
REIGATE CHURCH AND MONUMENTS.

BY THE REV. J. W. PICKANCE.

1ANNINGr and Bray, in their famous County History,
laboured to show that the derivation of the name
of this town had reference to a road supposed to

have gone from Stane Street in a north-easterly direction

through this tract of country that the Saxons may have

repaired this road, and hence the name of Newdigate
" the town on the repaired road." Gatton, "the town on

the road." "
Reygate," the name of that portion of the

road, from the site of the present town of Reigate to the

top of the hill, meaning
" the road on the ridge." I am

no Saxon scholar, but I cannot say that the derivation

appears satisfactory ;
and in a cutting preserved by the

late Thomas Martin, who did so much for this town, I

find a very different meaning is given to the name. In

this collection, in an undated extract, the name is spelt

Regate.
"
Regate, i.e., Rivi Cursus, Lei: At this towne

"is yet to be sene the Ruyncs and Rubbishe of an olde
"
Castle, which some calle Holmesdale, and, therefore, I

"have before used that name also. I can delyver no
"
Certeintye of the begynninge of it, but I finde, that it

"is of great Contynuance; for what tyme Lewes the
" Frenche Dolphyne* came into this Lande in Ayde of the

"Nobilitee, against Kinge Jhon, he had yelded into 'his

"Possession, amongest many others, this Castle at

"Regate" (1216, Brute). In 1268 Parif Floril, "the

"time of King Hen., his son, Henrie cle Warren, or (as

"some wryte), John cle Warren, Earle of Surrey, was
" Owner of Regate Castle, who, upon a tyme fallinge at
" Woordes in Westminster-halle withe the Lord Aland de
" Zouche and his son, drew his Weapon, and woundinge
"the Father, caused the Son to save his Life by his
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"Legges. The Kinge hearinge of this Outrage, deter-

"myned to have gyven condigne Punishement, but the

"Earle flyeth to this his Castle, and a while prepared
"to defend himselfe

; howbeit, understandinge that

"Edward, the Kinge's Son, was cominge towards him
"with a Power, he chaunged his Mynde, and metinge
"the Prince peaceably on the Way, humbly besecheth
" Pardon. The Prince, when he saw him yeld to

"Justice, toke Assurance for the Partyes Satisfaction,
"and graunted him Mercye. He that added those few

"yeares at the end of Mat. Paris, reporteth, that this
" Alan Zouche (Paris Prosp.), was a Justice at West-

"minster, arid that the Earle kylled him in the Place.

"I reade also of a Man of the same Name, which was
" at the same tyme Maior of London; and, therefore, I

"leave the Determination of the Certeintye of this
" Parson to suche as will traveil to finde it. The Name
" of Kegate seameth to be imposed of the low standinge,
" and for that the Waters have their Passage thearby,
"and (as I now remember) it is, as it weare, a Sinke
* f whear into the Waters fall from the Hylles on every
" Side of it; for which Cause it is called Rhehgeat, i.e.,

"the Passage of the Waters. Theare was sometyme a
"
Priorye valewed in the Recordes, at 68 poundes by

"yeare." (Veies Collect., 18.)
In 1549 the name was spelt Rigate; Skynner monu-

ment, 1600, Reigat; Howard entry in register, 1670,

Reygate; the mode adopted by Manning and Bray,
1720, Rygate; 1767, Riegate; 1770, Ryegate; 1818,
the same

;
and in more recent times, Reigate. Whether

the name has reference to the opposite features of this

country, the hill to the north, or the course or channel
of a small river, I must leave it to scholars to decide

only adding a note, that the painstaking local antiquary,
Mr. William Ridgway, A.D. 1814, tells us that "there
"is a Common in the north-east part of the Parish,
"called the Ray Common, and formerly had a gate at

"the enterence of it called the '

Ray gate.' If the
" Common took its name from the Parish, or the Parish

"from the Common, we know not.'
7 The district to the
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south of the Park Hill is called Woodhatch, possibly from
the gate or hatch that led into the great common or

wood called Earlswood, i.e., the Earl of Warren's. At
the entrance of the common on the north side, is a
tenement of land, now called the Hatch. The place, at

the time of the general survey, was called " Cherche-
felle

"
that is to say, Churchfield

;
but no mention is

made in Domesday of any Church here and the origin
of the name must be a matter of conjecture.
William the third third Earl of Surrey of the family

of Warren died in 1148, leaving an only daughter,
Isabel. This heiress married 1st William de Blois, Count
of Boulogne and Mortain, called by Dugdale (Bar., i, 75)
a natural son of King Stephen; by Speed (p. 464, and
the editor of Kapin, i, 211) the third and youngest son
of that king, and so recognised by modern authorities.

