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SI‘MXIARV

.4I‘t'luleolugi‘cu/ L’.\'t’£ll'(({l(lll.\' were curried out (If Grunge FtII'HI Barron" l’ir. S/It’ll‘U/‘IOII. in

(It/\Ylllt'é‘(MINI-HUN”(".VN'Ut‘fI-O/l(IA'.\'()('IIUIL‘(/H'I'f/I[lil/NYH'CIIIL’HINIO[116:1[1AVOI'H'I'C/IAYi/It’lfiNY/fl'l/II/t'

rot/d, Evidence afor't'zm'n/Iu/ Lalc’l' Neo/iI/Iic—Eur/r Bronx) xlge uric/illit/rLc/lc [Iv/i glge (It‘ll-till

lay c/oxc It) [/10 site affix/1hr rile/'6, a Hmr—rim/Vial tll't’ll OfU/h’ll H'tllt’l‘. ill/i L’u/‘lr Sam/I

xen/emwzl was I'cpl‘exeli/Ut/ /7_r screi'u/ .S‘l/H/{CHf/c’t/fl/IIV/ buildings: and [N‘Ot/I/(‘Ut/ (’l'TC/t’llt't’ of

iron writ/7mg, P/‘n/m/i/c Roma/z, ma/icru/ (1111/[msr—Inez/ita‘u/fic/t/sixx'n'iiis were/011nm us was

evidence for Ina/feral crop /)/‘()ce.\1\‘[}igStorage, met/icm/ [lg/II I'lidzlslljr (1111/ pm‘l-Int't/it't'u/

mom/working.

Introduction

(Figs 1. 2 and 3)

Bur/(ground m the [NU/UH

The dualling ot‘the A1 1 trunk road between Attleborough and Roudham. which also in\ ol\ ed the

cutting ot‘underpasses. the construction ot‘ llyoyers and mineral extraction. necessitated a number

of archaeological projects in the Vicinity during 200172. ln February 2002 the Norfolk Archaeo-

logical Unit (NAU ) was commissioned by May Gurney & Co. Ltd to undertake an archaeological

evaluation ot‘a proposed borrow pit site at Grange Farm. Snetterton. l listoric Em ironment Record

(HER) Site 36802 Although no archaeological work had preyiously been carried out at the site. it

was selected for evaluation because past intensiye ticldwalking close by had resulted in linds

dating from the Bronze Age onwards ( Dayison and Cushion 19W). Archaeological works ahead ol‘

these highway improyements led to the disco\ ery ol‘imponant prehistoric and Rotnan e\ idence at

other locations nearby (Birks 2001a; Birks 2002; Birks forthcoming).

Within an area of about 6.81121 34 trial trenches were excavated. nineteen 01‘ which produced

archaeological evidence. The features discoyered during this phase o1‘ works included Iron Age

pits. a possible Anglo—Saxon sunken—featured building. a number ol‘ waterlogged pits possibly

associated with industrial actiyity. and ditches ot‘ Roman. medieyal and later date t Robertson and

Warsop 2003 )1

The NAU was subsequently commissioned to undertake an archaeological excayation. which

took place between late February and early April 2002. Two areas ( Figs 2 and 3) incorporating the

whole ot‘the extraction area (which had been reduced in size to 3.91121) were systematically stripped

of topsoil and subsoil to a maximum depth ol (Win. The north-western area measured 185m

north-west to south-cast by 100m north—east to south—west and the south—western area measured

415m north-to—south and was 80m wide at its widest point. They were separated by a north—east to

south-west aligned drainage ditch.
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(Figs 1. ” and 3)

Location ofeValuation and excaVation areas

Snettcrton is situated approximately 3.5km south—u est ol' i/Xttlcliorough. close to the eastern edge

ol‘thc Brecklandi This distinctive region ol‘south—west Norfolk

plateau characterised by gentle slopes and low rain [all (Corbett a

and north—west Sull‘olk is a low

nd [)cnt 199—1; Williamson 1903‘

1]), The site (centred on TM 0065 9105 l is located to the south and cast oi‘Snetterton Village to the

\\ est of the :\1 l trunk road and just to the north ol‘the Snetterton Racing Circuit The area lies

within a broad arc in the Ri\'chlict. with the river itseli‘situated l. 2km to the w est and 2.2km to the

north: a minor trihutary oi‘the Thet lies to the caste Directly to the south \\ as the site oi‘thc [ormer

Ashby Mere. Formerly a large area 01‘ open water. this has disa

result ol‘drainage. siltinibY and a louering water table.

ppcarcd in recent centuries as a
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lSo NORFOLK \R1‘11.\1‘()1,0(i\'

The site occupies the highest part ot‘the local landscape. with the land gently sloping away,

t‘rom it in all directions, The highest part ol‘the site was in its north-east area. wltere the land was

south—east facing aitd sloped down from 1’. 45m OD in tlte north—west to about 42m beside the

drainage ditch. Tlte eastertt part was generally flat with a few undulations At the time ot‘the work

the laitd to the south—east ol‘ the ditch was under stubble. whilst that to the north—west was a

ploughed lield.

Brecldand is characterised by iiit‘eitile. acid sandy soils (Williamson 1993. l 1 ). ()n the site the

combined depth ol‘ topsoil and subsoils Varied from c. (1.4111 to (1.9m. They were deepest iii the

south—east and shallow est in the north-westi These deposits oy'erlay' glacially deposited sands and

gray els. 1n places these were grey iit colour. possibly as a result of waterlogging. No clay or

w‘indblown deposits were present. The underlying solid geology is cretaceous chalk (Funnell

1904).

Archaeological and historical background

(Figs l and :1

\ possible barrow tllliR 91571 at (iallow s Hill to the south—east may indicate Bronze Age actiy ity iit tlte \ iciitity' ot‘the site.

\it archaeological eyaluation iii 311111 to the noith-east beside the ;\1 1 llargliaiti Road junction (111-LR .1577ti1i'eyealeda

number oi Bron/c .\gc pits. post-holes and possible linear features (Birks 31111111. 475. 8 and 17; Birks ltn'llictttiiliigl.

1'ie1dwalking to the east of the site ltas produced a Bron/e .v\ge pottery tind (111-.R 29051 ). touiid during an intcnsiye

tieldw alking programme ( Day ison and Cushion 19991 conducted to the east. northieast atid north ot‘the .sitc (llliR 29(i3-1.

291349. 29161. 29161 299411. 399-12. 19953. 29955. 39958 aitd 399591. This work also produced a considerable amount

lroii \ge. Roman. Saxon. mediey'al and post-mediey'al pottery; along with tlint artetitcts and metalworlx'.

Fy aluatton aitd e\ca\'ation to the northeast ot‘the site at ()tiidenham (llliR 3577(7). close to the .\l 1 [largham Road

junction. ic\ealed a later lron .\ge pit and a sy stem o1 Roman ditches. (1ne ditclt contained two (probably residual) lcent

coins. ,\ possible corn drier. pits (one ot' which contained Roman glass. iron nails and a prehistoric tlint hand—aye) and

post—holes were also examined (Birks 211111a: Birlxs 111112: Bll'bS forthcoming). These lieatures were probably associated

with a Roman titi'instead that lay just beyond the c.\ca\ation area.

Day ison suggests that the Domesday \ ill ot‘;\.shby (lissebei) was located to the north ol‘.\sliby Mere. Its presence here

is suggested by documentary ey idence and by the discoiery ot'a w ell iii 19711(1113R ()1117).SltiL'C.'\slil1-\ was not mentioned

in the \u/m’iiu llT/tt/‘tl/II 01‘ 13 1 o. it had probably been abandoned by the late 13th century ( 1)a\ ison 1973. 3411 3 1. :\ mediA

ey a1 stoite cross at the .\l 1 llargham Road itiitction (l 112R 9 1 59) w as a parish boundary market: one ol'tltrec l\'1111\\'11 to hay e

e\isted t‘or Snettei'ton parish. although it is no longer iii its original site. :\ number ol‘possible incdieyal house sites haye

been tdeiititied in a lield to the east ot‘the sitc(lll{1{ 39(7341. Medieyal pottery was collected iii a field to the sotttli ot‘the site

during ticldw alking associated w itlt the A1 1 lmproyement Schenietlllzk 36198. not sltown on Figs 1 ml: ;’\ll‘t(1|ii\t'cliztc—

ology 211111 1. w Itile inedieyal and later ditches were excayated during eyaluation (1%ir1\s 2(11)Ia_ 181 at the .\11 [largham

Road inaction (HER 3577M.

Remnants ot‘a post-medieval Iield system he to the south—west ol‘the site 11 113R 91 (1N1. Records liont 13114 suggest that

much ot‘the area to the south. ifnot the site itselt‘. had reyerted to brackcii—coy ercd heath by the early 19th ccitttiry (Young

1s11-1. 3X1»). By the titiie ol' the publication of the 1nd edition Ordnance Suryey 25" mapping iii 19115 the site and

surrounding areas were w holly occupied by tields. Two Second \Vorld \‘yar monuments are located close by. .\ gun

emplacement sury i\ cs to the north olithc site 1 l 111R 2991\1 1 w ltilc a large area to the south and s111|111*01181_110\\ the site ol‘the

Sneticrton Racing ('ii'cuit and ait industrial estate. \\ as used as an airlicld ( 1 [IR 911“].

l’t't‘i'm/ ,\tl/1lt’ /)tI/('

l 1.ater:\eo1iihie Tiarly 13i'onle.\ge c loot) 181111111‘

11 \1id~Late1ron.\ge (231111111‘ ( \1) (:11

111 Roman \lid 1st early 5th century

1\' Farly Saxon 5th 7th century

\' Late Sawti lt1t|t 11th century

\'1 \ledietal late 1111i mid lotli century

\11 Post—inedich \lid loth 211th century

Table 1. Chronological periods defined during analysis
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Structure of the report

The aim of this document is to summarise the e\1de11ee for htiman aeti\iit spanning the period hetween the l :1ter

\‘eolithie-l'ai l_\' Bron/e \ge and the 311111 eenttir}. 51w en h1oad ehronologieal periods 1111\e heen identified i'lahle 11

l‘he information from the si\teen e\altiation trenches w 1111111 the area e\enttiall) e\ea\111ed 1 Mg. 3 1 has been presented.

w here appropriate. alongside tlte details from the subsequent area e\ea\'aiioti. l‘ull information oit the e\aluatione11n he

111111111111 Robertson and \\arsop 31111\o field s111‘\ e_\ was eai'ried out prior to the e\11111ation ore\e'11\1111on.

.1\e1‘ial photographs ol‘tlte site taken by tlte R:\1“11111‘ltlg 1946. h)‘ the Ordnance Sun e_\ 111 19711111111 b) Norfolk Land-

s'eape Arehaeolog)‘ (1\'L1»\) during1 tlte 198115 were eonsulted but none show features that ean be definitely be regarded as

archaeological (R \l“ 1‘)—1(1‘1‘i\l11‘1 1\11111‘11 \ and 17): (1817‘)11 |\11111‘)l1 11—18171132‘. .\l, \ 1‘11“) 1‘\11111‘111(‘1)1ll{51.

llistorieal maps held b) the Norfolk Heritage Centre were examined but it was not possible to see those held 11) the Norfolk

Reeot‘d Ofliee (as a result ofits' elosut‘e during 2111131.

\lethod

‘l‘ops'oil aitd subsoil was 31111111011LlSlIlg1\\t1llttel\'etl,‘11111 e\e1t\atoi's titted w 1111 15m toothless huekets: stripping was 111111117

tored and the topsoil and suhsoil liteial-deteeted, \ll arehaeologieal features were identified alter stripping and e\1'a\ated

11} hand .1\|| work took plaee in aeeordanee with tlte (‘ount_\ Standards for l"ield \rehaeologt 111\oi'l‘olki\orl‘olk 11111117

seape .\rehaeolog} 1‘1‘181.

Excavation results

Period 1: Later .\eitlitltie4{al‘l) Bl‘1)lllc.1\gt‘(t'. 21111117181111 B(‘1

11"igs —1 \11111151

5'1) _

 

llie 1111s ol s'1\ l‘eatttires 1541. 1W {111/ 11nd 1111/11 eont1ined Beaker potter} dating to the 1 atei' \eolithie tol ail\

Bron/e .1\ge eta. \11 w 111 1111111111111 the southeastern :11eaol tlte s11e_ withllotii piiselos'e tothe easteinedge 111111111pos't-hole

11nd gull} itear the western boundary

\ group ol‘three pits' i .11)". 5W aitd (111/1 loeated w itltin an area 11111111 heside tlte eastern edge ot‘siie were organised 111

1111 1_—s'haped arrangement: the} were shallow too more than 11.25111 deepl. prohahl} 11saresultoftrtine1'1tio1t. \11 three were

roughh the same si/e_ 111easuring 111111111 11.‘1m long lw' 1111111 11.1\‘111 wide 1 11111 was tilled with :1 dark brown sand} silt that

eontained eoneentrations ol‘ehai'eoal and redeposited 11111'111 inateiial llte two northernmost pits 159‘ and fiwi were onl)

(11811111111111.(111e15‘)"1eontaineda Beaker sherd whilst froin the other if‘l‘ll held s1\ Beaker $11C1'11\ .1 sharpening stone

181511171. three that llakes and a pieee ofa pi'ohahle 1 ater \eolilhie or 1'111'l_\' Bron/e ,\ge arrow head. along \\1llllttt/1‘111111

shells and ehareoal eolleeted from an em ironmental sample 1‘11 (111/ 11111to the south eoni11111111 :1 1511 ikei‘ sherd. along w 1111

1111um11 lta/elnut sliellsand 1111 e1'1"1d11h111\ seed lrom an em nonment111 simple \oe\1de11eeloi11111111111111111111111de111‘»

ineitt1111‘ the finds themsehes was 111111111111in 1111) ottth1 l‘L“.lltll1:\1

«\hout 35m to the north ol‘the pit group was 11 large pit toil/11, measuring ,1 “in 1w .T.1\‘111 1w 11.,‘11111111'1111111111lilledwith

two deposits. l‘he primart fillINA/1wasaltarren. llglll_\Cllt1\\vl‘1'11\\tl5111111. l‘he uppermost fill 11111‘1 was a 1mm 11 sand) silt

w hieh eontained 211 Beaker sherds aitd 1111 intrusi\e 1 ate Saxon sherd. \11 em ii'onmental sample eontained too little mate-

rial to produee eoneltisne results.

‘l‘woheatil_\'trun1'ated inlereutting gtillies' w ere identified along the w estet'n edge ol‘the site. 1111‘ longer ol'the two 154 ‘1

was intermittent. aligned north—northwtest to sotitlt-sotitltetst and was iraeed l‘oi 13.8111 1111‘ other 155.11 was orientated

north-w est to south—east and w as ohseiw ed o\ 1‘1'11tltsltltlet‘11111—1111(1111111111111211111'111-\\1‘\l\\11111511C}i\lltl1111‘1‘11311‘01‘1111‘sllL‘1ll 

eoniained 11 Beaker sherd. Both leattn'es were 11.311 11.15111 wide and 11111111111111 deep. l‘\\ o later posi»holes had damaged the

glillies 111 then iiitei'seetion. ohsetiring aiw stratigiaphie relationship between them. 1111‘ 1111 ofone oftltese 1‘1151—111111‘,\t.“,“11

111111111111ed a 1%e11ket'slterd. 'l he l‘our l‘eatures ma} represent elementsola eomple\ that dueloped o\e1 time pet'h1ps ineluding

hotindart or drainage gullies and 11 post—I‘enee. 1\.\ onl) 1w o lieak’er sherds were eolleeted. and 11111111tise the leattiies' weie

spatiall) and stiatigiaphieall_\' an isolated group. their suggested 1 atei \eohthie 1‘ar1_\ Bron/e \ge date is tentatoe.

