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PREFACE

THE large circular earthwork situated north of the town of Amesbury in south Wiltshire
has been one of the more neglected prehistoric monuments. A description of the remains
was not published until 1812 by Sir Richard Colt Hoare, at which time the bank had been
much mutilated by ploughing. The continuation of this process for more than 150 years
until the present day has reduced the earthwork for the most part to a chalky streak in the
ploughed soil.

The site was scheduled under the Ancient Monuments Acts in 1928 but by 1966 the enclo-
sure ditch had not been sectioned, nor had any formal excavation been undertaken in the
interior. In 1966 the Ancient Monuments Division of the Ministry of Public Building and
Works was notified by the Wiltshire County Council of a proposed re-routing of the Agy4s
road from Amesbury to Marlborough, designed to eradicate a stretch of highway with a
bad accident record, which traversed the east half of the Durrington enclosure. An assessment
was made of the possibilities of diverting the road elsewhere but geological considerations
made such alternative routes impractical. The matter was referred to the Ancient Monu-
ments Board for England who recommended that the scheme be accepted, provided that
the County Council gave facilities for careful excavation and recording in the area proposed
for the new road. These excavations were undertaken in the autumn of 1966 and the summer
of 1967. In 1966 the ditch and bank of the enclosure were excavated where they were to be
crossed by the route of the proposed road. In addition, the bank was sectioned in its south
sector and an area investigated to the south of the enclosure. These excavations were the
subject of an interim report in 1967.1 In the following year, the strip of land which repre-
sented the route of the new road across the eastern half of the enclosure became available for
excavation which was undertaken from June to August. During this season the east entrance
to the enclosure was located and partially excavated and the remains of important timber
structures were found in the interior. In addition, the route of the proposed road was totally
excavated south of the enclosure as far as Totterdown Clump. An interim report on these
excavations was published in 1968.2

In November 1967, contractors working on behalf of the Wiltshire County Council
excavated an outfall trench some 0.50 m. wide which cut through the bank of the enclosure
to the south of the east entrance. A quantity of Late Neolithic refuse was recovered from the
old land surface under the bank and samples of the soil were obtained with a view to studying
the environment of the time. In February 1968 a previously unsuspected enclosure of Iron
Age date was discovered to the north of the Neolithic enclosure, near the road known as the
Packway which runs west to Larkhill Camp from the Stonehenge Inn. This enclosure was
identified in the course of building the new road and the supervision of its excavation was
undertaken by Mr P. Donaldson under the direction of the author. This settlement has been
called the Packway Enclosure on account of its proximity to that road.

Finally, in June 1968 a strip of turf was removed in order to lay a footpath to a bus shelter

1 Wainwright, 1967. 2 Wainwright, 1968.
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to the south of the Neolithic enclosure. Mr P. Drewett kept a watch on these operations
which revealed the terminal of a shallow ditch — possibly part of a barrow ditch.

Under the supervision of the writer, the work in 1966 and 1967 was carried out by volunteer
labour and with men and machinery provided by R. Butcher and Son of Warminster. The
extent of the excavation and the complexity of the structures uncovered made heavy demands
on the skill and stamina of the supervisors in charge of the individual sites and it was their
efforts which alone made the work possible. Mr P. Donaldson and Mr P. Drewett supervised
the excavation of the Southern Circle and Mr B. Sewell that of the Northern Circle, whilst
Miss A. Good controlled the daily flow of finds. Mr J. Clarke provided help in the field and
in numerous ways in the preparation of this report, whilst my wife organized the physical
welfare of the volunteer labour force. Other assistants who bore special responsibilities during
the excavation include Mr R. Evans, Mr J. Huntries, Mrs I. Wade and Dr D. White.

Permission for the excavation was given by the owners of the land, who were the Wiltshire
County Council, Messrs Wort and Way of Salisbury and the Executors of the estate of the
late J. J. Toomer. The maps, plans and sections in this report are by Mrs C. Boddington
who also prepared the drawings of the pottery and bone objects. The flint artifacts were
drawn by my wife, figs. 2029, 8g—93 by Mr P. C. Compton and fig. 105 by Mr D. Neal. The
reconstruction drawings of the buildings are by Mr C. Musson. The photograph for plate I
is by Dr J. K. S. St Joseph; plate XIIa is by Mr J. Hampton of the National Monuments
Record; plates 11, III, IVa, VI, X, XII by the School of Army Aviation under arrangements
made with the Royal Commission on Historical Monuments; plate IVh by the Packway
Studios, Larkhill; Plate Va by Dr J. Evans and the remainder by staff photographers of
the Ministry of Public Building and Works with the exception of plate XII5 which was
provided by the Ministry of Defence.

The problems of the site have been discussed with many colleagues and the writer wishes
to express his particular gratitude to Dr I. H. Longworth of the British Museum for his
major contribution on the Neolithic pottery; to Mr C. Musson, then a research student at
the Department of Archaeology in the University College, Cardiff, for his discussion of the
architectural problems of the timber structures, to Professor R. J. C. Atkinson of the
University College, Cardiff, for his assistance in calculations concerning the timber circles
and the enclosure bank and ditch, and to Dr I. F. Smith.

Most grateful thanks are given to all those who have contributed specialist reports and
advice in the compilation of this monograph, notably Mr R. Harcourt for his study of the
numerous animal bones; Professor G. W. Dimbleby and Dr J. G. Evans for their studies of
the fossil pollens and land mollusca respectively; Dr F. S. Wallis and Mr E. D. Evens of the
Implement Petrology Survey of the South-West for their reports on the non-local rocks;
Mr G. C. Morgan for his report on the charcoals; Mrs L. A. Finch for her report on the
petrological examination of certain sherds; Mr R. Burleigh for his note on certain radio-
carbon dates and Miss R. Powers for her account of the human skeletal remains. Mr
V. R. Rickard of the Ancient Monuments Laboratory of the Ministry cleaned and conserved
the metal objects found during the excavation and the fabrics of the Iron Age sherds were
examined and commented upon by Mr P. Fowler of the University of Bristol. A geophysical
survey of the area to be destroyed was carried out by Mr A. J. Clark of the Ancient Monu-
ments Laboratory before the 1967 excavation. In the autumn of that year an extensive
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geophysical survey of the enclosure was undertaken to determine the line of the enclosure
ditch and to confirm whether or not other timber structures had existed in the interior.
Some of the results of this survey have been incorporated in the main site plan (fig. 3).

As a result of the archaeological work negotiations have taken place to prevent any
ploughing of the enclosure in the future. The finds have been deposited in the Salisbury
Museum.

USE OF THE RADIOCARBON DETERMINATIONS

Throughout this work the chronology derived from the radiocarbon dates discounts both
main aspects of the carbon-14 discrepancy problem which have recently become apparent
from the work of Suess and others based on carbon-14 measurement of tree-ring sequences
(Olsson, 1970). First, none of the dates have been calibrated in terms of calendar years.
Secondly, if the fine structure of the published curve is correct, it is possible that some of the
determinations fall into one of the less sensitive regions. This could have the effect that dates
which now appear to form an ordered sequence may notreally do so. Until further work has
verified the detailed shape of the discrepancy curve, perhaps using material from other
geographic regions, it seems desirable that tentative calibration of the dates should not be
made. The sequence of raw dates provided, backed by the stratigraphy, has been taken as
the basis of a working hypothesis for the chronological arguments embodied in this work.



SUMMARY

Excavations between 1966 and 1968 within and around the oval earthwork near Durrington Walls,
Wiltshire, in advance of a road improvement scheme, recorded the remains of timber structures within the
enclosure which are considered to have been roofed buildings and which can be compared with neighbouring
Woodhenge and with the Sanctuary on Overton Hill. The earliest evidence for occupation on the site pre-
dates the enclosure and can be assigned by radiocarbon determinations to the middle of the third millen-
nium B.C., whilst the bank and ditch were not constructed until the beginning of the second millennium.
At the same time, or perhaps a little later, a large timber structure with its roof supported on concentric
rings of oak posts was built within the south-east entrance to the enclosure and a similar though smaller
structure approached by an avenue was built to the north of it. A geophysical survey has established that
more timber structures were built within the enclosure but the nature and date of these is not known.
Considerable quantities of Grooved Ware sherds together with associated flint and bone artifacts and
animal bones were recorded from the enclosure earthworks and from the timber structures and these have
been described and placed in their cultural context. In addition, the status of Grooved Ware in the early
second millennium B.C. has been reviewed in respect of its origins, style, chronology and associations
and a gazetteer of the relevant sites has been compiled. The area was also settled in the Late Pre-Roman
Iron Age and this evidence is discussed in a final chapter. Throughout this work radiocarbon dates are
expressed, following normal practice, on the basis of the Libby half-life for carbon-14 of 5568 years
without further correction.



I. INTRODUCTORY

URRINGTON WALLS is a nearly oval enclosure surrounded by a ditch with an

external bank, which excavation and a geophysical survey showed to be breached by
two entrances in the east and west. The dimensions of this enclosure, taken from the midline
of the bank, are 487 m. from north-west to south-east and 472 m. from north-east to south-
west. On the basis of its plan, with the bank outside the ditch, the enclosure is assigned to the
category of prehistoric ceremonial circles known as henge monuments. This term was first
employed by Kendrick and Hawkes! and its two opposed entrances place it in Class II of
that category as defined originally by Professor Piggott.2 The great size of the enclosure
distinguishes it from the majority of Class II henge monuments and relates it rather to
ceremonial circles such as Avebury in north Wiltshire, Marden in the Vale of Pewsey and
Mount Pleasant to the east of Dorchester.

The bank and ditch enclose a small dry valley on cultivated chalk land which leads
directly onto the River Avon, and amongst ceremonial circles Durrington Walls is unique in
such a siting although proximity to water is normal for Class II henges as a whole. The
enclosure is contained by the 385 ft. and 260 ft. contours to the west and east respectively,
there being a descent of 12.1 m. from the south lip of the valley to the bottom of the combe
and a similar drop of 15.2 m. from the north lip of the valley. It lies some 60.9 m. north of
the Woodhenge timber structure excavated by Mrs Cunnington and 1.8 miles north-east of
Stonehenge (fig. 1).3 The flat surface around the edge of the combe to the north, west and
south is occupied by the very eroded remains of the bank. The ditch is situated inside the
bank further down the slope and pursues a much more irregular course. The interior of the
enclosure was crossed by the old route of the Ag45 which descended into the combe from the
south before turning sharply right and emerging from the valley to the south of the Stone-
henge Inn. This route has now been replaced by the new road on its embankment above
the valley floor, which crosses a ditch terminal of the east entrance and traverses the east
half of the enclosure before emerging onto level ground to the north of the Neolithic enclosure.

~ Centuries of ploughing have obliterated the ditch of the enclosure in every sector save the
north-east, where it is still visible as a shallow depression, and has also flattened the bank save
in that same sector. As a result, the most conspicuous man-made features on the site are the
lynchets which follow the line of the ditch and cross the bank in the south sector and which
obscure the ditch and the inner edge of the bank in the west and east (fig. 3). The combina-
tion of these agricultural processes and man-made features render the site much less impres-
sive today than it would have been in the middle of the second millennium B.c.

However, although ploughing has resulted in the erosion of the bank and the chalk bed-
rock around the edge and upper sides of the valley, this process has also entailed the drift of
a protective covering of soil into the bottom and onto its lower slopes. In places this mantle
of soil attained a depth in excess of 1.5 m. This means that although the post-holes of timber
structures which were recorded on the upper slopes have been badly eroded, the remains of
the buildings which were found in the bottom of the valley were extremely well preserved.

1 Kendrick and Hawkes, 1932, 83—98. 2 Piggott, S. and C. M., 1939, 140. 3 Nat. Grid Ref. SU 150435.
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INTRODUCTORY 3

THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL ENVIRONS OF DURRINGTON

A large number of prehistoric antiquities are concentrated in the immediate vicinity of
Durrington Walls. A number of these have been recorded through chance discoveries — an
example being the Packway Enclosure, the existence of which was unsuspected until it was
revealed by the road-workings. The distribution of these sites around Durrington Walls is
given in fig. 2.

Woodhenge (SU 150434)

Situated some 60.9 m. south of Durrington Walls and excavated by Mr and Mrs B. H.
Cunnington between 1926 and 1928, Woodhenge consists of a circular enclosure surrounded
by a ditch with an external bank and one entrance. This enclosure is 67 m. in diameter and
contained a setting of six concentric rings of post-holes which have been interpreted as
supports for the roof of a large circular building. Pottery associated with this structure
includes Grooved Ware and fragments of Beaker. Two comparable structures were found
within the Durrington enclosure in 1967 and the Woodhenge structure will be considered
in greater detail when these are discussed.

Woodhenge : Circle 1 (SU 15134323)

Two concentric ditches of a ploughed-out round barrow which surrounded a central
grave. The grave contained the crouched skeleton of a man which was associated with a
Long-Necked Beaker and a perforated axe-hammer of tourmaline granite from the Land’s
End region. The battle-axe is a type artifact in Stage 1 of Mrs Roe’s developing series of
such implements,! which are normally assigned to a long-necked Beaker/Food Vessel
horizon.2

Woodhenge : Circle 2 (SU 15134326)

An irregular circular ditch some 24.3 m. in diameter of a ploughed-out round barrow,
which appears to have been dug through a rectilinear setting of stake-holes. Seven pits were
found within the ditch, one of which contained an unaccompanied crouched skeleton and
another contained a cremation with three small sherds of Grooved Ware.3

Woodhenge : Circle 3 (SU 15114328)

A circular ditch of a ploughed-out round barrow which enclosed one pit containing a few
animal bones, a piece of burnt clay and a flint scraper. Grooved Ware was obtained from
the bottom of the ditch.4

Woodhenge : Circle 4 (SU 15104330)

The circular ditch of a ploughed-out round barrow with no internal features. Grooved
Ware was obtained from the bottom of the ditch.?

1 Roe, 1966. 4 Cunnington, 1929, 47, pl. 39, 3.

2 Cunnington, 1929, 42f., pl. 39. 3 Cunnington, 1929, 49f., pl. 45.
8 Cunnington, 1929, 45f.

2
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INTRODUCTORY 5
Durrington Walls : south side 1 (SU 152435)

Sir Richard Colt Hoare recorded a mound ‘on the south side of Durrington Walls’. He
excavated this mound, which had the external appearance of a barrow, to a depth of .3 m.
but no interment was found. There was no visible trace of this barrow in 1966 but on a map
published by Hoare,! its location appears to be similar to a group of pits or post-holes which
were found in the 1966 excavations and which have been designated Structure A.

Durrington Walls : south side 2 (SU 15144348)

The crouched burial of an adult female associated with a debased Bell Beaker was
excavated by A. St J. Booth in 1951 east of the Ag45 south of Durrington Walls. In the
surrounding ditch were found the horn-cores of Bos longifrons and much human refuse.2

Totterdown Clump (SU 15134317)

West of Totterdown Clump occur three conjoined round barrows which may be super-
imposed on a long barrow. They were dug into by Sir Richard Colt Hoare3 who recorded a
few ashes and charred wood from one barrow, a skeleton and a ‘drinking cup’ from the
second and a ‘circular cist like a well’ in the third, from which a tunnel rose nearly to the top
of the mound.

Totterdown Clump (SU 152430)

In 1932 a crouched burial in a circular grave was found on the north side of a house called
‘Woodhenge’. The filling of the grave pit contained sherds of Grooved Ware.4

‘Above Durrington Walls’ (SU ? 148438)

A flat grave recorded by Colt Hoare? which was covered by a sarsen stone and contained
a skeleton with a flint dagger, a small whetstone and a shale or lignite conical button or
pulley ring.$

In addition, a crouched skeleton is reported to have been found in May 1916 in the course
of digging trenches at Durrington, but there was no record of any object with it.”

Ratfyn, Amesbury (SU 15954205)

In 1920, skeletons, Grooved Ware and an axe-hammer of dark olive-green close-grained
quartzite of Mrs Roe’s Stage 1 were obtained when two houses were built on the Amesbury-
Ratfyn road, one mile south-east of Woodhenge on the other side of the River Avon. In 1934
Dr J. F. S. Stone located the site of these 1920 excavations at the back of Millmead House
in Ratfyn Lane and found a ditch and some pits. The ditch was not dated and only Pit 5
produced finds in any quantity — mainly flints, Grooved Ware and a large scallop shell.

1 Hoare, 1812, facing page 170. 5 Hoare, 1812, 172, pl. xIX.
% Stone, Piggott and Booth, 1954, 164, fig. 9. ¢ Cunnington, 1954, 234.
3 Hoare, 1812, 170. ? Wilts. Arch. Mag., XL1 (1920), 184.

4 Cunnington, 1935.



6 DURRINGTON WALLS: EXCAVATIONS 1966-8

The 519 flints included blades, saws, transverse arrowheads and cores, whilst the animal
bones included remains of ox, pig, red deer and roe deer, together with the fragmentary
right scapula of a Brown Bear.!

‘Woodlands®, south of Woodhenge (SU 15174313)

Four pits were excavated by Dr Stone in 1947 and 1948 in the garden of a house called
‘Woodlands’, 274 m. south-east of the centre of Woodhenge. The pits produced a quantity
of human debris which included Grooved Ware, a chipped flint axe, part of a Graig Lwyd
axe, transverse arrowheads, serrated flint flakes, bone pins, antler picks, marine shells and
animal bones.?3

Flint mine pits (SU 155440)

In 1952 a series of trial flint mine pits were discovered east of the Stonehenge Inn and
north of Durrington Walls in the side of a pipe-trench. Three pits were interpreted as open-
cast flint workings as they consisted of shallow depressions some 60 cm. deep which had been
designed to extract material from a poor quality flint seam. Two antler picks were found in
the spoil that had been thrown out of the pits. Of the three additional pit-shafts that were
discovered, one possessed low galleries at the base of the shallow shaft and in another the
flint had been removed by undercutting. However the flint was generally of a poor quality
and the shafts were not extended. Antler picks, a rake and a broken or incomplete transverse
arrowhead lay on the floor of pit-shaft 5.4

The Egg-Shaped Enclosure (SU 15054320)

A penannular oval, or more exactly egg-shaped enclosure, bounded by a palisade ditch,
one terminal of which is extended in a straight line to the south of the enclosure where it
meets a linear ditch. Twenty-five pits were found within this enclosure of which one produced
about 100 grains of charred barley.5 Pottery from the ditch is of Middle to Late Bronze Age

type.

The Packway Enclosure (SU 152441)

A trapezoid or kite-shaped enclosure surrounded by a ditch and presumed inner bank
which was discovered to the west of the Stonehenge Inn during road building operations in
1968. Pottery from the ditch and from two internal pits dates this enclosure to the end of the
pre-Roman Iron Age.

The concentration of secular, sepulchral and ritual remains of the Late Neolithic period in
the vicinity of Durrington Walls conveys the impression that the area was intensively settled
at that time. As a religious centre it must have been highly regarded, as shown by the
remarkable concentration of timber buildings on the west bank of the River Avon and
Stonehenge being close at hand. Of these structures, Woodhenge has been known for 40
years but has now been placed in perspective as an outlier belonging to a group of similar
structures which lie within the bank and ditch of Durrington Walls.

1 Stone, 1935A. 4 Booth and Stone, 1952.
2 Stone and Young, 1948. 5 Cunnington, 1929, 49f., pl. 45.
3 Stone, 1949.
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THE HISTORY OF THE SITE

The enclosure has a history in archaeological literature which extends back only to the
early nineteenth century. The earliest description we have of the site is by Sir Richard Colt
Hoare and runs as follows: “The site of this ancient settlement is decidedly marked by a
circular embankment, partly natural, and partly artificial, which shelters it from the
south-west winds. . . . Having been for many years in tillage, its form is much mutilated ; but
from what remains it appears to have been of a circular form, and to have had a vallum all
around it on the high ground, but not on the east side near the water. We picked up a great
deal of pottery within the works’.? It would appear from this description that the enclosure
had suffered damage from ploughing at that date, but despite the record of a great deal of
surface pottery little or none has been collected from the fields in this century despite periodic
searching.

The next description of the site is that by Mr P. Farrer (over a century later than Colt
Hoare),? who illustrated his account with a contour plan and four sections. The plan is
remarkably accurate when one considers that the bank and ditch had virtually been obli-
terated in their north, west and south sectors. Working from surface indications, Mr Farrer
located the west and east entrances and noted that the line of the ditch to the south of the
east entrance was clearly visible as a crop-mark in 1917. Fifty years later even this slight
indication had been destroyed, but with its help Mr Farrer measured the causeway of the
east entrance and found it to be 9.1 m. wide. The result of his careful observation is that his
plan of the enclosure ditch differs very little from that determined by excavation and
geophysical survey.

In addition to his survey of the enclosure Mr Farrer observed a section which was cut
through the bank in its west sector in 1917 when a drain was laid from Larkhill to a soak-pit
(fig. 3). In this area the bank is masked by a lynchet of post-Neolithic age beneath which
some 45 cm. of bank composed of chalk lumps was preserved intact. On top of the bank was
found a skull and other human bones. Beneath the bank a fossil soil some g cm. thick was
preserved, on top of which was an occupation layer of charcoal, flints, burnt bone and one
potsherd which was identified as part of a Beaker by Mrs Cunnington and Dr Blackmore.
As the remains of the bank were clearly undisturbed over the charcoal layer it is reasonable
to assume on this evidence that the bank was constructed after the deposition of this potsherd.
Mr Farrer’s valuable contribution to a study of Durrington Walls was therefore twofold:
he had produced the first accurate plan of the site and recorded the first observations con-
cerning an excavation of any kind into the earthwork. If these observations were correct, he
had provided a terminus post quem for the building of the bank.

