
 

 

NOTICES OF THE

GEZIITIQ‘ filfiiistmfg at the éUi/Eurugc at Qtluxtna

IN NORFOLK.

COMMUN ICATED BY

THE REV. ('ri MUNFORD, VICAR OFJEAST Wmcn.

Tin-1 Leiger Book of the Augustinian Priory of Bliburgh

in Suilblli is a beautiful manuscript on vellum, written in a

small and much contracted character, apparently about the

close of the fifteenth century. It consists of 124 pages in

quarto, and is in excellent preservation. W'hcther this be

what Sir Richard Gipps referred to, in his Suffolk Collections,

when he said the Register of the priory of Bliburgh was in

Gresham College Library, we have no means of judging:

Tanner, however, seems to have doubted Sir Richard’s as-

sertion; and we believe the present manuscript has been in

the possession of the Blo’is family ever since they became

owners of the site of the priory.

This Leiger Book, although of course chiefly relating to

Suffolk, contains some few things which will probably be of

interest to Norfolk Archaeologists, as serving to fill up certain

lacuna: of our county historians.

In his account of the parish of Claxton, Blonietield, or

rather Parkin, when mentioning the church, merely observes :

“The ehureh ot‘ St. Andrew at (‘laxton was appropriated
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to the Priory ot' Bliburgh, to which it was probably given

by W'illiam de Cheney, Lord of this town in the reign of

Henry II.”

From the following document, which is here given in extczzso,

it will be seen that the appropriation of the church of St.

Andrew at Claxton to the Priory of Bliburgh was made by

Roger de Claxton,—ot the same family, probably, as the

“falter do Claxton, who, Par-kin says, “had an interest in

Claxton in the 20th of Henry III.” (1236.) Unfortunately,

the grants copied into this Leiger Book are most of them

without date, but f/zz‘s, from its being confirmed by John of

Oxford, who was consecrated Bishop of Norwich in 1175,

must have been prior to that period.

The earliest vicar of Claxton in Parkin’s list, was John

Fowas, who was instituted in 1334 ; but there must have been

several before him, as the charter of John de Grey, Bishop

of Norwich, to be given below, proves that provision for the

sustentation of a vicar here, had been made more than a

century previous to that event; their names, however, with

two exceptions which we shall meet with b" and bye, are

now utterly lost.

Grant of t/m (Vt/(rel; of Sf. AIM/rear (/t (Var/012 {a Mr

Priory Qf B]17)H)'g/1, by Roger (/0 (Van'fon.

“Domino ct vcne‘abili patri spirituali Johanni Dei gratia

Norwiei Episcopo, Rogerus dc Clackestune salutem. NOVt‘l‘ll,

sancta discreeio vestra me quantum ad advoeatum et ad

personam laicam pertinet coneessisse dedisse ct earta mea

confirmavisse eeclesiam saneti Andree de Clakestune cum

omnibus pertinentiis suis eeclesie sancte Marie de Blyburgh

et eanonicis ibidem Deo servientibus in liberznn et perpetnam

elemosinam pro amore Dei et pro salute anime 11108 et uxoris

mee Laurette et anteeessoruin Incorum et pro salute aniine
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benevolcntiam (1113111 Yestrzun hubetis implore quatcnns con- 5; (

cessionis et denucienis nice elemosinam et autoritatc vestru

confirnmre digneinini. lliis testibus, Odone presbitcro dc.

Hussebi, Hcrveo sacreste de Blyburgh, Rogero sacreste de

 Stoiu, Ricardo clerico de Senges, Ernaldo de Blybnrgh,

lliézlrdo dc Blyhnrgh.“ ()1. d.)

 
1 some time between the year 1175, when he was consecrated

1 to the see of Norwich, and 1900, when he died. (11.) At 11 I

subsequent period 110 added (1 second charter, reserving the z 1

rights of the Archdeacon of Suffolk, and due obedience to

l

1 This grant was accordingly confirmed by John of Oxford 1‘ 1‘

1
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appointment of :1 Vi '111'. (13.)
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the church at Norwich, as well as making provision for the '1}!

Q
|

In the sixth year of his episcopaey (1206), J01111 de Grey, 1

i
1

successor to J01111 of Oxford in the Bishoprick of Norwich.

inspected the charter of his predecessoe, 11nd confirmed the w

$111110, as below. ((i‘.)
1

(A)
i  

Celt/irmulion qf [7/0 ((110111 (Ila/mt, [23/ Join: 15f Org/ind.
.
M
n
.