Period Il: “1114ate Iron \1111 ((1 31111 11(‘7.\l) (111)

1111111‘s 1.1111111111sl-111’11111‘1

81w en leatures 1.1-1, Mi.411/.11'”.-1'1\‘.1".,1‘1\“ai1d —.\‘111\\L‘1'C tldlCtllOlllls[1k‘l'ltltl11\lll1‘}1'11111‘111111‘11\1111711111‘11'1111 \ge pottei).

lwo (5-! and MM w ere 111111111 111 e\altiation lreneh 1 to the 11111'111*\\1‘\1 ol‘the e\ea\ation area. 1111‘ 1en1aining si\. one of

“1111'11\\11\11\L'Lll1‘111111111‘11111111-\\1‘\1111111l‘|\Cl|11111‘N‘lllll’k‘ihh‘l‘ll111CI1,C11111111|1L‘11111111 a few sherds eaeh and are \1‘1‘1‘11111'

11\el\ dated to the petiod, lron \ge potiei'_\ ean he highl} duraltleand eotild ha\ e heen present i1111'11si\ e1) 111 these features.
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East facing section of

  

S Later Neolithic/Early Bronze Age pit 606 N

42—.23m OD

/\

\ 607

i

861 606]

North—west facmg section of

NE Mid to Late lron Age pits 54 and 105 SW

I Topsod  l44 78m OD

7<

North-east facing section of

7Roman ditch 898 and medieval ditch 1043

SE NW

42 50m OD

 

W South facing section of ?Roman pit 782 E

42,61ni OD

K
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l-‘igut‘c 5. Sections through ibilllllk‘s‘ ot‘PCi‘iods I. ll :iiid lll

l‘its Mi illlkl 51 iii l'ix‘iit'h 3 lzt) ttdimm‘iit to cttch othct’ :titd L‘\lL‘ll\l\‘tl l\‘}oiid tho Mtllllk‘lll t‘dgc ol'thc twitch il‘ltito It.

lht‘ .\Ulllll-\\6516111111051 1 Mi) \‘(lllldlllL‘tl llitct‘ L'lllll't'UJl itch \ill} \itlltl\ U\Cl'l.llll l‘_\ tho \tihxoil ,"il‘ lldgfi Vt l'liis stiltsoil

coiiiiitiicd VS llllglllcllhUli\\L‘ll-]31'k‘,\L‘l'\Ctl potter} lHLtLlC l‘i'oiii lotii’ dillL‘i'Citt tithi’it‘x: otthcso lo“ >l1C11l> Ctllllx‘ 1i oiii ti

single \C,\\Cl iii .1 llihi’ic not cotiiiiionlt l‘ottiid iii i\oi'l'oll\ '\\\U\'lillC\l \\ ith thc pottcrt \\Ct\‘ ‘.\ wclxctcd \li‘HC iiiiplciiioiii

(Sl'Nlt ti PUSsll‘lL‘ ii‘oii \tlsttL‘IlSlUIl loop (SID). iiiiit‘tcuii pieces ot' lii’cd t'lti} iiiid ti litigiiit'nt ol‘l‘iii'ttt lliitt. till \\ hit‘h (Along;

\\ilh the pottcnt pi'oliiihl} oiigiiiittcd l'i'oiii pit Ill}, ltx tippctiiimt lill lltILl lk‘cl] t‘tit h\ the second pit tFJl. lhc |;ittt‘i'

L‘UlilllllICLl .i \ot'it‘x ol'xill\ \Lllltl :iiid Sdliil thPUSlls. t\\ o ol‘o hivli cottluiiicd :1 high coiit‘cittttittoii otxt‘litii'votil iiiid ll'CtlllClll

hilt’iit lliiils t /t.‘,t' ziiid L“). ()Ih‘ t [3,?) t'oitliitiit‘d I“ \\Cll*|‘l'€>k‘l‘\ctl li'oii \go potter) \hci‘dx (lll lino llihi'icx: till l‘tll ltlllC

\ltcl'tlxfit‘lk‘lttllll‘CC llilii‘iux\\itlititiiii'llus;iiitl lllL‘lll\|Ul1,\ltl\\\lPlk‘\'k‘,\l‘l‘l'll‘k‘\lk‘lll> illltlllll ii'oii.iitclttt‘ti,\'l 5! His Ul‘lk‘k'l’l'lL‘lt

dcpositx \\U|'L‘ pt’olmhl} dumps ot‘doiiicstic i’cltisc. lo the M‘tllllw‘ltxl ol‘tltt‘ i\\o pitx his .in tllltllllCtl pil t. :l‘vll. \lthotigh thc

Nll'llllglllpltlk‘ i'cl.itioit.\hip l‘Cl\\\\‘lt lll|§ pit iiiid ti Roiii;iii»pctiod ditch l MM to tho lll‘l'lllw‘thl \\ii\ tiiivlctii' tho till ol'lhc ditch

did o\t‘t'l.ip tliiit ol'tht‘ pit. iiiid tho lllllL‘I' Hill} thorcl'oi‘c hinc hm‘it ol’ lioii \gu diilc
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Plate 1. Mid Late lron Age pits 541111d [05. 21s sectioned in Plate 2. Mid Lute Iron Age pit

C\Llltl'dll0n Trench 31 looking east 439 under cxcnwtion. looking

north-west

In the nortli—\\ester1111re.i.1ippro\11111itel_\ Tlliii t'roni the pits in lirench 3. \\1is1inot|ierpil 1 .UI. 1111111} l1:1\ e been 111'

 

coniptirnhle si/etopits lily-11nd54.111ezisur1ng .3111\ l111 \ (l 3111 deep. 11nd its eh11rco11I—ricl1 single till eoiit:11ned li\csl1erds

21nd 1111111111111) 011 hurnt llintc

.\ lzirge pit 14.101. ,‘1.3111 \ 3111 \ [.5111 deep. close to the southern edge olthe souili-cnsterii11re1iiPl111e Ii. \\;1s tilled \\ 11l1

s1inds oh 111‘_\ mg CUlUUI‘\ 1111111} ol‘n liicli uppcui'ed to li;1\ e eroded in from the sidesolxtlie l'e111111’e. From the l111es1dcposii but

one 1143 )1 three lroii 1\ge sherds \\ ere reem ered. \l1out 4 l 111 to the north 11 sl1g|11|_\ cur\ ed diteli l nit/1’ i \\ 11s olise1'\ ed. \\ liile

the cur\ e suggested lllill it 11111) li1i\ e been 11 1'i11g»d1teli o1'11n enclosure boundary since hotli ends continued beyond the edge

ol’thc site it \\;1s not possihle to he certain. l'r11ced o\ er 1 , 151111 11 \\:1s 1 15111 \\ ide. 11p 1o [110111 deep 11nd hzid 1i \'—sl11ipcd

prolile \\ 1111 11 rounded l11ise, [1 contained :1 series oI’111itur1ill) 11cc1111111l11li11g szinds. the uppermost oli\\l1ieh (JIL‘i contained

too lroii 1\ge slicrds .\ post—holeiJi/i. l igc o.\i loc11tetl \\ ithin the 111'e11 encircled h) the c111'\ 111g ditch contuined lii‘tysm e11

l111r111 llllllx 11nd iiiu) lizi\c heeii eonteiiiporur} \\ itli 1t.

\ 3 {illlvltmg‘ section ol‘1111 cc1st-to-\\cst 11l1g11cd ditch 17/55) \\:1s found 25111 to the north»e11st, 'l'liis \\11stl1eoii|} p11rt ol‘11

once l111ger ditch to |111\ e sur\ 1\ ed irtincution l1_\ ploughing: its single lill conunnedone lron,\gesl1erd. Possilil) olisi1111l1ir

d11tc hut loe1ited 1'. 75111 to the 11ortli-e11sl \\.1s 11 pit 15A?) \\ hieli 111e11s111‘ed l.(11iil1_\ P3111. .\ slierd 11nd 11 piece oli1111111111|l1oiie

\\e1ereco\ered ll’tlll] ll\ sand} lilll

Period [H]: l ndzilcd lute prehistoric features

(Hg (1 \)

l‘our leziturcs \\cre prol111|1|1 [WE’ROIHLIH 111 due hut produced no conclusive dziting e\ idenee. One \\.is 11 pit 1 ‘3 1’ i loc111ed

close to the \\C\lCI'|1 edge ol‘the 11orth~\\e1\1ern 11re11 \\ hicli coiit1iiiied one iindizignosuc prehistoric sherd l'his \\ 11s coiiipu»

r11|1le 111 si/cto‘.’lroii \ge pit ‘Hsitunled 13111 tothe e11st. l\\opits1loc111ed1 4511111111111inthenorthioestern:11'e;1.coiit1ii11ed

\\t\ll\t.‘tl lliiiis 1l.1tiiig to hemeen the I ate \eolithie 11nd the Iron \ge. In the southern purl ol‘tlie south—eastern111’e1111il;1rge

 

   

“\dl pit Dill/J 111c1is11r11111 111 \ 0.35111 deep \\11s conip11r11hlc in .sli11pe1111d 1ot\\one:11l1} Period l\ l .11’l\ S11\on

lund ‘JU; l'ig. 7i. |lo\\e\er. :1prel1istor1e potter} SllL‘I’clczl lidgnicnt oi‘liurut tlint.11 llint

ll11lxe 11nd l\11:1pping deliris reco\ered ll‘Ulll its \1lllcl) iill suggested :1 prehistoric d1ite.

s11iilxen—ledtnred huilding

Period Ill: Romain (mid Isl curl) Slh centur} \l))

tl‘igs 5 11nd (1H)

\111111i|1crol|iel1lhouiid11r_\ ditches ol’prohuhlc [{111111111 tldlt‘ \\ ere ohser\ ed. \ltlioiigli tlie dzitnig e\ idence 1111s spLirso the

con1l1i1111tion oi‘11 ten pottei} shei‘ds. .1 1c\\ stixitigriiphie relationships, shurcd iiligniiients11nddill‘ercncesinorientcition

nhcncoiiipziredlol1iterd1t1'lies coinhine to suggest llicii contenipomneit} :1111l 1] Roman d11te.

\sherd ol‘Roiiiun potter) \\£l\ round in one ol'loui sections c\c11\.itedtliro11gli1i north—dist tosouth-nest1iligneddiicli

15,171), lhis leaiture \\:1.str;ieedl’ori‘nil’roiiitlienesternedgleol‘llie\outlivciisierii.11c11.\\1t|1111111i\111111111\\11ltl1oi‘ll‘lnidiid

depth ol (Hm, lniinedniteh Iotlien‘esl\\1is:1>iiiiil11rl) .iligned ditch (FE-Ii 11 11h s1niil.ir proportions 11 \\.1s ohseri ed 1111  
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Figure 7. Plan of features from Period IV and \'

(\(1111 belore it turned \\est\\‘;1rds. /\.< hoth ditches were tilled \\ ith hro\\ n silty Sands it wax not ptuxlhic‘ to determine the

\tratigraphic relationship between them. hon ever. it is likely that one replaced the other. ’lo tlte north a possihle continuae

tion lfo—l eontained no dating c11dence.

\ HUI'Iilitilsl to south-west orientated ditch in the notth-nestern area t/Wo’; \‘ection Hg. 5) contained no Roman mate-

rial. ()11 account ot‘tts similar alignment to ditc|1e> 531! and 53/1, and hccauxe it had been truncated h} 211i liarl} Sa\oi1Sl-l§

(TY/1|. i115 suggested that it lormed part ol'the same lield .\_\_\1Cm, Although part ol'it had heen inlilled hy the liarl} Simon

period. the line ot'the feature \Lll‘\ i\ edfi either partly open or marked by a landscape feature >11ehasa lo\\ hank or hedge

to be reAeut in the 111edic\ :1] period lhelow: Period \'I. NW). [11 addttion. a ditch ( INN) exctnated i11 'l'rench 3 contained hurnt

 

iilllI). mehe pieces ol‘lron ,\ge pottery. a lragnient ol‘later iron Age or Roman potter} and three \‘herdsollxt»—lt|1centur_\‘

potten. it had a broad l'->haped profile. “as ahout 3111 \\ ide h) 0.55111 deep. \\Ll> aligned 1'ougl1l_\ northenest to \outh-east

and ma} htne formed part otithe \atne lield >).\‘1C111 as the other ditchc>.

.\ large pit and to o post-holes near the centre ol‘the northen extern area 111a}'ha\ e formed a >tructtit'e ol'notne kind. hut

their dating is \ery te11tati\ e. The pit t "WI: section Fig, Fl was located 0111 \1 ext ol‘dileh (WK. 111eastired 3.2111 \ 2.8111 .\ 0.7111

deep and contained a series 1113111} xand fills. the uppermost producing 11 Roman xherd. '\ post-hole 19111 to the cast 1 "09)

contained a pieee ol'Roman tile; postehole NM 2111 lurther east “ax undated.
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Period IV: Earl} Saxon (Slil77lll eenturH

tl’late 3: 1511315 7 1))

During the liarl} Sa\on period there new 1\\o 1115'erete area5 o1'ae11\it_\ \\ itlnn the e\ea\ated area 111:4. ‘)1. one 111 [he

nortli-\\ 1‘51 and one in eentral south-east. Se\ e11 5111111e1171eature1lhuildi11g5tSl'lé5: 11:4, 1111 \\ ere 1111111} i11ei1111'ie1l.111ree

luc‘dlcdllt111Cli\1l'lll*\\C.\'11'll‘i1l11111111111113 511iitl1-ea5t. Si\ eontained potter} tlttllltg l1e1\\'een the Sihand 71111'e111111'ie5.

\oI'I/I»n'1'\11’/'H 111‘1'1/

1111‘511111111‘1'1111105181131—37): 1511;. L) 1111' 5eetioi11 eui through the haeklill 1111’Roman diteh NW. Roughl} reetai1gularnitl1

doping 5i1le5 and a gentl} ui1dulatii1eha5e. it inea5ure115.l7n1 \ 4.311111 \ 11.21111 deep, Se\ en 111151-1111le5 \\ ere present \\'ithin

IISPL‘I'lmL‘ICI'.\\11110HC1111'L11C11CC1111'1111} alongi eael1o1the 511111‘ter 5ide5‘. t\\11 elo5e 1o \\ e5teri1 5ide and three internal|_\ \\ 1111111

115' ea5tei'n 111111. l'l1e t\\o 111151-1111le5 (NW and WW! again51 the 511111'1e1'5i11e5‘ \\eie deeper than the 1'e5t 11151111115111 a5

oppo5ed 11111.11! 11.33111): 1111111eontainedap115111ipe111111111151711aelxi11g. Sealingi the5e depo5115. and \11111111 the the other

  

p115H111le5 and the SHS 115 a \\ hole. \\';15‘ a grey-11111“ 11 xilty 5an111 7V1. 'l'hi5' contained thirteen l—arl} SaVon 511e1‘d5’ 7711ieee5‘

111anin1a| hone. an undiag11o5ue pieee 1115111311 5e\ e11 1ragmei1i5‘ 11111111111 11111111 111111 flake and a pieee 111 re5‘i11ual Roman

potter}. Samples )ielded eei‘eal graii15.lia/elinil 511ell5‘. animal hone 1ragine11i5 111111 1uel re5idue5.

.\l1out 3\’n1 to the nor1h»ea5'1 was the roughl} reetangular u'uneated remnant 111ai1 SH; 1 UN). 3.8111 \ 3.1111 and tip to

(1.2111 deep. \\ ith an undulating l1a5‘e. 1he l‘eature eontained 111111‘ p115tdi11le5' 111 11.1 (1.3111 depth t\\o 11111111115 the

north—n e5iern eorner and t\\ 11 elo5e to the northiea51e1‘n edge. .\11 nere tilled \\ ith depo5il5 5111111111111 the grey-lu’onn 5ilt)

51111111319) 111111111 \\ ithin the 81-1}. 1roi11\\l1iel1oneliarl} Sa\on 5111111 and three animal hone5 \\ ere eolleeied.

\reetangular. llat»l1a5ed81:1311:15e1o'n‘f11“11115111111111:i 5i1le51' 3111111111111:north-111151111e;15111'e114.11n1\.~.:5n1x11.1
7n1

deep lt5 bronnigrev511115111111 till 11\‘.1“i}ie1111‘1l;i 5111 7111 eentur} 511ei'd.a l'i'agnient 1111:1\ a quern 511111e 181:0(11 and 5e\ e11

:1111111alhone5. l't1\ti'11|il]iei1l;ll5111111111351‘111“ e11 negain e. '1\\ o 5hallo\\ 11epre55‘ion5' 111o more than 11.115111 deep 1. one loealed

eenti’all) along eaeh 111tl1e 5‘11oi‘ter 5111e5. repi‘e5'enied po51-pad5.

