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An archaeological excavation took place at 78 Eden Street, Kingston upon Thames on the site formerly 
occupied by an 18th century Friends’ Meeting House that had been demolished in 2016, and an associated 
burial ground from which the burials had been exhumed. The excavation revealed evidence for a single Saxon 
ditch, as well as medieval ditches and a pit, and the remains of  the post-medieval frontage of  Eden Street. 
A small number of  undated features was also recorded. The watching brief  identified the continuation of  the 
Saxon ditch to the east and a post-medieval well. The watching brief  also uncovered the remains of  seventeen 
Quaker burials which, in line with an agreed mitigation strategy, were either excavated under archaeological 
conditions or exhumed, depending on the date at which they were interred.

Introduction

An archaeological excavation and watching brief  were carried out between April 2016 
and January 2017 at 78 Eden Street, Kingston upon Thames (fig 1; TQ 18179 69232). 
Archaeological mitigation began with excavation because the high potential for archaeological 
remains to be present was already apparent, and also owing to time constraints for the 
construction programme. Following the completion of  the excavation at the end of  May 
2016 the remaining elements of  the site were removed and recorded under watching brief  
conditions. The archive will be deposited at the Museum of  London Archaeological Archive 
(MoLAA) under site code EEN16. 

Background

The site lay to the east of  the river Thames and was level, lying at c 8.50m OD. The 
underlying geology comprises Pleistocene gravel and sand deposits of  the Reading and 
Woolwich Beds that were encountered at a depth of  6.69m OD, and were overlying the 
London Clay Formation (BGS 2017). The area has long been characterised by complex 
braided channels and tributaries of  the Thames, gravel banks and islands with the central 
historic core of  Kingston apparently situated on a gravel island between channels (Andrews 
et al 2003, 7; Cowie & Blackmore 2008, 113). The site lies to the east of  the ‘central Kingston 
Island’ on the lower slopes of  an area of  high ground, and was separated from the central 
Kingston island by an arm of  the Hogsmill river, which later became the medieval Great 
Common Sewer and town ditch (fig 2; Hawkins 1998a, 6). 
 There is limited evidence for earlier prehistoric activity in the Kingston area in the form 
of  finds of  Palaeolithic and Mesolithic flint tools recovered from sites within the town centre. 
Neolithic worked flint has also been found locally, including an axe head in Eden Street 
(Greater London HER ref: MLO4250, TQ 1806 6925) and a flint blade with further residual 
worked flint from 70–76 Eden Street (Miller 1995). Neolithic pottery was recovered from 
Eden Walk (Hawkins 1998a, 8). Other Neolithic and Bronze Age activity in the area includes 
a brushwood platform on the edge of  a palaeochannel at 59a and 59b Clarence Street (CgMs 
2016, 13). A large assemblage of  Bronze Age weaponry was recovered from the Thames at 
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Kingston. Iron Age activity in the area appears to have been focused away from Kingston 
in the Hogsmill valley, towards the Old Malden and Tolworth areas although possible Late 
Iron Age and early Roman activity was excavated at Fairfield West and Orchard Road to the 
north-west of  the site (CgMs 2016). 
 Evidence for Roman activity comes from excavations in and around Eden Street. A site 
north-east of  82 Eden Street (EDE89) identified a silted river channel containing a large 
hoard of  mainly 4th century coins, jewellery and rolled lead strips (Cowie & Blackmore 
2008, 109). 
 Excavations carried out at Eden Walk in 1974–96, 76 Eden Street in 1978, 82 Eden Street 
and 7–17 Lady Booth Road in 1989 have all produced quantities of  chaff-tempered pottery 
dating to between the 5th and 7th centuries AD (Hawkins 1986b, 275–6). The pottery 
recovered from 82 Eden Street and 7–17 Lady Booth Street (Cowie & Blackmore 2008, 108–
9; Site Y) was found in situ, within a truncated pit and a substantial north–south V-shaped 
ditch (Y [1240]) (ibid). Excavations at The Bittoms produced evidence of  a possible sunken-
featured building or grubenhaus dwelling and sherds of  Early or Middle Saxon pottery (ibid, 
109–111; Site Z, building Z1). This evidence suggests that the area surrounding the site was 
occupied by agricultural settlements in the Early to Middle Saxon period. The excavations 
at Eden Walk also identified two Late Saxon or perhaps Saxon/Norman ditches, interpreted 
as land drains. This suggests a continuation of  agricultural activity, at least, in the area of  the 
study site into the late Saxon period (Hawkins 1998a, 10). 
 Hawkins (1998a) summarised the medieval and post-medieval history relating to the 
site from which the account below is drawn. Kingston was mentioned in the Domesday 
Survey of  1086 as a substantial rural settlement in royal ownership, and between c 1086 and  
c 1190 the village evolved into a small town. Heathen Street (now Eden Street) existed at 
least as early as 1315 when it was mentioned in a deed as ‘La Hethenstrate’. There is sparse 
documentary evidence from the first half  of  the 15th century, including the only surviving 
rental of  the Kingston properties of  Merton Priory and which dates from about 1450. This 
shows that two tofts in Eden Street had once been held by ‘Galfridus le potter’ (Geoffrey 
the Potter). Archaeological investigations in 1968, 1977/78, 1989 and 1995 at 70–76 Eden 
Street revealed extensive evidence for pottery kilns of  the late 13th and 14th centuries, 
associated with the Surrey White Ware industry (Miller & Stephenson 1999) and it is known 
that between 1264 and 1266 Kingston supplied Henry III with some 3800 pottery vessels, 
possibly from the Eden Street kiln site. While the Surrey White Ware industry appears to 
have collapsed in the 14th century, Redware kilns were established in the Eden Walk area 
in the 15th century and appear to have survived into the 16th century. The excavations at 
Eden Walk and further west at Union Street produced extensive evidence for late medieval 
and very early post-medieval slaughter yards. Evidence for the processing of  animal by-
products, such as hides and bone, confirm the documentary references to these trades in this 
area. During the 16th century the area appears to have included slaughter yards, tanners 
and skinners, and properties here were largely given over to market gardening and orchards.
 The Quakers appear to have had an established community in Kingston by the 1650s 
and they purchased a plot of  land in London Road for use as a burial ground in 1663. By 
1673 they had established a meeting house that may have been located at the corner of  
Eden Street and Union Street. The meeting house in Eden Street was built in 1773 although 
burials continued on the London Road site until c 1806 when the land behind the Eden 
Street meeting house was acquired, and the first burial took place here in 1813. A plan 
showing the layout of  the Meeting House from a Deed dated 19 June 1946 is shown in figure 
2. No burials were made after 1955 (Hawkins 1998a). Most of  the burials were exhumed in 
2010 and the meeting house was demolished to ground level in 2016. 
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The archaeological sequence

