
CAMPS, EARTHWORKS, TUMULI, ETC.,

IN WEST SURREY.

By FRANK LASHAM.

IN my former papers on Palaeolithic Man and Neolithic

Man, in the western division of the County, attention

was directed to the first appearance of man and to his

further improvement and development in culture. If

we, therefore, agree to accept Mesolithic man as the

connecting link between Palajolithic and Neolithic man,
then we get an interesting sequence. The Bronze Age
was considered in the last paper, and now it seems
only right to record a few notes as to further progress

of the inhabitants of the County down to the advent of

the Romans.
Of course, the classification of the Prehistoric eras

need not be accepted arbitrarily, as the overlapping

which blends the several epochs is apparent ; even now,
in savage countries, the Stone and Iron ages are

contemporary; but it is usual to accept the divisions

mentioned as assisting in a general understanding of the

subject.

That the Neolithic and Bronze Age people were fort

builders must be conceded; the Hill fort at Cissbury,

near Worthing, is a grand example of what must have
been a gigantic undertaking, and there are other striking

and well-known earthworks outside the county of Surrey
which it is not my purpose here to describe.
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FARLEY CAMP.

With regard to the sites in West Surrey, occupied by
the British or the Romans, one of the most interesting

is that of Farley, near Albury.

The late Mr. M. F. Tupper, with Mr. Drummond
(of Albury Park), opened this site, and chronicles

the several "finds" in a small pamphlet, now very
scarce, published in 1850, and called, Farley Heath,

a Record, &c. His investigations, chiefly confined to

digging for " relics," appear to have been productive

of good results in that respect, but he apparently cut no
sections through the banks or ditches, nor took accurate

plans.

In Mr. Tupper's report concerning Farley, he says,

" At first alone and by small beginnings, a few thin brass

coins and some morsels of Roman pottery rewarded my
earlier researches, and I lighted upon part of a founda-

tion." Again he says, " It is difficult to obtain a perfect

list of Roman coins from time to time unearthed from

Farley Heath;" but he gives the following list
— "Con-

sular denarius : Tiberius, Claudius, Nero, Vespasian,

Domitian, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, Faustina

Senior, Aurelius, Faustina Junior, Commodus, Severus,

Julia Domna, Caracalla, Julia Mamaea, Philippus, Ota-

cilia Severa, Gordianus III, Valerianus, Gallienus, Salo-

nina, Postumus, Victorinus, Tetricus I, Tetricus II,

Claudius Grothicus, Aurclianus, Tacitus, Probus, Dioclc-

tianus, Carausius, Allectus, Constantius Chlorus, Helena,

Theodora, Licinius I, Constantinus Magnus, Crispus

Caesar, Constantinus Junior, Constantius II, Constans

Magnentius, Deccntius, Constantius III, Julianus 11,

Valentinianus I, Valens, Delmatius, Gratianus, Magnus,

Maximus Theodosius, Arcadius." He also states that,

in addition to the above list, British coins were found

of Veric, Vcrica, Mepati, Cuno, and several others

(described), as also other obliterated coins difficult to

decipher.
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With regard to some of the coins, he says, '

' Two are

especially deserving of note, those of Veric and Mepati.

The first, believed to be unique, supplies the sole numis-

matic evidence of one Bericus, mentioned by Dion
Caserns, lib. 50, c. 19, and thence transferred by Bro-

tier into his additions to Tacitus, as a fugitive British

Prince.''

The second coin, that of Comius, Prince of the

Atrebates, Mr. Tupper considers a very rare and import-

ant coin. He says, by the discovery of this coin, an
ancient British prince of the era of Augustus has thereby
been restored to his place in history. "Another British

coin of interest occurring frequently at Farley, in cop-

per, is one of the Iceni." A statement is made that

a lad represented to Mr. Tapper that he had found
about forty British gold coins at Albury, "lying in a
heap on a newly-stoned parish road." These coins, so

far as we know their types, were of the horse and wheel
and latticed patterns, but, with the exception of a few,

were all ruthlessly smelted up by a jeweller at Guild-

ford.