11111 11\ 111 pii5 containing l:arl_\ Sa\'onpoite1‘_\ la} 1x311111I11tl1e\\e5'1o1tlie11orih—\\e51ern$15135.Thela
rger111t11et\\o

1"")111ea5ured 1.5111 .\ 1.314111 \ 11.32111 deep and eontained an 11511. ehareoal and 5111} 5111111 till. 11'11111 \\l1iel1 1our5herd5 \\ere

eolleeted. \lea5uring 11.11111 \ 11.57111 \ 11. l 5111 deep. the 5111aller pit 1 “(/1 “:15 tilled \\ itli 511nilar material and contained one

5111 7111 eentur} 511er1l \ pit1 "Stand [1115141111111 "“51 loeated l1e1\\ee11 the too 111a_\ 1111\e heen eonteinporar} 11111}1el11edno

dating1 e\11lenee, \1111111erpi117111131111iotlienoiih—n'esi. 1,—1111 \ 1.118111 \ 11.35111 deep. \\’:15 also tilled \\1tl1 11511 and 5ilt_\

5111111. 1111111 \\l1ie11 [llll'1)¥.\l\ 511er1l5'. 1i\e animal bones \\ei'e retrie\e11. Sampling1‘eeo\e1‘e1l eereal grain5. Iii'e1lela_\ and

animal hone 1'i'agi11ei115.

:\ gentl) eui'\ e11. northito»5ouih aligned diteh 1 ‘3 "1.1111111111111'111»\\ e5ter11 eoi‘ner 1111111‘ 11ortl1»\\ e5tern area. \\ a5 iraeed

1111 111.5111 111111111511ullie1'n ie1‘111i11i15tothe5iielin1it. \ sherd111pi‘ol1al1lelaarl) Sa\oi1pottei'} 1111111 it5 till pro\1de51entau\e

111111111:i e\i11e11ee. l’l1e1eanii'e tittedneatl)‘\\itliintheareo1anadiaeent l «haped diteh 1 751 11111111111:i to the ea51 .1111151111111.

    

Plate .‘1. 211111 Saxonpits53/..1'391111115/1 11e11 to right): eliareoal—lilled[1115/1 contained

111etal\\ 111111111:1 debris. 1.111111111g11111'111—\\ est.  
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Figure 9. Sections thl‘OSS features 01‘ Periods l\‘ and \'l

l‘lie plziii i‘eltitiotix‘hip het\\ een the ditches Sllggc<1\llt:tltllc) were eonteinportir). :iiid lllLtl the} repre>entitigi Ctlclt‘_\lll‘0> tltiit

\\ere iii iixe ill the some time or de\ eloped o\ er time.

\ little to the Stilllll ot‘tlie l1k‘l'lil'\\C,\lL‘[-ll tii'eti. 1i posdhle Sl'll LL13) \\;t_\ identified in lrenelt :3. Uni) the iiortliernintht

pxirt ottlie lbdllll'ci35111 h) tt,75iii| \\lL\ \ isihle iii the trench. its \\;itei‘loggetl till eoiitziined :i sllcl'tl ot‘llirl) Stiwn tllllCdtNl ti

pieee ol‘Stimti or medieuil potter}

.‘tttl/liit'tH/L'I'H tH‘t‘tI

l‘ttt'lV Stimn t‘eiitiirex \\ ere eoneeiili'tited iii the eeiitrtil—Miiitlierit ptirt ol’this e\e;i\;itioii .ireii. The northernmost SH; ((1113)

\\.’l\tlll ii'reeiiliirovil iii xltttpL‘. \\ itli .i tliit htise. iiiid lilt‘flfitll'Ctl—l .‘xiii \ loh'ni \ tt,.‘\7iii deep r\ligned north-eztSl to M‘lllll—\\ est.

it (tom-deep poshliole |;i_\‘ hiill‘mi} :iloiig eiieh ot' the >hoi’tei’ sidex '[lie lo\\ei’ ol the mo lills \\itliiii the Sill \\tis Ll

iiiid»hroi\ii <ilt} xttlttl. eoiit.iiiiiii1l ” litiih S:i\oii sherdx ‘dltLl eight litiglttettls ol‘tiiiiiniil hone. The tipper till \\ti,\ it (it‘ll

hronii-hliielx \lil}‘ Sillltl \\'tllt L‘ltltl'L‘Uitl. t\\el\e l":irl_\ S.i\oii \lierdx I: pieees ol‘ lti\;i tittei‘it stone ttltultltliltg Sljtti tiiid

H5104). ,‘itl tiniiiitil hone tittenienh thltl three pieeex othiiriit sandstone. Dotttcsllt‘ tood ret‘tise. iiieltidiiig eere;ii gi'tiins titid

llit/Ulltlll \hellx. \\ :is i‘eemered Iroin .iii eii\ iroiiiiieiittil .xziiiiple.

\ t~|ii<ter ol' t'etitiii’ex |;i_\ e. (1511i litll'lltL‘i' to the south. the largest \\‘.t,\ ti roiiglil} sdtiiii‘e Kill (53‘: l’ie. ” t‘or seetioiii

iiietisiiriiiet . 5e2lllll :IL‘HMS \ (Him deep tiiid {lit .in Cltl'llL‘l‘ undated pit m‘m. \\ ilhiii it> eoiitines Iii} t\\opo\tiholes (depths

ol‘tth‘iFiii Lind (l 7m). one eiieli loezited eentrnll} tiloiig hoth the \\ e>tern iiiid CtlStL‘l’lt >lth>. the SH? eontziined tour hromi

Sill} \tiiid deponiix. otn liieli the iippei’iiiost :it letist appeared to he ti deliheinte h:iel\till. l'lie petitiltiiiiute till 153M _\ielded

tiii l,;ii’l) Simon \\ hittleitunglxnite three i’esidiiiil prehixtorie slierds :iiithi tiitiiiitil hoiie litigiiieitts, Direeth to the \\ est lit) ti

roughly i’eet:iiigii|;ir SI llt.‘"4)..‘w,7tiiti \ IQXiii\ll.l1iiideep.th:il t‘eiittired t\\ o t).»li1i»tleep post—holex‘. one on etieh ot‘tlie

\lttit'l side: I‘lie t‘etitiire eoiit;iiiied ti grey—hroitn stind 15“.") t‘i’oni “hieh t‘oiir liti'l) S;i\oii sherdx. :iii l'llt'l) S;i\oii

\\ liittle»ttiii§; ltiiil‘e (SI-tilt rind Lt tesitliinl tliiil \\ere i'et‘m ered

lletoeeii Sl‘ltx 5]" :1nd 5 "J \\;is 11 pod-hole (5 "Ni llltll niii} ltLt\ e heeii reltited to one. or hoth. ot'tlieni. lust m er int to

lllt‘Sttlllil*\\C.\ittl‘lilk‘fik‘ll‘llllll'kWiil} tigroiipol‘thieepitxtl’liite 1:151:45 8 11nd ”t; pit .‘I‘Ieiit the otliertnotfl / :iiid i3 / ). Onl)
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one ot‘the t\\ o earlier pits (5/ / ) contained dating ey idence: this \\ as roughly circular and oil: lin diameter. and contained a

ddl'h grey and blaclx sandy till (5/3) w ith leitses ot‘ash and tragnients ot‘charcoal. ;\ large lfarly .\'a\on sherd‘ three iron nails

and metalworking debris including a piece ol'y itriiied hearth lining. two pieces ol‘iron conglomerate. iw 0 pieces olislag.

hammerscale fragments and t‘errous globules were recoy'ered. .\s there was no ey idcnce that heating 100l\ place within

the pit. it seems lilsely tliat the pit till and metalworking debris w:

 

a dtimp ol‘material li'oin elsewhere The latest pit (539)

was roughly mal. measured 1,35tn .\ 1m \ 0.25m deep and contained a ligltt brown sand from which tour liarly Saxon

sherds w ere col lected.

.\ roughly rectangular SFB (5/5). measuring «titan by 3.01m by' lllfiin deepi was located 71m to the soutlt. 'l'\\ o

 

post—holes (U45 [tom deep) were associated with i . shorter edges. one sited internally at the centre ol‘tlie western side and

one e\ternall_\ at the centre ot‘the eastern side. The western post—hole (5/9) contained an Iron .-\ge sherd and a burnt thnt and

was tilled \\ ith the same orange sand (5/6 530) as the SFB, I'hrce liarly Sayon sherds w ere collected from it. (‘ircular pit 47/

2m in diameter \ (Him deep and 3m to the south—east contained a brown silty sand (ill with lenses ol‘charcoal and eley en

5thjthcentuiy sherds. 'l‘otlie west lay twosiinilarly si/ed pitst/MandJ/m’) \\ hieh.although undatedwere probably related.

Period V: Late Sayon

(Fig, _)

.\ single sherd ot‘ ltlth l lth century pottery was found in one oi‘tlie t\\ o sections c\ea\ ated through the truncated remains

ot‘ditch lt/t/N. located in the northern part ot‘the south-eastern area and traced oy er 3. l m from its eastern terminus bel‘ore it

w as truncated by medie\ al features. lts east-to—yy est orientation dil‘l‘ered limit that ol‘any‘ ot‘the other ditches discoy cred: its

purpose w as unclear.

Period \‘l: medieval

(Figs 5. 9 and 10)

The medie\ al period saw the establishment ofa series oftield botindarics eytending across both e,\ca\ ation areas (l5ig. ltl),

in total 25 ditches were aligned north—east to southwy est with nine orientated northwy'est to south-east. ()l‘these. eleyen

contained medie\al dating ey ideitce whilst the others were dated oit the basis ot‘plan relationships and orientations. [n a

number ot'places stratigraphic relationships between ditches were identified but at many intersections it was not possible

to distinguish between similar lills. making it difficult to determine a feature sequence.

P/my‘c /

(Hg. ltJ.-\)

i‘ilihollgh no dating evidence was collected lrom ditches of this phase. their common alignment with dated l‘eatures

suggested that they were medie\‘al. Stratigraphic relationships suggested they were the earliest medie\‘al ditches encoun-

tered. Finds were \ery sparse. .r\ residual flint flake was collected from a primary till ota ditch W). in the north-western

area. whilst a little animal bone came from the lowest lill ol‘ditch ///)5. to the south-east.

Ditches 95/). ///5/, Ill/l, /35/. /3(i5 and NW) in the north-western area t‘ormed a single north—east to

south—w est aligned t‘ield boundary. broken by at least four entraneeways. which was orientated parallel to the

sur\ iy ing line rib/Roman ditch (\"M’ (which persisted as a landscape lieature to the north and south ot‘l’eriod l\' 8]“

Wm. About 18m litirther to the east two similarly aligned ditches (WI and 4" III) (/30) probably represented a

small tield or traekway.

lt‘ comparably orientated ditches "'44“, ”'47, (/37, 93/. [395. //5-/ and ///)5 were open at the same time in the

south-eastern area. the site w otild haye been occupied by a series otthree lields. each with a w idth between 44m and 5-bit. :\

ZtJm-widc minor enclosure or trackyyay' between ditches //5~'/ and [/65 was comparable to that recorded in the

northwestern area. in o east-tom est aligned ditchesl 741/ and N00) lthIllll‘lL‘tlrltlSl to the south ol'the entrance gap between

ditches ‘44 and 9X4 may also hate been integral to the s'y stem,

P/iuye I

(Fig. 108)

At least l‘our ol‘the ditches showed ey idence for re-cutting on one or more occasions ( ///75 as HM l‘ig, ‘) I'or section:

/_‘5/ and [365 as 134‘). DJ‘. /.‘J5 and [3/3. and [399 as NW). probably in the conteyt ol‘general cleaning—out. 'l'wo

medie\‘al sherds and a nail w ere found iii the upper lill ol'one ot‘thc re—ciits ( / Irv/J. In the north—western area an angled ditch

(954) to the north-east ot‘ the entrance between ditches /.‘45 IN} and 95/) may haye channelled tral'lic towards the

entrance. with ditch [II/J to its south—east ser\ ing a similar purpose. ('hanges in the organisation ot‘tlie landscape in the

south-eastern area are suggested by the replacement ol‘ditches UTand W" with a lciicc on their western edge (ey idenced

by thirteen post-holes MR).

 



  

 
  

/

\
\

\
L

//
\

\
,

~
\

\

4
7
"

‘
x
/
W
Z
’
C
Q

/
\
‘
\

1
t

\
\

,
1
2
9
8
\
~
\
\

.
/

\
9
8
6

9
8
4

I
~
4
5

\
/

\

r
5
5

‘
2
9

/
\

(’
L
o
o
:

‘
\

H
g

1
1

s
.

\
\

1
2
0
/

\
Q

0
8
‘
2

\

u

*1:

C
4

“
7
3
6

8
3

\

P
h
a
s
e

3
\

/
\

 

‘
1
2
4
3
4
4
9

9
5

‘
x

I
/

\
/

/
/

\
\

/
\

/

<
/
\

/
/

\
\
\

/
/

\

1
2
0
2

/
/

\
r

\
c

/
\

’
/

/
\

‘
\

/

 

K
\
/
1
2
9
4

/
/

\
\

1
2
5
u

/
/

\

\
\

87
‘

\
\\

6
9
0
&

\
8
3

8‘
)
&

1
0
2
,

\
6
9
8
.

6
9
4

‘\
'

8
9
2
w
t
”
-

\
7
F
!

8
.
8
1

9
3
/

\
‘

\
D

I
A

\
\

‘
\

F
e
a
t
u
r
e
s

t
h
a
t
c
a
n
n
o
t
b
e

\
\

i
n
c
o
r
p
o
r
a
t
e
d

i
n
t
o
d
i
t
c
h
s
e
q
u
e
n
c
e

\
‘

 
 

B
u

P
h
a
s
e

2
8
3
'
:

 

 
\

1
\

0
1
0
0
m

F
i
g
u
r
e

1
0
‘

P
l
a
n
s

0
1
‘
P
e
r
i
o
d
V
I

[
‘
c
u
t
u
r
c
s

I..\(',\\U\T[()\S "\1‘ SNI’Z'I'TLRI'OV 4t)?

 



40$ NURl-OLls' i\R('ll \l-‘()l.0(i\'

l’t‘itiyt' .y‘

il'ig, ltlt't

,\t some point during the medieval period the field system was remodelled. lit the north—w est area. the remodelling was

signified by the disuse oftw o ditcliesto‘Uf and [343. the latest successor ofditclies /_‘J'/ and [Ilia-t and the establishment of

a series ofnew rectilinear field boundaries. 'l he changes iny olved the i'e-cutting oftwo north»east to south—w est orientated

ditches W ’TRomzin-period ditch WA‘ ll‘ttg's 4 and 5) as [ll—13‘ and earlier medieval ditch 95!) as 95] and the creation of

three new iiortleest to south—east aligned ditches (3/). [SM and J)- lJUAZ the latter features in Trenelies 22 and 31 I. finds

w CI'L reco\ cred front sections e\cay ated through fouroftlie tiy e new boundaries. 'lw‘o medieyal slierds. along with residual

finds including a Roman coin (SF7‘H. were collected from ditcli fill at the junction of ditches Jo and [043. Three

l ltli mid—lStli century slierds came from the single deposit within ditch Ill/1V, Ditch [363‘ contained residual artefacts.

Once these boundaries were in place. further ditches and features were dug in reference to them. fliese included

successne linear features IMF and 1095. located to the south ofand parallel to ditch ISO}. Once the latest oftliese t MUD")

had infilled it was truncated at right—angles by ditch LYN. a reinstatement ofditcli Nil. 011 disuse ISO") was apparently

replaced by a fence. of which two post-holes were identified: the single till ot‘post-ltole l3"! contained two medieval

sherds. The primary till of ditch NW. a redefinition ofPhase l ditch 4/30, contained a late lltli 14th century sherd. Ditch

~15 [PM may ha\ebcen dug at the same time as (WU. [t was later replaced by ditcli II/itlocated 0.9m tothe north ofthe orig»

inal line) and a fence trepresented by thirteen postAlioles 39 in Trench Ill w as placed at right-angles to it. The i cry limited

e\tent ofthese features exposed in the narrow trenches liereabouts makes this interpretation tentati\e. however.

