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MEDIEVAL ACTIVITY ON THE SITE OF THE FORMER VILLAGE

HALL, LITTLE CRESSINGHAM

/t_i' Ben llobbs and Datid Robertson

A series ot‘pits. a struetural t‘eature. potter} and painted glass ol‘medieVal date \\ ere found during

archaeological in\ estigations on the site ol‘the t‘ornier Village llall_ Little Cressingham (liig. 1:

TI: 872-1 000] ). An eValuation and exeaVation ot‘l‘ooting trenches ( 1 [ER Site 36308) \\ ere carried

out by the Norfolk ;'\rehaeologieal Unit ahead ol‘the construction ol‘ an ol‘liee buildingY by Abel

DeVelopments Ltd.

The site was located in the west 01‘ Little Cressingham \ illage. immediately to the north of

Fairstead Lane and to the east ofthe ehureh of St Andrew. The ehureh is mostly of Elli-century

date with some Norman masonry, It is likely to haVe been established in its present location by the

late llth century. although it is not mentioned in the 1086 Domesday Boole entr) for Little

Cressingham (Brown 108+ 22. 25; (to. 69). Iron Age. Romano—British. Saxon and medie\al
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liigure 1. Location ol‘Site 36308
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\ number ot‘otlter tindated t'eatures were also recorded. iticludtng a small pit (551 and a number ol‘linear l‘eatures and

natural hollows

Discussion

\orl‘olk. and liast Anglia as a whole. has seen l‘ew eycayations within present—day Villages. Most

archaeological work concerning rural settlement has l‘ocused on geographical patterns and land—

scape dey elopment. \\ ith a few excay ations carried otit at deserted \ illages (\Vade 1097. 52 ). In this

context. ey idence l‘or medieyal actiyity ol‘the kind recorded here can represent a useful addition to

existing know ledge.

Although not a great deal is known about the de\elopment ol‘ Little Cressingham \ illagc. at

least the concentrations oi‘mcdieyal pottery hayc been recorded w ithin the parish (Dayison 1994.

{111.1117 0). These lindings suggest a dispersed pattern ol‘settlemcnt. The pottery collected from

four ol‘the li\e pits and from the elongated pit or ditch indicates actiy ity at this site. abutting the

south—east corner ol‘ the present churchyard. between the ltlth and the lttth 17th centuries.

although it was not clear whether or not this was continuous

The pit—like features were probably used for cess and rubbish disposal in the back yards ol‘

properties that limited lTairstead Lane. immediately to the south Although no ey idence was found

for north—to-south property boundaries aligned perpendicular to the road. the clustering ol‘l‘our pits

and the elongated pit or ditch in the western part ol‘the site might suggest that they lay within a

dill‘erent property to the single pit in the east. The east—to—west aligned gtillies and ditch may haye

been property boundaries. They could haye been 01‘ dill‘erent dates. indicating that boundaries

migrated oy er time. although the possibility that they were contemporary can not be ruled out.

The structural feature 33 may haye represented a foundation [or the wall ol‘a building aligned

either at right-angles or parallel to Fairstead Lane. lt‘the building was aligned at right«angles to the

street. then it may hayc represented the back wall, The post—medieyal bottle glass lrom its lill

suggests that the building had been demolished dttring the post-medieval period.

As no grayes were encottntered within the excayation area. it is unlikely that the churchyard

had e\ er eytended as far east as the site, The linding ol‘a possible human skull li‘agment. how eyer.

might indicate re—deposition ol‘earth that had originated within the churchyard.
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