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fined zmh' @I'ab'r Hf @tmmt alias $hiphra.

\V A L T E H 1’. Y l), E S Q.

Tun first time we hear of Shipden in connection with t 'ade,

is in 1285, when Edward the First, by Charter1 dated at

“restminster, 12th May, 13 l‘ldward T., granted to Nicholas

do \Veylond, then lord of the manor, a weekly market to be

held on Fridays, and a yearly fair to last for eight days,

beginning with the Vigils ol' the Feast of the Translation of

St. Edward.‘3

By 3237, the sea had made griat inroads on the eoast by

Shipden, the greater part of the ehurehyard had been for

twenty years wasted by the sea, and the church threatened

to fall into ruin from the same, eanse.3 This however could

not? have injured the trade of the place mueh, tor the

Subsidy loll taken for Norfolk in 1333?},1 shows that, Shipden

was then inhabited by no inconsiderable number of men

rich in personal estate, the total rating being; 49x. l,l(/., of

which Alan til’ Gall’ridi paid (3», Isabel Tebald 3a., (’lemenlx

Hervey 3a., ,ilobert Messe 2%. (3/1., John “Varyn 2s. (M.

1 Yide ("harter Roll, 13 lid. It7 No. 102, and Patent Roll. -1 Hi VI ,(‘3nd part)

1:13 [nil/{NZ [/1 gl}![uz}r//J‘.

3 The only fair now held is a pleasure fair on Whit Monday.

“ 11111.3(1 quod damn. M Ed‘ 1”,. No. ‘11), (2nd number) and l’atent lloll,

10 In. [11,, (m part) 171 21;.

l Subsidy l‘loll. Nol‘lilllx’. ti l‘ld. lll,‘ ll,” firm/H] W sip/H/u/flg
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Thomas Draper 2s. ‘24., Alan {eymund 2s. QM, “villiam

Smith 2.9., “Tilliam Lem-an 2A2, and twenty-seven others lesser

sums.

A few years later, (1358) the merchants of Cromer were

considered of sufficient importance to be mentioned with

those of Snyterlef’ “'yveton, Clay, Salthouse, and Shiring-

ham, in a Patent of Edward 1.,“ directed to the bailiffs of

lllakeney, then apparently the head quarters of the fishery on

the north coast of Norfolk; which gives the merchants of

these six towns who t‘aded in fish but did not own ships,

free license to buy fish (apparently at Blakeney,) provided

that the other (Blakeney 2’) merchants should not be disturbed

or the price of fish raised.

These Letters Patent recite some ordinances formerly made

by the King and the Council about the fish trade, and are

altogether s0 curious that I perhaps may be pardoned for my

digression it I refer to their purport, though they do not

directly relate to Shipden, 0r Cromer.

It seems it had formerly been ordained that no fish

should be delivered or carried out of ships to any house, &e.,

until the masters of the ships had settled its price with the

merchants, and that no master of a ship, mariner, &e.,

should keep any fish in their houses for sale, by wholesale or

retail; the object of these provisions being, as it is said, that

the fish should be sold at a r \asonable price within the bounds

and at the fairs mentioned therein. But it seems afterwards

to have struck the legislators that though they had provided

for the protection of the merchants against the fishermen, the

latter were unprotected against any combination of the

tormer, who, “ by conniving among themselves, might seek

5 Snitterley is said to have been the old name for Blakency. I fancy it here

the same relation to it as Shipden did to (lromer, and was probably lost in

the sea.

“ l’at. ltoll, 31 Edw. lll., recited at length in l’at. Roll. 11 Hy. l\'..

ilsl parl‘ m 3. prim/«(7 {a .I/yu ref/Zr.
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to drive the lish to too low a price whieh the fishermen eould

agree to take without too great a loss,” and who might, by

simply refusing to treat for purchase, have kept the mariners

riding at anchor till their cargoes rotted under them, and

they were driven to take inadequate prices. Another blunder

of the previous regulation seems to have been, that il‘ the

fishermen had any surplus stock let't: alter “the King’s

l’urveyors, Nobleinen’s Purveyors, and the Merehants of

Cities and other good Towns had made their great pur-

chases,” they were restrained from retailing it by parcels to

the people, and it often remained so long on their hands that

it putrified.

To remedy these defects these Letters Patent give. the

 
fishermen license if they could not agree on a price within

six days after the ship came into port—to bring their fish

ashore and sell it as best they might, and alter the King’s

purveyors, &c., had made their great purchases, to earry the

rest about to fairs and markets. and sell it there.

