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IT
is proposed in this paper to give some account of a

burial ground of the early Anglo-Saxon period at

Mitcham, at present partially excavated.

The finds of Anglo-Saxon remains in Surrey have so

far been few, and the accounts of them meagre. Of
those recorded the cemetery opened at Croydon during
some road excavations in 1895 is the most important.

1

It may be noted that Croydon is at the head of a branch
of the Wandle, which river flows close to the Mitcham

ground. There are some points of resemblance between
the finds on these two sites, although the burnt remains
discovered at Croydon have no counterpart at Mitcham.

1 These particulars are taken from Mr. Reginald Smith's account of

Anglo-Saxons in Surrey, in the Victoria County History.
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2 EXCAVATIONS IN AN ANGLO-SAXON BURIAL GROUND

In 1871 a few Anglo-Saxon graves were found at

Hackbridge, also on the Wandie, about two miles above
Mitcliam. They were situated at a point where the

gravel rose above the surrounding meadows, and there

were no surface indications of the burials, both charac-

teristic features at Mitcham. Further remains were dis-

covered in this area in 1874. Cremated burials formed
a feature of these graves.
A number of graves were opened in 1871 at

Farthingdown, near Coulsdon, five miles south by
west of Croydon. They were dug in the chalk and
marked by mounds, but otherwise they appear to have
been of a very similar character to the Mitcham graves,
both in orientation, absence of cremation, and scarcity
of beads and other ornaments. They also afforded an

example of double burial (two skeletons in one grave),
several instances of which occur at Mitcham.
At Mitcham itself human remains with a few Anglo-

Saxon objects have from time to time been discovered

while working the gravel pits near Mitcham Station.

Of these earlier finds, however, practically all details

are wanting.
The field containing the burial ground now to be

described (Fig. 1) is bounded on one side by the
Wandle. This river, which is of considerable volume,
flows into the Thames at Wandsworth after a total

course of barely eight miles. A low-lying stretch of

marshy meadow leads from the river to the site of the

graves, which are situated upon the top of a bank-like
rise of about 6 feet in the level of the surface and of the

gravel beneath.

That it has been possible to record these finds at all

is due to a lucky accident. Nearly twenty years ago a

gravel pit was sunk in the field by the late Mr. Gr. P.

Bidder, Q.C., the then owner of the Ravensbury Park
Estate. The labourers at once came upon a number of

skeletons
;
but thinking that (in the words of the bailiff)"

people did not like to hear of such things" they said

nothing about the matter
;
and it was only the chance

discovery of a human bone by some members of Mr.
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Bidder's family two or three years later that led to

investigation and scientific exploration. It is certain

that the contents of a number of graves were dispersed.
Since that time excavation has been conducted at

intervals by the late Mr. Bidder and his family, with
the invaluable assistance and largely under the direction

of Dr. Garson. In all some seventy-seven graves have

RAVENSBORV PARK
2oo

Fig. 1. Site of an Anglo-Saxon burial ground at Mitcham, Surrey.

been opened, and their contents recorded. Some of

the bones were submitted to Dr. Duckworth, of Jesus

College, Cambridge, who has kindly supplied the results

of his careful investigations.
The remains are found in the rich mould that covers

the gravel, at a depth from the surface varying from



4 EXCAVATIONS IN AN ANGLO-SAXON BURIAL GROUND

18 inches to 3 feet. In no case have any signs of a

coffin been found. In some parts of the ground the

skeletons are lying upon the gravel ;
the bones are then

usually well preserved. In two cases slight excavations

have been made in the gravel ;
but as a rule the grave-

diggers appear to have stopped on reaching a hard

surface. In one region a chalky spring has left large

deposits of a calcareous nature
;
where the bones are in

contact with these they are much destroyed. There are

no traces of any attempts to mark the graves by mounds
or otherwise.

The bodies are for the most part well laid out and

carefully orientated, with the head west. Of the thirty-
three last excavated, only four were not so placed. Of
these four one was a woman (north and south), and two
were not adult. The remaining twenty-nine mostly
pointed slightly to the north of true east. The direction

from head to foot was accurately taken in seventeen

cases, and gave an average direction of nearly eleven

degrees north of true east, only three of the seventeen

pointing to the south of east. Assuming that the east

was taken from the position of the rising sun about the

time of interment, the majority of these burials took

place in the summer. It is suggested that there would
be either more fighting or (the country being marshy)
more disease at that time of year.
A knife is often found with the skeleton

; frequently
at the waist, as if carried on a belt. Where spear or

javelin heads are found, they are mostly on a level with
the skull on one side or the other. In one case a woman
was buried with a spear-head at the knee, pointing to

the feet. Only three swords have been found (in each
case accompanied by a shield-boss), and one instrument
like a short sword that may be a sceptre of a rare but

recognised type.
The ornaments recovered consist of eight bronze

brooches (including two pairs), a bronze buckle, a bronze

finger-ring, a few beads (amber and pottery), and the

fittings of a belt. Four of the brooches are gilt. A
number of iron buckles and other objects, a tumbler and
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vase of glass, and four earthenware jars complete the

collection.

