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SUMMARY 

 

The following report details building recording carried out prior to development works 

at Bradley Gardens, Ryton, Gateshead in fulfilment of a planning condition placed on 

the scheme by Gateshead MBC to a specification prepared by Claire MacRae, Tyne 

and Wear Archaeological Officer. The walled gardens are an historic part of the 

Bradley Hall Estate and were constructed in the mid-18th century as the kitchen 

garden complete with gardener’s house. The development will see limited lengths of 

the enclosing garden wall obscured by new build and buttresses added to the south 

face of the wall. 

 

Recording includes a written description and a photographic archive to an equivalent 

level of recording set out for Historic England Level 2. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1: The location of Bradley Gardens, west of Crawcrook within the red outline. 

 

 

1.  PROJECT BACKGROUND 

 
1.1 Site Location 

Bradley Gardens (Tyne and Wear HER No. 6386) lie towards the western end of the 

Borough of Gateshead between the settlements of Crawcrook to the east, Wylam to 

the north and Prudhoe to the west at NZ 1262 6347 centred (figure 1). The brick-

walled gardens are historically a component of Bradley Hall Estate and were built as 

Reproduced from OS Explorer map 1:25 000 scale 
by permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of The 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. © 
Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Licence 
number 100043652. 

Crawcrook 
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its kitchen gardens with a gardener’s house attached, probably in the later 18 th 

century. They sit on land climbing steadily to the north and overlooking the deeply 

incised Bradley Dene to the west, 200m beyond which lies Bradley Hall. Sled Lane 

runs up to the gardens from the south and then deflects around them to the west, 

keeping to the edge of the Dene. To the east, the gardens are flanked by Crookoe 

Wood.  
 

1.2 Planning and Development 

Developments are to be carried out at Bradley Gardens as per planning application 

Gateshead DC/16/01092/FUL of December 8th 2016. The gardens are presently in 

use as a mixed commercial outlet including a restaurant and cafe, retail premises 

and a garden centre and nursery. Works to enhance facilities at the site will include: 
 

 Alterations and improvements to access and car park entrance; 

 Permanent use provision of poly-tunnels and new potting shed; 

 Repair to south wall of walled-garden with new external buttressing; 

 Provision of water treatment plant; 

 Extension to lean-to storage building and shop on west wall; 

 New staff w/c’s and mess room. 
 

They are shown on ‘Proposed Site Plan’ No. 140035-80 Revision M:  

 

1.3 Status of the Gardens 

Bradley Gardens are a part of the Historic England Registered Bradley Park and 

Gardens which is listed Grade II (list entry 1001179) and also lies within Bradley Park 

Conservation Area. Bradley Park is Tyne and Wear HER No. 5003 and appears on 

the Local List.   

 

1.4 Requirement for Works 

Some of the developments noted will impact on the fabric of the garden wall including 

new buttressing to south face of wall, extension to shop and storage building to the 

west face of the wall and construction of new toilets and reinstatement of a short area 

of the north wall. In response to these impacts, Condition 5 of the planning consent 

noted that: 
 

Where the wall is to be hidden by new buildings hereby approved and or altered, 

those works shall not commence until a report of the results from a programme of 

archaeological building recording, which should be to Historic England Level 2, have 

been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 
 

This is in accordance with saved policy ENV 23 of Gateshead Metropolitan Borough 

Council’s Unitary Development Plan (UDP) and as per paragraph 141 of the National 

Planning Policy Framework guidelines. A detailed specification of works for 

archaeological recording was provided by Claire MacRae, Archaeological Officer with 

Newcastle City Council Conservation Team, advisors to GMBC (Ref: Mon 14742, 

December 2016): Specification for Building Recording of the Walled garden at 

Bradley Park, Ryton, Gateshead. 
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Figure 2: Bradley Gardens, the enclosing brick wall in red line. 

 

 

 

2. HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

 

2.1 Bradley Estate 

Bradley Estate, of which Bradley Gardens is historically a part, is first mentioned in 

Bishop Hatfield’s Survey of 1377-80. Subsequent to the survey, the Lyon family 

acquired the estate and held it until 1626 when it was bought by the Anderson family. 

Bradley Park, covering about 42 hectares, was developed as a landscaped park in 

the 18th century. Bradley Hall, set into the north-east corner of the park, was built 

around 1750 for John Simpson, a Newcastle merchant and coal owner, who had 

come into possession of the estate through marriage. 

