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CHAMBERED CAIRNS NEAR KILPINAN, ARGYLL. BY PROFESSOR
V. GORDON CHILDE, B.LiTT., F.S.A.ScoT.

In describing the segmented cists of Arran, Professor Bryce mentioned
the likelihood of finding similar structures along the shores of Loch
Fyne.1 As far as the western shore is concerned his prediction is veri-
fied by the discoveries at Balnabraid, south of Campbeltown,8 and more
recently at Auchoish, near Lochgilphead. The east side of the loch
has, however, hitherto been a blank on the distribution map of such
monuments. Now chambered cairns of the Arran type are only to
be expected in the immediate hinterland of strips of raised beach
platform or recent alluvium that provide well-drained, cultivable land
adjacent to convenient landing-places. On the east side of Loch Fyne
the land generally rises steeply from the shore to barren peaks or peat-
covered plateaux of schistose rocks. Only in the vicinity of Kilfinaii
does the geological map show a considerable stretch of the well-drained
soil that the builders of long cairns seem to have selected for settlement.
The presence of copper lodes, recently worked, as near Kilmartin,

1 Proceedings, vol. xxxviii. p. 77. ' Ibid., vol. liv. p. 172.
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provided an additional pointer to this district. Accordingly, seeing
several cairns marked on the Ordnance Map, I visited the district
with Mr Kilbride Jones, one of my students, at the end of March 1932,
and found that two of the cairns indicated were indubitably of the
chambered variety.

The first stands on the high moorland between the Kilfinan and
Kilail Burns, less than 1£ mile north of Kilfinan and about 1 mile from
the shore. It occupies a slight depression on a small peat-covered
plateau 220 yards due east of the road bridge that crosses the Allt
Mor just south of Auchnaha Farmhouse. On climbing the ridge we
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Fig. 1. Rough Plan of Chamber near Auchnaha (ahout T!T).

were confronted with the imposing ruins of a denuded long cist with
a semicircular facade of orthostats in front.

The attached sketch plan indicates the more salient features; the
position of the principal uprights has been fixed by triangulation, but
otherwise the plan makes no claim to accuracy, still less to completeness.

Of the cist itself two pairs of contiguous slabs projecting more than
4 feet above the turf enclose an incomplete chamber at least 17 feet
long and 4 feet wide, orientated roughly north-east south-west. The
entry lay to the north-east; the opposite end is still open, and earth-fast
stones just visible through the heather suggest that the cist may have
extended at least 6 feet further to the south-east. (The uprights 6, e,
c, and d are, respectively, 7 feet 4 inches, 7 feet 6 inches, 9 feet 8 inches,



CHAMBERED CAIRNS NEAR KILFINAN, ARGYLL. 417

and 8 feet in length, slab e overlapping slab d by about 1 foot, a feature
characteristic of segmented cists.) Suggestions of a septal slab may
be felt under the turf of the unexcavated chamber at the junction of
the pairs of lateral slabs. Within the chamber near its opening is
an upright pillar, presumably one jamb of the distinctive portal. Upon
this pillar and the adjacent ends of the lateral slabs still rests a huge
capstone which has, however, slipped forward into the semicircle in
front.

The facade constitutes an additional link with Arran cairns, like

Fig. 2. Auchnaha : the Fa9ade.

East Beniian and Cam Ban on Kilmory Water. Five orthostats are
still erect, a sixth is slanting forwards, but the two terminal slabs are
prostrate; other prone blocks in the area of the facade may likewise
have fallen forward from it. The chord of the arc is 41 feet.

The bulk of the cairn must have been robbed in building a dyke
which traverses the plateau about 200 yards to the south, and little
is now visible through the peat. A little over 100 feet south-west of
the portal of the chamber and set transversely to its main axis is
a single standing stone. Since a stony ridge can be felt extending
under the peat from the existing structure towards the standing stone
it is likely that the latter marks the limit of the original cairn. A
standing stone is similarly placed behind the segmented cist of
Beacharra in Kintyre. Midway between the chamber and the menhir
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are two apparently earth-fast slabs in line with a third at right angles
to them. They may mark the site of a second cist of some sort.

On account of its continental parallels I regard the frontal semi-
circle as an early feature in our chambered cairns. Tombs provided
with.it should be the first to be erected by the groups of immigrants
landing on our shores. The situation of the Auchnaha chamber adjacent
to a landing-place at Kilfinan is quite compatible with this view.

