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IN a paper read not very long since at one of the meetings of

the Norfolk and Norwich Archa‘ological Society, the remark

occurs “that we Archaeologists are too apt to isolate our

objects of interest, and not sufficiently to view them in their

chronological and historical surroundings; ” and it app‘ars

indeed to be true that the province of the Archmologist is,

not only to cherish the abounding relies and monuments of

but also to

catch the fading- impression ot‘ human energy still lingering

 

the past,—-—t0 rescue, to preserve, and to elucidate,

about these, to clothe them anew with the lite which is

associated with them, and to gather around the historical

events of which the" att'ord evidence.

In this view, places and buildings of lesse' antiquarian

importance, and hitherto overlooked, mat; arrest attention,

and yield objects worthy of notice and memorial. Such an

Object ot’ interest: seems to have presented itself in the church

at Sculthorpe, in “Test; Norfolk, where there existed, some

years ago, a number 0t" coats of arms, which time and other

changes have. now swept away, but which were valuable as

attesting, in the picturesque language of heraldry, to the

connexion, traditionally known, ot’ this church with Sir

Robert Knollvs,—telling', in quaint shape and liVelv colour,
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the tale of his companions and adventures in the varied

campaigns of the fourteenth century.

During- the restoration ol’ this church in 18(31, whilst care

was taken to preserve, without impairing, any relics of

bygone skill or story, it was t‘ound that these shields, which

would have been well worth clterishing', put up by Sir ltobert

Knt illys, had unt‘ortutnttely disappeared. They were probably

of wood, and were tixed "in the root‘e of the church.” They

had no doubt gradually decayed, and were finally destroyed

when the old root", adorned with carved figures of angels, was

removed in 181-3. They are, however, minutely described by

two eye-witnesses, and were still to be seen in the church

little more than a hundred years ago, in the time of

lllonteticld. By a still earlier observer they are also recorded

in detail,—]lenry (hitting, the, writer of the Vt'sf/(tz‘t'mz of

Ava/I'ltt/fl' C/no'r/tcx, Iowa 1000 2‘0 1020.1 llloinetield mentions

sixteen shields.‘3 Both speak of the coat, Argent, a fesse

engrailed between three (‘atlterine wheels sable: this Do nars

also in many churches in Norfolk, aeCotnpanving' the coat of

Knollys, and is attributed to C‘asteler, in Glover’s Ordinary;

neither antitptarian, in enumerating the shields in Sculthorpe

church, assigns a name to it. Sir lobert: Knollys’ arms are

described asoccurring in three ways—his simple coat, (Gules,

on a chevron arg. three roses of the first) then the same

within an azure border, then impaling flleverlcy; this last

repeated “around the church.” llis arms were also found

at this period in other churches in No1‘fl)ll{;—St. Michael’s,

Norwich; Harpley, Cromer, North Barsham, Northwold,

Mundt‘ord.

The manuscript of Henry Chitting notices twenty diflerent

coats of arms in the roof of the church at Sculthorpe. l‘light

of thes ‘ are the saute as those which were placed in It It) by

Sir Thomas Erpiugham in St‘ Michael’s church at Norwich,

1 This manuscript is now in the possnssien of Lord ()rt'ord.

3 the. edition, \ii. 177.
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and which, according to the inscription beneath them, were

to (-onnnemorate ouch warriors as had gained for themselves

renown and glory in the reign of l‘ldward Ill. The same

idea guided the selection of most of the coats of arms at

Senlthorpe, which were, us for as can be gnthered, llIOSC of

Edward the Black l’rince; Thomas of “Voodstoek, Duke of

Gloucester; John of Ghent; Sir : lobert Knollys; Edward the

Confessor; De Norwich ; Sir Hugh Calverley ; Beauehamp ;

Felbrig'go; Erpingham; Morley; \Vodehouse; Mortimer

  of Attleborough, impuling, or, {L cross gules; Statl'ord; Ty ';

Ingloys; Shelton; and Knollys impaling Beverley. Lastly,

the coat described “ Argent, n fesse engrailed between three

Catherine wheels sable.” 3

3 Extrnet from Henry (‘hitting’s Tia-[Zurich of Noe/Ml; and Safe,%, 4117.

1000 to 1620.

SCULTIIORI‘E.

In the mole of the rhureh,—

Norwirh, Azure :md gules per pale, a. lion ermine.

St. Edward.

England and England with a label of five points argent.

E. )lorley.

Norwieh.

Mortimer of Attlrburgh sideth [120. impnlesj. Or, a Press grules.

Knowles, Gules, on n eheveron urgent three roses gules.

Shelton or Mawtby.

Englnnd quartereth Castile and Arragon.

