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THE SAXON CEMETERY AT GUILDOWN,
GUILDFORD, SURREY.

BY

A. W. G. LOWTHER, A.R.I.B.A.

IN the early part of 1929 the first indications of this cemetery

were discovered by the gardener, while engaged in making
the garden for Mr. Kempster, the owner of the ground.

The initial discovery consisted of some fifty skeletons, mostly

about a foot below the surface, and mainly in the centre of

the area subsequently excavated (see plan).

The Surrey Archaeological Society were informed of the

discovery, and invited to undertake excavations.

It is entirely due to the very great kindness of Mr. and
Mrs. Kempster that this work has been carried out. Not
only did they place this part of their garden at the disposal

of the Society for many months, but also permitted the employ-

ment of Mr. Engall, their gardener, for three days out of every

week, bore a considerable part of the expense of the work,

provided meals for numerous voluntary helpers, allowed their

ground to be invaded by large parties of visitors, and, in

addition, very generously presented all the objects discovered

to the Guildford Museum. In all these circumstances the

importance of the results achieved is particularly gratifying.

The first half of the work, up to the excavation of burial

No. 138, was carried out under the direction of Colonel O. H.
North, D.S.O., F.S.A., from whose notes and records that

part of this report has been written.

It will be seen (plan) that this work mainly comprised

burials of the first (sixth century) period, and it was these

burials which provided the greater part of the "Grave
Furniture," besides showing that there is an important

extension of the cemetery under the adjoining garden to the
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east, which would well repay excavation, were permission

forthcoming.

The remainder of the work was under my direction, the

last few burials (by a curious coincidence again rich in finds)

being excavated in co-operation with Colonel North.

There is still the probability of some further burials being

discovered when the remaining piece of ground belonging to

Mr. Kempster is available for digging x and the likelihood of

their being of the sixth century, as an isolated burial of this

date, accompanied by an iron knife, was found in the garden

next-but-one (to the west) and about 30 feet from the Old

Road.

Of the 222 burials which have been investigated, less than

thirty contained " Grave Furniture " which dated them to

the latter half of the sixth century a.d.

Fragments of a few large cinerary urns with pieces of

calcined bone showed that there had also been a few cremated

burials of the same period, and that the cemetery was a
" mixed " one as regards cremation and inhumation. (Fig. 7
shows the most complete one of these large urns.)

Most of the remainder of the burials appear to be as late

as about a.d. 1040, and I will set out further on the evidence

for suggesting that many of them represent victims of the

Guildford Massacre, recorded as having taken place in a.d.

1036.

A coin of Edward the Confessor of about the year a.d.

1043, was found buried with three skeletons that were over,

and partly displacing, an earlier triple burial which had,

itself, completely broken up and displaced a sixth-century

burial.

This illustrates the very difficult problem of disentangling

the various periods of burial on this site. It is clear that there

were at least three such periods ; that the earliest was sixth

century and the latest eleventh century, but it is difficult

to assign any date to many of the isolated burials, which had

no objects accompanying them. It is here that the full report

on the skeletons, work that is being done by the Royal College

of Surgeons, will probably assist, but this report will not be

1 Since writing this, another burial, No. 223, was found and is recorded

further on.
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ready for some time, and will have to form the subject of

a separate publication. For the present, it is only possible

to note any points about them that were observed while

the excavations were in progress, and which were obvious

to those without any special training in this side of the work.

It would have been invaluable could we have had an oste-

ologist present to make observations as each one was uncovered,

and to detect points that are only apparent before the bones

are moved. Failing this, we have had photographs made of

as large a number as possible, and the excellence of this work
carried out by Mr. Donovan E. H. Box, will be of great assist-

ance.

From a preliminary examination of some of the later skele-

tons, by Sir Arthur Keith, it is learned that they have a
particularly interesting type of skull ; a type that has occurred

from only a few other sites, viz. : Hythe, and in a Spitalfields

graveyard. They are distinguished by their large, well-formed

skulls and rather slender leg-bones. Apparently a type that

comes from the other side of the English Channel, which is

in agreement with the description of the victims of Earl

Godwin's massacre, who are stated to have been Normans.
A description of the massacre, and extracts from some of

the surviving (rather contradictory) accounts are inserted at

the end of this Report.

The Site.

The position of the Cemetery is such that it must be classed

among " Hill-top " burial places, since it is on the summit
of the Hog's Back ridge and at the east end, overlooking

Guildford. Thus it is on that side of the River Wey on which
the earliest town of Guildford is believed to have been situated.

It stretches along the south side of the old road, the con-

tinuation of the Harroway, which runs the full length of the

ridge and at this point starts to dip down into Guildford.

It is claimed that this road is Roman work, but it is shown
on the Ordnance Survey Map of Roman Britain as one of

those whose course is uncertain. No burials have been found
on its north side, where there are now open fields, but these

have only been probed in one or two places. Apart from
modern building development, the general character of the
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site must be similar to what it was in the sixth century.

Open downland with a very shallow depth (8-inch average)

of soil covering the undisturbed chalk, it seems probable

that it was then merely pasture land (Fig. i).

GUILDFORD, surrey
Key Plan to Saxon site adjoining* Small Saxon Urn and \\j0i'

Old Ro&d on Hogs Back ~ I ^ni^^fe^#^
.t*§0-

_ MO Soo Soo 7QO OOP 1000
1 1—1

—I
1 1 >-=3 ==1

Scale of feet

In recent years, and probably intermittently through

historical times, it has been under cultivation, and such things

as a farthing of Charles I, and a Canadian coin of the War
period have been found mixed together with seventeenth- and

twentieth-century sherds.

Early ploughing was probably responsible for the shearing



PLATE I

GRAVE 56. (BEAKER AND SPEAR WITH FERRULE)

GRAVE IO9. (GLASS BEAKER)
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PLATE II

GRAVE 77. (ROCK CRYSTAL PENDANT. TWO BRONZE DISC BROOCHES.
BRONZE RING, ETC.)

GRAVE 206. (URN
; BRONZE BROOCHES, PIN AND GRADED RINGS

|

SILVER FINGER RING
J

BEADS)
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GRAVE 102. CHILD ; LEGS CROSSED

GRAVE 136. CHILD ; LEGS CROSSED
(SPEARHEAD. IRON KNIFE. STONE HONE)



PLATE IV

GRAVE 214. CHILD (2' 7" TALL)
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GRAVE 137. CHILD (4' 2" TALL)

SMALL URN BESIDE SKULL
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away of parts of the skeletons which were near the surface,

and also for the scattering of objects of grave furniture which

had already been displaced by later burials.

It was a cause of some satisfaction that the site was not

further complicated by any traces of Roman or pre-Roman
occupation.

Extent of the Cemetery.

The ground occupied by the post-sixth-century burials

appears to be restricted to that part lying between the eastern

boundary fence and the " Rose screen," shown on the plan,

though it is likely that there are a few more in the ground

on the east side. (About 10 were partly exposed in digging

holes for planting trees.)

The sixth-century burials, however, extend along the ridge,

strung out some distance apart, in a westerly direction, 1

and a shallow burial, accompanied by a knife, was found

about 150 feet west of grave No. 215.

They were grouped most thickly in the north corner of

the ground at our disposal, and it is here that the best of the

grave furniture was discovered. There is every indication

that much might be found in the undug ground adjacent

to this corner, were it available for excavation.

Procedure of Excavation.

