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COMPTON CHURCH.

By J. LEWIS ANDRE, F.S.A.

OF the twenty-five parishes in England which bear
the name of Compton, probably there is not one

which can surpass Coinpton in Surrey in simple rural

beauty, or in the interesting character of its church, an
edifice which possesses the unique feature of a double
sanctuary and also enshrines the oldest piece of Norman
woodwork known in England. 1

Pleasantly situated near the great chalk ridge of hills,

called the Hog's Back, Compton appears to have been
early chosen as a dwelling place, and in Saxon times

had already a church, as we learn from the following-

notice of the parish in Domesday Boole:—"In Godel-
minge Hundred, Walter Fitz-Other holds Contone, which
Brixe held of King Edward. It was then assessed at

fourteen hides, now at eleven hides. The arable land

amounts to ten carucates. There are three carucates in

demesne ; and twenty-one villains ; and eight cottars

with six carucates. There are seven bondmen ; and
seven acres of meadow. There is a church. In the time

of King Edward it was valued at £8, afterwards at £6,

and at present at £9." The benefice is a rectory, and
in the taxation of 20 of Edward I (1291) it was valued

1 This church was visited by the Surrey Archaeological Society on

June 29th, 1855, and on August 6th, 1861.
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2 COMPTON CHURCH.

at 25 marks per annum, but burdened with a pension of

8s. In the subsequent account in the King's Books of

Henry VIII, the value was stated to be £15 :4s. 9\d.,

with the payment to the king for tenths, of £1 : 10s. o^d.,

and 9s. 8%dr to the Archdeacon for ecclesiastical dues.

There are five manors in this parish, and to one of them,

called Westbury, the advowson was annexed. In the

reign of Edward II this manor was in the possession of

Henry de Guildford, and in the time of Edward III the

executor of do Guildford conveyed half the manor and
the living to the Abbot and Convent of Dureford, near

Petersfield, a Premonstratensian house of canons, which
had been previously much benefited by the same family,

one of whom, another Henry de Guildford, in the pre-

ceding century, had bequeathed 500 marks to this

monastery. 1 Respecting the donation of the benefice of

Compton, Mr. Blaaw states that it was bestowed upon
the Dureford monks at the request of John de Longton,
Bishop of Chichester, on account of the poverty of their

house, and it continued in their hands until the Dissolu-

tion, when it passed to some trustees, and then into the

possession of the Mores of Loseley, with whom it

remained until its sale to the then rector, Dr. Edward
Fulham, in 1686, and from the latter s grandson it was
transferred to the Molyneux family, its present possessors.

Among the rectors may be mentioned Thomas de
Brampton, instituted April 21st, 1368, who was cited for

non-residence on March 16th, 1380; but, by reason of

his age and infirmities, he was allowed a coadjutor, John
Bures, a canon of Dureford. 2 Another incumbent, Rev.
Mirth Waferer, rector in 1637, was in December, 1640,

called in question by the Parliament, for speaking scan-

dalous words concerning the Lords, who petitioned the

King in the North, and for which he appears to have
been deprived of his living of Compton. The Rev. Dr.

Edward Fulham, before mentioned, seems to have been
a faithful servant of both Charles I and Charles II, and

1 See Sussex Archaeological Collections, Vol. VIII, p. 68.

I
See Manning and Bray's Surrey, Vol. II, p. 13, n.
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to have suffered much through his adherence to their

cause.

The registers commence in 1G39, and there is a most

interesting churchwarden's book, the first entry in which
is dated the " 19 daye of Marche Anno Dili 1570."

The contents of this volume are of much value, and the

binding is most remarkable, being apparently formed
out of part of an office book called a Processional, and
which once belonged to the Abbey of Hyde, near

Winchester. The date of this curious fragment is late

in the 15th century, and exhibits a notice of the proces-

sions on Low Sunday and other times.
1

Compton is one of the parishes to which a bequest was
made by Henry Smith, who left it 40s. annually, out of

an estate at Warbleton, Sussex. 2

About ten churches in Surrey are dedicated to St.
• • •

Nicholas, and of these, three are in the almost adjoining

parishes of Guildford, Pepper-harrow, and Compton, a

peculiarity which we find in another part of the county,

where the three adjoining churches of Burstow, Horley,

and Leigh, are called after St. Bartholomew.