Farrer’s description of the site was followed by an account written by O. G. S. Crawford in
1929 who attempted to supplement the earlier description by means of aerial photographs
and his personal observations. The photographs are of good quality, and the writer is
indebted to staff of the Royal Commission on Historical Monuments for their assistance in
obtaining prints from the original negatives, which have played an important part in com-
posing the general site plan (fig. 3). By means of these photographs Crawford was able to

1 Hoare, 1812, 169. 2 Farrer, 1918.
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prove the existence of the west entrance, as the ditch terminals could be located as crop-
marks.! Moreover, he was also able to point to the existence of a rectilinear enclosure sited
against the lynchet at the place of the west entrance, and two concentric ditches just west of
the centre of the enclosure.?2 However, although on Crawford’s amended plan the line of the
bank is plotted with accuracy, the alignment of the ditch in its south sector was moved
further to the south to conform with the observed course of the bank. It is clear from both
the aerial photographs and the evidence of the 1967 excavations that Mr Farrer’s observa-
tions were the more correct in this respect and that there was a substantial berm between the
bank and ditch in this area.

Although Crawford did not find any pottery on the surface he did find half of a perforated
stone mace-head near the centre of the enclosure.? Dr H. H. Thomas of the Geological
Survey identified it as an ‘olivine diorite which in this instance is characterized by decom-
posed crystals of olivine showing as small dull red grains’. He pointed out that ‘rocks of simi-
lar character occur along the Welsh borders at Rowley in Shropshire, south of Wellington’.

Although Dr Crawford’s account was written ‘to clear the ground’ for urgently needed
excavations on account of the uncertainties concerning the plan, date and internal structures
of the monument, this work was not undertaken. The site was included in Professor Atkinson’s
list of henge monuments as a Class II type* but no new information regarding the enclosure
came to light until the winter of 1950—1 when the Amesbury R.D.C. excavated a pipe-trench
go cm. wide and 1.2 m. deep across the east half of Durrington Walls (following the east
verge of the Ag45). A subsidiary pipe-trench crossed the field to the south of Woodhenge which
contained the barrow circles excavated by Mrs Cunnington. This pipe-trench was studied
by A. St J. Booth of Amesbury, Professor S. Piggott and Dr J. F. S. Stone, who were able to
record what was in effect a north—south section across the enclosure.

Eighteen metres outside the southern bank was a ditch enclosing a circular area 11.2 m.
in diameter with a shallow central grave which had been partly cut away by the pipe-trench.
The grave contained the remains of a small contracted skeleton associated with a large
asymmetric and unornamented Bell Beaker.

It was suggested that the main enclosure ditch in its southern sector was located to the
south of the lynchet® but it was not possible to establish its dimensions. A gap in the bank of
some 5.4 m. was taken to represent the position of the ditch and it was therefore suggested
that the bank was piled up on both sides of the latter. However, the evidence of aerial
photography and of the 1967 excavation indicates that in fact the ditch lies to the north of
the lynchet (fig. 3). It seems likely that the gap in the bank noted by Booth and Stone was
due to erosion by ploughing. Furthermore, this gap is not wide enough for the ditch as
recorded in the 1966—7 excavations. The evidence of the pipe-trench suggests rather that
the bank at this point is well in excess of 30 m. wide and that it is separated by a berm more
than 27 m. wide from the ditch to the north of the lynchet.

A few sherds of Grooved Ware were recorded from the old land surface below the bank
and at its southern edge a double row of post-holes was discovered. This discovery prompted
further excavations in 1952 which are described below.

1 Crawford, 1929, pl. i 4 Atkinson, 1951, g6.
2 Crawford, 1929, fig. 3. 5 Stone, Piggott and Booth, 1954, 162—4, fig. 3.
3 Crawford, 1929, fig. 1.
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As far as the bank and ditch in the north sector were concerned the pipe-trench revealed
that the ditch had been dug into an existing small dry valley and was separated from the
bank by a berm. The width of the bank was 27.4 m. and beneath it was preserved a fossil
soil up to 27 cm. thick in places. Flint implements and sherds of Grooved Ware were recorded
from the top of this old land surface. In addition, a group of 7 Iron Age pits was recorded
inside the enclosure to the south of the ditch. The pottery from these pits is best paralleled in
the Little Woodbury series and objects from them included three unfinished miniature cups
of chalk and one chalk block with concave scraped surfaces.

The subsidiary pipe-trench crossed the field south of Woodhenge and passed through
Mrs Cunnington’s barrow circle No. 3. Midway between Woodhenge and the egg-shaped
enclosure was found a large Late Bronze Age vessel standing in a hole in the chalk and, 198 m.
from the road, the ditch of another barrow circle was cut through and produced a number
of sherds of the late Middle Bronze Age.l

THE EXCAVATIONS OF 1951-1952

The pipe-trench in the winter of 1950-1 and small exploratory cuttings in 1951 disclosed
a number of post-holes with Late Neolithic domestic rubbish scattered around and in them.
In 1952 it was decided to extend the excavations in this area so as to obtain more information
concerning their purpose and extent. A double line of post-holes was traced along the
southern edge of the bank for a distance of some 20.7 m. and post-holes at right-angles to
this line suggested that one might be dealing with buildings of rectilinear plan. However,
cuttings to the south of the bank which were intended to check this theory produced no
post-holes. In addition to the post-holes, lengths of discontinuous hollows also followed the
rear of the bank, mainly to the south of the post-holes save at the west end of the alignment
where the post-holes were dug into the filling of the hollows. The latter were never more
than 60 cm. deep and pre-dated the building of the bank. The post-holes, whose diameter
rarely exceeded 30 cm. and depth never exceeded 45 cm., also appear to pre-date the
bank — albeit by a very small margin, for they were standing when the bank was thrown
up and bank debris flowed around and between them.

Subsequently, a quantity of domestic debris accumulated on top of the bank talus and as
the posts rotted some of the material fell into the sockets. This refuse included Grooved Ware,
two scraps of Beaker, flints, animal bones and charcoal. As a result it was established that
Late Neolithic material occurred both below the bank and on top of the bank talus. In
the case of the latter the material included a little Beaker pottery and, if Mr Farrer’s account
of the 1917 section is to be believed, a fragment of Beaker pottery had also been recorded
from the old land surface under the bank.

Charcoal obtained in these excavations from under the bank of the henge? was submitted
for dating by the radiocarbon technique and produced dates of 2625 + 40 B.c. (Gro go1a)
and 2635 + 70 B.c. (Gro go1). These dates were published by Professor Piggott? who
described them as ‘archaeologically inacceptable’. His reasons were that small scraps of
Beaker were found at Durrington in addition to the abundant Grooved Ware and similarly,

1 Stone, Piggott and Booth, 1954, 164-6. % Stone, Piggott and Booth, 1954, fig. 4, cutting mr. 3 Piggott, 1959.
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at neighbouring Woodhenge, Bell Beaker pottery was contemporary with the Grooved
Ware. In view of these associations the date from Durrington should conform with other
Beaker dates from Britain and the Netherlands which were not earlier than 2000 B.c.
Moreover, as the rusticated ornament on some of the Woodhenge pottery was thought to be
derived from rusticated Pot Beakers, the date for related material from Durrington could
hardly be earlier than these pots. This problem was unresolved until the 1966 excavations
produced additional material from the old land surface under the bank which suggested a
possible explanation.

The finds from the pipe-trench and from the excavations were described in detail by
Professor Piggott,! who concluded that, with differences in detail, the pottery was closely
allied to that from Woodhenge and from the Woodlands pits nearby. Other artifacts included
scrapers, borers, a transverse arrowhead and a knife with flat edge retouch of flint, and a
bone pin. Of the abundant animal bones, pig comprised 619, and ox 35%,, with sheep or
goat comprising 3.59, and horse 0.3%,.

THE EXCAVATIONS OF 1966-1967
(fig. 2 and pls. II, III)

Before excavations began in September 1966 certain problems presented themselves
concerning the methods to be adopted so that an area of such great size could be investigated.
The threatened area consisted of a strip of variable width, 18.2 m.-39.6 m. wide and 761.9 m.
long, as the writer had decided not only to excavate totally the route of the road across the
henge itself but also the area between the enclosure bank and Totterdown Clump to the
south. In addition, the route of a proposed slip road to Woodhenge necessitated investigation
(fig. 2). As far as the interior of the enclosure was concerned it was clear that nothing less
than total excavation would suffice. First, on account of Woodhenge which led one to suspect
that similar structures might exist in the vicinity, and secondly the dry valley, which implied
that any structures in the bottom of that valley would be well preserved by soil having silted
down the slopes, even though the remains of structures on the upper sides of the valley would
probably have suffered badly from erosion. As a result of these suppositions it was necessary
to commit finance in advance of the excavation in the belief that such expenditure would be
rewarded. The area between the enclosure bank and Totterdown Clump was outside that
covered by the scheduling order. Nevertheless, in view of the barrow circles discovered by
Mrs Cunnington in the field south of Woodhenge it seemed necessary that the threatened
area east of Woodhenge should also be investigated. Therefore, the route of the road from
the enclosure bank to Totterdown Clump and that of the slip road to Woodhenge were
totally excavated. However, the area was completely blank of any prehistoric pits or post-
holes with the exception of one setting close to the enclosure bank (Structure A).

The most difficult problem facing the excavators was the removal of the ploughsoil which
varied in depth from 15 cm. on the northern brim of the valley to 1.5 m. in the bottom.
This problem was overcome by the use of JCB (3c) mechanical excavators which have a
back-actor and a front blade or bucket. By using the back-actor on these machines the

1 Stone, Piggott and Booth, 1954, 169-77.
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overlying ploughsoil can be removed to the top of the natural chalk, or just above it if
preferred, with great accuracy and delicacy in the hands of a skilled operator. An added
complication was that the excavators were not permitted to stray outside the threatened area
so that all the spoil had to be transported up the south face of the combe and dumped in an
archaeologically sterile area. This was accomplished by means of a fleet of dumper trucks,
up to a dozen serving four excavators, of which nine or ten were usually operative. However,
it was found necessary to provide a small dumping ground within the threatened area on the
north face of the valley and this limited space was not excavated. Without the use of machin-
ery the excavation could not have been undertaken; the only disadvantage is that all
unstratified finds in the ploughsoil are lost unless they are seen at the moment they are
uncovered. This loss, however, is more than compensated for by the extensive areas it is
possible to clear, with no damage to any pits or post-holes that may have been dug into the
underlying chalk.

In September 1966 permission to enter the interior of the enclosure had not been granted
and work was therefore concentrated on the bank and ditch where they were due to be
crossed by the road in the north sector and on the outer half of the bank in the south sector.
In addition, a start was made on stripping the route of the road south to Totterdown Clump.
In the days prior to the 1967 excavations in June a geophysical survey was carried out by
Mr A. J. Clark of the Ancient Monuments Laboratory which established the position of the
south ditch terminal of the east entrance. In addition, a geophysical survey was undertaken
of the area between Durrington Walls and Totterdown Clump. The subsequent excavations
concentrated on the strip across the interior of the henge initially and then extended to the
south to complete the excavation as far as Totterdown Clump. In the course of the excava-
tions in the interior of the enclosure the remains of two major timber structures were found.
The Southern Circle was sited inside the east entrance in the bottom of the valley and
consisted of a series of concentric circles of post-holes representing the remains of a building
similar to Woodhenge, but differing from that structure in that there were at least two major
building phases represented. This structure provided the most complex technical problems,
for owing to its position in the bottom of the valley the original dimensions of the post-holes
had been preserved and were up to 1.8 m. wide and 3.0 m. deep in some instances, whilst the
interlocking post-holes and ramps made the excavation a complex matter.

To the south of the junction of the old and new road routes a second timber structure was
found — the Northern Circle, comprising two concentric circles of post-holes approached
by an avenue of timber uprights from the south. The erosion of the chalk through ploughing
in this area had been particularly heavy and only the base of each post-hole was preserved.

The eastern third of the Northern Circle lay outside the threatened area and was not
excavated. Similarly, the western third of the Southern Circle was not to be destroyed and
was therefore not excavated. The non-excavation of these areas was an act of deliberate
policy, for it was considered that, as no threat existed, the interests of posterity would best be
served by leaving a sample of each structure for excavation by a future generation. However,
the parts of each structure which lay in the path of the projected road were totally excavated
before the contractors for the Wiltshire County Council proceeded with their work.

In the autumn of 1967 a pipe-trench was dug through the southern terminal of the bank
at the east entrance to provide drainage from the road down to the River Avon. This trench
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revealed a section through the bank which had a particularly well preserved fossil soil
beneath it at this point. Samples were taken from this soil by Dr J. G. Evans of the London
Institute of Archaeology and Mr L. Biek of the Ancient Monuments Laboratory in order to
attempt to determine the environment of the time. In addition, the old surface was littered
with Late Neolithic pot-sherds, flint implements and fragmentary animal bones. Finally, at
the end of 1967 the contractors extending the road to the north of the enclosure bank recorded
a row of large post-holes. Unfortunately, owing to the circumstances of discovery of these
post-holes it was not possible to establish their relationship to the bank.

THE EXCAVATIONS OF 1968

In February 1968 an enclosure of Iron Age date was discovered by the contractors some
152 m. north of the Durrington enclosure and west of the Stonehenge Inn.! There was no
indication on the ground surface of the existence of this enclosure, the bank of which had
been completely flattened by the plough. Unfortunately, some 1.2 m.—1.5 m. of chalk had
been removed in preparation for the laying of the road, but the enclosure ditch was still
visible, as were two pits in the interior, and the routes of foot-paths alongside the highway
were available for investigation. This excavation was supervised by Mr P. Donaldson in
February and March under wet and icy conditions and his records form the basis for the
account of the enclosure given in this monograph.

Finally, in June 1968 a strip of turf was removed from the old road south of Woodhenge to
the route of the new road, in order to lay a foot-path to a bus-shelter on the latter. Mr
P. Drewett kept a watch on these operations and performed a small excavation on a length
of ditch which was exposed as a result. At the same time, a rubbish trench 19.2 m. long and
45 cm. wide was dug through the outer part of the enclosure bank where it had been investi-
gated by Professor Piggott. The 1952 excavations were located in the side of the rubbish pit
which added little information to that obtained in 1952 or 1967.

1 Grateful thanks are due to the representative of the Wiltshire County Council on the site who informed the
writer of the discovery and facilitated the excavation in many ways.
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II. DESCRIPTION OF THE STRUCTURES
AS REVEALED BY EXCAVATION

THE BANK
(figs. 3-8 and pl. Va)

THE bank is sited on the flat ground surrounding the combe on its north, west and south
flanks and descends the sides of the valley where it opens out towards the River Avon in
the east (fig. 3). Thissiting is probably due to the necessity for a level surface on which to build
a bank 27.4 m.-30.4 m. wide, and the resultant enclosure has a SE-N'W diameter of 487 m.
and a SW-NE diameter of 472 m. measured from the midline of the bank. The latter diameter
is not typical as it incorporates an eccentric bulge in the bank; if the latter had continued
on a regular alignment the diameter would have been 451 m. The plan is therefore an oval
with an east-west elongation.

However, if the centre of a line bisecting the east and west entrances at the bank terminals
be taken as a focal point, it is possible to draw a true circle which cuts some part of the bank
at every point except the eccentric bulge in its north sector. Such a circle has a diameter
of 441.9 m. and the imaginary line bisecting the entrances cuts post-hole 23 of the Southern
Circle whilst just avoiding passing through the entrance to that structure. This line has an
orientation of 123° 30’ from north.

The bank is breached by two entrances in the north-west and south-east, at the same
points in the circuit as the causeways across the ditch. The west entrance is clearly visible on
the ground as a break in the low chalky mound that is the bank at this point. From the west
entrance the bank proceeds in a regular curve around the west and south edges of the combe,
keeping to the flat ground. At the point where it swings east the bank passes through some
private gardens along the upper edge of the west lynchet, but thereafter it can be clearly
seen under the right conditions as a low chalky mound which the plough has eroded deeply.
East of the old road, the bank turns north down the side of the combe to the east entrance
in the bottom of the valley. This stretch of bank is crossed by the south lynchet and cannot
be seen at all on the ground on either side of this feature, although excavations have proved
that it is present.

The east entrance is in the very bottom of the valley where it approaches the river and it
is now very difficult to measure its original width. Farrer measured it in the early years of
this century and found it to be 9.1 m. wide but it is not now possible to trace the bank
terminals any closer to each other than 8 m. North of the east entrance the bank swings in
a shallow curve towards the old road and this is its best preserved sector where it is clearly
visible, except when the corn is at its height.

West of the old road the bank is again much ploughed out and is separated from the ditch
by the north lynchet. The most unusual feature, however, is that the bank curves outwards
in a semi-circle and then straightens out again east of this anomaly. There is a similar
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outward bulge in the alignment of the ditch. One interpretation of this feature is that the
bank and ditch swerved outwards to avoid a pre-existing structure. However, no such
structure was recorded in the 1966 excavations and perhaps the answer lies under the old
route of the A345.

West of this anomaly the bank swings round in a shallow curve, keeping always to the
flat ground, until it terminates at the west entrance which appears to be some 12.1 m.
wide.

The Bank in its North Sector (figs. 4, 5 and pl. Ila)

Prior to its excavation in 1966 there was no sign of the bank in the area which was to be
destroyed by the new road. The ground surface sloped gradually from north to south towards
the bottom of the combe and the modern ploughsoil had accumulated to a depth of 60 cm.
against the hedge along the western side of the old road and to a depth of 1.2 m. over the
centre of the ditch. This overburden was removed with machinery along the line of the
proposed new road to a point 85 m. north of its junction with the old road. The ditch was
located in its presumed position but the distance from the outer lip of the ditch to the inner
edge of the bank was 35 m.

The bank had been much eroded by ploughing, but part of its base was intact and had
preserved a fossil soil beneath it. However, in the east sector of the cutting the bank had
been completely destroyed. Where present, it was preserved to a maximum height of 30 cm.
and was composed of large, clean lumps of chalk tightly rammed together (fig. 4, layer g).
The old land surface beneath it consisted of a dark-brown crumbly soil with few stones which
attained a maximum thickness of 21 cm. (layer 10). On top of this soil and penetrating it
for a distance of some 7 cm. was a rich but localized occupation layer which produced pottery,
flints, bone and charcoal. The 370 sherds represent some 21 pots which are of Middle Neo-
lithic character with rolled, everted and thickened rims (P1-18). Sherds of three pots,
however, were of different fabric and can be classified as Grooved Ware. A radiocarbon
determination on charcoal in association with this occupation refuse gave the result
2450 + 150 B.c. (NPL-191).

On the basis of the extent of the fossil soil, the surviving width of the bank is 14.9 m.
However, the bank material had been removed on both the inner and outer faces by two
lynchets and as a result the bank was reduced to a single layer of chalk lumps at one point.
Moreover, there are slight indications that originally the bank extended much nearer to the
ditch. Along the line of the section the inner edge of the bank was destroyed by a tree-hole
and bank material i situ does not recur to the south of this disturbance. However, there is a
definite though localized rise in the level of the natural chalk in this area which may have
been protected by a bank at one time. An extension of the bank to this point would add 3 m.
to its width, with the possibility that it was once much wider. A very pronounced lynchet
had eroded deeply into the natural chalk between the bank and the ditch and a similar
lynchet was identified in the later silts of the latter (fig. 4, layer 3). Clearly, a bank would
not survive under such conditions of heavy ploughing. The 1950—1 pipe-trench indicated an
original width for the bank of 27.4 m. with a berm 10.3 m. wide, and similar dimensions
may be presumed for the bank in the 1966 cutting, which is barely 24.3 m. to the west.
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Nevertheless, even a bank with a presumed width of 0.4 m. would entail a berm some
19.5 m. wide.

In 1966, the area cleared down to bed-rock ended at what was presumed to be the outer
edge of the bank. However, when in November 1967 the County Council bulldozed the
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16 DURRINGTON WALLS: EXCAVATIONS 1966-8

route of the new road to link up with the 1966 excavations, a line of post-holes was discovered
across the cutting, less than 1 m. to the north of the 1966 excavations (fig. 5). Unfortunately,
the post-holes were only discovered after some 1.2 m. of bed-rock had been removed.!
This means that their relationship to the bank is unknown — they could be earlier, contem-
porary, or even later in date. However, a small excavation will be sufficient to test this
point.

The “post-holes’ have been interpreted as such because of their alignment, but as their
maximum preserved depth was only 15 cm. it was not possible to obtain objective evidence
for their function such as post-‘pipes’. However, their interpretation as post-holes seems
reasonable and they would have held substantial timbers as their original depth was between
1.5 m.—1.8 m. if one allows for subsequent weathering. The width at the base of the six
post-holes (B1-B6) varies from 76 cm. to 1.06 m. and they are spaced at intervals which vary
from 1 m. to 1.5 m. Although the post-holes lie outside the observed extent of the bank in the
excavated area it would be unwise to assume that they conform with the outer edge of the
bank, as does the double line of much smaller post-holes recorded in the 1952 excavations,
since surface indications suggest that the bank may have extended beyond the post-hole
alignment where it is better preserved. Further speculation is valueless until the relationship
of the post-holes to the bank has been established.

The Bank in its South Sector (figs. 6-8 and pl. Va)

In the 1967 excavations large areas of the fossil soil beneath the enclosure bank were
exposed and excavated where the bank was to be destroyed by the new road (fig. 3). Late
Neolithic pottery was found scattered on this old land surface, together with a thin scatter
of flint flakes and implements. In five instances concentrations of flint artefacts were found
which presumably represent the sites of small chipping floors where implements were
prepared. A total of 3058 flints were recorded which represent 279 of those found in the
excavations.? Of these 35 were implements (1 9, of the total), which include seven transverse
arrowheads, scrapers, a fabricator, knives, a fragmentary axe and two adzes. In addition
one leaf-shaped arrowhead, patinated matt white, can be assigned to the earlier Middle
Neolithic occupation of the locality, although no pottery attributable to this phase was found
on the old land surface under the bank in 1967.

The main section across the bank and ditch revealed that the former was 32.3 m. wide
at this point and was separated from the ditch by a berm with a minimum width of 22.8 m.
(fig. 6). The bank was not visible on the ground before excavation began as it had been much
destroyed by ploughing. It was preserved to a maximum height of 45 cm. but had been
totally destroyed by the plough for a length of 7.9 m. in its centre. The bank was composed
of fresh chalk lumps with some air-spaces (layer 9) and the old land surface was present
wherever the bank had been preserved (layer 10).

