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Frontispiece Seal matrix of the prior of Perth Carmelite friary (41/7) 13th-14th century. Oyster (upper: 299, lower: 300)
and scallop (370) shells and sherds of pottery vessel (303) with lumps of pigment (306, 307, 308), from Linlithgow
Carmelite friary.
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FOREWORD

As a Carmelite Prior Provincial I am grateful to have been asked to write a foreword to this volume
on the Carmelite friaries at Aberdeen, Linlithgow and Perth. Actually we should commence with
the last mentioned foundation first, for the Carmelite historian, Father Joachim Smet, writes in
his A History of the Brothers of Our Lady of Mount Carmel (Vol 1, 32; Carmelite Spiritual Center,
Darien, Illinois, USA 1975): ‘The Carmelite Order probably spread to Scotland and Ireland from
England. Tullilum (Perth) is the earliest Scottish foundation, followed by Berwick (1270) and Aberdeen
(c 1273)’. I am writing from The Friars, Aylesford (Kent), which together with Hulne was the first
foundation (1242) of the Carmelites in Britain. Aylesford must have been an influence on one or
more of the three friaries described in this volume.

This volume is mainly based on excavations undertaken since 1980. On behalf of the Carmelites,
I would like to thank all connected with the digs for all they have done to unearth an important
part of our history and for keeping us informed throughout. In 1982 Miss Judith Stones, one of
the archaeologists much involved with the project, wrote to my predecessor, Father Alphonsus
Brennan: ‘Carmelite friaries present an intriguing problem to the archaeologist’, because up to now
very few have been extensively excavated. This present volume will go a long way in rectifying that
situation.

Piet H. Wijngaard, O. Carm
Prior Provincial