Some writers, 3 rinding that the church of St. Nicholas,

Compton, is mentioned in Domesday Boole, do not hesitate

to say, that "no doubt much of the present structure

was standing when that survey was made;" but the

logic of this statement appears defective, from the

simple reason that the mere fact of a place possessing

a church at the time of the Conquest, does not in any

way assure us that it had a substantial building likely

to last to the present day, and we know for a certainty

that many of the Saxon edifices were speedily replaced

by others when they came into the hands of the new
comers, being probably either ruinous or unsuited to the

views of the Normans, who, as Malmesbury tells us,

1 At Fittleworth, Sussex, the parchment cover of a register Avas

found by Mr. Blaaw to contain a dispensation from Pope Leo X,

enabling the incumbent of Arundel to hold a plurality of benefices.

See Archaeological Journal, Vol. VII, p. 214.
2 Manning and Bray's Surrey, Vol. II, p. 15.

3 See ibid. Manning's work was published in 1809,

b2



4 COMPTON CHURCH.

were delighted to erect noble buildings. As regards

the church now under consideration, there appears to

be no part earlier than the middle of the 12th cen-

turv. The plan of the building comprises a western

lower, nave and aisles of three bays each, south porch,

a chancel of two bays, the eastern of which is two-

storied, a projecting building on the south side of the

chancel, now containing a staircase, and finally a

northern vestry.

Probably the chancel is slightly older than the rest

of the edifice, being well-defined Norman in character

;

the nave, aisles, and tower are of a date when this style

was just beginning to give way to the Early Pointed

one, but although nearly contemporaneous, the south

aisle must be rather later than the nave, as is indicated

by the straight joint in the external face of the masonry
of the west wall. The southern projection is of un-

certain date, the south porch and the vestry are modern.
The church was repaired in 1843, when east and west

galleries were removed, and open benches introduced

;

further restorations were also made in 1869.

The most remarkable feature in this church is the

double sanctuary, which is considered unique in England,
and I have heard of no instance abroad which is precisely

similar, although there are many examples of double,

or rather two-storied churches and chancels, as at St.

Katherine's, Lubeck, and St. Gereon's, Cologne, but

in all the instances I have read of, the entire church

or chancel is double, and not the sanctuary bay alone

as is the case here. It is said that formerly the upper
story was reached from the exterior of the church, an
idea which may have arisen from the presence of the

doorway, now blocked up, in the south face of the

excrescence in which the present modern Avoodcn stairs

arc placed ; but this doorway is much later in date than

the chancel and is not in its original position, as, to

speak plainly, it is a doorwav turned inside out. An
external staircase may have originally been the means
of access to the upper sacrarium, as in some examples
of double chancels the top story was so approached. It
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is the case at Schwartz Reindolf, near Bonn, a church

consecrated in 1148, a date in all probability not far

apart from that of our Compton example ; on the other

hand, at St. Kathcrine's, Lubeck, the entrance was inside

the lower choir. The present wooden stairs probably

replace a newel staircase of stone, and although the

existing enclosing building has a Norman lancet, it is

most likely of no great age, although it appears, as at

this moment, in a view taken early in this century.

Some have suggested that the upper sanctuary was
a Lady chapel, 1 but I am more inclined to think that

it may have been dedicated either to St. Catherine or

St. Michael, as the former saint has many chapels named
in her honour erected on raised sites, in memory of her

legendary translation to Mount Sinai, 2 and St. Michael
having in several continental churches galleries in which
are altars dedicated to him, as at Monreale, Saulieu, and
Vezelay, in France. I am of opinion that the latter is

the most probable dedication, as the great archangel

was much honoured in England in Saxon and Norman
times. 3

The walls of the lower sanctuary are much thicker

than those of the upper one and of the western part of

the chancel, a feature which causes the eastern bay or

sacrarium to be narrower than the western, the increased

thickness being required to counteract the thrust of the

groining with which the lower sanctuary is ceiled.