1 Grateful thanks are due to Mr B. Colman, the County 2 Excluding those of Middle Neolithic type from under
Council representative on the site, who recognized the the bank in its north sector.
fugitive remains and informed the writer who excavated
and planned the features whilst work on the road was
temporarily suspended.
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DURRINGTON WALLS, SECTION THROUGH THE ENCLOSURE BANK AND DITCH

SOUTH

S ooty o5 LUl LI
SRRV X So8e 2 A
D O RN NS = = G900 O I l 0! 3 Q ~§ | %
REFORCRRED 2 e SN ) cé 2
T S R 2 © S, Q 9, =3
¥ R R e 10),. 08¢ 3
g REHRO ST ) S8 &5 :
o 020, QS ngvf
SEXE I RS2, T
N R S 5
ARG oS

NORTH.

\
{ . L

”.L HHIHH IIH mll H 'mmmm nmnnw mmuuuuuum T ‘
o e e e

(o} 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 2:4 26 28 30

[ N : } ; A , N ) \ ) . { Scale in Feet

F1c. 6

facing p. 16]




DESCRIPTION OF THE STRUCTURES 17

A second section was recorded through the bank along the west edge of the excavation
where it was overlaid by the south lynchet (fig. 3). This was the best preserved sector of
bank excavated in the two seasons (fig. 7) as it was preserved to a height of 76 cm. under the
aggraded material of the lynchet. When the section is corrected for obliquity the bank is
seen to be 30.4 m. wide but entirely cut through by the erosion scar of that same lynchet.
The width of the bank, however, is a minimum figure as its outer edge was disturbed by a
tree-hole and the inner edge may well have been truncated by a small lynchet which had
formed there. The ground on which the bank was built slopes slightly from south to north
at an angle of some 10° from the horizontal. The bank was composed of fresh chalk lumps —
some up to 30 cm. in diameter, with frequent air-spaces — and the material is clearly deep-
chalk from the enclosure ditch (fig. 7, layer g). The bank rested on top of a reddish-brown
crumbly soil — the land surface at the time when the bank was built (layer 10). On top of
this soil in the section was a single hearth around which were found a few sherds of coarse
pottery of Late Neolithic fabric. To the north of the hearth, under the scarp of the lynchet,
the chalk lumps of the bank rested on a low mound of greyish-brown soil some 15 cm.
high (layer 14) which in turn rested on the old land surface. This low mound presumably
represents the turf and topsoil which was removed from the top of the ditch when its excava-
tion was begun in Late Neolithic times.

The fossil soil sealed the tops of two small post-holes (layer nos. 15 and 16) which had
been dug to a depth of g0 cm. into the natural chalk and which pre-date the bank by
an unknown margin. No other post-holes were recorded under the bank in the area
excavated. However, in June 1968 upon the conclusion of the road improvement scheme,
a rubbish trench 19.2 m. long and 45 cm. wide was dug through the outer part of the bank
and through the area of the 1952 excavations. The latter could be seen in the sides of this
cutting which added little information to that obtained in 1952 or 1967, apart from the
recording of two post-holes set in a short length of gully under the centre of the bank. These
post-holes, not more than go cm. deep and 30 cm. in diameter, were dug through the old
land surface but were clearly earlier than the bank which passed uninterruptedly over
them.

In November 1967 a pipe-trench was dug from the new road east to the River Avon and
sectioned the enclosure bank just south of the east entrance (fig. 3). The section of the bank
in this trench was drawn by the writer and is reproduced in fig. 8.1 The ground slopes
gently from west to east at this point towards the River Avon and the bank was not visible on
the surface. In section it proved to be 25.9 m. wide with a maximum height of 45 cm. As
usual it was composed of chalk blocks and rested upon a well preserved fossil soil. A large
quantity of Late Neolithic pottery, flints and fragmented bone was obtained from the top
of the old land surface and was clearly part of a much larger spread of human refuse in
this area.

A total of 115 sherds were recovered from the old ground surface beneath the bank in
its southern sector and a further 152 sherds were recovered from the old land surface revealed
by the pipe-trench. These consist entirely of Grooved Ware.

!Dr J. G. Evans of the Institute of Archaeology, University of London, obtained samples of the fossil soil which was
preserved beneath the bank in this cutting and in the section portrayed in fig. 7, with a view to obtaining evidence con-
cerning the environment of the time.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE STRUCTURES 19

THE DITCH
(figs. 3, 4, 6 and pls. IV, Vb)

The enclosure ditch pursues an irregular course as compared with that of the bank. The
diameters of the enclosed area are 874 m. from south-west to north-east and 396 m. from
south-east to north-west. The greater part of the course of the ditch was established by the
use of aerial photographs, geophysical means and probing, save where it was determined by
excavation. South of the west entrance the ditch is overlaid in part by the foot of the west
lynchet and swings south and east in a shallow curve, conforming for the most part to the
line of the bank although it diverges from the latter at the entrance. The ditch then adopts
a nearly straight alignment towards the valley bottom and the east entrance and is covered
by the south lynchet as far as the old road. This alignment resulted in the creation of a wide
berm between the ditch and the bank — the latter maintaining its more regular route
around the southern edge of the valley. East of the old road, the ditch swings in and then
outwards again before straightening out at the terminal, thus describing a semi-circular
diversion. This anomaly can be clearly seen on an aerial photograph of the site in the
Crawford collection but unfortunately could not be tested by geophysical means owing to the
disturbance caused by the embankment of the new road and the traffic on it. The anomaly
may be the result of bad planning by the diggers of the ditch but could also have been
deliberately intended to avoid a pre-existing structure.

The east entrance is 22.8 m. wide and from its northern terminal the ditch is aligned
north and then west to the old road in a shallow curve. This is its best preserved sector where
it can be seen as a shallow hollow when the site is under plough or stubble. West of the old
road the ditch swings out and then inwards again in a localized anomaly, observed on an
aerial photograph in the Crawford collection, similar to that noted west of the east entrance.
In this case the curve of the ditch is matched by an even more pronounced curve of the bank.
West of this point the ditch is not visible at all on the surface but a geophysical survey shows
that it follows a rather irregular curve west and then south at the foot of the north lynchet
(pl. IIa). At the west entrance, which is 30.4 m. wide, the ditch curves outwards and the
terminals appear to be offset. This entrance is visible on an air photograph published by
O. G. S. Crawford.?

The Ditch in its North Sector (fig. 4 and pl. IVb)

As excavated the ditch is 12.8 m. wide,? with a flat bottom 5.7 m. wide and 5.4 m. deep
from the modern surface (fig. 4; pl. IVb). All the silted material in layers 5-8 must have
been derived from the sides of the ditch — probably by frost weathering, as the great width
of the berm precludes any rubble having been incorporated from the bank. The clean chalk
rubble (layer 7) is only g1 cm. thick in the centre of the ditch and most of it seems to have
come from the upper part of the inner face where the chalk is particularly rotten. Practical
experiment has shown that the bottom of a smaller ditch of comparable profile can be

1 Crawford, 1929, pl. mL. area available for excavation. In the published section
% The section as dug was not radial owing to the restricted ~ drawing the resultant asymmetry has been corrected.

3



20 DURRINGTON WALLS: EXCAVATIONS 1966-8

covered and silt accumulate to a height of 1.2 m. near the sides in the space of four years.!
From the bottom of the ditch the deposits were as follows:

Layer 8 : A fine, rather clayey grey silt deposited in the inner and outer angles of the ditch
bottom. This is the rapid silt which formed immediately after the digging of the ditch.

Layer 7: Large angular blocks of chalk rubble with no earth and a cellular structure.
This rubble is derived from the upper sides of the ditch.

Layer 6 : Smaller chalk rubble — clean and with air-spaces near the bottom of the ditch
(layer 6B) but interspersed with rainwashed chalk and earth nearer to the sides (layer 6).

Layer 5: A brown, rather clayey soil containing rounded lumps of flint and chalk. This
is clearly a slower silt with a weathered surface on which two hearths were found.

Layer 4: The slow silts which formed in the sheltered hollow between the upper sides of
the ditch. The deposit is a fine, grey-brown silt with a very few small rounded chalk lumps.
Like layer 5 this deposit also has a weathered surface where the material found its angle of
rest.

Layer 3: An old ploughsoil, cut through by a lynchet on which a soil formed. The material
within the field formed by this lynchet is also ploughsoil with more chalk near the base
(layer 3B).

Layer 2 : The modern ploughsoil.

Layer 1: The topsoil.

Five hearths were found in the ditch silts. Of these, hearths nos. 1 and 2 were on the
weathered horizon between layers 4 and 5, nos. 3 and 4 were found in the body of layer
5 and no. 5 was an extensive area of burning which occurred in the lower part of 5 in the
bottom of the ditch. If, as the practical experiment at Overton Down suggests, the large
and small chalk rubble in the bottom of the ditch (layers 6-8) accumulated within a decade,
then material from these deposits should be regarded as contemporary with the early
usage of the enclosure.?

No pottery was obtained from the rapid silts (layer 8) but three antler picks were found
lying on the rock bottom of the ditch where they had been dropped in Late Neolithic times.
However, at the base of the chalk rubble, 45 cm. above the bottom of the ditch, were found
four undecorated sherds of thin, black sandy fabric with an orange exterior. These sherds are
very weathered and it is possible that they were lying on the ground surface prior to their
incorporation in the rubble as a result of the collapse of the upper sides of the ditch.

Hearth 5 occurred in the lower part of layer 5 and produced numerous pot-boilers,
burnt bones and sherds of pottery. The latter comprised parts of two Beakers, one decorated
with finger-nail rustication (P598), the other with a deeply scored incised zone decoration
(P6or1).

Charcoal from the hearth produced a radiocarbon determination of 1610 + 120 B.C.
(BM—285). Clearly the passage of time represented by the accumulation of layers 6 and 7
is of critical importance in evaluating the relationship of this radiocarbon determination
and the pottery to the construction of the enclosure. Dr Isobel Smith has suggested that
similar chalk rubble in the bottoms of the ditches at Windmill Hill accumulated in less than

1 Jewell and Dimbleby, 1966, 340-1. basal silts as a result of the collapse of the upper edges. Such
2'With the usual reservations concerning pre-ditch material should be distinguishable on the grounds of
material that can theoretically become incorporated in the differential weathering.
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a decade.! On this basis the author suggested in a preliminary report? that hearth 5 was
likely to be attributable to the early usage of the enclosure. However, as a result of the 1967
excavations a radiocarbon determination was obtained from the very bottom of the ditch
near the south-east entrance of 1977 + go B.c. (BM—398). It is clear that this date is to be
attributed to the building of the enclosure and that BM—285 represents a later stage in its
silting. The amount of silt which accumulated in the centre of the ditch bottom is less than
that in the Windmill Hill ditches. This is partially due to the much larger size of the
Durrington Walls enclosure ditch, in particular its great width. The Ci4 date for hearth 5
is entirely consistent with the late Beaker sherds associated with it.

Rim-sherds of Ebbsfleet type occurred at the base and near the top of layer 5 which was
capped by a weathered surface, suggesting that the ditch silts had reached an angle of rest by
that phase. Hearth g occurred above one such sherd; from this hearth charcoal has given
a radiocarbon determination of 1680 4 110 B.c. (BM—286). This determination lies well
within the range of error for BM—285.

The slow silts (layer 4) above this weathered horizon produced Hallstatt material and
layer 3 bead-rimmed pottery of La Téne type. A virtually stoneless deposit above this
ploughsoil produced a single sherd of Romano—British pottery.

The Ditch in its South Sector (fig. 6 and pl. V)

In the 1967 excavations a sector of ditch 4.1 m. long was excavated from the south
terminal of the east entrance. Initially, a trench g m. wide was excavated to the floor of the
ditch (fig. 6) and as the upper silts (layer nos. 2, 4, 12 and 13) were virtually sterile they
were removed by machine over the remainder of the sector in order to get down to the
earlier silts. The great quantity of pottery, stone tools, bone and antler of the Late Neolithic
period obtained from the latter justified this course of action. An obvious disadvantage is
that no objects were recorded from the upper silts® but this seemed a small price to pay in
view of the fact that the sector of ditch examined was to be buried under the road embank-
ment. Therefore, after the completion of the initial 3 m. wide cutting which was dug by
hand, the machine was employed down to the top of layer 5 and layers 5 to 8 were removed
manually.

As excavated the ditch was 17.6 m. wide and 5.7 m. deep from the modern surface, with
a flat base 6.7 m. wide (fig. 6). The silting profile is much the same as that described from
the north sector with the exception that an erosion gully had formed in the thick layer of
ploughsoil and hillwash (layer 2) overlying the ditch silts proper. This gully ran from
west to east along the length of the ditch and was filled with alternate layers of fine grey
to brown silt and gravel lenses (layers 12 and 13). Material of this type can only have
been deposited by water and the silted ditch must have served as a temporary stream bed
in Iron Age or Romano—British times.

The chalk floor of the ditch was rather uneven but its depth remained constant up to the
terminal. The latter was slightly squared with a nearly vertical face. Late Neolithic pottery
was scattered throughout the earlier silts (layers 5-8) but human debris became much
more common as the ditch terminal was approached until it occurred in thick ashy lenses

1 Smith, 1965, 11. 2 Wainwright, 1967, 174. 3 These produced Hallstatt and La Téne material in 1966.
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against the rock face of the ditch. The distribution of the pottery, flints and animal bones in
the ditch conforms with the concept of material being thrown into the latter by people
leaving or entering the enclosure via the causeway. In particular, the transition zone between
layers 6B and 7 was rich in pottery, unpatinated flint implements of high quality, well
preserved animal bones and fragments of antler.

Antler picks were found sporadically on the floor of the ditch, but at a point near the
midline of the latter and 18.2 m. from the terminal a group of some 57 antler picks were
found (pl. Vb). This pile of picks rested directly on the rock floor of the ditch and had
presumably been used to excavate the latter into the natural chalk whereupon they had been
discarded in a heap when the work was completed. The tines of the picks were worn and a
number were broken, although this may have been caused by the weight of the overlying
chalk rubble and earth. It is not necessary to invoke ceremonial contexts for this deposit.
It would have been a very human reaction to throw one’s implements into a heap in the
relief of having completed such a major undertaking as the enclosure ditch at Durrington
Walls. No scapula shovels were recorded, nor were any pits or post-holes found in that
part of the entrance causeway which was excavated.

The flint artifacts found in the primary silts comprise 7 %, of the total number found during
the excavations and of these 189, were implements. This is a very high proportion when .
compared with an implement percentage of 3%, from the site as a whole. The implements
include a transverse arrowhead, scrapers, a fragmentary flaked axe and a chopper. Radio-
carbon determinations of 1977 + goB.c. (BM-398), 2015 4 goB.c. (BM-399) and
2050 + 9o B.c. (BM~400) were obtained from charcoal, bone and antler respectively in
layer 7 at the base of the ditch (Appendix X). These determinations immediately post-date
the construction of the latter.

The pottery from this ditch terminal comprises 842 sherds, the main concentration of
which lies in layers 5-8 though stray sherds of Grooved Ware occur as high as layer 3.
The only Beaker sherd stratified in the ditch, belonging to a vessel of the Southern British
tradition, came from layer 4-5, and this is matched by a second sherd from an unstratified
context.

THE BERM
(figs. 3, 4, 6)

Whereas the bank follows the level ground around the edge of the combe, save where it
swings in from the north and south towards the east entrance, the ditch was not governed
by these considerations. As a result, divergencies occur between the alignments of the bank
and ditch of which the most marked occurs in the south-east sector, where the ditch develops
a nearly straight alignment towards the east entrance. The maximum divergence of ditch
from bank of 42.6 m. occurs in this sector and although the berm is not constant it is never
less than 6 m. wide. An average of a number of measurements of the berm gives a width of
20.7 m. No structures were found on it in the course of the excavations and it seems likely
that it resulted from the necessity of building the bank on level ground, whereas such consider-
ations were not so important for the ditch.
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THE SOUTHERN CIRCLE
(figs. 3, 9-14 and pls. IVa, VI-XI)

The post-holes of a complex circular structure, which has been called the Southern
Circle, were located 27.4 m. north-west of the east entrance into the main enclosure (figs. 3,9).
This structure was sited on a comparatively flat piece of ground in the bottom of the combe
at the foot of the northern slope into the valley. As a result of its position the post-holes and
their associated structures were excellently preserved by a deposit of ploughsoil 0.91 m.—
1.5 m. thick, which had silted down the northern slope into the bottom of the valley as a
result of centuries of ploughing and normal erosion processes (fig. 10). Conversely, the very
process which had caused such erosion of the structures around the brim of the valley had
resulted in the preservation of those in the valley bottom and one can expect the other
structures which undoubtedly occur on the valley floor to have maintained an equally high
standard of preservation.

The ploughsoil proved to be sterile of human artifacts and was removed by machinery to
the main dump south of the Neolithic enclosure after which the excavation continued by
hand digging. Fortunately, the weather was dry; if it had been otherwise these techniques
could not have been employed, as was amply demonstrated in the closing stages of the
excavation. Some two-thirds of the structure lay within the area to be covered by the new
road and the features within this area were totally excavated. Fortunately, they included an
entrance to the structure and a platform outside this entrance which produced the bulk of
the numerous artifacts. The excavation of that segment of the circle to the west of this area
was considered at the time but was rejected for two reasons. First, it seemed desirable to
preserve a portion of this most important structure for future generations who may wish to
re-examine the results of the 1967 excavations.! Secondly, the segment did lie outside the
area to be destroyed by the new road and its excavation was not governed by necessity.

It was clear from the beginning of the excavation that one was dealing with a structure
akin to Woodhenge and also that, unlike this structure, the Southern Circle included several
phases of reconstruction. This much was clear from the intersection of certain post-holes
and from a steep-sided palisade trench which cut straight across the southern part of the
structure on a west—east alignment (fig. 9).2 It became apparent as the excavation progressed
that the earliest structure on the site comprised four nearly concentric circles of slender
posts, and was fronted on the south-east side by a facade of closely set timber uprights,
the centre circle of which was enclosed by a four-post structure, which had been renewed on
several occasions. When this structure had fallen into decay (there was no indication that
the Phase 1 posts had been deliberately removed), it was replaced by a much larger structure
of six nearly concentric rings of more massive posts, the pits and ramps for which frequently
intersected with the smaller post-holes of Phase 1 or destroyed them altogether. On these
grounds of size and post-hole intersections it was possible to isolate two main phases.

Phase 2 could be further subdivided as it was clear that the outer ring (2A) was constructed
later than Circle 2B. However, this is a technicality and probably means no more than that

1 Cf. Atkinson, 1956, 203. Messrs P. Donaldson and P. Drewett who undertook the
2 The writer wishes to express his particular gratitude to immediate supervision of this complex excavation.
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the circles were constructed from the inside out. In Phase 2 the majority of the post-holes
were approached by ramps, which when excavated presented a bewildering pattern to the
visitor but had some coherence when planned. The single entrance in the south-east sector
was demarcated by two large post-holes outside which was a platform of chalk blocks and
flint gravel. On this platform was an extensive area of burning around which was scattered a
great quantity of pottery, flints, animal bones and antler. Finally, the southern segment of
the structure was crossed by a palisade trench when it had fallen into disrepair. The debris
found in this feature dates it to the Late Pre-Roman Iron Age and itis discussed in detail in
the chapter appertaining to structures of that date.

One cannot over-estimate the importance of the good preservation of the post-holes and
their associated structures. This was such that no plough had ever created any disturbance
and as a result the artifacts lying on the surface of the exposed platform outside the entrance
were still in position, and the blocks of chalk which had been used to pack some of the posts
still projected above the surrounding level of the sub-soil. This suggests that the turf within
the structure had not been stripped off, although no trace of this horizon was found save
where it had been occasionally preserved by extensive chalk packing. Moreover, the nature
of the preservation of the pits dug to receive the posts, of the decayed ‘pipes’ or ‘cores’ of
the latter and the material used to pack the timber uprights, made it possible to record not
only the original dimensions of the post-holes but also the sizes of the timbers they had
contained and to attempt a reconstruction of the process of decay which produced the
sections reproduced in figs. 118-35. These sections have been published in Appendix VIII
with uniform numbering of the layers, as they were too numerous to include in this descriptive
section.

The Phase 1 post-holes were not ramped save in the case of the rectilinear setting around
Circle 1D (fig. 11) and are so narrow in relation to their diameter that they must have been
dug with the jump-bar’ technique such as may have been used at Circle No. 1 in the Priddy
Group.! The majority of the Phase 2 post-holes in Circles 2B—2F were approached by ramps,
the details of which are discussed below. It is clear that once the posts were in position and had
been packed with chalk blocks and rammed powdered chalk, they decayed in that position
and were not extracted.? As the post decayed the space it occupied became filled with a
brown friable soil with small weathered chalk lumps which were easily visible in section
(layer 4). Although the surrounding packing remained relatively undisturbed its upper part
weathered into the cavity left by the decay of the post so that a weathering cone was produced
not unlike those which form in the upper sides of ditches. The contents of this weathering
cone consisted of the derived packing material at the base (layer 3A) which frequently
merged into a thin weathered horizon representing the angle of rest after the ‘cone’ had
formed. This means that after the posts had decayed their position would have been indicated
for a while by shallow hollows. These hollows, however, would soon have filled with a
fine silt, partly fluviatile and partly aeolian (layer g), as a result of natural weathering
processes.

The structure was remarkable for the great quantity of pottery sherds, flint artifacts,
animal bones and antler picks which it produced. The majority of this debris came from the

1 Tratman, 1967, 104. 2 An alternative explanation is that they were cut off at
ground level but this is impossible to prove either way.
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surface of the platform outside the entrance, principally from around the area of burning,
and a little of this material had slipped into the weathering cones of the adjacent post-holes,
principally the entrance post-holes nos. 22 and 23. The bulk of the remaining refuse was
obtained from the post-holes — invariably from layer 3A or the base of layer 3. The antler
picks, however, which were numbered in hundreds, had initially been used to dig the
post-holes and had then been incorporated in the packing material. A small number of
artifacts were obtained from the surface of the chalk within the structure and even fewer
from the old land surface beneath the platform. Finally, a small amount of material came
from the Iron Age palisade trench, where it was in a derived position, having presumably
come from the post-holes cut by this feature.

