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THE REV H. J. LEE—\VARNER, M.A,,

HON. CANON 01“ XOIHYICH.

IN a recent memoir we traced. the descent of the Calthorps

of Burnhain from Donmsdug/ to the extinction of their line,

through failure of male issue, AJ). 1551, and we now revert

to a collateral b’anch, also extinct, which issued from the

main stem AJ). 1436, in tho first Calthorp of Coekthorp.

It will be remembered that Isabel Bacon, wife of Sir Oliver

Calthorp, AJ). 1376, had brought into the family her manors

of Cockthorp and Blakeney; but she again severed them

from the inheritance, in favour of her younger grandchild

Richard. In thus turning back to a former page of our

history, the sequence of our narrative will remind us of an

1F)£(’d/, succeeded by an Ez'logzw o ' a Georgie. The memories

of Agincourt, and the death struggle of the Roses, will give

place to the pastoral obscurity of the lives of country

gentlemen, alternating as James and Christopher for eight

or ten gene ‘atiens, on the banks of a nameless brook, in a

remote corner of the island.

The Vii/35' Ca/I‘/101p[mm says: “This Isabel died 1‘3 Henry

IV., and by her will gave Sniterley (lilakeney) to her
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grandchild Richard 0t Cochthorp. The will with Mr. Bacon

of Norwich.” A copy of this will, which is written in

Norman French, is now with Lord Calthorpe; but while it

gix'es to “Richard Fitz a Sir “Tilliam Calthorp a aver ct tenor

a lay et a sex heirs de son corps issuant” large estates in

Essex and elsewhere, it is altogether silent on the subject of

the Eniterley gift, which may have formed a nuneupative

codicil. However that might have been, the intention of the

testatrix was fully recognized twenty—six years afterwards by

the male heir of Burnham and his trustees, who, in the

following terms conveyed the manors : “ Sciant presentes ct

futuri quod 1105 Simon Felbrigg, mil, Brianus Staplcton, mil,

‘Vills Paston, Nichs Atchurch, ex assensu et spontanca volun—

tate “*inin Calthorp, arm., consanguinei ct heredis \Villm‘

Calthorp, mil, defuncti, viz., filii et hered. Johis Calthorp,

mil, defuneti, filii et heredis priedicti \Villmi Calthorp, mil,

et juxta effectum ultimze voluntatis Isabella) qum fuit 11XOI‘

Oliveri Calthorp, mil, sororis et heredis Barth. Bacon, mil,

dimisimus libere, &c. Ricardo Caltherp, arm“, filio pnedicti

“Tilli Calthorp, mil, et Margarettte lixoris pracdicti manei-l

nos? de Sniterley, &e. The. Astley testis. Dated 11 Hen. V1.

(1436.) The deed With Hen. Calthorp, Esq., at Ampton.”

And the above further enables us to correct an error of

Blomefield, who makes Richard to be the son, and not (as

he really was) the grandson of Isabel (late Bacon).1

1 The descent in the fifteenth Century would seem hopelessly confused if

we had not the clear evidence of the Mekylfeld will to guide us. The Km].

71's. for (‘oektherp (11ml. JLSX, 1154), c.g/., commences thuszfi

“John Cal. of Cochthorp, 2d son of John Cal. aforesayde and 2 brother to

Sir \Vill.

“John Cal. of Cocktherp, Esq., mar. yP d. of Erming . . . and had issue

Christopher and Oliver.

“ Christopher Cal. of Ceckthorp, Esq., mar. yP d. of . . . . & had issue

John, sonn & h.

“John Cal. of Cock, Est}, mar. Alice (1. of John Astley, Sc”

“Vith this compare the opening of the will of Mai-gt. Mekylt'eld, proved at

Norwich, December 12, 1180, on opposite page.



 

is: ‘

l
i

For more than one reason the estate, which thus passed, I

merits a particular description. It occupies an elevated l

plateau on the belt of high ground which extends from i

llunstanton to Cromer, on the verge of the German Ocean; '

but never runs inland beyond a few miles. The watershed j,

, thereby formed has a drainage of brooks or rivulets, which,

like the Stitl‘key river, have cut their way northwards,

through the ehalks and gravels, occasionally in dells 0r gorges ll

of picturesque character, before they lose themselves in the

salt marsh or sandy beach. Coekthorp, as its name indicates,

is a village perched on an eminence, although the dead level ¥

of the table land, at this particular spot, prevents an i \

extensive outlook. The ground floor of the manor house,

contiguous to a public road, could never have commanded ‘1

more than two objects: the village cross, whose base is still m

sz'z‘zr, and the little parish church, a plain and unpretending

structure, standing on as bleak a spot as any within the

county. But in a few hundred paces the scene gradually

changes. A very slight elevation would look out on old ocean

for many a league; and southward the eye ranges over the i I l

‘Valsinghani Deanery, with many of its dependent churches,

around the celebrated shrine of the Pa'athalassian Virgin.

The grand Norman pile ot’ the abbey church of Binham

lies in the adjoining parish, and Jforms a middle distance.

From the village a steep descent of several hundred yards

leads down the chalk escarpment to the bottom of the gorge,

where the church of St. Mary, Stitl'key,—formerly accom-

panied by a, twin sister,—nestles on the river’s bank, on which

the gray towers of the Lord Keeper, Sir Nicholas Bacon,

“ lmprimus lego animzun, &e., Corpus que meum sepeliendum infra liecliam l

omnI scor’ de t'okethorp juxta Rein. (‘althorp quendinn inaritnin int‘uni.‘

Hie further names her sons John, ()liver. and \Villiain.