Burnehmnp7 Gules, :1 tease, inter six eross—Crosslets er.

Erpinghmn.

Ingloys: (titles, six bar-lets or, on a eunton urgent tire billets sable.

Thomas \Voostolt, A border urgent, England

Statl‘ord.

Felbrig, 0r, :1 lion gnles.

“voodhowse, Sable, a eheveron gutté or inter three einquet'oiles ermine.

Gules, a (-heveron argent with :1 labell of three points mesme.

Argent, a fesse ingrailed inter three Kntherine wheeles sable.

Knowles, within a border azure bemnted. (hate 1)’ uizl llob'ti Knowles miliL'.

Argent, :1 these gules inter three eaulves trippant sable.

Knowles without :1 border sideth Argent, u frsse dnuey inter three le, \pards’

heads sable. [lleverlry]

Knowles sideth the same eout round about the t-hnrehe.

7. "  
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T110 1111115 of 110 N111111'i0h \1'010 111110011 111 11111 011111011 1111111

11111011111101-1111111111110 1111111111 111111 50111111111110. “511011011" 111111
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A11 OX11111111C 111' 11115 15 011g111v011 111 110111011’5 Jflmzml Q)"
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01‘ 11111111111 111., 1111050 11411011 5111111 110 W115, and who 111111

111110011 1110, 111-1115 of “S1. 111111111111," it 15 5111111115011 1111' 111111

101151111, 111 S1. 18101111011’5 (111111101 111 “11511111115101 11111103:

01' .811 111111011 K1101ly5 no (115111101 11111g1z11111y 11111101115 10

have 110011 111111011, 11111 1110111 1111111)‘ 50111005, 110111115 01’ 1115 1110

111101 110111g5 111-115' 110 (15001111111011, 111111 11 111011110 101111011 of his

1011?; 111111 511000551111 0111001. 01‘ 11115 0111001 171111551111 1111101115
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ga1h01011 111111 11111111511011 by 111101 1050111011: 10 “101701,

13101110110111, 111111 111010 10001111)’ 11) M1. .1. (Jr. Ni0111115, 110 0110

111111111111111111 0011\‘05‘011 111 1110i ‘ 11000111115 01‘ 11111 50\'01'111 01111101105

111111 11111011 811 111110111 1(1111111'5 W115 0111111001011. 110 15 111,511

00111111011101111011 111 11 (7/10/1110) 11/' 1101111011,]10111 111139 [0 1183,

111111011 111 1110 11110011111 00111111}; 111111 111 11111115'1111’5 (171111111110,

11111111511011 111 13:33; 111511 111 1111110115 11711111111, 1)11g111110’5
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1111111101110111 111‘ 11 5111115 11111111111911 («111111111111151.1011111111110115,
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which, with an intervening period of seven years, when he

resided in Brittany, occupied the following thirty years of

his life. He served during this eventful time under three,

successively, of the sons of Edward lll.,—the Black l’rincc,

John of Gaunt, and Thomas of “feedstock; and was

engaged repeatedly in those celebrated wars where the best

and bravest of her knights so often turned the fortunes of

the day to England’s glory. Among these, Sir Robert

Knollys seems to have had one chosen friend and comrade,

Sir llugh Calverley; and the two Cheshire knights per-

formed together many congenial feats of arms. One of the

first of these—the account of which is the earliest mention

of Sir Robert Knollys’ military life, then begun, at thirty-

six, in the prime and flower of his age—was the combat

between thirty English and thirty Bretons, which was

ar'anged between the French and English generals in the

hope of ending the incessant struggles and bloodshed of

which Brittany was the scene in 13:31, and which is known

as the battle of Trem‘c. “The place appointed for it was

at the half-way oak-tree between Josselin and l’loermel, and

the day fixed the 27th of March, the fourth Sunday in

Lent. Each combatant chose what arms he liked. The

advantage at first was for the English, but after the greater

part of both sides had been killed, the Bretons at last gained

the day.” ‘1

Five years later he accompanied the Black Prince to

France. To him was given the command of part of the

English army, and he was one of those, who, in that short

and marvellous struggle at l’oietiers, where eight thousand

English put to flight seven times their number, shared the

perils and triumphs of the day.

After this he made two more :ampaigns before he again

joined the immediate army of the Prince of \Vales. The

first in 13138, when he assisted in the war made upon France

‘ Froissart, also Fullel's ”Uri/Mm. p. 175’.
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by the King 0t“ Xavarre, which lasted about two years.