The stratigraphical position of the pottery and flints in layer 3A at the base of the weather-
ing cones means that technically they post-date the timber structure. However, this
seems inherently unlikely and a much more probable explanation is that the sherds, flints and
animal bones were placed around the timber uprights, possibly as offerings. When the posts
decayed and the weathering cones formed, the material would fall into the latter and
become incorporated in its basal deposits. A similar practice was deduced from the evidence
at the Sanctuary on Overton Hill' where concentrations of sherds were found in the post-
holes. Evidence for the ceremonial breaking of pots near the uprights of stone circles is not
hard to find, as at Lough Gur in Grange Townland? and Carneddau Hengwm in Merion-
ethshire? — both of embanked circle type. No pottery or flint implements were obtained
from the packing materials of the post-holes and ramps, or from the ‘pipes’. This interpreta-
tion is possible only because of the absence of erosion which would have destroyed the upper
parts of the post-holes and dispersed the sherds, flints and bones. In particular, the platform
would have disappeared at a very early stage in such a process and our knowledge of the
structure would have been much poorer.

The identification of the post-‘pipes’ in almost every instance made it possible to produce
an accurate plan of Phase 2 by plotting the positions of the decayed timbers (fig. 14). Clearly,
a plan of the actual timber positions is preferable to a plan of the post-holes alone and the
conditions on the site enabled this to be done. It was not possible or necessary to achieve
this in the case of Phase 1 where the post-hole diameters were very small and the timbers
had been set centrally in them. The laborious task of calculating the centres of the circles
of both Phase 1 and Phase 2 and of applying appropriate statistical tests to establish the
significance, if any, of their eccentricity, was undertaken by Professor R. J. C. Atkinson
whose detailed report is appended. The second problem does not appear to have been treated
specifically by statisticians and for this reason the calculations have been described in detail
(Appendix VI). Professor Atkinson concludes that it is not possible to assert whether groups
of rings belonging to Phase 1 and Phase 2 were set out from a common centre or not. A
positive conclusion is that Circles 2C, 2E and 2F could well have been struck from a common
centre but there is no supporting evidence for these rings constituting a separate structure of
different date from the remainder. Similarly, there is no acceptable evidence that Circles 2A,
2B and 2D constitute a separate concentric group. Finally, there is no evidence for the use
of the megalithic yard of 2.72 ft. in the layout of the timber circles.*

1 Cunnington, 1931, 315. 3 Crawford, 1920.
2 O'Riordain, 1951, 73—4. * Thom, 1967, 73-7.
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Phase 1 (figs. 9, 11, 13 and pls. VIIa, VIlla, 1Xa)

Phase 1 of the Southern Circle consists of four nearly concentric rings of timber uprights
with radii of 15.02 m., 11.62 m., 7.37 m. and 1.12 m. The innermost ring (1D) is surrounded
by a rectilinear setting of four posts which are distributed around the circumference of a
circle with a radius of 3.85 m. These post-holes are the only ones in this phase which are
approached by ramps and they were renewed on several occasions. To the south-east the
structure was fronted by a facade with a recorded length of 37.1 m., which restricted access
to the circle from the direction of the River Avon and the east entrance to the main enclosure.

As one would expect, the structures of this phase have only partially survived, the
remainder having been destroyed by the Phase 2 post-holes or by the Iron Age palisade
trench. Parts of the circuits of Circles 1A—1C were unexcavated but the whole of Circle 1D
and the rectilinear setting lay within the area which was to be covered by the new road.
Moreover, the presumed south-west sector of the fagade was destroyed by stream erosion
of the chalk bed-rock in the area between the Southern Circle and the enclosure ditch.
However, the evidence from the well-preserved north-east half of the fagade is that the posts
may have decreased in size from the centre outwards. If this is not due to differential erosion,
and there is no cause to suspect it in this case, then one can visualize the fagade tapering in
height from the centre to its extremities in much the same way as do the fagades of certain
Cotswold-Severn chambered tombs.! A gap in the fagade where it approaches Circle 1A
could be original as it is fronted by a single post-hole (139) set slightly north-east of centre
and there are corresponding gaps in Circles 1A and 1B which suggest the presence of an
entrance into the structure (fig. 11).

The post-holes are small in diameter in relation to their depth — the average diameter
for all post-holes is 57 cm. and the average depth 1.14 m. This peculiarity is even more
marked when one examines the averages for the individual circles which are given below:

TABLE 1
Details of the Southern Circle; Phase 1*

No. of posts Average Average
Mean Average Average Average post ramp
Circle radius Excavated | Presumed spacing | PH diam. | PH depth diam. length
IA 15.02 5 ? — 0.54 1.14 0.19 —
1B 11.62 20 %44 1.6 0.53 1.37 0.21 —
1C 7.37 11 ? — 0.54 1.44 0.18 —
1D 1.12 6 6 1.15 0.60 0.42 0.18 —
Rectilinear setting 3.85 8 8 — o.60 1.40 0.21 1.7

* Measurements are given in metres.

With the exception of the post-holes of the rectilinear setting there are no ramps and the
pits must have been dug by means of the jump-bar’ technique, which consists of driving a
stout pointed stake vertically into the subsoil. The posts, which were between 15 cm. and
21 cm. in diameter, were inserted centrally into the holes and packed around with rammed

1 Cf. Piggott, 1962, 17.
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soft chalk (layers 7A and 8A) into which was thrown the occasional antler pick. There is
no indication that the timbers were ever withdrawn but on the other hand there is only
occasional evidence for the formation of weathering cones in the upper parts of the post-holes.
This may be due, however, to the comparatively narrow diameter of the posts and destruction
of some of the evidence by Phase 2 post-holes. However, the ramps of the rectilinear setting
point inwards, which may suggest thatthis setting was erected before Circle 1D or after the latter
had decayed, otherwise the posts of this innermost circle would have obstructed the work.

Circle 1D is clearly not concentric with any of the others, it is not related stratigraphically
to them and on average its post-holes are much more shallow. Its attribution to Phase 1 is
therefore tentative and dependent on the following factors. First, the post-holes are not
ramped and are therefore more akin to Circles 1A-1C and secondly, post-hole 198 and
the ‘pipe’ of 197 were sealed with a layer of red ash. Although the latter cannot be assigned
with certainty to Phase 2 the probability is that this is so and that Circle 1D is therefore a
component of Phase 1. However, there is a possibility that Circle 1D represents an indepen-
dent structure which pre-dates both Phase 1 and Phase 2, but there is no positive evidence
to support such an interpretation. As a component of Phase 1 it did not form part of the roof-
supporting timbers but existed as a free-standing circle within the precincts of the building.
No burials or pits were found within the central area. Unfortunately, no charcoals from this
phase were sufficiently well-preserved to permit any identifications of the timbers employed.

The Fagade (figs. 9, 11 and pl. IXa). The fagade is a more or less straight alignment of
closely set post-holes, sited tangentially to Circle 1A in its south-east sector and thus restricting
access to the Phase 1 structure from that direction. The north-east part of the fagade is well
preserved for a distance of 16.1 m. from its terminal (post-holes 123-38) but there is a break
where it nears Circle 1A and it can only be recognized again at the equivalent point south-
west of the circle at post-hole 142. South-west from this point the alignment is poorly
preserved and is represented by only two post-holes (143 and 144) which give a total known
length for the fagade of 37.18 m. This destruction is due mainly to stream erosion of the chalk
bed-rock in the area between the Southern Circle and the enclosure ditch. The gap which
occurs where the facade nears Circle 1A is 11.2 m. wide and could be original as it is fronted
by a single post-hole (139) set slightly north-east of centre. There is some disturbance in this
area by Phase 2 post-holes and the Iron Age palisade trench but it seems possible that
post-hole 138 represents an original terminal to the fagade at its centre. It follows that there
was a gap in the fagade at this point to allow access to the circles and this suggestion is
supported by corresponding gaps in Circles 1A and 1B.

The evidence from the well-preserved north-east half of the fagade is that the posts
decreased in size from the centre outwards, as the post standing in 138 was 30 cm. in diameter
and that in 129 was 21 cm. in diameter. Similarly, the dimensions of the post-holes range
from 67 cm. in diameter and 67 cm. deep for 138 to 21 cm. in diameter and 15 cm. deep for
123. The relationship of the fagade to Phase 2 is shown in that post-holes 131, 132 and 133
are sealed by the gravel platform of that phase and that 138 is covered by the Phase 2
chalk-block platform and cut by post-hole 45 of that phase. Furthermore, post-hole 139
is cut by post-hole 23 and partially sealed by chalk packing of Phase 2, whilst 142 is cut by
the ramp of post-hole 48.
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Circle 14 (figs. 9, 11). This ring is represented by only five post-holes (140, 150, 151,
153, 154) of which three lie on the perimeter of a circle with a radius of 15.02 m. The spacing
of the post-holes is highly irregular and ranges from 2.5 m. between 150 and 151 to 17 m.
between 151 and 153. Having regard to this irregularity it may be only tentatively suggested
that 140 and 154 mark the location of a defined gap opposite an entrance through the fagade.
The average diameter of the post-holes is 54 cm. with a maximum diameter of 76 cm. (154)
and a minimum of 38 cm. (153) and there is no consistency in this respect. Similarly, there
is considerable variation in post-hole depth — with an average of 1.14 m. the maximum
depth is 1.44 m. (140) and the minimum 88 cm. (150) and only two of the five post-holes are
within 15 cm. of average. Of the four measurable ‘pipes’, 140, 151 and 154 are 18 cm.,
15 cm. and 18 cm. respectively in diameter and 153 has a diameter of 24 cm. Post-holes 140,
150 and 153 are cut by features of Phase 2 and 154 is cut by the Iron Age palisade trench.

Circle 1B (figs. 9, 11). This ring is represented by 20 excavated post-holes (nos. 156-75) of
which 529, lie on the perimeter of a circle with a radius of 11.62 m. The two major diver-
gencies from this circle are between 163-5 and 167-8. These sectors are in two nearly straight
alignments, which may indicate that different parts of the circle were erected by separate
gangs and that in these two instances a circular plan was not adhered to. Where the circle is
well preserved the average space between the posts is 1.6 m. with a maximum of 1.9 m.
(163—4; 165-6) and a minimum of 1.2 m. (167-8). The agreement is quite good as 56 %, of
the spacings are between 1.2 m. and 1.5 m. and a rough estimate on this basis suggests that
the original circle possessed 44 posts. In the wider spaces such as between post-holes 1589
and 1689, intervening holes may have been destroyed in the Phase 2 reconstruction, but the
gap between 173—4 is 5.7 m. and as there are no intrusive Phase 2 post-holes this gap may be
original and represent the continuation of an entrance-way into the structure. There is a gap
of 7.3 m. between 175 and the limit of the excavation to the west. However, the presumed
perimeter of the circle has been destroyed by the structures of Phase 2 and by the Iron Age
palisade trench.

The average diameter of the post-holes is 53 cm. with a maximum diameter of 60 cm.
(160, 163, 166, 170—2, 175) and a minimum of 45 cm. (156-8, 161, 162, 165, 167-8). The
consistency is therefore very good as all the diameters are within 7 cm. of the average. The
average depth of the post-holes is 1.4 m. with a maximum of 1.9 m. (157) and a minimum
of 91 cm. (156, 159 and 160) with 509, of the holes within 15 cm. of average. It was possible
to measure six post-‘pipes’ which had an average diameter of 21 cm. The diameter of the
largest was 27 cm. (175) and of the smallest 18 cm. (167, 171). Post-holes 156-66 and 168-75
were all cut by features of Phase 2.

Circle 1C (figs. 9, 11, 18). This ring is represented by 11 post-holes (176-86) of which
649 lie along the perimeter of a circle with a radius of 7.37 m. The divergence amongst the
five post-holes not on this alignment is not great save for 176 which was set 76 cm. inside
the perimeter. The spacing of the post-holes is most irregular and seems likely to have been
so originally, as not all the gaps in the circuit can be explained by the Phase 2 reconstruction.
The average diameter of the post-holes is 54 cm. with a maximum diameter of 68 cm. (177)
and a minimum of 45 cm. (178, 180. 182); all the diameters are within 13 cm. of average.
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The average depth of the post-holes is 1.4 m. with a maximum depth of 1.8 m. (184) and a
minimum of 1 m. (176), which reveals a considerable range between the maximum and
minimum depths. Of the four post-‘pipes’ which could be measured, 176, 183 and 184 are
21 cm., 21 cm. and 18 cm. in diameter respectively and conform closely to the average of
18 cm. The post-diameter for 178, however, is 12 cm. which is considerably less than average.
All the post-holes of this ring with the exception of 178, were cut by features of Phase 2.

Circle 1D (figs. 9, 11, 13 and pl. VIIa). This ring lay entirely within the excavated area
and is the only circle not related stratigraphically to Phase 2. It is represented by six post-
holes (196—201) all of which lie along the perimeter of a circle with a radius of 1.12 m. The
average spacing between the post-holes is 1.1 m. with a maximum spacing of 1.5 m. and a
minimum of g1 cm., so that there is surprising irregularity in this respect for a circle with
such a small radius. The diameters of the post-holes average 6o cm. with a maximum
diameter of 82 cm. (201) and a minimum of 45 cm. (196, 199). The average depth of the
post-holes is 42 cm. with a maximum depth of 60 cm. (197) and a minimum of 24 cm. (196).
All the post-‘pipes’ could be measured and average 18 cm. in diameter with a maximum
diameter of 22 cm. (200, 201) and a minimum of 15 cm. (196, 199).

The ring is not cut by any post-holes or ramps of Phase 2 and its age relative to that
structure cannot be established on these grounds. However, like those of Circles 1A-1C
the posts are not ramped. Moreover, the top of the ‘pipe’ of 197 is sealed by a thin layer of
red ash and the top of post-hole 198 is sealed by a thicker layer of red ash which extended to
the north of the pit. It seems likely that this burning can be attributed to the reconstruction
associated with Phase 2 and Circle 1D is therefore assigned to Phase 1 with the proviso that
it may have constituted a separate structure in its own right. As the reconstruction of this
ring is that of a free-standing timber circle within the precincts of a roofed building it is
difficult to establish its relative age in the absence of stratigraphical evidence. But in view of
the demonstration of a similar free-standing non-structural circle within the Phase 2 building
the writer is inclined to associate Circle 1D with Phase 1, whilst bearing in mind the reser-
vations outlined above. The ring did not enclose any burial or ritualistic feature.

The Rectilinear Setting (figs. 9, 11, 13 and pl. VIIla). This is not a true ring but a rectilinear
setting of four post-holes and their replacements (187-92, 194-5) which are based on a circle
with a radius of §.85 m. Four post-holes are approached by ramps (187-8, 191, 195) which
are aligned inwards, and are the only post-holes of Phase 1 to possess such features. That these
ramped post-holes are earlier than their replacements is shown by the fact that 195 is cut
by its replacement (194) and that the only post-hole which remained unreplaced throughout
these alterations (187) is approached by a ramp. The importance of these posts is emphasized
by the fact that they were renewed on several occasions — 188 twice (189, 190), 191 once
(192) and 195 once (194). Post-hole 187 was not renewed and it is of interest to note that this
post had the greatest diameter of the four and was therefore least likely to require renewal.

The average diameter of the post-holes was 60 cm. with a maximum diameter of 1 m.
(187) and a minimum of g9 cm. (188). The average depth of the post-holes was 1.3 m. with
a maximum of 1.7 m. (195) and a minimum of 1.2 m. (187, 189, and 192). The average
diameter of the posts was 21 cm. with a maximum diameter of 38 cm. (187) and a minimum
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of 15 cm. (188-90, 195). The ramps are aligned inwards and have an average length of
1.7 m. with a maximum length of 2.1 m. (188) and a minimum length of 1.5 m. (191).
Post-holes 188, 191, 194 and 195 are cut by features of Phase 2.

The flint artifacts recorded from features of Phase 1 numbered 50 or 1 9% of the total found
in the excavations. The implements include two scrapers and two piercers. In addition, nine
antler picks were found (from post-holes 134, 141, 152, 187, 188 and 194) but no bone
implements and only a few splinters of animal bone. Only 46 sherds came from post-holes
of Phase 1 and the majority of these were recorded from two post-holes, 139 in the outer
circle and 188 near the centre of the structure. All were of Grooved Ware with the exception
of three sherds of Beaker (P591—2) which were recorded from post-hole 139. However,
post-hole 139 is cut by post-hole 23 of Phase 2 so that about one-third of it has been removed.
It is possible that the Beaker sherds recorded as having come from 139 could have arrived in
that position (i.e. overlying the post-‘pipe’), during the Phase 2 occupation. They were
certainly not sealed in a position in which contamination by Phase 2 activities was not
possible.?

Phase 2 (figs. 9, 10, 12-14 and pls. VI-XI)

In its second phase the Southern Circle comprises six nearly concentric circles of more
massive timber uprights with radii of 19.46 m., 17.86 m., 14.67 m., 11.46 m., 7.60 m. and
5.37 m. Certain of these rings correspond in plan with those of Phase 1; in particular Circles
2D and 2E correspond with Circles 1B and 1C respectively. It is clear from the sections of
the Phase 1 post-holes that these timbers had decayed iz situ and had not been extracted
before the Phase 2 reconstruction but nevertheless the plan of the original structure must still
have been visible — either as slight hollows in the turf or as rotted stumps. It was not until
the structure had reached this stage of dissolution that it was decided to rebuild it as a much
larger and elaborate edifice to a pre-determined plan.?

TABLE II
Details of the Southern Circle; Phase 2*

No. of posts Average Average

Mean Average Average Average post ramp

Circle radius Excavated | Presumed spacing PH diam. PH depth diam. length
2A 19.46 30 50 2.3 0.76 0.42 0.30 —
2B 17.86 22 36 3.0 I.1 1.6 0.51 1.7
2C 14.67 20 34 2.8 I.1 1.7 0.48 1.4
2D 11.46 16 24 2.9 1.4 2.1 0.57 2.0
2E 7.60 9 12 3.8 1.8 2.3 0.64 3.0
2F 5.37 8 10 3.1 0.85 1.5 0.24 1.9

* Measurements are given in metres.

1 While this account was in the press, a radiocarbon radiocarbon age lies at the beginning of the second millen-
determination of 1810 4 170 B.c. (NPL-239) was obtained nium in view of the determinations obtained for Phase 2.
on antler picks from post-holes 133, 134, 141, 193 and 104. 2 This much can be deduced from the general similarities
The application of one standard deviation gives a potential ~with Woodhenge.
range of 1980-1640 B.C. with the probability that the true
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The posts of the six-ring structure were much larger than in Phase 1 and required corres-
pondingly larger post-holes, which were mostly approached by sloping ramps to aid the
insertion of the heavy timbers. All the post-holes and ramps were excavated within the area
which was to be destroyed but no ring was competely within this area. However, it is
estimated that some 609, of Circle 2A was recorded and excavated and 809 of Circle 2F.
The preservation of the post-holes was excellent, owing to the structure having been sited
at the bottom of the combe where it had been covered with a thick deposit of ploughsoil
(fig. 10), and in almost every case it was possible to identify the position of the decayed posts.
These post-‘pipes’ have been plotted and the resultant plan (fig. 14) represents an accurate
record of the original position of each timber upright. The interpretation of the post-hole
sections has already been discussed and each section is illustrated and described in figs.
118-35 and Appendix VIII.

The post-holes were excavated into the chalk with antler picks which were then added
to the packing material around the timber uprights. These implements are discussed in the
section on the finds and it is sufficient to say at this juncture that 345 picks were recorded
from the packing material of the post-holes of Phase 2. The average dimensions of these
post-holes fluctuated between each ring but in Circle 2E where the largest posts were
recorded, the holes averaged 1.8 m. in diameter and 2.3 m. deep, whilst post-hole g5 in this
series was 2.2 m. in diameter and 2.9 m. deep. The excavation of such pits must have been a
considerable undertaking, quite apart from the hewing, dragging and erection of the timbers
to go in them. For pits of such dimensions the provision of ramps would have been essential,
not only for inserting the timber uprights but also to enable the construction gangs to carry
out their work. In general, the ramps tend to increase in length according to the diameter
of the post to be placed in the hole but this is not invariably so. In the main they are aligned
outwards, suggesting that the circles were constructed from the inside out and this is confirmed
in several instances where post-holes cut through the ramps of circles inside them. For
example, in Circle 2D post-holes 76 and 8o cut through the ramps of the adjacent inner
circle which should indicate that Circle 2D was dug later than Circle 2E. However, the
evidence is inconsistent as the ramp of post-hole 84 of Circle 2D is cut by post-hole g5 of
Circle 2E (figs. 9 and 13).

Similarly, the ramps in Circle 2B with one exception (36) are aligned outwards, except
in the area of the entrance where they are directed inwards to key in with the ramps of
Circle 2C. This, however, is a special case, and suggests that the entrance was probably
planned from the outset. Circle 2F consistently differs from this generalization in that all
its ramps point inwards. This should mean that the ring was dug after Circle 2E, the posts
of which would have obstructed the work if the ramps had been aligned outwards in the
normal way. Moreover, Circle 2E is a special case in that the post-holes are smaller and the
timbers they supported are also smaller in diameter than any of the posts in Circles 2A—2E.
If one accepts the roofed building interpretation for the remains as a whole, Circle 2F must
have been non-structural and comprised a free-standing ring of timber uprights at the centre
of the building.