(Foster's Peerage, p. Ixxiv.) The widow took as her

second husband, Hamelin, natural son of Geoffry, Count
of Anjou, the illegitimate brother of King Henry II.

Henry II created this Hamelin Earl of Surrey on the

occasion of this marriage in 1163 with the heiress of the

Warrens, and later we find that he was created Earl of

Warren as well. The Countess died 13th July, 1199,
about three months after the death of King Richard I,

and Hamelin two years later, in 1201, in the third year
of John. This Earl Hamelin, within these two years
that he survived his wife, gave the advowson of the

Church at " Chechesfeld "
(Monasticon, ii, 85), together

with the advowsons of "Bechword and Leghe"
(Glover, see M. and B., p. 273), to the Prior and Canons
of S. Mary Overey in Southwark (their Church is now
called S. Saviour's), and the name of his Countess Isabel

is mentioned as one of those for whose soul's good the

donation was made (M. and B., p. 271, note). Stow's

account of S. Mary Overies derived from Linsted, its

last Prior, is as follows: "This Church or some other in
"
place thereof was of old time, long before the Conquest,

u a House of Sisters, founded by a maiden named Mary,
"unto the which house and sisters she left (as was left
" her by her parents) the oversight and profits of a cross
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"
ferry over the Thames, there kept before that any

"
bridge was builded. This House of Sisters was after-

"
wards, by Swithin, a noble lady, converted into a

"
College of Priests, who in place of the ferry builded

"a bridge of timber." The Priory was refounded on a

more magnificent scale for Canons Regular in 1106 by
William Pont de 1'Arche and William Dauncy, two
Norman knights, and dissolved October 14th, 1539, its

annual revenue being 624 : 6s. 6d.

The existing Church at Reigate appears to date from
the time of Earl Hamelin's donation. The four arches

starting from the west of the south arcade dating,

according to Gr. Gr. Scott, Esq., from the close of the

12th century, or the commencement of the 13th. The

foliage round these arches is a rare feature, and the

design is said to be somewhat suggestive of French
transition. The three arches, commencing from the

west on the north side, are thought to be somewhat
later. At the east end of the south arcade there is one

arch of Perpendicular character, and at the east end of

the north arcade are two arches of this date. The nave
is seventy-two feet five inches long to the foot of the

ascent. It is not rectangular. It is twenty-two inches

wider at the screens than at the west end. None of the

detached pillars of the arcades stand opposite to one
another. Until recently a portion of an inscription
could be seen on the south buttress, south-west angle,

showing that the Church underwent repair in 1631.

1631
Titchboru

Wardens.

The Church was re-seated in 1770, the work being
started in consequence of the legacy left by Mrs. Mary
Okes, of Redstone, for this purpose. Mrs. Okes is buried

under the centre aisle. M. and B. tell us (p. 314) "At
the west end of the Church is a gallery, and another on
the south side belonging to the maner of the Priory."
This latter is shown in T. Shaw's drawing, published by
James A. Brewer, Reigate. It filled the centre arch of
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the south arcade, and was approached by a staircase

which crossed the window immediately east of the south
door. Mr. Ridgway adds (p. 57):

"
Against the North

Wall in the North aisle of the Church A Gallery was
Erected in June, 1818, by subscription, for the use of

the familys of those that subscribed for them eleven

pews for eleven familys." To make way for these

galleries great works were undertaken. In M. and B. we
read (p. 314) that in their day, 1804, "the south aile
"
through its whole length is under one roof the nave

" and north aile as far as the chancel under another,
'

<l the north aisle of the chancel under a separate one
"
considerably higher than the rest, the whole being

covered with (Horsham) slate." The following altera-

tions were made after 1804, and probably in, or before
1818 : All the external buttresses of the aisles were
removed save two at the south-west angle. The gabled
roofs of the south aisle and the lean-to roof covering
the north aisle (which is four feet narrower than the
south aisle) were taken down. The north and south

walls were raised nine or ten feet (part of this erection

can still be seen on the south side), and flat plain plaster

ceilings were introduced. The windows on the north
side being low failed to light the gallery, and a row of

hideous light-holes were introduced into the new work.
In addition to this, all the tie beams and king-posts of

the great centre roof were removed. A cornice of the

meanest description was run along the wall plate, and a

plaster ceiling hid from view all the rafters. Local
tradition states that as the last tie beam was sundered,
the walls cracked so ominously that the workmen

hurriedly left the building, and later, iron tie rods were

introduced, as you see two remaining in the chancel, and

subsequently struts of timber stuccoed over and other

make-shift buttresses were erected against the aisle walls.

