). Occ. May 1452 (AC 1451/2). Vac. by May 1453
(AC 1453/4).

Nicholas Seyntcler. App. May 1452–May 1453 (AC 1451/2, 1453/4). Occ. May 1459 (AC 1458/9).
Vac. by May 1460 (AC 1460/1).

John Garner (Gardiner). App. May 1459–May 1460 (AC 1458/9, 1460/1). Vac. Nov 1466 (AC
1466/7). Previously schoolmaster of Richmond, Yorkshire. Prior John Burneby wrote to Lord
FitzHugh on 17 Apr 1459 or 1460, asking that Garner might move to teach at Durham (DCD/Priory
Reg. IV, f. 134v, printed in Historiae Dunelmensis, ccclxxvi). To be distinguished from John Garner,
priest of Holy Island, Nland, occ. c.1463 (DCD/Reg. Parv. III, f. 115r–v).

William Wytter. App. c. Christmas 1466 (AC 1466/7). Vac. Nov 1472 (AC 1472/3).

Robert Moreslawe (Morslaw). App. c.Feb 1473 (AC 1472/3). Vac. by May 1477 (AC 1477–8). For his
later career, see below.

John Maynsforth. Occ. May 1477–May 1478 (AC 1477–8. Witnessed a sanctuary claim, 26 July 1477
(DCD/Priory Reg. IV, f. 180v). Vac. by June 1481 (AC 1481–2)

Robert Moreslawe. Occ. June 1481 (AC 1481–2), May 1486 (AC 1485/6). Prob. till death, c. May 1486
(see below). Vac. by May 1487 (AC 1487/8). Prob. identical with Robert Hochonson alias
Moreslawe, chaplain of the chapels of St James and St Andrew on Elvet Bridge, Durham, app. 11
July 1481 (DCD/Priory Reg. IV, f. 218v); died by 12 May 1486 (ibid. f. 227r).

Thomas Watson. Paid for half a year within the year May 1487–May 1488 (AC 1487/8).
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William Smyth. Occ. 1488–9 (DCD/Bursar’s Account 1488–9).

John Milner. App. after 1489 (Bursar’s Account 1488–9). Occ. June 1492 (AC 1492/3), May 1502 (AC
1501/2). Vac. by May 1504 (AC 1504/5). Mentioned as Robert Milner in a sanctuary claim, 4 Aug
1493 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 21r). Poss. replaced by John Clerke for a period around May 1494; see
the next entry.

John Clerke. Apparently recorded as ‘master of the grammar school of the abbey’ 10 May 1494
(DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 25r). Either an alias of John Milner, or a schoolmaster who took his place for
a limited period which did not begin earlier than May 1493 (AC 1492–3) or end later than May 1498
(AC 1498–9).

Edward Richardson. App. after May 1502 (AC 1501/2). Occ. May 1504 (AC 1504/5). Vac. June 1508
(AC 1507/8). From Durham diocese. Ord. deacon 1501 (Reg. Fox, 152).

Cuthbert Marshall. App. June 1508 (AC 1507/8). Occ. 27 Dec 1510 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 129r).
Vac. by June 1511 (AC 1511/12). Poss. identical with Cuthbert Marshall of Nland, MA and DD
Cambridge, later prebendary of York Minster and archdeacon of Nottingham, died 1550 (Venn,
Alumni Cantabrigienses, iii, 147), if his teaching at Durham was done very early in his career; it
should, however, have required him to be a priest by 1508.

John Hochonson (Hochenson). App. Christmas 1511 (AC 1511/12). Occ. May 1514 (AC 1513/14),
19 Aug 1515 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 162r), but must have ceased shortly after since not in AC
1515/16. Previously grammar master of the Langley foundation. On 10 Sept 1515 the prior of
Durham wrote a testimonial for John Huchenson, priest, certifying his ordination and good
behaviour because he wished to travel to unknown places for the purpose of learning and to seek
‘a more substantial position’ (uberiorem exhibicionem) (DCD/Priory Reg. Parv. IV, f. 203v). This
would accord with Hochonson’s departure from the almonry post, but a reference to the priest of
the testimonial having been ordained by the suffragan of Bishop Thomas Ruthall of Durham
(1509–23), if correct, does not fit with Hochonson’s likely ordination between 1497 and 1500. 