In the general plan of the Southern Circle (fig. 9) Circle 2A has been designated a separate
structural phase. The reason for this is that in five instances the post-holes cut through the
ramps of Circle 2B (3, 10, 14, 26 and 28) and must therefore have been dug later than these
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ramps. However, the distinction is a technical one and probably means no more than that
the rings were constructed from the inner to the outer. If so, the actual interval between the
construction of Circle 2E and Circle 2A may have been one of only hours or days. This is
emphasized by the fact that post-hole 21 cuts through the ramp of entrance post-hole 22
even though these two post-holes are adjacent in the same circle and are presumably con-
temporary. The explanation here may be that the entrance post-holes were the first to be
erected in Circle 2A, but this detail serves to illustrate that the separation of Phase 2 into
two periods in fig. 9 may well have no effective chronological relevance and is included for
the sake of completeness.

A prominent feature of Circle 2A is the entrance, which faces south-east towards the
causeway over the main enclosure ditch. It is 3.8 m. wide and was flanked by two posts
1.06 m. and 91 cm. in diameter which were embedded 2.4 m. and 1.9 m. respectively into
the natural chalk. These two posts are the largest timbers which were employed in the
structure (22 and 23). The entrance was fronted by an irregular platform which sealed
beneath it a thin fossil soil (fig. 12; pls. Xb, XI5). The maximum dimensions of this platform
were 17.6 m. from north to south and 8.5 m. from east to west. Immediately in front of
the entrance gap it was composed of blocks of fresh chalk embedded in the fossil soil whilst
north of this area the platform consisted of rolled flint gravel. At the junction between
the two materials occurred an extensive area of burning which had scorched the underlying
platform material and around which was littered a very great quantity of pot-sherds,
flint and bone artifacts and animal bones. The gravel platform in part overlay the ramp
of post-hole 22 and must therefore be contemporary with or subsequent to it. The former
can be regarded as a platform outside the building proper on which offerings may have
been made and rituals performed prior to entering the structure itself. Supporting evidence
is provided by the fact that the great proportion of sherds, flints and bones from the Southern
Circle as a whole were obtained from the surface of this platform and very little from the
chalk surface within the structure, although concentrations of refuse had fallen into the
post-holes. One may assume, therefore, that the debris on the platform is of a non-domestic
nature, a conclusion which has already been argued for the material in the weathering
cones of the post-holes.

Fragments of charcoal of a sufficient size to enable the timbers from which they were
derived to be identified were obtained from 14 post-holes and have been examined by
Mr G. C. Morgan of the Ancient Monuments Laboratory, Ministry of Public Building and
Works (Appendix V). The charcoals examined were obtained from the sides of the post-holes
and are probably the residue which resulted from the deliberate charring of the bottoms of
several posts. Out of 16 specimens, 14 are of oak, 2 of hawthorn and 1 of ash. From the
preponderance of oak it is reasonable to assume that it was employed for building purposes
and for the calculation of the weights of the timbers the use of green oak timbers has been
assumed throughout. The posts were packed around with fresh chalk lumps (layer 8),
which frequently projected above the level of the surrounding chalk, and tightly rammed
powdered chalk (layer 7) interspersed with the occasional antler pick or lump of sarsen.
This hard packing material extended into the ramps, which were also levelled off, where it
frequently rested on a thin band of humus (layer g). This thin humic layer probably rep-
resents a short interval between the digging of the post-holes and the erection of the timber
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uprights — a state of affairs which is confirmed by the occurrence of a thin deposit of small
chalk rubble at the bottoms of many post-holes (layer 6), which was probably derived
from the sides of the latter by natural weathering processes before they were sealed by the
packing material. However, no finds were recorded from this context, and only antler picks
from the packing material. All the pottery, flint artifacts and animal bones were recorded
from the bases of the weathering cones (layer 3A). In two areas, inside the entrance and
between post-holes g2 and g6 in Circle 2E, the rammed chalk packing extended over the
areas between the ramps and post-holes, where it rested on a thin fossil soil (fig. 12).

No burials, pits or features of a ritualistic nature were found within Circle 2F at the
centre of the structure, save for a deposit of red ash which covered post-hole 198 of Phase 1
and a sporadic scatter of undated stake-holes. The structure appears to have decayed in situ
and not been dismantled, as there are no signs of any deliberate removal of the posts. However
post-hole 32 of Circle 2B was covered with a cairn of flints at some time after the post had
decayed and the weathering cone had formed (fig. 119). The intention behind the building
of this cairn is unknown and it may have been of a symbolic nature.

Circle 24 (figs. 9, 12, 14). This ring is represented by 30 excavated post-holes (1-30)
of which 809, lie on the perimeter of a circle with a radius of 19.46 m. The agreement is
less close, however, if one examines the plan of the post-‘pipes’ (fig. 14), of which 439, lie
on the perimeter of this circle. Nevertheless, when one considers the problems involved in
raising the timbers to a vertical position inside pits with diameters much larger than those of
the posts, then the proportion which actually lie on the perimeter of the circle is quite high.
The divergencies are chiefly caused by a local eccentricity of alignment between post-holes
8-12 which comprise a slight outward bulge. There is considerable variation in the spacing
of the posts. The average spacing is 2.3 m. with a maximum interval of 4.1 m. (4-5) and a
minimum of 1.5 m. (5-6, 67, g—10). In the northern sector of the ring the post-holes tend
to cluster in groups of 3, 3 and 5 (2—4, 5-7, 8-12) but this tendency is less marked along the
remainder of the circuit. The localized deviation from the perimeter of a true circle and a
tendency to group spatially may indicate that parts of the ring were erected by separate
gangs. The ring may originally have possessed some 50 posts in its circuit if one employs as
a guide the average spacing between the timber uprights.

An important feature of Circle 2A is the entrance in its south-east sector (post-holes 22
and 23). It was originally 2.7 m. wide and flanked by two posts 1 m. and 91 cm. in diameter,
which were embedded to depths of 2.4 m. and 1.9 m. respectively. These were the largest
timber posts employed in the circle but only post-hole 22 is approached by a ramp. The
gravel platform in front of the entrance in part overlies this ramp and must therefore be
contemporary with or subsequent to it.

A case can be argued for Circle 2A being later than the adjacent Circle 2B, as in five
instances the post-holes of the former cut through the ramps of the latter (3, 10, 14, 26 and 28)
and must therefore have been excavated later than these ramps. However, it is not possible
to establish the time interval involved which may have been no more than hours or days.
This is emphasized by the fact that post-hole 21 cuts through the ramp of entrance post-hole
22, whilst these post-holes are adjacent in the same circle and are presumably contemporary.
The evidence may be interpreted as meaning simply that the rings were constructed from the
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inner to the outer, in which case Circle 2A is not a separate phase in its own right although
it has been portrayed as such in fig. g for the sake of completeness. The relationship of Circle
2A to Phase 1 is shown by the fact that entrance post-hole 23 cuts through post-hole 139.

Entrance post-holes 22 and 23 are each 1.8 m. in diameter and 2.4 m. and 1.9 m. deep
respectively. They are much larger than the average for this circle and have been left out of
the following calculations. Similarly, the posts they held were 1.0 m. and 0.91 m. in diameter
and have been excluded from the calculations relating to post size. The average diameter of
the remaining post-holes of Circle 2A is 76 cm. with a maximum diameter of 1.1 m. (16)
and a minimum of 45 cm. (7). The diameters of the post-holes tend to increase in size as they
approach the entrance. The depths of the post-holes average 42 cm. with a maximum depth
of 79 cm. (21) and a minimum of 18 cm. (9) and they tend to increase in depth near the
entrance. Out of 24 measured ‘pipes’ the average post diameter is 30 cm. with a maximum
diameter of 53 cm. (16) and a minimum of 18 cm. (7). None of the post-holes are approached
by ramps with the exception of No. 22 which is an entrance post-hole.

Circle 2B (figs. 9, 12, 14). This ring is represented by 22 excavated post-holes (31-52)
of which 959, lie on the perimeter of a circle with a radius of 17.86 m. The ‘pipes’ of the
original timber uprights were located in every case and of these 77 9, are cut by the perimeter
of the circle. The agreement between the post-holes and the calculated circle is therefore
very good and only 35 lies off the perimeter of the latter. The average spacing between the
posts is 3 m., the maximum interval recorded being 4.2 m. (38—9) and the minimum 1.8 m.
(39—40). These measurements serve to emphasize the eccentric siting of g9 for the spacing
between 38 and 40 is 5.6 m. and a post could have been placed between them centred at
2.8 m. from each, which is near average. Given an average interval of 3 m. between the posts,
a total of 36 posts can be calculated for the complete ring.

The average diameter of the post-holes is 1.1 m. with a maximum diameter of 1.7 m. (38)
and a minimum of 73 cm. (33). The average depth is 1.6 m. with a maximum depth of 2.4 m.
(46) and a minimum of 88 cm. (36). There is considerable variation in post-hole depth and
only 329, are within 15 cm. of average. The average post-diameter is 51 cm. — the largest
post recorded being 82 cm. (43) and the smallest 22 cm. (35). These figures indicate con-
siderable variation in post-diameters — eight are 60 cm. or more in diameter and only six
are within 25 cm. of average. There is no consistent grouping of the larger posts but those in
the vicinity of the entrance are larger than average. Similarly there is considerable variation
in the length of the ramps. The average length is 1.7 m. with a maximum of 3.1 m. (43)
and a minimum of 1.2 m. (42 and 46). The ramps tend to increase in length according to
the size of the posts with which they are associated, so that post-holes 34 and 35 which
contain posts 30 cm. and 22 cm. in diameter respectively have no ramps, whereas 43 which
held a post 82 cm. in diameter has a ramp 3.1 m. long. However, this is not always so, as
in the case of 41 which held a post 60 cm. in diameter approached by a ramp 2.4 m. long,
as opposed to 47 with its post 70 cm. in diameter and ramp 1.5 m. long.

Of the 22 excavated post-holes, 18 were approached by ramps which with one exception
were aligned outwards (36) except in the area immediately within the entrance where they
are aligned towards the centre in order to key neatly with ramps of Circle 2C. The ramp of
43 cuts through a hearth of Phase 1 and 44, 45 and 48 cut through post-holes of this phase,
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thus demonstrating their relative age. At some time after the upright in post-hole 32 had
decayed the socket was partially covered by a cairn of flint nodules.

Circle 2C (figs. 9, 12, 14). This ring is represented by 20 excavated post-holes (53-72),
of which 85 9 lie on the perimeter of a circle with a radius of 14.67 m. The ‘pipes’ of the timber
uprights were located in 19 instances and of these 55 9, are cut by the perimeter of this circle.
The maximum divergence from this line is 1 m. for post-hole 60 and is due to the fact that
this sector is made up of a nearly straight alignment of 4 post-holes (57-60). A similar
anomaly occurs in the case of 67 which forms a straight alignment with 65 and 66. These
anomalies suggest that the circle was built by separate work-gangs whose sectors did not
merge with each other to form a true circle. The average spacing between the posts is 2.8 m.
with a maximum interval of 3.8 m. (55-6) and a minimum of 2.2 m. (58—9; 65-6; 69-70).
On this basis a total of 34 posts can be calculated for the complete ring. 63 is a very doubtful
post-hole. Unlike the others in the ring it does not have a ramp and is only 15 cm. deep.
There is a suggestion in its section that it held the butt of a timber upright but such a timber
must have had other means of support.

The average diameter of the post-holes is 1.1 m. with a maximum diameter of 1.5 m. (61)
and a minimum of 82 cm. (58 and 71). The average depth of the post-holes, if one excludes
63, is 1.7 m., with a maximum depth of 2.5 m. (66) and a minimum of 1.3 m. (69). Two of
the deepest post-holes (65 and 66), 2.2 m. and 2.5 m. deep respectively, are situated in the
vicinity of the entrance. The average post-diameter is 48 cm., the largest post having a
diameter of 60 cm. (72) and the smallest a diameter of 33 cm. (57). Ofthe 19 ‘pipes’ measured,
79 9%, are within 7 cm. of average. The average length of the ramps is 1.4 m. with a maximum
length of 2.7 m. (65) and a minimum of 83 cm. (68). Despite the range between the maximum
and minimum lengths, 66 %, of the ramps are within 30 cm. of average, which is an unusually
high percentage. The ramps are invariably aligned outwards, which suggests that the ring
was constructed after Circle 2D.

Post-holes 55 and 67 cut through post-holes of Phase 1 and the ramp of 54 cuts through a
hearth of Phase 1. The rammed chalk packing in the ramps of post-holes 65, 66, 45 and
46 of Circle 2B extended over the ground surface between the ramps and post-holes in this
area, where it sealed a thin fossil soil.

Circle 2D (figs. 9, 12, 14). This ring is represented by 16 excavated post-holes (73-88), of
which 949, lie on the perimeter of a circle with a radius of 11.46 m. The post-‘pipes’ were
recorded in every case and of these 559, are cut by the perimeter of this circle. The only
post-hole off this alignment (84) is sited opposite to the entrance and its position may be
due to this feature; it is also unusual in that its ramp is aligned towards the centre. The
average spacing between the posts is 2.9 m. with a maximum interval of 4.8 m. (84-5) and
a minimum of 2.2 m. (74-5; 79-80). This emphasizes the eccentric siting of 84 for the
interval between 83 and 85 is 6 m. and if 84 had been sited symmetrically between them the
spacing would have been near average. On the basis of an average interval of 2.9 m. between
the timber uprights a total of 24 posts can be calculated for the complete ring.

The average diameter of the post-holes is 1.4 m. with a maximum diameter of 1.8 m. (78)
and a minimum of 1.08 m. (87). The average depth of the post-holes is 2.1 m. with a maxi-
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mum of 2.4 m. (84 and 88) and a minimum of 1.5 m. (77). The average diameter of the
timber uprights is 57 cm. with a maximum diameter of 68 cm. (77, 82, 84 and 85) and a
minimum of 42 cm. (87). The average length of the ramps is 2 m. with a maximum length
of 2.5 m. (83) and a minimum of 1.2 m. (78). There is considerable variation in the dimen-
sions of the post-holes and the ramps.

The ramps are invariably aligned outwards, save in the case of 84 and 85 which may well
have been dug before the others in the ring since their ramps are cut by g5 of Circle E and
86 of Circle D. The remainder of the ring appears to have been dug later than Circle 2E as
post-holes 76 and 8o cut through the ramps of the latter. On the whole the evidence again
points to construction of the circles from the inner to the outer save with regard to 84 and 85.
The Iron Age palisade trench cuts through post-holes 86, 87 and 88 and 12 post-holes cut
through features of Phase 1, thus establishing their relative age.

Circle 2E (figs. 9, 12—14). This ring is represented by nine excavated post-holes (89—97),
all of which lie on the perimeter of a circle with a radius of 7.6 m. The ‘pipes’ of the timber
uprights were located in every case and of these 66 9, are cut by the perimeter of this circle.
The average spacing between the posts is 3.8 m. with a maximum interval of 5.1 m. (g1—2)
and a minimum of 3.0 m. (95-6). On this basis a total of 12 posts can be calculated for the
complete ring.

The average diameter of the post-holes is 1.8 m. with a maximum diameter of 2.2 m. (g5)
and a minimum of 1.3 m. (89g). The average depth is 2.3 m. with a maximum depth of 2.9 m.
(95) and a minimum of 1.6 m. (93). The timber uprights average 64 cm. in diameter with a
maximum diameter of 83 cm. (96) and a minimum of 51 cm. (89, 91). It is clear from these
dimensions and from Table II that Circle 2E is composed of the largest post-holes and, on
average, the largest timber uprights. The largest of the latter are exceeded in size only by
the two entrance posts. The average length of the ramps is 3.0 m. with a maximum length
of 5.1 m. (92) and a minimum of 1.9 m. (97). As always, there is considerable variation in
these lengths which do not fluctuate in ratio to the size of the posts. The ramps are all aligned
outwards and in two cases (91 and 92) are cut by post-holes of Circle 2D, suggesting that in
part Circle 2E was erected first. Of the g recorded post-holes, 8 cut through features of Phase 1.
The rammed chalk packing material in the ramps of post-holes 92—6 and 845 of Circle 2D
extended over the ground surface between the ramps and post-holes in this area. It sealed a
thin fossil soil from which a few sherds were obtained.

Circle 2F (figs. 9, 12—14). This ring is represented by eight excavated post-holes (98-105),
all of which lie on the perimeter of a circle with a radius of 5.37 m. The ‘pipes’ of the timber
uprights were located in every case and of these, 75 %, were cut by the perimeter of this circle.
The average spacing between the posts is 3.1 m. with a maximum interval of 3.5 m. (104-5)
and a minimum of 2.7 m. (9g8-g). On this basis a total of 10 post-holes can be calculated for
the complete ring.

The average diameter of the post-holes is 85 cm. with a maximum diameter of 1.0 m. (102)
and a minimum of 64 cm. (99). The average depth is 1.5 m. with a maximum depth of 1.9 m.
(104) and a minimum of 1.0 m. (99). The timber uprights average 24 cm. in diameter with
a maximum diameter of 27 cm. (100, 101 and 103) and a minimum of 21 cm. (99). The
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post-holes and the timbers they contained are therefore smaller than those in the other
circles and reverse the general trend towards an increase in size from Circles 2A to 2E. The
average length of the ramps is 1.9 m. with a maximum length of 2.4 m. (103) and a minimum
of 1.4 m. (99). All the post-holes, except for 98, possess ramps which are aligned inwards
towards the centre of the circle. This is contrary to the general tendency of the ramps in
Circles 2A—2F to be aligned outwards and may mean that Circle 2F was constructed later
than the others, or at least later than 2E, which would have interfered with the erection
of the posts if the ramps had pointed outwards. The inward alignment of the ramps must
also mean that the Phase 1 circles (i.e. the rectilinear setting and Circle 1D) were no longer
standing or else they would have interfered with the work, and indeed the ramps of post-
holes gg, 101, 102 and 104 cut through post-holes and ramps of the rectilinear setting.

The Phase 2 structures of the Southern Circle produced 59% (6753) of the flint artifacts
from the site as a whole. Of these, 47% were obtained from the platform in front of the
entrance, 369 from the post-holes and 179, from the chalk surface within the structure.
The implements include 819, of the arrowheads from the site — mostly of the transverse
variety although two barbed and tanged specimens were also found — and 499, of the
scrapers. There was a notable lack of axes — only one broken greenstone axe from post-hole
84. In addition, 67 % of the pins and awls were recorded from the Southern Circle and 809, of
the antler picks — 354 in all. Objects of stone were confined to the fragmentary greenstone
axe referred to above although lumps of sarsen were used in the packing of certain post-holes.
Marine shells were also found in small quantities. Three radiocarbon determinations are
available for Phase 2 of the Southern Circle.

BM-395: 1950 4 9o B.C. from antler in the packing (layer 8) of post-hole 92 (fig. 130).

BM-396: 2000 + go B.c. from charcoal (Quercus robur) from the base of post-hole 92
(fig. 130).

BM-397: 1900 -+ 9o B.C. from animal bones obtained from the packing material (layer
8) of post-hole g2 (fig. 130).

Post-hole g2 housed an oak post 76 cm. in diameter which entails a possible variation of up
to 175 years for BM-396, dependant on whether the sample was obtained from the centre
of the heart-wood or from the sapwood. As the provenance of the sample in this context could
not be established then BM—g95 and 397 provide a more reliable indicator of the date of the
construction of the building.

The great majority of the sherds recovered from the site came from the Southern Circle.
Amongst these the largest group came from the soil in the weathering cones of the post-holes.
Amongst this group of 2216 sherds all but 17 are of Grooved Ware type, the remaining sherds
comprising one rim sherd of Peterborough ware from post-hole 44, and Beaker sherds from
post-holes 22, 23, 33, 50, 71, 74, 83, 95, 102 and 139. Of these sherds, 46 were recovered from
Phase 1 contexts and have been described above. The second largest group of sherds (1306)
were recorded from the surface of the platform and include seven sherds of Beaker and a
single weathered sherd of a Middle Neolithic bowl, whilst g2 fragments, including one
Beaker sherd (P589), were recorded from the fossil soil sealed by the platform. However, this
single sherd was obtained from the northern part of the platform where it was composed of
flint gravel and had been subjected to fluviatile action. The old land surface below the
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platform had been eroded and was exposed through holes in the platform in places. It is
possible that the single Beaker sherd was recorded from one of these eroded patches where it
could have been deposited during Phase 2 times. In addition to these large groups, 105
sherds of Grooved Ware were recorded from the surface of the chalk within the Southern
Circle, 35 sherds of similar type from the Iron Age palisade trench and 2 sherds from below
the chalk packing of the posts in Circle 2E.

THE MIDDEN
(figs. 9, 15, 16 and pl. Xla)

An elongated oval hollow, aligned roughly north—south with maximum dimensions of
12 m. and 6.7 m. was sited outside the north-east perimeter of Circle 2A of the Southern
Circle (fig. 9). The northern end of the hollow had been terraced into the slope of the valley
to a depth of 60 cm. and the mid-line of its floor therefore presents a virtually level surface
when viewed in its north—south section. However, a section at right-angles to this, from east
to west, shows that a shallow bowl-shaped hollow with gently sloping sides was excavated
out of the side of the hill (fig. 16).

The hollow was partially surrounded to the north and to the south by two arcs of stake-
holes (106-21, vide Appendix VIII and fig. 16 for description and sections). The northern
arc is composed of seven stake-holes and roughly follows the edge of the scarping which
produced the hollow. This is matched by a much larger arc (113—21) with a chord of 10.8 m.,
which surrounds the hollow to the south and also partially in the east and west. The soil
contained in the hollow was black and ashy and contained a very great quantity of animal
bones, pottery and stone tools. The material was confined strictly within the hollow and did
not extend onto the surrounding land-surface. Charcoal from the ashy soil, which in the centre
of the hollow was g0 cm. thick, produced a radiocarbon determination of 2320 4 125 B.C.
(NPL-192). The sample was not concentrated but collected as small lumps throughout the
deposit wherever they occurred.

Initially, it was considered that the hollow and its surrounding stake-holes were the remains
of an oval hut. The reasons for this interpretation were the superficial resemblances with
terraced hut platforms of Iron Age date within the ramparts of many hill-forts and the great
quantity of human debris. However, on reflection it was apparent that the total lack of any
internal post-holes to support a roof rendered this theory untenable. Moreover, it seems
unlikely that such a mass of rubbish would have been allowed to accumulate within the
confines of a hut, even allowing for the problems inherent in transferring modern standards of
hygiene to a Neolithic community.