“ (7111111111115 (“1111511 tidclibus 1111 (111115 presens Scriptuin 11er—

\'enerit Johannes Dei gratin Norwiei 1‘111iseep11s suluteni in

a
“
-

A
.
—
.
.
v
.
"
”
4
1
.

11111111110. lTnix'ersitati Vestre 110111111 esse 10111111115 nos contir-

nnn'isse 11110111115 ccclesie Snnete Marie dc Blylnn‘gh ecclesiznn

de (llackistonc ex donueiene Rogeri militis ejusdein Ville.
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Et nt 11cc 111‘11 contirmacio perpetuznn hnheut ti1'111itaten1 si-
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gilli nostri nppesieione ea1111 ‘01111111111111111113. Testihns, Thom-.1

ct Johnnne Arehidineonis, Guulfrido “111101111110, Mugistre

Rogero, Mugistro anherte, )lngistt'e \Vultere (1e (“1111111,

{eherto elerieo de ("hipehf’ (n. 1/.)
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Second C'oa/I‘rmzmbn, by Jo/nz of 045/027].

“Omnibus Christi fidelibus 11d quos prosons scriptum per—

voncrit Johannes Dei gmtia NOi‘wici Episcopus salutem in

Domino. Ad universorum volumus pervoniro noticiam nos

divine misoracionis intuitu religionis et favoro concossissc

diloctis filiis nostris canonicis de Blyburgh occlosiam do

Clacstono in usus proprios cum omnibus ad ipsam porti-

nentibus ad sui sustontacionem perpetuo possedondam ex

donaciono Rogeri do Clacstono ejusdcm coclesie patroni,

salvo possessione Galfridi Archidiaconi Suffolcic quamdiu

vixerit, salvis Gt honoro et revoroncia ct obediencia et (le-

bitis consuetudinibus sancte Norwici ecclesio, et honostu Vi-

carii sustentacione qui in momoruta ecclesia ministrabit, 0t

ut 1190 nostra concessio pcrpotuam obtincat firmitatcm eam

presenti scripto sigifli nostri patrocinio confirmamus. Tes-

tibus, Godfrido Archidiacono, Eustachio cupelhino, Roberto

do Clopchzun, Magistris Roberto do \Voytonc, Lunibcrto,

\Villehno.” ()2. (1.)

<0.»

111.920.0131;sz (War/('1' qf Jox’m (1/) Gray, [fix/mp of AQH'zr/r'll.

“Omnibus sancto Matris ccclosio filiis ad quos proscns

soriptum porvenorit Johannes Doi gratin Norwici l‘lpiscopus

salutem in Domino. Noverit universiias YCSU‘J nos curtain

bone momoric Johannis quondam Norwici lipiscopi prede-

cessoris nostri in hac forma verborum inspoxisso : ” [Here

follows the recital of the foregoing chariot] . . “Cum Iogitm'

ligari non dobout 0s bovis triturantis, sod pium est aiicncius

providcre ut qui luol‘is spiritualibus incessuntcr inhiunt

bonorum temporulium susi'ontnciomsm gruiuiontm', 11L ipsius

pi‘odocossoris nosti'i concossio pm- nosh‘mn ooniii'mucioncln
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firn‘lior existut et validior dictorum inopie canonicorum pic

conpacientes intuitu concessionem supradictam sicut raciona-

biliter faotu est presenti scripto et Sig-i111 nostri apposicione

confirmamus 0t comnnmuimus. Hiis testibus, Magistro R0-

gero de Tywn‘, Humfrido cupellano, &0. Datum apud Stains

per manum Roberti Dunehnemis, (10011110 kal. Aprihs pon—

tifica’rus nostri Anno VT.”

 

In the following document we moot with the name of a

very early Vicar of maxton, perhaps the earliest,—John dc

Redenrefi'.

The Taxation Qf the Church Qf C'sz‘on.

”Omnibus hoe scriptum Visuris Ranulfus diving misera-

cione Cycestrie ecclesie minister humilis salutem in domino.