In 1363, the Blakeney merchants certainly seem by their

conduct to have proved that this alteration was needed for

the protection of the fishermen, for 1 find that in the 537th

Edward 111., “filliam de \Vitehingham and John de lierney

were assigned7 to see the ordinance as to the sale of salt t?)

fish duly kept at Blakeney, and by commission to enquire as

to who had broken it, as it was alleged on petition that

“ jademeins les March-ant; Hostillers Reg-raters Forstallers “t

autre tielx si bien 011 Port; come en Villes marehandes 1

aillours parmi la Terre engrossent toutes maneres de Mar-

chandises 0t Vitailles si bien stoktish sailtlish \‘ins eire "l,

spicerie come autres”—and sell them {or sueh priee as they

like to put, and What they buy for IBM. they sell for 3x. or

hall‘ a mark, tit-.3

7 Parliament Rolls, 17 l‘idw. 1., l’etitions No. l").

‘ For further parIit-ulars ot‘ Visiting Statutes see Palmer‘s \Ianship. Vol, ii.

1). H1, M:
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About 1380, it seems the fishermen of Blakeney and other

adjacent towns and places in Norfolk, were often taken and

arrested with their boats by the King’s commiSsioners assigned

to provide ships for voyages, (I presume for warlike purposes)

and they petitioned to Parliament, on the Monday next after

the Feast ot‘ St. Hilary, £3 ltie. :3, alleging the great injury it

did to them, and indireetly to the country, by spoiling the

fisheries, and praying to be allowed to pursue their business

quietly, especially as they knew nothing of navigation, but

only lived by the art of fishing.

A favourable answer was given, which the King confirmed

by his Letters Patent9 dated at \Vestminster, ‘33 Feb,

3 Rio. 9.

In the following February, the King further protected

them against this serious oppression by other Letters Patent,1

dated at “Yestminster 133 Feb, whereby he directs that the

fishermen of the Ports of Blakeneyc, Clcye, and Crounzere,

g, as their vessels andand other villagcs and places adjoinin

ships were fit for their business only, and not in any way for

transporting horses or warlike stores, &e., should not be

interfered with unless on urgent occasion or necessity,

Shortly before 1391, the inroads of the sea, which had titty

years before swallowed up the church and churchyard, ren-

dered the. navigation so dangerous that a pier was commenced

for the safety and defence of ships and tfishing) boats in

the market or port called Crowmerc, as w‘, are told in the

preamble to certain Letters Patent dated at “vestniinster

2nd Dee, l—t Ric. ‘2,” whereby the King granted to the men

ot‘ Shipden the right of levying for five years certain duties

on all merehandize coming to their port, in aid of making

such pier. The list ot‘ articles, which is a. curious one, will be

found in the Appendix; the ehict’ imports apparently being

   

‘3 l‘at. Roll, 3 Rio, " 2nd part 11:18.

1 Pat. Roll, 4 Die. L, 2nd part 11—1 2‘2.

1“ l‘at. ll. 14 Rio. ‘2, (find part) iii ~14, printed in Appendix.

[\’()I.. VII] U
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herrings, salt, ryg'ulds, (? Riga 110111115), warnseot, 111111 tunhot,

(111111\' the 1111111111111), piteh 111111 turpentine (in barrelfl oil

(in barrel), 1ir spars (by the. 1111111111111), <1118eells (by the,

1110115111111), 11erri (nails? by the 1110113111111), corn 111111 1111111,

sea 00111, (by the 11111111111111) 11511 11111111 “orgoys,” 1111), ling,

111111 1-1111. 1111115111ng worth five shillings was liable to

this duty, except wool, leather, skins covered with wool, lead,

tin, 111111 wine.

This pier was long a sore expense. to the 111011 of Shipden

111111 (i‘1'11111er, 111111 1111‘ a series of years it: would be hard

to 111111 a will 111111111 by an inhabitant of either place that

does not contain a bequest: to it.1 I 111) not know when it

was finally destroyed.

1 Among others are the, “1115 01' .711/111 Bun/11], of 1‘1'1111‘111er, 11:1te11 1133, having

to the “ sustentueo'i 1'1‘1111511‘1111’ii 1115Y roe. 1e perY \‘iij‘."

