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SUMMARY 

 

An archaeological watching brief was carried out under scheduled  monument consent by 

Alan Williams Archaeology for Northumberland County Council during the replacement of an 

area of hardstanding at a bus stop on the south side of the B6528 (Hexham Road) between 

Throckley and Heddon-on-the-Wall at Frenchmans Row on 30th April 2015. 

 

The refurbishment works were carried out adjacent to the line of Hadrian’s Wall which in this 

area runs under the middle of the B6528 (north of the bus stop), and within scheduled 

monument No.1010616 in Wall Mile 11. 

 

No archaeological deposits were seen during groundworks for the project which involved the 

removal of the existing hardstanding and limited excavation over an area of 4m by 1m. 

Excavation stopped at a depth of c 0.2m above a deposit of compacted gravel and sand, 

possibly sub-base for the previous surfacing.  Therefore, the results do not conclusively show 

an absence of Roman remains in the area.  
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1. THE PROJECT  

Northumberland County Council (Place Group) applied in January 2015 for Scheduled 

Monument Consent to replace an area of hardstanding at a Bus Stop along the south side of 

Frenchmans Row (the B6528 Hexham Road) between Throckley and Heddon-on-the-Wall.  

  

   
 

Figure 1: Location of Frenchmans Row, to the west of Throckley and Development Site along 
Hadrian’s Wall, circled and dotted in red. Earthworks of the Vallum lie to the south. 

 

Consent for the works was granted on 25th February 2015 (English Heritage ref: S00102130; 

See Appendix 2 this report) with the proviso that an archaeological watching brief should 

accompany the development works. See WSI (Appendix 1 in this report) for approved 

methodology. 

  

Development works involved the removal of existing pre-cast concrete flags; new kerbing 

around the perimeter of the hardstanding (4m along the road by 2m wide), excavation within 

© Crown copyright 1991. 
All rights reserved. Licence 

number 100043652. 
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the area to c. 0.2m and installation of sub-base and surfacing layers to form new 

hardstanding. 

 

2.  HADRIANIC FRONTIER 

The development lies along Hadrian’s Wall and within scheduled monument No.1010616 in 

Wall Mile 11. Within the eastern part of this section, which includes the current development 

area, the Roman Wall lies underneath the middle of the present B6528, Hexham Road. The 

Wall was exposed in 1926 during road-works.  It was of Broad construction. In the western 

part of the section, at Heddon, the Wall runs clear of the road. Here, an upstanding stretch of 

Wall, 255m in length, survives to a maximum height of 1.7m. 

 

Appended structures along the line of the Wall at Frenchmans Row include Turret 11b which 

was identified in 1928 (Breeze 2006, 165). Turret 11a has not been located but is thought to 

lie in the vicinity of the former Royal French Arms public house a little way to the west of the 

current development. In 1879, a hoard of over 5000 Roman silvered coins was found just to 

the south of the Wall, within the current road line and in the vicinity of the presumed location 

of Turret 11a. 

 

 
 

Figure 2: Location of the development works on the south verge of the B6528 

Hexham Road west of Throckley. 

 

The Wall Ditch is thought to survive as a buried feature below the gardens of houses along 

the north side of the B6528. This area is not scheduled.  To the west of the houses, the Ditch 

survives as an earthwork and is a part of the scheduled area. The Vallum, about 50m to the 

south of the Wall, survives as an earthwork with associated flanking mounds to north and 

© Crown copyright 2015. 

All rights reserved. Licence 
number 100043652. 
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south.  In 2002, a stretch of metalling was exposed to the north of the probable location of 

Milecastle 11 during archaeological monitoring works during a water mains insertion scheme 

(TWM 2002). Also in 2002, during archaeological monitoring of the same scheme, a series of 

pits (cippi) was located along the berm between Wall and Wall Ditch between the presumed 

location of Milecastle 11 and Turret 11b. 

 

3. REQUIREMENT FOR WATCHING BRIEF 

Given the potential archaeological sensitivity and significance of the area to be impacted by 

the development, but in mind of the relatively discrete scale and nature of the works, an 

archaeological watching brief was required by English Heritage to monitor groundworks for 

the installation of new hardstanding as described above. 

 

4. RESULTS 

Replacement of the hardstanding at the bus stop was carried out on 30th April 2015 by 

Northumberland County Council works staff. Existing concrete slabs were removed by 

machine excavator with a toothless bucket and sub-base removed to a depth of c. 0.15m 

adjacent to the road (this brought the area just marginally deeper than the road surface) and 

0.25m deep along the south edge of the bus stop where modern topsoil rose up by about 

0.15m from the level of the road surface. Kerbing was removed but required no appreciable 

further excavation. 

