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By HENRY E. MALDEN, M.A.

THE camp in Anstiebury, about four miles from
Dorking, close to Coldharbour, and about one mile

from the summit of Leith Hill, is one of the most

extensive of its class in Surrey.

It corresponds in general features with the British

camps upon the South Downs, but the banks and ditches

having been excavated in sand instead of in chalk, are

far more weather-worn and less sharply marked than

those of the latter.

It is roughly speaking elliptical in shape, the major
axis of the ellipse being slightly over, the minor slightly

under 300 yards in length, and the total area enclosed

is about 11 acres. The shape, however, is clearly

determined by that of the hill on which it stands. For
the greater part of the circuit it is surrounded by three

banks, with two well-marked ditches between them ; if

there was an outer ditch it is now nearly obliterated.

The innermost bank is considerably the highest, and on
the north side, where the ground outside is nearly on the

same level as that inside, the inner bank is higher than it

is elsewhere. On the south side the continuity of the

work is broken altogether, but the hill here was always

very steep ; it is now almost precipitous, and probably a

landslip, certainly recent quarrying operations for sand-

stone may have destroyed the one rampart which would
have been enough to defend such a slope. Looking upon
the present wood-crowned hill, we are forcibly reminded

of Caesar's description of a British town :

'

' Oppidum autem
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Britanni vocant, quam silvas impeditas vallo atque fossa

munierunt, quo incursionis hostiuni vitandse causa con-

venire consueverunt."

—

De Bello Gallico, lib. v, c. xvii.

Such a place as this was not strictly speaking a

camp, nor intended for permanent habitation either, but

served as a camp of refuge, where, in the time of the

forays which constitute barbarian warfare, women,
children and cattle could take shelter, protected by part

of the fighting men. Such places existed on the Scotch

Border, under the name of Peels, in historic times.

Here, on the borders of the Wealden Forest, the in-

habitants of all the country northwards and eastward

could, find such protection. Southward and westward
there were probably few inhabitants in the Anderida

Silva, the " Wood without houses," as its Celtic name
most likely signified. As late as the threatened French
invasion, at the beginning of the present century, it

was proposed to pack off the women and children of

Dorking to Anstiebury, in case the enemy should

actually appear.

There is a well still in use just outside the works, and
there is a damp spot inside where water would bo

probably found. Though the hill is 800 feet above

the sea, the neighbouring heights of Coldharbour

Common, where water is abundant, are higher, so that

a supply is very possible. At some period a farm road

was made through the banks on the east side, but if the

original entrance is to be found it was to the north-east,

where the present gate from the lane admits to the

wood, and it wound between the banks flanked by
the inner ring before turning over it. The fortifica-

tion, especially the entrances, of such works as these

were further strengthened by palisades or abattis of

felled trees, as Csesar tells us: " Crebris arboribus suc-

cisis omnes introitus erant praBclusi."

—

De Bello Gallico,

lib. v, c. viii. There must always have been plenty

of wood available, far more than near the Southdown
camps on the chalk. Flint arrow-heads are said to have

been found outside, and one Roman coin in a neighbour-

ing field.
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The present name is obviously Early English. Hean

Stige Bjjrig is the Bury of the High Way. We may
compare Amsteg on the St. Gothard Pass, and another

Anstey Wood, in Sussex, on the probable line of the

British or Roman Way which went diagonally from near

Lewes towards the valley of the Wey, past Somersbury

and over Ewhurst Hill. The name of the farm outside

appears in Domesday as Hanstega. The High Way
referred to might be the Roman Stone Street, which

passes just half-a-mile from the hill, or the probably

very ancient way which still runs between high banks

from Dorking to Coldharbour, and used to be the main

road from London to Arundel, possibly existing before

the Roman Way, and outliving it as a used road. The
place is not Roman, it is entirely unlike the work of the

Roman engineers, whose posts were not perched upon
out of the way summits either, but commanded fords,

bridges, watering-places, and roads. It is equally

unlike early English fortifications, which consisted of a

palisaded mound scraped out of a hollow, which formed

a ditch round it, like Conigsborough, Arundel, and

possibly Guildford and Farnham Castles. A legend

connects it with the Danes, who may have used it when
marching- from London to their defeat at Ocklev in 852.

They probably came by the Roman road, and might

well have turned off half-a-mile from it to encamp in a

defensible position lying ready to hand. But they were

not here long enough to make it, and there is no

evidence that they made such places. The only

historical accounts of their fortifications represent them
as made of palisades and barricades. They did use old

works, as at Chester, where they occupied the deserted

Roman walls in 894. The story, which is repeated in

Histories of Surrey, is a sufficient example of the

rubbish which does duty for local history. The Danes,

it is said, sacked Capel, and carried off to Anstiebury

the women of the place and the bell of the castle of

Ewekenes or Eutons, but were surprised by the indignant

husbands, who recovered their wives, daughters and
bell. As Capel is not recorded as a village at all at

n2
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the time of the Domesday Survey, and cannot have

possessed at the best more than a handful of inhabitants,

if any, and as there is no evidence of any castle at

Ewekenes at any time, the story, if it has any founda-

tion at all, must refer to some very insignificant foray,

not to the time of the great invasion frustrated at

Ockley, a battle important enough to be celebrated

abroad. We must clearly regard Anstiebury as a fine

relic of early British history.