The, will of her first husband, Richard Calthorp, was proved Feb. ‘25. 1138, 2

and he appoints “ Margaretznn uxorein meani et dohanneni lrniyngland.

llectoreni ccelia‘ parochialis sci. Johannis de Stytl‘hey " his executors. I

 



 
  

-
'
_
v
_

A
A

is

    

  

    

    

  

         

  

 

   

   

    

  

   

158

preserve his memory and his name—Nerf. A)’(‘//[(’0/., vol. \‘iii,

p. 1—13. Higher up, the rounded hill of \Varborough

retains in its name and aspect a recollection of the tronblous

times when the beacon fire on its summit flashed signals of

invasion to the so-called “Danish ” camp at WVarham, an

earthwork which dates probably from earlier British days.

Such were the surroundings of Richard entering on his new

abode. He counted his sheep by thousands, whether they

roamed on the commons and inhaled the “ croceos odores”

of the golden furze, which is still the weed of the district,

or Whether, under careful shepherds, they were tended on

the salt marsh,2 as they followed the receding tides. The

wool of the black—faced Norfolk (a breed now extinct) was

fairly long in the staple, although dark and scanty; but such

of it as was not left on the bushes where they rambled was

convertible into clothing and blankets, which, in most of the

wills of the period, occur as a usual legacy to favoured sons

or cousins. The surplus—readily disposed of at the staple of

Norwich, or spun in the looms of \Vorstead, or perhaps

shipped at Blakeney in a contraband runner to Belgium—

was a valuable source of income ; and accordingly the wills

are evidence that it was frequently so considered. Thus,

John Calthorp (1503): “ To Alys my witfe all my shepe

pastured in Cokethorp, and all my weders pastured in the

field of Morston.” Thus again, Christopher (1547): “To

my sone James all my purchased lands, and residue of plate

and moveables in full satisfaction for 1000 shcpe, which that

I the said Christofer Calthorp standeth bound to deliver to

said James by a pryer Incre of COVL of marriage made

between Robert Garneys and John Garneys, Esq., and me the

said Christofer.”

'3 An inq. p.111. taken on the death of Christopher Calthorp, 1 Cali 1.,

specifies, inter alia, “ Quadraginta acras marisci salsi in Blakeney, ct dueentas

acres marisci salsi et chingle in Cley."
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It may probably admit of question whether Richard

Calthorp, on succeeding to his Cockthorp inheritance, found

there a mansion suited to his advanced position. He

bequeaths his messagium in Colicthorp to his Wife Margaret,

in eontradisti11ctio11 to a certain “ tenementum voe1t11m

Bares in WVretill,” a manor, which he had in Essex, by his

grandmother’s will. “To presume, therefore, that he lived

there; although the extensive foundations, and the more

fragment of a doorx'ay, preserved in a farm stable, would

indicate a later date. But here at least he died, leaving sons

and danOl1ters,11nd providin0' for his sepnlture, “ coram

cuiiam sanetam in lcelesia Omnium Seorum in Colithorp”

He died eompa1ativel_v e1'11lv; and his 11 idow, \vho remairied,

was left by him111 full pessession, and (if we may judge. by

her will) had occasion to play the part of a peacemnker

among her children who seem to have lived around her, but

11‘hose relations among themselves \ve1e not the most aunt-able.3

To inice, her son5 \vife, she bequeaths “duo salsaria 111110111j

una cum cooptoii 11c etiam 111111111111tei11111 111 01111 (1111c naper

fuerunt Job'is Hastleyqpt1is dicta: Xliei1a) ad te1n1ii11 \it'1e sum,

et quod post mortem suam illa salsaria et crate111 1e1111111e'1111t

Christoi’ero filio dietorum Joliis ct inieize.” She bequeaths

to Margaret, the daughter of Robert Braunch, “ 201111111

3 “ Item volo qd. eum Oliverus Calthorp filius mous per diversa seripta sua

obligatoria miehi {LC \Vill‘m’ Calthorp film 11100 11d 11511111 111011111 obligat" in

di\"so1'11111 (lt'nar‘ 51111111151 mit'hi ad div'sa, festa in iisdem scriptis Contcn

11d. si idem (Hiverus ant Agnes uxor eills implieent molestent, seu pertnrlu‘ut

Johannmn Culthorp heredes sen assiguat' suns do (511.) pro 11110 X110S>:l;;‘i0 «'t

certis terris ct ten’tis in Cokethorp qua: iidem (Hiverns et Agnes 11111111 do

lieentid 1110,31 oe<;111,1:1verint(11l tune divta scripta obligatoria (‘edant ml usum

111011111 11L pt'cunim indc provenientos disponontur 11d executionmn 111'11-s011tes

test. 11111i et si 111111 relaxeut totum eorum ..... in pra'dict‘ tori" itzi quad

ipsum Johann’ 111111 inquietent nt. pridem, et tune volo q“ dicta st'ripta

obligatoria eidemUlivero deliberen’t, t't V010 et require quoad pra‘diL't11111\\‘illn1.

filinm 1111111111 (1“ ipse non relaxet eidem Olivero nee aliquod faciat in barra

“blight 1,11" prmdi ct", KT."
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blodii eoloris harnessatam cum argento deaurato.” This

Robert was apparently a son of Edmond Braunch, Whose

arms were impaled with Calthorp in the chancel of Stody

i Church—1310111. 1V02f, v. 960. She finally provides for her

’ interment by the side of her first husband, and constitutes

her son John her sole executor.