Mr. Reginald Smith has discussed these objects in

an exhaustive and valuable paper,
1
to which reference

should be made. The complete absence of animal
motive in the designs leads him to assign the articles

to the first half of the fifth century. The one buckle

(Fig. 5) in which animals' heads occur is borrowed from
a late Roman form, as is also the incised scroll work of

the brooches. Mr. Reginald Smith considers that the

general character of the finds points to a West Saxon
rather than a Kentish origin, and is analogous to that of

finds in the upper Thames Valley.
A remarkable feature has been the presence of a

number of "
stray" skulls, if one may so term them.

In one case (No. 11) a warrior was buried with his spear
beside him and a skull between his hands. In another
case (No. 48) a skull was laid across the ankles. The
upper half of this skeleton

was wanting, but it seems

improbable that the skull

was his own. Possibly these

heads were trophies of war.

The following is a de-

tailed list of the graves that

call for special mention and
their contents: 2

No. 1. Iron strike-a-light
and spear-head.

No. 2. Beads at neck.

No. 11. Under the left

shoulder a circular bronze

saucer-brooch, gilt, If inch

in diameter (Fig. 2) ;
at

the waist an iron buckle.

Between the arms of this

skeleton was a second skull.

1
Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries, 2nd S., xxi, 4 10.

[Reprinted at p. 26 of the present volume.]
2 A selection of the articles found has been presented to the parish

of Mitcham, and may be seen in the Vestry Hall there.

Fig. 2. Gilt bronze brooch, (f)
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No. 16. On the right collar bone, a flat bronze brooch

e inch in diameter, with stamped pattern. (Fig. 3).

No. 17. Long iron spear on the

left side of head,
"
stray" skull

by left knee.

No. 18. A child.

No. 19. Spear on right side of

head, knife by left arm, "stray"
skull between knees.

No. 24. A knife.

No. 27. By the left side, a

double-edged flat sword, with
traces of the wooden scabbard,

pommel level with the shoulder,
Fig. 3. length 33 inches, greatest breadth

ant bronze brooch, (f) 1J inch. Over the head an iron

shield-boss of the flat type, with
iron hand-grip, diameter 6f inches. A spear-head to

the left of the skull, and a knife

at the left side.

No. 30. An iron ring \\ inch

in diameter by the left forearm,
some pieces of iron at the elbow.

No. 31. This skeleton was buried
on its face, head to the north-

west.

No. 34. The head of this

skeleton lay on top of the right
shoulder of 31. On the right
of the head was a tumbler of

pale blue glass 3-| inches in

height (Fig. 4); on the left of

the head a vase of olive-green

glass, 2f inches in height and

rig. 4. 3^ inches in diameter. Some
Tumbler of blue glass, (f.) glass beads were at the neck.
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No. 32. A spear to the right of the head, a knife by
the left arm.

^

38. A small bronze finger-ring of Roman type,
with a socket as if for a stone between two small plates ;

at the right thigh, a bronze
buckle (Fig. 5), If inch in

greatest dimension, parallel to

the hinge.
No. 42. A long spear to the

right of the head. This skele-

ton lay with head east and feet

west.

No. 43. A very large knife

at the waist on the left side,

point to the left. Direction,
16 degrees north of east.

1

Nos. 44 and 45. These two skeletons had been buried
in one grave, 44 on top. The lower skeleton was care-

fully laid out, feet to the west At the waist were four

tinned bronze plates, the fittings of a belt. (Fig. 6.)

Fig. 5. Bronze buckle.

Fig. 6. Fittings of a belt, (f.)

Each of these plates is about an inch square. The two
middle ones have each a small jewel of red and yellow
glass in the centre. At every corner is a stud encircled

by a minute bronze ring. A shallow pattern is stamped
round the plates. In the two side-plates (found on the

hips) concentric circles take the place of the jewel. The
belt itself had perished, but its position was shown by a

series of small bronze studs.