 

2.2 The Hall and Gardens 

The hall, of two storeys, was built in a neo-classical style in sandstone, with a seven 

bay frontage, its three central bays slightly recessed below a large open pediment 

(Pevsner and Williamson 1985, 113). The extensive gardens around the hall (Green 

1995, 19) include an orangery 80m to the north-west, probably built around 1760, 

and an ice house100m west of the hall. This is late 18th century in date and built into 

a prehistoric burial mound. A ha-ha to the south of the hall, separated lawns to the 

south of the hall from the wider park. 

 

Reproduced from OS SitePlan 1:1250 scale by 
permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of The 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. © 
Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Licence number 
100043652. 
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2.3 Development of Hall and Garden 

John Simpson’s granddaughter married the first Lord Ravensworth, Thomas Liddell, 

in 1796 who took over the estate and had the hall adapted by John Dobson in 1813, 

moving the entrance to the east frontage. A formal garden was laid out to the west of 

the hall in the 1840s and two gate lodges constructed at the north and south of the 

estate. A planting plan of 1842 by John Cook shows the arrangements of the garden 

at this time. In 1894, John Bell-Simpson re-acquired the hall and estate for his family. 

 

2.4 Bradley Gardens: Kitchen Gardens for the Estate 

Bradley Gardens are the kitchen gardens for the estate, probably constructed at the 

same time as, or soon after, the hall. They lie to the east of the house, beyond 

Bradley Dene. The walls of the garden enclose a sub-rectangular area of just under 

0.4 of a hectare, or nearly one acre. There is a substantial conservatory and 

greenhouses set against the wall. The gardener’s house lies on the north wall. The 

walls themselves are constructed of hand-made, non-standard bricks in a range of 

different tones from orange to a rich red to a dark brown laid in variations of English 

garden-wall bond. The wall is generally c3.4m or around 11 feet high with a very 

simple, flat stone coping. At points, there has been some insertion of fairly recent 

fabric including a double leaf entrance with piers and ball finials towards the south-

west angle of the garden. 

 

Structures formed around and set on the garden wall include a conservatory which 

was constructed by W Richardson of Darlington between 1905-10 and glasshouses, 

of varying dates of timber with brick-plinth walls.  

 

2.5 Map Evidence 

The planting plan of part of the estate by Cook does not extend to Bradley Gardens. 

The first useful map showing them is the Tithe Map for Ryton dated to 1843. This 

provides the extent of the gardens similar to today with a regular chequer board of  

 

 
 

Figure 3: Bradley Gardens shown on the 1843 Tithe map of Ryton to the east of Bradley Hall. 
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Figure 4: Bradley Gardens on the First Edition six-inches to one mile Ordnance 

Survey of 1857 

 

 

 
 

Figure 5: Second Edition six-inches to one mile Ordnance Survey of 1897. 
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Figure 6: Third Edition 25 Inches to One Mile Ordnance Survey of 1914. 

 

 

paths which are shown as also covering a projection to the south of the walled area 

which by the time of the first edition OS is shown as an orchard. The well within the 

walled area is shown on the first edition but not on the Tithe map. Little change is 

shown on subsequent mapping of the gardens, what there is being additions to 

structures around the walls including glasshouses and the conservatory. Conversion 

to a commercial nursery entailed considerable change in the internal layout of the 

garden but retention of the walls.  

 

2.6 Significance of Bradley Gardens 

The walled Bradley Gardens are virtually complete and unaltered from their original 

formation as kitchen gardens for the historic Bradley Estate, representing one part of 

a series of features associated with the development of Bradley Hall and park in the 

18th and 19th centuries. 

 

3. RECORDING 

 

Three areas of impact on the garden walls were identified as requiring recording as 

per the intended developments identified in section 1.4 of this report. These areas 

are shown on figure 7 as sections 1 to 3. Photographic recording was carried out on 

Wednesday 11th January. Plates 1 to 6 show a selection of the photographs. Copies 

of the report and photographs have been deposited with Tyne and Wear Archives 

and the County HER at Newcastle Civic Centre. Electronic (pdf) copies have been 

distributed to the client, Gateshead Council via the client and to the County HER. 
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Figure 7: Locations of photographs. Sections 1 to 3 

 

 

4.  ARCHIVE 

 

A project archive has been prepared. Copies of the report and photographs (prints 

and on DVD) are lodged with the County HER at Newcastle Civic Centre and with 

Tyne and Wear Archives. 