Changes w ere also made in the south—eastern area. some probably at the same time as de\ elopmeiits in the north—w est.

four Phase 3 ditches were cleaned otit and their lilies reinforced: T37) replaced ‘4“. NM replaced Wm. llm‘ replaced HM

(section Fig. 0] and W4 replaced 1395. .\ new north-east to soutleest aligned ditcli INNS) w as sited to the east ofditches

UN and am to .ser\ e as the eastern boundary to a trackw‘ay which led to a gap hctw eeii ditches "36. MN and 9M. :\/t‘l'll1llll/\

post t/HL’HI for these de\ elopments is provided by eight .s‘lierds of late 12th 14th century pottery collected from a pit (visor

which had been cut by ditch UNA Objects were collected from four ofthe fiy e ofthe ‘new ‘ ditches in the south—eastern area.

Se\ en late lltli? 14th-century slicrds a nail and a whittle-tang knife (81:08) w ere collected from the single lill ofditclt UM.

two medieval sherds and a piece oflay a quern w ere found in the backftll ofditch NAT. and a medie\ al sherd was recovered

from the deposit w itliin ditch NM. The fill of ditcli 3/) yielded tliree animal bones. a residual liarly Saxon sherd and fi\e

medieval sherds. the latest ofw'hieh was a 15th 16th century piece. This sherd. along w ith the lack ofposi-mediey al finds in

the ditches and the establishment of new ditches during the post—medieuil period. suggests a late medieyal or early

post~medie\al disuse ofthe south—eastern recorded elements ofthe field system.

[turn/12v //iti/ L u/iiiu/ /ic ilit'o/‘po/‘u/w/ iii/(1 //I(’ (ll/t /i .\'(’t/Il(’ll(‘(’

tt-‘ig. lth

Two cur\ilinear ditches did not fit into the interpretatiye scheme for the rectilinear field system. Whether they pre~or

post—dated it. or were contemporary anomalies. could not be established. ('urved ditch 33 in the southeastern part ofthe

north-western area had been cleaned-out on at least two occasions. and its latest llll contained a l Itli l-ltli century slicrd. ,\

pit t [35M to the west contained a possible I ltli 12th century sherd. The ditch appeared to be the cornerofan enclosure. the

full ofeytent ofw liich could not be determined because it continued beyond edges ofe\ca\ ation. Possibly it was originally

attached to Phase 1 field boundary llm’ to the east.

It is possible although by no means certain that ditcli I] w as associated w ith a group of waterlogged medieval

features partially e\posed in Trench 23. about 40m to the south—south-west. ’l hesc included a probable pit l IUD) w liose fill

contained one sherd of l llll’l‘llll century pottery. another rectangular pit (NV). and a tertitinattng ditch to") w hose fill

produced a little Saxon or medieval pottery. Another large feattirc (so had a minimum length ofo 75in a minimum w idth

oftt,"in and was at least [1.4m deep: its fill contained a piece oflava L|thl‘|t (Slio) and three IRth l—lth century sherds. Two

large undated pits. "U and NI. may also liaye been iiicdie\al. ,\ second cur\ ilinear ditch (7/04; not shown oti Fig. ltl)~

(i-shaped in plaiL was found in the southern part of the south-eastern area. Two fragments of medieyal pottery were

collected from its fill. which was cut by a pit t-JWJ) containing two I Itli 14th century sherds.

During the medieyal period at least eight other pits were dug within the Milllllicttslc‘t'lt part ofthe field system, 'l he two

northeminost WW) and WK) lay close to tli ‘ north-eastern end ofditcli //54. Since they were both o\al and ofsimilar si/c.

and as one (WM contained a sherd of l lth l-ltli century date whilst the other ( Wilt held ten fragments of late lltli l—lth

century pottery. they may hayebecn coittciiiporary, l’otir pits lay iiearthc gap betw ecii Phase 1 ditches "-H and /3‘/5. Pit NW

just to the east ofthe gap. contained an lltli 14th century sherd: pit 6‘)”. w itliiii the gap. contained a sherd ofs‘imtlai‘ date.

()n the western stde ofditcli 9&4. pit ()UJ produced two medieval sherds. while pit NM yielded tlii‘ce l ltli lr-lth century

sherds. About 15m to the west ofthe gap lay‘ two further pits. l‘it N93 contained two pieces ol'inedicuil pottery w liilc lb“

yielded a 13ththh century sherd. :\]3PI'0.\H]1£11L‘l-\ I‘lllm to the south and apparently outside the field system. isolated pit

495 (not shown on Fig. lllt contained a mcdie\al w liittleitang lvnife blade (Slim!) and a little animal bone.
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lieat—scorelied red The o\ en \\ as then cleaned and a small patch ot'green hro\\'n cla_\ \\ as laid in the \\ esterii part. perhaps as

a repair to the lining. heloie it \\ as used again. l'he charcoal dehris U‘l ti'om this tiring to liicli did not reach high enough

temperatures to scorch the later cla} layerl \\ as lelt i/i \i/ii and the oi en ahandoned. .\ii an ironniental sample collected

troiii ”‘1' produced debris from cereal processing and storage. including cereal grains. spoiled grains and weed seeds. Once

the o\ en \\ as abandoned tour stieeessn e dtiiiips ol'iiiatcrial \\ crc placed \\ itliiii it. [he uppermost ol‘tliese \\ as a 'and) cla)‘ 

\\ hieh contained charcoal flecks and patches ol~ light brown cla). Although none otithe cla) patches \\ ere scorched. the}

ma) ha\ e originalh heen part ot‘tlie men's superstructure.

Period Vll: post—medie\al

ilTig.l l i

l‘he main orientation and the rectilinear l‘orm ot‘the lield s} stem in the south-eastern area was reint‘orced h} the cutting of

t\\o parallel north—east to south-\\est aligned ditches. Both crossed the \\ idtli ol‘tliec\ca\ation area tinhrolten. Ditch ‘5 \\as

the mest northcrl} . the four sections exca\ ated through it _\ ielded a (‘harles 1 coin tSl-‘(fir an iron s\\ l\ cl (SI-'73 ). lragments

ot‘la\a duern (51700) and li\ e animal hones. as \\ ell as residual items. Ten sections across ditch (/5. t', 40m to the southeast.

produced a ti'agment ot'cla} pipe \\ ith rih moulded decoration. an iron ohiecttSFllll ). a nail. animal hone and t\\ o pieccsol‘

hurnt sandstone. along \\ ith residual items, l'here \\ as no t.‘\ idciicc to indicate \\ hat happened to the Period \'l tield s} stem

11‘. the iiorth—nestern area.

ll is \\orth} or note that a piece ol‘unl‘uscd distal sheep femur collected l‘rom a lill ol‘ ditch "5‘ appears toioin \\ith

another hone reco\ ered from post-hole III/i. located (13m to the north-\\ est. This suggests that the post~hole. along \\ ith the

the others associated \\ ith it. are elements oli a fence huilt oii the line olimedie\ al cur\ ilincar ditch 33,

l‘hree pits located hem een ditches ‘5 and ‘25 contained postvmedim al material and ma_\ ha\ e heen contemporary. l'he

largest iiVfiA‘l measured fim \ —l.hm and produced a piece ol‘post-mcdim al ceramic huilding material. a piece ot‘ lSih loth

century potter}. si\teen medie\al sherds. a fragment ol~ la\a tiucrn MFG?) and animal hone. Located l3.5m to the south.

\U‘N \\as situated to the north ol‘pit NW, .\lthough

it continued he} ond the eastern edge otsite. it \\ as mal iii shape and measured at least I, l m \ 2.05m \ 0.31m deep. lts loo er

1. i

 

irregular pit MW produced a post-medie\ al hnttoii and residual .s'herds. Pi  

amic huilding materia hrec nails.

 

till mil/i \\as a }ellii\\ cla_\'e_\ sand \\ hich contained three pieces tiliptislimctllcull cc

t\\o animal honcs aitd t\\o residual medie\al sherds. lts upper lill (MN) \\as' a hlaclt silt) sand ti‘om \\hich metal\\orl\'ing

dehris . a possihle tinere. t\\‘o piecesot‘\ itrilied material and tour pieces ol‘slag wand t\\ o residual medie\ al sherds' \\ere

recm ered. \s no e\ idence for heating or hurning \\‘as found \\‘ithin the pit. it is likely this deposit was a dump otismithing

material.

l ill/tiled lL‘tl/Ill't‘\

lFig l l t

()\ er Kl! features. mostl_\ pits and post-holes. produced no dating e\'idenee and could he not placed \\ itliin the site sequence.

( )lithese. ele\ en postilioles located in the northieas’t ol‘thc north?“ estern area are \\orth) ol‘niention. loo post—holes \\crc

located ahout Rom apart. .\ppro\imatel}' Sm l‘urthei' to the math la) a north—\\cst to south-east aligned ro\\ ol‘ se\ en

post-holes. and about 1.2m to the north again \\ ere t\\o llII'IllCl post-holes. ’l‘hese lezittii‘es ma} all ha\e heeii related.

lorniing elements of leiiee lines or structures.

Specialist reports

Lithics

/"i Sarah Bates till/J Sarah l’erciuil t/m/ l’eter Rohins
 

7/it intern/three

tl'ig. lZl

\e\ cnt}.—one pieces ol'striiclt llint \\ ere recmcrcd. along \\ ith I43 ti'agments ol‘hnrnt llint \\eighing a total ol 1 .o‘)51\g. 'l‘he

struelt tliiit is mid to Llilll\ gre} in colour. \\ itli creamieoloured corte\ ol'\ar_\'ing thiclx'ncss. Some pieces ha\e ahi'aded and or

patmated cortical s'urliices. ,\hout hall‘ol'the struck lltiit is sharp iii condition alid onl) one piece c\hihits Ptislitlcptkllltilllll

patinatioii

()iil} s‘|\ olithe struclx llints came l'rom lbatures ol‘prehis‘toric date I pits .W‘) and [WA—i. 'l'he maiorit} \\ ere either residual

in later teattires (of pieces in I'etittii‘es ol'l'arl_\ Sa\on. medie\al and post»iiiedie\al date) or limit the ploitghsoil t W). Burnt

lllllls \\ ere I'oiind in hoth prehistoric and later l‘eaturcs. 11 is- possihle that the hurnt li‘agnients iii lairl) Sawii. iiiedimal and

post-medie\al l'eatures ma_\ ha\e been the result ol‘huriiing dtii ing these later periods,
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Iii/ii'i't‘ (in/e /)L’\L ri/ilmn Qua/lint ll'eie/‘ii (3/

(i2 (0111111011.mL‘kllLlll].StllU-I'OllllklulIql'tlg. ()titer >tirlaee> pale htil'll —l Z—l

orange: inner .xtii‘liiees and eore pale hull

t
4

t
; I
.

‘
4
‘

(i3 Common. medium. sub—rounded grrr : oeeasional. medium. angular

 

L't/lt'i'iit’t/f/iiii. ()tllct' <tirl1tees pale hull-orange hron n. inner >lll’lltCL‘\

and enre pale litill‘.

. ,
a 3",

lotul
a6 - / i

lztble 2. Later \eoltthte l’iéll'l_¥ Bron/e Age potterV lztbries

/'.i/ii'i‘t (in/e l)(',\t i'i/ili'rui Qirtirm/i' ll t [gilt i‘u/

151 Common. small angular. t'tI/(‘lllt’t/ thin: moderate small t/Iiiir/g-tiinii‘ 5 33

Outer stirliteex dark-gre) hm“ n. inner \tirlaees and eore orange

Q] ( ommon. .xmall eardrum/hf. moderate small angular. iii/t tin t/ iii/ii 14” 1045

Outer sttrllteex dark—gre) hron n. inner xtirlliees and Hire orange.

()2 ('ommon. small t/HtI/I/:’\(UlL/. ()titei \tirlaee dark grey hrtmn. inner W "H4

sin't'aee dark himt n and eore dark grey

()3 ('ommon. small t/l/t/Hf’HHHL moderate \mall angular. iti/t inert" tii'iiI. H‘ 11"}

Some \egetahle ltlL'lUNIOIls ()ttter .stn'laee and inner stirlaee dark grey.

eore [iron n ere}

SI (‘ommotr platey \ oid> \\ itli wine \hell >L|t'\1\ ing moderate '3 121$

stiha‘otinded grog Utiter .xtii'lliee dark ere} hro\\n. inner \tirtliee dark

hrtm n and eore dark gre}

\ l l longated \Dltls in \tirl'aee. eotnmon. \mall t/iitzi'i;—,\tiiiii. moderate 5 ln

>mal| angular: L Ll/L [/ln't/ Hint Outer .xtirtaee and inner \ttrtltee dark

gI'C)-l310\\llle‘01'e‘ light hronn to Late}.

l‘otal 478 578‘)

Tahle 7». Mid Late Iron Age pottery l‘ahries

e\aniiile |_\ linislied \\ tilt fingertip inmreswons to the rim top 'I he large htte|\et-.\liaited \\‘\,\\‘l (l 1g. MK and DI t'ntind in in:

INS ix \\ ithotit parallel Qlltlttll‘gsl [HIlVll\llL‘Ll .isxemhlages li'om \orllilk It i\ made ol'\hell-teniperetl l'ahi'ie and ha\ \ertieal

\\all>. a plain right-angled hase. a thiekened rnn and an applied cordon deeorated \\ ith diagonal \l;l\llL‘\ \hm e the eerdon

e\t>a la

 

the \ exsel walls are deeorated \\ ith \lt.tlltt\\ ineisetl diagonal lines l'he rim diameter or!) Zem \H '__-e \ewfl \\ hiel‘.

 

\\21>‘P|‘Ul711l1l} tixed tor >1or‘age

I lit/Itl‘tIll/HIlt’

l he \llCl'Ll\ iteighine 18g \\ ere identilied ax heme olitrehistorre date but \\ ere too \mall. abraded anil lormlew to he dated

more elmel). l-‘otir ol'thex‘e \\ ere reem ei'ed lroni l\\tt l’ei'iod |\' .\‘l Bx ta'l / and if‘l.

Ila/iii}: tI/ii/ iI//i/I///t'\

l he ( iranee l’arni Beaker rexeinlilex the eontemporar) e155e‘lttltlitgelt'Olttttt‘Jt'lt} at theta lleath. t)ttnlen|iam. \t the latter

\ite. a ntiinher til Beaker xheitlx \\ ith ‘ear|} ~at} le nnprexxed and lltC|>Ctl deetiration eame item a hnrnt nttitinil avneiated

\\llll\\tllL‘I'»llllL‘Ll[Mttl5lllllll1lktl'kl 1W2. Uta: (iihson l‘lfi‘l. tig. (HI ll. \ Beaker ol'indeterminate \t_\ |e \\ ith imitrexsed

Lleeoration \\a,\ also ieemered hunt the Iron .\1_‘e earth\\oi'lu al llietloi'd( aslle tt’larke ltt‘il, eorittis nn til”), [he 0\ era

Heath and Ilietl'ordk astle Beakerawenihlagex like that from t irange 1 arm. laek the titigertiit~iiiipi'e\\ed itixtieated \t_\ lex

eonnnon to man} tlUlllLNllC axxeiiihlagex

l'lie [ ater \et>lit|iie liarI} Bron/e \51e asxeniltlaee hrohahl} retirexents the rel'the troni domextie eookine, eating and

\torage. \ seleetion otSherds. reprexentingz the lragnienlznt It‘lltLllH\ l‘l a partiall} ennntlete\exxelnmsitlaeed titan 1\ttl.tle‘tl

itit Stieh iwlatetl and epheineial leattires eonlainine the liagmentar} remainx oI'xennxonittlete \C\.\el,\ are highh eharaeteii

l\lik‘ttl‘lle‘11l\€l'll\mg .xitextl leal) 105%. Ill”; \,\lt\\1|l Illltl. I‘ll. l he reaxonx hehind thix ehaiaeteristie lorm ol'tleiitnitnin ate

nnelear. hnt it ma} represent epixotlie HMS o1~ ’I‘awtn’ed‘ Sllt‘5 en a xeawnal Ul other e_\elieal ham During lll|.\ period the

inaioiit) tit'txaxte potter} naxitrohahlt diximxedol‘on llk‘xlll laeetl Ieah l‘l‘li. 1W). llll_\\k‘k‘tlllkl tormot‘dermxition i.~ repre—

xenled ht \ingle ahraded \herdx tli>tier<eil \\ illiiii a ntimher oti lk‘.llt|l‘t‘\.  
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Figurc 13. Later Neolithic l'iarly Bronze Age 1101M}, Scale 1:2.

