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SUMMARY 

 

 

 

An archaeological watching brief was carried out on September 1st 2014 by Alan 

Williams Archaeology for Mr and Mrs Stephenson at the scheduled Bradley Hall, 

Wolsingham, County Durham during the excavation of a trench for the heating main 

of a wood-burning boiler. This fulfilled a condition of scheduled monument consent. 

 

The scheduled Bradley Hall includes the remains of a moated site, the ruins and 

remains of a fortified house incorporated within and alongside the modern 

farmhouse, a pillow mound and a series of medieval fishponds. The farmhouse is 

also a Grade II listed building.  

 

The trench for the heating main, 49m long, c. 0.4m wide and between 0.6m and 0.8m 

deep ran to the west and north of the house. It exposed the truncated remains of at 

least two walls. North-south running wall [4] was seen at the south end of the trench. 

It was of large sandstone blocks bonded with mortar and 1m wide. Its length was 

untested. It may have joined to the north with another truncated wall [10] seen within 

the trench or terminated before it reached that wall. Wall [10] ran east-west 3.4m to 

the north of the northern corner of the farmhouse. It was narrower than [4] at 0.8m 

wide but was also mortared. The robbed-out remains of a possible third wall may 

have been marked by east-west running trench [6] which ran parallel with and just 

over 1m to the north of [10]. 

 

The function and date of these walls remains uncertain. A few fragments of 

undiagnostic white-glazed ware and fragment of a white glazed handle in [12] shows 

that the fill of trench [6] occurred during or after the 18th or 19th centuries.  Although 

[4] and [10] were substantial structures there was no evidence for floor or yard 

surfaces around them although these may have been robbed out or truncated.  

 

No evidence was found to suggest that the east-west bank to the north of the 

farmhouse had formed over the demolished remains of a north range of the medieval 

house. 



Bradley Hall: Archaeological Watching Brief 5 

1. THE PROJECT 

 

1.1 Location 

Bradley Hall lies in open pasture land at NZ 10827 36207 c. 500m to the north of the 

River Wear and on a relatively flat area between Bradley Burn to the west and 

Thornley Beck, a little further away to the east. The A689 passes immediately to the 

south of the Hall running through Wolsingham two miles to the west and Crook, three 

miles to the east. The valley slope begins to steepen beyond the hall climbing 

towards Tow Law one and a half miles to the north.  

 

 
 

Figure 1:  Location of Bradley Hall, north of the River Wear and south of Tow Law 

 

 

1.2 Development Works 

The owners of scheduled and listed Bradley Hall applied for scheduled monument 

consent on 25th July 2014 to carry out required ground works for the installation of a 

wood-burning boiler to the north of the Hall immediately beyond the walled garden 

(see figures 2 and 3). A connecting heating main to the house would run for a 

distance of c. 50m into the cellar and would be routed in a trench. 

 

Reproduced from OS Landranger map 1:50 000 scale by permission of 

Ordnance Survey on behalf of The Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Licence number 100043652. 
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Scheduled Monument Consent for the development works was granted by English 

Heritage on 8th August 2014 (English Heritage ref: S00090220) with a range of 

conditions including the requirement that the groundworks should be accompanied 

by an archaeological watching brief. 

 

1.3 Archaeological Monitoring 

Monitoring of the groundworks was carried out by Alan Williams Archaeology on 1st 

September 2014 to a brief prepared by Dr R Young, Inspector of Ancient Monuments 

for English Heritage.  

 

 
 

Figure 2:   Bradley Hall and moated enclosure to the north-west. The course of the pipe 

trench for the wood burner is in red. Grid squares are 100m across. 

 

 

© Crown copyright 2010. All rights reserved. Licence number 100043652. 

 

N 
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2.  HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 

2.1 The scheduled monument of Bradley Hall includes the partially surviving 

earthworks of a medieval moated enclosure around a once fortified house (this also 

listed Grade II), a pillow mound (rabbit warren) to the north of the enclosure and a 

series of medieval fishponds immediately to the south, formerly fed by the Bradley 

Burn. 

 

2.2 Documentary evidence 

Bradley is mentioned in the Boldon Book of 1183 (Austin1982, 39, 41) held by a 

family of the same name.  By the time of Bishop Hatfield’s Survey (1377-1380), the 

holding was in the hands of Ralph Eure of Witton. His son, Sir William, gained licence 

to crenellate the house in 1431. Passing through the hands of the Tempest family, 

Bradley was owned by the Bowes family from 1569 and remained with them - 

although occupied by tenant farmers for much of the period - until the death of the 

last Bowes heir, Thomas, in 1844. Passing on to the Smithson family, and then after 

10 years to the Strakers.  In 1911, the Bradley Hall estate with five farms and totalling 

1200 acres was sold by auction as separate farms.  

