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S/eeffield Casl/s.-\[r. A. Leslie Armstroog, F.S.A., Local Secretary,
sends the following note :-Excavations between October rgzT and
January rgz8, on the site of new premises for the Brightside
and Carbrook Co-operative Society at the corner of Waingate and
Exchange Street, Sheffield, have revealed extensive remains of the
historic castle built by Thomas de Furnival in rzjc and demolished
by order of Parliament in t648. ft is almost unbelievable that no
authentic plan has come down to us of a building of such importance
as Sheffield Castle undoubtedly was during medievai times, or that no
record, even locally, has been preserved of its situation. Such, hou,ever,
is the case, and so thoroughly was the work of demolition carried out
that the site of the building has long been a subject of controvers)'.
On the evidence of old place-names, such as 'Castle Green', 'Castle
Folds', etc., most local historians favoured a location near the junction
of the rivers Sheaf and Don for the castle itselfl, and it is rvithin this
area that the remains have recently been discovered.

At the Conquest, the Manor of Hallam was held by Waltheof, earl
oi Northumberland, Huntingdon, and }.Iorthampton, rvho is known to
have had an aula there, and, though conclusive evidence is lacking,
we have reason to believe that the site of the Saxon aula was that of
the medieval castle. Unquestionably the baronial hall of Waltheof's
successors in the Lordship of Hallam, the Lovetots, existed on that
site in rrco and passed, by marriage, to the Furrrivals betrveen 1176
and . t r 8 r. In rz66 this buildirg was destroyed by the barons,
and, in tz7o, Thonras de Furnival received pernrission from the king
to rebuild and fortify his castle. It is part of this thirteenth-centurv
building and its defences which have now been uncovered. In vierv of
the fact that in the days of its prime, when George, earl o[ Shrews-
bury, held the Lordship, Mary Queen of Scots was imprisoned there
for over twelve years, the ruins and relics recovered have an added
interest for the historian. The remains uncovered extend lor a distance
of 4o ft. from east to west and comprise the base of a massive circr-rlar
bastion, or angle tower, having a radius of zo {t and u,alls upu'ards ol
T.z ft. in thickness, which flanked an important gateu,al'situated at the
SE. corner of the castle, probably the principal entrance. tt is
believed that this tower is one of trvo rvhich defended the gateway.
Between the two was a projecting rectangular gate-house of slightly
later date and approximately hall of this structnre has been found.
The wall of the bastion is of tooled ashlar, in rz in. courses, and rises
from a nlagnificent ashlar plinth 21 in. deep, in two bold chamfers.
The gate-house wall is clearly of more recent construction and of
inferior workmanship. ft has a similar but modified plinth course.
Below the plinth the walls of both are boldly splayed outwards, at an
angle of 7 5", into the moat, which is at this point 3o ft. wide and zr ft.
deep, measured from the surface level at the period of demolition.
Walling to a total height of zo ft. has been exposed and numerous
sections of the moat obtained, from rvhich it is evident that, in the
eonsiderable length located, the only portion rvhich approached the
castle was that opposite the gate=house: a fact rvhich suggests that
the moat probably ante-dates the castle. Immediately opposite
the gate-house, and oceupying a central position in the moat, a massive
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