The nave, however, was ruined. About 1871 the late

Sir Patrick Colquhoun, who had attended a Sunday
afternoon service, said to my stepfather (Henry Lainson),
as he left the Church,

" You will have all your arches

down." My stepfather asked him what he meant, and
VOL. XI. P
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he said exactly what he had stated. The south arcade

of the nave hung in a great curve, the wall leaning over

seven and a-quarter inches, the enormous weight of the

timber and Horsham slate, deprived of the support of

ties and buttresses, had forced the arcades apart, and

they had gone further apart as they left the cross walls

at east and west. When Mr. Geo. Gilbert Scott

examined the building in 1873 he found that the roof

above the ceiling was coeval with the alterations made
at the time the Perpendicular arches had been added.

In his report he said: " The nave retains its old oak
roof of trussed rafters of large size, 5 in. x 7 in.

;

although the tie beams have been removed and
the whole is now concealed by lath and plaster." He
hoped to be able to jack up the south arcade, and that

the north arcade would stand but when the roof was
off and the gallery down our hopes faded. I remember

coming here one night in the spring of 1873, when the

bells were ringing, and we saw the movement of the

cracked tower and heard the grating of the north-west

pillar of the north arcade against the pew beside it,

whilst the chandeliers in the chancel oscillated as the

bells rose and fell. Mr. Scott advised that, owing to the

small stones used in the construction, and the soft nature

of the material, he saw no other course open than the

taking down of every arch and to our grief this had to

be done every stone was numbered and as far as

possible replaced. The bases of the pillars had been cut

away for pews and vaults, and only one fragment of a

base was found. This was discovered in its original

position at the foot of the north-west respond. Mr. Scott

has adopted this moulding for the circular and curved

pillars. As there was nothing to guide him as to the

character of the original bases to the octagonal shafts he
has placed them upon plain chamfered bases. This

rebuilding of the arches led to the destruction of one

peculiar feature, to which I must invite your attention.

I have before spoken of the one Perpendicular arch

at the east end of the south arcade, and of the two

Perpendicular arches at the east end of the north arcade
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these latter rest on a Perpendicular pillar. The
capital of the corresponding pillar on the south side is

Transitional towards the west, Perpendicular towards
the east. It is the original capital. In 1873, the

pillar had a straight joint, from the point of juncture
of the two styles in the capital, extending through its

entire height. Messrs. Franklyn, the builders, declined

to attempt a reproduction of this singular feature in the

shaft when they rebuilt it. On the base at the centre

of the column was found this coin. [The coin under

glass in an oaJc frame ivas here handed round.'] Mr.
Scott's theory was that the tower originally stood

between the nave and chancel, as in the old Church of

St. Martin's, Dorking. It may have fallen and destroyed
two arches to north, but Mr. Scott believed that as there

are at the west end one half circular, and one flat

respond so towards the east end the responds were
one flat, the other a half octagon and, that whilst it was

possible to cut away the wall and build up half a pillar
behind the half octagon on the south, the same process
could not be adopted behind the then flat respond on the

north. The span of this south-east arch is much less than

that of the other south arches. The pillar for the two

Perpendicular arches divides the space in the new work
into two equal parts on the north side perhaps the

staircase to the original tower stood there. You will

notice, the early hood moulding over the north-west win-

dow, and the peculiar and fine feature of the three steps

crossing the Church, before the screens, which Mr. Scott

held to be the arrangement at the time of the great
alteration in the 16th century. The screens, called by
M. and B. "

plain boarded," have been preserved. An
additional moulding has been added to the base, in my
memory, to hide decay ;

but it also hides a returned angle
in the original base on the north side, at what seemed to

be the starting point of the base of an altar, or of the

staircase to the destroyed rood loft. I trust that this

~ociety will congratulate us upon the retention of these

teresting old screens. When Mr. Scott and myself

xplored the roof, above the then modern plaster
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ceiling, we discovered that the original chancel roof

still existed, and that between each rafter was a plank of

oak, upon which Mr. Scott discovered the remains of

decoration in vermilion. Of the fifty-two pairs of

rafters in the nave roof, only ten pairs were sound

enough to be replaced. They are at the west end
;
and

Mr. Scott has introduced in the nave planks of oak

between the rafters, as in the original roof of the

chancel. When the roof was stripped, the end of the

original tie beams were discovered. Their proportions
were a trifle larger than those designed by Mr. Scott, and
a tie beam had originally crossed the nave immediately
to the west of the chancel arch, crossing and hiding the

top of the arch. Mr. Scott also found, from the

weathering of the west side of the north chancel wall

that that lean-to had been a few inches lower than the

roof he had designed. The height of the old south

gabled roof must have been very much what it is at

present. No traces remained to indicate the details of

the aisle roofs, so that as you see them, they are Gr. G.
Scott's. We had to ask for substantial repair not

ornament but we believe that the material and work-

manship were the best he could command. I believe the

idea of the south aisle roof is taken from the chancel of

Wingham Church, in Kent. Mr. Scott assigned the

tower and the west end and the projecting sanctuary
at the east to the date indicated by the discovered coin.

