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l-‘igure l. ‘Sntithdon llill~ shown in relation to the hundred houndarics ol‘north—n est Norfolk at

Domesday

at the ‘l’our llows‘ in ('arleton Forehoe. while the names ol‘Urimshoe. North (irccnhoe and South

(lrcenhoe also indicate meetings at barrows ( Anderson [934). In \ iew ol‘thist we might suggest that the

sites chosen \\crc \ icncd in terms ol‘thcir antiquity and permanence in the landscape. and ma). haVe

hccn construed as neutral places suitahlc lor the assemhly ol‘the hundred courL  
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Figure 2. The immediate landscape context ol‘ ‘Smithdon llill~

‘Smithdon‘ probably translates as the ‘smooth down~ (Anderson 1934). The ‘hill‘ referred to

may harm been a natural topographical feature although it is more likely. in View ol‘the high inci—

dence ofbarrows found in the area. to haye been a barrow (Lawson at (1/. I98]. I30). Certainly an

ancient barrow would proVide successixe generations with a tangible focal point. in a way that

meeting on the somewhat indeterminate “smooth down‘ would not. Recent research has shown.

moreover. that prehistoric barrows. especially those situated on boundaries. generated c\ceptional

social and ideological meaning: a factor that influenced their re—appropriation within the Late

Anglo—Saxon political landscape (Reynolds 1997).

From this brief discussion two points of particular interest emerge. Firstly. the landscape

context of ‘Smithdon Hill' would seem to support Williamson‘s conjecture that the peripheral

location of some hundred meeting-places may indeed represent the \estiges of a much earlier

system ofterritorial organisation. but one that continued to influence later administratiVe deVelop—

ments (Williamson 1993. l29730). Secondly. the inclusion of‘Sinithdon Hill“ on a map dating to

the mid—17th century confirms the remarkable longevity of many meeting—places as key focal

points in the landscape preserved for generations in the memories of local inhabitants due to

their fundamental assimilation within the named landscape.

October I993
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l \\tsh to thank Tom Williamson for his helpful comments. and Pete Headland ['or draw my. the diagrams.
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AN EARLY ANGLO-SAXON SETTLED’IENT AT BISHEE

BARNABEE WAY, BOVVTHORPE: EXCAVATIONS 2001

by Gary Trimble

wit/z a contribution by Richenda Goflin

Introduction

(figs 1 and 2)

The Norfolk Archaeological Unit (NAU) was commissioned by Persimmon Homes to undertake

an archaeological excayation at the site of a housing dcyeloptnent at Bishy Barnabee \Vay.

Bowthorpc. Norw ich. during May 3001 (HER No 35757: Hg. 1). The excayation w as carried out

within thetermsofa briefissuedbyNorfolk Landscape i~\rchacology and a research design drawn

up by the NAU. The site archiye is currently held by the Norfolk Museums attd Archaeology

Seryice (NMAS ). The work follows on from an c\ alttation employing a walk—oyer sur\ cy and trial

trenching (Fig. 3) undertaken by ."\rchaeological Project Seryices in No\ ember 21100 (Albone

2001 ). Sub—surface cttt features were recorded in Trench 2. Although interpreted as Late Neolithic

features in the cyaluation report. they were shown to be l€arly Anglo—Saxon itt date when full exca-

\ation oftltc site allowed tnore detailed inyestigation. The excayation encotnpassed the footprint

ofthc proposed building in the \ icinity of’french 2 and measured (3351117. The resttlts ofthc e\ altta—

tion. where rcleyant. hayc been incorporated into this publication.

The site w as located on the w estern edge ofNorwich. approximately 5.5km from the city centre

and south ofthc centre of Row thorpe \ illage (TU 178-1 0873 t. The area ofe\cayation was situated

on the eastern edge ofa low hill at an elevation onZm ()D and lay on Very gently sloping ground

falling away to the east. To the west the ground rose \ery gradually to tltc brow ofthc hill before

falling away steeply into the lloodplain ofthc Riyer \are. Soils were coarse and fine loamy soils of

the Bttrlingham l .i\ssociation dcyeloped on boulder clay. gray el and sand. Boulder clay predomi—

nated in the south—eastern part of the area of eycayation. whilst sands attd gray els coyered the

retnainder ofthc site. The underlying geology is chalk with sotne tlint (llodgc cl (1/. 108-1),

\rchacologieal and historical background

tl'tg l)

I’t't'htylttt'it'

Bron/e \ge barrows and ring ditches ha\e been recorded at \arious places on the high ground and slopes along the \are

\allcy \ppt‘o\tntalel_\‘ 3km south of the c\ca\atton atea. possible crop—mark ting-ditches are located near \\atlon Road.  