The earliest feature on the site was the east–west ditch 10 (fig 3) that ran from the north-west 
corner for 22m to the south-east before being truncated by the graves of  the Quaker burial 
ground and the recent exhumation of  their contents. The ditch measured on average 3.47m 
wide x 0.62m deep and had moderately steep sloping concave sides and a concave base. 
Ditch 10 contained a significant assemblage of  sherds of  early Saxon (5th–6th century) date, 
but the distribution of  sherds between the fills sheds limited light on the depositional history 
of  the ditch. 
 Lyn Blackmore describes the distribution of  these sherds, and fabric descriptions are 
presented in Appendix 1 (see Endnote). Saxon pottery was found in four contexts in or over 
ditch 10. Most of  the pottery came from the eastern slot across this feature, 328, which 
contained a total of  49 sherds (29 ENV, 751g). Of  these, 24 sherds (fifteen ENV, 372g) are 
from the lowest fill, 329, which had slumped in from the northern side and extended across 
the base of  the ditch. Sandstone-tempered wares are the most common, with ten sherds (five 
ENV; fabrics ESSTBO, ESSTC, ESSTCO, ESSTM), including nos 3, 5 and 7 (fig 7). Sand-
tempered wares total seven sherds (4 ENV; fabrics ESANA, ESANAO, ESAND), including 
no 10 (fig 7), while five sherds (three ENV) contain mixed sand and sandstone (ESMSC, 
ESMSCC). Also present are single sherds of  igneous rock-tempered ware (ESIG) and chaff-
tempered ware (CHFS). 
 It would appear that the ditch was recut, and some of  the pottery from the next two 
fills could be derived from 329, as sherds that may be from the same ESMCC jar were 
found in 329 and recut fill 330 and the later deposit 259, and possibly also in fill 291 of  the 
western slot (below). The secondary fill 330 contained seventeen generally smaller sherds of  
Saxon pottery (ten ENV, 199g) and one abraded Roman sherd (ten ENV, 199g). Sandstone-
tempered wares are again the most common (fourteen sherds, seven ENV), including two 
with possible oolitic inclusions (fabrics ESSTC, ESSTCIOC, ESSTOL), followed by sand-
tempered wares (four sherds, three ENV) comprising nos 1 and 9 (fig 7; ESANA, ESANAO) 
and a sherd of  ESGS that joins with another from 331. Also present are single sherds of  
ESIG and ESMSCC. 
 Only five sherds (five ENV, 177g) were found in the uppermost fill 331, three of  which are 
late Roman and date to after AD 250; this context did, however, contain the largest single 
piece of  Saxon pottery from the site, the complete base and part of  the lower body of  a small 
jar in fabric ESANA (fig 7, no 4). The other finds comprise the rim of  a jar in ESMSC (fig 
7, no 6), a sherd of  ESGS joining with 330, and single sherds of  ESANAO and ESMSCC. 
This deposit also contained three small flakes (3g) of  what might be hearth lining. Finally, 
two residual sherds of  ESMCC were recovered from context 259, which equates with the 
post-medieval layer 233 sealing both 329 and 331. 
 In addition, seven sherds (184g) from four vessels, including part of  a coarse-slipped jar 
(fig 7, no 8; ESGS), were found in ditch 10 fill 291 of  intervention 290 to the west of  this. 
The other sherds are of  ESSTM and ESMSC, ESMSCC, of  which the last two may be 
from vessels found in 329 and 330. Taking all the finds together, the Saxon pottery from all 
deposits is quite homogenous and it is not possible to see a chronological sequence between 
the different fills of  the ditch. While some of  the pottery in recut fills 330 and 331 may 
be derived from 329, links between the finds from the two excavated slots suggest that the 
feature was backfilled quite rapidly in the later 5th to early 6th century AD.
 The ditch also contained a large assemblage of  animal bone typical of  butchery activity 
(Holmes, below), and a significant 2419g of  metalworking debris, including a fragment of  
a furnace bottom indicative of  iron smelting (Dungworth, below). A small portion of  the 
circumference of  a worked millstone was found in the primary fill. It is made of  medium-
grained sandstone of  either Old Red sandstone or Millstone Grit. The fragment is not 
sufficiently complete or diagnostically individual to determine whether it is of  Saxon date or 
residual from Roman activity (see Endnote: Appendix 6). 
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 An approximately circular (1.57 x 1.51 x 0.54m deep), undated pit (323) was located just 
to the north-east of  ditch 10. The location suggests the possibility that the two features might 
have been contemporary. 
 Evidence from the medieval period (fig 3) consisted of  ten ditches, two postholes and a pit. 
Ditches 1–8 and 411 were located centrally within the site and ran, with the exception of  
ditch 7, from the southern edge of  the excavation area on a south-west/north-east alignment. 
The ditches extended across the excavation area for an average 8m, until they turned to the 
north-west and terminated. The ditches covered an area 10m wide and were all filled with 
similar dark greyish-brown sandy clay fills. Where the ditches were cut through and backfilled 
with the same dark deposit, the horizon clarity between intercutting ditches was very poor. 
Although a stratigraphic sequence was established using sections excavated across the ditches, 
confidence in this is low. Similarities in form and some of  the primary deposits within the 
larger ditches suggest that they represent the repeated recutting of  the same boundary or 
drainage ditch over a fairly short period. Pit 9 was located at the terminals of  ditches 2 and 5 
and may have formed part of  the same boundary. Ditches 1, 2, 3 and 6 each contained small 
amounts of  solely medieval pottery, as did the two postholes (267 and 268). A medieval horse 
harness pendant suspension mount (fig 11, no 1) was recovered from ditch 8. 
 Ditch 301 (fig 3) was located 6.2m to the west of  ditch 8 and ran for just 2m on a broad 
north–south alignment before terminating. Ceramic Building Material (CBM; see Endnote: 
Appendix 4), metal objects and five sherds (67g) of  medieval pottery were recovered from the 
fills of  this ditch. A copper-alloy strip from fill 302 is probably a thimble or a fragment of  a 
sewing ring of  post-medieval date. Ditch 301 lay to the east of  the other ditches and although 
it followed a slightly different alignment it had a similar profile and fill sequence as ditches 
1–8. It seems possible that ditch 301 may have formed part of  the western side of  a narrow 
enclosure or trackway that would have been defined on its eastern side by ditches 1–8. The 
presence of  so many recuts of  the same boundary might indicate high levels of  water ingress 
across that part of  the site. 
 Postholes 267 and 268 were positioned adjacent to one another. Both were sub-rectangular 
in plan with vertical sides and concave bases and measured 0.41m long x 0.38m wide x 
0.42m deep and 0.57m long x 0.5m wide x 0.41m deep respectively. Their size and depth 
suggest that they would have contained large square posts that would probably have been 
part of  a fairly robust timber structure. A number of  oyster shells were recovered from the 
fill of  268 (see Endnote: Appendix 9). 
 During the early post-medieval period there seems to have been less intense activity on 
the site. It was occupied at this time by some sort of  post-built structure, which appears to 
have quickly gone out of  use. There is also evidence from this phase of  a pit having been 
dug through the location of  the medieval ditches, which suggests that the site had become a 
convenient place to dump waste. 
 Remains from the earliest phase of  post-medieval activity – Phase 3.1 (fig 4) – included two 
pits, six postholes and one possible cesspit or toilet. The postholes were located in the south-
western corner of  the site. Each of  the postholes (fig 4: 228, 269, 283, 285, 297, 299) was 
broadly sub-rectangular in plan and had straight vertical sides and a flat base and measured 
between 0.35 and 0.57m in diameter and 0.15–0.41m deep. Undated postholes (fig 5: 282, 
288, 306, 307) in this same area might represent related features. The postholes recorded 
did not appear to form any particular plan even when undated postholes were taken into 
consideration. It seems possible therefore that the structure was some sort of  stockade rather 
than a building. 
 A large pit (fig 4: 248) that measured 7.4m long x 2.4m wide x 1.38m deep was partially 
exposed in the south-west corner and was recorded as a possible quarry pit. Alternatively, 
it may have been part of  the eastern edge of  a large ditch curving to the north and south-
west. However, such a ditch would have encroached onto the line of  Eden Street. The pit 
contained a single sherd (220g) of  a 16th century London-area redware (PMRE) jar probably 
made in Kingston (fig 10, no 10; Jones & Pearce, below).
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 Pit 341 (fig 4) was located centrally within the site and truncated medieval ditches 1 and 3. 
It had near-vertical sides and a flat base and measured 2m in diameter x 0.6m deep. Cesspit 
or toilet 344 was located centrally within the pit and appeared to have been constructed 
using a wicker lining to support the edges. It is possible that pit 341 was excavated as part 
of  the construction process for waste pit/toilet 344. The waste pit/toilet also had almost 
vertical sides and a flat base and contained CBM, sixteen sherds (408g) of  medieval pottery, 
nine sherds of  post-medieval pottery (689g), animal bone and 154g of  non-diagnostic 
ironworking slag. The medieval pottery, which is presumed to be intrusive, included a single 
thick-walled body sherd from a possible industrial form. The analysis of  the environmental 
samples from the pit proved inconclusive, producing a few free-threshing wheat and barley 
grain fragments, seeds of  oat and charcoal fragments that might be reflective of  dispersed 
material, but showed no evidence for cess material (see Wyles, below). 
 Occupation or use of  the site in the later 16th and early 17th centuries (fig 4, Phase 3.2) 
was demonstrated by a single feature, well (168) and four layers of  demolition material, 
flooding residue and deliberately redeposited sand and gravel. Well pit 238 was located in 
the north-western corner of  the site. The pit appears to have been excavated as a large 
construction pit for well 168 and was backfilled with several mixed deposits, containing two 
sherds (38g) of  post-medieval pottery, CBM and two nails. The well 168 was made of  red 
bricks, each measuring 0.14m long x 0.1m wide x 0.06m thick and was bonded with a lime 
mortar. The layers (230, 231, 246, 247) appear to have been built up on site during a brief  
period and appear to have resulted from deliberate dumping of  material. The finds from 
these deposits included medieval and post-medieval pottery, glass (see Endnote: Appendix 5) 
CBM, part of  a medieval floor tile and a musket ball. 
 That the site began to change slowly during the early to mid-17th century (later post-
medieval) is evidenced by a single pit (176) and five layers in the western part of  the site (fig 
5: 108, 165, 206, 214, 219). 
 Layers 108 and 219 were probably part of  the same deposit that was located across 
the south-western corner. Layer 219 was stratigraphically earlier than Structure 2. Both 
layers contained moderate to large amounts of  charcoal. Between them, layers 108 and 
219 contained eleven sherds of  medieval pottery and 114 sherds of  post-medieval pottery 
that included an unusually large, unglazed chicken feeder and a storage jar with finger-
impressed rim (figs 9, no 8 and 10, no 9, Jones & Pearce, below). Layer 108 also produced 
the squared base of  a spirit bottle and a silver coin (Ra 57) that appears to be of  Charles I 
(see Endnote: Appendix 3). These layers are probably representative of  occupation deposits 
across this part of  the site. A single sherd from a carinated jar in ESANA of  residual Saxon 
pottery was recovered from layer 219 (Blackmore, below). Layers 165, 206 and 214 were 
found to the south of  Structure 1 (below) and were stratigraphically later than layer 108. 
These layers appear to represent different phases of  deliberate dumping of  rubbish prior 
to the construction of  Structure 1.
 Towards the end of  the 17th century, two brick structures were built. These buildings 
do not appear to have lasted long and by the mid-18th century they had been demolished 
and the Quakers had bought the site. Brick structures (1 and 2), possible floor surfaces (156, 
200), layers (207, 216, 217, 226) and a well (387) were constructed in the late 17th to early 
18th century (fig 5). The structures had no direct stratigraphic relationship but artefactual 
evidence and the stratigraphic relationships between the structures and other deposits suggest 
they are of  similar date.
 Structure 1 (148, 151, 154, 161, 171, 174, 197) was positioned in the north-western corner 
of  the site (figs 5 and 6). The archaeological remains appear to represent those of  the southern 
and western sides of  a south-west/north-east-aligned brick-built structure comprising six 
different walls. Owing to modern truncation there was no direct relationship between walls 
148, 154, 161 and 197; however, their relative positions suggest they were part of  the same 
structure. Wall 161 was probably part of  the south-western corner of  Structure 1 and may 
have formed the connection between walls 148 and 197 had they not been truncated. 
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 Walls 148, 161 and 197 were constructed using unfrogged bricks measuring c 0.2m long 
x 0.1m wide x 0.06m thick. The bricks were bonded in the English style using lime mortar. 
At its western end, wall 148 survived to a height of  eleven courses, 0.81m deep, in contrast 
to the eastern end where it consisted of  seven courses measuring 0.5m deep. The difference 
in depth may be the result of  later truncation, but it appeared that there was a deliberate 
attempt by the builders to deepen some parts of  the wall. The difference in depths may be 
a result of  certain parts of  the wall having to support different weights. As wall 148 kinked 
to the south it deepened, suggesting that perhaps this kink would have supported a chimney 
stack or another storey. 
 On the south-eastern edge of  Structure 1, wall 151 formed a small a sub-rectangular 
alcove (1.2m2) on what would have been an external part of  the building. Wall 151 was 
represented by three courses of  bricks – which is similar to wall 148 – bonded in the English 
style using lime mortar. Wall 151 measured 0.21m wide x 0.26m deep and represented a 
later addition to the building. Within the alcove represented by wall 151 were two layers 
of  material. Layer 217 was a sandy gravel levelling layer, possibly for a floor surface, which 
was overlain by layer 216, a dark sandy clay occupation deposit. Unfortunately, no dating 
evidence was recovered from either layer. The environmental samples taken from layer 
216 produced small amounts of  free-threshing wheat (Triticum turgidum/aestivum type) and 
barley (Hordeum vulgare) grain fragments (see Endnote: Appendix 8). It is possible that the 
alcove formed an external storage room. 
 Owing to modern truncation on the western side of  Structure 1, the stratigraphic 
relationship between drain 171 and wall 174 with walls 148, 151 and 197 was unclear. 
Drain 171 had been almost completely truncated by modern services. It ran on an east–west 
alignment and would probably have been used to drain rainwater or waste material from 
the structure towards Eden Street to the west. Wall 174 had also been heavily truncated by 
a modern pipe and was constructed with the same material as wall 148. Only two poorly 
preserved courses of  bricks survived. Wall 174 partially covered drain 171 and butted against 
wall 161 and appears to have been part of  a later extension of  Structure 1.
 Three floor surfaces were associated with Structure 1. Possible floor surface 200 was 
located inside the kink of  wall 148. It consisted of  a mixed layer of  mortar and CBM and 
was covered partially, along its north-western edge, by two large floor tiles. One complete 
floor tile measured 300 x 280 x 35mm; it cannot be more closely dated than to the period 
spanning the 13th–19th centuries and represents the remains of  a heavily truncated interior 
floor surface within Structure 1. 
 Located just to the south of  wall 154 was concrete surface 202, which was rectangular and 
measured 1.06m long x 0.84m wide x 0.05m deep. A floor/yard rectangular brick surface 
156 (fig 5) was located 0.9m to the south-west of  wall 148. The brick surface measured 
1.6m long x 1.4m wide x 0.06m thick. Both surfaces 156 and 202 were heavily truncated 
by later activity and would have probably covered a much larger area. There was no direct 
relationship between Structure 1 and surfaces 156 and 202; however, the construction 
techniques and materials used, as well as their spatial and stratigraphic relationships with 
other deposits, suggest that each surface probably represents different phases of  the same 
yard associated with Structure 1. 
 Structure 2 (182, 185, 188, 222) was partially exposed in the south-west corner of  the site 
(figs 5 and 6). It was a rectangular structure built from red brick positioned on a south-west/
north-east alignment. The structure measured 3.4m long x 3m wide and had an internal 
area of  8.51m². Much of  the outline of  the building was heavily truncated, leaving, in most 
cases, only one course of  bricks intact. 
 Within the north-eastern corner of  Structure 2 were two internal features: wall 222 and 
hearth 188. Wall 222 ran out of  the north-eastern end of  Structure 2 for 0.7m before it 
was truncated by hearth 188 and may have formed part of  an original partition within 
the structure. Hearth 188 was a rectangular brick-built feature located in the north-east 
corner of  Structure 2. It was positioned on a north-east/south-west alignment with its south-
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Fig 6 78 Eden Street, Kingston. Photographs of  Structures 1 and 2