Home of its incidents are described in lilabvan‘s C'/u'0n[e/e—

“The .‘lnd day of Nave was, wonne by Sir llobert Knolles

and his company, a towne called Chastelevn sur Lettvavn,

and pilled it. And alter wvtlt their pillage and prisoners,

the savd Englishmen rode to the new castell upon Lovre

. . . . . And then the savde Sir .llobertt linolles, with aide

ot‘ the king’s men, daily wonne manv townes and strong-

holds in liretagne, 13-33).” In llolinslted’s C/H'om'c/e we are

told that “Sir llobert’ Knolles, with other *aptains and men

of war, upon the tenth day of March, sealed the walls of

the citie of Auxerre, and behaved so mantiullie that they

were masters ot’ the town betore the sun was up. They

got exceeding much by the spoil of that cit_‘ and by ran-

soming the prisoners. 'l'lte citizens agreed to fj’lYO to Sir

{obert Knolles gold which amotmted to the sum of twelve

thousand and five hundred pounds.” 5

These and similar successes, and their snlmtantial results,

disinclined Sir Robert Knollvs to lay down his arms, and

when peace was made between lrlranc‘, and ,l‘lngrland in 1360

he joined the Free Companies, and, with Sir John Chandos

and other well—known knights, took the side, so long sup-

ported bv England, ot' tl e (lount do )lontt‘ort in the contest

for llrittanv, which still remained undecided. ])e Montt‘ort,

with the powert‘ul aid of these valiant adherents, succeeded

in his object; Charles ot‘ ltlois, the rival claimant, was

killed in battle; Du Guesclin, the titntons general, taken

prisoner; and in return tor the important, services which

placed him in possession of the dukedom, he {granted estates

and the castles ot‘ llerval and lie .llouge to Sir ltobert

Knoll‘vs in the _vear liitlt.

Sir llugh Walverlev, who had also joined the ("ompanions

saved soon atter this in Spain, \Vllt'lt the brother ot' the

King of (,“tstilc deposed him anrl establishwl hintwlt‘ upon

"V‘ llrtlinslaed's W/l/wu/r’y. tIY‘. lez' l‘ldnnitd lll . 137%.
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the throne; but Robert Knollys was not of this expedition,

and, indeed, although he was for some time a member of the

Free Companies, his services were consistently given to the

English side, and the causes they espoused. In 13th he,

with the other knights companions and many thousand

soldiers, "allied anew round their old banner, and tone-ht

under the Black Prince when he invaded Spain to replace

Pedro the Cruel upon the throne of C‘astile. Then was

gained the battle ot‘ Najara, and the enterprise was, as to

its special object, successful; but months of hardship to the

Prince. and his followers ensued, and even then had begun

the lingering illness which afterwards deprived these gallant;

knights of their royal ltader. The Prince’s army broke up;

he himself retired to his own province of Aquitaine, and

Sir lobert Knollys took up his abode for a time in Brittany.

Half-way between llennes and Nantes is the small village

of Derval, where the castle stood which was his Breton

home and stronghold, and which he had possessed since

littil. That he remained here in this interval (the year

1388) is probable; and it was from this place. that in 1369

he set out to aid the Black Prince when Aquitaine rose in

revolt, and the war between France and l‘lttgland was re-

newed. “Sir Robert Knolles resided in Brittany, where he

had a tine and large estate. He had always been a good

and loyal 1hrglishman, and had served under the King of

England and the Prince ot‘ \Vales in their (litterent, expe-

ditions, by whom he was much loved. Having heard that.

the French were carrying- on a disastrous war against the

Prince, and meant to take from him his inheritance of

Aquitaine, which he had assisted in gaining for him, he

collected as many men—at—arms as he possibly could, and

went with them to serve the Prince ot‘ \Vales at: his own

cost. and charges. He set out from his castle at l’erval,

landed at. lat Rochelle, and took the road to Angouleme.

The llrince and l’rincess \vere exceedingly pleased to see
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Sir Robert, and it seemed they could not do enough to show

it. The Prince appointed him captain of the knights and

squires of his household, out of love to him, and as a reward

tor his valonr and honour. When all preparations were

made, Sir Robert set out to meet the French, and, joined by

Sir John Chandos, proceeded to lay siege to many French

towns." ‘3

This was the prelude to what almost immediately followed,

»—his sunnnons to ling-land to command the expedition ot’

1870, that on which his fame chiefly rests, and which is

always chronicled as his greatest undertaking.

The art of war, as then practised, without the trained and

paid strength old a regular standing army, and without any

general or skilled use ot‘ tire—arms, enhanced the importance

of individual attributes, rendering invaluable such soldiers

as Robert Knollys and others of his stamp, whose personal

prowess and enterprise, and val in bringing followers into

the field, assisted so greatly the military operations of those

times.