The Will of this John is dated June 6th, 1503, and is one

of the first in English of the series of Calthorp wills in the

Norwich Registers. His monumental brass is coarsely

executed, and is now read with difficulty ; but it informs us,

by comparison with his will, that the “‘Vhyte Fryres of

Snetyrles ” (the Carmelites of Blakeney) claimed his body

9 as that of a deceased benefactor. It reads :— 
Eic jaunt curpura Bahamas @111ther grmifii units

fimhatufm {client 86 glide hits Bi’ qti uhiit

xii“ his (augustri a hat mfiiii—Eiah ppicizt. 
A mutilated escutcheon preserves only a trace of the engrailed

border of the Astley coat, and a circular cavity in the centre

«
~
r
<

_

of its impalement is the only remaining evidence of the

cinquefoil ermine, originally in enamel, Which it once

contained.

From him4 the stock proceeds, giving out a fruitful olf-

shoot in the person of Richard of Antingham, who, had he

lived to see it, would have been proud of the civic honours

‘ conferred on his boy Martin, Lord Mayor of London, in the

I thirtieth year of Elizabeth. This Antingham memorial

3, is most conveniently studied among the Brassm of Cotman.

'v ‘Vorn and mutilated as the monument now is, and even in

it 4 Extract from his will, dated March 12, 1547 :—

2 l, “ If it channeeth that I dye at Cokethorp, to be bnryed in the channsell

’ i; there before the ymago of all Saints, and if it chauneeth that I dye and

p ! dr-pzu'te at- Blakeney, my body for to be buried in the Fish Church at

‘ Blakeney aforesayde next to my flather‘s grave.”

n

i

t

’ J

3
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part transposed, it is so complete a. record as to deserve more

:areful notice than any that has yet been given it. Eleven

sons and tive daughters, represented in effigy, with their

names inscribed in order, enable us to give to each his proper

place in the pedigree; and beside them a smaller group of

two grandsons, and a granddaughter, remains to be accounted

for. These are apparently the children of Antony, the

mercer, of London, who, dying at his country house, Mason’s

Hill, Bromley, was there buried; but left a legacy to the

poor of Antingham. A little plate with his name existed in

Cotman’s time, but has since been abstracted by the Chisel

of some collector. Blometield’s hasty conclusion, more than

once repeated, arose from his counting the. heads, but ignoring

the names of the children. The inscription runs thus ; and

we give it at full length in order to correct Blomefield’s

errors and interpolations :—

“IIEllE YNDER LYETH EIVRII‘ID RYCUARD C'ALTHORI‘ JCSQVYER

YE SSNE OI" JIM); ('ALTHURP 01" (‘OKTHORI’ ESQCYICR

AND ANNE Ills \VIFH

LATE YE \VH‘E 01“ IHHHZHT RAYN "S IESQ’ER

 

Tun DAYGII'I'l-Il‘i or iamroxn nixs'rrxos iasm'm:

wrenn snnn RICHARD man-urrrr) THYS LYI-‘T-l

TUE XX DAVE or JAxi‘Anr AN" D'NI 1554

AND IN run rrx’nsr AND sneoxnn \‘ni:i:s or KYNG I‘HYLYI’I’E AND QI'ENE MARY

AND THE sum; ANNE

Diccnxsnn Tnn xxx DAYE or MARCHE AXO nxi 1562.

COD HE I‘R:\\I.'\'1il)_H

The armorial b éarings on the ledger are not without signifi-

cance. The. (“althorp coat is charged with an annnlet on the

ermine fess for ditl'erence, denoting the fifth house. A second

- escntcheon has Calthorp, impaling Hastings, quartering

‘ Ftoliot. A third bears the arms of the “ Merchant Adven-

turers,” barry-nebuly arg. and (12., on a chief quarterhr

roses. These Merchant Adventurers or Tlamburgh Mer—

‘ gules; l and Jr, a lion pass-ant gardant; 2 and 3, two

chants were one of the most ancient of the City companies;
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and when their first incorporation, 1296, was confirmed by

Queen Elizabeth, they rose to such a position of wealth and

eminence, as not only to excite the jealousy of our own

woollen traders at Norwich, 0.9., and Ipswich, but in a measure

to cripple the trade of Hamburgh and the chief continental

centres. A fourth escutcheon has the Mercer’s Arms—a

demi virgin couped, crowned, and wreathed with roses.—

Edmondson’s Heraldry. These memorials seem to indicate

that several of the brothers contributed to their parents’

monument; among them Edward the merchant, and Bartram,

whose brass remains incised in Roman capitals. The relation

of these brasses to the Cockthorp fleeces is obvious. They

serve to mark the passage from the sheepfold to the wool-

sack, and point out the steps by which Calthorps yet unborn

were to attain legal eminence in the service of the state or

sovereign.

VVe may briefly refer to Stow for the mayoralty of Sir

Martin,5 whose eventful year of office coincided with the

appearance of the Spanish Armada oll‘ the coast of England.

\Vhile the queen was riding on horseback through the camp

at Tilbury, by her presence infusing animation into the eager

hearts of her soldiers, her chief magistrate was engaged in

the metropolis extracting loans and subsidies from the pockets

of reluctant citizens, to supply the sinews of war. Doubtless,

unless prevented by his last fatal illness, he was present at

St. Paul’s, in attendance on the court, when the queen heard

the sermon. Perhaps his patriotic exertions had hastened the

messenger of death, and explain the suggestive tone of loyal

5 The original silver seal, to which Stow apparently had access for

engraving in his Survey qf London, and to which he has erroneously added

a crescent for difference, is now in the possession of the Rev. Jeffery Millard,

to whom I am indebted for some of the more recent documents connected

with the pedigree. It makes an oval impression, and stands about an inch

high, perforated for attachment with a trefoil aperture. lts setting is

mscriber “ C‘. (7. 159-1."
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melancholy which dictated the preamble of his will. “ If I

shall die in the service of her 111ajesty, then I will that my

brethren the aldermen join with my executors for my burial,

as beseemeth a good citizen.” The anticipation was fully

realized; the seal of the corporation fell from his hand

before the year was ended, and was received by Sir Roger

Martin

engraving are represented quarterly of six: 1 and 6,

 
and he died within two months. His arms in Stow’s

Calthorp; 2, Bacon; 8, three lions passant; 4, St. Diner;

5, (P) Stapleton. It is not without surprise that we recognize

in the third quartering the royal arms of England. It is not

very apparent by what right assumed, but one of the last

Calthorps of the line, on migrating to East Barsham, in-

serted the lions passant regardant as the forty-eighth of

a series of impalements in an oriel window of his “Tolterton

manor-house, as derived through Devereux, from a daughter

of Henry III., and it remained there to a comparatively

recent date. (See woodcut, p. 168.)