 
The archaeological watching brief was carried-out to the terms set out in the WSI (Appendix) 

The stripped area (4m along the road by 1m wide) was shovel-scraped by the monitoring 

archaeologist. Exposed deposits at the base of the trench consisted of a compacted gravelly-

sand, quite possibly a modern levelling deposit. Adjacent to the bus-stop pole were 

fragments of concrete slab set into this material, perhaps earlier settings for poles. 

 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

No archaeological deposits were exposed during the works. Depths of excavation were 

minimal. It is possible that significant archaeological remains may lie below modern deposits 

exposed during the present works. 
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6. PLATES 

 
 

Plate 1: Looking east. Footprint of the new area of hardstanding stripped. 

Compacted sand and gravel exposed at base with a number of concrete 

fragments set in this deposit. 2m ranging rod. 

 

 
 

Plate 2: Looking west showing section to south of the 

stripped area formed of modern topsoil. 
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Plate 3: Clearing the site. Excavations extended only 

marginally deeper than the current road surface 

 

 

 

 

7.  SOURCES 

 

Breeze, D.J. (2006) Handbook to the Roman Wall 
 

Tyne and Wear Museums (2002) Hexham Road Water Mains, Throckley: Excavation Report 

unpublished archaeological report 
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1. PROJECT BACKGROUND 

Northumberland County Council Place Group applied in January 2015 for Scheduled Monument 

Consent to replace an area of hardstanding at a Bus Stop along the south side of Frenchmans Row 

(the B6528 Hexham Road) between Throckley and Heddon-on-the-Wall.  The site sits immediately to 

the east of the junction with a minor road from the south and on the ridge of a bank falling to the south. 

The road verge elsewhere is of turf. 

 

The development lies within Scheduled Monument No. 1010616: Hadrian’s Wall and Vallum from 

Throckley to East Town House, Heddon-on-the-Wall in Wall Mile 11. Consent for the works was 

granted on 25th February 2015 (English Heritage ref: S00102130) with the proviso that an 

archaeological watching brief should accompany the development works to a methodology included 

within a written scheme of investigation (WSI) approved by the English Heritage Inspector for 

Hadrian’s Wall, Mike Collins.  The following document, prepared by Alan Williams Archaeology (AWA) 

forms this WSI. It was submitted to Mike Collins on March 25th 2015. 

 

The development works are as set out in Northumberland County Council Place Group drawings 

HE141312-01-10-01 and HE1413-02-01-02 (Figure 3 for the engineering layout) and are to replace 

the present surfacing and kerbing at a bus stop. They involve the removal of existing pre-cast concrete 

(PCC) flags; excavation of a slot 0.225m deep and 0.2m wide to accommodate new kerbing around 

the perimeter of the new surfaced area, running for a total of 6m; excavation of the area within the 

kerbing to 0.17m and installation of sub-base and surfacing layers as specified to form the new 

hardstanding. 

2.  HISTORIC BACKGROUND 

2.1 Hadrianic Frontier 

The development lies along Hadrian’s Wall and within Wall Mile 11, scheduled monument 

No.1010616. Within the eastern part of this section, which includes the current development area, the 

Roman Wall lies underneath the middle of the present B6528, Hexham Road. The Wall was exposed 

in 1926 during road-works.  It was of Broad construction. In the western part of the section, at Heddon, 

the Wall runs clear of the road. Here, an upstanding stretch of Wall, 255m in length, survives to a 

maximum height of 1.7m.  Appended structures along the line of the Wall at Frenchmans Row include 

Turret 11b which was identified in 1928 (Breeze 2006, 165). Turret 11a has not been located but is 

thought to lie in the vicinity of the former Royal French Arms public house a little way to the west of the 

current development. In 1879, a hoard of over 5000 Roman silvered coins was found just to the south 

of the Wall, within the current road line and in the vicinity of the presumed location of Turret 11a.  The 

Wall Ditch is thought to survive as a buried feature below the gardens of houses along the north side 

of the B6528. This area is not scheduled.  To the west of the houses, the Ditch survives as an 

earthwork and is a part of the scheduled area. The Vallum, about 50m to the south of the Wall, 

survives as an earthwork with associated flanking mounds to north and south.  In 2002, a stretch of  
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Figure 1: Location of Frenchmans Row, to the west of Throckley and Development 
Site along Hadrian’s Wall, circled and dotted in red. Earthworks of the 

Vallum lie to the south. 

 

metalling was exposed to the north of the probable location of Milecastle 11 during archaeological 

monitoring works during a water mains insertion scheme (TWM 2002). Also in 2002, during 

archaeological monitoring of the same scheme, a series of pits (cippi) was located along the berm 

between Wall and Wall Ditch between the presumed location of Milecastle 11 and Turret 11b. 