 

 

5.  SOURCES 

 

Green, F. (1995) A Guide to the Parks and Gardens of Tyne and Wear 

 

Pevsner, N. and Williamson, E (1983) The Buildings of England: County Durham 

 

Tyne and Wear HER Sitelines 
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6. PLATES 
 

 

 
 

Plate 1: Bradley Gardens, Section 1. Looking east along south face of 
garden wall. 2m scale. 

 
 

 
 

Plate 2: Bradley Gardens, Section 1. Looking west along south face of 
garden wall. 
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Plate 3: Bradley Gardens, Section 1. Looking north at south-west 
angle of garden wall. 

 
 

 

 
 

Plate 4: Bradley Gardens, Section 1. Looking north at typical stretch 
of garden wall. 
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Plate 5: Bradley Gardens, Section 2. Looking north-east at gateway with 
piers towards south end of the section. 

 
 

 
 

Plate 6: Bradley Gardens, Section 2. Looking north-east at 
gateway 2m scale. 
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Plate 7: Bradley Gardens, Section 2. Looking south-east along stretch 
of wall. 2m scale. 

 
 

 
 

Plate 8: Bradley Gardens, Section 2. Looking east at gate 
in central area. 2m scale. 
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Plate 9: Bradley Gardens, Section 2. Looking east 
along stretch of wall with inset. 

 

 
 

Plate 10: Bradley Gardens, Section 3. North-west angle of garden. 



Bradley Gardens, Ryton: Recording of Garden Wall 2017                    15 

Looking east at stretch of wall incorporated in structures. 2m scale. 

 
 

Plate 11: Bradley Gardens, Section 3. Looking east at garden 
wall incorporated in structures. 2m scale. 
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APPENDIX 1: PHOTOGRAPHIC CATALOGUE 

 
Section 1: In this area, buttresses are to be attached to the south face of the wall. It is a 

completely plain section of high garden-wall with stone coping. Some overgrowth by ivy at 
top. Ranging rod throughout catalogue is 2m long in 0.5m divisions. 

 

Frame 
No. 

Description 

1 Looking east along south face of wall 

3 Looking north, west end 

3 Looking north, west end 

4 Looking north 

5 Looking north 

6 Looking north 

7 Looking north 

8 Looking north 

9 Looking north 

10 Looking north 

11 Looking north 

12 Looking north 

13 Looking north 

14 Looking north 

15 Looking north 

16 Looking north 

17 Looking north 

18 Looking north 

19 Looking north 

20 Looking north 

21 Looking north 

22 Looking west from east end 

68 Looking east from west end 

 
 

Section 2: Western face of the west wall running down slope to south. One small gated 

entrance and a larger entrance with recent gate piers towards the south. Central area 
between gates partially obscured by nursery planting. 

 
Frame 
No. 

Description 

24 Looking east. Inset to centre. New pointing on top 15 courses 

25 Not used 

26 Not used 

27 Not used 

28 Not used 

29 Not used 

30 Inset in wall, looking east 

31 Inset in wall, looking east 

32 Looking east 

33 Looking east 

34 Looking east 

35 Looking east, break in slope, falling to south 

36 Looking east 
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37 Looking east 

38 Looking east 

39 Looking east 

40 Not used 

41 Not used 

42 Not used 

43 Looking east. Gate in wall with segmental brick-arched head. New 
pointing around head and jambs. 

44 Looking east. Single leaf gate in wall with segmental brick-arched head. 
New pointing around head and jambs. 

45 Not used 

46 Not used 

47 Not used 

48 Looking east. Double leaf gate with piers and modern ball-finials. 
Brickwork newly pointed on piers. Modern finial 

49 Looking south-east. South gate pier 

50 Looking east. South gate pier 

51 Looking north-east. Double-leaf gate 

52 Looking north-east. Double-leaf gate  and stretch of wall obscured by 
planting 

53 Not used 

54 Not used 

55 Not used 

56 Not used 

57 Not used 

58 Looking east. Double-leaf gate 

59 Not used 

60 Looking north-east. Double-leaf gate   

61 Looking east along south wall at south-east angle 

 
Section 3: The north-west angle of the walled garden where the wall has been 

incorporated in garden structures. The original bonding of the wall can still be seen on 
the west face but has been obscured/removed by modern brickwork on the north face. 
 

Frame 
No. 

Description 

62 Not used 

63 Looking east at north-west angle of garden. Original west wall face to right, modern 
walls to left 

64 North-west angle of garden. Looking east 

65 Not used 

66 Looking east at west face of wall incorporated in building 

67 Looking east at north-west angle of garden wall incorporated in structures 
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APPENDIX 2: SPECIFICATION 
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