11'1'111/‘1 ,1/ 11,11‘1,‘ 1\'11e1111e >5. e:1\'ine' 1) 1e. ‘11 ”‘10 0 1e \ier 11x. » 1.11/ 117/11 1\1>11 ,1111,1 D11] 11 111 ,1“ 11

1111/} “11/1 1111‘ (1' >1‘U\\'1111'1' 1 1‘. eaVinH' 1) en1en1. e )ere b5.»1.l/ 1,,11‘ ,11111 at“ 11 ,“‘ 11

Rub/'1'! Jul/gym”), 111' Shipden, 1167,11‘111'1113 to “sustent 1e, pore," 3.1. 11!.

71.111111 111111111 11' 1, 11 11 en '. eaviue' o '11 )riee e >e,re,, ‘ .1. 1‘1 .711/ r ,1<1,11 ,11111,1 511111 11 ’6 w

101m ,11’1‘1. 11‘ e 1i 111311 11's rowin' ~T eaviwr o "1‘1‘1'1’11‘111 eP/ 7’711q111,10 ,110,l 01‘ ’l

pere," 3.1. -11].

Lieu/r1. 411121111 0 C 11'111‘11, .1 7'. e.1\'in~' 1> ' a triee e tere ' 5 llltll‘iS.J’/ {I H, f\1_11 I11,1 ht“f1 1 ,' 1

A’t’elm/ux Il1’}/1j/)l{/, of Crownmr, 1182, leaving 11) “ en1e1111aeoiY lo peer," 1‘21].

Juli/1 11/1/11‘1/1, 1>1‘ Shypden, 1183'}, “11: per," 1'31].

JI'u/f/«Iu (Inf/1', of (Wanner, 1-1855, leaving 11) “rep'ae' 1e per'," 3x. 111.7.

71711. Ji/‘1/111‘z//1;/1v, 111' (Jrowmer, 111%, “reparation 111' pier." 121/.

l/u/m J/«wm, 111‘ Cromer, 1-187, “rep‘zu'o'i 1e pere ea e1111111111>11e 11’ p‘visores

ejusdmn 11111111 remittant o'ia 11111111' que a 1111: petunt p' diet 1e

pure,” 15.1. 811'.

fife/111mlNam, of (71‘11W111er> 1187, having to “1'1111‘1111' le peer," 31v. 1111.

11’1'11/1. I'M/shun, 111' 1'1‘11111er, 1187, leaving to 1111' “ 1'11111‘i1-e 1e pere," 81/.

WWI/11m Ami/1, 01' 1‘1‘1111'1111'1', 1-137, 1eaving to “1e 1111111." 2011.

Jim/1. (VH‘A/HHJ/l‘, 111‘ (Truu'mer, 1-101, “the reparation of the peer,"

11’11/1. lbw/111‘, of Crowniere, 1191, “sustcnt 1e pere,” 2111/.

.11‘111/1 r/ Wrong/1‘, of Crownier, 1498, leaving; “to the pure," 3.\'. 11/.

./u/m .1/1/1'1’1/11, of 1‘1‘11111', 11111,),11‘111i11g111 “ the peer," 121].

){1'11/1. Ji’mw'm, 111' 1'1'11111111', 15115,having111“111171'1‘11'1111111111ft11epere," 3.1.111.

Ju/u/ .111le men, 111' Framer, 1.311, 111111'i11g10 “.1‘1‘p‘aeo'n 01' the perv," 111/.

1/1/1771 N/u‘l/e, 111‘ (:‘1'111111-1', 1:311, 1111111113?r “ to the pere," 201].

- _\.,,. -W-wa...”-1.-.»
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(tn the iltlth March, 110-3, Robert Bacon, a mariner of

C‘romer, is said to have captured? Janus, the younger son of

King Robert of Seotland, who, while on a. voyage from

Scotland to France, was driven ashore near here by stress of

weather and sent to London, where he remained a prisoner

for nearly twenty years, becoming on his release James the

First of Scotland.

This Robert, Bacon must have been at mariner of mark,

for to him is ascribed the diseovery of Iceland.

In 1110, the merchants of Cromer and the five other

towns before named, obtained fresh Letters Patent3 from

Henry IV” dated at “Vestininster 12th February 11 Hen. 4,

setting out and confirming the former Letters of 1358,

granting them certain privileges.

“lilliam Crowniere, who y'as Lord Mayor of London in

1493, though said to have been of Kentish family (see ZVorf'. ‘

Are/2,, vol. ii. p. 35) must have been ot‘ this town, as there

is no other place of the name in .l‘lngland, as was probably

tobert Crownier, bailitt' of Yarmouth seven times between

1470 and 1497.