Many writers witness to the remarkable bravery and

capacity of Knollys; qualities for which he was prized by

the King, envied by the nobles, “loved by the English,

fared by the French,”7 “ .76 z‘drz'ch (M22202; ([0 la {/Hcrrc,” 5

who, “on account of his consummate courage, made the

other English generals less formidable to the French.” 7

“Vith such fitting qualifications, it is not surprising that

King Edward desired to engage him to make another effort

in the English cause, then overshadowed by the coming

cloud of disaster; and he had not, been a month at? 'l)erval,

after his return t‘rom Aquitaine, betbre “the King of

England sent him pesitive orders to set out without delay,

and cross the sea to him in 'I‘lngland. Sir ltobert willingly

G Froissal‘t.

7 Fuller's Why/Aim.

‘ [IN/my o/' //u (IN/H's of [titty/flin’mml, by Sir Harris Nipvdns. ‘71]. i“ ],_ lti.

 

 

 



 

obeyed this sunnnons, and, at the request of the King,

undertook an expedition into France. He entered it with a

large body of men,0 and marched through the kingdom with

a magnit‘icenec for which the people and the rich provinces

paid dearly.”I The army, we are told, ad aimed to the

gates of Paris, where King Charles V. from his palace

watched the tire and smoke of the enemy. “ In despite of

the power of the French, he drove the people before him

like sheep, destroying towns, castles, and cities, in such a

manne ‘ and number, that, long after, in memory of this act,

the sharp points and gable ends of overthrown houses were

commonly called Knolles’ mitrcs.” 3

But these successes, although they contributed to his

reputation, could not retrieve the cause he, had undertaken

to assist. The lilac]: Prince returned to ,l‘lngland, Sir

lobert Knollys, partly in consequence of some differences

which arose between him and others in command, retired

into Brittany, thus closing the expedition of 1370. This,

with the two campaigns fought; under the Black Prince,

formed the principal epochs of his military life. A time of

comparative peace and retirement; followed ; “ he gave orders

to all his men at arms and archers, to go where they could

tind most profit, and several returned to l‘lngland.”

He was still in Brittany, governor of the ‘astlc of Brest,

in 1377.

In 1376 the Black Prince died. “To can imagine how,

during those calmer years, the faithful soldier, from his “astle of Derval, watched with sympathy and grief the

untimely fading of “ the tlower of English chivalry ; ” mind—

ful of the welcome hour when first, in 1356, he. had entered

the congenial service of the. illustrious prince; refilling the

valour and courtesy successively so conspicuous on the

9 Hume says, “ at the head of thirty thousand men."

1 l‘lroissart.

'3 Fuller.

  



 

 

eventful day at, Toictiers, when he may himself have been

an eye-witness to the supper after the battle, at which the

prince remained standing to serve his royal captive; re—

membering too the kindness and the favour with which his

own services to the prince had been requited, which made

the loss so personal, his recollections so dear; and the bright

heroic qualities, pro-eminently characteristic of their possessor,

but whose reflection was shed over his followers, so that “ lch

(lien ” and “Hoch Muth ” seemed not: only the prince’s own

motto, but the watehword of all around him. “rhether

Sir Robert Knollys visited England during the four years

of seclusion and sullbring which preceded the death of

Edward does not appear, and whether he was one of the

large number who, at the last solemn moment, passed through

his chamber3 to take a farewell look at the dying prince, we

know not ; but he at: any rate shared in the universal sorrow

his premature death occasioned, when even at; Paris funeral

masses were performed for the dead, shadowing forth the

impressive pomp of the final scene at Canterbury.

But the services of Sir lobert Knollys to the l’lant'agenets

did not die with the Prince of “Vales; he continued to assist

the royal princes in the wars which they subsequently under-

took, and we lind him, once more, in 1378, actively resuming

his profession of arms, and joining John of Gaunt in one

of his foreign expeditious. Two years later he was with

Thomas of \Voodstock, Duke of Gloucester, when he con-

ducted an army into France on behalf of the Duke of

Brittany. Peace was lioyvcver made by the Duke with the

King of France, the French war languished, and Sir ltobert

Knollys returned to ling-land to end his active career by a

timely service to the young King lichard ll. 'l'he rebellion

headed by “rat, Tyler broke, out, disturbed the peace of

lamdon, and perilled the safety of liichard. This was re-

pressed bv the remarkable courage of the bov—king, then

i .l/v Muffin/a o/i I'M/JV rill/,‘H, 1t, 7,11.
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only fifteen years old, who, aided by the veteran soldier,

successfully paeitied the insurgents.