The tower was, in 1873, in a very dilapidated con-

dition, the west and south sides were covered with
brown stucco, the east and north showed the local stone

in wretched repair, the upper portion of the tower was
much cracked, the upper portion of the bell frames
abutted against the walls, arid the beautiful bells placed
in the tower in 1784, in place of six earlier ones, had no
doubt hastened the mischief. The tower must have
been built originally in very dry weather or with too

sparing a use of water, for the great stones could be
lifted off their beds, free of all mortar. To restore the
tower no less a sum than 2,500 was necessary, but this

included the new west window and west door. The
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perished local fire stone had been coated over with
brown stucco, and by a careful study of the portions of

original mouldings thus preserved Mr. Scott was enabled
to reproduce these important features. You will notice

that the west window is not placed over the centre of

the west door. Mr. Scott's conservative spirit rightly
led him to reproduce this peculiarity he held that he
was bound to hand on every line of the old building that

he could. And he held also that the old builders had

good reason for their want of symmetry, the staircase in

the north-west angle making that side weaker than the

south. The stone used in the restoration is from the

hard bed of the famous Doulting quarries. The windows
of the south aisle had been renewed in Bath stone at a
date that I have not found, and the south porch was

repaired at the expense of the late Mrs. Battley; the

original roof relieved of its plaster remains in the porch.
The original north aisle windows, though small, are of

excellent design ; they had suffered terribly from the

softness of the materials employed ; externally they have
been reproduced in some measure, although I have
noticed that in the reconstruction of some of them the

old and valuable method of working the mouldings
on large rough blocks has not been adhered to, small

worked stones with the mouldings being built in the

form of an arch, and the wall made good to these a

modern, but not a picturesque method. I desire also to

raise my feeble voice against the removal of the iron

stauncheons and cross bars from the outside of old

windows. This is frequently done when modern painted

glass is inserted. Every old window loses both in effect

and stability from this removal of the iron work. It

had been done very generally in this Church, but happily
for its beauty the Church was broken into, and the value

of the old iron work having been thus practically demon-

strated, it was carefully replaced where destroyed.
The chancel had undergone great alterations in or

before 1845. "The chancel roof (says Mr. Scott) is

"similar to the nave roof, and much in the same con-
"
dition. It is now concealed by a panelled ceiling of
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"fair design put up in 1845. In the north and south
" chantries the panelled ceilings are lower a good deal

"than the collars of the rafter trusses," and of course

they entirely change the appearance of the old building.

They were doubtless designed to suit the east windows
inserted at the same date. The only original tie beam
that survived the alterations of 1818 is that remaining
in the south chapel.

I do not know what the east windows of the chapels
were like. The great east window was very similar

to the west window, but it had five lights. Ambrose
Glover says that it was very large and handsome, it was
in keeping with the side windows and sedilia, and with

the reredos, the remains of which were discovered

behind the wainscot in 1845. On each side of the east

window in the north chantry there are marks of niches,
similar to those in the great chancel. The canopies
have been cut off level with the wall and the niches

themselves filled up. (A fine stoup of apparently the

same date had been treated in the same manner. It

was just on the east side of the south door, and a portion
of its canopy or that of the centre niche of the reredos

was found in the cavity, with the remains of rich colour-

ing and gilding fresh upon it, in 1873.) On the north

side of the north chapel stands the old vestry, with a

room containing a library above it, and over the vestry
door in the church is an inscription deserving of notice

which may be thus translated :

"Be it remembered that in the year 1513 John Skinner, gent., as

well with 10 given for the soul of Richard Knight, 40 shillings for

the soul of William Laker, Esq., with 18/6 for the soul of Allice

Holmenden, as also with 13/4 for the soul of Geo. Longeville, left to

be disposed of by the aforesaid John Skinner, as an 103 shillings and
4d. of his own money for the souls of his own parents, hath for the

honour of God caused this porch to be built. On whose souls God
have mercy. Amen."

