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NO list of the Curates in charge of Capel appears in the

old histories of Surrey, Manning and Bray knew nothing

of them, because they were not formerly instituted by the

Bishops of Winchester. They were merely chaplains put in

by the Religious House to which the parish was appropriated,

and then by the lay impropriators of the tithes. It has not

so far been found possible to recover more than two or three

of the pre-Reformation names. Their successors are an imper-

fect list, but a considerable number of them are recoverable.

Yet, in spite of the want of episcopal institution, the district

was a parish from very early times. In Domesday it was
part of Dorking. Dorking Manor, then in the King's hands,

included, as it includes, Capel. The latter formed the tithing

of Dorking parish, called Walde or Wold Borogh in the Court

Rolls. One small manor. Temple Elfold, was carved out of

Dorking Manor in what is now Capel parish, before Quia

Emptores. West Betchworth had outlying land in it ; but

Henfold and Aglondes Moor, partly in Capel, are merely

reputed manors ; all others are imaginary. Yet Capel came
into existence ecclesiastically as a parish separate from Dorking,

about the fourteenth century. It was one of those districts

on the edge of the country inhabited in 1086, in which popula-

tion grew in the 150 years after the Norman Conquest ; with

the result of new parishes being recognized, with names dis-

tinguishing them from the Domesday manors and parishes

which had in 1086 stretched over the Weald to the Sussex

border. The growing population of this Wealden outlier of

Dorking called for a Chapel for their use by the twelfth century.

Henry de Blois, Bishop of Winchester 1129-71, confirmed to

the Priory of Lewes the grant by the earl de Warenne and
Surrey of the church of Dorking with the Capella de la Wachna.
Robert the Archdeacon witnessed the confirmation, and he
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was Archdeacon in 1130. This was Capel Church of the

future. In the Taxatio of Pope Nicholas, 1291, the style of

Dorking is still Dorking cum Capella. Yet in Pontissara, Ep.

Reg. f. i6oa, in 1270, Ecclesia de Ewalkene is named in a list

of parish churches next to Dorking. At any rate, in 1361,

Adam atte Plesshette granted lands which had been held by
Edith Pipestre of the grant of Maurice de Ewekne lying in the

parish of Capelle de Ewekene. (Charter in possession formerly

of the late Rev. T. R. O'Fflahertie, Vicar of Capel.) Manning
and Bray, Vol. Ill, App. cxxx, quote a charter of 1481 with

reference to land in the parishes of Dorking and Ewekenes.
They were puzzled by the name ; but Ewekenes, or Eutons,

is the name of an extant farm in Capel, and preserves the name
of the place where the Chapel was erected in the twelfth cen-

tury ; the Chapel which superseded the old name as the name
of the place. In 1334 Dorking and Capel were transferred by
the last de Warenne earl of Surrey from Lewes Priory to his

newly founded house of Austin Canons of the Holy Cross at

Reigate. It is possible that then the actual date may be found
of the elevation of the Chapel de la Wachna to the rank of

Ecclesia, a parish church. The tithes of Capel were let, separ-

ately from those of Dorking, January 28th, 1359-60 (Winton,

Ep. Reg. Edington, II, 41-42). Though the church is described

still as capella ecclesiae parochialis de Dorkynge—la Capele

vulgariter nuncupata, the fact of the tithes being distinguish-

able implies a practical parochial organization. A licence of

April 27th, 1355 (Winton, Ep. Reg. Edyngton II, 32) seems to

recognize such an arrangement. Walter (Chapman), Vicar of

Dorking, may have the tithes on lease. Those tithes, and the

rectorial glebe, collectively the Parsonage estate, were a valu-

able property to the Priory of the Holy Cross and to their

lay successors. The extremely inadequate stipend paid by
the latter to the unfortunate curates, very likely by the former

also, was a very poor proportion of the value. In the eight-

eenth century the Parsonage estate was mortgaged for £16,000,

which, however, proved to be above its value, and was charged

with a payment to the curate of £20 a year. In 1842 it was
sold for over £10,000, and was charged with £60 a year. The
bulk of the Parsonage land was east of Capel village street,

south of Parsonage Lane, round about where the present
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vicarage house stands. This part was called Old Clarks'.

Clark's Farm and Clark's Green were some way off, south

of it, and were named from a man called Clark. It looks

as if " Old Clarks' " was named from the clerici of Reigate

Priory. ^

The existing fabric of the church does not seem to throw

any light upon the date of its rise in dignity from a chapel

to a church. The original Capella of the twelfth century was
as likely as not a wooden building. Oak timber was abundant
on the spot, and cheap. The lancet windows in the south

chancel wall are of the latter part of the twelfth century.

The west and south doorways may be of the same date. The
first stone Capella may have been built by Lewes Priory,

about 1180-90. The walls are very thick for so small a build-

ing ; the west wall is 4 feet thick. The curious diagonal

buttresses, at each corner of the nave, are an afterthought.

Reigate Priory may have added them in the fourteenth cen-

tury, finding perhaps that the weight of the Horsham slabs

on the roof was too much even for the thick walls.

To come to the curates in charge. The first name extant

is Henry, Capellanus de Eweken, in the Dorking Manorial Court

Roll of October 5th, 1282. Two local names appear in connec-

tion with him. He was joint executor of the will of William

de Brugeshulle, and appears in the matter of a debt of Walter

Brekesper's. Bregsells and Brakespears are both existing

farms in Capel, near Holmwood Station. In the same Roll,

Richard, Clericiis de Capella, appears in the suit of Maurice de

Ewekene, in a plea of trespass. But though Richard may have
been attached to the Chapel, Henry was clearly curate in

charge.