The method employed in excavating the piece of ground
at our disposal consisted of a systematic clearance of the

whole area, the burials being so distributed that one might
suddenly encounter a number of them, or, at other times,

dig a considerable area without finding one. The turf and
soil was first removed over a limited area, which was then

cleared right down to the chalk, when the loose earth-and-

chalk filling the graves was easily distinguished from the

undisturbed subsoil. Each grave was then cleared by hand
(using small trowels, awls and brushes) until the skeleton and
grave furniture (if any) were sufficiently exposed to be photo-

1 This " strung-out " type of cemetery has been found elsewhere,
as at Garton Slack Valley, Yorks, where are two E.-W. cemeteries
a few miles apart. (Recorded by J. R. Mortimer, in British and Saxon
Burial Mounds of East Yorks, pp. 247-70.)
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graphed ; measurements and notes were taken and then the

objects removed for cleaning or preservative treatment before

being placed in the Museum, and the skeletons taken out

bone by bone and packed for sending to the Royal College of

Surgeons. This piece of ground was then filled in to receive

the topsoil from a further area. In this way, any disturbance

of the natural surface of the chalk was investigated, resulting

among other things in the discovery of several post-holes in

different parts of the ground. (These were plotted in on the

plan until the discovery of a nineteenth-century brick, at the

bottom of one, indicated their recent date.)

Systematic clearance of the site also resulted in the finding

of several objects of " grave furniture " that had been displaced

from sixth-century graves by later burials, and had since

been further scattered by ploughing.

The burials numbered 1-54 x are those which were found,

and partially or wholly destroyed when the ground was first

dug, so that the exact position and direction of most of them

is uncertain. A few were rediscovered when this area was

systematically excavated, and are recorded on the plan and

in the notes on the burials.

Thanks are due to many people for their assistance in the

work. It is impossible to name them all, but, in particular,

to Mr. Reginald Smith, for advice and preservative treatment

at the British Museum, of many of the finds ; Miss Sumner,

who spent many hours on the tedious work of cleaning and

packing the skeletons ; Colonel Bidder ; Mr. A. R. Cotton
;

and many others.

In the following pages, the system that has been adopted

is to describe, first of all, the earliest burials (shown in red

on the plan) and the objects buried with them. Then follow

some notes on the few burials of later date which had anything

associated with them. After this, there is a description of

the eleventh-century burials and the " group " burials (mainly

in threes) which are apparently all of this late date.

The full notes on the burials, compiled as the work was in

1 The somewhat scattered arrangement of the numbers given to the

skeletons on the plan is due to their being numbered in the order in

which they were discovered ; work generally being in progress in

different parts of the site simultaneously.
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progress, come next and contain all the information that is

known about many of the skeletons until Sir Arthur Keith's

report is received.

Last of all, are some extracts from the various works that

refer to the Guildown Massacre.

THE SIXTH-CENTURY PAGAN BURIALS

These were distinguished from the later burials by the

various objects (usually termed " grave furniture ") which

were buried with them. In the case of several burials of young

children there were no accompanying articles (Nos. 102, 214

and 67), but the condition of the bones (the earlier skeletons

were all far more decayed than the later one's) and other

features showed that they were of this date.

The sixth-century burials are mainly over 2 feet in depth,

and all except No. 78, orientated W.-E. The finding of

scattered grave furniture lying on the surface of the chalk,

but without any burial, as well as the finding of bones and

ornaments among the filling material to later graves, led us

to suppose that there had also been shallow sixth-century

burials, but it was only when we opened up the ground to

the west, away from the late burials, that we discovered

a shallow burial of this period (No. 215), undisturbed by any

later burial, though the upper part of the skeleton had been

dug through in modern times.

The burials that can be assigned to this first period (at

the time of writing) are thirty-six in number and are shown

in red on the plan.

Only two of them (Nos. 69 and 89) had large flints arranged

beside the body as was found with most of the burials in the

Saxon Cemetery at Long Wittenham, Berks. (Archceologia

XXXVIII, page 337). Also, in most cases, the head was not

pillowed but turned to one side or other.

Until the full report on the skeletons is available nothing

much can be said about them. It is noticeable, however,

that a large proportion of these early burials are those of

women and children. Two of the child burials (Nos. 102

and 136) were found to have the legs crossed, apparently

so arranged intentionally as the burials had been carefully

performed, but with what special significance is not clear.
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Of the two, only the latter was accompanied by grave furni-

ture.

As regards the position of the skeletons in their graves,

most of them were lying on the

back, extended full length, arms
to the sides or with the hands

together above the pelvis, and
the head turned to one side or

other. Nos. 86, no and 139,

however, had the bodies slightly

flexed and lying partially on the

side, while the last-named had
the upper part of the body in

the curious position shown (Fig.

2), the left hand being bent up
towards the mouth.

It will be seen from the

illustrations, that the food (or

drinking) vessel, whether glass

beaker, urn or (as for G. 135)

a small bucket, was placed

behind the head. The spears

were either to right or left of

the body irrespectively ; of the

five found, three were on the

left and two (both with closed

sockets) on the right of the

skeletons.

Where knives were found, they

were generally underneath or

just beside the body, as though

1 ?- they had been in sheaths at-

^^S"-^ Sv'n-^'S tached to, or else stuck into,

the belt.

With most of the skeletons

of this group, a thin film of

carbon covering the bones was

observed as each was uncovered. This was probably formed

by the decomposition of material which had formed the

clothes, but in no case was any texture of cloth noticeable.

FIG. 2. G. 139

W. E. 85 m. G. 6' 6" X 2' 5' X (2' 8") S = 5

Urn behind head to R. Black layer over
skeleton as from coarse cloth.
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Burial No. 223, the additional find, was, like No. 215, less

than 2 feet in depth, and had survived through being outside

Head oF-

Origtnal
t

Grave

Head of*

Second \

Grave )

Cranium
(Inverted.)

Lower Jaw
(inverted)

Bronze
BroocFt

'- Jhnbei
I Bead

- -S- Skull of
Second
Burial

Cranium
and Jaw

Brooch

5ECTI02V

FIG. 3. GRAVE II3 (CUT INTO BY THE LATER AND DEEPER BURIALS II4
AND II5)

the area of the later burials. Evidence of shallow sixth-

century burials in this area was found in several places, but
they had been broken up, and the grave furniture scattered

when the later graves were dug.
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DESCRIPTIONS OF THE GRAVE FURNITURE WITH
THE SIXTH-CENTURY BURIALS

Glass Beakers. (Plate VIII.)

i. (Grave 56.) Beaker of amber-coloured glass in a perfect

state of preservation ; found at back, and on right side, of

head (Plate I). Of normal funnel type, with thread moulding

at mouth and pillar moulded loops, round sides, it is unusually

wide at the mouth in proportion to its length. Dimensions

4f X 9! inches.

2. (Grave 109.) This is of usual shape and colour, of

which a large number have been found in England, France

and Scandinavia. Of thinner glass than the last and of pale

blue-green colour, it is complete though somewhat cracked.

Found in a similar position to the last (Plate I) . Dimensions

3! X 9f inches.

Beads. (Plates VIII and IX.)

It is stated by Baldwin Brown (The Arts in Early England,

Vol. IV, page 430) that
—

" It has been noticed that there

is a curious dearth of them in the cemeteries of Surrey "
;

the four strings of beads that have turned up in the Guildown

Cemetery are therefore of added importance and will be

described in detail. It is unfortunate that they cannot be

reproduced in colour, as they have an extraordinary range

of colours and shades (blues, reds, green, yellow, etc.,) and the

designs are very varied. Many of them are of beautiful

silvery or opalescent hues, due apparently to the decomposition

of the surface of the glass.

Two large bead-like objects have been found (Plate VIII),

and, quoting from the same authority, it is stated that "...
in the case of items of exceptional size it may be doubtful

whether they were worn pendant-wise as part of a necklet

or were not rather spindle whorls."