From an inscription, now lost, copied at the time of

the visitation of the county by Samuel Thompson, and

Augustin Vincent, Rouge Croix Pursuivant, deputies to

William Camden, Clarencieux, A.D. 1623, c. 3, fol. 251,



REIGATE CHURCH AND MONUMENTS. 195

&c., in Coll. Arm., we find that John Skinner died

8th March, 1516:

"Orate pro anima Joins Skynner generosi, qui obiit 8 die mensis

Martii, 1516, anno regni Regis Henrici octavi octavo, cujus anie

propicitur Dens. Amen."

Another inscription that existed at that time ran

" Here lieth buried Mary, the wife of George Holmeden, of Lingfield,
in the Countie of Surrey, gent., and one of the daughters of John

Skynner, late of Rigate, Esq., deceased, while he lived, who departed
this mortal life at Rigate, 1578.

Also one on a monument containing various escutcheons,

viz., Skinner, impaling Colcoke, the same impaling

Barley, Newdigate, Poyntz, &c.

" This monument was erected by Alice, one of the daughters of John

Poyntz, of Alderley, in the Countie of Gloucester, Esq., in memorie of

hir loveing husband John Skynner, Esq., the onely sonne of John

Skyuner, Esq., one of the Clerk controvlers of the household to the

high and mighte Prince Queeue Elizabeth, which John deceised the 19

day of May, A.D. 1584."

This J. S. represented Reigate in parliament of 14

Elizabeth. This monument is alluded to again in M.
and B., p. 319, in these words "At the east end of the

"north chancel is a large altar tomb of Sussex marble,
"on each side are 3 coats of arms, and one at the
"
end, but intirely defaced. The inscription also round

"the edge (if in reality there ever was one) is totally

"illegible" it was probably on brass, and had been
removed. In Mrs. Peter Martin's copy of M. and B.,
annotated in pencil by Ambrose Glover, I see that this

monument was "taken down by Mr
,
the

"
antiquary mentioned in the preface to M. and B., and

"
literally broken to pieces. The inscription was then

"gone."
On a brass plate fixed in a gravestone in the chancel

" Orate pro Anima Katherine Skynner Vidve, iiuper uxoris Johannia

Skynner Armigeri que obiit viii. die Septembris Ao. 1545, Cujus a'ie

propicietur Deus. Amen."
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On another

"Pray for the soule of Elizabeth Skynner, second wife of James

Skynner, of Rigate, Esq., which Elizabeth deceased the 29 of Avgvst
in the yeare ovr Lord God 1549. On whose soule Christ have mercy.
Amen."

On another-

" Here lieth buried James Skynner of Rigate in the countie of Surrey

Esquire, which died the xxx. day of July in the year of ovr Lord God
1558. Upon whose sovle ovr Lord have mercy. Amen."

These inscriptions were all destroyed before 1804.

The Skynners had the impropriation of the Rectory
soon after the dissolution of the Priory of Southwark.
The remaining monuments in the Church suffered

terribly in 1845. In that year the tomb of the Elyotts,
father and son, now at the east end of the north chapel,
was removed from the north wall of the sanctuary, and
its beautiful canopy destroyed.

Richard Elyot, of Reigate and Albury, inherited the

manor of the Rectory of Reigate in right of Elizabeth

his mother, sister and heiress of John SIdnner. Richard
died 21st December, 1608, leaving Richard his son and

heir, who died unmarried, 28th February, 1612, in the

24th year of his age. This young man was in the

service of Henry, Prince of Wales, brother of King
Charles I. His effigy lies above that of his father.

Upon the front of this tomb were the kneeling figures of

Rachel, widow of Richard Elyot, senior, daughter of

Matthew Pointz, of Alderley (called Acton on R. Elyott's

monument), in Gloucestershire; and their six surviving

daughters. Close to this monument as it stood in the

sanctuary was that of Katherine Elyott. M. and B.

says the canopy was alabaster (Grlover says freestone

coloured). Katherine was the fifth daughter of Richard

Elyott, and the monument was erected by her sister

Rachel, wife of Roger Trappes, late of Chalham. The

inscription is preserved in M. and B. The figure, a very
fine specimen of its date, as regards dress and execu-

tion, is now placed in the sedilia of the south chapel.
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Another daughter and co-heiress of Richard Elyott
married Edward, the only son of Sir Edward Thurland,
Kt., Solicitor to James, Duke of York, afterwards

James II, and a Baron of the Exchequer. Sir E. Thur-
land's tablet was above the Elyott tomb in the sanctuary.
Sir Edward Thurland died 1682; Elizabeth Thurland
nee Elyott, 1641; her husband, Edward Thurland, gent.,
in 1687. Edward and Elizabeth left three sons, of whom
the eldest, Edward, married Frances, daughter of Sir

Edward Alford, of Offington, Sussex. She died in

1694, and their son Edward, the last of the race in

the male line, December 19th, 1731, aged 62. Their
tombstones lie before the altar. The arms of Elyott :

Azure a fess or. The arms of Thurland : Ermine, on a

chief indented gules, three T's or.