A mile and three-quarters across the moors north of the monument
just described is Cam Ban, represented on the 6-inch Ordnance Map

Fig. 3. Auchnaha Chamber from the south.

as an obviously long cairn. It stands on the 600-foot contour, far
below the summit of the ridge on the north bank of the deep glen
Eas an Fhir, through which Kilail Burn flows, and about 160 yards east
of the junction of a tributary flowing in from the north. The cairn
has been wickedly denuded, presumable in building a dyke that runs
about 100 yards to the west; only at the east end do a heap of large
boulders and a couple of earth^fast slabs—apparently part of the
peristalith—project above the turf. But stones extending under the
turf down-hill westward suggest a former extension of the cairn to a
maximum length of 81 feet. Thirty-seven and a half feet west of the
presumed eastern peristalith are two earth-fast slabs in line running
north and south. They are 4 feet 10 inches and 4 feet 2 inches long,
respectively, with a gap of nearly 9 feet between them. Parallel to
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the southern slab and 2 feet west of it is another, 3 feet 2 inches long.
The space between is closed on the south by a third slab set obliquely
to the others. We have here doubtless the remains of a long cist, at
least 18 feet long, and presumably once opening to the north. At this
point the cairn seems to have been 31 £ feet wide.

It may then be assumed that Cam Ban represents the remnants of
a second chambered cairn in this district, though here no further details
can be determined.

The Bronze Age on the east side of Loch Fyne is represented by (1)
a small round grassy mound about 25 feet in diameter, with a standing
stone about 100 yards to the east of it, on the raised beach platform
north of Kilfinan Burn and close to the shore; (2) possibly by a " cairn,"
now removed, that once occupied a very similar position just north of
Kilail Burn at Otter Ferry; and (3) by a large cairn 50 feet in diameter
nearly five miles farther north. The last named stands on the summit
of a bluff that rises steeply from the loch to a height of 639 feet, and
is isolated from the main plateau by the channels of small burns.

In the Iron Age the popularity of the Kilfinan district is attested
by the presence of no less than five forts between the Kilfinan and
Kilail Burns. The only one visited, Barr lola, occupies the summit of a
bare peak of rock rising from the plateau to a height of 531 feet
almost midway between the two chambered cairns already described.
A double-faced stone wall, 10 feet thick, is here visible joining up masses
of outcrop and enclosing an oval space of 73 feet by 55 feet. There
are traces of an entrance to the south-west, with a cell-like structure
built on to the main wall just within it on the left. Farther round on
the same side are suggestions of a cell in the thickness of the wall.
On a platform, just below the fortified summit, is a spring, and on the
opposite side of the fort the foundations of a rectangular enclosure
about 15 feet by 8 feet are visible.

Less than a mile and a half north of Kilail Burn is a sixth fort,
marked " cairn" on the Ordnance Map. It stands on the 550-foot con-
tour on the ridge which separates the two arms of Largiemore Burn
and subsequently rises gently to a marshy plateau 800 feet above O.D.
All that survives is a ring of stones with an over-all diameter of
75 feet enclosing a peaty hillock. On the east contiguous slabs on
edge clearly mark the true outer face of the wall. Traces of a coursed
inner face are visible 10 feet inwards, while a gap to the west must
mark an entrance. On the sloping boggy ground between the enclo-
sure and the burn are three or four heaps of stones that might be
small cairns and some possible hut-circles that might, however, be
decayed shooting-butts.
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The only prehistoric monuments north of those described seem to
be a fort that dominates the little alluvial triangle at Strachur and
a standing stone on the alluvial land itself. The fort occupies a small
wooded knoll just south of Inverglen Farmhouse, about 100 feet above
O.D. The summit is defended by a well-built stone wall that has,
however, been plundered and disturbed by tree planting. The masonry
recalls broch building. Both faces are well preserved on the east,
showing that the wall was 13 feet thick; on the west the construction
has been badly disturbed, but it looks as if the space enclosed measured
36 feet across. A cell (or stair) is traceable in the thickness of the wall
on the north-east and an entrance on the north-west. This gave on
to a lower saddle, itself defended by a narrow stone wall in which no
trace of building is visible. The whole structure recalls a broch, but
cannot without excavation be distinguished from duns like Druim an
Cuin and Ardifuar on Poltalloch 1 or Suidhe Chennaidh on Loch Awe.2
Indeed, all the three forts here noticed belong to a type well repre-
sented in Argyll.

Since this paper was read before the Society I have found that
the chamber near Auchnaha had been described by Rev. Frank Knight
in a paper read before the Glasgow Archseological Society, which was
only published in summary form in the Glasgow Herald, and accord-
ingly was unknown to the axithor and the members of the Council
of this Society to whom his paper was referred.

1 Proceedings, vol. xxxix. pp. 286 and 183.
a Ibid., vol. xxv. p. 120.
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MONDAY, Vth May 1932.

THOMAS YULE, W.S., Vice-President, in the Chair.