 

2.3 Earthworks 

Long sections of the broad and deep moat (up to 7m wide and 1.8m deep) remain 

visible today. It forms a trapezoidal plan, enclosing an island a maximum of 110m 

east-west by 125m north-south. The northern and western arms and the north-

eastern angle are the most prominent and steep-sided. Much of the eastern arm, 

running through farm ranges, is levelled but survives as a buried feature. The south 

side of the moat has also been largely infilled, but is visible as a shallow linear 

depression for a part of its length.  A bank, up to 1.6m high and spread at points to 

10m wide, survives intermittently along the inner edge of the moat. An external bank, 

of similar maximum dimensions, can also be seen in places around the moat. It is 

thought that the original entrance into the island was at the north-west corner. 

 

Other, quite slight earthworks can be seen on the island. The north-west quarter of 

the interior, for instance, is raised. This, perhaps, marks the remains of buildings 

associated with the probable entrance across the moat at this angle into the island.  

A pond within the interior is relatively modern. Earthworks to the west and north of 

the current farmhouse may represent the location of early domestic ranges (see 

below).  

 

2.4 The house  

Remains of a fortified house pre-date and are amalgamated within the present 

(three-storey, double pile) farmhouse and attached south range (forming an ‘L’ plan) 

in the south-east corner of the moated island. The origins of the house and south 

range, and of some of its surviving fabric, may be of the 14th century. Re-modelling 

occurred in the 16th and 17th centuries and demolitions probably in the 18th century. 

 

The medieval house is thought to have been of courtyard plan with at least three 

ranges set around a central yard. The considerably altered east range is today the 

farmhouse for Bradley Hall. The south range, extending to the west of the farmhouse, 
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consists of a low barrel-vaulted block of undressed masonry, 5m high, 30m east-west 

and 11m north-south. The range includes a number of features of medieval date.  

 

Low earthworks up to 0.3m high lie to the west and north of the standing ranges and 

probably cover remains of the west wing of the medieval house. These earthworks 

coalesce to the north with a smaller bank running east west which is lost within the 

garden of the farmhouse and low farm ranges. It was thought that this bank possibly 

marked the location of a demolished north wing.  

 

 

3.  ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL OF THE DEVELOPMENT AREA 

 

3.1 The trench for the heating main ran to the west and north of the present 

farmhouse.  As described above, low earthworks to the west and north of the house 

and its south range were thought to represent the remains of lost ranges to the north 

and west of a central courtyard. 

 

  
 
 

Figure 3: The pipe trench (in red) showing features revealed including Walls [4] and [10] and 

trench [6]. Green tone indicates the general extent of raised earthworks considered to mark 

the demolished west and possibly north ranges of a medieval courtyard house, the south and 

west ranges of which are represented by standing structures (pink tone). The present 

farmhouse occupies the eastern range. 
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Figure 4: Part of the earthwork survey (see figure 17 for whole extent) of the moated site 

carried out in 1992 at Bradley Hall (Annis and Ryder 1992). Line of trench is annotated in red. 

 

 

4.  ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF 

 

4.1 Dimensions and Course of Trench 

Excavation of the heating main trench was carried out on September 1st 2014 by a 

machine excavator using a toothless ditching blade.  All of the excavation work was 

monitored archaeologically. Generally, the trench was 0.4m wide and c. 0.7m to 0.8m 

deep. The route of the trench was as per the line marked on Proposed Plan No P01 

of 1st July 2014, prepared by Ian Wells for Countryside Consultants Architects with 

limited variation as described below and as shown on figure 3 in this report. The 

trench took a line north-west from the house wall, turned to run north-east through 

the garden and then right (to the east) beyond the field gate. This continued to the 

location of the wood-burner. 

 

4.2 Deviation of Route 

The trench was cut west from the house for 4m where the remains of a demolished 

wall [4] running north-south were uncovered. In order to prevent the trench removing 

stratigraphy along and over the wall, its course was angled slightly northwards and 

after 12m angled back towards the specified line.  This re-routing, taking up several 

metres more than the designed course of the trench – and of the pre-cut pipe - 

necessitated another slight deviation at the wood-burner (north-east) end of the 

trench where the line was routed directly under a concrete shed to shorten the 

course.  
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4.3 Stratigraphy of the Trench 

Table 1 provides a description of deposits and features exposed within the trench. 