There is then a long gap, till in 1371 WiUiam le Hore resigned

the Vicarage of Effingham for the Vicarage of Capel (Winton,

Ep. Reg. Wykeham, I, 36, v.). He appears in the Bishop's

Register because of his resignation of Effingham, not as insti-

tuted to Capel. But it is noteworthy that Capel is here called

a Vicarage.

1 Clark's Green and Clark's Farm must be distinguished from the
Parsonage estate. At Mill House, in Clark's Farm, an old manorial
mill, of the Manor of Dorking, stood. It was pulled down and the
materials used for building Shiremark Mill on the Sussex boundary in

1774. (Deeds in possession of the late Rev. T. R. O'Fflahertie.)
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Still more puzzling is the appearance of Richard Shaa, called

Clericiis, rector de Capele, in the Manorial Court of Dorking

held April 23rd, 1512. In a Court on July 23rd, 1522, Richard

Shawe, clericus, of Capel, appears. He is no doubt the same
man. The Priory of the Holy Cross, Reigate, was Rector.

Was Shaa, or Shawe, a wealthy priest who had a lease of the

Parsonage lands, and so was called Rector ? In 1512 he was

admitted as tenant of Pypefield, held of Dorking Manor, con-

taining 10 acres, more or less. His institution as Rector has

not, so far, been traced in the Registers, and it is scarcely

possible that he really was such.

Sir Richard Palmer was curate in 1536, for he is " my ghostly

father " who received 6s. 8^. by the will of Nicholas Young
of Capel to say masses for his soul. In 1539 he is called

" curate " in the will of John Tyltte, and was a witness to

the will of John Nytyngale the same year.

Richard Palmer may be the last curate appointed by the

Reigate Priory. It is possible that his was a lay appointment

after the suppression. Certainly the next, Richard Paine,

must have been such. He appears as executor to the will

of the Rector of Newdigate, John Baynyne, in 1540. He was

ready to undertake masses for his neighbour's soul, but, if he

performed them, was not paid for so doing, because the debts

of the deceased exceeded his estate. William Jones is the

next name found, in 1584-5 (27 Eliz.), as liable to a clerical

subsidy, being a curate in receipt of £8 or more stipend. (Exch.

Clerical Sub. Dioc, Winton, 27 Eliz. ^Vt-)

John Allen appears in 1632, in a lease of the Parsonage of

Capel by Dame Elizabeth Cooper. He is to receive £12 a year

from the lessee. He also witnessed the lease. In 1644 he

was deprived, on various charges, but clearly as a Royalist

in fact. The lay impropriator refused to pay anyone else.

The details of the deprivation are given in our Collections,

Vol. IX, p. 254. Mr. Robert Dennis was appointed in 1646,

and in default of Mr. Cooper's, the lay impropriator's, payment,

was provided for out of the sequestrated estates of the Chapter

of Winchester. Master Dennys was still Curate of Capel when

the Presbyterian's classis was organized in 1648, but in 1649

John Higham (or Heigham) received an augmentation of £25

to his stipend as Curate of Capel. He was afterwards the
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Rector of Wotton, and son and grandson of former Rectors.

He died 1684. He retained the living of Wotton till his death,

but vacated Capel in probably 1658, when his father died,

and he received the parish of Wotton. The Parish Registers

show a vacancy at Capel. Baptisms and burials were performed

at Newdigate. In 1666, Mr. Ash is mentioned as " a Minister,

late of Capell in Surry," in the proceedings of a Parliamentary

Committee appointed to enquire into the late increase of

Popery, and the Fire of London, on the assumption that the

Papists caused it.^

Henry Poyntz, Curate, so describes himself in the Parish

Registers, 1668, and his children were baptized at intervals up

to 1678. He makes his family entries in Latin. Between

1717 and 1719, dated by the time when Sir John Parsons was

owner of the Rectory, Jacob Marchant was curate and receiv-

ing £20 a year from the Rectory. In 1725, John Birde was

curate. He answered the questions in Bishop Willis' Visitation

in that year.

Charles Ayleway was curate in 1754 (P. Registers). Samuel

Goodenge was curate in 1760 (P. Registers). He was insti-

tuted as Vicar of Dorking in 1767, and died 1800. George

Allen was Curate of Capel in succession to him in 1767. He
had been a curate in Dorking, 1763-7 (P. Registers), and

was son of Timothy Allen, Lecturer at Dorking at the time of

Willis' Visitation, 1725. George Allen was born in 1723 ;

whether a descendant of John Allen, deprived in 1644, is not

known. George Allen was instituted as Rector of Newdigate

in 1776, and held it till his death in 1787. It is likely that he

continued holding the curacy of Capel as well. He resided in

neither, for he paid rates in Dorking as an occupier. He
celebrated a marriage at Capel in 1786. John Duncombe,
called both Minister and Curate, was at Capel in 1787, and

he certainly served also as Curate at Newdigate for a non-

resident rector in 1789. In that year, Thomas Duncombe,
possibly his son, was Curate of Capel, and celebrated mar-

riages up to 1807. In January, 1808, John Hardcastle signs

as Minister in the Registers.

In 1812 Joseph Fell is Minister, but in the same year P. B.

^ The late Rev. T. R. O'Fflahertie of Capel found this reference to

Mr. Ash.
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Beath is minister pro hac vice, and later in the same year is

" minister " simply. He was the regularly appointed Curate,

mentioned as such in the testamentary dispositions of the

Parsonage estate in the nineteenth century. He was suc-

ceeded in 1848 by the Rev. T. R. O'Fflahertie, M.A., St. John's

College, Cambridge, to whose industrious researches the writer

owes a great part of the above details. In his time the posi-

tion, and revenues, of a Vicar of the parish of Capel, were

regulated under Sir Robert Peel's Act for the creation of

Vicarages.