1 See Dr. Neale's Introduction- to his translation of Durandus on
Symbolism, p. lxxxix.

2 There is an example of this, close to Compton, at St. Catherine's

Hill, Guildford.
3 "In the Romano-Auvergnat " there is said to be a church with

a "tower still retainiug, in accordance with an ancient canon, an altar

dedicated to St. Michael." There AVas a curiously raised altar in a

north chapel at Horsham Church, Sussex, and another at Bosham,
in the same county. At Ingham, Norfolk, there are indications of

an altar in a raised chamber on the north side of the church, Altars

in rood-lofts were not uncommon at home and abroad ; the piscinas

connected with them remain in some cases. There is a Norman
example at Great Hallingbury, Essex, and another of later date at

Eastbourne, Sussex.
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Vaulting is not common in the parish churches of Surrey,

though we find some at St. Nicholas, Guildford; and most
likely the artificers at Compton knew hut little of its con-

struction, as they set out their work wrongly, not per-

ceiving that the diagonal ribs must be irregular curves,

and not segments of circles, in order to make the ribs and
the filling in between them coincide and agree. Still we
must not be too hard on our mediaeval workmen, as the

same fault is to be seen in a costly London church
erected only a few years back. The arch in front of

the sacrarium is of pure Norman work and beautifully

enriched; the elegant overlapping cusped work is not

very often met with, and is characteristic of the latest

period of the style; it occurs at New Shoreham, Sussex,

and at Orpington and New Romney, Kent. Abroad
the same sort of cusping is employed in later Gothic
work, as at Amiens Cathedral, and something of the

same kind is often seen in English Perpendicular de-

signs, as on a screen at St. Alban's. Above the cusping

is a label with the dog-tooth ornament, another late

characteristic. The flooring of the upper chamber is

at present a wooden one, which no doubt replaces one
of stone or tiles.

The chancel arch is slightly pointed, and may be a

year or two later than that of the eastern bay; it has a

chevron moulding over the face of a roll, as is sometimes
seen in transitional work. The nave arches, three on
each side, have simple square-edged soffits, with a typical

transitional label on the nave faces only. The chancel

and nave arches arc so nearly semicircular that they

scarcely show that they are in reality pointed, a feature

occasionally seen in very early Gothic, and which
implies that the workmen scarcely trusted the strength

of the newly invented two-centred arch. The columns

are all circular, each measuring seven feet two inches in

girth ; the responds or half-pillars at the east and west

ends are also round. The capitals show the change

from Norman to Early Pointed in a very clear manner

;

the north arcade has one cap with fluted or invecked

carving, like a Norman example at Steyning, Sussex,
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but the others are of a decidedly Early Pointed character

and display some beautiful ,'

foliage work. The tower
I

arch of the same date is per-

fectly plain, so that there

is a progressive enrichment
of the arcades from west to

east.
1

There is no west door-

way, as is the case at Chid-

dingfold and Dunsfold, in

the immediate neighbour-

hood. The modern porch
replaces another, probably
of no great age, but which
Manning informs us had
a round-headed outer en-

trance. The inner doorway
is a very good late Norman
one, though it seems to

have been much restored;

it has two orders, the inner

having a simple edge -roll

running round arch and
jambs, the outer order bears

the chevron moulding with

a label over, combined with

chamfered imposts, and the

jambs are shafted. Like

many early churches a

northern doorway was
immediately opposite the

southern one ; it is now
blocked up, but bears the same continuous edge-roll on
its single order as we see in the other entrance.

1 Perhaps the most remarkable example of graduated decoration

occurs at St. Martin's, Ancaster, Lincolnshire, where the Norman nave

has four arches, the westernmost being quite plain, the next having

two simple orders, the next enriched mouldings, and the easternmost

two orders of chevron mouldings.

Capital and Base, Nave Pillar
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The windows furnish examples in all styles: at the

cast end of the lower sanctuary is a plain Norman
lancet, which by the deep splay inside shows how thick

the east wall is; two large lancets of First Pointed date

have been inserted in the west bay of the chancel, but

a similar window in the lower stage of the tower is

modern, as is the large east window, which replaces one

of debased character.

The east end of the north aisle has an excellent two-

light Early Decorated window; one similarly placed in

the south aisle shows the same design, but is of a later

date, the first-named being geometrical in treatment,

the latter being flowing traccricd. The south aisle has

two-light square-headed Perpendicular openings, and
there is a three-light one of the same date on the north

side of the chancel.