Ad omnium volumus noticiam pervenire vicariam ecclesie de

Clacstone 10bis presentibus eo tempore quo curiam episcopatus

Norwici gerebamus nomine bone memorie Domini Johannis

de Gray tune episcopi Norwici de mandato et- autoritate

ipsius episcopi in hunc modum fore taxatam, Videlicet quod

Vicarius qui pro tempore fuerit pemipiet nomine Vicaric per-

petue omnia ad dictam ecclesiam pertinentia exceptis decimis

bladorum ct pisarum et fabarum et excepta decima marisci

qui vocatur Dum‘ewiesholm et except-is duabus acris terre que

jacent juxta cimiterium versus borealem. Hana autem Vica-

riam ita taxatam dedimus autoritate predicti episcopi Johanni

de Redenrofl' capellano 9t ipsum in eadem Vica‘rium institut-

mus perpetuum et fccimus in corporalem possessionem induci

ita. quod omnia onera. episcopalia‘ debita et consueta sustinebit;

fucta autem fuit hec taxucio per consensum prioris 0t convem

tus de Blyburgh predic‘ro ecclesie patronorum. Testibus,

Roberto capellano de Rochmde 0t aliis. Datum a‘pud Cacham

per manum Godefridi die sancti Barnabe arpostoli, pontificatus

nostri anno tercio.”

VOL. V1. F
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Upon the death of Roger de (L‘lukestone, Ada, his daughter,

who seems to have been his heir, renewed, not only the grant

of the church of St. Andrew, but many other donations

which her father, and others of her ancestors, had made to

the priory of Bliburgh.

Renata] of {/20 Grant, 63/ Add dc Ulnkesz‘one.

“ Omnibus Christi fidelibus Ada filia Roger-i de Clakestone

salutem. Noverint universi me concessisse et hae presenti

carta men confirmavisse Deo et ecelesie sunete Marie de Bly~

burgh ot eanonicis ibiclein Deo servientibus omnes donaciones

et libertates et tenures quas Rogerus de Clakistone pater

meus et eeteri predecessores mei fecerunt prediete ecolesie et

canonieis scilicet ecclesiam saneti Andree (le Clakistone cum

pertinentiis suis, et in Villa de Bnleamp totum alnetum, &c.

&e. Tenendum et habendnm in perpetuum libere et quiete

absqne omni terreno servicio,” &c. &e. ()2. d.)

The next deed we meet with, relating to this parish, is

that of Robert de Vals. .The family of de Va‘llibus, or de

Vaux, was very early enfeotfed of lands in Claxton, but

whether this Robert was in any way related to Ada de

Clakestone, or how he came to have the right of confirming

the gift of the Church of St. Andrew to the priory of

Bliburgh, we know not, but so it was.

Renewal of (12/? Grant, by Robert ([0 V413.

“Omnibus sancte matris eeelesie filiis tam eleriois quam

laiois Robertus de Vols salutem. Notum sit omnibus vobis

quod ego Robertus de Vals eoneedo at here carta mea confirmo

donacionem ecclesie Sancte Andree de Clakestune ecolesie
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Sanete Marie de Blyburgh et, Rogero priori et eanonieia ihidem

Deo servientibus in perpetuam eleinosinam libero et quiete

absque onini ealumpnia quantum ad me pertinet, et hane

donacionem eonfirmo pro anima patris mei “Villehni de Vals

et omnium parentuin meorum. Hiis testibus, ()done pres-

bitero, Herveo eapellano do Blyburgh, Olivero do Vals,

Galfrido do Turforc .” (n. (1.)

Sir \Villiam de Kerdestone, lord of Claxton, Sherill‘ of

Norfolk and Suffolk in the 25th and 26th Edward I. (12 T-

1298) married Margaret de Gaunt, by whom he had Sir

Roger, his son and heir, who was Sheriff of Norfolk and

Suffolk in the 5th Edward 111. (133 ), and who died in

1337', seized of Claxton and man}r other manors in Norfolk

and Suffolk. Sir “Villiain, the father, again renewed the.

grant of the church of St. Andrew at Claxton to the priory

of Blilourgh (A); and in the 18th Edward II. (1325:), Sir

Roger, the son, by a deed of agreement, restored to the said

priory an acre of land in Claxton, which had of right

belonged to the church, but which his late father, Sir

\Villiam. had unknowingly retained in his own hands. (13.)

(A)

Renewal of {he Grant, by Sir Uri/Hum (1v [fray/rafone.