The tomb to the left of the Elyotts at the east end
of the north chapel is that of Sir Thomas Bludder and
his wife, Mary, the daughter of Christopher Herries,

Esq., of Shenfield, in Margareting, in Essex. Sir Tho-
mas Bludder purchased the manor, mansion house, and
mill called Flaunchford Mill, Hartswood, and other pro-

perty in Reigate, Buckland, Leigh, Horley, and Beach-

worth, for 3,300. Sir Thomas was First Commissioner
of the Victualling Office in the reign of James I. His

wife died Saturday, 25th October, 1618, and he the

same day in the week following, November 1st the

same year. Over the front of the tomb in the centre

were the arms of Bludder : Gules, a dexter arm bent or,

the hand proper. On the left corner the arms of

Herries, or on a bend azure, three cinque foils argent.

On the right corner Bludder impaling Herries. The
small figure of a female child now in a window sill

in the north chapel was removed from its position at

the feet of its parents on this tomb. Over the vestry
door was the tablet to the memory of his son, another

Sir Thomas Bludder, erected to his memory by his

third wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Bret. He
died 29th September, 1655, having

made his Will 17th

July preceding. He suffered imprisonment in the cause

of King Charles.
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The Ladbroke monument, now unhappily hidden by
the organ, is a very fine specimen of the art of the 18th

century, and for material and execution is deserving of

attention.

The little brass, north wall, north aisle, is one of

the oldest remaining. It is

"To the memory of Anthony Gilmyn. 23 August, 1575."

A second tablet, with a similar inscription, formerly
existed in the north side of the chancel. Bryant says:
" The monuments in the Church have suffered terribly,
but it is to be remembered that one of the most illustrious

families buried here had scarcely any memorial at all."

And until the brass on the south wall of the sanctuary
was erected two years ago (through the strenuous

exertions of the present venerated Vicar, the Rev. J.

Newman Harrison), "Lord Howard of Effingham, Earle
" of Nottinghame, Lorde Highe Admyrall of Englande,
" Generall of Queene Elizabethes Navy Royall, att sea
"
agaynst the Spanyards Invinsable Navy," rested under

the altar, with no stone or tablet to record his name.

Against the statement in Manning and Bray, "under the

chancel is a large vault belonging to the manor of the

Priory, and made by the Lord Howard of Effingham, the

first grantee of that estate, in which are buried many of

that family particularly the following:" Ambrose Glover
once noted "No, nor half of them," but by the kind-

ness of the Vicar, I have been able to consult the registers
the first volume of which dating from 1556 to 1610, has

been so splendidly repaired and rebound at the expense
of Mr. Granville Leveson Gower, and I am thus able to

testify to the accuracy of the historian as to the names,

though the dates printed do not always agree with the

entries.

The Registers of the Howard interments run as

follows :

"Ano. 1572 Janouarye. The xith dale beinge Sondaie in ye
breaking of daye, dyed or deptyd. ye Riggte honorabell Lorde ye Lord

Wyllya Howarde and Lorde Preevy Sealle, and was buryed ye xxix
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daye of this same monthe of Janowarye, on whosse soulle God have

mercye. Amen."

He was the 1st Lord Howarde of Effinghame.

" William Howard, eldest son of Thomas, 2nd Duke
of Norfolk by his second wife, advanced to the degree
and dignity of a Baron by the title of Lord Howard of

Effingham, by Queen Elizabeth, in March, 1553, and in

the same month made Lord Admiral of England, Ireland

and Wales, and in the April following took his seat

among the Peers of the Realm, and on the 8th of that

month was constituted Lord Admiral and Lieutenant-

General of all her Forces at Sea. He was also Lord
.Chamberlain of Her Household.

" In October, 1554, he was elected Knight of the

Garter. Attended King Hen. VIII to Calais, 24 H. VIII.
" Sent to Scotland to present James V with Order of

the Garter.

"Sent Ambassador with Lord Cobham to the Spaniards.
" Sent against the Earle of Westmorland at the time

of the Rebellion, by Elizabeth.

