
C L CURLE

PICTISH AND NORSE FINDS FROM THE
BROUGH OF BIRSAY 1934-74

ILLUSTRATION T BORTHWICK

APPENDIX J R HUNTER & C D MORRIS

SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF SCOTLAND EDINBURGH 1982

MONOGRAPH SERIES NUMBER 1



SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES
OF SCOTLAND

MONOGRAPH SERIES

EDITORS IBM RALSTON HK MURRAY AN SHEPHERD

Volume editors: HK Murray AN Shepherd

The Society is indebted to the Scottish Development Department
(Ancient Monuments) for funding the publication of this volume

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
Curie, C L

Pictish and Norse finds from the Brough of Birsay
1934-74.—(Society of Antiquaries of Scotland monograph
series, ISSN 0263-3191; 1)
1. Excavations (Archaeology)—Scotland—Birsay
2. Birsay (Orkney Islands)—Antiquities
I. Title II. Series
941. T 3201 DA890.B/

ISBN 0 903903 01 6

Printed by Waverley Press (Aberdeen) Limited



CONTENTS

Page

Foreword by David M Wilson 5

Acknowledgements 7
List of illustrations 8

1 Introduction 11

2 Area II: The Pictish assemblage
The Pictish horizon 18
Isolated Pictish finds from below the lower Norse horizon 48
Pictish finds from Norse layers 49
Pictish find from the cemetery 52

3 Area II: The Norse assemblage
The lower Norse horizon 53
The middle Norse horizon 71
The upper Norse horizon 83

4 Area III: Isolated house sites W of Area I 85
5 Area I: The church and cemetery 89
6 Conclusions 93

7 Catalogue 103
Catalogue index 123

8 Appendix: Excavation of Room 5, Brough of Birsay, Clifftop Settlement
1973-4 J R Hunter and C D Morris
8:1 The site 124
8:2 Bone material T J Seller 132
8:3 Charcoal A M Donaldson 138
8:4 Shell F R Woodward 138

Reference list 139



FOREWORD

Birsay is one of the most numinous of Scotland's archaeological sites standing as a rich outpost
of Pictish and Viking culture as though defying the Atlantic. The finds discovered over the last half
century have added more to our knowledge of Scottish history of the 1st millennium of our era than
any single site in the whole of the country. The excavations conducted by a whole range of scholars,
Scottish and English, have produced for us material which is only now being gradually released to
a more general scholarly audience.

Mrs Curie's volume is a labour of love and has produced many new and rich facets, particularly
concerning the manufacture and embellishment of metalwork on the site in pre-Viking times. I have
read it with great attention and interest and am sure it will stand for a long time as a major tool
of Orcadian and Scottish scholarship and as such is highly to be recommended.

David M Wilson
Director, The British Museum
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