No. 2 is most probably a spindle whorl, as the central

hole is very large and slightly chipped round the edges, possibly

in use. It is of deep blue glass, with an inlaid design of opaque

white glass on the upper surface and round the edge. Its

position in the grave (No. 215) beside the right forearm seemed
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to show that it was a separate object inserted in the burial

rather than an ornament on the clothing.

Plate VIII, No. 3 (Grave No. 123).

This, on the other hand, is probably purely an ornament
and an extra large type of bead, the hole being rather too

small for the insertion of a spindle. It is of the " lobed
"

type which appears to be derived from the Roman " melon "

bead, for which reason this form is usually given an early

date. Six of the beads from this site are of the lobed type.

This bead is of pale green glass, with an inlaid red spot on
each of the six lobes. Found placed centrally on the chest

of the skeleton.

Plate IX No. 1 (Grave 206).

A string of 25 beads, found beside the right thigh-bone,

and therefore possibly a bangle rather than a necklace. Too
displaced to restring in their original order, they do, however,

pair off evenly and their present arrangement is probably

fairly correct. Taking them in order towards the centre from
either end : 1 and 2, blue

; 3, amber-coloured
; 4, blue-white

with red inlaid spots (decomposed)
; 5, red and yellow ; 6 and

7, dark blue lines on bluish-white ; 8, 9 and 10, dark blue

with irregular red spots (decomposed) ; 11 and 12, black

with inlaid spots which have entirely decomposed or fallen

out ; 13, large, deep blue with decomposed white inlay.

No. 2 (Grave yy).
" Earring " consisting of 5 small beads on a loop of bronze

wire.

Left to right : 1. Black.

2. Light blue ; opaque glass.

3. Mauve.

4. White with yellow spots
;

grooved.

5. Black.

Found low down towards the hips, it may have been used
as a dress ornament (as appeared to be the case with similar

objects found with one of the burials at Alfriston, Sussex).

No. 3 (Grave 185).

String of 40 beads (4 of them were too broken to be restrung)

found lying under the hands and on the right thigh-bone
of the skeleton.
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Mainly blue, the following exceptions (counting from the

right) are of interest : i and 4, lobed, amber-coloured glass
;

3, lobed, pale blue ; 8, chocolate red with white inlay. As
last, this was probably a bead bangle.

No. 4. (Found, displaced, near surface and restrung.) Five

deep blue glass beads.

No. 5. (Found, displaced, near surface.) 1 (large) amber-

coloured
; 3 red ; 2 black ; 1 deep green.

No. 6 (Grave 75).

String of 26 beads, found at back of head. Several are of

pearly iridescence, due to decomposition ; the 12th (from

right) white, with blue inlay ; the remainder, chiefly blue.

No. 7 (Grave 78).

String of 40 beads (2 completely broken). The most varied

set discovered ; as originally found, a bronze disc and plain

coil ring were apparently threaded among them. Taking them
from left to right : 1, silver iridescent (decayed) ; 2, green,

tubular
; 3, white, with amber-coloured lattice and spots

;

4, magenta, opaque and horizontally grooved
; 5, bright red ;

6, mottled
; 7, brown and white ; 8, blue-green, transparent

;

9 (decomposed) ; 10, dark green ; n, black ; 12, mottled
;

13, blue-green, transparent ; 14, black ; 15, mottled ; 16

(decomposed) ; 17, black with white scrolls; 18 (decomposed)
;

19, mottled yellow and blue ; 20, as last ; 21, black with white

scrolls ; 22, bright blue ; 23, amber-coloured glass ; 24
(largest), black with thin red veins running round. Three

large, pale blue spots with white lattice decoration ; 25,

amber glass with parallel white lines. A " lobed " bead
;

26, deep blue, with mottled inlay ; 27, white, with blue lattice

and spots ; 28, black ; 29, pale blue, transparent
; 30, mottled

(decomposed)
; 31, bright blue

; 32, silver and gold (glass

decomposed)
; 33, black

; 34, greenish-blue transparent glass ;

35, black, with white spots and a bright red streak to one

side ; 36, blue-white, with amber-coloured lattice and spots

(as No. 3) ; 37, red ; 38, yellowish-green, transparent, lobed.

As regards the number of beads to the string, the average

for the four found at this site is just over thirty, which agrees

with the average number given for other sites. In many
cases, however, they appear to range from some twenty or

so to several hundred, probably according to the status of



PLATE V

GRAVE 7cS. (URN ; BRONZE BUCKLE, ETC.

GRAVES 210, 211, 212, 213. (SAUCER BROOCHES AND AMBER BEADS
WERE FOUND DISPLACED FROM NOS. 210 OR 213)
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PLATE VI

GRAVE I35. (GILT-BRONZE BANDS FROM A SMALL BUCKET BEHIND
HEAD ; IRON BUCKLE AT WAIST)

{Photo by Mr. W. J. Otway)

THE BUCKET FROM GRAVE 135 AS RESTORED.
(DIAM. 4 INS., HT. CONJECTURAL)



PLATE VII

GRAVE III. (SPEAR)

GRAVE 223. (SPEAR, KNIFE AND BUCKLE)
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the person they belonged to. It seems to be an accepted

rule that they indicate that the burial is that of a woman.

Amber Beads. (Plate IX.)

Twelve amber beads (and a few fragments of a thirteenth),

have been found. The four found with Grave 85 are the most

carefully turned, the others being of rough disk shape. The

amber is of a beautiful deep colour but which, owing to decay

of the surface, only shows where there is a recent fracture.

They appear to have been worn as separate ornaments, possibly

stitched to the clothing (or used as buttons) as there were

never more than four or five in any burial and some had only

one or two.

Spears. (Plate X.)

Four of the burials were accompanied by iron spear-heads,

and, by a lucky chance, all four are of different types. Only

one was furnished with an iron ferrule which enabled us to

obtain the original length of the shaft, and sufficient of the

wood remained in some of the sockets for it to be identified

as Ash. (This work was very kindly undertaken by the

Forest Products Research Laboratory at Oxford.)

No. 1 (Grave 56).

A very elongated and finely shaped blade, with sharp central

rib and closed socket. 1 Found with its pointed iron ferrule,

giving a total length of 6 feet 2 inches for the spear, 2
i.e.

7 inches longer than the height of the man by whose right

side it was buried. The spear-head is 13! inches, the ferrule

8 inches long. The beaker of amber-coloured glass was the

only other object accompanying this burial.

No. 2 (Grave in).

This is of the grooved, open-socketed type, the blade having

a shallow groove to the left of the centre on either side. It

is also leaf-shaped, but shorter than the last. Length iof

1 The " closed " socketed spear is very rarely found in Anglo-

Saxon burials in this country. Baldwin Brown records two only,

viz. Saxby (Leicestershire), and Brighton.
2 A spear, with ferrule, from a Saxon burial (C. 38, No. 2) at Driffield,

Yorks, showed its length to have been 6 feet 3 inches (British and
Saxon Burial Mounds, p. 277, by J. R. Mortimer).
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inches. The grooving of the blade to one side of the centre

and on both faces is paralleled by a blade from Suffolk in the

Pitt Rivers Museum at Farnham, Dorset.

No. 3 (Grave 136). (Fig. 4, No. 2.)

section

No. 1

section a.b

No. 2

FIG. 4.—DRAWINGS OF IRON WEAPONS, ETC.

§ actual size.
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Open-socketed spear-head, with straight sides to the blade

which is slightly curved on the surfaces and without any median

rib.

Length 8f inches and I inch wide at widest part. Found
buried with a boy aged about ten.

No. 4 (Grave 138). (Fig. 4, No. 1).