On the Qnd July, 1426, Sir \Villiam Paston, the Lord of

the Manor of Shippedene, and Thomas l‘oye, this trustee .9)  Obtained a confirmation by Letters Patent of that date 4

of the market and fair granted in 1995 to Nicholas de

“'eylond.

It has generally been stated that Cremer “ was a chartered

town, but that for a very lone; time the charter has been

lost

is noteworthy that, in 14-18, eircular letters,5 directing

;” and although I can find no trace ot‘ such a charter, it

 

certain vessels to hasten to Portsmouth, were sent by the.

3 The honour of the capture is said by the men of Cley to belong: to them,

3 ,l‘at. ltoll, 11 H. 4, (1st pt.) hi 5, firm/u] in Apprm/fa‘.

“1 l’at. ltoll, >1 Hen. (3, (11nd pt.) 1—11 13‘ printed/11 -Imn'nflzlz'.

5’ Proceedings and Orders ot‘ the Privy Council, (Nicolafl \‘ol. v. p. 279,

‘21 lly. t5. 
’
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Privy Council to “the mairt’ and baillitl's of Lynne, Yerne-

mouth and (il‘OWIilQH but this is the only em‘roboratiye

evidence of the faet I can find.

Of the individual histories of the Cromer merchants, not

much ean now be found out. St 'ay glimpses of their lives

We, may pick up from their Wills; in tact, hardly any other

souree is open to us. Two or three of these wills will serve

as samples.

ltiehard ('hylde, ot' Sllypdenne, by his will6 dated 17th

Auoz 1450 directs his body to be buried in the. (‘hureh of
a ’ ’ n

the Apostles 1’ete* and Paul at Shipden, before the image of

the Holv Trinity and leaves amono' other betuests: To the
r . > > a l

Ilia-h Altar for tithes for-(rotten 530‘.’ To the emendation of
a o 1 7

the Chureh, 209. ; To St. Peter’s light, 40“. ; To the Plough

light, 2“,; To the fabric of the pier, 13“. 4“. ; For the stipends

of two chaplains to celebrate daily for a year, for his soul

and the souls of his relations and benefactors 16 markS'
} 7

For a trental ot‘ St. Gregory, 10s.; To his son Thomas in

money, 110%; To the Guild of the Holy Trinity, 3“. 4“.; To

the light of the Blessed Mary, $39.; To the light ot‘ Salvator,

12“.‘ To each of his sons and daiwhters ‘20“.' and To the
7 :3 a ) 7

poor in the almshouse at thpden, GT‘. 91., to be distributed

during four years.

lle also direets that his Wile Katherine should have his

half-share of a shi) 'alled “The Mare‘aret ” with all thel p ,

apparatus belonging thereto. She. was also to have, all his

nets, with their cords, tloats, and other necessaries.

lt' his ships well and prosperously return From sea, by the

Divine grace, he will haw a chaplain to make a pilgrimage

for the good of his soul to Rome, in lient.

Roger teed, of Nhipden alias (7‘1'owmer, the Father of that,

Jartholonnwv Need, the celebrated goldsmith, who was Lord

" Reg. lietyllys l" 51 ".

 

 



 

 

Mayor of London in 150.9, made his will the 18th Nov,

1470.

He too will be buried in the church, to the reparation and

the high altar of which he leaves .90”. and .‘3‘ respectively.

To the reparation of the pier he gives 3‘14“” and, like Chylde,

will huvc 2L trental of St. Gregory, and a. priest to celebrate

for the good of his soul. After a few bequests to his wife

Katherine, his daughter Agnes the wife of John Curre, and

his five sons, Richard, \Villiaun, Barf/10201220”; John, and

Simon, he leaves the Whole of his residue to pious uses.

Robert Sh'ongc, of Crowmer, whose will is dated 17th July,

1498, is more retiring than his two predecessors, desiring to

be buried in the south porch, to the repurzition of which

he leaves (3‘. 8% and half as much to the repartition of

the church. rl‘he guild of St. George und the Plough light

get 12“. each, and the pier 3. 4“. The following directions

are curious.

“Also I will y‘ if “Tillizun Rugge wol by the on

hulfe of my Shyppe *ulled the Inuryc wt all ye upperell

ports longyng he (is) to have yt for XV“ to be puyd to

nlyne Exeeut's w‘in ij yere or 0116 to be sold to us

good u pryce as yt may be brought to Also I \volle.