"Besides the coins of Farley, which range over a

period of at least 400 years, other objects have been
brought to light. Such are fragments of stone hammers
and hatchets, rude flint arrow-heads and knives, portions

of Samian and other pottery, shaped sling-stones, a

quern, bronze celts, spears and arrow-heads, etc., etc."

In addition to the walls that enclosed the principal

station, two ovens or kilns for baking pottery were
discovered, and Mr. Tupper states that it is evident that

the whole place had been destroyed by fire, as calcined

remains were frequently met with. According to the

chronicle, much interest appertains to the "digging"
and "finding," but evidently much remains to be done
in the way of investigation at Farley, which was an
important Romano-British station.

With regard to British coins found in Surrey, a

number are figured in a paper in the Collections of the

Society, Vol. I, p. 69. Seven from Farley Heath, one
from Croydon Downs, Leatherhead, Godalming. They
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were in the collection of the late Mr. R. Whitburn, who

also contributed to Vol. II, p. 14, a further paper on the

subject. In a letter addressed to Mr. W. H. Long, he

describes the coins as undescribed examples of the

" ancient currency of Britain," evidently copies of the

stater of Philip of Macedon, and mentions that coins were

found at Farnham Castle and Lambeth. He (Mr. Whit-

burn) thinks Mr. Tupper was mistaken as to " Mepati." 1

Vericus was an undoubted son of Comius, as was also

Epaticcus of Tascionanus, "thus giving to two princes

who held dominion in Surrey their proper places in the

pages of the history of our island." Mr. Whitburn
mentions that figure No. 7 is a

rare specimen found at Reigate,

evidently a coin of Epaticcus,

of gold, and similar to specimen

figured here, which is in the

possession of the writer, and
British Gold Coin. pi xn iwas tound near r arley.

A British gold coin of Verica was found in the

neighbourhood of Wonersh, and is now in possession of

Sir John Evans.

HILLBURY CAMP, PUTTENHAM.

In September, 1887, excavations were made at

" Hillbury," on Puttenham Common, on the site which
had long been supposed by the Rev. C. Kerry and others

to have been a Roman camp. Permission having been

readily granted by the Lord of the Manor, Mowbray
Howard, Esq., operations were commenced under the

superintendence of Mr. F. James (now curator of the

Maidstone Museum) and the writer. A section was cut

through the principal or west bank, but with a negative

result, no relics of any kind being found. Another

section was cut through the east bank with a somewhat

1 The coins attributed by Mr. Tupper to the imaginary " Mctapi,"

are now correctly assigned by numismatists to Epaticcus.
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similar result, a small animal bone and a few ashes

being found at a depth of three or four feet. A trench

cut in the centre of the presumed camp resulted in the

discovery of a fine worked scraper of flint and some flakes,

but no trace of pottery ; the ditches around the camp
were trenched in several places, but absolutely no relics

indicating age or use of the site were found. Excava-

tions were also conducted some little distance away, and

on higher ground than the camp, about two feet from the

surface, a quantity of fragments of Roman pottery and

a small Bronze fibula were discovered. Several other

spots that seemed to indicate former occupation were
trenched, but beyond a small Neolithic celt and frag-

ments of pottery, nothing of further interest was
discovered. That the Romans were hereabouts, is how-
ever certain, the Rev. C. Kerry having found remains

of a pavement and a large worked piece of chalk, which
had evidently been used as a weight, probably for use

in connection with spinning or grinding operations.

It is much to be regretted (as original investigations

have been of late so scarce in Surrey) that the plan and
notes, carefully drawn up by Mr. James, of this digging

appear to have been lost. The plan was framed and
was exhibited in the Old Museum at the Charterhouse

(the authorities of which kindly bore the expense of

the excavation), but on rearrangement for transmission

to the new building, it appears to have been lost !