excavations at 78 eden street, kingston upon thames, 2016–17  83

western end facing into the centre of  the structure. The hearth measured 0.8m long x 0.29m 
wide x 0.12m deep and consisted of  one course of  bricks in a rectangular arrangement. The 
floor of  the hearth was lined with bricks, which at its south-western end was level with the 
top of  the surrounding walls. The hearth floor gradually tapered towards its north-eastern 
end until it was level with the base of  the wall. It was filled with a layer of  charcoal (226). 
The presence of  hearth 188 and wall 222 suggests that the original function of  Structure 2 
changed when hearth 188 was added to the building. As little remains of  the internal features 
of  the building it is difficult to interpret the original function. The presence of  the hearth 
suggests that Structure 2 may have been used as a small workshop, possibly by a blacksmith.
 Well 387 (fig 5) was identified during the watching brief  and was located along the 
northern edge of  the site. The well was constructed from at least three courses of  unfrogged 
bricks, which measured 0.15m long x 0.1m wide x 0.05m thick and used a stretcher bond. 
The well measured 1.22m in diameter and had a minimum depth of  0.35m. It was not fully 
excavated for health and safety reasons. 
 The modern era is represented by the remains of  the Friends’ Meeting House erected in 
1773 with late 19th century additions and a 20th century caretaker’s house (fig 2) (124, 127, 
130, 138), ancillary buildings (103, 115), the Quaker burial ground and modern services. 
The Friends’ Meeting House was demolished in 2016. 
 The area of  the Quaker burial ground was reduced by mechanical excavation under 
watching brief  conditions. A considerable amount of  linear disturbance (surveyed, but not 
illustrated), some to a considerable depth, was noted from when most of  the burials had 
been exhumed in 2010. Seventeen burials in various states of  preservation were noted. 
Of  these, four (393, 396, 415, 418: fig 2) were excavated archaeologically according to the 
written scheme of  investigation (CA 2016 a and b) and are reported here (Clough, below), 
and thirteen graves considered to be less than 100 years old were excavated by specialists 
contracted by Andrew Lodge, funeral directors, under archaeological supervision. 
 A number of  undated features were uncovered across the site (fig 5) including four postholes 
and a pit. The postholes (282, 288, 306, 307) were located towards the south-western corner. 
They may have formed part of  the same structure or fence line as the postholes found 
in period 3.1, as they were covered stratigraphically by the same deposits; however, they 
remain undated because of  a lack of  secure dating evidence. Two very worn trade tokens of  
probable mid–late 17th century date were recovered from posthole 282, but their condition 
suggests that they may have been residual and therefore unreliable for dating. Undated pit 
323 is discussed above. 

The finds

SAXON POTTERY, by Lyn Blackmore

The Saxon pottery assemblage from this site totals 58 hand-collected sherds and one sherd 
recovered by sieving (1.116kg, 0.63 EVE); taking possible sherd links into account, the 
estimated number of  vessels (ENV) is 31. The sherds were recorded directly into an Excel 
spreadsheet, using standard Museum of  London Archaeology codes for fabric, form and 
decoration and noting by sherd count, ENVs, weight in grams and vessel thickness. Forms 
and decoration were recorded where possible, again using standard codes, and rim diameters 
and estimated vessel equivalent (EVE) where relevant, although as the pottery is handmade 
uneven profiles can vary considerably from one side of  the pot to another and diameters are 
as a rule the best guess. The fabric codes and their expansions are shown in table 1, while 
diagnostic forms are illustrated in figure 7 (see Illustrated vessels, below, for details). It was 
not possible to check finds in Kingston Museum, but pottery from the site in South Lane, 
Kingston, held in the MoLAA, was scanned for comparative purposes. 
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Fabrics 

The assemblage comprises sherds in fifteen fabric types, which fall into four main groups 
as shown in table 1. The fabric codes are primarily mnemonic and based on the dominant 
or most diagnostic inclusions, with sub-types defined by letters ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘C’ etc, and with 
additional suffixes such as ‘O’, ‘C’ or ‘OC’ to denote the presence of  organic or calcareous 
matter, and ‘I’ for iron pellets/oxides. For the most part the fabrics fit with those recorded 
for other sites in the London region (Jarrett 2002, 166–7; Blackmore 2008, 169–70, table 
68), but two new codes have been created to cater for specific variations, and it should be 
noted that some closely related fabrics could fall into more than one group, notably the 
sandy fabrics that appear to be local but contain coarse sandstone. The ware types present 
are discussed in the online report (see Endnote: Appendix 1), but it can be noted here that they 
lack the distinctive iron inclusions that are typical of  the Heathrow area. 