The tower, like many early ones, has no newel
staircase, the belfry windows are very small lancets, and
the whole is capped by a fairly lofty spire, covered with

oak shingles.

A continuous roof covers both nave and aisles, as is

usual in similar buildings of 12th century date. This

arrangement, as the naves were generally not very lofty,

occasioned the aisles to be very narrow, as we see here,

where they are less than eight feet in width, but no in-

convenience was felt from this, as aisles were originally

used for processional purposes only, and not congrega-

tional ones. The nave roof is a tie-beam one with king-

posts and curved braces. The perfectly plain lean-to

roofs of the aisles are modern, but probably correct

reproductions of the original ones. The roof of the

chancel is now panelled; it dates from the restoration of

this fabric in 1843, and replaces one of waggon shape

with open rafters.

The fittings of Compton Church possess nearly as

much interest as the building itself, and first in im-

portance is the very curious wooden screen which fences

in the west side of the upper chapel ; it is the oldest

known to exist in England, and is about 1180 in date.

Not only is it of the greatest interest from its antiquity,
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but from its exhibiting the earliest form in which wooden
screen-work appeared in the Gothic style, and will serve

as a contrast to the elaborate and beautiful example at

Charlwood, inspected by our Society two years ago
;

one which displays the latest development of the wooden
screen-work, of which the specimen at Compton may be
considered the germ. This Norman screen comprises

nine round-headed arches carried on octagonal pillars

which spring from a solid beam or sill, and the whole is

capped by a massive cornice slightly moulded. It is

engraved in Parker's Glossary, Vol. II, pi. 126, but the

details are incorrectly rendered ; it has been called a

rood-screen, which is a mistake, for though the mediawal
one, at one time here, has perished, the excellent

chancel screen of Jacobean date remains perfect, witli its

lofty folding holy-doors, but unfortunately it has been
removed from its proper position and placed at the

bottom of the nave, where it serves to fence in the

organ. It is interesting and instructive to compare the

12th and 17th century screens, for as the architecture of

the latter period was a return to classic forms, we have

before us two examples widely differing as to date, but

alike in the leading features of their design. It is much
to be desired that when the third restoration of this

church takes place, the chancel screen should be replaced

where our 17th century ancestors intended it to have

been. It may be mentioned here, that in the Survey

of Chantries, made in the third year of Edward VI, we
are informed that the rood light at Compton was
endowed with land of the yearly value of IQd.

Besides fencing in the chancel at its west end the

pious donors of the screen, in the 17th century, placed

Very excellent altar rails before the sanctuary, and they

appear to have also furnished the pulpit. A glance at

these several fittings shows that they are all of the same
style of design, and are extremely characteristic of the

period to which they belong.

In the south wall of the chancel are two blocked-up

squints, which by their position indicate that the altar

originally stood at some distance from the east wall, as
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is the custom dating from very early times, in the whole
of Eastern Christendom. The hagioscope in the east

jamb of the sanctuary arch must have been looked

through from the stairs-turret to the upper chapel, and
is of an unusual shape, resembling a loop-hole in a

mediaeval castle. The western squint commanded a

view of the high altar from the south aisle.

The lower sanctuary has a plain piscina of uncertain

date, and west of it is an equally unadorned recess,

which may have served for the reception of the altar

cruets; a similar arrangement is seen at Frensham. A
plain piscina of Norman date exists in the upper chapel,

whilst in the south aisle there is another, which has a

pretty trefoiled arch and a projecting moulded drain;

it is about 1350 in date. Perhaps the piscina of the

north chapel is hidden behind the wainscot.

A small bracket is affixed to the south-east respond of

the south arcade, and under the east window of the south

chapel is also a bracket of peculiar form, and connected

with a ledge which may have served as a super-altar.

In the south wall of the south aisle, is a blocked-up

Norman lancet, set very low down, and has probably

been a lyclmoscope. If so, this opening was admirably

placed for the administration of the Eucharist in connec-

tion with the south altar, supposing this to have been

the purpose of some of these openings, as there is little

reason to doubt in many instances. Although these

windows were generally on the south side of the chancel

they were not invariably so, but occur in some places in

the nave, as is the case at St. Nicholas, Guildford, and at

Stanford-le-Hope, in Essex, where they are in the west

walls.
1

In the debased east window formerly in the upper

chapel, there was a curious representation of the Baptism

of our Lord ; it was probably of the same date as the

window, and has now been inserted in the lancet at the

1 At Allmry, near Guildford, Dr. Neale states that a lyclmoscope is

to be met with, as at Compton, at the east end of the south aisle.