On the left collar bone was a cruciform brooch

1 The direction from head
reference is to true east.

to foot is given in each case. The
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2J inches in length, also of bronze, tinned, with a line

of shallow stamping round the edge. (Fig. 7.) Behind

the head was a comb of bone, with

large teeth on one side and small

teeth on the other.

No. 44 had been buried

on its face, the legs being
over the head and trunk of

the lower skeleton. A few

glass beads were at the neck

(including two fine red ones

with blue and white inlaid

pattern), a small knife among
the ribs, and a small iron

buckle at the waist. Direc-

tion, 11 degrees north of

east.

No. 46. A child, a yard
north of 45

;
orientated.

No. 48. Skeleton of a

man, lower half perfect,

upper half represented by a few ribs and
vertebrae. At the waist a small knife. On
the right thigh a hook-like piece of iron.

On the ankles a male skull, eyes downwards.

Direction, 24 degrees south of east.

No. 49. The bones were very much perished.
This perhaps was due to the exceptional fact

that the grave had been dug down into the

gravel for about 4 inches.

By the left side was an iron object like a

short sword (Fig. 8), 22f inches in length,

thickening towards the point, which has been
^ig.s. iron

classed as a sceptre or badge of office of a s

^r
r

type rare but well recognised.
1 This instru- "^^

ment was pointing towards the feet, the hilt

level with the waist. At the waist and on the left

thigh were a number of iron objects, apparently the

Fig. 7. Bronze brooch.

GO

1 See Proceedings, loc. cit., 6.



(i) As found, except that the three main
sections were in contact.

(ii) Suggested partial restoration.

Tig. 9. Portions of a bronze ornament found in Grave 49.
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fittings and contents of a belt and pouch. Most of

these pieces of iron showed traces of cloth adhering
to them. In the "

pouch
"

were, among other imple-

ments, an iron key and ring.
A curious ornament lay between the legs, and ap-

peared to have hung down below the knees. (Fig. 9 (ij.)

It consisted of three pairs of bronze rods, each 2 inches

in length, wound round with a strip of material, and

hanging from a small triangular plate of bronze with

eyelet holes for attachment to the garment. These rods

were not connected, and were perhaps sewn on to the

material. The latter was in several layers, including
one of a canvas-like texture. The pad at the lower end

suggested a leathern surface. Small pieces of iron

covered with material appeared to have formed side

attachments.

Fig. 10. Earthenware urn. Q.)

Across the left knee was an earthenware urn, 6 inches

high and 4^ inches across the mouth. (Fig. 10.) This
bowl has a pattern round it of parallel lines. It does
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not appear to be wheel-made, and consists of a coarse

grey paste. The sides are relieved by six vertical ribs

formed by running the finger down the inside of the
bowl. The bowl contained nothing but mould.
Below the feet was a small bronze rod, somewhat

similar to those above described, and a small bar of iron

with a slit in it. A pair of iron objects were also found

(one lying against the left heel bone, across and under
the heel), each consisting of a small iron rod about
2 inches in length, passing through an iron ring and

ending in a flattened plate. They were possibly the

fastenings of a box, though the position of one of them

suggests a kind of spur.
Direction: 16 degrees north of east.

No. 50. Very fragmentary, close to 49, and also some
4 inches down into the gravel. A pair
of spear-heads at the left shoulder, and
a large knife at the waist. On the right

hip, a graceful bronze buckle, 1| inch
in length. (Fig. 11.) The skull had a
hole in it of the size of a florin. Direc-

tion : 4 degrees south of east.

No. 51. Skeleton, probably female.

A small piece of iron underneath and
across the left thigh bone, closely touch-

ing it. Direction : 26 degrees north of

east.

No. 52. Child. Direction : 24 degrees
SOUth Of east. Fig.!! -Bronzebuckle

IT -j cn_ i j c T Wlth Piece of material
No. 54. Skeleton of a man. Bones adhering, (f)

well preserved, but no trace of a skull.

Spear at left shoulder. Direction : 23 degrees north of

east.

No. 57. A youth under 18. In the mould near

was found a small coin of Constantius II. (minimus),
337-361 A.D., in good preservation. Direction : 21 degrees
north of east.