While the younger branches at Antingham were thus

inscribing their annals on monumental brass or marble, and

obeying the natural instinct of that craving for immortality

which is inherent in the human mind, a more perishable

material was selected by their cousin James of Cockthorp,

with the same end in view. His last will and testament is

not only suggestive of the outward life of a Norfolk squire

under the Tudors, but moreover expressive of the inner life

of religious England under an open Bible, and our readers

will share our regret that of the “lVyndowe of the South

Ile,” with the testator and his wife “ sett in it,” not a trace

remains. The same may be said also of the “ scrypture of

latyne” (latten) on his mother’s grave; but the “chauncell

gabell with its table of lfreestone,” at a cost of Vili. xiiis. lV'(/.,

may even now be traced; as also the testator’s tomb, from

the provisions of the will.

A court leet extract from an original document from the
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parish chest at “Vighfon gives us 1111 interesting g1i1npse. of

erkthorp at this periud.

“ Hundf' 410 Nor1h Grenhoo."

Styfl‘ekey C11n1 V1.8. Franc. (11101" Regis ct Regine (1111111. 5111 Lancastr,

Cokthorpp. 111111 tenf 1110 Jovis prox unto festum Sci Nicholui E131 1

u regnornm 1’111. 01; Mario (lei L315 Regis 0t Regine 1

Anglia Franc’ Nez11101. Je1‘11s111en1 at Hihnio 111101

(1010119. Regine 1115111111111? 0t 8101110 Archiduc. Austf

D110 Medioh’u‘i Burgnnd 0t Brahnnt’ eomit’ Haus—

110111'g F1111111F et T111111 s‘cdo et tereio.

C‘ertificatio inf 111. Jurafores die-11111: 3111") 511011171 s1111n1 (1“ Jacohus

Leta V‘X“. (C‘:11thorp11 211111 diniinuit et ueerochim’it 51111 011111

11155111 5110 peel? Vim vocut’ 10 11e1'11111b11111e1011 ‘Vey

v
s
~
.
_
.
,
‘

111111d Brokebuko 11111110 Cokthorpp Dehdnle 110011011

neeroehizwit sihi C11 arrati‘ 5110 13e011 11111118 3191‘ vocat

10 11e1':111111111a1eions' mere 11.111111 C‘oldesdn1e. 0t etiam

ELTON 11J“~ diminuit et :1(,'e1'oe11i:wit 51111 130011 T130 1101111111111C1u3

:1111111 131:1k1111111s 1101‘ (111011 capitulares 110 Styffekey

11011 possnnt facere. 11111011 [11111110, {L border 01‘ 110111-

11111113] sivo 1101-111111)111:1eionen1 51111111 111'011t debcnt. ;

111110 in Inertia est. Ht 131‘ ei 1111111 Sufiier 0111011111110

\ 1-1‘51'“ 11x’ let >111) 11011 iijs 1111“.

(1‘11: (1“ J1100b11s C‘;11tho1'1111 :11‘111 v01e11t’ absent sen"  11111111 1 81111111 11d Geri 811115 1110101111 hujus let prout debent.

- - \ . ~ - . . , ~ .

111‘ 01 pen. 1 11100 111 111. 111: 1)1' 01 110 11111111. 1t:1 ineere 5111) 11111 1

iij‘ 11111.
1

The 0111)’ fa1ni1y monument 1'e111z1i11i11g' in the 111110 church  
attracts attention 11111111131115' reason of its uncouth inscription:

“ 1x ASSK'IIEI) 110111; 11125111111 11121112 T111: 110111125 01: _

SIR .1 131115 e.\1.'1'11<>1:1*, 1;!m AND 11.11111 mnmnA 1115 “'11-‘13 1

[):\L'1'I]1'l'1’.11 TO JOHN “AVON ICML. 01" 11111

111‘ 111-111 111-1 HA1) 8 soxs, Axn G DAL'HIITI‘ 1.\,

IN \vnosn HH'ERAL )[AIHHAHICS Axn 15511: THE Aux-111x11 GLORY 01: .1

NAME AND 1v.\1111.\', (11 11M; 'l'Hl-IN 0111111~1.\'Axn Arnusr s«11.1~:1.\' 1N 111119511) 1

11111 111111.111'111511 AND IS 111LATA'1‘1211 1x111 MANY 01v 1111: 1; _

IX 1111: eurx‘rr. 111-: “21s 1111111111 11111. 16 my 011 .1131: AJX 1615. 1

AND or 1115 Ann 7171

THE 5111) DAME BARBARA SIWH'IVING “1M!

