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EDITORIAL NOTE

This work has been a long time in gestation; the problems generated by the complex nature of the original
excavation have been compounded by the extenuated nature of the post-excavation process, a problem
shared by other sites of similar size and complexity. While the efforts to bring this volume to fruition have
been part of a co-operative venture, members of the original supervisory team were responsible for
preparation of specific sections of the structural text: David Haigh — the Neolithic, Stephen Carter — the
Early Iron Age, Nigel Neil — the Later Iron Age and Beverley Ballin Smith — in addition to amalgamating and
editing the report — the Middle Iron Age. This volume consequently represents a compilation and the
conclusions and opinions expressed are not solely those of the report editor. The Monograph Series editor
has added a further assessment of the site which examines some of these opinions and adds further
discussion points. It is hoped that in this way a site which has offered a challenge throughout its excavation
and post-excavation will have received the full treatment which it deserves.
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Stone axes, amulet, mould, strike-a-light, point, and pot boilers.

Stone beads and spindle whorls.

Perforated stones; loom weights.

Single- and double-ended hammerstones.

Stone grinders and pestles.

Stone pounders, pounder/hammerstones, grinder/hammerstone and pestle/polisher.

Stone polishers and whetstones.

Stone cleavers.

Stone mattocks.

Stone shovels.

a) Stone pot lid and handled lid; b) stone pot lids, Phases 5/6-9.

Concave-faced quern, Phase 7.

Sub-rectangular quern with stone rubber.

Perforated sub-rectangular quern, Phase 8.

Upper stone of rotary quern, Phase 5/6.

Stone mortar, Phase 7.

Pecked and hollowed stones and lamp.

Pivot-stone, Phase 7.

a) Pecked and decorated stone, Phase 4. b) pecked and decorated stone, Phase 7.

Grooved well lid.

Worked flint.

Iron knife blades, pin, wool comb tooth, tweezers, decorated pins, bone and iron razor and knife.

131
131

138
146
146
147
148
150
155
156

166
167
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
183
189
190
191
193
194
195
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
205
206
206
206
207
208
208
209
209
210
211
218
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131
132
133

134
135
136
137
138

139

Iron chaser, Phase 7.

Copper-alloy rings and chainlink.

Copper-alloy decorated pin, projecting ring headed pins disc pin, elbow studded pin and

two zoomorphic penannular brooches.

Copper-alloy long pin, projecting ring headed pins, decorated pins and pin heads.
Copper-alloy insect brooch and La Téne fibula.

Copper-alloy brooch fragment, tweezers, needles and key.

Roman glass vessel fragments, Phase 8.

Glass beads: a) translucent globular bead fragment with applied coloured bands and one half

flattened colourless bead with applied surface streaks, Early Phase 7; b) opaque yellow annular

beads, Phase 8; ¢) dumb-bell bead, Phase 9.
Decorated rim and body sherds, Phases 2-5.

140mfRim and base profiles, all phases.

141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159

160
161
162
163
164

a) Vessel form, Phase 5/6; b) decorated rim and body sherds, Phases 5/6, 6-9.
Vessel forms, Phase 7.

Small pottery vessel, Phase 7.

Decorated rim sherds, Phase 7.

Decorated rim sherds, Phase 7.

Decorated body sherds, Phase 7.

Decorated rim sherds, Phase 7.

Decorated vessel, Phase 7.

Decorated rim sherds, Phase 7.

Decorated base sherds, Phase 7.

a) Decorated sherds, Phase 7/8, 9; b) vessel form, Phase 7/8.
Vessel forms, Phase 8.

Decorated rim & body sherds, Phase 8.

Other fired clay: tuyére and crucibles.

Glass linen smoother.

Male skeleton, Phase 7.

Infant skeleton, Phase 7.

Left clavicle of skeleton showing marked flattening of anterio-posterior at sternal end of shaft.

Relationship on the Neolithic mound of the Phase 6 broch (Broch 1) outer wall, the Phase

5 roundhouse and the Early Phase 7 broch tower (Broch 2).

The surviving masonry of the broch tower (Broch 2).

Howe in its Iron Age setting.

Phase 7 sherd decorated with ring-headed pin impressions.

Defence or display: the impressive entrance to the broch tower (Broch 2).

Detailed and explanatory sections N-S and E-W through the site; key to plans and sections.