\ lmmd chmnulug) 101' Beulxcr turn-nu} mu pmpnxul IN} [he ”wish \luxcum l'mlim‘zu'lmn $11ng pmgl‘zlmmc. \\ h ch

«111ml the ~1_\1c In L IN)“ ISM) Ht'. Hm prugmmmc I'L‘\ll|l.\ Mlggcxlcd lhnl‘ “lulu [hp dclmlcd mmlugiml clu‘unulng

prC\1()L|\l-\ flnmu'ud h} urclmwhvgixts “11.x lhmud. 1h;~ lmmd slylhlic (I‘cndx’ Micntifiul \lill hmc mmc \nlidil} 11ml Humming:

thncx (’l u/ I‘M! I Thu Barker \hunlx I'mm ( xrungc Hum Ibulurc «men hands nhlccnrzmnn mmg um I» and. mum I'nl’cl).
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Figure 14. Mid Lute Iron Age pottery, Settles 1:3 (A and B) and 1:41(‘:ind D).

11ltgL‘1'111111*1111}N'L‘\\Ct1\1x‘51g115 k‘11111'11L‘1k‘1'1511k‘01‘0111‘1101'l'.l.\1,\11g111111.\1_\1C1ik‘«l|\€1',\111k‘.11_\ 1111\‘mnnd idk‘h111C111UICCUI111‘1C\

elmedntntnkatnd 1111gcl'11p11121>11eI'llx11t‘111101111hl11_\pt1'\ 1;tter Henker >1}1e.\. '1 |n> >ngge>t> thztt the twinge 1xirm HL‘AhCIN

might dttte tn the etirher period «it Beaker ettrreney

'1'1te \Iid 1ztte1rnn,\geimtter) representxtt ntthtnrtnn dnntestie 1155L‘11117111gk‘ 5111111111 tn enntemlmrztr) en11eetmn>

hittnd 4111 m er \nrhi11e Snt‘l'ulk 11nd northern (finnhrtdgedtne It euntnntx n hnnted range 01‘ tindeenrttted >1;te1\_

.xhghtl) 101111117“!tttlhlk‘t'cd.1111‘1‘01’111x.111t>\117\ 111\1111L1} 1\11171'1C,\I\\11k‘1'k‘ deenrtttinn dnexneettrit 1,\111111101101110101‘01

the tint. Within the lireeklnnd tireu the wind} >1‘ilk‘1xix1lUll1&1C1'Ck11111’5111'1‘L‘t‘lflPdl'dhlL‘\\1111x‘\{11111‘1g‘\1‘1'0111111CP1111\\‘1

potter} 1'rnnt1nnit\\:r\; | hetl'nrd. \\111C1111:1.\llL1111k‘11111:;8011‘L‘1\\CC11 the 4th 1111\1 Ind eentttries Ht‘ Hiregnr} 1003.11;

1—11)). S111111JI'C\11[11|1|U,\ \\ere 21150 tottnd L11 1'hetliird(Ktstlennd1'nrd1‘1nee‘ lhetlbid t1)tt\ ie> 1"”:. lie. :51. thitxide

BreeLlnnd,eninpztrtth1ezimeinhhtgex1t;t\ eheene\e.t\;tted;tt1);tr1\1'2nnt_Silt‘ield.prnlxthl) dining train the 3rd to the

111111-1511‘0111111‘1C513(‘(1’L‘1'L‘1M11 100M. 1'he potter} dtt'Iers1minnther:isseinhhteexinehtding xherdx deenruted \\ ith i1

\itriet) tit'tneisedtind Ilttt‘l'k‘SNUtl(iccttt'dlttttt. \111‘11.1\111;l1 1min neurh} 1111;1'Ck‘1x1.111\1;l1 1 _\nt’tird 11%ti1ex tind Ruhettmn

tliitlteuniing) I‘he 1 )iitlii'd itnd ( 11'1111‘:‘_L‘ litrin >11C> ttre h1\e1_\ te he hrnndl} eottteinhtnnr}. Iron -\ge {miter} dining 1>

prnhlenttilie. htme\er_;tnt1 it ISUHCILUH’“11C111C1’111C(Iiiiiitjl'filh‘e‘) in the \t}1e;tnd litrntut‘theimh 1min 111C\C1\\0,\I1C.\t1|1‘

nt'e1trtint>1tigteit| \‘tgnihennee or the rexttll ul'sunie other llietnr. perhznu site IneLitinn nt itinetien

'I he 1zirge httrrel—shztped >he1|Atentperediztr lint Mi: He He 21nd 1)) \\1111Uppilk‘dCt‘l'dt‘Itthtl x1tt>hed demititiun ix

111111>11t11, [he .x‘helhtetnpered tithrie is tinennitnnn in \‘nrt'nlk .tnd perhttps stiegestx ti tritde hn1\ \\ ith \ite,\ in (Hitnhriilgeshire

nr 1 111L‘U11151111L“\\1]C|L‘ <he|| ix‘ .1 etiinnionh tl>Ct1 temper in putter} thrnttehntit the hen \ee.

( tint/Held tu’ i//1(.\I/'tl1('(/ \‘/11‘/'t/\

t1igx1321nd1-11

15 \ 1znerNen|it1tie lutrh thxn/e \ee 11e.11\et 1‘I]11,K'01111\llttpt’k‘mcdv1:11ttlx‘1i3.1’tN1—1tt‘1cfi‘)”.  
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lSB later \eolithic

l5(\ l..iter\eolitlnc arl_\ Bron/e

l‘ \ ‘ Beaker. Comb and lingernail impressed. Fabric (i3. l’it hill.

1' \

lSD later\eolithic lflirl) Bron/e \

rl .»\

l' \

arl) Bron/e

v
,
»

Beaker rim. L‘oinb impressed. Fabric (i2, l’ost~hole 5W.

r

i

r

i
t
”
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I
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15E later \eolithic

15F Later \eolithic arl} Bron/e ‘ Bealxer. l’ossibl) birdibonc—impressed. Fabric (13. Pit mm.

lh.\ .\lid late lron \ge rim. Fabric 01. Pa M5.

168 \lid Late lron \ge rim, Fabric Ql. Pit Ht)".

16C \lid Late lron \ge run with applied cordon and slashed decoration. Fabric Sl. l’it lltfi.

lbl) \lirl~l..ite lron :\ge base. Part ot‘s'ame \essel as tot: Fabric 81 l’it [05.

arl} Bron/e t Beaker. l’ossibl} bird-bone—impressed. l'abric (i3. l’it (WK).

l
l
<

&

e

e Beaker. t'omb and fingertip impressed. Fabric (l3. l’ost~hole 5W,

e

e1

Roman potter}

m \ltce L}Ull\

Thirteen sherds otiRomanodtritish potter} tt).t)o_‘~l\g) represent an e\treinel) small and abraded assemblage. Coarse \\ ares

predominate. although a single sherd ot~ domestic tine \\ are was identified. \lo \essel types could be recognised as the

sherds \\ ere \ er_\ small ta\ erage 0.015ng and no rim pieces w ere t'ound. The material was not closel} datable. e\cepting a

single Late lron .\ge or earl} Roman sherd li‘om ditch INN. and a shcrd ot .\ene Valle) colour coated \\ are which can be

dated between the Ind 3rd centuries ,\D ('l‘oinber and Dore IWN. llt\‘) [tom the topsoil. ’l he remainder ol'the assemblage

is t) pical ot‘locally produced utilitarian coarse grey \\'arest,'\ndre\\'s 1985. 92; (rurney 1995. llll: Toinber and Dore I‘Nb’.

lt\'-l> used between the late lst and 4th centuries Al),

Post—Roman potter)

hr Richenda (iot‘tin

ll“tg‘. 15!

Fi\e hundred and It]nCt_\—sC\ en fragments ot‘pottery w eighing 5.1 1ng were reco\ered. l‘he majority is medieval in date. but

a small but signilicant quantity is liarl} Sa\on 'l'hree hundred and twel\'e sherds (ll—llcg) were reco\ered trom the

ploughsoil.

[fur/r .S't/A'uti

One hundred and twent} tragments ol~ potter} ot‘ [Zar|_\ Sawn date \\ ere recovered. weighing l.(iZ‘)l\'g. Sherds were

retrie\ ed from Period l\' l:ar|_\ Sawn features 1 including SFBs. pits and a ditch) and from a number ol'latcr letitiir'es. ‘l'he

sherds are described feature b) feature below.

Forty-nine Fragments ol~ liarl) Sa\on potter} from an estimated minimum number ot‘ twenty dit‘t'erent \essels were

identitied in the [ills ot‘se\ en SFBs tt).32‘>l\'gt, Sixty-one Fragments reco\ ered li‘oin pit tills represent a liirther ten \essels

tl.()N4l\'gi. \lan} ot‘the wares ha\e a predominantl} sandy matri\ \\ ith the addition ol‘sinall quantities ot’organic material.

 
oup is characterised b} ati abundance ol‘grass inclusions.

 

mica. grog. tine flint and e\en shell. \ second distincti\e fabric \

w hich can be seen as clear impressions on the surlaees ot‘the pot and as \ oids w ithin the tiibric where the) ha\e been burnt

out during the tiring. .\|though a number ot‘these handmade wares are thielvwalled and comparatpel} crudel) made.

others are more linely potted. Ottcn the e\terna| surfaces otthe \ essels are tooled. and this is occasionally carried out on the

interior surtitcejust inside the rim.

 

The torms represented are a range ol'ja ' and bowls ot'dil‘terent si/es. some ol‘w hich show e\ idence ot‘ use through

sooting. \lan) are small \essels with simple. nearly upright rounded or tapered rims. (lne \essel from the till otSldt 7W)

tapers Inwards to form an upright slightly pointed rim (Fig. l5,\). whilst a second pot From the same Feature has a simple

upright rounded rim tFig. ISB). .\ well-made \essel with a simple squared upright rim came lrom pit 71/7 (Fig. l5('l: a

second \ cssel made from a coarse sand) Iiibric has a slightl) more L‘\ erted rim t l-ig. l 51)). lo ent_\ itwo fragments. probabl}

all li’oin the same \ essel. \\ ere present in the low er till ot‘SFB NU. Most ol‘tliese shcrds w ere iii poor condition. but a simple.

‘I. Several ll

large. simple. slightl} e\'erted rim and a diameterot'tlflom (Fig.

crudelymade cooking \essel with coarse (iiiart/ inclusions and some organic material was also identified tl'ig. l5(}l.

    nearly upright rounded rim sherd sun i\‘ed (Fig. l.‘ iginents ol'grass—tempered ware Iroin a baggy \ essel \\ ith a

l5l") \\ ere lound in later pit i“) [also l’eriod l\'l, .\ second 

light 51h 7th ecntttr} sherds \\ ere residual in later deposits '1 liese \\ ere in similar tabries to the stratitied material and

were mainl} sandy \ariants with organic inclusions. ()ne trom the ploughsoil has an oxidised rusticated e\tcrna| .surlliee

\\ ith nailiimpression decoration

Lute S'tlioii

\cr) little late Sa‘x‘on potter} \\ as identified. .\ single Fragment ota \ery thick-walled \essel dating to the l()th l lth centuA

ries was recm'ered than the till ot“.’l..ate Simon ditch [WW .\ fragment olaiar \\ ith diamond rouletting on the outeredge ot‘

the rnn \\ as intrusi\e in Late Neolithic l‘arl} Bron/e :\ge pit (ill/i. \residiial piece ol‘a small 'l hettord—type ware izir was
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collected from the till ofmedie\al ditch 55‘ (e\a|uation Trench 1m. T rent} shei'ds of Thetlbrd—t}pe \\ are \\ere identified

from the unstratilied material.

,l/t't/Iei’u/

.\ htindred and liftyione fragments ofmedie\ al pottery. \\ eighing 1.747lcg. \\‘ere strati lied. .\ numberofrim sherds‘ made in

a sand_\‘ handmade fabric \\ ere made in the liarly Medieval \\ are t l{\l\\'i tradition. dating to the I lth thh centuries. .\lost

potter) consisted ofmedieutl coarsenares. ranging from general unspecified \\ares ( l\l(‘\\'|. to ( xrimston L'i i/ed \\ares.

 

and Local Mediemll ngla/ed \\ ares tl.’\ll ), The collecti\e term ‘:\l('\\" is used to describe medium—coarse sand} \\ ares

\\ hich ate lilxel} to Time been made from a \ariet} ofcomparatoel_\' local sources. Although most \essels are \\heel»thro\\ it

some ofthe eoarseu are body sherds ha\ e a handmade appearance. and it is lilsel_\ that this method ofmanulltcture \\ as still

used throughout the medie\a| period. Such fragments ma} be 1 lth 13th centui') in date, btit unless the) were found ztswtek

atetl \\ ith l2arl)‘ \ledie\a| \\are rims ofthis date the} lime been gi\ en a \\ ider l lth l—lth centur} date range here.

()fthe coarse\\'arestl ocal i\ledie\al l‘ngla/ed \\ are (l :\ll..'| \\ as predominant. lhc fabric is characterised b_\ a tine to

 

medium sand§ matrix and is smooth. and usua||_\ bufforg y in colour \\ ith darlxer patches. lt is reco\ ered in large quanti-

ties from medieval deposits in .\‘tt|‘\\lt.‘l1, \lthough no production sites Ira\e been located. concentrations of \\aster

fragments suggest it \\as made to the north—east ofthe cit). around \\oodbast\\ lCls and Potter} lleigham tJennings ION l.

41 I. \ariants ofthis fabric are common in inan_\' parts ofthe count} This \ariet) is reflected in eomparatneb line and

smooth sherds from (irange farm. \\hich are not \or\\icl1-t)pe 1 ML sheids btit are no doubt ofa similar date. .\ fragment

ofthis t§ pe. reeo\ ered from the subsoil. has a distincti\ e crerted rim. \\ hich may be ofa later date than the standard flared.

eierted types tl‘ig IS] I).

Se\era| c\amples of medie\al eoarse\\‘are iars ha\e squared de\ eloped rims. belonging to the latter part of the

llllli l -lth century date range, .\ pieee \\ ith a squared—offrim and a sherd ofa large l.i\ll‘ cooking \esseloi’jar\\i1li:ide\el—

oped rim of 13th 14th century date tl-‘tg. lil) came from ditch 5. Other squared—offrims \\ ere found in pits W1] and Wt!

(figs [SI and l\'). .\ small quantit} ofUrinhton ltngla/ed \\are (three sherds) \\ as present. Tuent} fragments ofgla/ed

 

inedie\ al potter} n ere collectedt \\ eighing (ll 1 (llxg. fhese \\ ere mostb (irimston \\‘are \\ ith a plain lead g a/c. l'\\ o gla/ed

sherds are. at present. unidentified .\ small iug fragment \\itli an applied strip. a residual sherd from pit t\ ‘8. is the onl_\

decorated piece. \o Hailing-type \\are. a t_\ pc common in south-\\ est Norfolk. \\ as present.

l'\\ o hundred and eight) sherds \\ere reco\ered from unstratitied contests. The majorit§ are coarse\\‘ares (150

including 81 l.i\lli): (irimston \\ are (eighteen). ungla/ed (irimston \\ ate (in o) and fail} l\]edie\a| \\are tfouri account for

the rest.

liM/illlt'I/It‘l‘tlf

|'i\e stratified sherds oflate i\ledie\al and Transitional \\are (ll.bt\'l\g) dated to the lith loth centuries. l'iifteen pieces of

post—medie\a| potter} \\ere unstratilied. T liese comprise si\ sherds oflate \ledie\al and Transitional \\are. two pieces of

l’rechen stoneoare. four fragments oflila/ed Red eartlten\\ are and three sherds of l.nglish stone\\arc.