   

' IHH'SES

ANI) 111'1‘11 (10111'011'111111 \\'1'1‘11 1111; “1:111 or 19:1 or 11111111 (‘HILllllIiN

"111-: Ann 01‘ 80 \‘1‘:\1:.<,

 

:\V1) 'I'Illilli (H'IVSI’RINU, AT

  1".X1'1I1\N( ‘1 THIS 1.11313 FUR A 1;]1'1'1'1'711

\I'UN '1'111: 11“? 1».\\' or .\'0\"‘ A11). 11332)."
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The figures of this inscription, partially confirmed as they

are by the parish register, may not perhaps be disputed ; but

a passing smile may be indulged at the verbose pomp and

circumstance of its \‘aunting pretensions. Notwithstanding

our modern “Heeuba, centumque nurus,” the Cockthorp

branch in reality \ 'as about to wither on the stem, while other

fruitful seions were (if/(Mating elsewhere. Calthorps were

then living, not only in London, and at Antingham, but at

Dunchiddock near Exeter, “Tingfield in Suffolk, and even in

Calthorpe itself; and Gybbons, at this date, in search of

materials for the Vitz‘s, received from a collateral, John

Calthorp of Fineham, the following memorandum, worth

preserving for its quaintness :~—“ My great grandfather was

a gentleman, yet, I think, a younger son. He came, I think,

from the South, by reason of the good English he writ. He

had, as I remember by his will, 2 sons and 3 daughters.

He came a single man into Lincolnshire, and there married.

His sons were both married, and their grandchildren were

living at Pinchbeck."

But leaving these speculations, we turn to the safer ground

of registers and monuments, and the equally tangible

evidence of brick and mortar. The “rolterton manor—house

at East Barsham, although now roofless, and reduced to

broken walls, is one of the finest examples of moulded brick-

work in the kingdom. The humbler mansion of Thorpland

Hall, where these lines are written, vas apparently the work

of the same builders; and the so—called “Clamp Meadow,"

on the stream midway between them, points to the same

conclusion. The chimney-shafts and porches, with other

details of the two houses, are so fully illustrated in I’ugin’s

Got/[[0 Architecture as hardly to need description. Never—

theless, a photograph, taken from the leads of Thorpland,

enables us to bring near, not. only the Stapleton (?) lion and

Tudor rose crowned, which decorate the chimneys, but also

the original approach; formerly a public road, but now
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converted into a kitchen garden. In the latter of these

houses, Sir Christopher, the last male Calthorp of his line

who attained majority, brought up a numerous family.

From the former he was doomed to follow them, with the

exception of his eldest daughter, to the house appointed

for all living5, in his parish church at Fakenham.

The acquisition of these manors, by the marriage of James

his father with the heiress of the Fermors, is noticed by no

less a chronicler than Sir ll. Spelman; who, haying thoroughly

explored the “falsinghain Deanery, was doubtless told at

Cockthorp of the matrimonial engagement by Dame Barbara

herself. “ Relictti “ialsinghamia, et yillis in confinio croeeos

anhelautibus odores, litls‘llzllllltl} sub illo ternpore mdes condidit

istius tract Os illustr. Gulielmus li‘ermor, eques potens, e cujus

jam familia ad (:‘althorpos nupt‘iis t'ransiturte sunt."

The bridegroom might well quit C‘ockthorp, for he found

at East Barsham, in the “Toltcrton nmnor—lniaise, a new and

sumptuous mansion, completed at great cost, and in a style

of unusual magnificence. A series of raised medallions, in

sound and ornamental brickwork, in which the jewellcd

coitt‘ure of Henry of l'ianeaster and Elizabeth of York

alternates with Tudor roses, forms a deep string course on the

facade of the exterior, and carries the mind back to the date

of its erection. A corresponding richness preyailed in the

hall and corridors; and the aid of heraldry was invoked to

assist in recalling the memory of the old lords of the manor,

the “Todes, the Gourneys, and the “Toltertons. The whole

design was completed by a stately gate-house, on which the

arms of England were supported by the lion and griffin,

indicating a later date than the rest of the building; and, as

if to mark the day when Henry VHL as a royal pilgrim to

“Talsingham, may have once passed beneath it.

The husband, on his side, had contributed to this alliance

a fall proportionate share, whether of land or lineage, and

could surround his escutoheon of pretence with noble or even
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royal aehierements; of this the diamond quarry, engraved

in illustration, may be adduced as a specimen. It formed

one of a series which passed from an oriel window of the

“volterton manor-house, through the hands of Sir John

Fenn the archaeologist; and was properly restored by a

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

    
 

       

 3/5va 81:56.

subsequent possessor to the third Lord Calthorpe. His

portrait, the “Vera efligies Jacobi C'xlthorp arnii get. 38,

A.]). 1642,” is best known to us from the engraving in

Blomefield, vol. iii. fol. Its original was perhaps intended

as a present to his second bride, a daughter of Sir Edward

Lewknor of Denham, Suffolk; and, although the din of
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arms was resounding in the west of England, its echoes were

not thought loud enough to disturb a. Norfolk honeymoon.

‘Ve have no reason to conclude that this remarkable portrait

was in any 'ay exaggerated; 011 the contrary, we see him as

he was, habited in the silver gorget, which was hung up

afterwards in his hall at East Barsham, and figures as the

first item 011 the roll of his personal estate, preserved among

the Hunstanton muniments. As a staunch Norfolk Royalist

he deliberately adopted the costume of the Cavalier, in

opposition to the cropped tresses of the Rouudhead. \Vc

should be warranted in this conclusion by the high official

standing of his uncle, Sir Henry, in the service of the

Crown ; and the name Henrietta Maria, given by Sir Henry

to his youngest daughter. Of his equipments we may form

a notion (allowing for the lapse of years) when we read some

of the bequests which came down from his grandthther,

A.D. 1:358 : “ To Thomas my sonno one almayne rcvctt with

repeats, pair of whats (garde—de—bras, Prompt. Pant), salette,

gorgett, and bill.H “To Christopher my son all the rest of

my harness. which is for viii men complete, with bills, salletts,

skulls, spents, gorgetts, and all things belonging.” And Sir

James, as Lieut.—Col. of “a regiment of tl'oote" at liarsham,

writes to the constables of Grecnhoe “to have their men

ready to march at an hour's warning.” - Hit/szaHfOH.