" Miniature " spear-head, 3 \ inches long, with flat, leaf-

shaped blade and open socket. By some authorities these

are termed " lance " or even " arrow " heads, but, as in the

case of one found at Alfriston, it was buried with a child

(in this case apparently about seven years old), so that they

probably served to instruct children in the use of the spear.

It was the only object found with this burial, and was
lying, point upwards, by the left shoulder.

The account of the Alfriston find (Sussex Archceological

Collections, Vol. LVI, PL XX, Figs 6, 6a, 6b) states that the

skeleton (No. 63) was probably that of a boy about twelve years

of age, and that " this spear-head was inverted (point towards

feet) close to, and possibly grasped by, the right hand."

From its position, and the length of the grave, the shaft

of the Guildford spear cannot have been more than 4 feet

6 inches long or about 10 inches longer than the skeleton.

The spear-heads emphasize a point that is also noticeable

with the brooches and other objects of grave furniture that

have been found at this site, viz. the extraordinary variety

of types ; very few of them are duplicated, and each burial

that had something with it seemed to provide a variation

from what we had already found.

No. 5 (Fig. 5, No. 3).

Closed-socketed spear, similar to No. 1, found with the

additional burial, No. 223. The point, about 2 inches, is

missing, and there was no ferrule to show the original length

of the shaft.

Iron Knives. (Plate XL)

These, of which six (and a piece) have been found, are

all of normal type and vary from 5 to 6| inches in length.

No. 1 (Grave 130) retains traces of the wood handle.

No. 2 (Grave 136) (Fig. 4, No. 3) differs from the re-
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No. i No. 2

No. 3

FIG. 5.—DRAWING OF GRAVE FURNITURE FOUND WITH G. 223

3 actual size.
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mainder in being perfectly flat and not thickened out at the

back of the blade.

No. 3 (Grave 116) is without the " haunch " between the

tang and the back of the blade, which follows through in a

gradual curve.

No. 6 was found with the shallow burial some distance to

the west.

The only other iron objects found with the burials (apart

from the buckles described further on) were :

i. An iron pin, 4 inches long, with globular head found

with Grave 78.

2. A plain iron ring, of circular section and i| inches diam-

eter, found with Grave 116, lying on the left thigh-bone.

Brooches.

Among the finds are brooches belonging to five of the main

headings under which Anglo-Saxon brooches are usually

classified. (Nils Aberg deals with them very fully in his

book The Anglo-Saxons in England, and references to it are

here shown by the letters N.A.)

These five types are :

1. Saucer Brooches.

(Cast in one piece.)

2. Applied Brooches.

(Formed in three parts ; back and front plates,

and separate rim piece.)

3. Disk Brooches.

4. Long Brooches with triangular foot.

a. Trefoil-headed variety.

5. Square-headed Brooches.

(With downward biting animal heads between bow
and foot.)

(a) " With Borders of Head plate formed of trans-

verse animal heads in full face." N.A., pp. 65-9.

(b) " Biting animal heads transformed into entire

animal figures." N.A., pp. 74-9.

The total number of the brooches found is nineteen, and

all are of bronze and were originally furnished with hinged

iron pins, traces of which are all that remain on most of them.

The brooches under headings 1, 2 and 5 were originally gilt
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on the face, and much of the gilding still remains on some

of them. The disk brooches were tinned on the exposed

face, giving the appearance of silver.

(Another square-headed brooch, Fig. 6, has been found

just in time to be included in this report.)

Saucer Brooches.

Plate XV, No. 3.

The broken disk of a saucer brooch, with central hole and
decoration of concentric grooves. Found, together with

fragments of a faceted rock-crystal pendant (like the one

on Plate VIII, No. 1), away from any burial. They are

evidently part of the furniture from a grave which had been

disturbed at a later date and were found at the bottom of a

fairly deep plough furrow (see plan).

Plate XIV (Grave 210).

Pair of saucer brooches in good preservation, and retaining

most of the gilding. Rosette type of ornamentation, with

concentric rings and a row of " petals " formed of billets,

arranged alternately, single (large) and double (narrow).

Grave 210 had been cut into by a later double burial, and
these brooches, with four amber beads, were found among
the material filling the later grave. It is clear, however,

that they really belonged to the earlier burial, of which the

head and neck were still in situ as buried.

Applied Brooches.

Plate XII, No. 1 (Grave 116).

Pair, having the same design on each. A raised, wavy
band encloses a circle of small raised dots. Within this is

a five-pointed star enclosing a circular design consisting of

a ring of raised dots and a central boss. (Compare with a

very similar design on No. 3.) Found with them was the

Large Square-headed Brooch (Plate XIII), showing that

Geometric and Zoomorphic types of decoration were in use

contemporaneously.

No. 2 (Grave 123).

Pair of applied brooches, found together in same burial,

but differing in design.

(a) " Milled " edge (mostly broken away) enclosing a circle
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within which is a raised cross, the arms of which connect

with the circle and have scrolls and dots between them. This

design is, apparently, derived from a design, composed of

conventionalized heads, which has been found, in various

forms, on many Saucer and Applied Brooches. For brooches

with similar decoration, N.A. records (p. 17) :
" The type

appears in a find from Merton in Surrey (Br. M.), and also

in one from Long Wittenham in Berks. (Leeds., Saucer Br.,

Fig. 8b)." 1

(b) " Milled " edge enclosing a sharp, six-pointed star, with

heart-shaped scrolls between the points. Central boss corroded

away.

Both brooches of this pair are in a poor state of preservation,

and the rim bands are missing.

No. 3 (Grave 75).

Pair of applied brooches of similar design to No. 1, the

main difference being the different treatment of the centre

and of the five-pointed star. In this case, it has a daisy-like

rosette, similar to that found impressed on some of the pottery

(Fig. 9, No. 6) and the star is the " concave-sided " type.

The ornamented disk parts of the brooches were found lying

separate from the back plates, and have since been restored. 2

Disk Brooches.

Plate XV.
Two pairs of disk brooches have been found, both of bronze

with iron pins and traces of tinning on the face.

1 Regarding this motif, Salin (in Die altgermanische Thierornamentik,

p. 169) says :

" This design is known on a large square-headed brooch from West
Gotland, Sweden (Salin, f. 130), not indeed a very early specimen,
but probably not later than a.d. 500."

2 A similarly ornamented pair of saucer brooches were found at

Brighthampton, Oxon (figured in Leeds' " The Distribution of the
Anglo-Saxon Saucer Brooch in Relation to the Battle of Bedford,
a.d. 571," Archceologia, Vol. LXIII, p. 159, PI. XXV, No. 4). Here
he states :

" Neither the star, nor the spiral design as it appears on the saucer
brooches, are essentially Teutonic in origin and they may well be
native survivals in this country."
The sharp-angled star, as on the Guildown pair on Plate XII

No. 1, occurs on an elaborate brooch from Fairford, Gloucs (Leeds, PI.

XXV, No. 2).



20 SAXON CEMETERY AT GUILDOWN.

No. i (Grave 81).

Pair, slightly different in treatment, the one being plain

with small central hole, the other with central depression

and faintly grooved concentric rings. Found in position on

breasts.

No. 2 (Grave 77).

Pair, decorated with broad, shallow, turned, concentric

grooves. Similar to the former pair and found in same position

on the skeleton.

Long Brooches with Triangular Foot.

Plate XV, No. 4.

The pair of brooches of this type were found with Grave 78.

They are of the " trefoil-headed " subdivision which is believed

to be derived from the " Cruciform " type, flat projections

taking the place of the round knobs on the head-plate. Each
of the three projections, the centre of the head and foot are

ornamented with concentric circles. The bow portion is

modelled with a crude " face " design.