/)l\t'H\\'l-HH

The s‘tratilied postikoman potter) co\ ers a \\ ide date range from the fail} .\a\on period through to the 15th and loth centu—

rtes. The 51h 7th century assemblage reemercd from the Sl-‘lls and pits forms the most signitieant part ofthe assemblage.

and provides a small but useful supplement to our understanding of ltarl} Sawn potter) in southv\\estern \orfolls and

north-\\esIern Suffolk. [t can be compared to the much larger assemblage of potter} reeo\ ered from \\est Stoo t\\ est

TONS). as \\ ell as a le\\ othergroups identified in southern Norfolk. The assemblage is primaril) domestic and utilitarian in

nature. and includes some crudcl_\—made \essels, The most common fabric issand} \\ ith some organic material 1 l‘SOIi. but

also there are smaller quantities ofniuch coaisergrassitenipered \\are tltSUl l. .\one ofthe stratified potter} is decorated.

the only decorated sherd being a rusticated fragment rcco\ered from the ploughsoil. The forms ofthe \ cssels are t}pieall_\

l'arl} Saxon in their shape. \\ith a range of rims \\hich are slightl) inttirned. upright or slightl} e\erted.

Although other linds \\ ere collected from the Sl'lls and the pits. none oftliese can be dated more elosel} than to the

5th 7th centuries. [n \ ien oflhist and because ofthe absence ofstamped potter}. the potter} can onl_\ be dated \\ ithin this

broad range. It hasbeen suggested that grass»tempered potter} tends to be ‘late' in Suffollx. and this is borneout b} the mate—

rial from sites at liriso ell (fillldn to the southin est of Siiettertoiii. llere erassaempeied \essels occur \\ ith the greatest

frctitienc} in a (ith 7th centnr) cemeter) (liRl 104) and a probable ‘lalei settlement area tl’Rl ltll l \\ hieh also produced

lp.s\\ ich \\are LS, ,\ndersoir pert. wit/iii. i.

l‘l\C sherds made lroin a similar range ol labrics \\ere collected dtiring a \\atching briet at \\ain l ane. Nnettcrton

ll nderdon n 300] i. llo\\ e\ei1 the l li'ange farm assemblage shims marked differences \\ ith the larger group ofpotter) of

similar date recentl) recou‘red from a settlement site at llroome in south-eastern \‘orfollx. \ hundred and t\\ent) l'arl_\

Sawn sherds \\ere reco\ered from this site \\ here the predominant fabrics \\ ere sand and organic \ariants. \\ ith grog and

poss‘ibl} granite also present ((ioflin Ztltl‘il, There \\as a noticeable Iacls of the grassaempcied fabric present at (irange  
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Figure 15. Post~Romun pottery. All seztle 1:2 exeept 1 (1:4)

Itn‘m. '[ he Bnmme ttxxemhlttge 11150 contained seVerttl \esselx \\ 1th \lillflpcd tteemxnnm. :1 Nature ettlit’el} Inekmg In the

(yrzmge hum putter}.
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('ti/ii/ugtit' U/ l/[lfl/l'tllt't/ x/It‘i‘i/x

tl ig. H)

\ l,pi‘ight slight pointed i'ini. Sund} liibrie \\ ith orgunie inelusioiis 11 $02). 178158 7%.

B l‘pright rounded riin. Sand) llibi‘ie \\ ith orgunie inelusions tl-S()3). 3". SH; ”Mi.

C Squaired upright l‘lm li'oni jzir. Sandi lubrie \\'ith oi'gzuiie inelusioiis (1250:). Vii. pit 7M).

D li\erted rini li‘oin izli'.(t>;1i'se sand) tlibrie t I‘SQ Q). “/15. pit "M.

[C Rounded Iiil‘dl‘l} upright rim li'oni eup ‘iur. Stiiid} tllbi‘ie tltStD). (NM. Sl-R 003.

1’ Simple slight e\erted riin l'roin bugg} itir. (ii'tiss tempered lubrie tl—S()l I. 530. pit 53‘).

(1 Run from eoolgingjaui Course lubrie \\ ith some oi'gunie niiiterizil tl'SQ/J. 53/). pit 53‘).

ll l‘\ei'ted rim lroin eool\iiig \essel oriur. l.l\ll —\ liibi‘ie. Subsoil ‘0.

l [)e\e|oped i‘iin troin L't)t)l\lll‘g‘ \essel oriur. l..\[l lubrie. INA. diteli T.

J Developed riin ot‘eooking \essel or jur. .\ledie\;tl eoursenure tubrie. (V49. pit Wu”.

K l)e\'eloped riiii ot‘eooking \essel oi'iair. .\ledie\;il Ct);ll‘\c\\LlI'C luhi‘ie. WI. pit Wt).

\let‘dl objects

/vr .luliu lluddle tIIlt/ .\driun l’opeseu iiii/i l)‘d\ id Robertson

ll‘ lg. ltil

\ hundred uiid se\eiii_\ ’>C\ en inetul objeets \\ ere eolleeted. ot‘\\ hieh 35 \\ ere reeo\ ered li'oin features uiid lSZ euine li'oin

nietzilAdeteeting ploughsoil :ind subsoil. Se\eiit)-three ure made from copper ullo). 41 me iron. 3| 11R] leud. se\enteen tire

copper (ind tin ullo_\'. si\ ure /iiie tlllt)_\ and two eueh Lire nizide lironi sib er. tin :ind tin zillo_\‘, There is one obieet \\ ith lead and

CCI'lelC elements and one is littltlt.‘ li’oin ii eonibinution ol‘leaid und iron. 'l‘he inutei'izil hus been dined. where possible. using

object purullels :ind iissoeitited dutiiig e\ idenee. Fort} percent ol‘tlie niuieriul is undated, \ldll} ot'the items are deseribed

belo\\ b) obieet t} pe ( lt‘llt)“ ing thut used in \ltu‘geson 100.1). \\ith 11 euttilogue entry gi\eii tor the more important plCCCS.

[he obieets not deseribed inelude nuils. oil-euts. rods. ['1\ ets. sheets. metul \\;iste :ind unidentilied obieets tineluding one

:1rtel1iet ($155) reeo\ei'ed trom ill] li'on .\ge deposit).

('imix

’l'\\el\e eoiiis \\ ere eolleeted. ot‘\\hieh the ire Roinun. [\\U IllCtllCHll :uid tin: t tour not listed belo\\ ) post—medieval. ()iie

Roniuii eoin enine ti'oin u inedie\ ill diteh ( SI“ 70). .i sil\ er eoin ol‘ldiig (‘hurles‘ l (81' ()3 ) \\tl_\ i‘eeo\ ered from :1 post-medieval

diteh. \\hilst ten “ere liouiid in unstrntilied eonte\ts.

SFZG tunstrntilied UN), Mureus .\urelius. eoppei'ullo} tl\. Rome lillllli ltil lt\'tl. Ubierse: illegible legend. l;iure;ite head

right Rexei'se' illegible.

Sl’42 (unstruiilied .i‘J‘l). l'eti'ieus l. eopper :illo} rzidiute. LIHL‘CI'ILIIH iniiit. Ti :74. ()lnei'se: illegible legend. ixidiute.

draped rind eiiiriiss‘ed busL right. Re\er.‘ ‘: illegible legend. stundiiig l‘einule ligure, probiibl) l‘.i\. let‘t.

 

$1538 tuiistrutilied jib-I. t'onstiintius l iis t'neszir. eoppei zillo} iiiimmm. London mint. .1 St)“ 305. 0b\erse, [.l

('()N.\' l'.r\\t' l l\ 8 son t‘. lziureute itittl euirussed bust. right. Re\ei'se: (il'Xlt) l’()l’\'l.l Rt)\l »\\‘l. (ienius stunding

lelt. no Illllllllltll‘lx.

SI’7‘) tinedie\:il ‘.\"/.tliteli_‘fi lll4.i‘),( onstuiitine l.eoppei';illo_\ III/HIIHII.\. lrierinint. th‘433. 321 313, t)b\ erse: illeg—

ible legend. lzuirezite bust right. Re\erse: l§l:.\l‘.\ 'l R \\J(‘)\'ll.l l'l'c\.\‘. globe on uhur. inintniiu‘L l‘ l l{\,/,

st‘oo ttliistriitilied (7/5). ('oiistuns. eopper ulloy iiii/iimiix. lrier niint. RIL‘ NS or 10‘). 34" 34K. (lb\erse: l) V

(‘t ):\S [ANS l‘ l‘ :\\'(i. dizideined. druped zuid euii'iis’sed btist. right. Re\ei'se: \'lt' I‘DRI \l: DD \\'(i(iQ \\'. too

\'ietoi'ies liieiitg ezieli other. mlltlmill'lx 1‘ [RP

81565 tunstrulilied 6/3). llenr_\ lll. eiit liirthing. illegible inint. llfl lZHI. t)b\erse'

bust l{e\erse: l...|l l'.\ll..,|. tiuui‘tei' ol‘ long \oided eross. nithin three pellets. .\lone} er. probably \Villeni oti

 
.. lSl{l‘|...l_ inner part oil‘zieing

 

(‘uiitei'ui‘y elus. \

SI’OX tuiistixititied (71-1). liLl\\;ll'tl I ll. l‘i‘ugiiieiitzir} sil\ er llirthing. l oiidon iiiiiit. i\orth HHS. i. 1301 l.‘\ltt. Olnei'se:

l'l)\\‘.\l{l)\'$ Rl'X. liieiiig bust. l{e\ er. :('l\'l'l'.\.\‘ l.t)1\l)()\. long eross \\ith three pellets in eneh quarter.

SI’M (post-iiieilie\;il Mil diteh ~5). (‘hzirles |. sil\ er hulleroon. lt)\\Cl'mllil.NUl'llt:2l-lrl11lllttlIllttl‘lxdl‘lllll‘g‘lk‘lllL‘ll'L‘lC.

1041 [04}. ()l)\CI\‘CI t‘.\l{()l VS l) (i l\l.\ti BRI FR \ l 'l' llll? Rl‘X. long on lltH’sCl‘llL‘lx. let't. Re\erse: (‘llRlS’l'U

.\\',\‘l’l(‘l‘ Rl tiNt). oi'niinieiited shield.

 

/)i‘<'\\ //'///iig\ tl/lt/IIUII\('/ltl./t/t't/Hl/Ullt'll/

 Dress littings reeoi ered ineliide t\\ o brooelies one .\llg‘.li)781\\t)ll (SIN): l-‘ig lo) rind one modern WHO) :1 inedieuil

lk‘llAlll'l'L‘llCt'(Nlbbil. li\ e inedie\;il biieldes t.\'l s 12. I”. 3‘). 43 and SI). :1 inedie\:i| buelxle pin lxl‘iitil. :i possible inedie\;il

buelxleipldte (Sl- 18). mo postiniedieuil biieklestSl s l5 iind 55). n ptmblltetlchll belt inoiiiit tSl X4) and 15 post-inedieuil

buttons. lihiee inedie\ iil sti’upwnds t \‘l5s I l . 31 atlhl .‘i-ll. to o niedie\;il inountstSl‘s .‘x‘r nod 80). ti post—inedie\ :il shoe buelde

t\'| 17)) :iiid :1 pieee ol‘inodei'ii ieneller)‘ \\ei'e Lilso eolleeted.  
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Figiirc In, Early Saxon brooch fragment (SI-‘30). Early Saxon pyramid monnl (SF—ll l and medieval

harness mount (SHOW. Sculc l:|i

ll\‘ll_\L‘lll)lklCLlUlplllClll15I'CDI'CSL‘IllCLll)_\£1l7L>>$ll7lClr0H \gc xiispcnxmn lUUPISlI—l. .\l\ \\l1i1llc-Iung |\nilL‘l1l;idCx ling-

mcnb li'nin [\m coppcr ailln) msnls (SF-18 illlkl 50). :i incdicnll lend :Ind crrnmiy pol-rcpnir plug lSl‘XhL .in unilincd lL‘ilKl

[mi Incndcr ISl'Ll). hm lcnd \\Clglll.\ lSl-‘x I} and 85). :1 lllCLllCHll Ul me-nicdicull cupper-nllm IL‘rriIlc ($1744! and ii

[Mkl’nlL‘kllLWLll l‘urnilin'c linndlc. \\'hiiilc-1nngI l\lll\C,\ linw lvccn l'nilndnn Sllkhils curl} L|\ll1C 71h ccnlni’} and in Middlwl lllL‘

SLIM)“ LlllLl mcdim 21| Cnntcxls 'l'licir lungcx |l_\ llils lwucn discusscd h} ngcrx i 1003. l175l. l‘\\ n ul‘Ilic ( irzingc lun’m cunn-

plm iirc Earl} SAIVUH lSlw (ll Lllhllfllllll‘cCHlklllC(llC\'1lllSl‘i>(>(l.Tl illlil W) LlllLl «inc lids :1 lwmzid dnlc mngy ISI N l: l':ll'l)

Szlwn-incdicull ),

SF30 lllllStI‘ilIlllL‘Ll IVA l"l‘:'. lfili Brooch liniglncnt \\ ill] bended ducm'nliun and construction lin'lllllxfilllgl pin. (\lll century

.\n ulinuxi idcnlicul lmmcli \\ 11.x collccicd li’nm 3'11ch 35‘) at Mailiingllmrpc l'iin'l) Snwn ('cmclcry l< new u/ L//.

l‘)K7,_

SFGI llill 53V. liirl} Snwn $1513 53‘), li'un knife. hlndc \\'Illl \\liilllc—I;ing. lmck lin’ni (‘l Illillim ll]}1( )ilziun} lWll léludc

hurl xii’nigliL um ing dim n to tip: culling edge .xhullim clungnlcd S-slmpc. l'hc Inn}; l\ scl ccnlrnl in the lwlndc. \\ Ill]

Llll Irirgiilur >llUlllthl‘ in lllC buck ~|iglill§ uni ul'linc \\il|1 lhc beginning 0] ilic Clllllll‘g edge. lcngili l31nini:l1|;nlc

lcnglli Mnnn: izing 45mm

H562 (Till FT l'url)’ 51min Sl'H 5‘4). lrun knilL‘ lwlndc \\‘lll1\\llllllC—l‘.lllg. lmcl Min ('1 (l'ulliminu (Minn) 1003!.

Slllilllclfilllkl \\i1h whilllc lung hmkcn nl‘lxnl end. lml UlllCl\\l\L‘ \llllk‘ 41> Sl'hl l;ll)0\ c). l vnglli ll),‘\Inin: Nude Icnglli

63mm: Ming 4(lmm

SH“ lLIlell'Llllllel Hill/i. lmn knilb hlndc. lmclx lin‘m ('l (liillnning (lllzmai) I‘NZ) lenlc llLlCl\ xirnigln. cum in}; dimn

lU\\ill'Ll\ musing lip; culling cdgc \llllllU\\ clungntcd S-slinpc, l'lic lung l\ sci cunirnl In lliu lrlinlc‘ \\ llll nn irrcgnlzir
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shoulder to the back slightly out ofline with the beginning oftlie ctittiiig edge. Length incomplete 128mm: blade

length incomplete 801nm: tang 48mm. Early Saxon-medieval.

I/urxc fillings (l/lt/ \t‘t‘u/mllx

:\ medie\al copper alloy harness mount (SI-'1 ()0; Fig. 1(1) and four undated horseshoes (SFs 1. 1. (N4 and 66) make up the

horse equipment assemblage. Weapons are represented an Early Saxon pyramid mount (SF-11: Fig. 1(i): this would hay e

been attached to a strap that held a sword in a seabhard. Perhaps the most famous parallels for this object are the tw o bejews

elled gold pyramidal mounts from the cemetery at Sutton l'loo ( Bruce—Mitford 1978. Z and 300: Can er 1998. 126), Others

from Suffolk include two from ('oddeiihani. one from ’1‘tiddenliam St Mary and one from Barliam (\\'est 1998. 7. 12 and

ltltl). .»\ few examples are known from Norfolk and include pieces from Quidenhaiii (HER 3033(1). Field Dalliiig (HER

31558)andNarlord(111:'R 32309).

SF-ll (uiisti'atified .i’lN: Fig, 1(7). lfiarly Saxon copper alloy pyramid mount. It has a truncated top (which is slightly

damaged). the reverse is hollow with a cross bar for attachment. The recessed faces of the four sides are very

slightly pitted and the truncated top has four recessed dots perhaps to form a key for the ( missing) inlay of‘.’enaniel.

17mm x 1(iinm square.