"Was one of the Peers at the trial of the Duke of

Norfolk.

"By his Will, dated May 6, llth of Eliz., he

bequeathed hys body to be buried in the Chancel of the

Parish Church of Reigate, in Surrey, appointing a tomb
there to be made for him. He was appointed Lord

Privy Seal in 1572. He died on 11 January 157f.
"There are 3 Leaden Coffins in this vault standing

one upon the other, the lowermost of the three is

supposed to contain the Body of this Lord Howard, as

the other two are known by their inscriptions." (Ambrose
Glover, MS. History of the Priory.}

The next entry has reference to his widow, Margaret,

daughter of Sir Thomas Gamage, Knt. :

"1581, Maye the xviii daye, beinge Thorsdaie, betwene 3 and 4 of

the clok in the afternoone of the same dale, dyed or departed this

presinte life, the Right Honorabell the Lady Margarete Howarde
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Wjddoo late the wyffe of the Right honorabell the Lord Wyllya
Howarde Lorde Prevye Sealle the wee Ladye Margarete was buryed
the xix daye of Maye and the funeralle kepte the viii dale of June."

"1599 (not 98), September the 20 day, departed Mrs. Kateren

Howard, daugter to the Righte Honor. L. Willm. Howard, L. Privie

Sealle, and sister to Charles Howard . . . Earle of Nottinghame,
L. highe Admyrale of Englande. She was burried and made her

funerale the xxii of September, being Saterday folowing."

Sir William Howard, of Lingfield, a younger son of

the said Lord
"
September Anno Dne. 1600. The first beinge Monday beetwen

4 arid 5 of the clocke in the afternon of the same daie, dyed or

departed this lyfe the Righte Worshopfull Sir William Howard,
Esquire, Brother to the Earle of Nottyngam. Whc Sir William
Howard was buryed the tewsday nexte. beinge the ii daie of September,
and the funerall kepte the xxvi day of September, beinge Fryday, he

died at Croydon at Halinge House, and Buryed . . at Reigat in

the Vaute."
'

"
1608, November the xii daie, was buryed a sonne of the . . .

Honorable Charles Howard, Earle of Nottinggham, and Margerett, his

wyffe."

Lady Howard, relict of Sir W. H., of Lingfield
" 1615 (March, M and B) the i daie was bur: the Righte Worshopp-

full the Lady Howarde, Late Wyfe unto Sr. Willm. Howard deceased."

" 1620 the August ii daie was buryed the righte Honorable Knyghte
Sir Edwarde Howard," (eldest son Sir W. H., of Lingfield. M. and B.)

"knighted 1602. Cupbearer to James I, and served in Parliament

for Reigate. He died unmarried in 1620. This coffin is placed upon
that of the Earl of Nottingham, and is made of lead, and is in shape

nearly as under." (A. G., MS. History of Priory.)
"
1642, Oct. 8, the Righte Honorable Charles, Earle of Nottingham,

was buryed."

u
1650, Feb. 11, Mary, Countess of Nottingham."

"
1652, Martii 14, Sir Charles Howard Knight"

(a younger son of Sir W. H., of Lingfield).
"
1681, May 4, Charles Earle of Nottinghame"

(3rd Earl).

The entry of the burial of the great Earl is

follows:
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"
1624, the xxiii dai of December, at night, was buryed the Right

Honorable Charles, Earle of Nottingham."

The 1st Earl. He died, as the inscription on the

left side of the coffin ("in the form of the roof of a

house.
7 '

Ridgway) tells, on the 14th of the same month,

aged 87. This Earl has claims upon the gratitude of

English Churchmen apart from his doings as High
Admiral.

In 1604 John de Sacrobosco, or Holywood (as he

called himself), told a tale with reference to the Conse-

cration of Archbishop Parker, of which the Ven. Francis

Mason, in his Vindication of the English Church, published
in London, 1625, quotes as follows (Mason's work was

published the year after Howard's death): "That at the

"sign of the Nag's Head were assembled all those who
"had been nominated to the Bishopricks then vacant,
" and that Scory laid his hands upon the candidates who
" were to be made Bishops at the beginning of Queen
" Elizabeth's reign ;

and that some of them did the same
" to Scory in their turn," and as a witness to this wonder-
ful story, he brought forward one Neale, according to

Champneys, belonging to the household of Bonner, or as

Sacrobosco says, his chaplain, who neither gave his

testimony on oath before a Judge, but whispered it in a

corner: "Yet it hath pleased God to preserve for us
1 ' one witness venerable for his great age and every way
" above the reach of exception. I mean Charles Howard,
" Earl of Nottingham, and late Lord High Admiral of
"
England, who in the year 1616 being asked by a friend