The most likely interpretation of the structure is that it represents the remains of a midden.
The rubbish would have been thrown into a previously prepared hollow which was shielded
for aesthetic or ceremonial reasons by light fences to the north and south. Unfortunately,
its date relative to the structures of the Southern Circle could not be established on strati-
graphical grounds. The alignment of the southern arc of stake-holes intersects with that of
Circle 2A and it seems unlikely that these features were erected at the same time but in no
case is there an intersection of post and stake-hole.
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It is a matter for conjecture whether the Midden was of a utilitarian or a ceremonial
character. It seems likely that its purpose was to receive the refuse derived from activities
connected with the Southern Circle, but one cannot establish objectively whether such refuse
was deposited with ceremony or whether the Midden was simply a convenient place for its
disposal. Certainly the arcs of stakes could have served a dual purpose in shielding a hollow
full of rotting refuse from the eyes of either the punctilious or the profane.

A total of 243 flint artifacts (2%, of the whole) were recorded from the Midden deposits.
They include 14 implements amongst which are scrapers and transverse arrowheads.
Implements of bone include 4 complete and 4 broken pins and 5 antler picks. The group of
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981 sherds from the Midden are particularly noteworthy for the 25 Beaker sherds which
comprise almost half the number of Beaker sherds from the entire site. Three Middle
Neolithic rim sherds were also recognized within the group (P19, P21).

THE NORTHERN CIRCLE
(fig. 17 and pl. XIIa)

The timber structure referred to as the Northern Circle was sited 121 m. north of the
Southern Circle on the northern crest of the dry valley (fig. 3). In this position it had not been
protected by an accumulation of hill-wash and ploughsoil and the post-holes had been much
destroyed by ploughing and the natural processes of erosion. In most cases only the very
bases of the post-holes had been preserved and there was no indication of the diameters of
the timber posts they had once held. In a number of instances the most shallow post-holes
had been destroyed altogether and their existence is therefore inferential. It is not surprising,
however, that with variations in post-hole depth the most shallow post-holes have been
eroded and others remain. Despite these uncertainties, it is possible to establish the main
outlines of a double circle of timber uprights approached from the south by an ill-defined
avenue of spaced posts which pass through a protective facade. Approximately two-thirds
of the concentric circles were excavated, along with the whole of the avenue and the facade.
The remaining post-holes lie in the field to the east of the new road and were not excavated,
as they were outside the threatened area and were not essential to the understanding of the
structure. Details of the individual post-holes are given in Appendix VIII and their sections
reproduced in figs. 136-8.

Phase 1

It is tentatively suggested that the structure may have been built in two phases, but the
evidence for this is extremely tenuous owing to the small size of the putative Phase 1 post-
holes and the heavy erosion noted above. Moreover, there were no post-hole intersections
to give a guide to the existence of an earlier phase and the latter has been determined solely
on post-hole size and alignments.

The possible Phase 1 structure is represented by an outer arc of 4 small post-holes (fig. 17,
15-18) which have an average diameter of 38 cm. and an average depth of only 12 cm. It is
possible that this arc is a part of what was once a complete circle with a diameter of approxi-
mately 30 m. and that the remainder has been destroyed by erosion. A possible inner circle
is represented by an arc of 5 post-holes (10-14) with a radius of approximately 9.7 m. and
a chord 17 m. long. Four of the post-holes lie on the arc, the fifth (11) lies 60 cm. inside it.
'The spacing of these post-holes is irregular; they have an average diameter of 42 cm. and an
average depth of 10 cm. Owing to the short lengths represented it is not possible to establish
with any degree of certainty whether these arcs have a common centre.

Leading away down the slope of the valley, south-south-east from the outer arc, are a series
of small post-holes which on the basis of size and alignment may represent the last vestiges
of an avenue similar to that of Phase 2 (19—26). The spacing of the post-holes is irregular and
clearly a large number have been destroyed if this was indeed an avenue. In a short sector
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(20-2) where three post-holes survive, the spacing is at 1.5 m. intervals but this is not
confirmed by the distribution of the remainder. The diameter of the post-holes is uniformly
30 cm. save for 26 which is 19 cm. and the average depth is nearly g cm., which is even
shallower than for the arcs described above.

Clearly, the evidence for Phase 1 is very tenuous. There are no means of determining the
date of the post-holes and they are put forward very tentatively as belonging to a possible
early phase. Nevertheless, it is felt that the evidence, admittedly weak, is such that one must
at least admit to the possibility of a Phase 1.

Phase 2

The structures of Phase 2 are much more certain and comprise two concentric circles of
post-holes approached by an avenue through a fagade. Even so, certain post-holes of the
avenue and facade have been destroyed by erosion and necessitate some interpretation of the
excavation record.

The outer circle comprises 15 excavated post-holes (27—41), which belong to a circle with
a diameter of 14.4 m. Some 20 post-holes are estimated for the complete circle, based on the
average spacing of 2.3 m. between the post-holes. The maximum interval between the post-
holes is 2.6 m. and the minimum 2.1 m. but there is a § m. gap in the circuit between
post-hole 27 and the east edge of the excavation in which no post-hole could be found.
Additional post-holes (34, 38 and 41) are set inside the circuit along the southern perimeter
and may be replacements. The average diameter of the post-holes is 76 cm. However, this
average is distorted by the inclusion of 41 which has an unusually large diameter of 1.2 m.
If this anomaly is excluded the average diameter is 73 cm. The average depth of the post-
holes is 33 cm. with a maximum depth of 70 cm. and a minimum of 15 cm. It is clear that
there is considerable variation in this respect and that if ploughing had continued, several
post-holes in the circuit would have been obliterated, resulting in selective erosion. Owing to
the latter, post-‘pipes’ were preserved in only five instances (27, 28, 34, 40 and 41) and the
posts appear to have had a uniform diameter of 39 cm. In the case of 41 which is set inside
the circuit the post appears to have had a somewhat larger diameter of 54 cm. In every case
the posts were packed with small chalk rubble and although 37 and 38 may have preserved
the impressions of the decayed timbers the evidence is inconclusive.

The inner ring comprises four post-holes approached by ramps (42-5). The post-holes
are evenly spaced at 5.1 m. intervals, save for the gap between 42 and 45 which is 3.9 m.,
and lie on the perimeter of a circle with a diameter of 6.5 m. The post-holes are of uniform
size and have an average diameter of 1.5 m. which is just over twice as large as those holes
for the outer circle. The average depth of the post-holes is 1.1 m. with a maximum depth of
1.3 m. and a minimum of 1 m. All the ramps are aligned outwards from the centre of the
circle — that for 45 presumably lies in the unexcavated area to the east. The average length
of the ramps is 2.1 m., but there is considerable variation with 3.3 m. for 42 and 1.5 m. for 44.
After the posts had been erected they were packed around with chalk rubble. Presumably
the inner circle was erected first, otherwise the posts of the outer ring would have interfered
with the work. The ‘pipes’ were preserved in all four post-holes and had an average diameter
of 59 cm. ; they penetrated to the bottom of the post-hole in each case.

All finds occurred in the upper deposits of the post-holes (e.g. fig. 136, 45, top of layer 4)
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which means that they arrived in this position after the post had decayed and therefore
technically post-date the structure. However, it has been argued in the case of the Southern
Circle that a more likely explanation is that the sherds and flints represent the remains of
offerings around the bases of certain posts. The centre of the circle was completely blank,
although any evidence for hearths and superficial structures would have disappeared owing
to erosion, and no finds were made on the chalk surface around and within the circle.

The slightly curved line of post-holes which form the fagade (fig. 17, 57, 59-63, 65-82)
is sited 17.5 m. south of the outer circle. The west half of the fagade is the more complete
and from its incurved terminal to the suggested entrance gap is 9.75 m. If the entrance gap
were placed symmetrically then one must assume an alignment of similar length on its east
side. However, the post-holes of this sector were largely ploughed away and only a few are
left to hint at its former existence. The average diameter of the post-holes of the fagade is
36 cm. with a maximum of 45 cm. and a minimum of 19 cm. The average depth of the
post-holes is 13 cm. with a maximum depth of 19 cm. and a minimum of 6 cm. Clearly,
when one is dealing with remains of such an eroded character even a slight reduction in the
depth of a post-hole will result in its disappearance. This fagade consists of closely set posts
with an entrance gap, up to which runs an avenue of timbers, and it was clearly designed to
restrict access to the building to the north of it, although such restriction would have been
mainly symbolic as this barrier would have had a presumed length of only 22.7 m. It can be
compared with the fagade to the south-east of the Southern Circle in its first phase and even,
on a much lower level, with the arcs of stake-holes shielding the Midden to the north of the
Southern Circle. Such structures were clearly intended to shield the sacred areas from the
secular or the profane and may even have marked the boundary beyond which only the
selected few could tread. No finds were recorded from any post-holes of the fagade.

The avenue approaches the fagade from the south (fig. 17, 86, 88-100, 104-11). It is
represented by spaced post-holes and is of irregular width which varies from 1.6 m. to 2.2 m.,
save where it passes through the fagade where it broadens to 3.2 m. A central post-hole at
this point hints at the presence of a gate (73). There is a considerable range in the diameter
of the post-holes with a maximum of 76 cm. and a minimum of 19 cm., the average being
45 cm. There is similarly a considerable range in the depths of the post-holes between 36 cm.
and 7 cm. with an average of 15 cm., which implies that the more shallow post-holes may
have disappeared. This is confirmed by the fact that to the north of the fagade the course of
the avenue is indicated only by its northern edge. It does not appear to meet the outer circle
and stops 6.4 m. to the south of it, thus giving a total recorded length of 24.6 m. for the
avenue.

The posts are not regularly spaced, nor are they opposed to each other on either side of the
avenue and the whole structure has a peculiarly haphazard appearance which contrasts
with the symmetry of the circles to the north. Despite these reservations the remains are
sufficiently well-preserved to justify the interpretation placed upon them. Presumably the
avenue does not lead directly up to the outer circle because it was intended to provide a
ceremonial way through the fagade which was itself designed to restrict access to the building.
Once this facade had been crossed one was in the precincts of the structure and further
direction was unnecessary.

A few finds were recorded from the Northern Circle, all from post-holes of the Phase 2
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rings. These are fully described in the section on the finds. A total of 261 flints were recorded,
of which 243 came from post-hole 43 and the 13 implements include one transverse arrow-
head. Two antler picks were found but no bone artifacts whilst animal bones were rare and
fragmentary. Only 67 sherds were recorded from the structure and are all of Grooved Ware
with the exception of one Beaker sherd (P571).1

STRUCTURE A

(figs. 18, 19)

The excavation of the area from south of the enclosure to Totterdown Clump was begun
in 1966 and completed the following year (figs. 2 and 3). The only structure found in this
sector was a group of pits or post-holes sited 64 m. to the south of the enclosure bank on the
310 ft. contour and designated Structure A. From this structure the ground slopes away
steeply to the north and the bottom of the combe, to give an unimpeded view of the interior
of the enclosure.

The 19 pits or post-holes cover an elongated area 18.2 m. by 10.6 m. and have undergone
heavy erosion by the plough (figs. 18 and 19). The main argument against their interpreta-
tion as rubbish pits is that only four of them produced any pottery (3, 4, 8 and 24) and only
five any struck flints (1, 2, 3, 4 and 12). Moreover, in plan, 5 and 6 form a right angle with
1, 3, 4 and 5 although this may well be fortuitous. However, ploughing has been so intense
that in many cases the pit contents have been ploughed away and the possibility of the pits
being for rubbish disposal cannot be ruled out. In profile, the pits frequently resemble
tree-hollows in their irregularity, but their filling is quite unlike that found in such features
and this possibility is unlikely.

It must be emphasized, however, that there is nothing to commend the interpretation of
these features as post-holes other than that they fall into a vaguely rectilinear plan. The
profiles of the pits are most irregular and no ‘pipes’ could be recorded although admittedly
this may be due to the erosion of the upper parts of the pits. Professor R. J. C. Atkinson has
suggested to the writer that the pits may represent the sitings of willow posts which will
spread roots if stuck in the ground. This would explain the irregular character of the pit
profiles in some cases. No charcoal fragments from this structure were large enough for
identification but no charcoals of willow were recorded from the main enclosure.

Ifit is accepted that these pits held such posts then one can assume an enclosure of irregular
rectilinear plan, incomplete on its south side and surrounding an irregular pit. This pit was
completely sterile.

Parallels for Structure A may be sought a short distance to the west where Mrs Cunnington
excavated a group of barrow circles in the field south of Woodhenge. In particular, Circle 2
enclosed a rectilinear setting of post-holes which surrounded a group of pits.? Like Structure
A this setting was open on one side and may well have pre-dated the barrow. It may be
significant that Sir Richard Colt Hoare described an ‘elevated mound, bearing the appear-

1 While the account was in the press, a radiocarbon with those from Phase 2 of the Southern Circle and the base
determination of 1955 4+ 140 B.c. (NPL-240) was obtained of the enclosure ditch.
on an antler pick from post-hole 42. This date agrees well 2 Cunnington, 1929, pl. 39.
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ance of a barrow’ on the south side of Durrington Walls! and marked it on his map in much
the same position as Structure A is located. There is no trace of this barrow on the ground
today but it is tempting to correlate it with the structure excavated in 1966.

Flint artifacts were recorded from five pits (1, 2, 3, 4 and 12). No implements were included
among the 3o flints and the only artifacts worthy of note are a blade from pit 4 and a single-
platform core from pit 12. In addition, fragments of bone were recorded from pits g and 4.
Eighteen sherds of Grooved Ware, including two finely decorated rims, were recorded from
Structure A. The style of decoration in these rims can be matched on sherds from the surface
of the platform outside the Southern Circle and helps to place Structure A within the life-
span of the latter.

STRUCTURE B
(fig. 3)

In June 1968 a strip of turf 2.1 m. wide and 83.8 m. long was removed from near the
Jjunction of the Fargo road with the old A345 to the route of the new road, in order to lay
a foot-path to a bus shelter on the latter. Mr. P. Drewett kept a watch on these operations
which uncovered the terminal of a shallow ditch at a point 10 m. from the east edge of the
old road. This length of ditch, of which 3.0 m. was revealed, was 1.2 m. wide and 45 cm.
deep, with steeply sloping sides and a flat bottom 54 cm. wide. This ditch had been dug
through an artificial hollow whose extent could not be ascertained owing to the restricted
area available for its investigation. The finds, all of which come from the upper fill of the
ditch, comprise 27 unretouched flint flakes, a little fragmentary bone and 15 small body
sherds.

Of these sherds, 14 are less than 6 mm. in diameter and of a sooty black crumbly fabric
which contains occasional large flint grits. The remaining sherd is rather larger (3 cm. x 15
cm.) and of similar fabric with an orange exterior. The sherds are very weathered but their
fabric resembles that of the Late Neolithic material from the main enclosure.

It is not possible to determine the character of this ditch from the limited area investigated
but it seems possible that it forms part of a barrow circle similar to those recorded to the south
of Woodhenge by Mrs Cunnington. However, the fact that it has a terminal may argue
against this tentative conclusion.

1 Hoare, 1812, 170.



III. THE NEOLITHIC POTTERY
By 1. H. LONGWORTH

TOTAL of 6337 pre-Iron Age sherds were recovered from the 1966 and 1967 excava-

tions.1 Of these 5861 can be classified as Grooved Ware, 397 as Windmill Hill and
related wares, 71 as Beaker and related wares and 1 as Peterborough Ware. The pottery
will be described first according to location and then in detail under these headings.

The pottery recovered from the 1950-1 pipe trench and from the 1952 excavations has
been fully described by Professor Piggott? and is not included in this section. These finds
are, however, discussed in a later section when considering the Durrington Walls pottery
in relation to finds from other sites.

THE 1966 EXCAVATIONS

(a) From the old land surface beneath the bank in its northern sector

A total of 370 sherds® were recovered from the ancient soil beneath the northern bank
during excavations in 1966. Of these 362 belong to bowls of Windmill Hill Ware representing
at least 21 vessels. The remaining eight sherds, representing a further three vessels, can be
classified as Grooved Ware. With the exception of two small Middle Neolithic rim sherds,
all the rims and decorated sherds are illustrated, P1—18.

(b) From the ditch in its northern sector

With the possible exception of a single sherd of Windmill Hill type from layer 3, the
pottery recovered from the ditch is of a quite different character to that recovered from
beneath the bank. The bulk of the pottery is a plain soft ware tempered with large quantities
of sand and a little grit, with grey exterior and reddish brown core. The fabric is not dissimilar
to some of the Early Iron Age fabrics represented in the upper levels of the ditch. These
sherds are distributed through layers 4-6, the majority coming from layer 4 (15 sherds),
12 from layer 5 and a single sherd from layer 6. In addition, two sherds were recovered
from Hearth g in layer 5. Only two rims were recovered, both from layer 5, P22 and P23.

Three plain and rather weathered wall sherds of a sandy fabric were recovered from a point
6 in. above the level of the ditch bottom, but are too indeterminate to allow precise
identification.

Hearth 5, at the junction of layers 5 and 6, yielded sherds from two Beakers, one decorated
with finger-nail rustication, P5g8, the other with a deeply scored incised zone decoration,
P6o1.

1T would like to record my sincerest thanks to my wife, 2 Stone, Piggott and Booth, 1954.
Clare, for her invaluable help in sorting and recording the 3 Excluding fragments of less than } in. square.

pottery.
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THE 1967 EXCAVATIONS

(a) From the old land surface beneath the bank in its southern sector and from the pipe-
trench
One hundred and fifteen sherds were recovered from the old ground surface beneath the
bank in its southern sector and a further 152 sherds were recovered from the old ground
surface revealed by the pipe-trench. These consist entirely of Grooved Ware and include
7 rims and § fragments of base angle.
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(b) From the Southern Circle

The vast majority of sherds recovered from the site came from the exploration of the
Southern Circle. The finds will be described under seven location headings:

(1) The post-holes
(i1) The occupation earth
(111) The surface of the platform
(iv) The old land surface sealed beneath the platform
(v) The redeposited material in the Iron Age palisade trench
(vi) From below the chalk packing in Circle E
(vii) The Midden.

(i) The post-holes. By far the largest group of sherds from the site came from the soil in the
weathering cones of the post-holes. Of the 2216 sherds so recovered all but 17 can be classified
as Grooved Ware. The remaining sherds comprise one rim sherd of Peterborough Ware from
post-hole 44, and Beaker sherds from post-holes 22, 23, 33, 50, 71, 74, 83, 95, 102 and 13q9.

As Table IIIB demonstrates, the bulk of the Grooved Ware was recovered from post-holes
of the second phase. Only 46 sherds came from those of Phase I and the majority of these
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from only two post-holes, 139 in the outer circle, and 188 near the centre of the structure.
Three sherds of Beaker, P5g1—2 were recovered from post-hole 139. With such a restricted
sample the absence of the rarer decorative techniques in the sherd collection in Phase I
need not necessarily be considered significant.

Though pottery was recovered from a large proportion of the post-holes of Phase II,
the distribution is not entirely even. There is noticeably less pottery from the central area
and from the outer circles in the northern sector. The main concentrations occur in four
locations: the heaviest being round the entrance, post-holes 21-g and 44-5; in the southern
sector of the outer circles, post-holes 50-51 and 71; in the eastern sector of the outer circles,
post-holes 42 and 62, and the northern sector of the inner structure, post-holes go-I.

(i) The occupation earth. One hundred and five sherds of Grooved Ware were recovered
from the surface of the natural chalk within the Southern Circle, including four rims and
three fragments of base angle.

(i1i) The surface of the platform. The second largest group of sherds, 1306 in number, were
recovered from the surface of the platform outside the entrance to the structure. The
collection included, in addition to Grooved Ware, seven sherds of Beaker and a single
weathered sherd of Middle Neolithic bowl. A further 36 sherds of Grooved Ware and a
single sherd of Beaker were recovered from the plough soil remaining above the platform.

(iv) The old land surface beneath the platform. The 32 sherds from the old land surface sealed
by the platform do not differ from the main collection of Grooved Ware from the site.
A small fragment of Beaker, P589, was also recovered.

(v) The Iron Age palisade trench. The 38 sherds recovered from the Iron Age palisade
trench are all Grooved Ware and represent material from the old ground surface and
post-holes re-deposited in the fill of this later feature.

(vi) Below the chalk packing in Circle E. Two sherds of Grooved Ware came from beneath
the chalk packing in Circle E.

(vii) The Midden. The third major group of sherds from the site, totalling 981, came from
the midden to the north-east of the Southern Circle. This is especially noteworthy for the
number of Beaker sherds, 25, found with the Grooved Ware, representing almost half the
number of Beaker sherds recovered from the entire site. Three Middle Neolithic rim sherds
can also be recognized amongst the collection, P19 and Par.

(c) The Northern Circle

In comparison to the Southern Circle, pottery from the Northern Circle is sparse. Only
67 sherds were recovered from the structure and all save one are Grooved Ware. The
exception is the Beaker sherd P571.
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(d) The ditch in its southern sector

The ditch section cut in 1967 incorporated a terminal adjacent to one of the main
entrances to the enclosure. It seems hard to believe that the array of pottery, comprising
842 sherds, did not arise largely through the custom of throwing fragments of pot into the
ditch when entering or leaving the enclosure. Table V details the pottery in its layers. The
main concentration of sherds lies in layers 5-8, though stray sherds of Grooved Ware occur
as high as layer 3. The only Beaker sherd stratified in the ditch, belonging to a vessel of the
latest Southern British tradition, came from layers 45, and this is matched by a second sherd
from an unstratified context. The total exclusion of other wares from this section is interesting
when compared to the picture obtained in 1966 in the section through the northern sector
where Grooved Ware was rare and apparent Middle Neolithic pottery prominent. The
recurrence of late Beaker, however, at approximately the same stratigraphic position in
the two ditch sections, is worthy of note.