Thomas Thomson. Poss. app. May 1515 in view of John Honchonson’s career (see above). Paid May
1515–May 1516 (AC 1515/16), and then with ‘Master Palmario’ May 1516–May 1517 (AC 1516/17).
Vac. by May 1518 (AC 1518/19). Described as Magister. Unlikely to be identical with Thomas
Thomson of Durham diocese, DD of Cambridge, Master of Christ’s College 1510–17, died 1540
(Venn, Alumni Cantabrigienses, iv, 227), on the grounds that the latter is unlikely to have done even
temporary duty as a schoolmaster in Durham

— Palmer (Palmario, dative case). App. within the financial year May 1516–May 1517; taught in
tandem with, or as a replacement for, Thomas Thomson (AC 1516/17). Vac. by May 1518 (AC
1518/19). Described as Magister.

John Powter (Powlter). Adm. after May 1517 (AC 1517/18). Occ. May 1518 (AC 1518/19), June 1519
(ibid.). Vac. at or by June 1520 (AC conjecturally 1520/1 but poss. a year earlier). Rector of West
Rounton, Yorkshire, presented by Durham Priory, till death; died 1521 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, 
f. 192v).

George Trewhytt (Trewhyt). Adm. in or after June 1519 (AC conjecturally 1520/1 but poss. a year
earlier). Occ. June 1520 (ibid.), and over a two year period (AC conjecturally 1521–2 but poss. a year
earlier). Prob. vac. c. Feb 1522 (see below). Vicar of Edlingham, Nland, presented by Durham Priory,
inst. 12 Feb 1522, till death; died by Aug 1524 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, ff. 193r–v, 205v). A Thomas
Trewhytt was a monk of Durham, 1514–16, and then of Lytham, Lancs. (Liber Vitae, iii, 416).

Richard Haddoke. Prob. adm. after Feb 1522 (see above). Occ. June 1522 (AC 1522/3), May 1525
(AC 1524/5). Vac. by May 1526 (AC 1526/7).

Robert Hartburn. App. after May 1525 (AC 1524/5). Occ. May 1526 (AC 1526/7). Till surrender of
the monastery, 31 December 1539. Prob. from Stillington in Redmarshall, Durham (Wills and
Inventories, 186–7). Rector of Kimblesworth, Durham, 1526–43, died 1543 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, 
f. 213v; Reg. Tunstall, 81; Rites of Durham, 91–2). Unless his death date is incorrect, he must be
distinguished from Robert Hartburn, subsequently master of Durham Cathedral School (see above).
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Cantors or Masters of the Cathedral Song School

Nicholas. Described as ‘cantor’, 1387–8 (Hostiller’s Accounts; Fowler, Extracts from Account Rolls, i,
134).

William. Described as ‘cantor’ or as ‘Chantour’. Occ. 1416/17 (AC, Communar’s, Feretrar’s,
Hostiller’s, and Sacrist’s Accounts). Mentioned with a small payment, 1420/1 (Almoner’s
Accounts).

Richard Wymond (Wymonde). Occ. 1418/19 (Hostiller’s Accounts), to 1421/2 (Bursar’s Hostiller’s,
and Sacrist’s Accounts). Prob. identical with Richard Wymond, ord. priest 1422, title of Drax Priory,
Yorks. (Reg. Langley, v, 158, 160, 162). A John Wymond was a monk of Durham, 1414–1423/4.

Hugh Westmorland. Occ. 1423/4 (Hostiller’s Accounts). A Robert Westmorland was a monk of
Durham, 1424–47.

William Davey. Occ. 1424/5, 1425/6 (Hostiller’s Accounts).

John Stele. App. 22 Dec 1430 (DCD/Priory Reg. III, ff. 137v–138r); reapp. 2 Jan 1448 (idem, IV, 
f. 60r; Loc. XXVIII/15–16). In office till 1486/7 (Sacrist’s Accounts). Prob. till death, shortly before
23 June 1487 (see below). Married.