"whether or no he was invited (since he was of age

"sufficient) to honour the Consecration of Archbishop
" Parker and the solemnity thereof with his presence,
" answered that he was indeed invited and earnestly
"entreated to be present at it. Being again asked to

"what place he was invited, and particularly whether it

" was to be the Nag's Head. <

By no means,' he replied,
" < but to the Palace at Lambeth,' whither he also declared

"that he went on the day appointed for that very pur-
"
pose. He moreover positively asserted that he was also

"
present, with many other noble Lords, at the entertain-
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merit (which is wont to be very magnificent) on the very
same day of the consecration. All which he affirmed

that he remembered perfectly well. And being likewise

asked why Parker was so very earnest in inviting him,
" and he so readily willing to gratify Parker, he gave this
"
particular and remarkable reason ' because they were

"related the one to the other." Mason's Vindication,

p. 339, Ed. 1625.) The testimony of Lord Howard is

confirmed by the statement drawn up by the Rev. W.
Hampton, Rector of Worth, 1721, now or lately in the

possession of Rev. C. H. Borrer, Rector of Hurstpier-

point. Mr. W. H. wrote: "My great grandfather, John

Hampton, Vic. of Ryegate in Surrey, was Chaplaine to

Charles, Earle of Nottinghame, Lord High Admiral in

Queen Eliz. reigne. My own grandfather, Rector of

Blechingley in Surrey, was Chaplaine to that Earle's

eldest sonne. Now the following I have several times

heard from my owne grandfather, who had it from his

father and his own Lorde, who both had it from the old

Earle of Nottinghame's owne mouth the same account

I have also often had from my owne father as told him

by my grandfather, and is as follows :

"

" In the beginning of King James his reigne, there came out a book
under the name of Sanders with the story of the Nagg's head ordination.

This book made a great noyse and was wonderfully cry'd up by the

Roman Catholics as sapping the whole Reformation at once by destroy-

ing the Episcopacy.
" This book was shewed to King James and upon his reading of it,

it stratled (sic) him. Upon this he cald his Privy Council and shewed
it them, and withal told 'em that he was a stranger among 'em, and
knew nothing of the matter, and directing himself to the Archbishop
who was present, My Lord (says he) I hope you can proA

re and make

good your ordination for by my sol, man (sayes he), if this story be true

we are no church. The Archbishop replied that he had never heard
the story before but did not question but he could detect the forgery of it,

and by examining the Lambeth register could prove Archbishop Parker's

ordination. Att another Privy Council upon the same account, the

old Earle of Nottinghame was present, and when 'twas debated the

old Earle stood up and told the King and Council, he could give them
full satisfaction as to that matter upon his own personal knowledge,
for (says he), Archbishop Parker's ordination made a great noyse about
towne that he was to be ordained such a daye in Lambeth Chappel
which drew a great deal of Company thither, and out of Curiosity I
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went thither myself, and was present at his ordination, and he was
ordained by the form in King Edward's Common Prayer Book. I

myself (said he) had the book in my hand all the time and went along
with the ordination and when it was over I dined with 'em, and there

was an instrument drawn up of the form and order of it which
instrument I saw and read over. Some time after (I being acquainted
with the Archbishop and being at Lambeth with him) he told me he

had sent that instrument to Corpus Christi College in Cambridge to be

laid up in their Library in perpetuam rei memoriam, and sayes the old

Earle I believe it may be in the Library still if your Majesty please to

have it searched for. By my sol man (says ye King) thou speakest
to the purpose. We must see this instrument, and this puts the thing
out of dispute. Upon this a messenger was sent, the instrument found

and brought to the King, he shewed it and had it read in Council and

desired the old Earle of Nottinghame to look upon it and see if he

could remember whether it was the original instrument which was drawn

up at the ordination. The Earle perusing of it declared it was ye
original he saw and read when Archbishop Parker was ordained. The

King upon this addressing himself to several Popish Lords who were
then present in Council, My Lords, sayes he, what do you now think

of ye matter; they all declared their abhorrence of the forgery of ye

Nagg's head ordination and several of 'em upon it left the Popish
Communion, and came over to ye Church of England declaring that

Church not fitt to be trusted with their souls who would invent and

abett such a notorious falsity.
" For truth of this I witness my hand."

" Wm
Hampton, Rector of Worth,

1721."

1 See Bailey, Ordlnum Sacrorum in Ecclesia Anglicana Defensio,
London and Oxford, 1870. Part II, pp. 14, 15 and 16.
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