Mini/acute.

In looking at the burly frame and jovial countenance of

the “Vera lCtligies,” as connected with the subsequent

history of James Calthorp, late of Cockthorp, and now of

Cockthorp and East Barsham, we are reminded of the

“girding on” am “putting off” of the armour. He \‘as

still in the prime of life, and the names of his infants,

Fermor Calthorp the elder and Former Calthorp the

younger, inscribed on their mother’s 111onu111e11t, read like a

mockery of destiny. In a few short y 1111‘s he died, and

his second wife, Catharine, a widow, on May tith, 1652,
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administered to his effects. A touching inscription on a.

brass plate, which still remains attached to the wall of the

East Barsham ahnshouse, refers to the early death of the

last of these infants, and anticipates, as it were, the sequel

of his own eventful life :—

BONI 5: (run IIABEO A nno SYMPSI Nox A ME rum srnrsr ; N130 IN 130 ovon

JAM DOXAYIT INGRATYS NBC IN E0 QVOD ADHVC

NON DONAVIT INCREDVLYS

Meantime, an amusing episode, which occurred some years

afterwards, during his life as a widower, may be here properly

inserted, as introductory to our remaining notice of him.

The manor of Fakenham Lancaster, which formed part of

the Duchy, had been purchased from the Crown by the Lady

Hatton, the intriguing second wife of Coke the Chief

Justice. The manor passed at her decease to the Hon.

Robert Villiers, nephew of the Duke of Buckingham, in

right of his wife Frances, who was Lady IIatton’s youngest

daughter; and he sold it in 1647 to James Calthorp for

£1500. This acquisition increased his Thorpland estate to

650 acres, to which extent in 10:30 it was rated at threepenee

in the £_ (Ifmzsz‘anfon lenzz'mcnis), and it explains to us the

motive for his son‘s preference of Fakenham as the family

burial place. The letter has been kindly communicated by

Mr. L’Estrange from among the quzsiam‘on JIzmz‘mem‘s :—

Templo “ To my much honoured Brother James

4 Dee. 1641 C‘althorp Esq.

p’sent these

“ My best Brother

I have soo acted the parte of an

Embassodur (that I feare when yD I’rince falls to a treaty I shall not

want Imploym‘) only I have much exceeded my eo'mission in

interesting my Lady Calthorp and my brother Charles in giving them

a View, and they say a woeman can best judge a wouman ; and then I

doubt not but you will eo'niend my approring of my Lady l’oley

choice for you wherein I hope my Lady was but an Instrument, but

he that guides the stars hath ordained it for a great blessing and

comfort unto you a good wife being a guift of the Lord, and I am

N2

 

 



    

   

     

   

    

  

    

  

 

    

  

       

   

  

   

 

s
a
w
-
e
s
.

_-
,;
;
a

-
I
4
1
1
‘
1
4
—

”
r
u
e

"
1
-
m
s
"
-

-

17‘3

perswaded according to my Lady report you will find her a humble

and sanctified woeman of a fit stature to breed a Sir James Calthorp

mightyly well fashioned, and as well beloved. 23 years of age, a brave

kinred and most of them wondrous handsome. I have sent letters

gratulatory both from her and M“ Cre’well. She did see overmatch

me and my Lady C‘althorp also in the choice of my fellow embassodour

that I must say I never sawe see much beauty soc richly inwardly

deckt and furnish’t w”“ is (‘3) Sir RobL Karr Lady never did I heare

such language w‘l‘ see sweete a grace w‘" see great temper of wisdome

and modesty that had not her servants told she was a Lady I should

have conceived her no humane ll'ight that even my Lady Calthorp

was struck into admiration and durst Hardly venture a word but

those few she did was solely and wholy in yo" com’enda’con for which

you are oblig‘d to her by way of gratitude. At last after an houers

debate she made choice of Sir Thomas IIatton to conclude all wher in

less than an howcrIfinish both yo' barganes but I am afraid you will for

both be cerdialy angry but in this I wash my hands doing for you as

I would doe for my selfe if I have erred &’ is error amoris not amor

erroris. I have agreed to settle Therpland house with 500‘i per aim

and yor new Purchase of I‘zik(>iihaiiii upon her for iointuer the remain-

der to the heires males of your body on Lucy Karr begotten the

remainder to yor right hcires. I have also contracted with my Lady

Hatton to pay for Fakenham cum pertin” 10001i upon the sealing and

delivering of the assur . . . and 10001i moer upon midsom’er day,

1641. Methinks I see you blush I hope for love not anger Under

20001i I could not get there being 2 that offered yt same sumo only my

Lady having promised M‘ Bedingficld you should have yC refusall

would not but be noble in her worde and my L‘I Coke’s position

(though his practise was otherwise) was land deerly bought was

mostly quietly cnioyed occasio calva est and I durst not omitt this

opportunity fearing you should more blame me for the one than for

the other knowing you are only a lover of money to supply necessity.

