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V.

NOTES ON A SUPPOSED MITHRAIC CAVERN AT WOULDHAM, IN
KENT. BY JAMES LANG, F.S.A. ScbT.

Of the worship of Mithras, once so general throughout the Koman
world, scarcely any traces have been left in Britain. With the exception
of the well-known discovery on the line of Hadrian's Wall in 1822, no
authenticated remains of any temple dedicated to the Sun-god (so far
as I know) are on record. And it will be borne in mind that at
Borcovicus the find consisted only of altars, every trace of the building
in which those altars had had a place having entirely disappeared. A
discovery, therefore, of any Mithraic place of worship in these islands
cannot but be hailed as one of great importance in the history of
Archaeology; and it is in view of this that I have ventured to present
these few notes on a recently exposed cavern for your consideration.
And here I may say that it was our hope and prayer that something
should be done towards preserving for all time this most interesting,
and I believe unique, specimen of ancient religious architecture. That the
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland and the sister Society in London
should combine to bring about this end was my fervent hope; or, if not
to preserve the building in situ, that (as the discoverer of it suggested)
means might be taken to transport it bodily to some safe asylum.
Urgent indeed is the case if anything at all is to be done, for the
severity of the weather and the friable nature of the soil of Kent will
soon cause to disappear every trace of this last monument of a forgotten
age.

Early in the spring of last year (1894) the labourers employed in
clearing away a portion of the ground required for the extension of the
cement works of Mr Peters at Wouldham came upon traces of masonry ;
but little notice was taken of the occurrence at the time, as the district
is one in which Roman remains, as well as Saxon and Danish, are by no
means uncommon. Beyond a short paragraph in a local newspaper, no
publicity seems to have been given to the occurrence.

It was through my connection with the " Leland Club," a wandering
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body of Antiquarians and Archaeologists, that I first heard of the find
towards the end of August; and I was then asked by Mr George E.
Wright, F.S.A., the founder of the club in question (and a distant kins-
man of the late Mr Thos. Wright, M.A., the well-known historian and
antiquary), to accompany him on an excursion to Wouldham, in Kent, to
visit the relic. Unfortunately I was unable to join him at the time,
but since then I have visited the spot on my own account, and I here
give the result of my observations.

Fig. 1. View of remains of supposed Mithraic Cavern at Wouldham, Kent.

The remains (fig. 1), as I saw them early in December last, consist
only of three walls and a portion of the fourth, the whole originally
forming a cavern excavated in the face of the bank, or small sand-cliff,
overhanging the river Medway, a short distance beyond the village of
Wouldham.1 Being a cavern, the walls have, of course, only one face

1 The spot is on the right bank of the Medway, where the river takes a sharp bend,
two or three miles above the city of Rochester, and is actually in the parish of
Burham.
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— the inner one—and these walls are of chalk, hewn in blocks of fairly
uniform size, and backed with rubble. The surrounding sand has by
this time been entirely cleared away except at the inner end of the
building; and thus exposed to the action of the weather, the total
disappearance of the whole structure cannot but be a question of a very
few weeks—if, indeed, it be not already gone.

The length of the building is, inside, 40 feet 9 inches, and the width
19 feet. The height to the spring of the arch is about 3 feet 6 inches ;
and apparently the total height of the arch when complete was 12 feet.
The southern wall (to the right on entering) is almost plain, but at the
centre of the northern wall there is a very distinct shaft upwards,
probably to admit light, and traces of what may have been a groined
arch. This apparent arch is exactly central to the length of the build-
ing and measures 19 feet across—the same as the total width of the
cavern. The shaft is beautifully executed, and is one of the best
preserved parts of the building. It measures 10 feet 2 inches wide at
base, and slants upwards at a slope of about -f. "Whether there was a
corresponding shaft and arch starting from the opposite wall is matter
of conjecture. Certainly the traces of such are scant. At the inner
end of the cavern are three niches, of equal dimensions,—each about
4 feet high, having a depth of 2 feet and a width of 2 feet 9 inches,—
the total space occupied by the three being 10 feet 10 inches. These,
it is conjectured, were for the statues of the god and his two assessors ;
but no traces of altars have come to light.

In the outer wall, when first discovered, there was a doorway, some-
what to the right (i.e., to the south) of the central line ; and, so far as
I could learn from an old man present (who has been employed there
continuously, and who saw the cavern opened up), this doorway must
have been of such a height as to necessitate one stooping slightly when
entering. There is but one course of masonry, about 8 inches thick,
and it is built with great care and no little skill.