This was in the month of June, 1381, and in that same

month, on the 27th, the manor of Sculthorpe be 'ame the

property of Sir Robert Knollys.’1 The heiress of Sir John

de Norwich, who had possessed this manor, and whose family

had held it since 1317, took the veil and sold her estates at

Sculthorpe. These were bought by Sir Robert Knollys, who,

now nau'ly seventy years old, turned his thoughts towards

England, ceased to live abroad, and severed his long con-

nexion with Brittany and Aquitaine. It is asserted “that in

his old age he. resigned the government of Aquitaine.”5

From this it would seem to have been the case that after the

return home or death of the Black l’rinee, he was given

authority over some part of the territory yet remaining- to

England; but after 1380 he is not again mentioned in the

annals of foreign warfare: his active services ended in the

loyal assistance he gave to the young king, and it seems

conclusive that from this time until his death in HOT, he

remained in l‘lngland, with the exception of one visit to

tome, to fulfil a vow, a pilgrimage undertaken with seine

idea of religious devotion, but also to visit the hospital

which he had there founded in conjunction with Sir Hugh

(:‘alverley ten years bet‘ore.

These last twenty—six years of his life were chiefly

employed in devising and carrying out many good and great

undertakings; the vast wealth and costly treasure which he

had acquired in the French wars being new apparently

devoted to these objects.G (Ft) him it could not be said, as so

remorset'ully by one in later times, “llad I but served my

God as I have served my king, lle would not; in mine age

have lett me to mine enemies . . . .,” tor, the two grand ideas

“ l‘xlometield, under “ Sculthorpe."

4" liennet‘s [It's-{wry ’I/V ,l-f/a/t'mml', and l’olydore Yereil‘s Inawry q/' [fay/«ml.

‘7 lll uttelield, vol. vii“ Rye, edition, 1». 175,:tttdlve11net‘s History of l'.r‘r',’lu'/‘//Z.
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acted out in his lit‘e were these two seryices, according to the

standard ot‘ the day—spotless loyalty, brilliant courage,

ready selt‘»sacritice representing the one, and the consecration

ot‘ time and wealth to pious enterprise t‘ultilling the other.

In fact, the peculiarity of his career, and that which raises

him above his comrades of that time, eminent with him for

genius, courage, and devotion as soldiers, is the union ot' this:

with the greater merit and higher achieyement of deeds ot’

religion and mercy, which were equally a part of his life and

character, and for which he is still remembered and com-

memorated.

The variety and range, of these undertakings, and their

magnitude, are remarkable. Besides the two Norfolk

churches, ll'arpley and Sculthorpe, one near London, the

church of the Carn‘ielites or “thite Friars, was entirely

rebuilt by him.7 “lie gave bount‘it‘ully to the building of

Rochester bridge, and founded a chapel and chantry at the

an;

east end thereof. He established a hospital at Rome “ for

English trayellers,” and a hospital and college at; l’oiitcfraict'.

The college was intended for a master and six fellows, and

the almshouse adjoining for a master, two chaplains, and

thirteen poor men and women. llis estates at Sculthorpe

were settled on this college, which was liberally endowed,

the revenue amounting to £180 per annum.‘J In Queen

Elizabeth’s time (1363) it was still called “ Knolles’s Ahns-

house,” and “ in it were maintained titteen aged people; and

the Mayor of l’ontefi'act was authorized from time to time

to place aged, impotent, and needy persons in the same

(almshonse, according to the ancient foundation.”l This

institution was intended by Sir lobert Knollys to have been

established at Seulthorpe, or, as it is expressed in lieland’s

7 Blometield. llngdale's Jfiums/z'mn, \‘ol. vi., page 1672.

5 Fuller's 1171/1/11)», and \Veeyer‘s “I'mew/l lemum/H/x.”

9 Tanner‘s AWN/M elbows/MI (Yorkshire) \r\‘i.. t.

I llotfllll‘oytl's III‘A/H/‘j/ of I’ll/l/l./‘/'u’4/,

 



 

v
.
.
.).

p

Itinerary, “ Syr Robert Knolls that was the notable warrior

yn France, builded in this part of l’ontel‘raet Trinity College,

having a hospital joined to it; he was myndid to have made

this college at his manor of Skouthorp, three miles from

“falsinglnim, but at the desire of Constance hys wife, .....

he turned his purpose, and made it in the very place of

Pontefract where his wile was borne”? This wife C011-

stance was probably a Beverley, as the arms which oc-

curred frequently at Sculthorpe and Harpley impaled with

his were borne by a Yorkshire family of that name. She

died before him, and was buried at \Vhitc Friars’ church.

It is alleged that they had one daughter, Emma Babington,

but this seems doubtful; and whether he was the ancestor

of the Rails of Banbury or not is a disputed point: he was

probably a member of the family from which they descended,

but had himself no children.3 In the east window of St.