“Omnibus Christi fidelibus ad quos, &e. \Villelmus do

Kerdistone salutem. Noveritis ine pro salute aniine mee,

&e., dedisse ct coneessisso et hae, &e., ecelesie sancte Marie.

de Blyhurgh et ‘anoniois regularibus ibidem, &c. omnes

donaciones qnas anteeeesores moi dietis (*anonieis feeerunt,

Sivul eeelesiam do (‘laxtone cum omnibus ad eain pertinen-

I“ ‘2
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tiburs: et in \‘ill‘d do Bulezuup totum ulnvlum) &c., (it ......

Tenendurn et hubenduxn, &c., &c. lliis testibus. Domino

Falcone, Baynard, 0t uliis.” (n. d.)

 

(13-)

Agreement between, the Prior and C'olzz‘ent of St. May’s

at .Blz‘burgk and Roger (Ze Iferdcstmze.

“In festo exaltationis Sanete Crucis a‘nno Regni Regis

Edwardi filii Regis Edwardi 18. Convenitur inter reli~

giosos Viros fratrem Alexandrum priorem et conventuln de

Blyburgh ex mm. parte et dominum Rogerum de Kerdistone

militem dominum de Bulcampe ex altera, videlieet, &c., &c.

. . . . Idem dominus Rogerus Ine‘a voluntate reddit eisdem

priori et conventui unam aerum terre cum pertinentiis in

villa cle Claxtone que vocatur Mellerislond do (lote eeclesie

ejusdem ville quam pater suus ignoranter detenuit. “'a un-

tizat et dietus dominus Rogerus pro se et heredibus suis

quod si ipsrnn eontingat sou heredes sues in aquietueione

sou defencione religiosorum predictorum (lefieere extuno dicti

religiosi et eorum successores in predictis, &c. in quorumcun-

que manibus devenirent possunt distringere.” (a. do)

In 1265 an agreement was made between the prior and

convent of Bliburgh and the Vicar of Claxton, respecting

the Archdeacon’s proeurations ; and here occurs the name of

another early incumbent in the church of St. Andrew, long

prior to John Fowns, the first Vicar named by Parkin,—thut

is, Robert de Schotisnelle.

Of Me Arc/ukacou’s Prunu‘zd‘iu/za‘.

“ Notum sit omnibus quod cum prior do Blyburgh ct ejus~

rlem loci com‘c‘ntus reclorcs ecclesic (lo Clurslonc llobvrtiuu
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curacione loci archidiacono que pro tempore essct

 
 

de Sohotisnelle ejusdem ecclesio Vicurium super annua pro-

coram Mugistro Gr. 10 Bigot officiurio Domini Cuntuariensis

Archiepiscopi in episcopatu Norwici, sedo vacantef uutoritutv

ordinaria oognosoente traxissent in cudem, ac idem ofiici-

arius ad diote Vicarie tuxucioncm legitimo fuciendum ex suo

prooessit ofiicio, (lemum inter partes predictus amicabfliter

convenit super premisis ita. quod predictus vicurius concessit

dictis priori et conventui omnia homagia tam liberal quam

servilia ad dictum ecclesiam spectuntia queounque fuerint

ilia cum eoruin tenementis et exactionibus omnibus et sin—

gulis habendu ubsque omni calurnpniu; et quod procuracioncs

et sinodalia ad eorum oxoneracionem eo ibidem existento

vicario oxsolvet ad plenum; cui quidem Viczu-io dicti prior

et conventus decimus murisci dicti Thurmrdisholm et mo—

lendinorum tam aquaticorum quam adventorum in Clacston

sitorum cum omnibus terris arabilibus et minutis decimis ad

diote ecclesio altagium spectuntibus excoptis docimis pul-

lorum et porcellorum 0t precipuo do imis fruotuum de

prefatu torru proveniontimn de mera grutiu concesserunt ejus

pei‘petuo percipicndus; undo dictus \‘icurius ad sanctum Dei

Evangolium oorpo 1110 prestitit sacramentum quod ab hue

die in postorum predict-u occlouia nunquum ad umpliorom

aut puinguiorem spirubit porcorum sub penal con‘mm solidi)-

rum dictis priori ct conwntui infru quindcuum u temporc

(pro contravonire‘mr uomiuo interosso solvondoruin, ct quod

dicti prior (it com‘oufus dictum Yi(‘111‘i11111 super dict-a p0r-

tiouo taxandu V01 ubbroviundu sou minuondu sub pena

consimili dicto Vicurio solvendu nuliutcuus impotent de

cetoro \‘Ci inquiotubunt. l’i'vtcrou idem \‘icurius prcsonti

tenure so obligut Virtuto sucrumonti prostiti sub pcnu pro—

Scriptzi quod Vicurizim suum V01 1‘05 ad 0am spoutantos pro‘n‘r

* Simon do “'ziitono, Bishop of Norwich, died in 1265, ihc date of this derd;