219
219

220
221
224
225
234

235
239

3:F8-F14

240
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
251
252
253
255
257
258
261
261
263

268
274
275
277
286
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1mf

3mf
4mf
Smf
6mf
7mf
8mf
9mf
10

11

12

13

14
15mf
16mf
17mf
18mf
19mf
20mf
21mf
22mf
23mf
24mf
25mf
26mf
27mf
28mf
29mf
30mf
31mf
32mf
33mf
34mf
35mf
36mf
37mf
38mf
39mf
40mf
41mf
42mf
43mf
44mf
45mf
46mf
47

mf = in microfiche

Pollen analysis from the original ground surface below the Phase 2 chambered tomb 1:Cé6
Summary of plant remains from the site _ 128-9
Plant material and possible dung from Phases 4-6 1:C7-8
Plant remains and dung from Early Phase 7 1:C7-8
Plant remains and dung from Late Phase 7 & 7/8 1:C9-10
Plant remains and possible dung from Early Phase 8 stages 14 1:C11-12
Plant remains from Late Phase 8 stages 5-10 ’ 1:C13-14
Seed impressions on pottery sherds 1:D1
Carbon deposits on pottery sherds 1:D2
Plants with medicinal uses found at Howe 136
Total numbers of animal bones by phase 139
Estimated minimum numbers of animals present in each phase 140
Minimum numbers and percentage of main food-forming animals, including horse 141
Comparison of worked bone and artefacts from Phases 7 & 8 143
Dimensions of complete cattle long bones 1:D3
Cattle metacarpal lengths from North Scottish sites 1:D4
Position of nutrient foramen of cattle femora 1:D4
Number of cattle bones in each age category 1:D5
Number of cattle mandibles in each age category 1:D5
Dimensions of complete sheep long bones 1:D6
Position of nutrient foramen of sheep femora 1:D7
Sheep goat kill off pattern — whole site 1:D8
Sheep goat kill off pattern — Phase 7 1:D9
Sheep goat kill off pattern — Phase 8 1:D10
Measurement of complete pig skeleton ‘ 1:D11-12
Pig mandibles — wear and eruption 1:D13
Percentage of pigs killed in age range 0-1 year 1:D13
Dimensions of complete red deer bones 1:D13
Dimensions of modern adult (4.5 year old) red deer 1:D14
Number and percentages of red deer half mandibles in each age class 1:D14
Percentage of red deer killed by probable age 1:E1
Minimum age of the shedding of 65 cast/indeterminate antler frags 1:E2
Proportions of unfused horse long bones 1:E2
Dimensions of complete horse long bones 1:E2
Dimensions of complete dog bones 1:E3
Measurements of dog/wolf skull SF 3867 and comparative wolf skulls 1:E3
Dimensions of complete cat bones 1:E4
Unfused cat bones : 1:E4
Percentage of unfused small mammal bones _ _ 1:E4
Coprolite identifications 1:ES
List of pathological specimens ) 1:E6-E11
Expected and actual numbers and percentages of bones from cattle and sheep : 1:E12
Animal burials — Appendix 2 1:E13-14
Bone size range summaries — Appendix 1 1:F1-12
Anatomical distributions of bones over the whole site (excluding Phase 9) — Appendix 3  1:F13-G7
Bird bone species by their numbers and phase 1:G9-14

Total number of bird bones by phase 153
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48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60mf
61mf
62mf
63mf
64mf
65mf
66mf
67mf
68mf
69mf
70
71mf
72mf
73

Summary fish remains by phase

Marine molluscs

Non-marine molluscs

Distribution of bone artefacts by phase
Geology of stone artefacts

Distribution of stone artefacts by phase
Distribution of pumice by phase
Distribution of flint and chert by phase
Types of metal objects

Distribution of metal artefacts by phase
Distribution of slag by phase

Slag residue classification

SF 7197 — bulk and phase analysis

SF 5100 - bulk and phase analysis

SF 5100-1 — bulk and phase analysis

SF 5309 - bulk and phase analysis

SF 5982 — bulk and phase analysis

SF 5245 — bulk and phase analysis

SF 4106 — bulk and phase analysis
Summary of analyses of slag samples
Detailed distribution of slag by phase
Quantitative electron probe analysis of glass
Total pottery sherds by type and'phase

Size range of mineral filler (as a % of total sherds, by phase)
Rim shapes (as a % of each phase and of the total sherds)
Radiocarbon dates

158
160
162
169
186
187
212
213
215
216
228
228
3:E9
3:E10
3:E1l1
3:E12

.3:E13

3:E14
3:F1
3:F1
3:F7
3:F2
236
3:G1
3:G2
264
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