In connection with Hillbury, I have in my collection

a number of fragments of Romano-British pottery,

turned up by the rabbits from the slopes of the hills

around the neighbourhood.

HASCOMBE CAMP.

What must be regarded as a hill fort exists at Has-

combe Hill, near Bramley. This hill has an elevation

of 644 feet, and would naturally be a very strong

position, as it rests on the fringe of the Weald. The
principal banks are well defined; it has an inner, an
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outer, and a bank running round the base of the hill.

All the banks appear to be formed of rubble or sand-

stone, and, although broken in fragments, the banks
are very compact. Careful search did not reveal the

spot where the stone was quarried ; it is possible, how-
ever, that the top of the hill may have been shaved
off and so utilized. The absence of water, at least in

the shape of springs on the hill, would seem to indicate

(unless there are wells yet undiscovered) that it was
simply a fort, and not used as a residence : water is

procurable about a quarter of a mile from the base

of the hill. At the time of the writer's visit there

appeared to be inserted in the east bank two drain or

flue pipes, about five feet from the top of the bank.

There seemed to be a doubt as to these being Roman, as

no excavations have ever been made in the camp. The
entrance to the fort at the east end appears to be care-

fully and substantially made, the stone used being the

same as that composing the banks
;

it is about 9 feet

wide, and there are well-defined banks on either side.

Some rough measurements, taken by the Rev. T. S.

Cooper, give the length of the bank on the south side

as 570 feet ; this is the side facing the Weald. The
ground here falls away abruptly, and the banks ap])ear

to have been removed or denuded, and the ditch below
filled probably with the debris from banks above.

The bank on the east side is some 300 feet, and is

well defined, especially at the south end, which is very

steep. The west bank follows the line of the hill, and
its elevation being great, but little fortification would
be needed. The north bank follows the line of the hill

more or less at the west end, but is mainly straight

and well defined. The outer bank to the east is

about 270 feet long, and is also well marked. Other

banks are to be seen, all made up of broken sandstone

;

further east, they descend the hill to Park Hatch. Not
far from the east bank is a circular, fairly-defined

cutting in the soil, which may be an enclosure set

apart for either defence or burial (? a British oppidum).

Signs of an ancient road are apparent in the direction of
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Nore Farm, which lies at the spur of Hascombe Hill

;

another approach to the hill is from the village of

Hascombe on the north side. Hascombe is in a line

with Thorncombe Street, a presumed British trackway.

The hill fort of Hascombe is mentioned by Aubrey
and other writers.

ST. MARTHA'S, GUILDFORD.

Covered more or less by furze and undergrowth may
be seen four or five earth rings, but as to the origin or

date, or use of these, one does not care to hazard an
opinion. A theory has been started that they may be

remains of Phallic worship (which is far from unlikely).

If this is so, it makes the hill with its shrine of the

Christian religion of the greatest interest.

Near the approach to St. Martha's is a clump of trees

growing on a mound which is surrounded by an earth-

bank.

Mr. Gibbons, of Tilford, has kindly supplied me with

the following notes :

—

NOTES ON CAMPS, TUMULI, EARTHWORKS, ETC.,

TILFORD, FRENSIIAM, ELSTEAD, ETC.

Earthworks (6 feet high, 20 feet wide, at the bottom) in Dirtymore

Lane, Tilford, apparently erected to protect a camp on an adjoin-

ing high ground, now called Hillyfield.

Lottery Kiln, now destroyed (probably Roman or British), found at

Whitmead, Tilford, in 1S93 ; the kiln was about 4 1'eet under the

soil, was 8 feet long by -1 feet wide, and was floored with Roman
tiles.

A round encampment (probably Danish), on (he slope of a hill called

Longdown, Tilford. The camp is about 530 feet in circumference,

and the embankment surrounding it is about 4 feet high, but is

remembered, by a very old man, to have been 6 feet high about 60
years ago.