With reference to this type, N.A. says (pp. 56-7) :
" They

occur in Western Scandinavia, Holstein and Friesland, but

nowhere do they appear so numerously as in England, where

they even exceed the cruciform brooches in number." He
records three as having been found in Surrey, one of them,

from Shepperton, is in the Guildford Museum, (Bald. Brown,

PI. CLVI, 5), the others are at Croydon.

Plate V shows their position on the skeleton, one on either

breast, lying diagonally, with the head downwards.

Large Square-headed Brooches.

Plate XIII (Grave 116).

This very fine, ornate brooch, in good preservation, is of

exceptional interest in having almost an exact counterpart

in a brooch found in the cemetery at Alfriston, Sussex, and

now in the Museum at Lewes (Sussex Arch. Coll., LVI, PI. Ill,

No. 2, and p. 21). The main difference between them is that

the Alfriston brooch has ornamentation on the bridge, and

a shorter arm (and hence the decoration is modified in this

part) to the central lobe. In both cases the two side lobes
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are plain. The Alfriston brooch is reported as having been

found before excavations commenced and there is no record

of the burial with which it was associated. The Guildown

brooch was found lying transversely across the breast of the

skeleton, and is 4f inches long. The zoomorphic decoration

has thirteen heads and several disjointed limbs worked into

the pattern, and much of the original gilding still remains.

This brooch has the heads which border the head-plate
" continuous," as against the other type in which each head

is separated from the next by a narrow slit. Between the

heads occur small holes, four in all.

In the same burial were found, one on either breast, the

two applied brooches (Plate XII, No. i), with five-pointed

star decoration.

Square-headed Brooches.

Plate XIV (Grave 206).

Pair of brooches of similar type. These brooches, in a

rather poor state of preservation, belong to the same type

as the previous one, having their head-plates bordered with

animal heads in full-face and Down-biting Animal Heads
between Bow and Foot. In other respects, however, they

have more in common with brooches of the type of one found

at Chessel Down, Isle of Wight (N.A., Fig. 121), viz. the forma-

tion of the Bow ; the absence of median ridge on the foot

;

the absence of lobes to the foot, and, lastly, the scroll decora-

tion inside the head-plate rectangle. It is thus, apparently,

a link between the two types. Another interesting feature

of the decoration concerns the animal heads in the design,

for it has both the very conventionalized heads (forming the

border) and the more definite type of head (in the centre

of the lower band of the head-plate rectangle). As on the

brooch from Fairford, Gloucs. (Akerman, PI. 7), the two eyes,

one in each panel, forming a face on the Bow, are also unusual.

The silver finger-ring (Plate XI, c) was among the grave

furniture in the same burial. It has animal heads, similar

to those decorating the feet of the Cruciform brooches (N.A.,

Group III), as terminals to the spiral band of which it is

formed.

(b) Biting Animal Heads, etc.
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The one brooch of this type, Plate XV, No. 5, found in grave

113 (see Fig. 3), is typically Kentish. N.A. says of this class

of brooch, " They are generally of inconsiderable size, and thus

characteristic of the predilec-

tion of the Kentish style for

miniature forms." The rect-

angular plate terminating the

foot is a feature of these

brooches. Thus it will be

seen that both this and the

three preceding brooches are

South Coast types, and tend

to show that the Saxons at

Guildford arrived here over-

land from the south, rather

than along the valleys of the

rivers Thames and Wey.
Fig. 6. Small brooch of

typical square-headed shape,

but with decoration consisting of incised concentric circles

instead of zoomorphic designs.

FIG. 6.—SMALL SQUARE-HEADED
BROOCH
Full size.

Finger Rings

It is stated by Baldwin Brown (The Arts in Early England,

p. 459) that :
" Anglo-Saxon finger rings of the pagan period

are miscellaneous in their character and of no special interest."

If this is so, then the silver ring (Plate XI, c) is a striking

exception. It is very finely chased, each end of the spiral

band terminating with an animal head, of which the eyes

and nostrils are carefully engraved.

The intervening space is decorated with small, transverse

flutes between a double-moulded rim. It was found (Grave

206) on the fourth finger of the left hand.

No. 1 (Grave 77) of bronze is a crude representation of

the same design, the heads being more conventionalized.

No. 2 (Grave 78), also of bronze, is of the ordinary plain

spiral band type, faintly grooved. It was apparently strung

on the necklace found with this burial.



SAXON CEMETERY AT GUILDOWN. 2%

Ornamental Rings with Grave 206 (Plates XI, /).

Lying down the right side of the body and stretching from just

below the shoulder to the hips (Plate II) were found eighteen

silvered bronze rings formed with a cable decoration. They
were arranged in pairs and graduated in size from i| inches

diam. (the top pair) to if inches diam. (the bottom pair). The
lower ones were slightly displaced and some of them broken,

but the upper ten were lying evenly spaced out and slightly

overlapping, getting wider apart as they went down. It is

suggested that they bordered an opening down the right side

of the tunic and were laced together as a fastening, forming

a decoration at the same time.

Similar rings, but with varying decoration and apparently

not silvered, were found, twenty-two in all, with the lower

part of a skeleton in the Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Saffron

Walden, Essex. Whereas those from the Essex cemetery are

open rings and vary in detail, ours are uniform in design

and continuous rings, the actual junction not being visible.

Bronze Pin. (Plate XI, e)

Lying across the chest and at right angles to the body
(Grave 206) was the bronze pin, 3§ inches long. The globular

head is faceted, and with a small circle stamped on each

of the five faces. Below the head is a band of decoration

consisting of five incised rings.

Small Bronze Objects (use uncertain)

Plate XI, a (Grave 130).

Small piece of thin bronze, bent over and connected by
two rivets ; also two flat, rivet-like pieces of bronze. Found
at the head of the grave, with the remains of what appears

to be leather. Two sets of similar objects, found with burials

at Harnham Hill, near Salisbury, are in the British Museum.
In the same grave, but to the left side, were two pieces of

bronze, i|- X j inch tapering to one end and originally con-

nected at the broader end by a small iron rivet. Similar

objects have been found in other cemeteries, but it can only

be suggested that they are mounts from some small object

of wood of which no trace remains.
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Objects of Rock Crystal

Two of the polygonal objects formed of rock crystal, which

are believed to have been used as spindle whorls, have been

found. Only one is complete (Plate VIII, No. i) and was

found (Grave 77) lying on the ribs of the left side (Plate II).

The pieces of another and similar one were found, apart from

any burial, with the broken saucer brooch.

Bucket, with Gilt-Bronze Hoops (Plate VI)

Just behind the head of the skeleton (Grave 135) in the

position normally occupied by a small urn or, as in two cases

by glass beakers, were found a coil-like arrangement of thin

bronze strips. When these were cleaned and repaired, they

were found to be 4 hoops (one incomplete) of bronze with

traces of gilding on the outer face, and of uniform 4 inches

diameter, the hoops originally being closed by soldering the

ends.

Traces of what appeared to have been leather, was found

with them.

The photograph shows a suggested restoration (in which

brown paper was employed in place of leather), the actual

spacing of the hoops being conjectural. The hoops were

probably stitched on to the leather in the original.

Buckles (Plate XVI).

For purposes of comparison, all the buckles are dealt with

here, whether found with burials that were definitely early

or late Saxon.

Most of them are made of iron, but there are two of bronze,

and one of iron and bronze.

(a) " Kidney-shaped " iron belt buckles ; only found with

sixth-century burials. This is a typically early Anglo-Saxon

type and four have been found at this cemetery, all in burials

accompanied by other objects and confirming the date.