No. 58. Skeleton, probably female. A spear-head at

the right knee pointing to the feet. Direction : 8

degrees north of east.
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Nos. 59 and 60. Only the skull and legs of No. 59

remained, the legs pointing to the east. No. 60 was

complete, with legs pointing about north by east, and
head where the ribs of No. 59 should have been. A
spear-head was at the left side under the arm. It seemed
clear that the burial of No. 60 had taken place after that

of No. 61, so that the orientation does not indicate a

later period.
No. 61. An incomplete skeleton, probably male, con-

sisting only of the bones of one leg and the collar bones.

Direction easterly. A very beautiful bronze saucer-

brooch, If inch in diameter, richly plated with gold,
was found in the earth above it. The pattern was
similar to that shown in Fig. 12, but contained 10 scrolls

instead of five, and had not the rope-like circle and the

five bosses of Fig. 12. On each collar-bone was a large
circular brooch of the applied type, consisting of a plain
thin bronze back, 2|- inches in diameter, and a loose rim
that had kept in position a thin plate of metal (not gold)
with an embossed pattern, portions of which were found.

At the waist was a large iron buckle.

No. 62. Thirty-nine beads were found along the

vertebrae of this skeleton on the right side. These
beads include several large ones of red amber, a number
made of paste with a variety of designs in colour, and a

few blue glass, veined in two cases with red.

No. 63. The complete skeleton of a man of fine stature.

On the right of the skull was a large spear-head which
had been wrapped in a canvas-like material. Among
the ribs was a small knife in a sheath. Directions :

16 degrees north of east.

No. 64. A small woman carelessly thrown in on her

face, with knees bent. She lay north and south between
Nos. 63 and 65.

No. 65. A very tall and muscular man. The skeleton

appeared to have been disturbed in early days. The
bones, though all present, were displaced on the left

side, the thigh bone being on the chest and some
vertebrae at the neck. Across the body was a large
sword (probably shifted from its original position),
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beneath which were the bones of a small dog. The
sword was 35 inches in length, double edged, with

greatest breadth of 1J inch. Much of the wooden
scabbard remained; a thin rectangular iron plate was
inserted in the scabbard at the hilt end, perhaps to save

friction, or to act as a catch.

A shield-boss of the flat type, 6 inches broad and 3

inches high, was at the right knee, but had probably
come from the shoulder, as the shoulder blade was
beneath it. A small knife was among the ribs, and a

spear-head by the left arm. It is interesting to note

that the disturbers of the grave did not remove the

sword. Direction : 24 degrees north of east.

No. 66. The skeleton of a young female. A pair of

gilt saucer-brooches 1-/V inch in diameter were at the

waist (Fig. 12), one on the left hip, the other in the

mould near. Close by was the

skeleton of a child. Direction :

18 degrees north of east.

Nos. 69 and 70. These were in

the same grave, the remains being

very fragmentary ;
No. 70 was

above and slightly across No. 69.

The bones of No. 70 were slight,

suggesting those of a woman,
while those of No. 69 were of a

good size.

At the foot of No. 69 was an

earthenware jar of coarse red paste,

wheel-made, 4f inches high and
5 inches across the mouth, with
a rough pattern of parallel lines

round the shoulder. Within this was a smaller vase,

2| inches high, of fine black paste, without ornament.

There was no trace of the contents of either. Beneath

the larger jar was an iron knife.

The smaller jar is similar to one of larger size found

not far from this grave, but unconnected with any
burial. In both cases the workmanship suggests Roman

pottery. Direction of No. 69 : 16 degrees north of east.

Tig. 12.

Gilt bronze brooch.
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No. 71. Direction: 16 degrees north of east.

No. 72. Skeleton of a young person buried with the

knees doubled up towards the chest, lying on the right
side. The general direction was east-north-east.

No. 73. Fine skeleton of a man, quite complete.

Along the left arm was a large sword, 35f inches in

length, and with a greatest breadth of 2J inches. Parts

of the wooden scabbard adhered to it. The tang of the

sword (which was level with the jaw) was of unusual

shape, the extremity being bent over at right angles to

the axis of the sword in the plane of the blade. A fine

spear-head lay to the right of the head. At the waist

was a knife (on the left) and a buckle (on the right).
This buckle was of the type shown in Fig. 11, but

made of iron, much corroded. A thin plate of iron

filled the triangular space. The studs, however, were
of bronze. At the right shin was a shield-boss of a

conical type, 3^ inches in height, 4f inches in breadth,
with iron hand-grip. An iron-ring, 2-^ inches in diameter,
was found in the mould above the skeleton. Direction :

due east.

No. 74. Fragmentary. Direction: 16 degrees north

of east.