An embankment was formerly situated on the top of Castle Field,

Kinchill, or Kingill Lane (? Kings-hill), Tilford, but the bank was
grubbed up some years back.
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Camp-hill, Crooksbury (named by the monks of Waverley, Cruxbury,
from having planted a cross upon it) ; some trace of earthworks

still exists, and at an elevation (400 feet), near these earthworks,

is a point known as Bally's Look-out.

On Haukley Common is a place called Jockey's Bottom, which appears

to be a Danish name. Near to this place is Dansey's Moor, the

name probably derived also from the Danes.

The " Soldier's Ring," a tumulus near Camphill, Crooksbury.
In the last paper on Neolithic and Bronze Age Man in West

Surrey, reference was made to the discovery of a Bronze hoard at

this spot. The hnd is chronicled in the Illustrated London
News, of June 27th, 1857, and is figured, the annexed being a
reduced copy. The editor says, under heading, Bronze Celts

discovered in Surrey :

" These interesting
relics were found a short

time since at the village

of Send, near Farnham,
in Surrey. A labourer

Avas trenching up a piece

of waste land for the

purpose of planting it

with trees, when a

number of celts were
discovered lying close

together, about twenty
inches from the surface.

They comprise a variety

in bronze, such as were
used by the ancient

Britons, from the rudest

form down to the most
elaborately finished

weapon. The spot

where they Avere found

i- about fifty vards from
an ancient British Camp,
called 'Soldiers' Ring,'

and about a quarter of a

mile from a high entrenched hill, called Crooksbury Hill. From
a considerable number of celts being found lying together they are

thought to have been buried for concealment, in the hope of

I heir possessor regaining them on a future day. Here they have

remained for nearly 2,000 years, some of them so little injured by

time that the marks of the mould in which they were cast are still

fresh upon them."

Caesars Camp, Aldershot, was only known to the old people of the

neighbourhood as Jockey's Ring, about 50 years ago.

Bronze Celts from Crooksbury Hill.
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At " Littleworth Clumps," near Seal, are double tumuli surrounded
by au embankment.

At " Charles Hill," near Elstead, are two tumuli and traces of an
encampment, wbich was protected by double earthworks, some
traces of which exist ; and upon another hill, near to Charles Hill,

are traces of a tumulus and a surrounding embankment.

Near Elstead are " Thunder Hill " aud " Bonfire Hill," probably
Saxon places of meeting ; the latter may have been the place
where sacrifice was offered to the goddess Helle, or Hella, the
goddess of death. Elstead is called Hellestead in the JVaverley
Annals.

On Kettlebury Hill, near Thursley, are some slight traces of embank-
ments.

On Thursley Common is a large piece of water called " the Moat,"
which probably may have been the Moteplace of the Saxons of

Thursley (Thorsley) and Elstead (it is situated about midway
betAveen these villages) ; near this Moat, and dividing the parishes

of Thursley and Peper Ilarow is a boundary stone still called

"Cricklestone " (from the British word Criccle, a stone), and near
this again is a Farm, called " the Borrough."

Worked flints have been found near all these places.

PUTTENHAM.

The district around Puttenham is, as stated in my
last article on Neolithic Man, of great interest, and some
years ago the then curate of the parish, the Iiev. C.

Kerry, delivered a lecture from which the following is a

quotation: "That this parish (Puttenham) contained a

settlement of the Britons is clear from the remains of

a Roman encampment at Hillbury." " The mound on
Puttenham Heath, surrounded by its foss, is an ancient

British tomb, of the kind assigned by antiquarians (?)

to the ' Druids ;
' it is a ' Druid ' barrow." This is

evidently the barrow marked on the Ordnance Map as

Frowsbury Hill. " Again, close by this barrow, a little

to the south, is a curious circle, formed by a bank of

turf, which, with the exterior foss, measures about 17
yards in diameter." Mr. Kerry states that in 1817 "a
remarkably fine tumulus situate on the Downs was
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opened, it contained l coins,' pieces of pottery, a skull,

etc." This tumulus measured 17 yards at the base.