SFHIU (unstratitied 51)]; 1-‘ig. lo). Medieval copper alloy harness mount. (iilded. lozenge»shaped mount decorated with

punched circles and domed boss in centre and four knobs around the edge; two ri\ets, Probably 13th century (S.

Ashley. perv (viii/11.).

l)i'vt'i/s.(i'wi

The majority ofihc metal objects w ere recov cred from iiiistratified contexts. This part ofthe assemblage provides useful

information about activ ity on the site between the Iron Age and the medie\ a1 period. _.\ number ot‘tlie objects are important

as they can be compared w ith similar examples fotiiid elsewhere (sticli as the Early Saxon brooch and the medieval harness

inotint). The Tiarly Saxon pyramid mount is of particular significance because few objects ofits type have been found in

Norfolk to date.

()ftlie twenty-five items collected from features. seven provided useful dating evidence for the features and only one

was clearly residual. The two liarly Saxon whittle-tang kiii\es from liarly Saxon features are an important addition to the

corpus of these objects.

Metalworking debris

by Lucy Talbot (Hit, \111 l-‘ryer

'l'wenty-sev eii fragments of metalw orking debris \\ eighing 2.232kg were hand~collecied, .*\1111011g111110m‘djt‘l‘lt} oftlte

material is tiiidiagiiost ic se\ eral pieces show evidence of\ itrified hearth or furnace lining. and hamiiiei‘scale is present.

 

Material of liarly Saxon date weii'hing (1.245kg was recovered by hand from Period 1\' pit 51/. conf ing of

uiidiagiiostic slag. conglomerate and \ it itied hearth lining. Ferrous globules. hammer»scale and \ itrified material were

i'ecoy cred from a sample, lliidiagiiostie slag was also found in 51:11 TV). Material from medieval gully 404 consists of

tiiidiagiiostic slag and conglomerate, Most ofthe assemblage. weighing 3.105kg. was recovered from a post—medieuil

pit (N5 ‘) w liieh contained a tuyere. uiidiagiiostic slag and \ itrified lteartli lining, .>\ piece ofiiiidiagiiostic slag was reeov -

cred during iiietal-dcteeting oftlic subsoil.

Although the assemblage is small. the tiiycre and vitrified material reco\ ei'ed from pits 5/] and NJ" suggest that

light metalworking possibly siiiithiiig was taking place either on or around the site dtiring the Farly Saxon and

post-iiiedieval periods. The material from other contexts may be redcposited, Despite its small si/e. the Iiarly Saxon

assemblage is important because smitliing assemblages oftltis date are not common (McDonnell 198‘). 3737 5). The two

piihlislied examples from Norfolk come from Spoiig Hill and \Vitton (Rickctt 1905. (\‘Z -l: Lawson 1°83. 53). with

further material known from Brandon Road. Thctford(111{R 37158). The two published collections are broadly compa»

i‘ablc to that from (irange 1’arm in that they are also small and contain slag. w ith that from \\'ittoii including hearth lining

as well.

lt‘aunal remains

/7)' Julie ('ui‘l

.\ total of—Ht) pieces of liiiiiial remains. weighing 3.723kg. \\ as reco\ ered. 1’oiir species w ere identified (cattle. sheep. eqtiid

and pig). all ofwhicli were probably domesticated animals. The majority of bone is in fairly poor condition, Surfaces are

eroded. due to acidic soil conditions. and there has been differentially better preservation of teeth.

Bone was recovered principally from [ills of Sl’lis. pits and ditches. :\ total of ()‘HSkg of bone was retriey ed from

deposits within the Period l\' Sl’Bs. The most frequent species is cattle. with mature adtilt and \ cry yoiiiigjuveiiile and  
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butchered e\amples present. Other pieces incltide a chopped leg bone from a sheep. a chopped pro\inial plialange

belonging to large pony or small horse and fragments of butchered large mammal bone that could not be identified to

species The remains frotn Sl-‘Bs are more fragmentary than from other conte\t types. with much ofthe bone showing

\ ar_\ mg degrees of burning.

.\ll ofthe bone probably caine from domestic butchering and food \\ aste. The presence ofa butchered equine foot bone

in 8H3 7% is unusual as equids \\ ere not often butchered for food use. it is possible that the animal had been .slxinned atid

that the phalange had remained with the skin fora time; it is also possible that the animal had been eaten when stipplies of

other meat \\ ere low. The frequent remains ofburnt bone in the SFB conte\ts could be simply the burnt remains offood. but

it may be that the bones were actuall) being used as ftiel for the fires in the buildings Bone is know it to ha\e been used for

fuel arid reasonably fresh bones burn \ery well. largely dtte to their high fat content.

Other finds

In Lucy Talbot. .lulia lltiddle and [);t\ id Robertson

Thirty -three pieces ofceramic building material weighing 1.07 1 kg were collected. and consist of Roman. post»medie\ al

and modern pieces. They came from ‘FRoinan. Saxon and post—met'lieyal contexts. and from the ploughsoil (25 piecesi.

Forty-six fragments oflaya quern were reeo\ ered from Sl-‘Bs {ill} and (’37) and from medie\ al and post—inedie\ al pits aitd

ditches. \\ itli si\ also collected from the ploughsoil, Thirty itwo unstralified fragments ofbtn'nt stone may represent part ofa

quern.

Environmental evidence

In \"al Fr) er

Fourteen samples were collected for the e\traction o fplant macro fossils. Plant remains. all oftheni presen ed by charring.

sur\ i\ ed at \arying densities. Preseryation was moderate to good although a proportion ofthe cereal grains had become

puffed and distorted during charring. Modern contaminants including fibrous roots and seeds frttits were present at a low

density in all samples.

RUN/IA

(‘ereal grains chaff \\ ere noted in samples from Early Sawn Sl'Bs Nil 74A: ‘s‘n atid ill/7‘ l.arl_\ Sa\on pits .‘l/ and 7m.

l]lt.‘dlC\ al pit NM and oi en 96/), Oat t. li't’lld sp. l. barley (Hurt/emit sp.). rye (Saw/v atrial/c) and \\ lieat ( li‘i/iciim sp. ) grains

were recorded. with barley being predominant. With the exception of barley rye type racliis nodes. cliaffelements were

rare. bttt cereal sprouts and detached embryos were noted in SFB oil}. inedieial pit (it/X and ot en Win.

Seeds fruits of common weed species were present in se\ en samples and were common in o\ en WM, Segetal ta\'a

predominanted. including fat hen (('/ie/z<I/mt/iti/ii til/innit. black bitidweed l/‘il/frl/litl tr)/I\'(I/\‘l!/11\l. dock (It‘ll/Her Sp).

s‘lteens sorrel tli’. Lice/(o‘cl/u) and corn spttrrey tS/ic/jgulu uric/Luv). \‘i'etland plant macrolossils. including sedge t( 'urm

sp.) and spike—rush [Elem/unis sp.) ntitlets. were only present at a \ery low density in 81:13 TV). lla/el (( 'n/‘r/i/s tll't'l/tllltl)

nutshell fragments \\ ere common in Late Neolitliie—lzarly Bron/e .\ge pits 50‘) and N)! and \\ ere present in Slilis (it/F and

TV) Other tree slinib maerofossils included elderbert‘y (Salli/111cm Hie/ti) seeds and a single bramble (It’ll/ills sect,

(T/LI/IL/l/l/H’HYI pip.

Charcoal fragments were common or abundant throughout. ()ther plant macrolossils included pieces ofcharred root.

rhilome or stem and indeterminate buds. seeds and thorns. l’ossible small fragments of heather lltrieaceae) stem were

recoyered from SFB 74‘}. Early Saxon pit "'06 and medie\al pit (MN. and a single fragment of bracken tl’Icrii/uuu

tlt/lll/l/llllll) piiintile was present in o\ en Wm.

 
The fragments ofblaclx porous ‘coltey‘ material and black ta y material present in late \leolithieil-arly Bron/e \ge

pit MW and SliBs‘ 5/5 and 53/ are probably residues ofthe combustion oforganic materials. including cereal grains. at \ery

high temperatures. Small bone fragments. including btiriit specimens. were sometimes abundant in the Saxon pit assem-

blages. the men fill and all btit one ofthe samples from the Sl‘lis. 'fhe fragments ofburnt or fired clay may be deri\ ed from

hearth material.

/)[\L tmm/i

The assemblages from the fills ofthe three pits containing Late Neolithic lzarly Bron/e r\ge pottery \\ erc small. (‘har-

coal and hazel nutshell fragments predominated. although a single eldcrberry seed catne from pit Mil. .\lthoug|i there is

insufficient material for a full interpretation ofthe features. the niacrotossils suggest that wild foods were an important

part ofthe contemporary diet.

.\ltliottgli four ofthe se\ en samples taken from the fills ofsi\ Sflls could not be analysed. the assemblages fioin Sl’lls

OIL". NM and "iY/iare broadly similar in composition and may possibly hayea common source. forevunpledomestic refuse.

The cereal grains and bone fragments may be deri\ed from food preparation waste. although the bone fragments are gener-
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ally \ery small and may be indicali\e ofthe crushing ofbones for industrial processes. Some fuel residues may also be

present. Although the assemblage from 1‘arly Sa\on pit 7%: is Very smalk it appears similar to the assemblages from the

Sl’lfis. containing both cereal grams and bone fragments.

lhe sample from o\ en 96/) is almost certainly deri\ ed from a bttrnt deposit of cereal processing and or storage

waste, It is possibly significant that seyeral ofthe weed seeds for eyample. corn cockle I_;lgrm/emmu gir/mgnt.

brome l/fl’tlllllh sp. ). black bindw eed. corn gromw e11 tI,I'I/ms/n'rinmn marine) and wild radish lRu/t/ltlltll,\

rtl/i/Iu/n'yI/‘ilmJ are ofsintilar si/e to the grains. Othersccds. including fat hen and corn spurrey (.SyiergH/tt irritants ).

may originally ha\e been present as intact seed heads. \\'hi1e much of the chaff would ha\e been remo\ ed by

w innowing. these larger elements cottld only ha\ e been separated from the grains by hand picking at an adutnced

stage during processing. The sprouted grains may represent cereals that germinated accidentally due to inamwropriate

storage conditions. 1 he cotnbined refuse of w eed seeds and spoiled grams may ha\ e subsequently been used as fuel

for the o\ en in which the) were found. The presence ofshecp’s sorrel and corn spurrey seeds \\ ithin the assemblage

may indicate that some cereals \\ ere being' grown on light acid sand soils. .\lthough there are similarities betw cen the

l-arly Sayon assemblages and the sample from the o\ en tsecn‘ for c\ample. in the predominance ofbarley and the pres-

ence ofburnt bone). there is insufficient to pro\ e that the o\ en is of1.ar|_\ Sayon date. Plan relationships suggest that a

medic\a| date is more probable.

Discussion and conclusions

It is probable that the site has seen agricultural use. if not continuously. eyer since the Roman

period. ;\ consequence ofthis is that many ofthe obseryed archaeological features and deposits

had been truncated by ploughing. with their original depths and profiles not sury iying. This places

many restrictions on interpretation. particularly ofthe prehistoric pits and the Early Saxon SFBs.

Period 1: LLIIL’I' .Vco/i/lzit' liar/r Bronze glge (lent/it

The earliest identifiable use ofthe site was by people using Beaker pottery. Three different types of

occupation eyidence were found containing these ceramics: a pit group. an isolated pit and a

collection of gullies and post—holes. The pottery dates the pits reasonably firmly. whereas the

limited number ofsherds from the gullies and post—holes makes their assignment to this period

tentati\e.

\"ery few occupation features dating to the 2nd and 3rd millennia BL' haye been fottnd in

Breckland. and the diseoyeries at Grange 13arm are important. In liast Anglia in general. features of

this kind are found only in e\ceptiona1 circumstances (:\shwin 199613.513: Brown and Murphy

1997. 1—1: Sussams 1996. 55 ()5): when they are pit groups and isolated pits are typical ofthe

eyidence discoyered. For example. pit groups broadly comparable to that at (irange 15at‘m haye

been recorded in liast Anglia at \\'itton t1.a\\ son 1981 13 291. \Vest Row lien.1\1i1denha1| (Martin

and Murphy 1988). llunstanton t 1 lcaly e/ (1/. 1993). LonghamvBittering ( \Vymer and Healy 1996:

Ashwin 1998; .'\shwin 3001 )1 (iorleston (Timms and ;\shwin 1999). duringthe Norwich Southern

Bypass project (Ashwin and Bates 200(1) and at Bowthorpe (Perciyal 20113). Some apparently

isolated features at these sites may once hay e been members ofgroups that had seen heayy plough

destruction

Matty 1.ater Neolithic liarly Bron/e Age pits hayc been interpreted as domestic features. one

oftheir functions being waste disposal. It has also been sugoested that some may also represent

7 o: .r\shwin 1998 301. Recent work

3

§

ritual or ceremonial actiy ity ( lorexample llealy cl 11/. 1993. ,_

on the Neolithic and Bronze Age tug Barrett 199-1) has demonstrated that domestic and ritual

acti\ ities need not ha\ e been mutually exclusiy e but may in fact ha\ e been inseparable strands of

life. The presence of fresh and unabradcd Beaker sherds in two of the pits raises this issue

regarding (irange 1-‘arm. Pottery. flint flakes and a sharpening stone may haye been deliberately
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placed \\ ith a specific ptupose in mind. rather than casually discarded as rubbish. but there was no

direct evidence for the careful arrangement ofthe finds within the features.

.\lost Later NeolithiceEarly Bronze Age occupation evidence from Breckland and from

East Anglia more generally comes from surface and ploughsoil artefact spreads. Breckland

itselfhas some ofthe highest densities of flint scatters in the region (Sussams 1996. 57). It has

been suggested that these most commonly originate from the surface disposal of waste (Healy

1995. 176. :\sh\\ in 1996b. 52: Ashwin 2001 ). As no formal fieldwalking was conducted prior

to evaluation and excavation at Grange Farm there is no direct evidence for surface artefact

spreads at the site. However. some ofthe 48 pieces ofworkcd flint (of Late Neolithicelron Age

date) collected from the overburden may have been deposited in such a way. as may the

abraded sherds from features. However. since no Beaker sherds 7.- which are relatively durable

and distinctive items (Ashwin 2001) 7 were collected from the ploughsoilisubsoil there is

some doubt about this.

Pollen evidence from Hockham Mere suggests that during the Earlier Neolithic period. from

c. 3800 BC onwards. there was widespread woodland clearance in Breckland. probably as a

consequence ofa reliance on stock—grazing rather than cultivation. It has been suggested that. as

a result. Breckland would have characterised by open. dry and sandy environments broken by

rivers and isolated meres (Sussams 1996. xi and 55). In such a landscape. water sources were

probably foci for activity and occupation, and the activity at Grange Farm should be view ed in

this context. Ashby Mere to the south would have acted as a focal point. with the bend ofthe

River Thet and the source ofits Swangey tributary close by also influencing site selection. The

presence of sandy free-draining soils and of some ofthe highest land in the vicinity may also

have played a part. At Overa Heath. Quidenham. c. 2km south ofGrange Farm. Beaker pottery

and a burnt mound have been found beside a series of natural shallow water lillcd pools which

appear to have been artificially embanked (Bam ford 1982. 38).

The apparent sparsity of Later NeolithiceEarly Bronze Age features at Grange Farm suggests

that the occupation they represent was intermittent. cyclical and/or seasonal. It is even possible that

site was used intermittently by people who also visited Overa Heath. and who grazed stock and

collected wild foods. lfGallows Hill (HER 9157) were a Bronze Age barrow. it is also possible that

the people who were involved in its construction may have visited both Grange Farm and ()vera

Heath.

lfthe gullies and post-holes do indeed date to the Later Neolithic Early Bron/c Age. they are

ofinterest. Only a few comparable examples are known to date from East Anglia: they include a

possible drainage gully from Hoekwold (Bamford 1982. 9 12). land division boundaries at Sutton

1100 (Brown and Murphy 1997; Hummler 1993. 203) and possibly gullies at Little Plumstcad

(Trimble 2003). The Grange Farm examples could represent drainage and/or land division. but

were not well enough preserved for further comment.