Table 1  Saxon pottery. Key to the fabric codes and their expansions (in alphabetical order), 
with quantification by sherd count, vessel count and weight
* = new code 
Fabric code Expansion and description Sherds ENV Wt (g)

Chaff-tempered wares

CHFS Chaff-tempered ware, with moderate to abundant sand (up to 
1mm) and fine grits

1 1 12

Sand-tempered wares

ESANA Sand-tempered, abundant fine to medium quartz sand (up to 
1mm) and sparse very fine flint 

7 5 213

ESANAO As ESANA with sparse organic inclusions 3 3 181

ESAND Sand-tempered, very fine with rare larger rounded quartz 
grains and sparse very fine organic matter

3 1 25

ESGS Lower Greensand quartz-type inclusions, various 3 3 92

Sandstone-tempered wares

ESSTBO Sandstone-tempered (moderate medium sandstone) with 
organic inclusions

2 1 7

ESSTC Sandstone-tempered, coarse sandstone with large quartz grits 8 5 100

ESSTCC As ESSTC with calcareous matter 1 1 10

ESSTCIOC* As ESSTC with iron, organic and calcareous inclusions 3 1 12

ESSTM Sandstone-tempered, mixed coarse and cemented inclusions 7 2 86

ESSTOL Sandstone-temper with sparse ooliths and calcareous matter 2 1 22

Other wares

ESIG Igneous rock-tempered ware 3 2 26

ESMSC Mixed sand and sandstone temper (coarse) 7 4 58

ESMSCC* As ESMSC with calcareous inclusions 7 5 275

MISC Unidentified 3 1 3

Dating

Analysis of  Early Saxon assemblages over the last 30 years has confirmed that those with a 
wide range of  fabrics tend to be early, that is of  5th to early 6th century date, while those 
with fewer fabric types date to the mid/later 6th or earlier 7th centuries (Laidlaw 1996, 90; 
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Laidlaw & Mepham 1996, 37; Jarrett 2002, 199; Blackmore 2008, 152, 157; Blackmore & 
Vince 2008, 153–6; Cowie & Blackmore 2008, 151–3; Mepham 2013, 50–1). The former 
represent a period of  migration and adaptation, while the latter reflect a period of  more 
stable settlement and acculturation. As the range of  fabrics and forms present in the Eden 
Street assemblage is high, while the number of  sherds is relatively low, and as some typical 
5th to early 6th century forms and types of  surface treatment are present, while later traits, 
such as stamped decoration are absent, it is likely that the Saxon activity on the site dates to 
this period. 

Discussion 

Most early Saxon settlements in the lower Thames valley are located close to tributaries of  
the Thames, but they are usually (at least to some extent) upstream or inland and on higher 
ground, presumably for protection from flooding. Here, however, the site is low-lying and 
quite close to the Thames, and must have been so in the 5th/6th centuries AD. As such it 
can be grouped with the South Lane site, which is closer to the Thames, and contemporary 
Thames-side settlements at Mortlake (MTK96), Hammersmith (HAM90) and Fulham 
(LYI17), all of  which have produced similar pottery fabrics and forms (Cowie & Blackmore 
2008, 36–54; 113–14; Blackmore 2018).
 Saxon settlement in Kingston in the 5th–6th centuries mainly developed in two different 
areas that are both linked and separated by the Hogsmill river (Hawkins 1998b, 275–8; 
Cowie & Blackmore 2008, 113–14). The Saxon pottery discussed here is not the first to be 
found in this part of  Kingston, but it is the first published group of  its date and among the 
earliest stratified material. A larger group of  136 Early Saxon sherds was found in a water 
channel on Eden Walk, either in 1974 (site code KES74; Richardson 1977, 38; Webster & 
Cherry 1975, 228) or in 1976 (site code KB 6; Webster & Cherry 1977, 247); these remain 
unpublished (now in Kingston Museum). Although the Saxon activity at 82 Eden Street 
(EDE89) was provisionally dated to the 7th–8th centuries on the presence of  chaff-tempered 
ware and Ipswich-type ware (Cowie & Blackmore 2008, 108–9), other finds from the site 
recently located in Kingston Museum suggest activity dating back to at least the 6th century 
AD. Further Early Saxon pottery has been found at Brook Street/Orchard Road (94 sherds, 
unpublished; S Nelson, pers comm) and at the Bittoms, near South Lane, where 38 sherds of  
Early/Middle Saxon pottery and five loomweights were found (BIM90; ibid, 109–13). 
 The only other published assemblage of  5th–6th century date from Kingston, therefore, 
is that from South Lane, in the area to the south of  the Hogsmill and close to the Thames 
(excavated by Pre-Construct Archaeology (PCA)), which produced 105 sherds in eighteen 
different fabrics (site codes SLK96; Jarrett 2002; Cowie & Blackmore 2008, 60–1). A scan of  
these finds confirms that the main difference between this site and the present assemblage is 
the dominance of  ESSTC and ESMS at EEN16 and the absence of  ESSTC at South Lane. 
The presence of  bone-tempered ware and rarity of  calcareous inclusions at the latter site 
again show the subtle variations that occur between all assemblages of  this date. 

Illustrated vessels (fig 7)

1   Jar, constricted neck, reduced with red/brown 
surfaces, wiped, dia 80mm (ESANA); context 330, 
ditch 10 (intervention 328)

2   Carinated/hollow-necked jar, incised horizontal 
lines, reduced, (ESAN); context 219, layer, possible 
hearth waste

3   Carinated bowl, short everted, beaded rim, 
oxidised, abraded, dia 180mm (ESSTM); context 
329, ditch 10 (intervention 328)

4   Whole base (dia 52mm) lower body with vertical 
wiping below patchy burnish, reduced (ESANA); 
context 331 ditch 10 (intervention 328)

5   Jar, short upright rim, reduced, both surfaces 
burnished, dia 140mm (ESSTBO); context 329, 
ditch 10 (intervention 328)

6   Jar, rim, long upright neck, large flint inclusion, 
reduced, dia 180mm (ESMSC); context 331, ditch 
10 (intervention 328)
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7   Jar, upright/beaded rim, reduced with light 
burnish, dia 110mm (ESSTB); context 329, ditch 
10 (intervention 328)

8   Rounded jar, upright neck/rim, externally 
burnished rim/neck, coarse-slipped body, 
reduced, dia 160mm (ESANA); context 291, ditch 
10 (intervention 290)

9   Jar, pinched rustication, reduced with oxidised 
exterior (ESANAO); context 330, ditch 10 
(intervention 328)

10   Jar? Oxidised exterior with fingernail impressions, 
reduced burnished interior (ESANA); context 
329, (intervention 328)

MEDIEVAL AND POST-MEDIEVAL POTTERY, by Grace Perpetua Jones and Jacqui Pearce

A total of  544 sherds of  medieval and post-medieval pottery, weighing 10,953g, was recovered 
from 58 contexts and as unstratified finds. Most derives from layers (69%) with 31% from cut 
features (table 2: see Endnote). The pottery from each context was quantified by number and 
weight, and recorded, where applicable, using the Museum of  London fabric codes (table 
3: see Endnote). A site-specific form series was devised to record the rim forms. Other salient 
details, such as rim diameter, decoration and evidence of  use, have also been recorded. The 
information is held in the project Access database. 

Fig 7 78 Eden Street, Kingston. Saxon pottery
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Medieval

The medieval pottery assemblage comprises 172 sherds, weighing 2339g, but half  was 
residual in later features and layers. Ten features contained pottery solely from this period – 
ditches 1, 2, 3, 6 and 403, postholes 267 and 268, possible pit 301, and foundation trenches 
125 and 210 – yet all occur in small groups of  eighteen sherds or fewer. Layers 177 and 
264 also contained small quantities of  medieval pottery without any later sherds. The most 
commonly occurring fabrics are the Kingston-type wares, most of  which derive from jugs, 
but jars, dishes and cauldrons are also represented. Other fabrics comprise single sherds of  
Limspfield-type ware, London-type ware, early Surrey ware, an unsourced sandy fabric and 
an unsourced sand- and flint-gritted ware. The Limpsfield-type (LIMP) ware vessel is a jar or 
cooking pot with internally-bevelled rim, residual in layer 108.

Kingston-type wares

Of  particular interest in this group are three thick-walled sherds from a possible industrial 
form, recovered from ditch 5 (271). Two are from the rim of  the vessel – it is not thickened, and 
rounded but slightly flattened on the top (fig 8, no 1); the third is a body sherd with foot scar, 
from pit 344. The inside of  the vessel was knife-trimmed prior to firing; there is no evidence 
of  use. The sherds may derive from a deep crucible or perhaps part of  a distilling vessel, such 
as a collecting jar. Several of  the Kingston-type sherds represent wasters, including two with 
glaze over the sections of  the sherds (layers 247 and 264), two warped base sherds (posthole 
268), an overfired jug handle (pit 244) and two burnt sherds (posthole 269). The sherd from 
layer 264 is the thumbed base from a metal copy baluster jug, and has a firing crack and glaze 
on the break of  the sherd. 
 The jug rims are externally and internally expanded, and flattened on top, but not enough 
survives to ascertain the type of  jug from which they derived. The rim diameters range from 
60 to 170mm. The method of  handle attachment was evident on several of  the jug handles, 
including stab marks (ditch 5, 271, layer 108) and finger impressions (ditch 366). Decorated jugs 
are represented by a stamped boss with wheatsheaf  motif  from ditch 366 (fig 8, no 2; Pearce 
& Vince 1988, fig 93) and a ring-and-dot stamp from ditch 271 (fig 8, no 3). Thumbed bases 
from four vessels were also found, including the aforementioned possible waster (ditch 366 and 
layers 108 and 264). A necked jar with internally-bevelled and externally thickened rim, and 
horizontal groove on the outer edge, was recovered from layer 367 ((rim) R430, fig 8, no 4; cf  
Pearce & Vince 1988, fig 94, 302–4). Soot deposits on the external surface indicate it was used 
as a cooking pot. The rims from three jars/cooking pots are broken at the neck/shoulder join 
but are externally expanded and flattened on top (R410, R411; layer 255, ditch 366 and pit 
344; cf  Pearce & Vince 1988, fig 94, 307–8). Another is internally bevelled (R413, layer 255; cf  
Pearce & Vince 1988, fig 94, 303). A necked jar with flattened, externally expanded, rim was 
also found in a Kingston greyware fabric, and has a rim diameter of  200mm (R433, pit 301). 
The leg of  a cauldron, imitating a metal form, was found in ditch 317.