No. 75. A young person. A small knife was at the

waist on the left; the right hand was under the face.

Direction : north-east by north.

No. 76. Fragmentary. Perhaps a woman. Direction :

about north-east by east.
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Note on a Collection of Crania and Bonesfrom Mitcham.

By Dr. W. L. H. DUCKWORTH.

Series No. 1.

THE remains of several skeletons are intermingled in this collection.

By careful sorting I have made out the following points.
There are crania, more or less fragmentary, of four individuals ;

pelvic remains of four individuals ; femora from five ; humeri from five ;

radii from four ; ulnae from four
; tibiae from two ; fibulas from one.

These results may be tabulated thus :

Crania from 4 individuals.

Pelves 4 individuals.

Femora
Humeri
Radii

Ulnse

Tibiae

Fibulas

4 individuals ;
of which 3 radii and 3 ulnae go
together in pairs.

2 individuals ; one pair belonging to the fibulas.

1 individual.

The remains belong to persons of tall stature and powerful physique,

ranging in stature from 1,668 to 1,736 mm. for the males. 1
They thus

resemble the remains attributed to Teutonic invaders of Britain, but
whether Angle or Saxon it is impossible to say. The crania are too

few to base a very definite statement upon, but the range in form is

rather remarkable ; the cranium providing definitely brachycephalic
proportions has been pieced together, and its imperfection, besides

rendering an accurate measurement unattainable, is largely accountable
for this unusually high figure for the index (cephalic). Otherwise the

statement first made requires no qualification. The tall stature and
the massive character of the bones suggests that these are more

probably Saxon or Anglian remains than those of British inhabitants

of the locality in which they were found.

Notes on the several specimens follow.

CRANIA :

No. 4,700.
2 A cranium with the mandible, in good preservation.

The individual was probably between 25 and 30 years
of age. The sex must remain doubtful, but I believe

1 The equivalents (in feet and inches) of the shortest and tallest

individuals found up to the present at Mitcham are 4 feet 10^ inches

and 6 feet respectively. The shortest was a female. The males in

Series 1 range from 5 feet 5 inches to 5 feet 8^ inches.
2 The numbers are those of the Cambridge Register or Catalogue.
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it to be female. The skull is ovoid and mesaticephalic,
the face is long and narrow, the teeth rather prominent
in the incisor region but otherwise absolutely perfect in

form and regularity. The chin is very prominent. With
this cranium I am inclined to associate the bones marked
? 4,700, which provide a probable stature of 1,613 mm.

No. 4701. The calvaria of an individual of about 50 years of age and
of the male sex ; the mandible is fragmentary. The
calvaria is broad (just brachycephalic), and so was

probably the face. The remaining teeth are large
and of good quality. With this specimen I am
inclined to associate the limb-bones marked ? 4,701,

denoting the moderate stature (1,668 mm.), but great

strength and robustness.

No. 4,702. The left half of the cranium and of the face and part of

the mandible of a man in the prime of life. This is

a long narrow skull (the estimate of width is almost

certainly too great) of great dimensions, and resembles

specimens described as Anglian in origin. The face is

large and rather narrow, with prominent jaws. The
teeth are large and of good quality. With this speci-
men I would associate the long femora, one of which
measures 491 mm. in length, and provides a probable
stature of about 1,736 mm.

No. 4,703. The calvaria of a man of greater age than the foregoing.
It is long and narrow with prominent brow-ridges. In

type it accords with Nos. 4,700 and 4,702. None of

the limb-bones, etc. can be definitely associated with it.

OTHER PARTS OF THE SKELETON.

A. Fragments marked ? 4,700, viz. right humerus, left radius, ulna,
and clavicle. The bones are slight and short and probably
female. The clavicle and ulna are stained with copper, indi-

cative of bronze ornaments. The proportion of forearm to arm
is not distinctively feminine.

B. The fragments marked ? 4,701, viz. the right and left radius and

ulna, femur, tibia, and fibula, also the sacrum and the ossa

irmominata. They are very stout massive bones, much ridged,
and the femora are strongly curved. There is no suggestion
of rickets. The left radius has been fractured, and repaired

naturally.

C. A sacrum and innominate bones, apparently of a female.

D. Two very long femora, one (the right) being incomplete. The
latter has sustained in life a fracture of the great trochanter,
followed by natural repair.
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E. A left radius, not associated with other bones, has also been
fractured during the life of the individual, and has been

naturally repaired. In the case of this and the other frac-

tured radius, shortening has occurred, but not in the case of

the fractured trochanter (cf. D). No platycnemic tibiae occur.