I have likewise without direction made a purchase of honour for you

for my Lady Dutchess of Lennox have 2 h“ (hereditamcnts .9) given

her I made Payne Chadcnyer reserve one for you y" price 0‘00“ I have

also provided 1000“ of my Cosin John Pepys w”'ont wF“ fuel yr irons

will not Heate. M" Bcdingfield likewise offers me 500“ upon a

fortnight’s warning, but that I leave you to take or refuse upon 0'

entervicw y“ desicr of M“ Karl's lands making me have many suitors

for thatIhope I have w‘“ much ease and little distraction of my

owne . . . business llnish’d yours and that you are only to act 3” p‘ of
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St George up and ride. To Wh God give his goode blessing of comfort

and happiness unto you my nephewe’s occasions stayes my coming

down to my house untill Saturday when if you please there to make

up the sweet harmony of conversation and bring my brother Strutt’s

will with you you shall honour him that loves you

- Yor Servant . ll

H. Mordaunt.

The above curious bargain led (as might be expected) to

no actual result, and the second marriage with Catharine r

Lewknor soon put an end to the delusions of the match-

makers. She found herself in early life the mother of three .

sons, the eldest of whom, the future Sir Christopher Calthorp, I

(KB. at the coronation of Charles II.) became at his father’s

death the almost unconscious possessor of a princely heritage,

as well as the representative of a lin \al succession unbroken ,

for ten generations. His prospect on entering life was one

u. of unelouded sunshine, and his coming of: age was the signal

for his marriage. He took up his abode at first with his

mother in the “Tolterton manor-house, and the East Barshain

register thus records the baptism of his first child, who alone 3.

unmarried suryiyed him z—“Elizabetha Calthorp filia Chris- !

topheri Calthorp militis Baluei et Domina) Dorothea) uxoris 5'

ejus baptizata fuit sexto die Martii, 1666.” The birth of a l

V second daughter, and probably other circumstances, the fore-

cast of a numerous family, now led to his migration to the

adjoining mansion at rl‘horpland, as the following extract

from the Barsham register may testify; and it is only from

this register, combined with the Fakenham monuments, that

we now put together the last links of our pedigree, and can

' throw some light on the abode of the last Calthorps :———   
Anne. Dom. “Mad“ Catharina C‘althorp nata fuit maite deeimo

1670 tortio 1670, eireiter horam nonam antemerid et

baptizata fuit apud Thorpland 111(1l1U deeimo octave

existente die hlereurii per me Simouem Lombe et

sequento die ibidem deelaruhatur haptiz. per magis-

trum Carolum Robotham ltectorem in .b‘akenham."
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From this time onwards, for a period of fourteen years, no

baptism of a Calthorp occurs in‘Ithe Barsham register, and

as five sons and six daughters now rest with their parents in

the family vault at Fakenham, we may‘safely conclude that

most of them were born at Thorpland, and their birth duly

recorded in the lost Fakenham registers.

Seldom has a morning of promise been succeeded by a

darker evening than in the case of Sir Christopher. In

possession of his clear faculties, but “under a lingering

distemper,” on April (3th, 1717, he had made his last will;

but only six days afterwards was compelled to write a

codicil; for in that short interval, the body of his daughter

Catharine (after a long sickness) had been carried to the

Fakenham vault; while his only little grandchild, in whom

’ ’ survivedhis hopes centred, being “new under infirmity,

him but a short time.

Of an eminently religious mind, and desiring to be buried

“ according to the form appointed in the Liturgy only, and

without any sermon,” he seems to have been consoled by a

diligent and faithful pastor, Thomas ‘Vright, B.D., to whom

he leaves a Vicarage with other endowments ; and who

records his gratitude in no measured terms on a fly leaf of

the Barsham register.

The bulk of his estates, which had not gone by settlement

on the marriage of his daughter Lady Le Strange, vested in

his daughter Elizabeth, to Whom meantime he had specially

bequeathed his “head mansion-house called Thorpland

House, with the outhouses, gardens, and orchards, the

meadows called Dovehousc and Hall Meadows, two oak groves

the Six-acre Close, Stocks Pitt Hill and Pit, and all those cow

pastures, as well Broom Hill and medows late in mortgage

to Mr. Edward Calthorp of Southwark, as well other cow

pastures and medows in Fakenham, Thorpland, and Great

Snoring, under covenants of hulving, and all those arable

lands hulved which are in my own hands.” ‘Vc find room
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for this extract, not as a mere register of old names6 and

conditions long since forgotten, but rather as enabling us to

follow out the possession, and note the progress of decay,

through which the two mansions were now beginning to

pass. Thorpland (we shall find presently) contained sundry

old pictures and relics of past centuries; but, in common

with the lVolterton Manor-house, it was (loomed to a longer

abandonment, of exactly thirty years. By the death of

Elizabeth Calthorp they changed hands, and went in different

channels.

This lady, although liying at a distance to a. very advanced

age, had kept up cordial relations with the elder branch of

her family at Ampton, as well as with her cousins at ‘Vest

Barsham and Gressenhall ; and a few extracts from her will

shall now conclude our notice, as the best supply of infor-

mation derived from the fountain head. She entitles it “ the

last will and testament of me Elizabeth Calthorp, now the

only suryiying daughter of Sir Christopher Calthorp, K.C.B.,

made March 13th, 1743; 7’ and after particular directions for

her funeral in the church at Hunstanton, and bequests to

yarious parishes, it proceeds—“I now give and devise my

part of East Barsham, which falls to me of course by the

death of my dear sister, the Lady Le Strange, all the

moieties of Manors of Barningham, East Barsham, “Test

5 The extinction of old names, as well as their persistence under difficult

circumstances, is remarkably illustrated in the “ Cliuk Closes,” now rated to

Fakenham as a portion of the 'l‘horpland estate. They obtained this name

from a inodizeyal owner, “Johannes de Clint," who describes them in his

charter of donation to the Abbey of \Valsinghznn (see “bleak-177mm R47.