Michael’s church at Norwich, before mentioned, the several

coats of arms, of which Sir Robert Knollys’ is one, were to

commemorate such of the knights of Edward III.’s time,

belonging to Norfolk and Suffolk, as had died without leaving

sons.“

Sir Robert had possessed the manor of Seulthorpe four

years when he founded at l’ontet‘raet the college and hos-

pital which he had desired to establish at Sculthorpc. He.

had probably therefore taken up his abode at the manor-

house before this period (1385). More, than one writer

mentions his having “ lived " at Seulthorpe : the restoration

3 Leland‘s Iii/rivalry, vol. i. page «11.

3 “The armorial laittlements ot‘ Harpley Church, Norfolk." From the

“ Ilrmld and finalizing/fat," by J. G. fiehols; “SA.

“ “An old parchment roll in my possession informs me that the following

arms and inseription \vere tixed in the window ..... In the Second pane . . . .

Rob Knollys."—-]}/mar/aM, vol. iv. page ST.

l'nder the window was an inscription: “ Monsieur Thomas I‘lrpinghani,

(‘hevalien a faire eette l'enC‘tre an remembrai:nee do tout les seignenrs, barones,

et ehivaleres qui sont moits sans issu male, en les routes de Nortl‘. ct Sall'olk,

depuis le roronation de l‘ldwarde lll.”
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of the ehureh, and the large. number of eonnnenim‘ative

shields placed in, it by hint testify to his interest in the place.

In a list of his property made in 1,383, his “house” at,

“Seulthorpe” is reeorded. )lueh that is now standing of

the ehureh is of the period of the later years ot" his lil'e, the

(late of the present north aisle according with that of his

alleged residenee.

His estate here was considerable, and he had lands in

adjacent parishes, all of whit-h, with other property in York-

shire and London, were left. by him to I’ontel’raet College.

Dug-dale gives an enumeration, taken from the Til/er Ire/r-

sz'n-sz‘z'c-Hs, 2(Jtli of Henry VIII, of the various estates which

he settled upon this instit'utionz'3—“ Collegiuin sive Donuts

“eleniosinaro de Saneta Trinitat’o in I’ontet‘raet fundat: per

“Robertuni Knolles, iniliteni.

C .s'. 1]

“ Coni Ebor . . . . .

“ London . . . . .

“Nerf. Skulthor) mansio &e. . . T37 17 (1,1,1 ; 2 e
_ 1 ,

“ Danton, nianer) . . . f) 10 t)

“ Tattert‘orth, 111111101?) . . . 1t) 73 2

“ Kettlestone inaner') . . . >1: 8 11’)

‘)

“ Burnhaui nianer . . . 11 t) t)

“ Overhaye, 111111101") . . . 1’ 17 :3

“ Sherfurth, inanei‘v . . , ‘2 t) 2 ”

The manor of St Paneras in Hiddlesex also belonged to him,

and was bCllll \athed to the (‘arthusian Priory in London.

“Vith these. extensive possessions, it: is easy to see how his

solitary old are. was enlivened and oeeupied lw the distri—

bution and assignment; of his Wealth. “'hat‘. became of his

estate in Brittany remains ohsenre, and he seems to have.

had no tie with Cheshire, his native County, where. he had

no inheritance. The position to whieh he had attained was

unaided by the prestige of feudal greatness or (llfitllltl'tll‘llt‘tl

5 JIu/imh'mu, \‘Hl. \‘i. p: it 1‘, p.191- 71L.

 



family, and was the result of mere force of individual

qualities.

But although Cheshire (lid not contribute to his success,

he has not been forgotten there. Upon the monument of

Sir Hugh Calverley, in Bunbury church, in that county,6

are the arms of Knollys and C‘alverley repeated alternately

all round the recumbent effigy; doubtless by the desire of

Sir Hugh, his friend and companion in arms, who, like him,

lived through all the chances and dangers of war, and ended

his days at an advanced age.

Sir Hugh Calverley’s arms were placed by Sir Robert in

the church at Scnlthorpe, when the time came for decorating

his finished work.

Continuing the already begun elevation of his predecessors,

he added to and enlarged the church, and then, as was the

custom in those days, placed around it his own coat of arms

and those of the heroes who had shared with him the events

and triumphs of his life: first and foremost that of the

Black Prince, not, as in Harpley church, his badge, “your

impair,” but that well—known device, associated with many

an inspiring reeollection,—the arms of England with a,

silver label,—~borne by the Princc on the field of battle;

the same Whose lions and tleur—de—lys still dimly gleam from

the faded sureoat hung above the royal tomb in Canterbury

cathedral. rl‘hen followed the other arms, as before enume-

rated,—fourteen coats, besides his own with two modifications.