Some measurements are appended.

Skulls :

Number

Length...
Breadth

Height
Circumference

Basi-nasal length
Basi-alveolar length
Facial height ...

Facial breadth

Nasal height ...

Nasal width ...

Mandibular width

Cephalic index

MEASUREMENTS.

4,700
174
135
126
503
90
91

73
110
52
24
96

77-5

4,701
179
151

?520

80

4,702
190

?164
?138
544
100
100

77
118

54
21
114
?86

4,703
192
138

?535

72

Other parts of the skeleton :

A. ? 4,700. Humeri, R. 331 ; L. 320. Ulna, L. 250. Radio-

humeral index, 78'1.

B. ? 4,701. Radius, R. 276. Ulna, L. 294.

Femur, R. 434 ; L. 429.

Tibia, R. 349 ; L. 353.

Fibula, R. 336
; L. 342.

Pelvic brim transverse diameter, 99.

conjugate diameter, 122.

index, 81.

Sacral length, 100.

Sacral breadth, 113.

Sacral index, 113.

Estimated stature, 1,668.

C. Sacrum, length 106; breadth 120; index 113; Pelvic brim;
transverse diameter, 144.

D. Femur, L. 491.

E. Other bones. Humeri, R. 339 ; L. 312.

Radius, R. 243.

Ulnae, R. 262 ; R. 266.

Femora, R. 434 ;
L. 443.

Tibia, R. 350.

Sacrum, width, 126.

In Class E the bones are not associated with one another.

Several fragmentary bones were not measured.

L. XXI. C
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Series No. 2.

A. Portions of five crania.

B. Portions of five mandibles, and one upper jaw.
C. Fragment of a left scapula, which belonged to a robust adult

male.

A. CRANIA :

No. 1. Cranium of an adult male, probably past the prime of life.

The widespread synostosis of the cranial bones is indicative

of advancing age. On the left parietal bone is an extensive

depression, in the centre of which the surface of the bone

is somewhat roughened as though inflammation had been

chronic. It is practically impossible to say whether this

depression is the result of a wound from which recovery
had occurred, or, on the other hand, the sequel to chronic

inflammation consequent on the presence and growth of a

wen or sebaceous tumour. The right side of the cranium

is imperfect owing to damage received during exhumation.

The interior of the cranium is fully synostosed ; pacchionian

pits are numerous and large, and at the occiput is the curious

endo-cranial depression associated with peculiar brain-

characters. 1 This is the best preserved cranium. From
the condition of the bone the antiquity of the specimen
is not judged to be extreme. The cranium is like those

of the Romano-British inhabitants of this country as

represented by crania from various localities in the neigh-
bourhood of Cambridge, now in the University Anatomical
Museum.

Measurements : maximum length, 186
; maximum

breadth, 143 (?) ; basal height, 132 ; basi-nasal length,
104

; basi-alveolar length, 97 ; cephalic index, (?) 76*9 ;

height index, 71 ;
alveolar index, 93'3.

No. 2. This is an elongated ovoid cranium of an individual advanced
in years and probably of the female sex. The facial

skeleton has been destroyed. In texture this specimen
resembles No. 1. There are some features, especially the

massive occipital torus, suggestive of a male skull, but in

view of the age of the individual the decision is as given
above. Synostosis of the bones of the cranial vault is

almost complete, both endocranially and exocranially, only
the temporal bones remaining separate. Along the hinder

part of the sagittal suture a band of flattening is seen, and
below this there is a protrusion of the occipital end of the

1
Cf. Elliott Smith, Proceedings of the British Association for the

Advancement of Science, Cambridge, 1904, Section H.
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skull similar to that seen in many of the Saxon crania
from Brandon (now in the University collection, and
described by Dr. C. S. Myers in the Journal of the

Anthropological Institute for 1896). This specimen can
thus be easily matched among the crania of the Saxon

period now in the Cambridge collection.

Measurements : length, 183
; breadth, 135 ; cephalic

index, 73*8.

No. 3. This is a large obovate cranium of an individual in the prime
of life, and probably of the male sex. The facial skeleton
has been destroyed, with the exception of the nasal bones.
Brow ridges are not very prominent, but the occipital

bulging already noticed as a feature of No. 2 is here very
distinct. In general characters this specimen agrees with
the two preceding examples, and is probably of con-

temporaneous age and similar provenance. The chief

point of difference consists in the greater development of

the frontal region of the skull, especially as denoted by its

breadth.