Coarse Border ware

The Surrey-Hampshire Coarse Border wares include jug, jar and bowl forms, with the 
jars represented only by body sherds. The rims from two jugs are present, both externally 
expanded and flat-topped, but they are too incomplete to ascertain the forms of  the jugs; 
both have an internal rim diameter of  90mm. Three strap handles from jugs are also present, 
including one from a rounded bunghole jug, with stab marks. Such marks are presumed to be 
predominantly a functional feature, to prevent spalling or other firing complications (Pearce 
& Vince 1988, 57). A small bowl or dish with flat-topped, externally expanded, rim, 100mm 
in diameter, was recovered from a backfill layer (145, not illustrated). No evidence of  glazing 
of  this vessel is present, nor is there any evidence of  use. 
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Fig 8 78 Eden Street, Kingston. Medieval and post-medieval pottery
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Post-medieval pottery

A wide range of  post-medieval wares was recovered, including vessels imported from France, 
Spain, Germany and China (table 3: see Endnote). Martincamp-type ware vessels from 
Normandy, of  late 15th to mid-17th century date, comprise spherical flasks (postholes 269 
and 283; layers 108 and 204). A single abraded body sherd in Spanish micaceous redware 
fabric, of  late 14th to mid-17th century date, was recovered from layer 108. Most of  the 
stoneware sherds derive from German Frechen types (1550–1700), including two with coat-
of-arms medallions (layers 190 and 231; fig 8, no 5). A jug base from layer 145 had at least 
two medallions but only the edges are now visible. Later imports, of  17th–18th century 
date, are represented by plate, saucer and bowl forms, in Chinese blue-and-white porcelain, 
recovered from demolition and occupation layers (106, 118) and the topsoil (not on plan).
 The English stonewares include two mug handles from brown salt-glazed vessels, and the 
rims from two saucers and a small (40mm diameter) jar lid in white salt-glazed stoneware. 
Body and base sherds in the white stoneware include a bowl, a possible tea bowl, a bowl 
or chamber pot and two mugs, one of  which has a base diameter of  50mm and may be 
a miniature. Another saucer has scratch blue decoration. One sherd from a small cup in 
Cistercian ware, made in the Midlands and northern England in the 16th century, was 
recovered from layer 119. There are eight sherds in Staffordshire-type slipware (1660–1730) 
from rubble deposit 104, demolition layer 144 and layers 118 and 145, and topsoil deposit 
105 (not on plan). Five variants of  tin-glazed wares (56 sherds, 515g) were recorded (Orton 
1988, Styles A, B, C, D and H), with a plain white glaze (TGWC) the most commonly 
occurring. The most frequently encountered forms are drug jars, plates and dishes (including 
a Dutch lobed dish from layer 108), with smaller quantities of  jars, porringers, chamber pots 
and an ointment jar. One of  the TGWA sherds, datable to the early 17th century, has lead 
glaze externally – a means of  economising on tin-glaze that was commonly used at this date 
(fig 8, no 6, hearth waste layer 219). Two creamware dishes (1740–1830) were recovered 
from layers 104 and 105.
 The redwares comprise the largest component of  the assemblage, with Surrey-Hampshire 
Border redware (RBOR) the most commonly occurring. The majority derive from bowls, but 
jars (fig 9, no 7), dishes and a possible skillet and tripod pipkin are also represented. They 
include a storage jar with finger-impressed rim (fig 10, no 9) and an unusually large, unglazed 
chicken feeder (fig 9, no 8), both from layer 108. One dish, from the topsoil, has trailed slip 

Fig 9 78 Eden Street, Kingston. Post-medieval pottery
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decoration (RBORSL). The London-area post-medieval red wares (PMR, PMBR, PMRE, 
PMSRG and PMSRY) include jar and bowl forms, and a possible cauldron. A jar in the 
16th century redware fabric (recorded as PMRE) was probably made in Kingston. It has 
thumbed decoration directly on the neck rather than on an applied strip (fig 10, no 10) and 
was recovered from pit 248. Other redwares comprise a single sherd from a butterpot in 
Midlands purple ware (layer 162) and three mug sherds in Essex-type post-medieval black-
glazed redware (layers 108 and 145). White wares from the local Surrey-Hampshire Border 
industry were also fairly frequently encountered (69 sherds, 1004g), with brown (BORDB), 
green (BORDG) or yellow (BORDY) glaze. The most common forms are bowls and tripod 
pipkins, but porringers, chamber pots, dishes, a flask, lid and skillet are also present. Of  note 
is a lobed dish with diagonal slashed decoration on the rim top from layer 227 (fig 10, no 11).

Pottery discussion, by Jacqui Pearce

Medieval pottery 

The medieval pottery is dominated by Kingston-type ware (KING), which is unsurprising, 
given the importance of  pottery production in the Eden Street area from the 13th century 
onwards. Whitewares made in the Kingston industry account for 76.9% of  all medieval 
pottery from the site (44.6% EVE, 80.6% weight), and this appears to include not only 
production waste (warped, overfired, cracked sherds and the like), but also sherds from 
vessels that show no obvious signs of  firing mishaps. This could be because the finds are 
largely fragmentary, and the tell-tale evidence of  misfiring could simply be missing from the 
surviving sherds. None of  the finds appear to show signs of  use, such as sooting or residues, 
which reinforces the suggested connection with known production in the area. All forms are 
those that appear to have formed the mainstay of  production in the Kingston-type industry 
– jugs, jars or cooking pots and dishes, with one cauldron or tripod pipkin leg also recovered. 
 Minimal decoration was found on the whiteware sherds collected, and includes one 
stamped boss of  wheatsheaf  design from ditch 3, dated on London sites to the mid–late 
14th century (Pearce & Vince 1988, 42). This would coincide closely with the chronology 
of  the Kingston-type ware kilns excavated by MoLAS (now MOLA) at 70–76 Eden Street 
in 1993 (Miller & Stephenson 1999). A total of  four kilns were uncovered on this site, with 
two of  them yielding archaeomagnetic dates of  1300–25. Jugs with wheatsheaf  stamps were 

Fig 10 78 Eden Street, Kingston. Post-medieval pottery
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found among the waster material, comparing closely with the finds from the Primark site 
(ibid, figs 37, 39). A limited number of  legs from either tripod pipkins or cauldrons were also 
found during the earlier excavations (ibid, 21), corresponding with the leg recovered from the 
present site (cf  Pearce & Vince 1988, fig 95, nos 318–19, fig 96, nos 320–3).
 The excavation also yielded sherds recorded as Surrey-Hampshire Coarse Border ware 
(CBW) (11.6% by sherd count, 50% EVE, 13.8% weight). With its distinctive coarser tempering, 
this whiteware was made in kilns at Farnborough Hill and nearby in the heathland bordering the 
Blackwater river (Pearce & Vince 1988, 9, 11; Pearce 2007). Without closer chemical analysis, it 
is possible that some of  the sherds recorded as CBW could be coarser variants of  the standard 
Kingston-type fabric. There are, however, sherds from vessel forms that are characteristic of  
production at Farnborough Hill, notably the large rounded or bunghole jug with broad stabbed 
and incised strap handle from layer 146 (Pearce & Vince 1988, figs 111–12), and these could 
either have been marketed in Kingston as a form (typically used for brewing) not made by the 
local industry, or they could post-date the operation of  the whiteware kilns in Eden Street (the 
type was made up to the end of  the 15th century in CBW). 
 Three sherds of  a greyware fabric that bears a close resemblance to Kingston-type 
whiteware may have been made in Kingston. Excavations by PCA on sites in London Road 
uncovered evidence for greyware wasters (but no kilns), dating to the late 12th century, and 
pre-dating the use of  south Herts-type greyware (SHER) in the town (Darton et al in prep; 
Chris Jarrett, pers comm by email 14 March 2018). Chemical analysis would help clarify the 
source of  the Eden Street greywares, but there are too few to allow any firm conclusions. 
Only one sherd of  London-type ware (LOND) was identified on the site, part of  a jug of  
unidentifiable form, which could date to any time from the end of  the 11th to the late 14th 
centuries. There is also only one sherd of  Limpsfield-type ware (LIMP), a reduced, sandy 
coarseware fabric from kilns in east Surrey that bears a close resemblance to SHER. This 
is an isolated example and it is possible that chemical analysis might indicate reattribution 
to sources closer to Kingston (perhaps related to the local greyware industry). Four other 
sherds of  unglazed coarseware fabrics are unidentified as to source, but are again probably 
relatively local in origin. The presence of  three sherds identified as a Kingston-type red 
earthenware would suggest manufacture locally at the end of  the 15th century and relate to 
excavated finds of  Kingston-made redwares dating to the transitional period between late 
medieval and early post-medieval (Nelson 1981; Pearce & Vince 1988, 89–90). 
 As noted earlier, at least 50% of  the medieval sherds are residual in later contexts and 
there is no direct evidence for ceramic production on the site in the form of  kiln structures 
or significant dumps of  wasters. Most of  the pottery appears to date to the 14th century or 
later, and a high proportion can be related to the operation of  the Eden Street kilns, although 
largely as redistributed production waste comparable to the much more concentrated 
dumping uncovered during the MoLAS excavations in 1993. The finds do not appear to add 
anything new to our understanding of  the Kingston industry, although they do fit well with 
our current state of  knowledge of  this important source of  medieval whitewares. 