Alexander Bell. App. 23 June 1487 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, ff. 3v–4r). Prob. occ. 22 Apr 1494
(DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 23r). Master of the choristers of New College, Oxford, occ. 1485–6, and of
Magdalen College, Oxford, occ. 1486/7. Vicar choral of Salisbury Cathedral, occ. 1495–1502, and
master of the choristers there, occ. 1495/6. Men of the same name occ. as a notary public at Durham
in 1492 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 19v), and as graduating MA at Cambridge, 1507–8 (Emden, BRUO,
i, 160). His name is entered to be prayed for in the Durham Liber Vitae, iii, 592. See also R. Bowers,
‘An early-Tudor monastic enterprise’, in J. G. Clark (ed.) The Culture of Medieval English Monasticism
(Woodbridge, 2007), 21–54, at 44.

Thomas Foderley. App. 23 June 1496 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 37r). Occ. 1500/1 (Bursar’s Accounts).

John Tildesley. App. 23 June 1502 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 70r). Occ. 1501–6 (AC). Vac. 31 May 1506
(Bursar’s Accounts).

Robert Langforth (Langford). Occ. 1506/7 (AC, Bursar’s Accounts). Vac. 1511/12 (AC, Bursar’s
Accounts).

Robert Perrott (Porret). App. 28 Apr 1512 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, f. 142r–v). Did not take up the
office. Master of the choristers of Magdalen College, Oxford c. 1510–1535. Married. Biography by 
R. Bowers in Oxford Dictionary of National Biography.

William Robson (Robynson). Occ. 1512/13 (Bursar’s Accounts), 1513/14 (AC). For his further term
of office, see below.

Thomas Ashwell (Ashewell, Hashewell). App. 24 Dec 1513 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, ff. 152r–3r). Occ.
1524/5 (AC 1524–5 (B); Hostiller’s Book). Chorister of St George’s Chapel, Windsor, 1491–3. Clerk
of Tattershall College, Lincs., 1502–3. Master of the choristers, Lincoln Cathedral, occ. 1508. Author
of surviving compositions. His name and that of Katherine Ashwell (presumably his wife or
mother) are entered to be prayed for in the Durham Liber Vitae, iii, 590. Biography by R. Bowers in
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography.

William Robson. Re-occ. 1527/8 (Chamberlain’s Accounts), 1534/5 (Bursar’s Book K). Married; his
widow occ. 1533–4 (ibid.). 

John Brymley (Bromley). App. by spring 1535 (AC 1535/6; Valor Ecclesiasticus, v, 302), but not given
a contract until 17 Feb 1537 (DCD/Priory Reg. V, ff. 261v–262r). Till surrender of the monastery, 
31 Dec 1539. Born 1501–2 (Raine, Depositions, 148). Subsequently master of the choristers of the
reformed cathedral. Till death; died 13 Oct 1576. Author of surviving compositions. Buried in the
Galilee Chapel. Biography by J. Morehen in The New Grove Dictionary of Music, iv, 355.
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NOTES
1 I am deeply grateful to Dr G. B. Crosby and Dr Roger Bowers for their generous help and advice

in researching and writing this article.
Previous studies of medieval schools and education in Durham include Leach, ‘Durham’ 365–86;

Bowers, ‘Educational Provision and Policy’; Crosby, ‘Studies in the History of the Song School’;
Vickerstaff, ‘Thomas Langley and the nature of public education in Durham city, 1400–1550’;
Crosby, ‘The Choral Foundation of Durham Cathedral, c. 1350–c. 1650’; Harvey, Lay Religious Life in
Late Medieval Durham, especially 120–4; and Crosby, Come on Choristers!, 2nd ed.

2 Orme, Medieval Schools, 256, 267.
3 It is curious that the considerable evidence about the monastic officers at Durham makes no

mention of masters of the novices with the possible exception of Richard Crosby in the 1530s
(Durham Liber Vitae, i, 492–503; iii, 420). 

4 Rites of Durham, 84–5.
5 Orme, Medieval Schools, 267–71.
6 DCD/Priory Reg. III, ff. 137v–138r, and see the contracts of the cantors cited in the list of

schoolmasters above.
7 R. B. Dobson, ‘The Religious Orders 1370–1540’ in J. I. Catto and R. Evans (eds.) The History of

the University of Oxford, vol. ii: Late Medieval Oxford, Oxford (1992), 550–2.
8 Orme, Medieval Schools, 55–66.
9 Ibid., 66–8, 86–127.