No. 1 (Grave 215), No. 2 (Grave 130), No. 3 (Grave 135)

and, not figured (Grave 116). They are of the same size,

viz. 2X1 inches, and the pin is hinged on by being carried

round the back bar.

(b) " D-shaped " Iron Buckles.



SAXON CEMETERY AT GUILDOWN. 2$

Four of these have been found, and in each case they were

the only object found with the skeleton.

No. 4 (Grave 101) appeared to be with an early sixth-

century burial, and other burials had taken place on top of

it. It is quite inconclusive, however, as the buckle (a typical

belt buckle, others of this type being found at the waist)

was lying by the left shoulder, and must have been displaced

from this or some other burial. The report on this skeleton

may show that we are wrong in supposing it to be an early

burial, although in its depth and direction it agreed with the

majority of those of the sixth-century.

No. 5. A " D-shaped " iron buckle, found lying on the

waist of a skeleton (Grave 127) that is definitely late in date,

and possibly eleventh century. The burial underneath (Grave

126) had nothing with it to suggest a date, and is another

of those that depend on the report on the bones for further

information in this respect.

No. 6 (Grave 180).

Another buckle of same type as the last, and found at the

waist of a skeleton that is definitely of the eleventh century

(as will be explained in describing these " triple " burials,

of which this skeleton formed a unit).

No. 7 (Grave 93).

Belt buckle of the same type, found with the central skeleton

in a triple burial and apparently of the same date as the last

two.

Nos. 5, 6 and 7 seem to show that No. 4 is really a buckle

of the eleventh century as suggested, and that the skeleton

with which it was found is of the later period.

No. 8. Small iron buckle. Found displaced from grave.

Too small to be a belt buckle (unless used in pairs, as sometimes
found ; i.e. the belt would have forked strap-ends, each fasten-

ing through a buckle).

No. 8a. Found displaced. Tinned iron.

Bronze Buckles

No. 9 (Grave 78).

Horseshoe-shaped bronze belt buckle, found in position

with remains of leather belt. The upper surface is decorated

with a cable pattern. The pin looped round bar at back.
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A very similar buckle (tongue missing), from Long Wittenham,

Berks, is in the British Museum (No. 165).

No. 10 (Grave 208).

Oval bronze belt buckle with rectangular plate, which has

a rouletted design round the edge of its upper surface. Very
well preserved and found in position at the waist, with remains

of leather from the belt. Width of belt, \^ inch. Very

similar buckles have been found at Long Wittenham and

several other sites.

No. 11 (Grave 196).

Bronze buckle with iron tongue and 2|-inch iron plates.

The skeleton to which this belonged had been partly cut

away by later burials, and the buckle and plates were found

broken and separated but lying under the later skeletons.

The small " shield " on the tongue is interesting as being

a feature of the elaborate Kentish buckles.

Stone Sharpening Hone (Grave 136).

Lying by the right side of the skeleton was a whetstone

of a hard, grey limestone. Roughly circular in section and i\

inches in diameter. It is 5 inches long. A knife and a spear

were the only other objects accompanying this burial (that

of a boy) and suggest the use to which this whetstone was
put.

Pottery

The pottery that has been found is all hand-made and

consists of six urns (one broken and since repaired) found

accompanying burials and placed by the head of the skeleton,

and the scattered fragments of about ten others. Of the six,

only two (Plate XVII) had any decoration on them, while

most of the fragments of urns (displaced by later burials

and scattered by ploughing) are of decorated vessels.

The large urn (Fig. 7) found with the base fragment of

two others of similar size and small pieces of coloured bone,

are the only evidence we have of cremation and the classing

of this as a mixed cemetery.

No undisturbed cremated burials have been found, from

which we infer that they were few in number and that the

urns were buried close to the surface.
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The following is a complete description of the pottery,

classified according to type :

Decorated Urns.

(a) With raised bosses, pressed out from the inside and

also with stamped designs.

1. (Plate XVII, No. 5.) Fragment of a large urn of black

FIG. 7.—RECONSTRUCTION OF LARGE URN
(Height c. 8i ins.)

pottery. Decorated with ribs and bosses, the ribs having

diagonal incised ornament.

Rosettes (Fig. 9, No. 1) stamped over surface and hori-

zontal incised lines forming bands below rim. The pieces of

this urn were found, scattered, and apart from any burial.

Probably displaced by a later burial.

(b) With raised bosses only.

2. (Fig. 8.) Side fragment, found displaced, of a small

urn of dark brown pottery. (A similar Saxon vessel has
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since been found during road-making work between Mount
Street and Mareschal Road. Some ten skeletons found, near

by, at the same time, appear to be of later date.)

(c) With stamped designs and linear decoration.

3. (Plate XVII, No. 7) (Grave 206.)

Flattened facets have been formed round the bulge, and

a rosette stamped in the centre of each. Band of three

grooves below rim.

Double-line loops round sides below bulge. Height, 4 inches.

Base slightly flattened. Dark brown pottery.

FIG. 8

(Height c. 3j ins.)

4. (Plate XVII, No. 8) (Grave 185.)

Small urn of black pottery. Three grooves below rim
;

band of grid ornament (Fig. 9, No. 5) ; two grooves ; band
of rosettes (Fig. 9, No. 6). Height 4 J inches ; diameter

rim 3f inches, bulge 5 inches, base 2 inches. (With rounded
angles.) Found, broken and some pieces missing, with a

partly disturbed burial.

5. (Plate XVII, No. 6.)

Three fragments with impressed designs (Fig. 9, Nos. 2, 3,

and 4) and linear ornament. Found near surface.

6. (Fig. 7.)
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Large urn (probably cremation), of which the base and

fragments of the upper part were found near the surface of

the ground and towards the centre of the area excavated.

^A

to

FIG. 9.—THE ABOVE SHOWS SIX OF THE DIFFERENT DESIGNS STAMPED ON
THE POTTERY

(Full size),

NOS. 5 AND 6 ON SAME URN (G. 185). G. 206 AS NO. 6 BUT WITH CENTRAL RING

Linear decoration round the sides. Height, about 8£ inches

;

diameter of bulge probably 9! inches. Dark brown pottery.

7. (Fig. 10) (Grave No. 175. Found in filling).

FIG. IO.—FOOT RING OF URN
(Full size.)

Piece of " foot-ring " of urn of grey-brown pottery. This

is the only fragment of an urn with a " foot-ring " base found

at this site, all the remainder being rounded or merely

flattened.
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Plain, Undecorated Urns.

8. (Plate XVII, No. i) (Grave 78.)

Height 4 inches ; diameter of rim 4f inches, bulge 5 inches.

Base flattened, 2\ inches diameter. Found in inverted

position.

9. (Plate XVII, No. 2) (Grave 86.)

Rim diameter, 6 inches. Base flattened, 2.\ inches diameter.

Unusually wide-rimmed type.

10. (Plate XVII, No. 3) (Grave 139.)

Small black urn, with red-brown band round centre. Height

4 inches.

11. (Plate XVII, No. 4) (Grave 137.)

Found with the burial of a child, this is the smallest urn

from this site. Height 3! inches ; diameter at bulge 3! inches.

Base, rounded.

The pottery is all of a coarse, rather gritty texture, and,

being hand-made, the rims are quite simply formed. Each
vessel varies considerably in thickness and there is a lack

of symmetry about most of them.

THE POST-SIXTH-CENTURY BURIALS

It is an accepted fact that, with the conversion of the

Anglo-Saxons to Christianity and the building of churches

during the seventh and eighth centuries, burial in cemeteries

was abandoned in favour of churchyard burial. 1 Some
explanation is therefore needed to account for a large number
of the Guildown burials which are apparently of eleventh-

century date and yet neither near a church nor carried out

with any care or in a particularly Christian manner.