See Introd., Durmidiis
1 Symbolism, p. xcvi.
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west end of the south aisle, near the font, and so occupy-

ing a much more suitable position. A much mutilated

scrap of stained glass, portraying the busts of the

Blessed Virgin and Child, is in a chancel window, and
is the only media?val fragment left, but when I visited

this church in 1859 there were some good pattern

quarries, of the design here annexed (fig. 1); and in the

Fig. 1.

Fig, 2.

foliation of the head of the east window of the north

aisle was an interesting piece of foliage work, of elegant

but irregular design, as here shown (fig. 2); a pecu-

liarity of the detail consisted in making the inner circle

to imitate leadwork.

Surrey abounds in examples of early fonts ; they are

found at Beddington, Great Bookham, Chelsham, Comp-
ton, Crowhurst, Frensham, Mickleham, Thames Ditton,

Thursley and Worplesdon. The one at Compton,
like most of the above, has a square bowl, the

favourite form for early font basins in this part of

England, whilst in the west the circular and tub-

shaped outline is the most frequent. The example
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before us (fig. 3) is of peculiar design, and one which

without being decidedly

ugly, is perhaps inele-

gant. At present it

has no cover whatever. 1

Hussey mentions a

cedar chest as being
here, and that it was
used as a coal box,

adding that the date

was probably of the

time of James I; it was
therefore most likely

given to the church
with the other fittings.

In the belfry are

three bells
2 inscribed as

follows:

—

Fig. 3.

I.

—

Gloria Deo in excelsis. 1634. B. E.

(A heart between each word.)

II.

—

Bryanvs Eldridge me fecit 1660.

III.—C. & G. Mears, Founders, London, 1845.

w ^T
ANw ES

' \ ChurchwaiW. M. Wight,

From the inventory of 1543, which is printed at

length in the fourth volume of the Surrey Collections, we
learn that there were then three bells in the steeple,

"the best bye estimacion Vc
. and the residew under

1 In the inventory of all church goods made iu 1543, there is

mention of "an old canype with a cloth for the fonte." (Surrey
Arch. Coll., Vol. IV, p. 14.) The font canopies were either of silk

or linen ; one of the latter material was at Ockley. Font cloths are

enumerated in the same record as being at Capel, Chaldon, West
Clandon, Compton, Hambledon (two), Horsell, West Horsley (two),

jSewington (of soie), Ockham (lineu), Pirford (tAvo), Puttenham (two),

Send, Waldingham, Warlingham, Witley, and Woking.
2 Stahlschmidt's Surrey Bells, p. 147.
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after the rate" (p. 14). ' The same document informs
us that several articles of church furniture had been
previously sold by the churchwardens with the " conien
consent of the whole parish," for the purpose of repair-

ing the church, an ingenious method of reducing the
el lurch rates.

The church plate has been fully described by one of

our excellent secretaries, the Rev. T. S. Cooper, F.S.A.,

in Vol. X of the Collections, p. 329. The chalice, an
interesting Elizabethan example, is engraved in the

same work. As with many sacramental cups of the same
period, it has a cover which also serves as a paten.

-

Although not the oldest piece of monumental work in

the church, a few words may now be said respecting a

tomb which is on the north side of the chancel. It is of

late loth century date, and appears to have been erected

at the time when the three-light window over it was
inserted in the Norman wall, and which now forms a

glazed screen between the chancel and new vestry.

Probably it was both a tomb and an Easter sepulchre, it

having become a very favourite practice in the latter

part of the loth, and the first half of the 16th centuries,

for a tomb to serve as a burial place, and also for the

ecclesiastical ceremonies of Holy Week. Such a tomb
was formerly in the neighbouring church at Cranleigh,

and so cherished was this custom, that at West Wittering,

Sussex, there are two adjacent tombs, each of which
appears, from its sculptured work, to have served also as

an Easter sepulchre.