10 Reginald of Durham, Libellus. . . S. Godrici, 59–60.
11 English Episcopal Acta, 5, 2–7.
12 Reginald of Durham, Libellus. . . S. Godrici, 366–8; English Episcopal Acta, 25, 275–6.
13 Historiae Dunelmensis Scriptores Tres, 65.
14 English Episcopal Acta, 25, 271.
15 R. Surtees, The History and Antiquities of the County Palatine of Durham, 4 vols, London (1816–40;

repr. East Ardsley, 1972), ii, 348; English Episcopal Acta, 25, 251, 275–6.
16 For the bishop’s commission to his agents, see DCD/3.3.Pont.7; their ordinance of foundation is

preserved in the National Archives, Kew, C 66/394 mm 10–11 and calendared in [Public Record
Office, now The National Archives] CPR 1413–16, 206–7.

17 Historiae Dunelmensis Scriptores Tres, 146; Durham Cathedral Library, MS Hunter 13, f. 50r–v.
18 On the possible educational consequences of Lollardy, see Orme, Medieval Schools, 222, and on

awareness of Lollardy in England by the authorities in Durham, J. A. F. Thomson, The Later Lollards
1414–1520, London (1965), 192–3, and A. Goodman, ‘The Church and religion in Newcastle,
1080–1540’, in D. Newton and A. J. Pollard (eds.), Newcastle and Gateshead before 1700, Chichester
(2009), 112–3.

19 N. Orme, Education in the West of England 1066–1548, Exeter (1976), 190–9; Orme, Medieval
Schools, 228–9.

20 Durham University Library, Special Collections, CCB/B/1/2–3.
21 York, Borthwick Institute, Archbishop’s Reg. 19, ff. 501r–592v, printed in Historiae Dunelmensis

Scriptores Tres, ccxli–vii.
22 CPR 1436–41, 399.
23 On this subject, see Bowers, ‘Almonry schools’, 177–222.
24 DCD/Lytham Roll 1347/8.
25 DCD/3.3.Pont.9; DCD/Cartuarium, iii, f. 286r.
26 DCD/Loc.XXVII:15.
27 On numbers of boys serving masses, see Bowers, ‘Almonry schools’, 193.
28 Extracts from the Account Rolls, i, 207.
29 DCD/Almoner’s Accounts, 1431–2, 1432–3.
30 DCD/3.3.Pont.9; DCD/Cartuarium, iii, f. 286r; DCD/Almoner’s Accounts, 1438–9.
31 DCD/Almoner’s Accounts, 1442–3.
32 DCD/Loc.II:4.
33 Sanctuarium Dunelmense, 3, 23, 59, 68. These are extracts from DCD/Priory Registers.
34 Rites of Durham, 91–2.
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35 DCD/Priory Reg. III, ff. 137v–138r.
36 Bowers, ‘Educational provision’, 31, based on DCD/1.9.Pont 3 (article 31), /1.8.Pont.2 (article

31), and /2658 (article 6).
37 Rites of Durham, 34, 43–4, 62–3.
38 University Library, Special Collections, B/1/1–B/7/75; DCD/Almoner’s Accounts.
39 N. Orme, Education and Society in Medieval and Renaissance England, London and Ronceverte

(1989), 23–31.
40 Valor Ecclesiasticus, v, 319.
41 On this subject, see Orme, Medieval Schools, 55–66, 86–162.
42 Ibid. 105–8.
43 There was an English version of Donatus at the cathedral by 1416 (Catalogi Veteres Librorum, 111).

Notes on grammar in English survive in Durham Cathedral Library, MS B.IV.19 (Kitchin, ‘A
medieval Latin grammar’, 194–6; D. Thomson, A Descriptive Catalogue of Middle English Grammatical
Texts, New York and London, (1979), 182–4).

44 DCD/4.18.Spec.88.
45 DCD/Almoner’s Accounts, 1437–8.
46 Orme, Medieval Schools, 141–3.
47 Historiae Dunelmensis Scriptores Tres, 74.
48 DCD/Priory Reg. II, f. 252r.
49 DCD/Reg. Parv. II, f. 28v.
50 DCD/Loc.II:4.
51 Orme, Medieval Schools, 232–6.
52 Ibid. 64.
53 Orme, Education in the West of England, 165–7; Medieval Schools, 223–8.
54 Orme, Medieval Schools, 235.
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