Two explanations seem possible ; firstly, that many of them

are victims of the " Guildown Massacre " of a.d. 1036 (various

accounts of which are appended at the end of this report)

and secondly, that the remainder are the skeletons of male-

factors and prisoners put to death for their crimes and not

considered worthy of a churchyard burial. In the case of

the latter, they may cover a considerable period of time both

before and after a.d. 1036.

1 "In a.d. 752 St. Cuthbert obtained leave of the Pope to have

yards made in churches, suitable for the burial of the dead." From
Curious Church Customs, 2nd Ed., p. 127, by England Howlett.
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One remarkable feature of these late burials, as can be

seen on the plan, is the large number of " multiple " burials

that have been found. These consist of burials of two, three

or four bodies, laid side by side and generally overlapping,

in one shallow grave. The triple burials have been the most

frequent, and a continuous row of them was found in one

part of the ground. All of these lie west to east, and a

definite date can be assigned to one of the groups (Graves

173, 174 and 175) as, with them, lying on the left thigh of

No. 173, was a silver halfpenny of Edward the Confessor

and of about a.d. 1043 (a possible variation of two years on

either side of this date being allowed for). These skeletons

were at a depth of 2 feet, and the upper part of them displaced

the leg bones of an earlier, N.-S., triple burial. (Plate

XXIII.)

Whereas the upper three skeletons had their hands above

them and lying on the thighs, the lower three had their hands

behind their backs, with the wrists together as though they

had been bound. It will be seen, from the notes made during

excavation, that a large number of the skeletons were found

with their wrists in this position (though no trace of any

binding cord was observed), while others had definite signs

of injury and mutilation.

In one group (Graves 167, 168 and 169) all three bodies

had been mutilated, the first and second lying face downwards

and with the legs cut off at the knees, the third having arms,

head and feet severed and lying apart in the grave. (Plate

XXIII.)

Three other skeletons (Graves 152, 159 and 204) were buried

face downwards, the spine of the first of these being broken

before burial.

These few examples are sufficient to illustrate the burials

that may quite well be those of some of the victims of Earl

Godwin's Massacre.

With the multiple burials, it was quite usual to find that

the grave had been dug insufficiently wide to receive the bodies

without their overlapping and the outer ones tilting on to

one side, and the average depth of them is between one foot

and eighteen inches.

Three skeletons (Graves 27, 28, 29) were in one shallow
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grave, laid alternately head to feet, and one on top of the

other.

Two others (Graves 68 and 106), were lying S.-N., and had
been decapitated, the head being found placed between their

legs, and a neck vertebra of No. 106, severed with a clean

cut.

It is only from the full examination of these skeletons that

we can hope to sort them out and assign an approximate

date to each.

Their orientation is such as to give no indication, though,

if the coin of a.d. 1043 is any guide, it suggests that the latest

burials are, like the earliest, those in a W.-E. direction.

Several N.-S. and S.-N. burials were disturbed, or overlaid

by triple W.-E. burials. There are, however, too many
exceptions for us to decide anything from this, and the greater

number of the graves are quite haphazard both in position

and direction.

Objects Associated with the Late Burials

Chief among these is the coin of Edward the Confessor,

already referred to. A description of it was kindly supplied

at the British Museum :

" Halfpenny, of first type, of Edward the Confessor, 1042

say 1045." Formed of the right half of a silver penny, cut

vertically through the head.

Obv. Back edge of bust ; draped, left and part of inscription

+ EDWA—
Rev. Inscription, enclosing small cross.

— C ON LINCO—
Minted at Lincoln, the last letter of the name is insufficient

to determine by whom.
Apart from the buckles, already described, the only object

found was the small hone (Fig. 11) which was beside, and
slightly below, the waist of No. 183. This is of similar grey

limestone, of fine texture, to the whetstone found in the

sixth-century burial No. 136, but of much finer workmanship,

and very carefully formed. It is pierced at the broad end,

as though for suspension from a belt, but it was the only

object with the skeleton, and most probably has been displaced
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from another and earlier burial. Length 3^ inches and J inch

thick. Bevelled at the top, it tapers to the lower end.

A flat ring, apparently cut from a thin bronze disc, f inch

diameter, and of uncertain date or purpose, was found close

to the right side of the last skeleton excavated, No. 222.

This was a very shallow burial, and it is possible that the

d

FIG. II.—HONE OF SLATE-GREY STONE (GRAVE 1 83)

(Full siae.)

ring is of comparatively recent date and has worked down

from the surface.

A brief summary of the results of the excavations of this

site may be of use, and is given in tabular form.

Late Sixth Century. Some thirty-five burials, mainly of

women and children, found undisturbed, but a number of

others completely destroyed by later burials. W.-E. burials

and accompanied by Grave Furniture.

Sixth to Eleventh Century. Possibly some of the isolated

burials, those of malefactors, put to death during this period.

a.d. 1036. The Guildown Massacre. Multiple burials and

groups of mutilated and carelessly buried bodies probably of

this date.

a.d. 1043. Coin of Edward the Confessor, found with a

group of W.-E. triple burials, that appear to be the final

burials in this cemetery.

The following is the full list of notes on the burials, made
while the work was in progress, and describing the position

in which each skeleton was found, and anything that appeared

to be worth placing on record.
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APPENDIX I

Notes on Burials, Etc.

* denotes sixth-century burial. Depth of graves shown in brackets.

Direction of each skeleton given from head to feet.

Nos.
1-54. Partially excavated by F. C. Engall during gardening opera-

tions.

11.* W.-E. Skeleton 7' (with large jaw). One iron knife-blade.

Note.—Nos. 27-35 had been only partially disturbed by the
original digging of the garden, and sufficient remained for the
direction of the burials to be verified when this part of the
site was properly excavated.

Nos. 20-41 all previously disturbed, and the following

numbers are the only ones recorded, all very shallow.

27. W.-E.
28. E.-W.
29. W.-E.

The above three were lying in one shallow grave, one above
the other. No. 27 on top.

30. S.-N.
3i

32

33

34
35
51

52

53

54
55
56

N.-S.
S.-N.
S.-N.

(?) Skull only.

N.-S.
S.-N.
S.-N.
S.W.-N.E. Shallow and rather broken.
S.-N. Under No. 53.
Child (about 5 years old). W.-E. under head of No. 54. (2' 6*.)

Warrior with glass beaker and spear. Head under the feet of

No. 54. Legs under the head of No. 57. Skeleton 5' 7*.

W.-E. Grave 6' 5" x 2' 8" at shoulders, 2' 4" at feet. (2' 9".)

Hands resting on pelvis, toes down. Spear 6' 2" long.

57. Over feet of No. 56. W.-E. 6" shallower.

58.* W.-E. Child, under No. 59 and over No. 69.

59. S.W.-N.E. just over No. 58.

60. Skull only.

61-66. Six bodies in shallow graves somewhat confused. Disturbed
during gardening operations.

67.* W.-E. Small child's grave empty except for one small frag-

ment of bone.
68. 16" deep. S.-N. Head detached and between legs.

69.* Old woman. No teeth, large flints around body. Skeleton
5' 3". Left hand crossed under waist, right hand by side,

head slightly to the left and raised. Bearing 105 M.N. Black
deposit under head and under and beyond feet. Grave
7' 7* x 2' 8".

70-73. Shallow confused grave. No. 76 touching it.

74.* (?) W.-E. Depth 16". Sloping down from head.
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75.* Under head of No. 52. Grave 7' 7" x 2' 6" x (2' 8"). Skeleton
5' 6". Head slightly raised and to the left. Two applied

brooches at left shoulder, 26 beads at back of head. Left

arm across waist, right arm over right pelvis, toes extended.