1). 7'1, Cott. Nero 1']. 7) as part of his “ eulturn, quze yoeatur Seortegorsholm,”

if. the helm. or sandy hollow, from whieh the gorse or furze had been

scored, or secured; and situated “juxta yiam quae dueit do Crek ad

,

Noryieum.' This way is new the Fakenhzun “ Long Lane," and the

“ scoring," for cutting down bruslm‘ood, is the usual term in Norfolk ; and

the \Vhiu llill Plantation marks the locality (probably synonymous with the

Broom Hill of Sir Christopher) traceable at the present day.    
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  17G
Barsham alias “Tekyn, and also all that moiety of all that

capital messuage or mansion house called East Barsham Hall,

and of all that farm in the occupation of Mr. Richard

Dusgate; my share in that library (with any exceptions I

shall make in this will or codicil) to Sir Thomas Le Strange

and his heirs for ever ; as well as Wissingsett, if he can save

the sale of it; for I am sure none of our estates have ever

answered what he might expect, with vast repairs, tenements,

breachings, and great taxings. Therefore I had need allow

a valuable consideration to approve myself just to so worthy

a gentleman, that did such honour to our sinking family.

My own estate at Thorpland, given me for my fortune, paying

an annuity of £20, which I discharged upon my sister’s

marriage; and the lawyers that made the wedding articles said

there was no intailes upon any of our estates, and this was

wholly at my dispose, and have since made more repairs than

 was done in 30 years and now I give and bequeath it at my

death to my cousin James Calthorp, the present heir of the

Ampton family, to help to support our name, with many

pictures and things in that house, which I shall enlarge upon

in my codicil, and hope he will take it friendly, and make

no disputes ; for since the last of our line is gone, the estates

are vested at our dispose. I desire he would give his brother

Henry and sister Fairfax £100 each, and let Crowdcr have

his 14 acres.”

In less than a year afterwards she added a new eodicil,

thus entitled and amended. “ Codicil to the use of my will,

Feb. 9th, 174%, Blotted out several things, given to James

Calthorp of Ampton before my death.”

“ Having many changes, since I writt my eodicil annexed

to this my old will, I now make a new one, to my last will

made March 13th, 1743, with reference to both my old codicils

for trifles; and also to my old will, having several things

not worth inserting here, being too tedious.”

“ Having settled by will my estate at Thorpland upon
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James Calthorp, heir of the Ampton family, at my decease, I

further give him the ring of table diamonds set in three sorts

of table lozingers, and Sir Lestrange Calthorp’s picture set

in gold, according to Cosen Barbara Heigham’s order and

directions, when she gave me them for life, and then to the

heir of Ampton family, to remember Lestrange Calthorp’s

eldest daughter, and my [gilt cup and cover, erased in orig]

lieu of my silver basin, given by his family at Ampton to

ours, as a legacy. All my escotcheons, the work of Lady

Calthorp that was Bacon, and buried at Cockthorp, and

1\P W’hiting’s books, that was transcribed by me, with the

Calthorp’s arms up’on ’t [and the mass-book in my hands,

given by the Drurys to our family, erased in orig], and

desire he will give his Uncle Reynolds Calthorp’s son Henry

£20 to buy trifles, 110W Sir Henry Calthorp. To my 8

tenants and their wives~that is Mr Rix and Wife [M12

Dusgate and wife, erased in orig] l\Ir Ratclifi‘ and Wife each

20 shillings. To cousins Barbara, daughter of Eliza Seaman,

Thornton’s daughters, Sutton and Shaw, &c. I desire Cosin

Calthorp may have some of the pictures and furniture left at

Thorpland Sir Thomas Le Strange don’t chusc, for it- belong

to him and he may take what he please first, and some things

Catherine Taylor have anote of. Some trifles I have already

disposed of, and perhaps may to Cosen Calthorp before my

death, which may be crossed out in my codicil. I give to

Rev1 IVilson 10 divinity books, either in East Barsham

Study, or nine at Hunstanton. To Cosin John Swain a bed

that was his Aunt Strutt’s.”

Thus the Cockthorp line ends like that of Burnham in

the person of a female, Elizabeth, and in tracing their lineage

we obtain a connected record of a distinguished Norfolk

family for above ten generations.

“ Indulgent memory wakes, and lo ! they live

Tinted in softer hues than light can give.”

Their estates, by the laws of succession, are dispersed in
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various channels, but some costly relics, more precious to

archzeology than bare land or manors, survive the wreck of

time. By indentures of lease and release dated May 4 and 5,

1714, Sir Christopher Calthorp for £1700 conveyed to John

Clayton of Wells, merchant, a “capital messuage or chief

mansion—house,” wherein Edwin Wright then dwelt, with

191 acres in Thorpland, Fakenham,‘and Great Snoring. The

“ Hall” and the bulk of the estate continued with the

Calthorps till 1790, when it was sold to John Hill of “Tells;

but early in the present century the farms were reunited

under the same ownership. The “ capital messuage ” above

named is seen in the opposite illustration in the distance, to

the right of the stack of chimneys.

“ The mass book given by the Drurvs,” mentioned in

the above codicil, is treasured by Lord Calthorpe, as a missal

of such beauty as to deserve a. separate notice and illustration

in our journal. The bricks of the WVolterton Manor-house

continue to hold their own; and with those of the hunibler

residence of Thorpland, we trust they may prove as enduring

as the Roman stones of Branodunum.T

7 This allusion is suggested to the writer by the gable of a large barn

which he. constructed at Thorpland, A.D. 1848, from the loose debris of the

ashlar of the Roman Dram-aster, where it had once faced the bastion of the

1’orta Dccumana (see plan and section at p. 9 of the Norwich vol. of the

Archmologieal Institute.) The so-called sugar stone of these blocks was pro-

nounced by the late Dean 13 uekland to be the “Druids sandstone,” and probably

to have done duty as a monolithic enclosure before the Roman occupation.

 

 