Post-medieval pottery

Sherds of  post-medieval pottery were far more numerous than medieval in the excavated 
material from the site (totalling 371 sherds, 10.41 EVEs, 8613g). The main emphasis is on 
the 16th and 17th centuries, with fabrics and forms made into the mid-18th century also 
present. Surrey-Hampshire Border wares (both white- and redwares) are the most common 
source represented (44.2% by sherd count, 50.1% EVEs, 45.8% weight), with redwares 
more numerous than whiteware. This may have chronological implications as whiteware 
production was on the wane after c 1700, although redwares appear to have been used more 
widely away from London during the 17th century. The main forms are those common 
throughout the life of  the industry: bowls and dishes, tripod pipkins, skillets, porringers and 
chamber pots (Pearce 1992). 
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 The second most common source is London-area redware, with the early 16th century 
fabric (PMRE) identified in similar proportions to the later fabric (PMR), which developed at 
the turn of  the 16th/17th century. These were found in conjunction with no more than three 
sherds of  slipped redwares from the same source (PMSRY, PMSRG), a variant that appears 
to have been favoured principally in the 16th century. These robust coarsewares were chiefly 
used to provide everyday household wares for storage, cooking and food preparation, as well 
as various industrial forms and horticultural wares. The main forms recorded on the Eden 
Street site are bowls, jars and cauldrons or tripod pipkins.
 More decorative finewares are less frequent, with tin-glazed ware the most common (6.1% 
sherd count, 2.1% EVEs, 2.9% weight). Plain white glaze (TGW C), which was first used in 
London in the 1630s (Orton 1988, 321), predominates, and was used on a range of  widely 
available and functional vessels: drug jars, porringers and chamber pots. By comparison, 
there is far less decorated ware, with styles typical of  the 17th to early 18th centuries identified 
(TGW A, B, D, H: Orton 1988, 321–7). 
 Finewares are not well represented on the site at any date. Apart from tin-glazed ware, the 
main source recorded in the Eden Street finds is white salt-glazed stoneware (SWSG), from 
various sources in the Midlands and north of  England from c 1720 through to the 1770s 
(3.3% by sherd count, 6.5% EVEs, 1.8% weight). The excavated sherds come mostly from 
teawares and other tablewares, and most are undecorated. The small amount of  creamware 
(CREA) present (three sherds) suggests that the main period of  deposition took place before 
the 1760s, by which time this had become one of  the main types of  fineware used across 
the country. The absence of  pearlware and transfer-printed wares, both of  which were 
introduced during the last quarter of  the 18th century, supports this view. The only other 
finewares identified are four sherds of  Chinese blue-and-white porcelain (from a saucer, plate 
and bowl), recovered from demolition layers and topsoil and not closely dated.
 Other imported wares come from a limited range of  sources, with Rhenish Frechen 
stoneware (FREC) Bartmann jugs the most common (3.9% of  sherds, 5.5% EVEs, 4.1% 
weight). The only other imports are odd sherds of  Martincamp-type ware (MART) from 
Normandy, unsourced German stoneware (GERST) and Iberian red micaceous ware 
(SPAM). All date to the 16th/17th centuries, and are more-or-less utilitarian, everyday wares, 
albeit from continental sources but well represented in the London area. This fits well with 
the somewhat mundane nature of  the post-medieval pottery from the site, which appears 
largely to represent everyday household rubbish, much of  it disturbed through successive 
phases of  activity on the site.

Illustrated vessels

Medieval pottery (fig 8)
1   Rounded, undifferentiated rim, flattened on top, 

possible industrial form; Kingston-type ware 
(KING); context 252, ditch 5 (intervention 271)

2   Stamped boss with wheatsheaf  motif; Kingston-type 
ware (KING); context 372, ditch 3, intervention 366 

3   Ring- and dot-stamped motif; Kingston-type ware 
(KING); context 252, ditch 5, intervention 271 

4   Necked jar with internally-bevelled and externally 
thickened rim, grooved on exterior; sooted 
exterior; Kingston-type ware (KING); layer 367

Post-medieval pottery (figs 8–10)
5   Coat-of-arms medallion; Frechen stoneware 

(FREC); layer 231
6   Tin-glazed earthenware with lead glaze on one 

surface (TGWA); hearth layer 219
7   Jar with externally expanded, moulded rim, 

internal glaze; Surrey-Hampshire Border red 
ware (RBOR); layer 108

8   Chicken feeder, unglazed; Surrey-Hampshire 
Border redware (RBOR); layer 108

9   Large jar with finger-impressed rim; Surrey-
Hampshire Border redware (RBOR); layer 108

10   Jar or jug with thumbed decoration applied 
directly to neck; London-area early post-medieval 
redware (PMRE); context 249, pit 248

11   Lobed dish with diagonal slashed decoration on 
the rim top; Surrey-Hampshire Border white ware 
with clear (yellow) glaze (BORDY); layer 227
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METALWORK, by Katie Marsden

A total of  195 metal objects and fragments was recorded from 35 deposits and as unstratified 
material. The group comprises 129 items of  iron, 58 of  copper alloy and eight of  lead 
alloy. Over half  (52%) derive from demolition or dump deposits and floor/foundation or 
occupation layers. A further 31% came from foundation trench 210 and the rest from a range 
of  features including a ditch, pits, postholes, graves and modern pipe fills. The assemblage as 
a whole indicates activity in the post-medieval period, extending into the 19th century. Some 
evidence for earlier (medieval) activity is present, particularly among the copper-alloy group. 
Items of  intrinsic interest are described below and illustrated.
 Objects of  medieval date include a horse harness pendant suspension mount (fig 11, no 
1), from ditch 8, intervention 261 (fill 262), and a copper-alloy weight, from layer 109. The 
mount would have been attached to leather straps on the horse harness and used to suspend 
pendants displaying the lord’s livery (Griffiths 1995, fig 52, no 76). The weight is spherical in 
form with a copper-alloy wire suspension loop. 
 Most of  the metalwork assemblage relates to the post-medieval activity on the site. It 
is dominated by objects used as fixtures and fittings, particularly iron nails, probably 
associated both with the burials and with buildings occupying the site. Domestic activity is 
also represented, including a spoon handle (fig 11, no 2), scissors (fig 11, no 3), and copper-
alloy pins, of  short and slender form, with rounded knopped heads. Pins of  this type were 
typically produced from the medieval period to well into the 19th century and were used 
for sewing and also fastening items of  dress (Margeson 1993). Four fragments of  probable 
lead window came were recorded from a waste dump deposit and a floor deposit (179 and 

Fig 11 78 Eden Street, Kingston. Metalwork
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211, not illustrated). Leaded came windows were first developed in the medieval period and 
continue in use into the 21st century. 

Illustrated catalogue (fig 11)

1  Copper-alloy horse harness pendant suspension 
mount. The attachment loop for the pendant 
remains suspended from the mouth, but the 
pendant has been lost to a break below this. Ditch 
261 (fill 262). Dimensions: length 32mm, width 
23mm, thickness 5mm, weight 13g

2  Copper-alloy seal-top spoon. The fragment 
comprises the handle only. Spoons of  this form are 

datable to the 17th century (Noël Hume 1969). 
Ra. 56. Layer 227. Dimensions: length 97mm, 
width 13mm, thickness 4mm, weight 14g

3  Copper-alloy scissors. One handle fragment from 
a pair of  scissors of  post-medieval date. Pit 176 
(fill 177). Dimensions: length 61mm, width 25mm, 
thickness 9mm, weight 13g

HUMAN BONE, by Sharon Clough

Four burials and four disarticulated deposits were recovered from the site. These are all 
considered to date to the early phase of  burial starting in 1813–30 (before those named on 
a 1948 burial plan). All those named on the 1948 plan were removed by undertakers (Lodge 
Brothers funeral directors in 2010) and re-interred in Surbiton cemetery.
 The results are presented in Appendix 7 (see Endnote). These burials date to the earliest 
phase of  burial in the ‘new’ burial ground. It was previously considered that the burials did 
not take place until 1834, but documentary research and the presence of  unidentified burials 
have demonstrated that burial took place here from 1813 (monthly meeting minutes the first 
burial: ‘John Hayman in the new ground’). This overlapped with the ‘old’ burial ground at 
London Road where the last interment was thought to be in 1814. 
 Possible identifications are suggested for two of  the four remains. The burials reflect the social 
changes in the early 19th century and the changing membership of  the Quaker congregation. 
The types of  diseases present – neoplasia and tuberculosis – are not observed among the 
population from the earlier burial ground. The increased availability of  sugar is reflected in the 
presence of  caries in the child. Full analysis and recording are available in the archive. 