The oldest monuments in the church are two arched

recesses in the northern wall of the north aisle, and of

these the eastern one is of the greater antiquity ; it is of

1 There was also "one handbell," which "was probably either to

ring at the solemn parts of the Mass, or to be carried before the Host
when taken to the sick.

2 Covered cups Avere occasionally used as chalices before the

Reformation. In the Will of Roberte Crouche, sometime Mayor of

Rye, Sussex, we read, "Item, lego unam crateram stantem cum co-

operterio de argento ecclesie de Ria pro calico " See Sussex

Arch. Coll., Vol. XVII, p. 126. The document bears date Autrust

8th, 1497.
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^fth\

good Decorated character, having filleted shafts support-

ing a depressed pointed arch, and perhaps the fragment
of a cross slab, still remaining-, may have been covered

by this recess. The second arch is later in style, and
has mutilated shafts bear-

ing* a three-centred arch, a

form occurring" occasionally

in Perpendicular work, and
which is at present a great

favourite for shop fronts.
1

Allen and other writers, in

their histories of Surrey, say
that in one of these openings
there was "a plain tomb
of brickwork covered with
a slab of Sussex marble but

without any inscription." (See Allen, Vol. II, p. 75.)

There are no traces left of this memorial.

In the centre passage of the nave is a slab inlaid with
the brass figures of a man and his wife, the former in

civil dress consisting of a fur-lined long coat, with a

girdle, from which a gypciere or purse is suspended ; he
has square-toed shoes, and wears his hair long. The
lady has a pedimental head-dress, and a tight-fitting

gown with fur cuffs of a somewhat unusual shape, whilst

a long and slightly ornamented girdle confines the waist,

and reaches to her feet. The figures of two sons remain
under the male effigy, one of a daughter beneath the

lady has been lost. An inscription under the principal

figures is as follows :

—

Arch Mouldings,
Recess in N. Wall.

prag for uje sofollis of Stomas (Sftotm ano fHarrjarct ftys fogfr,

tljc fofjgrij occcsuo the gcrc of our 3Lorb fftCCCCC
antj Uffi, on toijos souillfs Jhu habe tnarcg. &men.

Above the effigies was an armorial shield now gone, but

Manning gives the arms as follows : Quarterly, I and IV.

1 There are three-centred arches over a monumental recess, and a

piscina, at West Griustead, Sussex.
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Argent, on a fosse gules three bezants. II and III. Gules,

a bull's head cabossed argent armed or. The first and
last quarters are the arms of a branch of the Jennings
family, of whom thirteen different coats are given by
Berry in his Encyclopaedia of Heraldry.

Manning informs us that a marble stone bore the

following, which was lost at the time he wrote :

—

" $lk jacet Eobrrtus -Sonic et fflarrjavcta uxor ejus, quorum

a'i'abus p'ut'c't'c IDcus. &mcn."

A slab in the south aisle has this inscription :

—

Here lie the remains of Mart the wife of Mr. Fulham
Turner of Guildford in this county, and daughter of

the late Mr. William Wyatt of Felpiiam in the county

of Sussex. She died October 27tii 1790, aged 53 years.

The Turner family at one time possessed the manor
of Down in this parish, it having been conveyed to

them in marriage by Sir Edward Tournour, Chief Baron
of the Exchequer, and the Wyatts of Sussex were
settled at Felpham in the 16th century, as is seen by
the will of John Wyatt, who in 1547 left bequests to

the church at Ferring, Sussex ; but the family appears

to have no land at Felpham now. Richard Wyatt, the

founder of the almshouses at Shackleford, in Hamble-
don, Surrey, was of this branch of the family, and
owned a mansion called Hall Place, at Hambledon.
He died in 1619. The celebrated Sir Thomas Wyatt,
attainted in 1554, was a member of the Kentish branch
of the family.

Against the south wall of the south aisle is a marble
monument inscribed thus:

—

Erected 1778.

Near this place lie the remains of Edward Fulham, D.D.,

Canon of
|
Windsor, who died December 9th, 1694, aged 90,

and Margaret
|
his wife. John Fulham, Esq., Counsellor at

Law, Recorder
|
of Chichester and Guildford, their son,

who died April 25, |
1726, aged 64, and Anne his wife. The
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Key. John Fulham, M.A.,
|
Archdeacon of Landaff and Canon

of Windsor, their son,
|
who died July 13, 1777, aged 80.