Measurements : length, 186
; breadth, 145 ; cephalic

index, 78'0.

No. 4. The frontal bone and left parietal bone of an adult male
individual. The state of preservation is similar to that

of Nos. 1, 2, and 3, and the cranium seems to have pre-
sented the same proportions, that is, of moderate (relative)

length. No measurements are recorded.

No. 4A. Part of the hinder end of a large (probably male) adult

cranium. This fragment consists of the right half of the

occipital bone, with the adjoining part of the right parietal

bone, and part of the left parietal bone. In preservation
this specimen seems more weathered, and has probably
therefore been more exposed than the previous examples
(1 4 inclusive).

No. 5. Portions of the calvaria of an individual of mature age.

Synostosis of the bones has been extensive. The sex is

difficult to determine, but appears to have been male.

This is a much broader cranium than any of the preceding.
Otherwise the state of preservation resembles that of

Nos. 1 4 (inclusive). The occipital bulging already
noted is very marked in this specimen, and the endocranial

occipital cerebral fossa on the left side is as marked as

in No. 1.

Measurements : length, 178 ; breadth, 153 (?) ; cephalic

index, (?) 86*0.
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B. MANDIBLES.

NOp 6. This specimen is in two fragments. It seems to have belonged
to Skull No. 1. Two molar teeth have been lost (intra

vitam) on the right side, and one on the left. The upper

jaw (of No. 1) shows signs of caries and dental abscesses.

No. 7. A mandible with remarkably prominent chin, probably female,

Crowding of the incisor teeth is noticeable. The mandible

is imperfect, the right ascending ramus and condyle being
absent.

No. 8. A small mandible (probably of a female). The molar teeth have
suffered much from decay and from alveolar abscesses. It

is practically impossible to refer this definitely to any
particular cranium of this series. The same remark applies
to the remaining two examples.

No. 9. Well-formed mandible with well-preserved teeth of an adult.

Most probably this is the jaw belonging to Cranium No. 3.

No. 10. Upper maxilla and right half of the corresponding mandible.

These are from a young individual, are well preserved,
and are remarkably well formed with large sound teeth.

The wisdom teeth have only just been cut. As regards
the state of preservation, these specimens are much more

perfect than the remainder of the mandibles described.

C. THE SCAPULA.

This needs no further description.

Series No. 3. 1

The present series comprises remains (more or less complete and

perfect) of fourteen human skeletons of varying ages and both sexes.

The general appearance corresponds with that of skeletons which
have been obtained previously, as in Series No. 1, at Mitcham, as well
as those discovered locally in cemeteries supposed to date from the
Saxon period in East Anglia, but there is some difficulty in deter-

mining by the skeletons alone the exact antiquity of the specimens.
The occurrence among these skeletons of individuals of powerful
physique and tall stature (one measured 6 feet and two were over
5 feet 8 inches) is against their identification with the so-called

Romano-British inhabitants of this country. On the other hand, the
cranial proportions, though on the average distinctly dolichocephalic,
are remarkably varied, considering the small number of the individuals

1 The numbers by which the specimens in this series are indicated
are also those of the graves given above.
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represented. On the whole, however, these may be provisionally
described as Anglo-Saxon remains. The circumstances attending
interment will possess great importance as regards confirmation or

refutation of the above view.

The following notes deal with the osteological features of each

skeleton, whether complete or not ; and Tables (I and II) of such

measurements as could be made are also appended.

(?) No. The hind part of a large male skull. The individual

was apparently robust, The mandible is massive, and
bears large well-formed and well-preserved teeth. The
cranium is of mean proportions between the dolichocephalic
and brachycephalic groups. Its chief characteristic is the

massiveness to which allusion has been made already. No
other parts of the skeleton accompany this skull.

No. 48. The large massive cranium of a man far advanced in years.
Dental abscesses have left traces in the jaw, and the re-

maining molar teeth are much worn. Cranial synostosis
is extensive. The skull is chiefly characterised by its

great size, by bulging of the occipital region (similar to

that mentioned in the descriptions of the Mitcham Series

No. 2), while the face has a remarkably orthognathous or

straight profile.

Other parts of the skeleton confirm the view expressed
above as to the powerful physique of this man. The
other remains comprise portions of the sacrum, ossa

innominata, and right scapula ;
the right astragalus and

os calcis and one lumbar vertebra ;
both femora and tibiae,

the right humerus, ulna, and fibula. The femora are

platymeric.

The stature is estimated at 1,677 mm.