(e) Structure A

Eighteen sherds of Grooved Ware, including two finely decorated rims, were recovered
from Structure A in 1966. The style of decoration on the rims is well matched by P21g9 and
P220, both from the surface of the platform, and helps to place the structure within the
life span of the main site.

WINDMILL HILL WARE

The sherds found sealed beneath the bank in the northern sector represent 21 vessels of
which two, P15 and P16, carry short vertical incised lines internally, immediately beneath
the rim. Heavy rims of rolled-over and everted form predominate, though simple rim forms
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are also present, e.g. P12. All the rim forms can be matched amongst the flint- and sand-
gritted sherds from the ditches at Windmill Hill,® and the internal decoration can also be
paralleled in that context.? A similar but much weathered sherd, P20, from the surface of
the platform outside the Southern Circle, probably represents an old find reincorporated
and clearly belongs to this same series.

Of the two vessels represented by rim sherds found in the midden to the north-west of
the Southern Circle, one has a simple rim, P21, the other, P19, a T-rim of the type which
forms a recurrent but rare component of most Middle Neolithic assemblages.3

1 Smith, 1965, 43ff. The forms fall within the range
defined in fig. 11 as A-D.

2 e.g. ibid., fig. 25, no P156.

3e.g. ibid., fig. 11, rim form E; Clark, Higgs and
Longworth, 1960, fig. 21, P20 and 21.
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The pottery recovered from the ditch in its northern sector, quite different in character to
the flint-gritted Windmill Hill Ware from beneath the bank, deserves special comment.
The rim sherd, P23, at once recalls one of a group of curious sherds from Windmill Hill,?
again in sandy fabric. The stratified positions of the sherds from Windmill Hill, like those
from Durrington, would seem to establish that these sherds must be treated as a component
of the Middle Neolithic assemblage. The thickened rim sherd, P22, of similar paste is perhaps
best paralleled in form, though not in fabric, by a rim from Maiden Castle.?

PETERBOROUGH WARE

The only example of this ware from the site is a single rim sherd, P24, from post-hole 44.
This sherd, though weathered, can probably be classified as Mortlake Ware.

GROOVED WARE

Fabric and construction

The sherds of Grooved Ware recovered from the site display a wide range of fabric and
consequently the state of preservation varies considerably. While a small number of sherds
appear to have been well fired, i.e. above a temperature of 800°C., the vast majority are
friable with external surfaces ranging from light grey to brown enclosing an inner dark grey
core. Tempering materials added to the clay include shell, grog, sand, crushed burnt flint,
limestone and sandstone. Of these the most consistent additives appear to be grog and/or
shell and sand. A selection of sherds representing the range of fabrics which appeared
identifiable macroscopically were submitted to Mrs L. A. Finch of the M.P.B.W. Laboratory,
and her report appears as Appendix IX.

With the exception of the sherds P456 A-D, which may have been beaten out from a
single clay source, the Grooved Ware appears always to have been coil built.

In the subsequent catalogue all rims and sherds preserving base angle have been drawn
unless minute or fragmentary.® Wall sherds have been selected to display the total range of
decoration represented on the site. Less common techniques and motifs are therefore
proportionately over-represented in the illustrations. A breakdown of the assemblage
according to location and type of decoration can be obtained from Tables III-VI.

Form

Despite the size of the sherd collection, it has not proved possible to reconstruct more than
a handful of pots in their entirety. In the majority of instances individual vessels are repre-
sented by only a small fraction of their total. Emphasis must consequently be placed mainly
on lesser components of form, especially the rim and base.

As far as can be judged from the sherd collection, the majority of vessels belong to flat-
based vase forms whose height is considerably greater than their width. Upright straight- to

1 Smith, 1965, fig. 29, P233. 3 T am grateful to Mrs C. Boddington for making drawings
g g
2 Wheeler, 1943, fig. 30, no. 83. of the pottery in this report.
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barrel-sided vessels are characteristic and many of the rims suggest that closed forms are
recurrent. Open forms of the straight splay-sided Clacton type seem to be almost entirely
absent,! but vessels with trunco-conic bodies and recurved rims are well represented. The
minimum number of vessels represented, as suggested by the rim count, is 209, but thisis likely
to be a conservative estimate. A large proportion of the vessels seem to have their external
surface divided into an upper and lower zone, by a horizontal cordon set a quarter to a third
way down the height from the rim. A similar effect is sometimes created on vessels without
cordon, by a change in the decorative scheme at this point.

Rim forms

The 2662 rims recovered from the site display a wide range of shape. Thirty-four different
forms can be defined and are illustrated in fig. 20.

1. Pointed upright 17. Flattened with deep internal concave
2. Rounded upright surface
3. Flattened upright 18. Pointed, internally bevelled
4. Pointed closed 19. Pointed, internally bevelled with convex
5. Rounded closed external collar
6. Flattened closed 20. Pointed with expanded internal bevel
7. Upright asymmetrically pointed 21. Rounded with internal bevel
8. Everted with internal bevel 22. Flattened with internal bevel
9. Inturned 23. Flattened with internal vertical or
10. Expanded inturned slightly concave bevel
11. Expanded inturned above further 24. Pointed with deep vertical bevel
moulding 25. Internally and externally bevelled
12. Sharply inturned 26. Externally bevelled
13. Internal concave surface above hori- 27. Externally bevelled with internal thick-
zontal moulding ening
(a) shallow 28. Rounded with internal thickening
(b) medium 29. Rounded asymmetric with internal
(c) deep thickening
14. Rounded with internal concave surface g3o. Flattened with internal and external
15. Rounded with deep internal and exter- mouldings
nal concave surfaces 31. Pointed Z
16. Rounded with shallow internal and g2. Everted above external moulding
external concave surfaces 33. Shallow bead

34. Deep bead

The majority of the rims can be grouped under three main headings. Slightly less than
half can be classified as simple, represented by forms 1-7, 229, have well marked internal
bevels, represented by forms 18—25, and a further 149, carry a concave internal moulding,

1The very coarse undecorated storage vessel P27 is the 2 Fragmentary rims are excluded from the ensuing analy-
nearest approximation. sis, and rims from the same vessel are treated as a single
occurrence.
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F1c. 20. Rim forms

forms 13-17. The remaining forms comprise together only 149,. Full frequencies are set
out in fig. 21.

It is noticeable that with the minor exception of forms 11, 32 and 34, undecorated rims
occur in forms otherwise carrying typical Grooved Ware decoration. There seems no reason
to doubt, therefore, that undecorated vessels form an integral part of the complete assem-
blage.
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Fic. 21. Frequencies of rim forms

Bases

No evidence for other than flat bases was recovered from the site with the possible exception
of P453 and 456 A-D which may represent open bowls rather than lids. Of the 157 fragments
of base angle studied which were capable of analysis, the most frequent form showed a simple
angle formed by wall and base (fig. 22 A). Next most frequent were bases in which the wall
made a concave entry with the base, often more or less vertical at that point (fig. 22 B).
In only 17 instances was the vessel provided with a well-marked protruding foot (fig. 22 C),

“ kA

Simple A Concave B Protruding c

Fic. 22. Forms of base angle

while the number of undecorated vessels carrying forms A and C outnumber those carrying
decoration by a fair margin; the concave form B occurs more frequently on decorated than
on undecorated pots. It must be stressed, however, that the figures for undecorated base
angles need not necessarily be taken as synonymous with undecorated vessels. It is possible
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that some at least come from decorated vessels in which the ornament does not extend to
the very base of the pot. The actual figures are:

A B C
Undecorated 33 18 10
Decorated 23 26 7

Lugs
Four vessels carry horizontally perforated lugs, P21g—20, P317 and P523. In P21g—20
and P317 the perforation cuts deep into the wall of the vessel.

Binding holes

Five sherds carry circular holes drilled after firing for the reception of binding thongs
to repair cracks in broken vessels. Their presence in the assemblage is interesting as placing
beyond doubt that some vessels were already old and in need of repair when brought to
the site.

Sherds with rubbed edges

Two sherds, P450 from the old land surface beneath the northern bank and P449 from
the surface of the platform, are curious in having edges carefully rubbed down till smooth.
No obvious explanation can be put forward for this feature unless the sherds are a by-product
in the manufacture of grog for adding back into pottery.

Decoration

The three most common decorative techniques employed in the ornamentation of the
pottery from Durrington Walls are grooving, the use of applied or pinched-out cordons and
incision. Of lesser numerical importance are various forms of impression, twisted cord,
stab-and-drag, finger-pinched and finger-nail rustication and comb. The use of whipped
cord is confined to a single sherd, and no case of plaited cord is present in the collection.
In the following table the number of sherds carrying one of the decorative techniques is
followed by a column expressing these as a percentage of the total number of decorated
sherds of Grooved Ware from the site, to the nearest } %,.

TABLE VII
No. of sherds % of decorated sherds

Grooved 1306 44
Incised 554 19
Impressed 231 8
Twisted cord 71 2-5
Comb 27 I
Whipped cord 1 —
Rusticated 55 2
Stab-and-drag 72 2-5
Decorated cordons 306 10°5
Plain cordons 951 32
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Fic. 23. Decorative components used on top of rims

Rim decoration. Decoration applied to the top of the rim is a rare feature in the assemblage,
occurring only 18 times. The range of techniques employed is consequently restricted
(fig. 23), being confined to the use of a single grooved line, finger-nail or finger-tip impressions,
and a small range of simple incised and impressed strokes and jabs. No marked preferential
combination between rim form and decoration appears:

TABLE VIII
Rim forms
I 3 5 6 Vi 12 132 13C 14 20 22 23 29 Indef.

a — — — — — — 1 — — — —_ — 1 —

b — — I — — — — — — — — — — —
E c — — — — — — — — — — — 1 — 1
St
St
g d —_ —_ — — — 1 — — — — — — — —
8
§ e — == | == =] = = =| =] ===
=3
g £ I I
s 1 — | = — 1 e e e 1 1
8
é-‘ g — 2 —_ — — — —_ 1 2 —_ —_ —_ — 1

h — — — — — — —_ — — — — — 1 —

Internal decoration. Internal decoration is a more consistent feature, occurring on some
49 vessels. In all but nine instances the decoration is confined to a narrow zone immediately
beneath the rim or on the rim bevel. In one instance, P452, the decoration clearly covers a
major part of the internal surface of the vessel. The thin walled sherds P453 and P456 A-D
may belong to open bowls or lids.
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F16. 24. Components used in internal decoration

Techniques employed and motifs created have no great range and are illustrated in fig. 24.
Twisted cord occurs five times, always to create simple horizontal lines. Incision, stab-and-
drag and grooving are used in a similar way. On four occasions short diagonal incised lines
are employed, twice in isolation, once to fringe horizontal incised lines and once to cross
grooved horizontal lines. On one occasion only does an incised ladder pattern appear, P220.
A variety of impressed jabs and strokes are used in single or double rows or occasionally in
more haphazard arrangements.

Of rare occurrence, but of particular interest, are sherds from eight vessels which carry
complex incised decoration apparently over areas of the internal surface not confined to
those adjacent to the rim. The complex patterns, none of which can be totally restored,
include such elements as filled triangles, reserved chevrons, filled lozenges, filled and reserved
chevrons and bands of herringbone filling, as well as areas covered with more haphazard
groups of incised lines, P452—9.
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On one occasion the internal angle of the base, P451, has been enhanced by three hori-
zontal lines, the uppermost in stab-and-drag, the lower lines in grooved technique.

The associations of rim form with types of internal decoration are summarized in
Table IX.1

External Decoration
(a) Cordons

(i) Undecorated vertical

Under this heading are placed cordons, usually applied, which carry either no decoration
or no decoration distinct to the cordon as opposed to the wall of the vessel on which it occurs.
In this way cordons which carry decoration which has spilled over from the decoration of
the wall are treated as undecorated.

Vertical and, more rarely, horizontal cordons are sometimes used in isolation as the only
decoration of the external surface of the pot. These are usually multiple, either widely spaced,
e.g. P34, or closely set, e.g. P46, but occasionally triple settings of vertical cordons are
employed, e.g. P45.% In two instances vertical plain cordons are themselves subdivided into
deep zones by horizontal cordons, P26 and P47.

The majority of plain vertical cordons are, however, employed to subdivide the body of the
vessel into vertical panels, which are then ‘filled” with decoration in a variety of techniques.
The cordon is not always single. Double cordons are found, either set close together, P61, or
apart, e.g. P54 and P59. In other instances the area between the double cordons has been
decorated with a ‘ladder pattern’ of short horizontal grooved lines, P50-3. One instance of a
vertical wavy cordon can also be noted, P58.

The most common techniques used in filling the panels are grooving and incision to form
filled triangles or groups of opposed diagonal lines, e.g. P28 and P2g. Less commonly, grooved
diagonal lines set in the same plane are used, e.g. P63. Other forms of filling include twisted
cord, e.g. Pg8, finger-pinching, e.g. P110, impressions, e.g. P103, stab-and-drag, e.g. Pg2,
and groups of lightly incised diagonal lines, e.g. P106. Further combinations of techniques
are not common, but finger-pinched rustication occurs with grooving, e.g. P107-8, and
jabbed impressions with both incision and grooving, e.g. P1o2 and P77. Diagonal plain
cordons occur on a small number of sherds showing that occasionally the vertical body panels
were themselves subdivided in this way, e.g. P66 and P113.

Where enough of the vessel survives, it is noticeable that the upper ‘collar’ decoration
usually differs from that used on the body. Vertical cordons are essentially a lower body
decoration and are not normally used to decorate the upper zone. In three instances diagonal
cordons take their place, twice plain, i.e. P28 and P73, and once decorated, P125. In other
cases cordons are not employed and decoration is confined to grooved, incised, jabbed and
stab-and-drag patterns. In several instances the ornamentation used itself emphasizes the
difference between the upper and lower body of the vessel, e.g. P48, P49 and P77.

On a number of sherds the junction of the vertical cordons with the main horizontal cordon

1 P451 has been excluded from this table. statement that this is the sole form of decoration being
2 In some cases the size of the sherd prohibits a definite employed.
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subdividing the external surface of the vessel has been emphasized by pressing a thumb into
the clay, thus creating a disc with a hollow centre, e.g. P72.

(ii) Decorated vertical ,
As with plain cordons, decorated cordons are employed most frequently to subdivide
the lower body into vertical panels. The variety of decoration used on the cordons themselves
is considerable (fig. 25), i.e.:

1. Vertically grooved, e.g. P173
2. Vertically grooved plus grooved herringbone, e.g. P10
3. Grooved herringbone, e.g. P157
4. Rusticated, e.g. P166
5. Transverse strokes, e.g. P11g
6. Diagonal strokes, e.g. P120
7. Impressions, e.g. P128
8. Transverse incisions, e.g. P149
9. Diagonal incisions, e.g. P150
10. Discontinuous diagonal strokes and impressions, e.g. P156
11. Finger-nail/tip impressions, e.g. P124
1 '“ 2 ﬁ 3
Vertically grooved :fm'{g:g:‘;ﬁ:. Grooved herringbone
5 6
/
0
Rusticated Transverse strokes Diagonal strokes
7 8 9
[4
o
°
0 E
0
0 =
Impressions Transverse incisions | Diagonal incisions
10 1
Discontinuous diagonal Finger nail/tip
strokes and impressions impressions

F1c. 25. Types of decorated vertical cordons
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Decorated vertical cordons are usually used singly, but double, e.g. P141, and triple,
e.g. P120, examples also occur. Only rarely are they used in isolation, e.g. P123 and P12y,
the majority being associated with filled panel decoration. In this, grooved and incised
filled triangles and opposed groups of diagonal lines are the most frequent. Other techniques
include finger-pinched rustication and impressions, and in a few instances the vertical
panels have been further subdivided by diagonal cordons, e.g. P130 and P142.

In two instances, where sufficient of the vessel survives, vertical cordons extend to the rim,
i.e. P125 and P149, but in the majority of cases they appear to end at the main horizontal
cordon. As with the plain cordons the junction between decorated and plain cordon is
sometimes emphasized by a finger-tip disc.

(iii) Other cordons

In the majority of cases the main horizontal cordon dividing the external surface of the
vessel into an upper and lower zone appears to have been left undecorated, but in a few
instances this too has been ornamented. Jabbed impressions, finger-tip impressions and
rustication are employed, P1g6-P200.

Diagonal cordons, as already mentioned, occur both in the upper and lower zones of
decoration but in the majority of cases they appear to belong to the upper zone. They occur
both plain and decorated, usually singly, e.g. P183, but double cordons are also known,
e.g. P184, and in one instance a double opposed arrangement, i.e. P185. Curvilinear settings
are rare but are found, e.g. P191 and P19g2.

(b) Incision

The term incision is used here to mean simply a line drawn in the clay with a sharp
instrument, before firing.

Amongst the most finely and carefully decorated vessels recovered from the site are a
series whose body decoration has been divided into vertical panels by vertical incised lines,
i.e. P206—21. In this way, incised lines take the place of the cordons described in the previous
section. The vertical line is usually single, but on two vessels, P21g9 and P221, double incised
lines are used, and on another the scheme is further elaborated by horizontal incised lines
subdividing the vertical panels, P207. The filling in most instances is made with incised
filled triangles, but a few sherds show less elaborate use of vertical incised lines to make
similar vertical divisions in the decorative scheme, e.g. P206 and P210.

Fig. 26a, b summarizes other motifs created in incision. The majority are variations on
horizontal lines, used in isolation, to split or enclose patterns, diagonal lines, herringbone,
filled and unfilled triangles, or groups of opposed diagonal lines. A few sherds, however, are
clearly fragments from more complex schemes employing transversely filled bands, lozenges,
chevrons, sometimes coupled with reservation.

Incision is also occasionally combined with other techniques: twisted cord, stab-and-drag,
finger-pinched rustication and jabbed impressions.

(c) Grooving
The term grooving is used here to mean lines drawn in the clay with a blunt instrument,
before firing.
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Fic. 26b. Components of incised external decoration

Apart from the motifs already described, in which filled triangles and opposed groups of
diagonal grooved lines figure prominently, grooving is used repeatedly but the range of
motif created is not great (fig. 27). Horizontal lines to enclose or border patterns occur
frequently. The remaining instances largely comprise cases where short grooved strokes are
employed to create bands of short diagonal lines, herringbone, and complex diagonal
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chequer-board pattern, or less obvious schemes, incorporating vertical herringbone and
opposed groups of strokes.

(d) Cord decoration

While whipped cord appears only on a single sherd, P373, twisted cord seems to be a
more regular component in the range of decorative techniques employed on the site.

6
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Internally its use is confined to horizontal lines, e.g. P378, and externally a zone of hori-
zontal lines immediately beneath the rim is often employed, either in isolation, e.g. P§76,
or as an upper border to more complex multiple-technique ornamentation, e.g. P37s5.
Combinations here are confined to horizontal, vertical or diagonal plain cordons, decorated
horizontal and vertical cordons, incision and grooving. In some instances twisted cord has
been used to create the filled-triangle filling between vertical cordons more characteristically
found in grooved and incised techniques. On one vessel, P470, twisted cord lattice and opposed
groups of lines are used as a filling agent between finger-tip concentric circles. The main
usages and combinations are illustrated in fig. 28.
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Fic. 28. Components of twisted cord decoration

(e) Comb
A small number of sherds carry comb-impressed decoration. Three different techniques
can be noted:

(a) Use of a point-toothed comb to create short line motifs, e.g. P393.
(b) Use of a rectangular-toothed comb to create similar motifs, sometimes combined with
grooving or plain vertical cordons, e.g. P3g94—400.
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(¢) Use of a toothed comb dragged lightly across the surface of the vessel creating groups
of lightly incised parallel lines, e.g. Pgo1r—2.

The use of a comb is not common but clearly indicates absorption of traditions more at
home in a Beaker context.

(f) Finger-pinched, finger-tip and finger-nail rustication

Finger-pinching occurs on a small number of sherds often in association with plain or
vertical applied cordons. Used in this way it forms a filling to panels created by the vertical
cordons. On two sherds finger-pinching has been used to create ‘plastic’ ridges of the type
more familiar on late Beaker domestic ware, e.g. P424.

The use of simple finger-tip decoration appears to be rare at Durrington, and confined to a
small number of decorated cordons. Occasional use is also made of finger-tipping as a
bordering element or in more haphazard use.

Finger-nail impressions are equally rare, occurring on top of the rim (fig. 23 e), to decorate
cordons or haphazardly on the surface of a vessel.

(g) Stab-and-drag

Stab-and-drag appears as an occasional technique, usually used to create horizontal lines
employed either in isolation or as bordering lines. More complex patterns in the form of
filled triangles and groups of opposed lines are also found in the technique, e.g. P438—9.

(h) Other impressions

A variety of implements appear to have been used to create jabbed impressions, some of
which are certainly made with the end of a bone, e.g. P103. In the main, the impressions are
used either haphazardly or to make horizontal or vertical rows.

In only one instance are jabs used to create a dotted filling to a complex design — a rim
sherd with a grooved chevron and lozenge design, Pg17.

Curvilinear decoration. On at least four vessels curvilinear decoration is employed as a major
component of the decorative scheme immediately below the rim and above the horizontal
cordon, when this is present (fig. 29). In only one instance is this decoration quite clearly a
spiral, P471, formed by a finger-tip groove, each spiral being separated and enclosed by
horizontal grooved lines. On the remaining vessels the curvilinear decoration seems more
likely to be grooved or finger-tip grooved concentric circles, separated and enclosed by more
complex motifs. In one case, P474, the scheme appears to consist of short vertical strokes
above horizontal grooved lines enclosing, at one point, grooved herringbone, at another,
grooved filled triangles. On a second vessel, P462-9, the curvilinear designs are separated by
various motifs comprising horizontal grooved lines, horizontal and diagonal grooved lines and
grooved lattice. On a third vessel, P470, twisted cord takes the place of grooving to form
lattice, filled triangles and bordering horizontal lines.