55 years Rector of this Parish. The Rev. John* Fulham,

his Son, who died
|
November 14, 1772, aged 29, Rector of

Chiddingfold, and Chaplain in ordinary to His Majesty.

Under this inscription are the Fulham arms, as

follows: Azure, a chevron crminois between three teazels,

stalked and leaved proper. Manning gives the following

as being on a slab in the south aisle :

—

" Here lyes Edward the son of John and Sarah Fulham,

born April the 11th 1745, died January the 28th, 1745-6.

Also Thomas the son of John and Sarah Fulham, who
died June the 3rd 1747, aged five years and seven months."

A white marble tablet, formerly over one of the north

pillars, but now on the north aisle wall, is inscribed as

follows :

—

In memory of
|
Mr. Thomas Williams,

|
late a Messenger

of the
I

Honourable House of Comons,
|
avho died y e 1st

of June 1775, |
aged 39 years. Also in Memory of

Charles Williams, Esq.,
|
late Messenger to the

|
Honblk

House of Commons.
|
Died May 1st 1799, aged 84 years,

|

AND BROTHER TO THE ABOVE. | ANN WlLLIAMS, ReLICT
|
OF

Mr. Thomas Williams.
|
Died March 25th, 1806.

|
Aged

75 YEARS.

At the east end of the nave is a stone with the

following :

—

Here lyetii the body of
|
Elizabeth Quynell wife of

|

Peter Quynell, Esq., daughter and sole heiress to

Edmund Grey, Rector of
|
Woolbeding, in the county

of Sussex, who departed
|
this life the 28th of March,

Anno Domini 1684.

The Peter Quynell here mentioned was buried at

Compton, on May 7th, 1666, according to an entry in

the register. He was eldest son of Peter Quynell of

Lythe Hill, Chiddingfold, Gent., by Alice, daughter of

Emery Cranley, of Wisborough Green, Sussex, and
VOL. xii. c
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grand-daughter and heiress of Thomas Hall, of Field

Place, Compton. The family of Quynell was located in

the adjacent parish of Chiddingfold as early as 1480,

and a slight pedigree of it is given in the Visitation of

Surreyma.de in 1623. (See Surrey Arch. Coll., Vol. X.)

Xo arms are there shown, but according to Berry, the

Quynells of Compton bore

—

Azure, a cross between two
roses in chief or, and as many fleur-de-lis in base argent?

Although I believe there are no monuments at

Compton for members of the Coldham family, yet, as

the manor of Down was held by them in the 17th

century, a few words may bo said concerning them.

The family was originally located in Sussex, the

father and grandfather of Richard Coldham, who held

Down, being of that county and residing at Midhurst.

Mr. W. S. Ellis, in a letter on the Covert family,

published in the Sussex Archaeological Collections,

Vol. XIII, p. 310, considered "that the Coverts, the

Hansards, and the Coldham s, had a common origin of

some kind." A short pedigree is given in the tenth

volume of our Collections, with the arms described as

follows :

—

Azure, a mullet arg. pierced gu. Berry records

almost identical arms for the Coldhams of Bury, Suffolk.

The churchwarden's book at Compton shows three

licences granted in 1633 to several members of the

family, dispensing them from the obligation of eating

fish in Lent.

A tine example of half-timber house stands south of

the church; it has, however, been much restored;

engravings of it and of another picturesque cottage,

will be found in Mr. Ralph Nevill's Old Cottages and

Domestic Architecture in South-west Surrey. The village

pound still exists, a feature now rarely seen, but which
may occasionally be met with in villages near London.
1 even remember one within live minutes' walk of the

"Angel," Islington.

1 The fondness of our ancestors for combinations of the emblems
of Our Lord, and of His mother, is noted by me in Surrey Arch. Coll.,

Vol. XI, p. 9, >i,
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In the preparation of this paper I have been much
helped by notes on the churchwarden's book, and the
families connected with Compton, kindly furnished me
by Rev. T. S. Cooper, F.S.A., to whom my hearty
thanks are due for his valuable assistance.

Fulham Arms on Monument,

c2