COFFIN FURNITURE, by Sharon Clough

Limited quantities of  coffin fittings were recovered during the archaeological phase of  
work. Most of  the fittings were from disturbed contexts and comprised six coffin plates, two 
copper-alloy grips and the iron fittings from the child’s grave (395). As this was a Quaker 
burial ground the decoration on the coffin would be expected to be simple and plain so as not 
to display wealth and to exemplify the tenets of  Quakerism of  simplicity, modesty, equality 
and community. 

Results

Most of  the graves were exhumed in 2005 and 2010 (Andrew Lodge, pers comm), which 
included removal of  the coffins and associated fittings. The limited recovery of  coffin 
furniture (table 4) has identified a change in style and fittings from the earlier burial ground. 
The method of  identifying individuals through the use of  upholstery pins at the London 
Street cemetery (22 coffins) changed to the use of  breastplates at Eden Street. The use of  
plates probably reflects the ease of  availability of  these plates through the development of  
machinery and the funerary trade and is not an indication of  a move away from simplicity. 
 The inscriptions themselves were without flourishes and iconography, the lettering was 
plain, serifed in the earlier plates and sans serif  in the later ones, reflecting changes in wider 
society regarding typefaces. The use of  month names instead of  numbers is notable. The 
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1834 book of  discipline states ‘dates may be expressed in figures’ (Stock 1998). This derives 
from the notion that month names were pagan in origin and therefore not to be used. Only 
the plate of  John Harris has the ‘9th Month’ stated in place of  September. Another departure 
from the recommended plainness was the plate of  William Wilkins, who was noted as ‘NM’ 
(not in Membership) in the minutes book. He had a lead coffin and his breastplate used the 
month name, in addition his breastplate also stated ‘Esqr’ – a title not seen on other plates. 
 Record photographs of  previously exhumed coffin plates and those removed 
archaeologically are available in the project archive.

Table 4 Coffin furniture. Detail from the breastplates recovered
Named individual Breastplate style detail Metal Biographic data

William Wilkins Trapezoid shape. 410mm x 300mm. 
Possibly painted black. Incised lettering 
serifed. Linear detailing on the lettering. 
All capitals.

Brass WILLm
. WILKINS / ESQR/ 

DIED/ 26th. FEBY./ 1830/ 
AGED 85 YEARS

Elizabeth Long Shield-shaped. 400 x 350mm. Inlaid 
lettering in serif  text. Name all capitals. 
The rest in gothic text mixed upper 
and lower case. May have been painted 
white. 

Tin? ELIZABETH LONG/ Died 17th 
Decr./ 1887/ Aged 63 Years

Samuel Fry Trapezoid shape. White painted border. 
Gothic script except name which is all 
capitals and serifed. 410 x 300.5mm. 

Brass SAMUEL FRY/ Passed away/ 
28th Septr. 1890/ In his 56th. 
Year/

John Harris Trapezoid shape. 360 x 280mm. 
Painted black with white edging. Plain 
lettering – sans serif. All capitals incised. 

Brass JOHN HARRIS/ DIED 13th. / 
OF THE 9th MONTH/ 1896/ 
AGED 79 YEARS

Frederick Willis Trapezoid shape. Plain lettering, sans 
serif. All uppercase. 305 x 230mm. 

Brass FREDERICK WILLIS/ DIED 
14th APRIL/ 1936/ IN HIS 73rd 
YEAR

‘Blank’ Trapezoid shape. 305 x 240mm. 
Lettering completely obscured. 

Tin-plated 
iron

?

Grips

Three grips and an unidentified metal object were recovered. The grips were of  three 
different types made from copper alloy (brass) and iron. From the grave 396 (SK 398), fill 
397, were recovered three small grips, one partial grip, eleven nails and two screws. The grip 
plates had not survived as all the fittings were made of  iron, which had probably been tinned. 
Owing to the corrosion x-rays were used to determine the shape of  the grips, which were a 
simple rounded type with an oval centre. They were the same as the Kingston London Street 
type ‘X’ that were also used for a child’s grave. Notably no upholstery pins were recovered, 
which may be due to the level of  disturbance or more likely that the coffins were not covered 
in cloth, as was the tradition in the 19th century. 

ANIMAL BONE, by Matilda Holmes

A small amount of  animal bone was recovered from early medieval to modern features. It 
was in a fairly good condition, although with some possible mixing of  deposits. All fragments 
were recorded by context including those that could not be identified to taxa. Recording 
methods and analysis are based on guidelines from Baker and Worley (2014).
 The group of  bones recovered from Saxon ditch 10 was notable, comprising a group of  
horse bones; the tibia from a very large pig, possibly wild; a cattle skull; and a red deer skull 
with antlers. This group represents butchery waste (horse remains and crania) or evidence 
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for a high-status site (red deer and possibly wild pig). The wider assemblage was dominated 
by cattle bones, followed by sheep/goat and pig, with a few bones of  canis (dog or fox), equus 
(horse or donkey), felis (domestic or wild cat), birds (domestic fowl and goose) and wild taxa 
(red deer, hare/rabbit). Despite the presence of  sieved samples and the proximity of  the site 
to the Thames, the absence of  fish remains is notable, particularly in the medieval period 
when there was a well-established urban fish trade. Roughly 10% of  contexts had bones that 
showed signs of  canid gnawing, indicating that there was some delay between disposal and 
burial. A similar proportion of  the assemblage bore butchery marks, suggesting that it had 
undergone processing, and a group of  crania and vertebrae fragments from medieval context 
291 may have resulted from the deposition of  butchery waste. There were no deposits of  
skin-processing or craft-working waste. 

METALLURGICAL RESIDUES, by David Dungworth

Visual examination

The metalworking debris from Eden Street includes just over 2.5kg of  slag. This includes a 
fragment of  a furnace bottom from context 329 that weighs 1.8kg and represents c 25% of  
the original piece. The curvature of  this fragment suggests an original diameter of  250mm 
and the outer margins show some traces of  the ceramic lining of  the furnace. This slag 
indicates that a form of  bloomery smelting was employed in which the slag was allowed to 
accumulate in a pit or cavity at the base of  the furnace. This style of  iron smelting appears 
to have been brought to England in the 5th century by Saxon migrants and was widely used 
until the Late Saxon period (Boyer & Keys 2013; McDonnell 1993, 82–3). The remaining 
slag from Saxon contexts is largely non-diagnostic; although it could relate to the identified 
iron smelting, it could also have been produced by iron smithing. 

Scientific investigation

Few sites have provided direct evidence for Early Saxon iron smelting, and even fewer have 
been investigated scientifically. To address this, six samples from Eden Street were selected to 
determine chemical composition and microstructure (table 5). The samples (all from Early 
Saxon contexts) were prepared and analysed using standard techniques for scanning electron 
microscopy (with chemical composition determined using an attached energy dispersive 
spectrometry) (see Endnote).
 The Eden Street smelting slags have microstructures that parallel those seen in other 
bloomery iron smelting slags. All contain a high proportion of  fayalite, a mineral that rarely 
occurs naturally but dominates early ironworking slags (cf  Morton & Wingrove 1969). The 
Eden Street smelting slags generally have rather low iron content (several samples lacked 
any free iron oxide phase) and are quite heterogeneous (typical for non-tapped smelting 
slags). The low iron content of  the Eden Street slags suggests that the smelting was carried 
out under very reducing conditions. This may have been necessitated by the use of  a lean 
ore, that is one with a relatively low iron content. If  a relatively rich ore was used, then the 
proportion of  iron extracted from the ore would be high and potentially large blooms could 
have been formed. 
 The phosphorus content of  the slag suggests that the original ore was phosphoric, and 
so the bloom could have been phosphoric iron (a poor understanding of  the partitioning of  
phosphorus between bloom and slag prevents a definitive conclusion). If  the low iron content 
of  the slag indicates relatively reducing conditions, then it is possible that some carbon (from 
the charcoal fuel used) would diffuse into the bloom to form carbon steel. 
 The investigation of  the Eden Street material highlights that there are few data on Early 
Saxon iron manufacture in Britain (cf  McDonnell 1989). This contrasts with the abundant 
evidence for highly skilled iron smithing (Lang 2015). The paucity of  evidence for Early 
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Saxon iron manufacture has been taken literally by some (eg Fleming 2012) who have 
assumed that Saxon ironworking relied on recycling Roman iron, while others have suggested 
that iron smelting did take place but at marginal locations that are under-represented in 
the archaeological record (Birch 2011). The evidence from Eden Street appears to fit with 
Birch’s (2011) model.