A notable feature is the interior decoration of the cavern. On each
stone throughout the building are grooves or flutings distinctly and
artistically cut, the whole forming a rude ornamentation, very striking
in its effect. The lines vary their direction on different stones, being
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perpendicular, diagonal, or horizontal according to the fancy of the
artist. The most frequent is undoubtedly the " herring-bone " pattern
so well known to the Romans, formed by the meeting horizontally of
diagonal lines drawn in opposite directions from the top and bottom
edges of the stone. Another form is that of the " chevron," where
parallel lines, being drawn from the right and left edges, meet vertically;
and this occurs most frequently where the stone is built into the wall end-
ways (technically called a " header "). In other places the lines are
vertical or horizontal, by way of variety, or diagonal in one direction
only.1 Unfortunately these markings are rapidly disappearing, owing to
the weathering of the chalk, which cannot long withstand the rains and
frosts of our climate, and already they have disappeared over the greater
part of the structure.

I am indebted for my measurements and photographs to the kind-
ness of Major G. K. Scott-Moncrieff, of the Eoyal Engineers, who very
kindly assented to my appeal, and, at considerable personal inconven-
ience, himself visited the structure and took them with his own hand.
My own measurements had been done very hurriedly, and I did not
deem them accurate enough to present to the Society without verifica-
tion.

When the cavern was first seen by Mr "Wright there was still an
arched roof upon it, but this fell in during the excavation, on removing
the debris which filled it up. It is now, therefore, open to the heavens,
and presents the appearance shown in the photographs which I exhibit.
The bank and surrounding soil is all of sand.

Orientation.—The cavern is, as I have said, situated on the left bank
of the Medway, some sixty paces or so from the water's edge, and facing
about 5° S. of "W.—in direct prolongation of a stretch of the Med-
way. This stretch would be illumined by the reflection of the sun's
rays at sunset for a great part of the year, and certainly at the winter
solstice ; and the reflection would shine straight into the cavern.

One coin only has as yet been found in this cavern,—a small brass,
beautifully preserved, of the time of Constantine or soon after. It
bears the legend " CONSTANTINOPOLIS " very freshly impressed on it,

1 The photographs will show this better than any description I can give.
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with a female head in a helmet, laureated, and carrying a sceptre. On
the reverse is the figure of Victory standing on the prow of a ship, a
sceptre in her right hand, and her left resting on a shield. In
the exergue is the contraction " CCONSI." How far this coin can he
taken as establishing the date of the cavern I leave others to judge.
It seems to belong to a series of whose exact dates there is some un-
certainty, but evidently struck in honour of Constantinople, the then
newly adopted capital of the empire. See Eckhel, vol. viii. p. 96
(Vindobonte, 1798).

MONDAY, 11th March 1895.

THE HON. HEW H. DALRYMPLE in the Chair.

A Ballot having been taken, the following Gentlemen were duly
elected Fellows :—

HAMILTON MORE NISBET, University Hall, Ramsay Lodge.
MOBTON GRAY STDART, 2 Belford Park.

The Secretary announced the election by the Council of the following
Ladies as Lady Associates of the Society :—

Miss H. J. M. RUSSELL of Ashiestiel.
Miss AMY FRANCES YDLE of Tarradale.

The following Donations to the Museum and Library were laid on
the table, and thanks voted to the Donors :—

(1) By the Eight Hon. THE EAEL OF SOTJTHESK, K.T., F.S.A.
Scot.

Highland Brass Brooch, 1\ inches diameter, with tongue of iron, and
one face chased with linear ornamentation, nearly obliterated, from
Inverness.
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(2) By Dr E. DE BETJS THOTTEB, Perth.

Highland Brass Brooch, 2£ inches diameter, with tongue of brass,
and one face chased with linear ornamentation in patterns, from
Perthshire.

(3) By the Hon. JOHN ABEECEOMBT, F.S.A. Scot.

Swedish Calendar-Staff, 32 inches in length. [See the subsequent
Communication by Mr Morlaiid Simpson.]

(4) By E. CAEFRAE, F.S.A. Scot.

Stone Flat-iron Best, with initials G. P., and date 1766.
Facsimile of Burns' " Jolly Beggars," from the original manuscript.

4to, Glasgow, 1838.

(5) By the STIELING SOCIETY.

Transactions of the Stirling Natural History and Archaeological Society,
1893-94. 12mo, Stirling, 1894.

(6) By WM. CRAMOND, LL.D., F.S.A. Scot., the Author.

The Annals of Fordoun, from the earliest times. 12mo, Montrose,
1894.

On Strafinla Top. A Guide to Auchinblae and the Fordoun District.
12mo, Dundee, 1894.

(7) By J. W. BROOK, the Author.

Archaeological Notes and Observations, 1891-92. 8vo, pp. 20,
pi. iv.

Early Man in Marlborough. 8vo, pp. 12.

(8) By Miss RUSSELL, Ashiestiel, the Author.

The Vitrified Forts of Scotland, and the Theories as to their History.
8vo. Beprint from the Journal of the British Archaeological Associa-
tion.
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(9) By THOMAS MAY, the Author.
Ancient Stone Implements. Eeprint from the Proceedings of the

Warrington Literary and Philosophical Society.