Figure 5 shows a sequence diagram indicating the stratigraphy exposed along the 

trench. 

 

Khaki-brown topsoil [5] developed over clay subsoil across the area. This was cut 

away towards the middle of the north-south run of the trench by a foundation cut [9] 

for an east-west running sandstone wall [10]. This was c.0.85m wide and had been 

truncated to the level of subsoil. To the north, the foundation trench was 0.4m wider 

than the wall and was filled with a pale grey-brown sandy loam [8] with some small 

stones. The east-west extent of the wall is not known. 

 

The truncated remains of another wall [4], this time running north-south, was seen 

towards the south end of the trench.  Its depth was not established during the cutting 

of the trench, nor was its relationship with deposits other than rubble [3] which 

overlay it. Wall [4] may have joined with [10] or terminated before it reached the line 

of wall. Whether it was contemporary with [10] is not known. Towards the north end 

of the north-south run, a shallow deposit of silty sand [13] overlay buried topsoil [5].      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5:  Sequence diagram for the deposits and features found in the trench. 

*Stratigraphically, [7] is equivalent to [12]. 
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A spread of variegated sandy loam with some mortar and fragments of mortar [11] 

extended across the northern part of the trench, fading out by the field gate. This 

deposit sat above the fill [8] of the foundation trench for wall [10] but did not overlie 

the robbed-out remains of the wall. 

 

Cut into [11] was a broad east-west running trench with sloping sides and a flat base.  

This probably marks the robbing of a pre-existing feature, possibly a wall, from which 

all fabric had been removed. The trench was filled with a very dark grey gritty loam 

with many small fragments of stone [12]. This deposit extended to the south of the 

trench, spilling over the exposed robbed out remains of wall [10]. Overlying deposit 

[12], and extending from the south end of the trench, was a very substantial rubble 

and mortar spread [3], presumably the residue of a demolished structure. 

 
Figure 6: Profile of Pipe trench with location of section drawings 1 to 9 (green tone).  

S1 is a transverse section. Level aOD of trench run shown above. 

 

 

Stratigraphy in the part of the trench north of the field gate was discrete from the rest 

of the trench and simple: Where exposed, early topsoil [5] lay above subsoil. 

Overlying this was a band of dark-grey coal dust intermixed with a sandy loam with 

some small fragments of coal.  

 

Topsoil [1] a dark-brown sandy and gritty loam, overlay the whole length of the 

trench. The slight east-west running bank south of the field gate was the product of a 

dumped layer of topsoil [2] overlying developed topsoil [1].  
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Figure 7: Plan (top) and transverse section 1 (see figure 6) across the pipe 

trench showing wall [4] (1:40). Red arrows indicate location of section. 
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Figure 8:  Section 2 (see figure 6) along the western side of the 

pipe trench (1:20). 
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Figure 9:  Section 3 (see figure 6) along the western side 

of the pipe trench (1:20). 
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Figure 10:  Section 4 (see figure 6) along the western side of the pipe  

trench (1:20)  showing the remains of wall [10] and cut [9] to its north (1:20). 
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S                                                                                   N 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11:  Section 5 (see figure 6) along the western side of the 

pipe trench (1:20) showing cut [6] (1:20). 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 12: Amalgamation of sections 4 and 5 (junction on red dashed line) showing 

stratigraphic association (not to scale). 
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Figure 13:  Section 6 (see figure 6) along the western side of the pipe trench (1:20). 
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S                                                     N 

 

Figure 14:  Section 7 (see figure 6) along the western side of 

the pipe trench (1:20). 
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Figure 15:  Section 8 (see figure 6) along the northern side of the 

pipe trench (1:20). 
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Figure 16:  Section 9 (see figure 6) along the northern side of the 

pipe trench (1:20). 
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Table 1: Context Descriptions 

 

No. Type Description 

1 Layer Dark brown friable sandy and gritty loam with some small stone 

fragments in matrix. Developed topsoil across full length of 

trench 

2 Layer Dark-medium brown friable, sandy and gritty loam with some 

small stone in matrix. Dumped topsoil forming east-west bank 

3 Layer Fragments of sandstone and mortar in matrix of gritty sandy loam 

extending over southern part of trench as far as [10]. Rubble 

spread presumably from demolition of building.  

4 Wall Truncated remains of north-south running wall formed of large 

sandstone blocks and bonded with mortar. 1m wide. 