2.1 Previous Archaeological Input in the Area 

As briefly noted above, there have been a number of archaeological investigations in the area which 

have identified the presence of Roman features. In the first half of the 20th century. The Wall was seen 

below the surface of Hexham Road in 1926. Stretches around Turret 11b were removed in 1926 

(Breeze 2006, 165). It was seen to be of the same Broad specification (2.8m to 3m) as in the 

upstanding stretch at Heddon to the west. Turret 11b was identified in 1928 but only by the presence 

of pottery and occupation earth (ibid). 

 

In more recent times, monitoring works by Tyne and Wear Museums accompanying the installation of 

water mains within properties along Frenchmans Row north of Hexham Road in 2002 (TWM 2002) 

located cippi pits between the Wall and the Wall Ditch for a distance of around one kilometre (between 

the putative location of Milecastle 11 and Turret 11b). The same works identified a concentration of 

Roman pottery, perhaps discarded from Turret 11b; a metalled road surface probably running north 

from Milecastle 11 as well as prehistoric ard marks, ditches and gullies (McKelvey 2003, 12). Most of 

the features lay at around 1m below modern ground surface (Archaeological Practice 2005, 3).  In 

2006, a trench monitored by PCA along the north verge of the road at Frenchmans Row identified 

subsoil, a loose, orange brown sand, at 0.6m below ground surface (PCA 2006). 
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Figure 2: Location of the development works on the south verge of the B6528 Hexham Road 
west of Throckley. 

 

3. REQUIREMENT FOR WATCHING BRIEF 

3.1 The development area lies within scheduled monument No. 1010616 (Wall Mile 11). 

3.2 The development works lie immediately to the south of the line of Hadrian’s Wall which has been 

identified as lying below the road make-up in the vicinity. Whether the Wall survives adjacent to the 

development is not known. 

3.3 Given the potential archaeological sensitivity and significance of the area to be impacted by the 

development, but in mind of the relatively discrete scale and nature of the works, an archaeological 

watching brief will monitor the groundworks for the installation of new hardstanding as described 

above. 

4. ARCHAEOLOGICAL INPUT 

4.1 Any pottery, worked stone and metalwork recovered will be retained and located by context 

indicated on the section and plan of each test pit.  Modern material will be discarded subsequent to 

the completion of fieldwork.  Finds of significance will be deposited with the GNEM as agreed with Mr 

Andrew Parkin. 

 

4.2 Although considered unlikely in the current circumstances, the potential requirement for specialist 

analyses is an unavoidable risk in all excavations on archaeological sites.  The scientific investigation 

of any features/deposits which are considered significant will be undertaken as a non-negotiable part 

of this programme. Samples would be processed and analysed by Dr Charlotte O’Brien of 

Archaeological Services University of Durham. 

 

4.3 On completion of the fieldwork, samples will be processed and artefacts cleaned, conserved, 

identified, labelled and packaged. An appropriate programme of analysis and publication of the results 

will be completed if no further archaeological investigations are to be carried out. 

5.  ARCHIVE AND REPORT 

5.1 The site archive will be prepared to the standards specified in the Management of Research 

Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE), English Heritage, 2006. Archive preparation and 

deposition will be undertaken with reference to the repository guidelines and standards, and where 

necessary the Museums and Galleries Commission (MGC), United Kingdom Institute for Conservation 
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(UKIC) standards and guidelines. 

 

5.2 An illustrated report will be supplied in digital format to all interested parties within three months of 

completion of the works. The report will contain as a minimum: 

 

 Non-technical summary 

 Aims and objectives 

 Methodology 

 Results 

 References and bibliography 

 Copy of project design 

 

6.  SOURCES 

Archaeological Practice (2005) Frenchmans Row Bus Shelter, Throckley, Northumberland: 

Archaeological Watching Brief  unpublished archaeological report 

Breeze, D.J. (2006) Handbook to the Roman Wall 

McKelvey, J. (2003) ‘Recent discoveries of defensive features at the eastern end of Hadrian’s Wall’ 

in Archaeology North, No. 21Winter 2003 (12-13) 

PCA (2006) An Archaeological Watching Brief along the B6318 Military Road and B6528 Road at 

Heddon-on-the-Wall, Northumberland  unpublished archaeological report 

Tyne and Wear Museums (2002) Hexham Road Water Mains, Throckley: Excavation Report 

unpublished archaeological report. 

 

 
 

Figure 3: Engineering Layout drawing for the development works on the B6528. 
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APPENDIX 2: Scheduled Monument Consent 
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