Period II: Mid Lute Iron Age

Isolated pits and pit groups are commonly found on Iron Age sites in Northern East Anglia that

ha\e seen excavation (Davies 1996; Sussams 1996. ()8). Examples ofMid—Late Iron Age date ha\c

been recorded in Breckland at Lynford. 'l‘hetford, Quidenham and Shropham (Birks 2000; Birks

2001b: Birks forthcoming: Birks and Robeitson forthcoming; Da\ics 1993; Whitmore 2002).

Other examples from Norfolk have been found at Methwold. Fincham. Spong llill. Sillield and

Longham—Bittering. and during the Norwich Southern Bypass project (Ashwin 1996a; Ashwin
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and Bates 20(11): AshVV‘in and lilitcro1t 1999; Pei‘ciVal 1995.1{iclLett 1995. 5 12 and 147751:

SilV'estei‘ and NorthoVer 1991 ).

Iron Age pits W lilLe Neolithic and Bron/e Age ones 1711aV e been linked \\'11l1 both domestic

andiitu111 actiV ities( cg [)11V ies 10% Hill 1905 1. At least three L111tl1e (it‘ange Farm pits contained

much burnt flint and c111ticoal alongside potterV. suggesting the presence o1 domestic retusL‘. Vet

care. deliberation and LetemonV maV1 haVL been111V01lVed111 the 111111111tion L11lthese deposits 11111

The tact that 1111 439 VVas prL1bL1blV lc1topen1111‘11conside1L1ble petiodoltinne maV be L11 interest 111

this regard.

VV hile the pits might represent 11 settlement sitL‘t.his seems unlilLelV giVen the 11m Lle11sitVL11

t‘e'Lttures and theii VV ides piead distribution. Pit di1gging 111aV oan haVe talLen place oeeasionallV

and’or seasonallV( DaVies 199(1 (18) Furthermore. no lron Age structural 1e111ures VV'ere 1ound.

although some might VVell 1111Ve been lost to ploughing The Grange Farm eV'iLlence contrasts

VV i111 that lront the recenth excaVatL‘d settlement at 111111eVpots01L1VLl pit. Shropham.3511111111

the north— VVL‘st VV hL1L ditched enclosures ditches. a 11L1L1LVV L1V tVVo roundhouses. at least eight

tour—post structures and numerous pits VVcre lound1 111.11 .1(1_11\:\\'1111111111‘e 2002 ). 11 is possible

that people liVing at Shropham 11eL1uented the site 111 Grange 151111n1 11 is also possible the Roman

tarmstL‘Ltd hinted at bV L\LL1VL111ons at Quidenham 111L1_V haVe had L1111 ion Age predecessor (HER

3577021511leL 1(11; BirlL‘sZ ((13; BiilLs forthcoming).

As in earlier periods. and in accordance VV ith the recorded distribution o1BreclLl-L1nd 11‘on .—\ge

arte111c1 scatters. the VVater sources o1Asth Mere and the RiVer Thet and its tributarV VV ere prob—

ablV o1 lLeV significance, 11 pastoral 1111'111ing VV'as important the mere might haV'e been a

conVL‘nicnt VV‘atL‘r—hole. \\11l1 the pits dug during Visits to it.

As oan 11 short stretch o1the curV‘ing ditch (40/) tentatiV'elV assigned to the 11011 1\ge was

seen. its 111nction is 1111 1111111 cleai 1111111V haVe been a liaL'ment 01 a 11eldloi enclostne boundaiV.

as recorded during recent e\c11V11tiL1ns at 511111111111111 (\\ hitmo1‘_e7 ((1((:)3) alternatiVelV.peihaps11

1‘111escttLe1partol111111g—ditch \.11111‘L1n \ge ting—L—litch L\LL1VL1tLd11t)il llinghamt Hobbs 2001

3 5. 7).11g. _) and 111111 others at Shtopht1111 (\\ hitmoie _(l( 9 )thVe been inteipteted as

possillL‘baiioVVditches

Per/(1d l/I.‘ ROI/11m

lhe putatchLRoman lield sV stem seems to indicate a mote 1111111111 diVision o1 the landscape th111

L111V seen beloie and also 11Lh1111ge1n land—use. perhaps trom L1LLas1onLtl Visits and pastoral actiV itV

in thel,ate Iron Age to arable tanning 111 the Roman period. PossiblV the_V eVie dug and maintained

by people \\‘l10 liVed 111 the larmstead located to the north-east (HER .577(.'BirILs 2(1 (11 :BirlLs

20112; BirlLs 1111‘tl1coi11ing). Pottei‘V 111111111 VV'ithin 1\\'0 o1 the ditches suggest theV VV ere inlilled

between the late 1st and -1th centuries. Whether or not theV VV ere all disused b_V the end o1the

Roman period 111 least one surV l\'C(l in part. or was 11111th marked 11V another landscape 1eature.

enabling it to be re—cut during the medieVal period.

I’L‘I'lml ll I/IL‘ [fur/1‘ $11.11)“ .\'L’///(’lllL’/ll

SeV'en SliBs and six pits comprised the 1311er Saxon settlement eV idenee, .\1o associated post~hole

structures \VL‘l'L‘ identified The leatures VV'et‘c located in tVV'o discrete areas. one in the north—VV est

and one in the central south—cast. :'\s a 111111111erVV'e1‘e identilied close to the edges o1the site. more

111aV surV'iV'e l1eVonLl its limits.
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Sl-‘Bs and pits 1111\ e been excavated at a number ofother Early Saxon settlements in Norfolk.

These include e\amples at Aldeby. Bowthorpe. Broome. Spong Hill. Thet ford and Witton. The

number ofSl-‘Bs fotiiid during indi\ idual exea\ atioiis iii Norfolk ranges from one at Broome to at

least thirteen at Brandon Road Thetford (Andrew's 1995.11721; Dallas 1993: Lawson 1983.

51) 8: Rickett 1995. 5078: l\ol1e1tsoii_‘(001. Tiimble 20019710: Triinblc 2004: Trimble forth—

coming). In comparison se\enty were found at West Stow. Suffolk (West 1985. 10753). though

neither this site nor the Norfolk settlements haVe been fully excavated.

Although each ofthe (jrange Farm Sl-‘Bs was different in terms of shape. size and plan. the

se\ en can be di\'ided into two broad types on the basis ofthe arrangement of post—holes (Fig. 11)).

The first type includes the SFBs with a post—hole at the centre ofeacli ofthe shorter sides (5/5. 5 74.

I101and 1\ 5(1\\11l1pt1.\‘1-pads) and\ ariatioiis on this (square—shaped 537 and 78/1 with llVC additional

inteinal post—holes). The second type includes only SFB 748111111 features four irregularly placed

post—holes. 111 his work on the SFBs at West Stow. West undertook similar analysis: the Grange

Farm two-post type corresponds with West‘s Type A. and the four-post SFB his Type C. The

Grange Farm Type A examples fall within the upper halfofthe length range ofthe corresponding

ones at West Stow (2.775.5m). Out ofthe se\enty SFBs recorded at West Stow only one was of

Type C; it was ofsimilar size to that at Grange Farm (-1111 x 3.1111) and also had irregularly placed

post~holes (West 1985. 2—1 and 113715).

Fch ofthe SFBs( 51..5 57-1. 7411’. 7M1 and 33(1) contained a single fill. 111 at least two cases the

same fill was also foundin the post—holes suggesting that the superstructure o fthe building was

dismantled and 1emo\ed befoie the leatuie was inlilled This also seemed to be the ease with S1 13

.\(1_ where the upper paits of two posts were broken off before it was filled up. These pieces of

eVidence. along with the presence ofat least some domestic refuse in all ofthe f1\ e. suggest delib—

erate backlilling. Many ofthe SFBs at West Stow had twotfills: West interpreted the upper fills as

post—abandonment deposits and suggested that the lowc1 lills accumulated duiing the Lise of the

building (West 1985. 117731). These explanations piobably apply to the 111pc1 and lower lills

respectiyely within SFB (103 at Orange l-‘arm. At least the lower two fills within SFB 527 were

probable accumulations. whereas the upper deposit was a deliberate backfill after disuse. The

two—phase filling of SFBs at West Stow was taken as ex idence along with the absence of pit

linings. untrampled bases ofpits and 11 lack ofslumping7~ for plaiikcd floors' at the le\'el ofthe top

ofthe pitt West 1985. 11 (1711). As some oi all of these factots apply to the (liange Faim examples.

the} too ma\ 1111\e originally had 11iiscd floors At both West Stow 11nd at Bishee BarnabeeWay.

Bowthoipe (West 1985. 11(1718;Ttimble1. (10—1) heaith material was foundin contexts suggesting

that the) sat on raised lloors. No evidence for hearths was found at Grange Farm.

l—‘our ofthe six pits contained domestic refuse similar to that from the SFBs. This. combined

with the fact that they w ere located away from the S1913s. implies that their primary function was as

rubbish pits. The finds from pit 5/l liowcyer. and its location close to two SliBs. indicate a Very

different purpose 7 an assemblage of metalworking debris suggests iron smithing took place on

the site. Although small. this collection is an important one because liarly Saxon iron sinitliiiig

assemblages are not common (1\4cDonnell 1989. 37375). The few examples from Norfolk come

from SFBs at Witton (Lawson 1983. .58). from burials. pits. and SFBs at Spong Hill (Rickett 1995.

82741 and from the Brandon Road settlement at Thet ford (llliR 37158). No e\ridence was found

for the location of a workshop associated with the dump. This would h11\'e probably included a

ground or waist—leyel hearth (Cowgill 2001; Tylecote 1981. 42 75). a feature that would not ha\e

um i\ ed later ploughing.
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The possible suryiyal ofa Roman ditch line. either as a partly open feature or marlted by

another landscape feature. sttggcsts that the settlement may haye been located y\ ithin pre-existing

fields. Tlte settlement as a whole scents to haye been ttnenclosed. \yith no surrounding ditch

obseryed. This fact is emphasised by the presence of possible l;.arly' Saxon enclosures ( Elf and

737) in the north—west. close to the highest point ofthe site. .‘\.\ these features \\ ere located on the

\yestern edge ofthe site. the extent of any enclosures could not be identified. Comparisons with

other sites are difficult. as Early Saxon settlements in East Anglia are rarely associated nith

enclosures.

As it is difficttlt to date the Early Saxon pottery from the site more closely than broadly to the

5th 7th centuries. it is not possible to offer a more refined date for the aetiyity. The concentration

ofthe features into two discrete areas. hoyy ey'er. suggests that occupation could hay e had shifted

oy'ertinte or that there may hay'e been more than one phase ofactiy ity. The location ofthe features

containing Early Saxon \\ hittle—tang ltniy es (which may hay e appeared in the 7th century: Rogers

1093. 1275) and the presence ofgrass—tempered pottery (which may date to the (ith 7th century at

Erisyyell. Suffolk: S. ."\nderson ppm. comm.) tnay support suggestions that settlement shift or

discrete actiy ity phases are represented These finds new discoy cred in three features. all clustered

together in the south—eastern part ofthe excayated area: the luiiyes were found in Sl7Bs 5'3— and

5 74. yy hilst the grass—tempered pottery \\ as discoy'ered in SEE 5 '4 and pit 5/ /. Perhaps sotne ofthe

Early Saxon actiyity here was ‘later” than that to the north-\y est. but this remains ttncertain. The

fact that the ly'niycs were found in SEB> close to the metal“ orlting pit and therefore could be pieces

discarded by a metaln'orlx'er. and the possibility that the tyy o ‘areas' of actiy ity could represent

social (cg. family) or functional (agricttltural or industrial) di\ isions. botlt argtte for caution in

assuming that the spatial di\‘ision is necessarily a chronological one. The absence of.\liddle Saxon

lpsyyich yy'ares‘. hoyy ey er. first produced in the 720s ( D. (iurney'pcrx com/11.. (3/. .lennings 108 1. [3).

does suggest that the Early Saxon occupation at (irange l’arnt had ceased by that time.

."\s in earlier periods. the location's proximity to water. the light soils and the site‘s prominent

position would all haye made the site attractiye dttring the liarly Saxon period. The continuing

importance ofyy'ater supply in the Breckland region in this period is shon n by the tnanner in \\ hich

settlement sites appear concentrated in riy er \alleys (Sussanis 10%). The immediate settlement

context ofthe Snetterton site at this time is unclear. although liarly Saxon pottery has been collected

from a site to the east ofthe site (llliR 20058). The nearest lutoyy n cemeteries are at lslenninghall.

Shropham (an uncertain location) and Roclylands ((‘larlx'e I‘l-lfl. 323 4 and 23‘); Penn Ztltltl).

Per/ml l' I'll: IIIL’t/ft’l'll/ and/m.s'/»/tzt't/ici't// lam/arse

The possible sury i\ al ofa probable Roman boundary and the cutting ofat least one ditch in the late

Saxon period suggest that the earliest mediey al field system \\ as not imposed on an entirely open

landscape. The alignment of fourteen ditches parallel to the probable Roman boundary implies

that the new ditches. to sortie extent. reflected former land di\ isions. Nonetheless. the digging of

sixteen boundaries across the site does symbolise systematic re—planning ofthe local area. The

re—ctttting ofsome ofthe ditches in slightly different locations. followed by major re-instatentent

ofthe associated boundaries. indicates that the field system remained significant throughout the

medieyal period.

The manner in which field boundaries clustered in the centre ofthe excay'ated area. \y ith none

identified in the north—yyesterntnost and southern parts might reflect feature sury iyal but could

haye other significance. l)a\'ison has suggested that an infield—outfield system ofagricultttre could

hate been practised in the Snetterton area (Day tson 1073. 350). lfso. the area ofthe field sy stem  
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may haV e formed the ‘1111'1eld‘. VV ith the areas beyond the ‘outtield'. AlternatiV'ely. the clustering of

the medieV al field boundaries may signify that an open field system was used Williamson ( 1993.

1—343) has noted how restricted areas of arable land are typical ofthis form of organisation.

Ditch 3.". located within or to the south ofthe lield system appeat‘ed to be part ofan enclosure

and may 111V been associated VV' ith the waterlogged leatuies' lound during the eV11luation. SeVeial

medieV 1111111lustrial ptocesses. includin):v dying andtullino. tanning and 1etting( Blair and Ramsey

10011295 9. 330 7; Greig 1988. 12 ).1cqui1‘ed access to VV 11111 The leatuies might haVe been

deliberately dug asreserV'oirs. as elseVVhete in l\otfolk at (01pusty Saxtholpe and Repps with

BastVV ick (Bates‘( )3) .The two unusual features lined with cobbles and the men to the north of

the enclosure may buye been associated with cereal processing and stor.age

Day1son s suggestion that the V111 ol Ashby was locatedin an 111ea to the north ol Ashby Mere

(DaVison 1073. 34043)iinplies that the fields. VVateilogged pits and possible ceteal processing

features encountered VVe1e associated with the settlement AsnomedieVal stiuctui111eVide11ce was

found. it is unlikely that the Village itselfwas located within the excaVation area but the settlement

may haVe been sited close by. pethaps di1ectly adi acent to Ashby Mete 11nd close to the site of a

well discoVeredin 1070 (HER 9167). The collection of oVc1 200 unstIatiltcd she1ds ol medieVal

pottery may represent a spread which formed around the settlement site.

The tVV o post-111cdieV'al lield boundary ditches VV ei‘e on similar north-east to south~west align-

ments to the medieV'al ones. but in different locations. Three similarly aligned trackVV'ays appear

within the area ofthe site on a map 0131681. along with one at right—angles to them labelled Field

\‘V'ay‘ (DaV'isonl 97a. 344).)Although no eV'idence for these surV'iV ed. the map shows that one of

the north—east to south—west ot'ientated tracks lay between the two excaVated ditches. with

another directly to the west ofthe western ditch. Documentation associated with the map indi»

catesthe land castofthe eastet‘mnost ti'ack had been enclosed by 1681 (DaV'isonl 973 344). The

cutting ofthe two boundaries may haV'e been associated with this enclosure process. Although it

is uncertain when the post—medieval field system went out ofuse. it had clearly gone by the time

the Ordnance SurVey' 3nd edition map was published in 1905 (Ordnance SurV'ey 1905. 25“

Norfolk Sheets XCAIS and XCV.6). This map shows the present boundaries and none oftheii'

predecessors.
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