5 Layer Medium khaki-brown gritty loam. Buried topsoil developed above 

subsoil 

6 Cut Cut of trench. Sloping sides with a flat angled base. Probably 

robber trench for removal of wall. Filled by [12]. 

7 Layer Area of substantial stones within [12] 

8 Fill Medium khaki-brown gritty loam. Fill of cut [9]. 

9 Cut Cut, seen only on the north side of wall [10] but possibly 

foundation trench for wall. 

10 Wall Truncated remains of east-west running wall. Sandstone blocks 

bonded with mortar.  

11 Layer Dark grey brown gritty ashy loam with some stone fragments and 

mortar.  

12 Fill/Spread Dark grey brown gritty loam with many small stones and 

fragments of stone. Fill of [6] which spreads beyond cut to south. 

13 Layer Spread of medium brown silty sand 

14 Layer Coal dust and coal frags in a sandy loam matrix 

15 Layer Medium-dark brown sandy gritty loam. Secondary layer of topsoil 

seen over part of north area of trench beyond field gate. 

 

 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

 

5.1 Location of the Trench 

The trench for the heating main at Bradley Hall ran west and north of the present 

farmhouse and its attached south range.  These structures are the surviving (and in 

the case of the farmhouse much altered) parts of what may have begun as a 

medieval courtyard house consisting of north, south, east and west ranges. 

Earthworks to the west and north of the standing ranges may represent the 

demolished remains of these lost ranges. The trench ran to the east of the western 

bank but cut through the north bank. 

 

5.2 Walls Exposed in the Trench 

The trench exposed the truncated remains of at least two walls. North-south running 

wall [4] was seen at the south end of the trench. It was of large sandstone blocks 



Bradley Hall: Archaeological Watching Brief 17 

bonded with mortar and 1m wide. Its length was untested. It may have joined to the 

north with another truncated wall [10] seen within the trench or terminated before it 

reached that wall. Wall [10] ran east-west 3.4m to the north of the northern corner of 

the farmhouse. It was narrower than [4] at 0.8m wide but was also mortared. The 

robbed-out remains of a possible third wall may have been marked by trench [6] 

which ran parallel with and just over 1m to the north of [10]. 

 

The function and date of these walls remains uncertain. A few fragments of 

undiagnostic white-glazed ware and fragment of a white glazed handle in [12] shows 

that the fill of trench [6] occurred during or after the 18th or 19th centuries.  Although 

[4] and [10] were substantial structures there was no evidence for floor or yard 

surfaces around them although these may have been robbed out or truncated.  

 

5.3 Northern Bank 

No evidence was found to suggest that the east-west bank to the north of the 

farmhouse had formed over the demolished remains of a north range of the medieval 

house. 

 

5.4 Map Evidence 

Useful early map evidence for Bradley Hall is limited. No Ordnance Surveys show 

any structures as located in the trench. The First Edition Ordnance Survey is 

included as the frontispiece in this report. 
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Figure 17:  Earthwork survey of Bradley Hall and earthworks prepared during a 

survey of the complex (Annis and Ryder 1992). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bradley Hall: Archaeological Watching Brief 19 

 

7. PLATES 

 

 

 

Plate 1: Looking south. Farmhouse to left, south range in front. 

See plate 3 for course of trench. 

 

 

 

Plate 2: Looking north, farmhouse to right. For course of trench 

see plate 4. 
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Plate 3: Looking south. Trench excavated to west 

and north of farmhouse. 

 

 

 

Plate 4: Looking north. Trench excavated to west of farmhouse. 

Wall [4] can be seen to right of 2m ranging rod. 
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Plate 5: Looking east along the northern run of the trench. 

 

 

Plate 6: Looking west along the northern run of the trench. Layer [14] 

can be seen as a dark band running along the trench. 1m scale. 
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Plate 7: Wall [4] looking north-west. 1m scale.    Plate 8: Looking south-west along trench to 

                                                                                   farmhouse wall. Wall [4] at bottom. 

 

 

 

 

Plate 9: Wall [4] looking south-east. 1m scale. 



Bradley Hall: Archaeological Watching Brief 23 

  

Plate 10: Wall [10] looking west. 1m scale. 

 

 

 

 

Plate 11: Feature [6] in section. Looking west. 1m scale. 
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Plate 12: Section through east-west running bank looking 

south-west. Ranging rod with 0.5m divisions. 

 

 

 

 

Plate 13: Section through east-west running bank 

looking north. 1m scale. 
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APPENDIX 1: English Heritage Brief 
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APPENDIX 2: Scheduled Monument Consent 
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