3" Richard Stronge iny bred)" and \Vut" Stronge 1n_\fn

sonne have my boote nuniyd the fortune wt all y“ upperell

p" to longyng be Ll, lefull pryce lnude be Robt \Vatrde

my supvisor Also I woll that my lytyll boote manned

5"“ Jorge be solde for us good u pryce. us it may be

brought to by inyne execut‘s.”
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1 APPENDIX.

Subsidy Roll 4/?» Arm's/Mk, roll/ting 2‘0 z‘//(s Pol/amine (ff (1 'Ilif/l

and CUf/z m [/10 (Sf/2 Er/H‘. [11. (135")

1‘ D. villa? de Shipcdcn.

‘ D. Johno “111311 if \j“ E D. Johfio A1101: (P) xij“

Thofil Draper 1]" ii“ Ida 4\11Cbulfli Viij“

Alum) Reymfid ij ij“ \Vifis Martin (’> if

', NiEho )[1111k7 x“ Rica Lo Monyo Viij‘l

E Cristiu Moms Viij“ “Yifl’o Pusshclen X“

l BurthGruno (1“) Viij“ Stoifiho Lo Clerk xx“

Johfie Told Xilj“ Clefiito Hiiy iij“

Johfie Colman KW Robto do, 1‘1g011101'c 11E"

Robto M0550 if Vj“ 11150 Lom" \'1i_j‘1

E Nicho fil 131111111 xx“

I

“V1113 Lomun 1E“

11160 \Vutuillo xviij‘l

 

 

7 \‘Yillfi’lo Smijth ij" ,

i Rubin) Lo Moyno XV“ “111110, Ku?il1o if

3i mm "Lust ‘11th 11mg 111 Hug? 1x“

{E 111-1110 111 (11111113 W's 11051 Hfiy xij“

E 151111011 111111111 iijs 111152 Lo Clark xii“

E

EE
1mm”: RUN, 1.1, [My 1/7.J 21H! pt, mom. 1!.

, p 110in R. (11151.5 Hibi pris 11011)} \‘iHL‘ do Shipdon 111

-;3 Shipdon 111 (20111 Norifi $111111 Scintis (1d do grii 11h spfili ~l,

A, r x . . .. N. . q . . ,

(-0111 30111. do :u'1sun1onto ('()11.\‘11]] 1111 111 11501111 pllumonto

1110,—(:011<-vssinIf YOU. in uuxilfii (sunsH'm‘vOIs

. . I) _ s, . .

cuEthhlm 110101) Vus 141m 110m! (11 sulmww t (114011510110

,, ‘ . s) . . 1 , ’ 1. .4 1‘,

11:1V111 l anvHu;11100111111) \1)<':110( 1'()\\(‘Hl(‘1(‘:l1)1) 1111111111

inwlms ‘ls inchnutv, (sunsm‘tmlimss subscl'iptzls (10 rd);

7 luv/,1 J‘JE/ qr [Nam-E Mug/2, 21 lid, :1 NH, 23,

k 123/, 11;» 11;" M ,\‘,,,3/2, 2.) l-hi. :1, No, 11.“,
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10111111113 11d 1111011 111111111 ‘1 (0111511111 1011101111113 101111111 At

00111g01111 11 1111111115 11105 (11105 1111 1100 (10111111111115 11 (111111

1150111111 115(1‘7 1111 11110111 (11111111.) 1111110; ,px 501111511 1110111111

0011111101115, 1111011, (10 01111111 1115111 11110015 10011115 01:16 (10-

11111105, (10 (11117111 1110111 511115 101111115 (11105 (1011111105, (10 (1111-111

0011101111 (10 1111101111” 1011111 1105 (1011111105, 110 11111111 0011101111.

(10 “1111115001 1011111 111111 (1011111111, (10 11113111 (011101111 (10

T111111011 1011111 111111 0110111111, (10 (1111111 111110110 111015 1

10101111111 1011111 111111 0110111, (10 1111011 112110110 0101 1011111

111105 (1011111105, (10 (111011; 0011101111 51111110; (10 111 1011111

111111 (1011111111, (10 (111011 111111011011 (11150011 10111111 111111 (10-

11111111, 110 111101 111111011111 10111 1011111 (1111111101 (1011111105, (10
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0110111, (10 (1111111 01111111111 01111101111 1111111111110; 1011111 111111
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