Holmbury Hill, two miles westward of Leith Hill, is

crowned by a fortification which has some different

characteristics. The summit of the hill, just before it

sinks abruptly into the Weald, is surrounded by a

double bank and ditch in good preservation. On three

sides the plan is rectangular, on the fourth, where the

slope drops sharply down, the ditches follow the contour

of the hill. The entrance is at the north-west corner,

curiously covered by a re-entering ditch and mound.
The three straight sides are about 220 yards each in

length; the area enclosed is therefore about 10 acres.

There seems to be no water inside.

I incline to the opinion that this camp is of a later

date than Anstiebury. The later Roman armies, com-

posed chiefly of barbarians drawn from without the

Empire, or from those lately settled within it, departed

widely from the military traditions of the armies of the

Republic and earlier Empire. There seems no doubt

that the square, or at least rectangular eastra of the

earlier time, were not always imitated by the later

engineer officers. Roman remains have been found so

abundantly in camps of what we should otherwise call

barbarian construction, as to show their occupation at

least by the Romans, if not their fortification. At the

same time, the camps of barbarians who had been in

contact with the Romans, sometimes imitated the

Roman rectangular construction. We have an example

of this, I believe, in the camp on Holmbury Hill. The
situation is not characteristically Roman, nor is the

double line of defence. During Vespasian's campaigns,
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in the first conquest of the country, a Roman force

might conceivably have been driven to entrench itself

on a remote hill-top, though it probably would not have

done so without a water sujDply. At a later period,

when the scientific principles of Roman castramentation

had been abandoned, the Imperial forces can never

have been compelled to defend themselves in such a

position, inland and far from any invading barbarians.

The regular form of the camp, however, on three sides

looks like the work of men who knew something of

Roman practice. I should therefore attribute the camp
to the period after the withdrawal of the legions, and
before the West Saxon conquest of Surrey, that is, in the

fifth century, unless it was at the time of the conquest

that the camp was made, in the sixth century, when
the West Saxons were threatening the country from

across the Wey valley, and the East Saxons and
Kentishmen were pressing upon it from the north and
east. The South Saxons, beyond the forest, were not

a serious menace to the Welsh of Surrey. 1

There is another very similar camp on Hascombe
Hill, much obscured by wood. It is smaller than

Holmbury, and has only a single bank and ditch, but

has three roughly rectangular sides, and a fourth line

following the contour of the steepest part of the hill.

In both cases the garrison, or occupants, must have

depended upon rain water or gone down the hill for

their supply.

Those who wish to contrast these places with true

Roman fortifications may look at the small rectangular

camp, thrown up to shelter a small detachment only,

near the Mole, above Stoke d'Abernon, or at the large

camp, converted into a permanent station, on Farley

Heath, near Albury, or at the camp at Hillbury, on
Puttenham Heath. Neither of these latter is strictly

rectangular. The station on Farley Heath, the Old
Bury, whence Albury is named, has two slightly acute

1 On this subject I would refer readers to an article of mine on the

Conquest of Surrey, in the English Historical Review', July, 1888,
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and two slightly obtuse angles. The camp at Hillbury
has the northern side shorter than the others, and
consequently the south-east angle is slightly acute, the

north-east slightly obtuse. The nature of the ground
probably caused this departure from the rule, but the

situation, just above a good water supply which is within
missile range of the western vallum, is characteristically

Roman, and we have there no doubt a camp of one of

Vespasian's conquering legions. I cannot reconcile the

measurements of this camp, quoted in Brayley's History

of Surrey, with the results of a careful pacing of the

ground made by myself in 1888, and noted at the time.

The camp at Wimbledon, quite lately called Caesar's

Camp, formerly The Rounds, and earlier still Bensbury,
is not quite like any of these other examples, and may
belong to a different race and period, or may not.

Beyond these I cannot speak from actual close observa-

tion and measurement of the early camps of Surrey.

Behind Abinger Church, however, is a mound, which
may be an early English fortification. It is called a
barrow on the Ordnance Map, but is very large for

a barrow, and has distinct remains of a ditch left on
one side, whence the earth was raised to make the

mound. Such mounds were crowned with wooden
palisades when in use. The situation, close to the

church, is usual for the local stronghold. There was a

castle, the ditches and banks remain visible, close to

Ockley Church. Or the Abinger mound may have been
a moot hill, a place of meeting, or have combined that

character with that of a place of refuge. The place

would repay more careful investigation and excavation.