Discussion, by Oliver Good

The excavation demonstrated that despite the development of  the Friends’ Meeting House 
there was still significant survival of  archaeological remains across the western half  of  the 
site. The excavation and watching brief  were able to confirm that any archaeological remains 
present in the eastern half  of  the site had been completely truncated by the excavation 
of  graves in the burial ground and the subsequent exhumation of  their contents. The 
archaeological features encountered represent evidence of  activity from the Saxon, medieval 
and post-medieval periods. 
 The limited topographic analysis and archaeological excavations suggest that the Eden 
Street area would have comprised wet, low-lying ground traversed by small water channels, 
gravel banks and islands (Cowie & Blackmore, 2008, 113). In the medieval period the area 
was wet and marshy and was probably drained between the 11th and 16th centuries (Hawkins 
1998a, 6). 
 It is known that Kingston developed as a late Saxon royal estate and administrative 
borough. Excavated evidence for Saxon activity has now been recorded from a number of  
sites in the vicinity (fig 11). This includes 5th–7th century pottery from a number of  sites and 
also occupation evidence in the form of  a possible, sunken-featured building or grubenhaus at 
23 Brook Street, some 200m to the south-west of  the site (Cowie & Blackmore 2008, 114). A 
single substantial north–south ditch (Site Y[1240]) was recorded at 82 Eden Street although 
this may have been Roman with intrusive Saxon material (ibid, 108). Excavations at Eden 
Walk also identified two Late Saxon or perhaps Saxo-Norman ditches, interpreted as land 
drains. This suggests a continuation of  agricultural activity, at least, in the area of  the site 
into the late Saxon period (Hawkins 1998a, 10). 
 Saxon activity is represented by a single ditch (10), which crossed the site from the 
north-western corner towards the south-east, before it was truncated by the burial ground. 
Examination of  the pottery (Blackmore, above) has demonstrated that a date in the 5th–6th 
century is likely. In plan, the ditch appears to be curving round to the south-west, in the north-
western corner, and to the south at its eastern end. This change in orientation hints at the 
possibility of  the ditch having formed part of  a large sub-circular enclosure, or possibly part 
of  a rounded corner of  a large boundary or drainage ditch. However, the top of  the ditch 
had been heavily truncated by later features. It may have formed part of  a field boundary or 

Table 5 Slag. Summary of  scientific examination (VFL = vitrified [ceramic] furnace lining; 
Run = run/flow slag [cf  tap slag but vertical flow]; ND = non-diagnostic slag; cake = plano-
convex cake of  slag; FB = furnace bottom)
Sample Description Na2O MgO Al2O3 SiO2 P2O5 K2O CaO TiO2 MnO FeO

#1 VFL 0.3 0.8 6.3 76.6 0.6 2.2 2.4 0.4 0.1 10.3

#2 Run 0.3 0.9 4.2 39.8 1.7 3.9 4.8 0.3 0.2 43.6

#3 ND (Run) 0.4 0.6 4.3 39.5 0.6 2.9 1.8 0.3 0.2 49.3

#4 Cake 0.3 2.0 3.0 29.8 1.2 1.8 3.4 0.1 0.4 57.8

#5a FB (slag) 0.4 0.5 3.2 25.7 0.5 2.5 2.3 0.1 0.1 64.6

#5b VFL 0.6 0.6 6.0 79.3 0.3 2.6 1.7 0.5 <0.1 8.5

#6 FB 0.3 0.3 2.9 23.6 0.5 1.3 0.7 <0.1 <0.1 70.2
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drainage ditch, possibly part of  an ancillary drainage system, which would have supported 
the outlying areas of  settlement. The animal bone recovered from the fill of  ditch 10 points 
to butchery of  livestock and animals more generally associated with high-status sites, an 
activity that would have normally taken place on the outskirts or outside a settlement. The 
recovery of  ironworking debris including a furnace bottom is also suggestive of  an activity 
that normally took place beyond the domestic locale. 
 In the medieval period Kingston was a borough, an important market and inland port 
(Andrews et al 2003, 3). The site is located at the extreme eastern limits of  the urban 
area of  medieval Kingston, within the agricultural hinterland of  the town and in an area 
characterised by dirty trades and by industrial and craft activities. However, the excavation 
found no evidence for pottery kilns or pottery manufacture activities within the boundary of  
the site. 
 The medieval period was represented by nine ditches, one ditch terminal and one pit. 
Despite the presence of  several Kingston-type wasters in red Surrey Whiteware fabrics, the 
excavation revealed no features related to the 14th century Surrey Whiteware kilns, such as 
those identified during excavations at 70–76 Eden Street (Miller & Stephenson. 1999). This 
was surprising given the close proximity of  the sites; however, the lack of  kilns may be due 
to the absence of  brickearth within the site. The kilns found at 70–76 Eden Street were all 
dug into the underlying clay brickearth. It would appear that the terrace gravels and sands 
encountered within the site were not conducive to kiln construction. Wasters included two 
with glaze over the sections of  the sherds (layers 247 and 264), two warped base sherds 
(posthole 268) and an overfired jug handle (pit 244). 
 During the late medieval period, Eden Street is thought to have been used for tanning and 
animal processing (Hawkins 1998a), as well as pottery production. However, the medieval 
remains produced very little evidence for these activities. Ditches 1–8 appear to have been 
different phases of  the same enclosure, with pit 9 possibly forming part of  one of  the phases. 
Owing to the limited nature of  the excavation, it is difficult to interpret these ditches with any 
certainty, but it seems likely they formed part of  a livestock corral. 
 The post-medieval period encompasses the bulk of  the archaeological deposits, and 
artefacts recovered from the site were divided into several phases of  activity. The Friends’ 
Meeting House that occupied the site was built in 1773 and therefore the post-medieval 
phases that pre-date its construction cover a period of  around 250 years.
 The desk-based assessment (Hawkins 1998a) included a copy of  an unprovenanced 17th 
century map of  the Eden Street area, which shows the presence of  a building and an attached 
garden plot on the site. A map of  1743, which shows the site completely empty, also shows 
that it was adjoined by two distinctive buildings to the north and to the south. The excavation 
showed evidence for fairly limited 16th century activity, consisting of  apparently random 
postholes and a number of  large dumps of  waste material. The site in the early to middle 
parts of  the 17th century started to see an increase in activity, represented by thin charcoal 
layers (108; 219), which covered the south-western corner of  the site. A coin dating from the 
reign of  Charles I was recovered from layer 219. The development of  two brick buildings, 
Structures 1 and 2, occurred shortly after layers 108 and 219 were deposited. Both buildings 
have been attributed to the same period, based on their stratigraphic relationship to similar 
deposits.
 Structure 1 appeared to form the south-western end of  a fairly large building, which 
would have run parallel to Eden Street and probably formed part of  the street frontage. 
The building had been heavily truncated by later development and the eastern extent was 
destroyed. At some point an external sub-circular annex was constructed against the south-
western facing wall of  the structure. The function of  the annex is difficult to interpret; the 
enclosed space it formed was small, and therefore it was probably used as a form of  external 
storage. Drain 171 and wall 174 also represent some form of  external building on the south-
western corner of  Structure 1; however, modern truncation makes it difficult to interpret its 
function. The wall foundations along the south-western end of  the structure varied in depth 
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and appeared to be a deliberate attempt by the builders to strengthen different parts of  the 
wall. As the wall kinked to the south-west the foundations deepened, which may indicate the 
presence of  a chimney stack. One internal floor surface survived within the structure, but it 
was also heavily truncated and only consisted of  two large in-situ floor tiles. A jetton depicting 
Louis XIIII of  France and issued by Wolf  Laufer of  Nuremburg between AD 1650 and 1700 
was found above the floor surface. The jetton dates the floor surface to the late 17th century, 
although it is possible that the coin was residual (Marsden, Appendix 3: see Endnote). There 
were two external floor surfaces associated with Structure 1, positioned to the south-west of  
the building. There was no direct relationship between brick floor 156 or concrete surface 
202; however, it seems likely that they were different phases of  the same surface and probably 
formed a yard surface and/or access to the rear of  Structure 1. 
 Structure 2, although heavily truncated, showed evidence of  two stages of  development. 
The main shape of  the building does not appear to have changed over time, but internally 
the north-eastern corner of  the structure was altered from its original shape. A sub-circular 
brick structure or partition in the north-eastern corner was removed and a rectangular hearth 
was added. What the building was used for is open to conjecture. However, the introduction 
of  a hearth suggests that at some point its function may have changed. The location of  the 
building away from the Eden Street frontage, as well as its relatively small size, suggests that 
perhaps it was some sort of  outhouse or workshop. The large amount of  coal and burnt 
material found within the structure suggests that it was associated with industrial activity 
such as ironworking or other forms of  ‘hot works’. An early 17th century coin was found 
in layer 219, directly below Structure 2, and a mid-17th century trade token was recovered 
from demolition layer 190, which covered large parts of  Structure 2. These coins date the 
structure firmly to the middle of  the 17th century and also suggest that it was in use for a 
fairly short period of  time (Marsden, Appendix 3: see Endnote).

Endnote

The appendices and tables listed below are available on the Archaeology Data Service 
website: https://doi.org/10.5284/1000221
The files are listed as supplementary material under the title of  the article.

Appendix 1 Saxon pottery, by Lyn Blackmore
Appendix 2 Medieval and post-medieval pottery (tables 2 and 3)
Appendix 3 Coins and tokens, by Katie Marsden
Appendix 4 Ceramic building material, by Katie Marsden
Appendix 5 Glass, by Katie Marsden
Appendix 6 The worked stone, by Ruth Shaffrey
Appendix 7 Human bone, by Sharon Clough
Appendix 8 Palaeoenvironmental evidence, by Sarah F Wyles
Appendix 9 Marine shell, by Sarah F Wyles
Appendix 10 Metalworking debris, by David Dungworth

Table 2 Quantification of  medieval and post-medieval pottery, by feature type
Table 3 Quantification of  medieval and post-medieval pottery, by ware type
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