A halt-etihced painting in the roof of the north aisle, im—

possible now to identity, is the only trace in the church of

armorial decoration, and whether it formed part of the

bright diadem which then ornamented the interior cannot

be known. An iiulisputable memorial of the work of Sir

tobert Knollys exists however in a shield of stone, which

was found in the church some years ago, with his arms

carved upon it—a chevron and three roses.

The rebuilding of the church, although no transient

" See Mothatd's .llam/umwt’at I'll/fifth»,plates115,9”.
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Illlthl‘ttlkillg‘, was probably finished by himself), for his days

were long in the land, and as time passed away he still

lived on. The special gift had been his of immunity in

danger, and to it was added an extended period ot‘ old age,

in which to prosecute his more consecrated labours. The

last years of his long career, begun under the brilliant

auspices of Edward 1H,, and stretched out through the

successive reigns of Richard H. and Henry IV., were

brought to a peaceful close in his adopted county of Norfolk,

where, at the age of ninety-two, under' the shadow of his

own church tower, he finally passed away from a life more

varied, more stirring, more shining with bright deeds than

ot'ten falls to the lot of a soldier of fortune. He diet “ in

peace and honour” on the 15th of August, 1407, and was

buried “about the Feast of the Assumption.” The burial

took place, according to a previous arrangement, at the

\Vhite Friars’ church, by the side of his wife Constantia.

To that far distant destination his body was conveyed in a

litter,—a funeral procession doubtless attracting many ob-

servers, as, winding out of Sculthorpe on the long-age

summer morning, it moved slowly out of sight in the

direction of London.7

“ 'l'he boast of ln-raldry, the pimp of power,

And all that beauty, all that wealth e'er gave,

Await aliln- the inevitable hour;

The paths ot‘ glory lead but to the grave.”

Although so large a number of writers have chronicled

the lite and doings of Sir l’tobert, Knollys, so that particulars

are atlbrded from very various sources, yet these are so

unconnected and desaltory, that a certain indistinetness

clings to the portrait. as it presents itself. The dust of

centuries has thickened over it, and hides t‘rom us the many

picturesque details, the countless: incidents, the loolc, the

bearing, the immediate surroumlings, which, it' still visible,

7 Dugdale's Bum/Wye, vol. ii. p. «tl‘l. Stziwe‘s SH ‘m‘z/ 13/" [mu/m}. p, 11W.

Stones /’///'mm/«. p. 321], under Henry IV.
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would be the points of light to enliven and enrich the sub-

ject; but still a figure is discernible whose natural force

and determination of character seem to have stamped the

circumstances and actions of his life, lending zeal to service,

constancy to purpose, and causing- faith to blossom in those

.
.
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good works which had manifestly less to do with a seltish

superstition than with a true and wide charity to the world

around him.

But Whilst the most remarkable of those associated with

the church at‘Seulthorpe, and its special benefactor, he was

not its founder. Some, three hundred years before this time  
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there is no doubt that a church existed; it is noticed in

 

Domesday Boo/x; and further evidence was lately afforded,
8 .

Iwhen in preparing the foundations to 1 an addition due west

of the nave, traces of an ancient tower were found, showing

that the church had originally been built in the more usual

form instead of as afterwards desiwned with the tower
J : a :

placed on the south side of the nave. This second tower

bears evidence of a somewhat earlier time than the days of

#
1

Sir lobert Knollys, and competent judges have given it the

date of the latter part of the thirteenth or beginning of the

fourteenth century. The proportions are beautiful, and it

w
.
.
-
‘
-

_
,

still forms the best feature of the church :—its masonry,
“
M
y
-

unscathed by the rough exigencies of many centuries of

Norfolk climate, as sharp, solid, and well—defined as on the

day it was completed. The situation, projecting south of the nave, made its arched doorways the principal entrance

to the church. It was probably the work of the family of

 1‘ De Norwich, who, at the time indicated, held the manor. {‘31

.‘ The church, as reconstructed by Sir Robert Knollys, appears \ ‘

t to have consisted of nave, north aisle, and chancel. The ;

chancel must have been a large one; its foundations only 3

remain, about ten feet beyond the present- building. In 5; l

1th) its “high alt‘ar’” was still in full use. The north
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aisle, more abiding, is in excellent preser 'ation, and contains

some small stone corbels, alternately heads and shields. In

three of these is carved a Catherine wheel, a coat of arms

which has sometimes been attributed to the family of De

Boys. One of this name was rector of Scnlthorpe at the

very moment of the restorations by Sir Robert Knollys, and

they were probably his arms which were thus associated

with the new church.