No. 51. Fragments of the skeleton of an immature individual ; the

sex is uncertain, but probably female. No measurements of

the cranium were obtainable. The basilar suture is open
and the wisdom teeth had not been cut. The other bones

of the skeleton are for the most part fragmentary, and

comprise portions of the right innominate bone, atlas

vertebra, the femora and tibiae, the right humerus (with a

perforated olecranon fossa) and radius ;
and the left fibula,

which is nearly perfect.
The bones are slight and small.

Estimated stature 1,487 mm.

No. 52. Fragments of the cranium as well as of the two femora and
other limb-bones of a child of uncertain sex and age.

No. 54. No skull accompanies these bones, which appear to have

formed part of the skeleton of an adult male of powerful

physique, as indicated by the outstanding "muscular" ridges
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on the limb-bones. The vertebrae show evidence of osteo-

arthritisfor the appearance known as "lipping" is observed.

The left humerus bears a well-developed supra-condylar

spur, an interesting anomaly, but of no racial significance

however. The soleal line on the tibiae is particularly

prominent. The remains comprise either the whole or

parts of several vertebrae, the sacrum, the ossa innominata,

right clavicle, left scapula, right humerus, the radii, ulnse,

femora, tibiae, and fibulas, right scaphoid (hand) and

unciform, several phalanges (hand), one metacarpal bone,

the left astragalus and os calcis.

Estimated stature .1,717 mm.

No. 55. The stout massive tibiae of an adult, probably a male.

Estimated stature 1,613 mm.

No. 57. Fragments of mandible and various bones of an immature
individual. The stoutness of the limb-bones suggests the

male sex. The wisdom teeth had not been cut. No
measurements were possible. The fragments comprise

portions of the mandible, right humerus and radius, and

right and left femora.

No. 58. Fragments of the skeleton of an adult of indeterminate

sex, probably . female. The mandible presents feminine

characters ;
on the other hand, the brow-ridges are pro-

nounced and prominent to an extent rare in female crania.

The limb-bones are slight and therefore feminine. The
skeleton is represented (in addition to the skull) by frag-
ments of the humeri, femora, tibiae, and fibulae, with the

metatarsal bone of the (?) left hallux.

The olecranon fossa is perforate in each humerus.

The right femur and tibia are the stoutest bones.

Estimated stature 1,573 mm.

No. 60. The skull, mandible, and other skeletal remains of an im-

mature individual, probably a male. The wisdom teeth

have not been cut. The other teeth are large, well formed,
and well preserved. The chin is very prominent. The
skull is very long and narrow, and has been probably
deformed by flattening from side to side. This deforma-
tion is almost certainly posthumous, and due to the

pressure of soil. The limb-bones are feebly marked ;

they lack the epiphyseal ends in most cases. Parts are

thus present of the left femur, and of both humeri, tibiae

and fibulse.

Estimated stature 1,594 mm.
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No. 61. The left femur and tibia of an adult ; the sex is probably
male, as indicated by the stoutness of the bones. The
femoral shaft bears signs of inflammation (periostitis).

Estimated stature 1,677 mm.

No. 63. The skeleton of an adult male, not far advanced in years,

although cranial synostosis is extensive
;
but the teeth are

not much worn down. The skull is massive, large and

rounded, the face and occiput being imperfect or absent.

The mandible is very wide. The brow ridges and mastoid

processes are particularly large. The limb-bones bear well-

defined ridges denoting the powerful build of this man.
The femora are slightly platymeric as in so many Anglo-
Saxon skeletons. The bones comprise the right femur and
both tibise.

Estimated stature 1,722 mm.

No. 64. Portions of the femora, tibiae, one fibula, right radius, right

ulna, scapulas, and skull, with two lumbar vertebras, the

left humerus and radius, and one knee-cap of an adult

female.

Estimated stature 1,522 mm.

No. 65. The femora, tibiae, humeri, ulnaa, and left radius of a very tall

and muscular man.

Estimated stature 1,827 mm. (by far the greatest of

these skeletons).

No. 66. (A) The left half of the mandible of a child of about six

years of age.

(B) Skeletal remains of a young female. The cranium is

long and narrow, and at its occipital end bears distinctively
feminine characters ; occipital bulging is also marked.

Some posthumous deformation has occurred, and this

increases the apparent length and narrowness. The

remaining teeth are large and well formed. The other

remains comprise the left ulna, femur, tibia, and fibula.

Estimated stature (B) 1,585 mm.
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