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FOREWORD

Birsay is one of the most numinous of Scotland’s archaeological sites standing as a rich outpost
of Pictish and Viking culture as though defying the Atlantic. The finds discovered over the last half
century have added more to our knowledge of Scottish history of the 1st millennium of our era than
any single site in the whole of the country. The excavations conducted by a whole range of scholars,
Scottish and English, have produced for us material which is only now being gradually released to
a more general scholarly audience.

Mrs Curle’s volume is a labour of love and has produced many new and rich facets, particularly
concerning the manufacture and embellishment of metalwork on the site in pre-Viking times. I have
read it with great attention and interest and am sure it will stand for a long time as a major tool
of Orcadian and Scottish scholarship and as such is highly to be recommended.

David M Wilson
Director, The British Museum
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