But although the rest of the armorial decorations—links

connecting this quiet locality and its village church with

historical personages and events have faded and disap—

peared, other memorials of a different kind of interest

remain. The chief of these is the Font, a fine specimen

of the Norman style, in massive square form, elaborately

carved. From the resemblance of this font to another in

the neighbourhood—one less ornamented, but of the same

date and form, that at Toftrees, and from the fact that

other relics of Norman work—fragments of stones and

pillars—have been found in Sculthorpe church, it would

seem not improbable that this font was originally made and

intended for the place it has so long occupied, and was

carefully preserved, with the reverence attached to its sacred

mission, through the several changes and renovations which

passed over the building in bygone times.

 

The block of stone, some three feet square, is enriched on

all four sides with sculptures, and one of these is cited” as

displaying an unusually early instance of the Virgin Mother

crowned, and bearing in her arms the infant Christ. The

carving of the face, crown, and waving hair of the Madonna

is still clea‘ and delicate. The child on her knee receives

the adoration of the “three kings,” whose figures are

depicted, as well as that of S. Joseph, and the Virgin

and Child, on one side of the square, forming the orna-

mentation of that part of the font. The attitude of the

'-’ l‘aley's SIP/mm] 15/" (Yet/«fr ‘ trr/n'hw/IUW, p. 51.
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three wise men answers exactly to the Biblical description——

“They saw the young child . . . . fell down and worshipped,

and presented gold, frankincense, and myrrh:”——l<necling,

they offer vases and a bag of gold; each being further

represented with a crown, according to tradition. S. Joseph

stands on the other side of the Virgin.

The remaining three sides of the font contain patterns of

circles, foliage, and other designs ; and at each upper corner

is a carving of the head of a rain or lion, a slender pillar

beneath finishing each angle.

The font was placed in 1861, for its better preservation,

upon a new pedestal, consisting of five shafts, copied from

that of the Norman font in the church at Toftrees.

After the font perhaps the most noticeable objects in the

church are two monuments to the Unton family. The

earliest is in memory of Henry Unton, and is the most

interesting, not so much from the history of the individual,

of Whom little can be ascertained, as from the beauty of the

brass which commemorates him. He is said to have come

from Chorley in Laneashire, and to have purchased estates

in Norfolk, and was apparently buried here. Underneath

the graceful brass which bears his name—a kneeling figure

in armour, with the hands clasped as if in prayer—is this

inscription :

391: mm Marinas @Intmt QEmtiImmt quunam

mmgrapbufil but Brats ht th’ 331mm qut

ufiitt hirrfimu frpttmu his mmfj (Stugufti

g“ Uni manna tut“ ate ppitirtl Mus gmm. 2

3 The following note on the word Cirographorns, in second line of Unton's

inscription, has been otl‘ered :——

“If a deed is made by more parties than one, there ought to he as many

copies of it as there are parties to it, and each should be cut or indented on the
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llis will, which is given in Niehols’ [sz‘on ,I)z/'(‘nfe/'z'm,3

throws some light upon the circumstances with which he

was surrounded, and is the earliest document which has been

found relating to the Untons. Henry Unton’s brother

Hugh was the ancestor of the more distinguished branch

of the family, who lived at lVadley in Berkshire, whilst

his own descendants settled as merchants in London. The

other b‘ass figures in the church are probably those of his

son John, with Elizabeth his wife, and their eight children.

The brass in memory of Henry Unton has from time to

time attracted attention. It was visited by “Vcever, and is

noticed in his Friar/w]! JIO/zumeuz‘s. Blomefield also mentions

it, but without particulars of the individual or family; and

Cotman drew it fifty years ago, for his beautiful collection

of 3'05710/71' Bimsps.

top or side to tally with the other, which deed, so made, is called an indenture.

Formerly it was usual to write both parts on the same piece of parchment, with

some word or letters of the alphabet written between them, through which the

parchment was cut, either in a straight or indented line, in such manner as to

leave half the word on one part and half on the other. Deeds thus made, were

denominated Chirographa, the word (-hirographum being usually that which is

divided in making; the indenture."—Blaekstoue, Clnanzwzhm'ls, vol. ii., p. 200'.

The ofiiee of C/iz‘x'uyz't/p/larus Domini Ii’zy/z'x, held by Sir H. ['nton at one

period of his life, was so called because that officer engrossed and delivered the

indentures er ehirographs of the tines acknowledged in the Court of Common

l’leas. The oilieer is of very great antiquity. He is mentioned in the Statutes

‘3 Hen. IV. c. S; \Vestminster 2d. (13 Ed. 1.), and 23 Elia c. 3. (See 3 Inst.

~MS).

3 T/M' l'n/w larva/mars ; will: Gz’HL'II/Og/I'c’ll/ Notices of flu? family qf (31(0)).

ll}: J. G. Nichols, Esq, Fa .v .

   