but although his successor, Roger de Skeming, was immediately after chosen

Bishop, he was not constt'mied till i110 inttm‘ end of the following your.
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consensum dictoruin prioris et conventuuin nulli ad firmam

dimittet per quem eis durior constituatur adversarius. In

cujus rci testimonium dictus Vicarius sigillum suum una cum

sigillo dicti ofliciarii huie parti penes dietos priorem et con—

ventum residenti duxit apponenduni. Actuin apud “range-

ford in crastino die heati Petri ad Cathedram anno gratie

M.CC.LXV. coram magistro Henrieo de Nouwerk rectore eeclcsie

de VVrentham, presentibus Magistro Rogero de Welles, Jo-

hanne capellano de Blyburgh, magistro Thoma dc Bramtone,

Johanne Bomund, et aliis. Ista coneordia indentata.”

In 1276 the prior and convent of Bliburgh procured the

hull of Pope Innocent the Fifth, confirming to them all their

possessions; it is dated from St. Peter’s at Rome, the second

of the ealends of May, in the first year of his pontificate;

and, five years after this, the same prior and convent had a

like confirmation of all the churches of which they were

then in possession, by Archbishop I’ecliham: this deed is

dated at Claxton, the fourteenth of the calends of July,

1281, the third year of his consce‘ation. Both these docu-

ments are copied into the Leigcr Book; but as they are in

the usual form, and contain nothing material to our purpose,

beyond the fact that the church of St. Andrew at Claxton

appears in them both, they are here omitted.

 

John Fowas, who was presented to the Vicarage of St.

Andrew at Claxton by the prior and convent of Bliburgh in

1334, appears to have been a man of seine consideration,

if we may judge by his dealings in houses and lands. He.

was also a benefactor to the priory of lllihurgh, and to his

own church. \Vith one of the deeds relating to this Vicar

 

  
 



 

   

of Ulaxton, illustrative of the wretched state of the peasantry

in the fourteenth century, we will conclude our extracts from

the Leiger Book of tho Priory of Bliburgli.

Grant of (L ZVaz‘z'vc, and of Lands, 2‘0 Join; Fozms and others.

“ Soia‘nt presentos et futuri quod ego Rieardus Gorge dedi

eoncessi et hue, &c. Henrieo de Hurupult ehevuler, Johanni

Fouas Vieario ecclesie de Claxtone, 0t Henrieo Bred, Ar-

nulphum Bethefen nativum meum cum totu sequela sua

prooreata et prooreanda et cum omnibus terris et tenementis,

bonis et catallis suis perquisitis et perquirendis cum perti-

nentiis sine 11110 retenemento, dedi etiam et concessi eisdem

totum i1lum mesuagium meum cum omnibus terris et tene-

mentis cum omnibus suis pertinentiis clue Rogerus Daniel

quondam tenuit in Thoritone de Thoma Gorge patre meo ha-

bendum et tenendum predictis Henrico, Johanni, et Henrieo,

et lieredibus et assignatis suis do capitalibus dominis feodi

pro serviciis inde debitis, &o., et ego predietus Rieardus et

heredes mei totum prediotum Arnulphum cum tota sequela

sua proereata et procreandu et cum omnibus terris et te-

nementis, bonis et eatullis suis perquisitis et perquirendis

cum pertinentiis ac etiam totum predietum mesuagiiun cum

omnibus terris et tenementis cum pertenentiis que predietus

Rogerus Daniel quondam tenuit (1e Thoma, Gorgis patre

meo in Villa do Thoritone ut predietum est, predictis Henrieo

de Haruhult, Johanni Fouas VlCELI‘lO do Claxtone et Henrieo

Bred et herodibus et assignatis suis contra gentes omnes

warantizabo in perpetuum. In cujus, &0. Datum die

dominion proxima festo saneti Ambrosii Anno Regni Reg-is

Edwardii tereii a, conquestu xviii.”

 

 

  

     

 
  

 

     