(10) By the SECRETARY OF STATE FOB INDIA.
List of Architectural and Archseological Eemains in Coorg, and South

Indian Buddhist Antiquities. Yol. XV. of Archseological Survey of
India. 4to, 1894.

(11). By the MASTER OP THE BOLLS.
Calendar of Patent Rolls, Edward II., 1307-13; Calendar of State

Papers, Domestic Series, 1668—69 ; Catalogue of Ancient Deeds in the
Public Eecord Office, Vol. II. ; Letters and Papers, Henry VIII. Vol.
XIV. pt. 1, 1539 ; Calendar of Close Eolls, Edward II., 1316-23.

(12) By the NEW SPALDING CLUB.
Hectoris Boetii Murthlacensium et Aberdonensium Episeoporum Vitae.

Edited and translated by James Moir, M.A., LL.D. 4to, Aberdeen,
1894.

The Eecords of Aboyne, 1230-1681. Edited by Charles, eleventh
Marquis of Huntly, Earl of Aboyne. 4to, Aberdeen, 1894.

There were also Exhibited :—

(1) By D. P. MENZIES, F.S.A. Scot.
The so-called " Bannockburn" Bagpipes of Menzies. [See the

subsequent Communication by Mr Menzies.]

(2) By HARDY B. M'CALL, F.S.A. Scot.
Bronze Knife-Dagger, with flat tang and rivet-hole in the butt-end

of the tang, found on West Cairns, Mid-Calder. It is thus described
by Mr M'Call in his recently issued History and Antiquities of the
Parish of Mid-Calder:—"Fig. 1 represents a small leaf-shaped blade
recently found in the lands of "West Cairns. It measures 4 inches in
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length, and f of an inch across the widest part of the cusp, and is still
sharp on either edge and at the point. The tang is perforated to admit
of a rivet uniting it to a short wooden handle. The metal of which it
is made is found to consist of seven parts of copper
and two of tin." This form of knife-dagger, with
the flattened blade having no midrib, and the flat
tang perforated for a single rivet, is exceedingly
rare in Scotland. In the last volume of the Pro-
ceedings (p. 219) the Hon. John Abercromby has
described a fine specimen of the variety, with a
midrib down the centre of the blade and a flat tang
with a single rivet in the end, which was found at
Crawford Priory, in Fife. He also refers to the
similar blade found at Whitehaugh Moss, in Ayr-
shire, which was the only Scottish example previ-
ously known. But the blade described by Mr M'Call
differs from these both in the form and flatness of
the blade, while the absence of a midrib, and the way
in which the edges are drawn down, give it quite
a distinctive character. It closely resembles the
blade from a barrow at Eoundvvay, in Wiltshire,
figured by Sir John Evans in his Bronze Implements
of Great Britain (p. 223), which was found with a
contracted unburnt burial, on the left forearm of
which was a stone bracer or arm-guard against the
impact of the bowstring, and near the head a barbed
arrow-point of flint. It appears, therefore, more
likely that the blades of this peculiar form belong
rather to the earlier than to the later portion of the
Bronze Age. [The Society is indebted to Mr M'Call Fig. 1. Tanged Bronze
for the loan of the wood-block of the "West Cairns ,,. Cairns.Mid-Calder.
blade.]

(3) By the QUEEN'S AND LORD TEEASURBB'S EEMEMBRANCBR.
Portion of a massive Silver Chain of Double Links, with penannular
VOL. xxix. o
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terminal link, found on Wliitlaw farm, near Lauder. This fragment
of a massive silver chain of double links consists of the penannular
terminal link, six entire links and two broken links. The penannular
link is of the same form and character as in the other examples
preserved in the Museum from Whitecleuch, Lanarkshire, and Parkhill,
Aberdeenshire, except that it has no symbols incised upon it, being
perfectly plain. It measures If inches diameter in the central flattened
portion, which is f inch in breadth, the whole breadth of the ring being
| inch, the bevelled rims projecting on each side about -J inch. The
penannular opening is J of, an inch in width, and the thickness of the
body of the ring in the centre is f inch. The double rings are made
of cylindrical rods of silver fully ^ inch in diameter, bent into a circle
If inch in diameter, the ends brought closely together but not joined.
The origin and purpose of these massive silver chains are unknown.
They are peculiar to Scotland, no example having been ever found
outside this country. There are four examples in the National Museum,
from the counties of Inverness, Aberdeen, Haddington, and Lanarkshire.
Other three are now known, viz., one from Hordwell, another from
Greenlaw, and the one above described from Whitlaw, near Lauder, all
in Berwickshire. [See the previous paper on " Massive silver chains of
double links found in Scotland," by the late Dr John Alexander Smith,
in the Proceedings, vol. xv. p. 64.]

The following Communications were read :—