" The soil was carted into the adjoining field whilst the

stone screenings were reserved for the roads." This

barrow is the one marked on the Hog's Back on the

Ordnance Map. Mr. Kerry seems to have been an
ardent worker, and discovered traces of the Romans
at Jacob's Well, Long Bottom (Puttenham Common); he

also excavated thereabouts and found i pavements com-

posed of fragments of Roman bricks, slabs of ironstone,

bargate, sandstone and chalk,' the latter invariably dis-

coloured by fire." (?) The largest floor must have been

four or five yards square. He found two round dished

stones. Here, too, were found fragments of lower mill-

stones or querns, with a whetstone of a reddish, fine

grain, quite foreign to the soil, and bearing traces of the

last instrument sharpened upon it. A large quantity

of Romano-British pottery were also found.

WHITMOOR COMMON, WORPLESDON.

In Brayley's Surrey mention is made, at page 46, that,

in the opinion of a Mr. Puttock, of Epsom, the battle

between Ceaulin, king of the West Saxons, and Ethelbert,

king of Kent, a.d. 568, did not take place as generally

supposed at Wimbledon, but at Worplesdon. He says

that he considers that, as the Saxon Chronicle mentions

that the battle was fought at Wibbandune, that Wor-
plesdon is the site. He says: " As we may reasonably

infer Ceaulin's army marched from Winchester toward

Kent, and Ethelbert's from Canterbury toward the West
Saxon territory, it is far more probable that they would
meet in the neighbourhood of Guildford than at Wimble-
don. Local tradition or remains may perhaps furnish

some confirmation of my opinion that the engagement in

question was fought at Worplesdon, and not at Wimble-
don."

General Pitt- Rivers, F.R.S., opened two round

barrows on the Common, and found urns and cremated

interments.
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There are, crossing the Common, a large number of

banks, some clearly defined, and others less so ; the main
bank appears to cross from east to west. Aubrey
mentions " a great, old trench on Worplesdon Common,
running south-east and north-west, the bank being on
the westward. In 1829 Roman pavements, tiles, etc.,

were found at Broad Street Common.

On Bullswater Common, Pirbright, are two circular

barrows and earthworks, of doubtful age.

At Frensham Common are several round barrows,

which were opened many years ago, but with results

unknown to the writer.

British urns have been dug up at Henley Grove,
near Guildford, and at Wanborough, on the Hog's
Back.

At Newland's Corner, near Guildford, is what has

been thought to be a tumulus by the side of the road

;

at all events, there are earthworks clearly defined im-

mediately below the presumed tumulus, running north

and south.

Again, on Merrow Downs, are some earthbanks of

doubtful origin, but generally regarded as Roman; they
are situated in the valley, close to the gamekeeper's
cottage ; there is an ancient well close by.

Peasemarsh, Guildford, has yielded, when excava-

tions were made for gravel, a quantity of fragments of

water-worn Romano-British pottery.

At Woking are tumuli, one on each side of the road,

marked on Ordnance Map.

At Abinger is a large barrow, and a round barrow
is to be seen at Deer-Leap, Evershed Rough, near
Wootton.
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In concluding these notes it can but be regretted

that so few original investigations are made, either

by individuals or Societies, of the interesting relics of

the past that we have in our district ; the camp,

at Hascombe, would surely repay some investigation,

which need not be costly, and certainly Farley,

properly excavated, would prove of immense interest,

second only to Silchester.

Without excavation it is difficult to say to what
period most of the camps belong. Conjectures may
be made, but after all the spade is the most accurate

method of research, and until that is used it is quite

as well to withhold data. Mr. Napper's paper, in the

Collections of the Society, Vol. IX, p. 336, is of great

interest in connection with this subject, as the connect-

ing link in the history of the County with the makers

of these Camps, &c.