A Ballot having been taken, the following were elected Fellows:—
G. A. DUNLOP, Director of Municipal Museum and Art Gallery, 52 Chester

Road, Warrington, Lanes.
Rev. MARSHALL B. LANG, T.D., D.D,, Whittingehame Manse, Haddington.
JAMES OSBORNB M'CABB, B.A., M.A., Fairfield, Bathgate, West Lothian.
W. A. MUNBO, D.Litt., Taynuilt, Newtown St Boswells.
DAVID GEORGE RAMSAY, M.A., B.Sc., Rector of Kirkcudbright Academy, Skair

Kilndale, Kirkcudbright.
The name of THOMAS D. BATHGATE, Gersa Schoolhouse, Watten,

Caithness, who was elected a Fellow at the meeting on 30th November
1931, was inadvertently omitted from p. 2 of this volume.

The following Donations to the Museum were intimated, and thanks
voted to the Donors:—

(1) By R. W. NAPIER, F.S.A.Scot., F.R.S.A.
Circular Copper Pass bearing on one side KIRKCALDY/ST G/ or

DYSART/FERRY/CABIN/N0 3.

(2) By THEODORE E. SALVESEN, F.S.A.Scot,, F.R.S.E.
Large Clasp-knife with a brass haft, engraved with floral designs,

said to have been found on the battlefield of Culloden.

(3) By The Hon. Sir HEW H. DALRYMPLE, K.C.V.O., F.S.A.Scot.
Silver Medal of Cromwell, commemorating the Battle of Dunbar.

Obv. Head of Cromwell with the inscriptions THE LORD OF HOSTS and
WORD AT DUNBAR SEPTEM Y 3 1650. Rev. A view of the House of
Commons in session.

(4) By A. M. SHARP, F.S.A.Scot.
Shield-shaped Medal of Gold, commemorating the First Scottish Inter-

national Aviation Meeting at Lanark in 1910.

(5) By CHARLES MOXON, F.S.A.Scot.
Snuff-box of sycamore, made by Gibson, Cumnock.

(6) By A. M. BRIDGES, 157 South Street, St Andrews.
Tailor's Smoothing Stone in the form of a stone axe, measuring

7| inches in length.
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Old Knife and Fork with bone handles.
Old Razor with horn handle.
Cylindrical Wooden Box containing sixteen matches. On a label on

the side is printed " Superior Congreve Matches from one of the greatest
and most famous German manufactories I N E."

(7) By JOHN R. FORTUNE, Corresponding Member.
Leaf-shaped Arrow-head, wanting the point; lop-sided Arrow-head,

imperfect: two Scrapers, measuring 1T\ inch by f inch and f inch by f inch ;
pointed Implement, measuring f inch by •£$ inch; part of a Knife, dressed
along both sides; sub-triangular Implement, measuring 1| inch by 1T

3
T

inch; half of a Slug-shaped Implement, all of grey and light grey Flint,
and a Stone Whorl, measuring 1| inch in diameter and \^ inch in thick-
ness, decorated on both faces with incised concentric circles, the edge
being encircled by two incised parallel lines near each side. Found at
Airhouse, Channelkirk, Berwickshire.

(8) By The Right Hon. THE EARL OF DALKEITH, M.P., Eildon Hall,
. St Boswells.

Twelve socketed Bronze Axes, found together, along with other two,
near Kalemouth, Roxburghshire, by Mrs Cochran, Kalemouth House
(fig. 1). The length, breadth across cutting edges, and external measure-
ments of sockets are:

(1) 3^ inches, 2£ inches, and 1T
7
F inch by 1̂  inch.

(2) 3J inches, 2£ inches, and 1TV inch by 1T
9^ inch.

(3) 3| inches, l^f inch, and 1J inch by 1TV inch.
(4) 3f inches, 2|- inches, and \\ inch by 1̂  inch.
(5) 3^ inches, 2^ inches, and 1TV inch by 1T^ inch.
(6) 3| inches, 2 inches, and 1T

7
¥ inch by 1T^- inch, given by Lord Dalkeith

to Mrs Cochran.
(7) 3^ inches, 2| inches, and 1T

7
T inch by IfV inch, given by Lord

Dalkeith to the Museum in " Queen Mary's House," Jedburgh.
(8) 3| inches, 2\ inches, and 1TV inch by If inch.
(9) 3| inches, 2^V inches, and \\ inch by \\ inch.

(10) 3^ inches, Z\ inches, and 1̂  inch by lyV inch.
(11) 3| inches, 2| inches, and 1̂  inch by If^ inch.
(12) 3| inches, 2^ inches, and 1|̂  inch by If inch.
(13) 3^ inches, 2f!

T inches, and IfV inch by If inch.
(14) 3yV inches, 2| inches, and 1̂  inch by 1£ inch.

Plaster casts of Nos. 6 and 7 have been made in the Museum by
Mr Edwards, and are displayed with the other twelve axes.



DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM. 423

The first seven seem to have been made from one model, presumably
in clay moulds, and, generally, they show the joint between the halves of
the mould, not filed off, but hammered down. No. 1 shows the cutting

Fig. 1. Hoard of Socketed Bronze Axes found near Kalemouth, Roxburghshire.

edge quite ragged and undressed, just as it came from the mould. All
these, as well as No. 8, are surrounded under the mouth by a moulding
from which hang three ribs on each side, and No. 14 exhibits the same
number of ribs hanging from a double moulding. No. 9 has a very slight
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moulding; Nos. 10 and 11 are plain; and Nos. 12 and 13 have a slight
thickening for three-quarters of an inch under the mouth of the socket.
The sockets in the first nine axes are squarish with rounded corners, but
the others are more oval. Nos. 3 and 5 show traces of hammering near
the cutting edge, and Nos. 3, 9,10, and 11 signs of grinding along it. The
axes are in good condition, and are covered with patinas ranging from
brown to dark green. Several of the axes look as if they had been
tinned in places, but this may be due to some chemical alteration in
the surface of the metal. Bronze Age hoards can usually be divided
into three categories—personal, merchants', and founders'. This is
evidently a merchant's hoard.

(9) By I AN G. WILSON, 4 Warrender Park Crescent, Edinburgh.
Staff formed from a branch of whin, 19J inches long, found in an

old working in a coal pit at Niddrie, Midlothian, by Robert Baxter,
mine manager, grandfather of the donor. This staff is believed to
have been used by one of the women who carried up the coal in creels
on their backs. Three inches from the top is a deep hollow worn by
the thumb.

(10) By J. LOGAN MACK, F.S.A.Scot., F.S.A.
Small pot of Lambeth Delft, of yellow colour, 2| inches in height,

found 15 feet below the surface in London.

(11) By A. D. LACAILLB, F.S.A.Scot.
Early Neolithic Tool, of whitish Flint, of Thames pick type, 4f inches

in length, found by the donor in a field near Iver, Bucks.

(12) By Rev, A. A. MILNE, F.S.A.Scot.
Twenty^two Communion Tokens.

The following Purchase for the Museum was announced:—
Highland flat ring Brooch of Brass, measuring 3j inches in diameter,

with its original pin, with split head, complete. On the front are
engraved seven large rings with a dot in the centre, at irregular
intervals, and, between them, oblong panels filled with ornamentation
consisting of from two to four reversed S-shaped designs, placed close
together and simulating a Black Letter inscription. In places it
shows a dark green patina. Found near St Clement's Church, Rodil,
Harris.
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The following Donations to the Library were intimated, and thanks
voted to the Donors:—

(1) By R. MURDOCH LAWRANCE, F.S.A.Scot., the Author.
William Sherer Aitken, Minor Poet and Volunteer. Reprinted from

The Banffshire Journal, 8th March 1932.

(2) By JAMBS CURLE, LL.D., F.S.A.Scot., F.S.A.
Tete d'un Jeune Chef Aquitain. Par Raymond Lantier. (Extrait

des " Monuments et Memoires" publie^ par 1'Academic des Inscriptions
et Belles-Lettres (Tome XXXI). Paris, 1931.

(3) By ROBERT DOUGLAS, M.A., M.D., D.P.H., Deloraine, Elgin.
The Dovecots of Moray. Elgin, 1931.

(4) By H.M. GOVERNMENT.
Acts of the Privy Council of England, 1621-1623. London, 1932.
Register of Edward the Black Prince. Part III. A.D. 1351-1365.

London, 1932.

(5) By the Misses MURRAY, Moore Park, Cardross, Dumbartonshire.
Papers relating to the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, 1778-1787.

(6) By Captain GEORGE W.HAWS,13AvondaleRoad,Hoylake, Cheshire.
Extracts from the Recollections of Marie Cufaude. Edited by F. C.

Lefroy. Typed copy, 1930.

(7) By Professor A. W. BR^GGER, Hon. F.S.A.Scot., the Author.
Instituttet for Sammenlignende Kulturforskning. Serie C11-4.

Nord-Norges Bosetningshistorie.

The following Purchases of Books for the Library were intimated:—
Musees Royaux d'Art et d'Histoire a Bruxelles. Belgique Ancienne.

Catalogue Descriptif et Raisonne. Par le Baron de Loe. II. Les Ages
du Metal. Bruxelles, 1931.

The Battle of Bannockburn: a Study in Mediaeval Warfare. By
W. Mackay Mackenzie, M.A. Glasgow, 1913.

The Bannockburn Myth. By W. Mackay Mackenzie, M.A., D.Litt.,
F.S.A.Scot. Being a Reply to the Pamphlet of the Historical Association
entitled "The Site of the Battle of Bannockburn." Edinburgh, 1932.

The following Communications were read:—