Other examples of the use of curvilinear decoration seem extremely rare, being confined
to two sherds, one carrying short vertical strokes above arcs set against a vertical incised line,
P475; the other, arcs set against opposed diagonal incised lines, P477. In both cases the
curvature of the lines may be fortuitous rather than intentional.
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Fic. 29. Spiral and concentric circle decoration

BEAKER

The 71 sherds of Beaker and related pottery recovered from the site represent a2 minimum
of 27 vessels and a probable maximum of 38. No vessel is represented by more than a small
fraction of its total, and many of the sherds are too small to allow detailed comment.

Cord
Two small rim sherds, P568 and P569, represent the only sherds from the site which might
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be considered to belong to All-Over Cord Beaker. Both were found in the material from the
surface of the platform.

Comb-decorated

Eighteen sherds carry comb decoration including one base angle and four rims. With the
exception of P571 from the Northern Circle, all the sherds come from the Midden, the
surface of the platform or from the plough soil above the platform.

None of the sherds appears to belong to early Beaker groups whereas several carry traits
which are positively late. P576 with its alternate rows of comb lines and finger-pinching
resembles a Beaker from Ely, Cambs., belonging to phase 2 of Clarke’s Northern British
tradition,’ and the wall sherds P578 incorporating an ‘ermine’ fringe could well belong
here.?

Incised

Seventeen sherds carry incised decoration and are likely to belong to an advanced stage
of the Southern British tradition. Two sherds, P595-6, from a similar, if not the same vessel —
one found stratified in the southern ditch layer 4-5, the other from the same ditch section
but unstratified — clearly belong to the latest phase of the Southern British tradition when
biconical shapes become typical. The form and use of rough multiple incised chevron
decoration is strikingly similar to a Beaker from Wilsford G62.3 Two features, however, of the
Durrington Walls sherds are atypical: the use of dot filling visible above the shoulder of
P596, and the long horizontal perforation through the shoulder visible in P5g5.

Two sherds almost certainly from the same Beaker P593—4, one from the Midden, the
other from post-hole 50, carry a carefully executed incised vertical panel decoration, the
panels being filled with alternate reserved and lattice-filled triangles. This design suggests
that the vessel belongs to the latest phases of the Southern British tradition, when lattice-
filled incised designs became prevalent, and here too belong four sherds from a squat,
presumably biconical Beaker with protruding foot and lattice-filled incised design from
post-hole 71, P597 A-D.

The remaining sherds decorated with incised filled and reserved triangles, while belonging
to the Southern tradition, date perhaps to an earlier phase, though the heavy bevel on the
rim P586 is again a later feature.

Rusticated

Six sherds, probably from the same vessel, carry a light haphazard finger-nail impressed
decoration of the type normally associated with relatively early Beaker pottery, P6og A-D.
A sherd from post-hole g5, P602, carries a lightly incised stroke ornament, similar to that on
a squat Beaker from Brandon Fields, Suffolk,* and a second sherd, P603, probably from a
similar vessel but incorporating a horizontal line motif comes from post-hole 102. Both
sherds are likely to belong to early Beaker groups.

1 Clarke, 1970, No. 69. 3 Dev. Cat. No. 135; Clarke, 1970, No. 1177.
2 cf. ibid., No. 1140, an N2 Beaker from Shrewton 5K, 4 Clarke, 1970, No. 853.
Wilts.
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The remaining sherds carry the types of heavy rusticated decoration more comparable
to the domestic component of late Beaker assemblages. Under this heading would fall the
sherds from hearth g5, in the northern ditch section, P598 and two sherds, P599 and P6oo,
from the Midden. Here too, perhaps, should be placed the stroke and ridge decorated
Beaker, also from hearth 5 in the northern ditch, P6or.

Related vessels

Under this heading may be placed a small number of sherds which, if not actually
from Beakers themselves, are clearly closely related. These comprise two rims from the
Midden, one with diagonal comb lines, P607, the other carrying an incised zoned decora-
tion of short vertical lines enclosed between horizontal lines, immediately beneath the rim,
P608.

The remaining sherds, a rim from the surface of the platform, P6os, and a wall sherd from
post-hole 83, P606, carry a finely executed decoration both internally and externally of
rectilinear patterns outlined with incision and filled with comb or pointed implement
impressions. The form of the rim suggests that these may come from shallow lids rather
than bowls.

CATALOGUE
(figs. 30-64)
P: Three rim sherds of compact paste tempered with flint grit, grey externally, grey to brown
internally.
Old land surface beneath northern bank.
P2 Rim sherd of compact paste tempered with flint grit, grey to brown externally, brown internally,

internal surface weathered.
Old land surface beneath northern bank.

P3 Rim sherd of compact sandy paste tempered with flint grit, grey externally, brown to grey
internally.
Old land surface beneath northern bank.

Py Rim sherd of compact paste tempered with flint grit, grey to brown both faces.
Old land surface beneath northern bank.

Py Rim sherd of compact, slightly porous paste tempered with flint grit, grey to brown externally,
grey internally.
Old land surface beneath northern bank.

P6 Three rim sherds of compact paste, tempered with flint and other grit, grey to brown externally,
more generally grey internally.
Old land surface beneath northern bank.

Py Two rim sherds of compact rather sandy paste tempered with flint grit, grey to reddish-brown
both faces.
Old land surface beneath northern bank.

P8 Rim sherd of compact rather sandy paste tempered with flint grit, grey to reddish-brown both
faces.
Old land surface beneath northern bank.
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Rim sherd of compact paste, tempered with flint grit, grey to reddish-brown both faces.

Old land surface beneath northern bank.

Two rim sherds of compact sandy paste tempered with flint grit, grey to brown both faces.

Old land surface beneath northern bank.

Three rim sherds of rather soft paste, tempered with a large quantity of flint and other grits,
dark grey throughout.

Old land surface beneath northern bank.

Rim sherd of compact rather sandy paste tempered with flint and other grit, grey externally,
grey to reddish-brown internally.

Old land surface beneath northern bank.

Rim sherd of compact sandy paste tempered with flint grit, orange throughout.

Old land surface beneath northern bank.

Two rim sherds of fine compact paste, tempered with a little flint and grog, light grey to brown
throughout.

Old land surface beneath northern bank.

Rim sherd of compact sandy paste, tempered with a little fine flint grit, orange to grey both
faces.

Decoration: internally, short vertical incised lines beneath the rim.

Old land surface beneath northern bank.

Rim sherd of compact sandy paste, tempered with flint grit, reddish-brown both faces.
Decoration: internally, short vertical incised lines beneath the rim.

Old land surface beneath northern bank.

Two rim sherds of compact paste, tempered with flint grit, light brown both faces with grey core.
One sherd carries remains of incomplete drill hole, made after firing.

Old land surface beneath northern bank.

Rim sherd of compact sandy paste tempered with flint grit, grey throughout.

Old land surface beneath northern bank.

Undecorated rim sherd of compact sandy paste with some fine grit. Patchy red to dark grey
throughout.

Midden.

Undecorated rim sherd of compact sandy paste. Red throughout. Heavily weathered.

Surface of platform.

Two undecorated rim sherds of compact paste tempered with much fine grit. Brown externally,
grey internally with grey core.

Midden.

Rim sherd of compact paste tempered with some flint grit, black throughout, burnished inside
and out.

Northern ditch, layer 5.

Rim sherd of compact sandy paste tempered with some shell and other grit, grey both faces with
reddish-brown core.

Northern ditch, layer 5.

Rim sherd of crumbly paste. Red to grey externally, red internally. Weathered.

Decoration: rows of blurred impressions.

Post-hole 44.

Thirty-five sherds of vessel including rim, of fairly compact paste tempered with grit including
shell. Patchy brown to dark brown externally, brown internally with grey core.

Decoration: below the rim a single row of impressions above horizontal grooved lines with a
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Fic. g2. Grooved Ware (})

grooved filled triangle design beneath. This decoration is bordered beneath by a horizontal
cordon, itself decorated with a horizontal groove and transverse impressions, and from this
descend vertical cordons decorated with grooved herringbone separating panels of grooved
filled triangles.

Surface of platform.
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One hundred and thirty-seven sherds including rim from a vessel of coarse paste tempered with a
considerable amount of grit and grog. Reddish-brown to grey externally, brown to grey inter-
nally with dark grey core.

Decoration: irregular plain applied vertical cordons broken some way down the vessel by a
broader horizontal plain cordon.

Southern ditch, layer 8.

Sherds, including rim, from a vessel of very coarse paste tempered with large quantity of grit.
Brown both faces with dark grey core. Undecorated.
Post-hole 44.

Two sherds from the rim and body, of flaky paste tempered with crushed shell. Light brown to
grey both faces with dark grey core. Surface in parts eroded. Has been smoothed.

Decoration: combines diagonal applied cordons and diagonal incised lines above a single
horizontal cordon. From this descend vertical cordons dividing the surface into panels, some
filled with diagonal and opposed diagonal incised lines.

(Possible grain impression on internal surface.)

Post-hole 51.

Thirteen sherds including rim of fairly soft paste tempered with grit including grog and a little
flint. Brown with some orange tones both faces, with grey core.

Decoration: on the internal edge of the rim a single row of diagonal impressed strokes. On the
external surface two, extending to four, rows of diagonal to vertical impressed strokes above
groups of diagonal incised lines. Beneath the collar, vertical cordons enclose and separate panels
of opposed diagonal grooved lines, some of which run onto the cordons.

Post-hole 51.

Base angle of flaky paste tempered with grit. Brown to grey externally, grey internally.
Decoration: remains of vertical plain cordons.
Post-hole 49.

Base angle, patchy brown to grey both faces with dark grey core. Remains of vertical plain
cordons.

Midden.

Base angle of fairly compact paste tempered with grit, light brown both faces with dark grey core.
Decoration: vertical plain cordons.

Midden.

Base angle of coarse paste tempered with grit. Brown both faces with dark grey core.
Decoration: roughly vertical applied cordons.

Post-hole g7.

Four sherds comprising the base and lower part of a vessel of compact paste. Light brown
externally, dark grey internally. Surface smoothed.

Decoration: vertical applied plain cordons.

Post-hole 50.

Three sherds including base angle of flaky paste. Light brown to grey externally, brown intern-
ally with dark grey core.

Decoration: remains of wide vertical cordons.

Southern ditch, layer 8.

Rim sherd of compact sandy paste. Dark grey externally, reddish brown internally.
Decoration: externally a plain vertical applied cordon extends beyond the line of the rim.
Post-hole 51.
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Base angle of flaky paste tempered with a little grit and grog. Light brown throughout. Remains
probably of vertical cordon.

Post-hole g1.

Wall sherd of flaky paste tempered with much crushed shell. Brown externally, grey internally.
Decoration: vertical plain cordons.

Surface of platform.

Wall sherd of flaky paste, brown both faces with dark grey core.

Decoration: plain cordons.

Post-hole 21.

Wall sherd of flaky paste. Light brown externally, grey internally, surface smoothed.
Decoration: plain vertical cordons.

Post-hole 68.

Wall sherd of flaky paste tempered with much shell. Light brown both faces with grey core.
Decoration: plain cordons.

Post-hole 21.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with large grits including flint and ?chalk. Brown
externally, light brown internally with dark grey core.

Decoration: remains of incised ornament above horizontal plain cordon from which descend
three plain vertical cordons.

Post-hole 78.

Base angle of coarse paste tempered with large grits and some grog. Reddish brown to brown
externally, internal surface lost. Dark grey core. Undecorated, probable remains of slight
vertical plain cordon.

Occupation earth.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with some grit. Patchy grey to brown both faces with
dark grey core.

Decoration: vertical plain cordons above and below horizontal plain cordon.

Post-hole 71.

Wall sherd of fairly compact paste tempered with shell. Brown both faces with dark grey core.
Decoration: three vertical plain cordons.

Post-hole 50.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with grog and shell. Reddish brown both faces with dark
grey core.

Decoration: multiple applied irregular vertical cordons.

Post-hole 49.

Wall sherd of crumbly paste tempered with grit including shell and grog. Brown both faces
with dark grey core. Heavily weathered.

Decoration: two horizontal plain cordons separate and enclose vertical cordons.

Midden.

Twenty-five sherds including wall and base of a vessel of compact sandy paste tempered with
shell. Patchy brown both faces with dark grey core.

Decoration: grooved triangle pattern filled with diagonal finger-nail impressions above plain
cordon from which descend vertical to diagonal applied cordons.

Midden.

Two sherds including rim of coarse paste tempered with grit including chalk. Brown externally
to dark brown internally with dark grey core. Surface smoothed.

Decoration: a zone of horizontal incised lines above grooved herringbone. These zones are
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terminated by a horizontal cordon from which descends a vertical cordon separating panels of
diagonal incised lines and horizontal grooved lines.

Post-hole 22.

Three wall sherds of compact sandy paste tempered with grit. Reddish brown externally, dark
grey internally.

Decoration: row of grooved herringbone above cordon. From this descend two plain cordons
enclosing short horizontal grooved lines and separating panels of diagonal incised lines and
filled triangles.

Midden.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with shell. Reddish brown externally, reddish brown
to grey internally.

Decoration: remains of diagonal grooved lines above horizontal cordon. From this descend a
pair of cordons enclosing horizontal stab-and-drag strokes and separating panels of diagonal and
opposed diagonal incised lines.

Post-hole 46.

Wall sherd of compact paste. Reddish brown externally, brown to grey internally.

Decoration: two vertical cordons enclose horizontal stab-and-drag impressions and separate
panels of diagonal and opposed diagonal incised lines.

Post-hole 21.

Two fragments including base angle of vessel of sandy paste tempered with some grit. Brown
externally, brown to dark grey internally.

Decoration: vertical plain applied cordons enclosing short horizontal grooved lines and
separating panels of incised filled triangles.

Post-hole 45.

Wall sherd of flaky paste tempered with grit. Light yellowish brown both faces with grey core.
Decoration: two applied vertical cordons separate panels of diagonal grooved lines.

(? grain impression.)

Post-hole 37

Wall sherd of compact sandy paste. Brown externally, brown to grey internally.

Decoration: double plain cordon and lightly incised opposed lines.

Post-hole 45.

Wall sherd of crumbly paste tempered with a little shell or chalk. Orange throughout.
Decoration: remains of diagonal lightly grooved lines above horizontal cordon. From this
descend two plain applied vertical cordons to one side of a panel of diagonal grooved lines.
Post-hole 33.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with some shell. Brown throughout.

Decoration: double vertical cordon separating and crossed by opposed diagonal incised lines.
Post-hole 23.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with much shell. Light brown externally, grey internally
with dark grey core.

Decoration: vertical wavy cordon separates opposed diagonal grooved lines.

Southern ditch, layer 6B—7.

Wall sherd of compact sandy paste. Light brown both faces with dark grey core.

Decoration: pair of vertical plain cordons separate panels of incised lines.

Post-hole 7o.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with some grit. Grey externally, light brown internally.
Decoration: vertical cordon decorated with central groove separates diagonal grooved and
opposed diagonal grooved lines.

Surface of platform.
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Fic. 36. Grooved Ware (3)
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Wall sherd of sandy paste tempered with shell. Orange throughout.

Decoration: double vertical plain cordon separates complex incised panellcd decoration.
Post-hole 139.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with grit. Grey to light brown externally, greyish brown
internally, with dark grey core.

Decoration: plain cordon separates lightly grooved diagonal lines.

Post-hole 43.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with some flint. Brown to grey externally, light brown
internally.

Decoration: vertical plain cordon separates diagonal grooved lines. Finger-tip impression
probably marks junction of vertical and horizontal cordons.

Southern ditch, layer 8.

Two wall sherds of fairly compact paste tempered with grog and grit. Light brown both faces
with dark grey core.

Decoration: horizontal cordon carrying broad shallow groove from which descend vertical
cordons separating panels of grooved diagonal and chevron lines.

Post-hole 7o0.

Wall sherd of flaky paste, greyish brown both faces with dark grey core.

Decoration: vertical cordon separates diagonal grooved lines.

Post-hole 43.

Wall sherd of flaky paste, brown externally, internal surface lost.

Decoration: vertical and diagonal cordons separate and enclose grooved lines.

Post-holes 62.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with much fine grit. Brown both faces.

Decoration: vertical cordon separates groups of diagonal and opposed diagonal grooved lines.
Post-hole 23.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with ?grog and a little grit. Orange both faces with
light grey core.

Decoration: vertical cordon separates panels of grooved lines.

Post-hole 62.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with some grit. Brown externally, grey to brown internally
with grey core.

Decoration: plain cordon separates diagonal grooved lines.

Post-hole 50.

Wall sherd of compact sandy paste tempered with some shell. Grey externally, brown internally
with grey core.

Decoration: vertical plain cordon separates panels of diagonal grooved lines and grooved
filled triangles.

Southern ditch, layer 8.

Wall sherd of flaky paste tempered with grit including crushed burnt flint. Light brown both
faces with dark grey core.

Decoration: groups of diagonal and opposed diagonal incised and grooved lines run over a
slight vertical cordon.

Post-hole 45.

Wall sherd of sandy paste tempered with large quantity of grit including shell. Patchy grey to
brown externally, brown internally with dark grey core.

Decoration: junction of horizontal and vertical plain cordons marked by a finger-tip disc. Above
the horizontal and on each side of the vertical cordon, diagonal grooved lines.

Southern ditch, layers 6B-7 and 8.
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Rim sherd of flaky paste tempered with crushed shell. Black throughout.

Decoration: groups of opposed incised diagonal lines run onto a diagonal cordon.

Post-hole 51.

Wall sherd of fairly compact paste tempered with much grit. Patchy brown externally, grey
internally with grey core.

Decoration: vertical plain cordon descends from horizontal plain cordon with remains of
diagonal grooved lines in the angle, and traces of incised lines above horizontal cordon.
Pipe-trench old land surface.

Wall sherd of flaky paste tempered with some grit. Orange throughout.

Decoration: cordon separates panels of incised opposed diagonal lines.

Post-hole 42.

Wall sherd of flaky paste tempered with shell. Grey internally, orange externally with dark
grey core.

Decoration: plain vertical cordon separates groups of incised lines.

Post-hole 23.

Wall sherd of fairly compact paste tempered with some grog. Patchy reddish brown to grey
externally, brown internally with dark grey core.

Decoration: remains of diagonal incised line and horizontal rows of impressions above and on
horizontal cordon. From this descends a vertical cordon separating panels of lightly incised
diagonal lines. Surface smoothed.

Post-hole go.

Wall sherd of compact paste. Light brown throughout.

Decoration: vertical cordon separates finely incised opposed line motif.

Post-hole 33.

Wall sherd of sandy paste tempered with some grit. Reddish brown both faces with dark grey
core.

Decoration: applied plain vertical cordon with diagonal incised line decoration on either side.
Post-hole 12.

Wall sherd of flaky paste tempered with large quantity of shell. Yellow throughout.
Decoration: remains of incised decoration above horizontal plain cordon. From this descends
vertical plain cordon with finger-tip disc at junction. The vertical cordon separates panels of
opposed diagonal incised lines.

Post-hole 44.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with some grit. Reddish brown externally, reddish brown
to grey internally with grey core.

Decoration: plain vertical cordon separates panels of lightly incised diagonal lines.

Post-hole 7o.

Wall sherd of compact paste. Light brown externally, brown internally with dark grey core.
Decoration: applied vertical cordon and opposed incised lines.

Post-hole 74.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with grog. Reddish brown externally, greyish brown
internally with dark grey core.

Decoration: remains of plain cordon and opposed incised lines.

Post-hole 81.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with some grit. Brown to dark grey both faces.
Decoration: vertical plain cordon separates groups of opposed diagonal incised lines.

Surface of platform.
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Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with grit including quartz. Brown both faces with dark
grey core.

Decoration: remains of vertical cordon and opposed incised line pattern.

Post-hole 65.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with grit. Grey to brown both faces with grey core.
Decoration: plain vertical cordon separates panels of lightly grooved opposed diagonal lines.
Southern ditch, terminal layer 5.

Wall sherd of fine compact paste. Grey to brown externally, brown internally.

Decoration: plain cordon with roughly executed finely incised opposed line motif.

Post-hole 62.

Base angle of fairly compact paste tempered with a little grit. Brown externally, reddish brown
to grey internally.

Decoration: vertical applied cordon with remains of horizontal and diagonal incised lines.
Post-hole 22.

Base angle of sandy paste. Brown externally, internal surface lost. Grey core.

Decoration: remains of vertical cordon and diagonal incised lines.

Post-hole 21.

Base angle of sandy paste tempered with a little grit. Brown externally, dark reddish brown to
grey internally.

Decoration: an incised filled triangle pattern runs onto a vertical cordon.

Occupation earth.

Base angle of compact paste. Greyish brown externally, light brown internally with grey core.
Decoration: remains of vertical plain cordons enclosing and separating incised lines.

Southern ditch, layer 6B-7.

Thirteen sherds including rim of flaky paste. Dark grey to brown externally, brown internally
with dark grey core.

Decoration: roughly horizontal stab-and-drag lines above diagonal stab-and-drag lines,
combining lower down the body with vertical plain cordons.

Post-hole 73.

Six sherds of a vessel of flaky paste tempered with some shell. Brown to grey both faces.
Decoration: rows of diagonally placed short strokes above horizontal cordon, the upper surface
decorated with a row of diagonal strokes in similar fashion. From the horizontal cordon descends
a vertical plain cordon separating further vertical rows of diagonally placed strokes. One sherd
shows remains of binding hole.

Surface of platform.

Eleven sherds including base angle of vessel of flaky paste tempered with a little grit. Brown
externally, dark grey internally.

Decoration: applied vertical cordons separating panels of stab-and-drag lines.

Post-hole 73.

Wall sherd of compact paste tempered with a little grit.

Decoration: diagonal twisted cord lines above horizontal plain cordon. From this descend two
applied plain vertical cordons adjoining panel of diagonal twisted cord lines.

Southern ditch, unstratified.

Two wall sherds of flaky paste tempered with a little shell. Light brown to brown externally,
dark brown to grey internally with grey core.

Decoration: a vertical plain cordon separates panels of diagonal twisted cord lines.

Post-hole 85.
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