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Summary Report 
• • • 

An archaeological watching 

brief was carried out during 

topsoil removal at 16 Asylum 

Road London SE15 2RL in 

advance of construction of two 

houses in the western half of 

the property’s garden. Natural 

superficial geology (Langley 

Silt) was observed consistently 

across the excavation area. No 

archaeological finds were 

made. 

 



 16 Asylum Road Archaeology  

• • • 

� 2 

Projects Status Report Version Control 

 

Prepared By: 
 

Document Owner(s) Project/Organization Role 

Jay Carver (BaHons;MIFA) Director 4AD Consultants Ltd 

  

  

  

  

 

 

Version Date Author Change Description 

1.0 1 May, 2013 JJC Issued to LBS 

    

    

    

 

Contents 

Summary Report ........................................................................................................................................... 1 

1. Site location................................................................................................................................................ 3 

2. Context of the project ................................................................................................................................ 3 

3. Planning background................................................................................................................................ 4 

4. Results ........................................................................................................................................................ 4 

5. Conclusions ............................................................................................................................................... 6 

6. Publication and dissemination proposals ............................................................................................... 6 

7. Archive ....................................................................................................................................................... 6 

8. References .................................................................................................................................................. 6 

 

  



 16 Asylum Road Archaeology  

• • • 

� 3 

1. Site location  
The development site was located in the London Borough of Southwark, South East 

London and occupied the western half of the garden of 16 Asylum Road Peckham (post 

code SE15 2RL) (Figure 1). The central OS grid point is:534824 177267. 

 

Figure 1 Site Location (red dot) MapQuest OpenStreetMaps Tiles: (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, CC-BY-SA. 

Tiles Courtesy of MapQuest (http://www.mapquest.com). 

2. Context of the project 
The site lies partially within an archaeological priority zone (Figure 2) designated due to it 

being the possible route of the London to Lewes Roman Road that is documented to pass 

down the east side of Asylum Road. The site is also within a short distance of the 

projected line of the former River Peck valley.  See the written scheme of investigation for 

the project for a full discussion of the desk based evidence (Carver 2012). 
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Figure 2 Site (red outline) in relation to London Borough of Southwark Archaeological Priority Zone (APZ): London to 
Lewes Road (Green shaded area) (Map extract from LBS Southwark Maps) 

3. Planning background 
Planning permission for two houses was granted subject to conditions. These are set out 

in the Written Scheme of Investigation (Carver 2012). 

The submission of this report to the London Borough of Southwark archaeologist fully 

discharges all remaining conditions related to archaeology (9, 10, 11). 

4. Results 
A watching brief was carried out by 4AD Consultants on behalf of Quay2C on 24 April 

2013. A 3 tonne excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket was used to carefully 

remove 500mm thickness of post medieval and modern topsoil (Plate 1). An area 2.5 wide 

and 24m in length was stripped adjacent to the garden wall boundary with No14 Asylum 

Road (Figure 3 site plan). This revealed homogenous and undisturbed natural Langley Silt 

across the entire area of the topsoil strip (Plate 2 and 3).  
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Plate 1: Excavator removing topsoils –from east 

        

Plate 2 and 3: Completed strip of area from west 
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The top of the Langley Silt was recorded at 2.13m OD. The level was established with a 

line and sprit level from a temporary bench mark (3.15m OD) located on the top of the 

kerb in adjacent Albert Way that forms the western boundary of the site.   

Post medieval artefacts and modern material was observed in the topsoil consistent with 

use of the site as a residential garden and previously as market gardens. No earlier 

cultural artefacts were observed. No artefacts were retained.  

No alluvial soils indicative of the potential location of the River Peck Valley were present 

within the investigation area. The natural geology, Langley Silt deposit, was observed to 

be flat with no topographic variation.  

No evidence for the London to Lewes Roman Road, roadside activity or settlement or any 

Roman cultural artefacts were present.  

On completion of the area strip the Southwark Borough Council Archaeologist was 

contacted and agreed there was no justification for continuing the watching brief across to 

the southern side of the garden area. 

5. Conclusions  
Evidence for the former River Peck valley is likely to be found within an area further to the 

west of the development site. Evidence for the London to Lewes Roman Road and any 

associated activity has not been identified to the west of Asylum Road at this site. As 

indicated by the historical observations (Carver 2012), archaeology relating to the Roman 

Road is more likely to be revealed by investigation within Asylum Road itself or to the east 

of the modern road. 

6. Publication and dissemination proposals  
A summary report shall be prepared for the London Archaeologist annual round up and 

submitted to the LAARC. An OASIS form shall be submitted to the GLHER. 

7. Archive 
The written scheme of investigation (Carver 2012) and this fieldwork report forms the 

entire site archive. These have been submitted to LBS and LAARC. 
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Figure 3: Site plan of area subject to watching brief. Area measured 24m length by 2.5m width (Grid squares are 
100m) 
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