76. S.W.-N.E. Shallow near Nos. 70, 71, 72, 73.

34C?)

FIG. 12. G. I40 (SHOWING EARLIER DISPLACED BURIAL, NO. 34)

77.* Bearing ioo°M.N. Grave y' x 3' x (2'). Skeleton 5' 6J".
Backbone twisted, head facing left, two disk brooches, one
on left shoulder, one lower down by the ribs. Several pieces

of iron (small). Rock crystal faceted and polygonal (pendant
or spindle whorl). Bronze ring on third finger of left hand.
Arms down by side and hands over pelvis.
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78.* S.-N. Bearing io° M.N. Grave 6' 5" x 2' 1" x (2' 6"). Skele-

ton 5' 3*. Small urn above left side of head ; inverted and
empty ; hand-made. Two bow cruciform brooches, necklace

of 39 beads with large bronze disk and bronze ring. One
long shaped bead and one small bead loose. Bronze buckle
with remains of belt. Bronze bangle. One bronze circle

with remains of material. Knife by belt on left side. Toes
extended, head slightly raised and to the left.

79. S.-N. 12" deep ; only fragments of skull remaining.

80, 82, 83, 84. Shallow. Left arms under each other. N.-S.
Skeletons 82, 5' 3"

; 83, 5' 7" ; 84, 5' 3J".
81.* Bearing 93 M.N. Grave (1' 9"). Body under adjoining garden.

Fence stake through face. Vertebrae decayed, feet not
excavated, hands by side. Two disk brooches and two large

amber beads. Brooches found by left shoulder.

85.* W.-E. Grave 6' 6" x 2' 9" x (2' 7"). Skeleton 5' 7". Hands
together, and below pelvis. A distinct hollow under the

body, from the shoulders downwards, containing four amber
beads and two human teeth.

86.* W.-E. Bearing 107 M.N. Grave 6' 6" x 2' 6" x (2' 8*).

Skeleton 5' 1". Knees slightly bent, feet pointing right

;

right hand by side ; left hand on pelvis. Urn left of head
and large flint right of head ; head to the right.

87.* (?) W.-E. Bearing 107 M.N. Grave 7' 8* x 2' 2* x (2' 5*).

Very perfect skeleton 4' 10" long, left hand by side, right

hand across. No grave furniture. Head to the right.

88. S.-N. Shallow grave near hedge i' 5" deep. Head and legs

raised, arms bent with elbow up, hands near neck. Lower
part of legs and feet missing, possibly by plough.

89.* W.-E. Bearing about 95 M.N. Skeleton of a child. Only
part of skull and part of left thigh remaining, flints around
body.

90, 91. Large skeletons. Bearing 95 M.N. (1' 11*.) No. 90 had
no head. No. 91, head crushed and shoulders gone, probably
disturbed when Nos. 1 and 2 were buried. No. 91 was 5' 10*

long. Pieces of urn and one bead scattered over group
Nos. 1, 2, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94.

92, 93, 94- Shallow and disturbed, iron buckle found on pelvis of

No. 93-

95. S.-N. Bearing i78°M.N. Grave 6' 6" x 2' at head and 1' 10*

at feet (depth 2' 8"). Arms across body, left elbow raised.

Toes straight and slightly raised. Three extra skulls Nos.

96, 97, 98 by the head. Jaw of 98 in position with cranium.

99, 100. Displaced skulls (from shallow burials). Crania only.

101.* (?) W.-E. Legs missing from below knees
;
probably disturbed

when taking out others over them ; lying under Nos. 70 and

73. Skulls Nos. 99, 100 slightly over and to sides of skull.

Iron belt-buckle (displaced) on left shoulder.

102.* W.-E. Child. Grave 5' x 2' x (3')- Skeleton 3' 8£". Large
skull, small limbs ; legs crossed right over left ; arms at side.

103. N.-S. Grave 6' 8" x 2' x (2' 8"). Skeleton 6' 4". Over head
of No. 104. Black deposit round ; very large flints on feet.

Head to the left.
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PLATE XVIII

GRAVE 95

SKULLS (96, 97 AND 98) OF EARLIER BURIALS

: S? W 4 v 7 .-?' \
r»>' />

GRAVE 141

SKILLS (I42 AND I43) OF EARLIER BURIALS

In making graves 95 and 141, earlier burials were evidently dis-

turbed, but the skulls were replaced beside the head in the new burial.
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GRAVES I44

147 (skull)

145
I46

GRAVES 149, I48



PLATE XX

GRAVE 1=,2

GRAVE I52

GRAVE 153
face page 37



SAXON CEMETERY AT GUILDOWN. 37

104. N.-S. (6°M.) Grave 6' 11" x 2'. Skeleton 5' 4". Under
No. 103. Head very broken and right shoulder possibly

disturbed by burial of No. 103. Black deposit. Hands to

side.

105. N.-S. Grave 6' 9" x 2' 2" x (2' 4"). Skeleton 5' 8". Head
slightly raised, turned to the left. Under No. 80.

106. N.-S. Grave / x 2' x (1' 8"). Skeleton 5' 10". Shallow
grave, distinct evidence of having been beheaded. Clean
cut through vertebra?. Both hands across waist as though
folded.

107. W.-E. (93 M.) Grave 6' x 2' 4" x (i' 10"). Skeleton 5' 3*.

Bones very decomposed. Hands to side. Head to right.

108. S.-N. Grave 4' 9" x 1' 6" x (2'). Skeleton 5' 7J". Feet over
pelvis of No. 107. Bones very decomposed. Skull broken
and scattered ; lying on side, knees drawn up, in crouching
position. Right arm raised, left arm under pelvis.

109.* W.-E. (io5°M.). Grave 7' 7" x 2' 8" x (3'). Skeleton 5' 6".

Body under adjoining garden. Head slightly raised, turned
left. Glass beaker (gf* x 3^") at back of head. Hands
under pelvis to sides.

no.* W.-E. Grave 5' 11" x 2' 4" x (1' 6"). Skeleton 5' 9". Shal-

low grave. Bones very disturbed, hands across waist, in

crouching position ; as No. in in direction.

in.* W.-E. Grave 7' n" x 2' 7" x (2' 8"). Skeleton 5' 6". Head
raised and turned to right. Spear to left and 7" above skele-

ton. Groove in top of skull possibly caused by a weapon.
112.* W.-E. Grave (?) x 2' 4" x (2'8"). Skeleton (?). Body under

adjoining garden, only excavated to pelvis. Head to left,

arms to sides. Bones very decayed.
113.* Above Nos. 114, 115. Bones decomposed. Disturbed by these

two burials cutting through it.

Grave Furniture : Bronze small square-headed brooch and
amber bead to right.

114, 115. W.-E. Grave 7' x 3' 2" x (2' 8"). Skeletons 5' n" and
5' 6". Below No. 113. No. 114 slightly on its side. Head
to front, and both heads pillowed, hands to sides.

No. 115, head to right, right arm bent under left arm of

No. n. Hands on pelvis. Black deposit around bodies.

116.* W.-E. Grave 6' 6" x 2' / x (2' 6*). Skeleton 5' 3". Bones
very decomposed, arms to sides.

Grave Furniture : Large square-headed brooch (4^" x 2")

and two applied brooches on breast. Square-headed brooch
above applied. Iron buckle at waist. Iron knife and ring

on pelvis at left.

117, 118, 119. W.-E. Grave / x 5' x (2' 8"). Skeletons 5' 2",

5' 6", and 5' 5". Side by side in one grave. Black de-

posit.

120.* Fragmentary ; displaced by the three last burials.

121. N.-S. Grave 6' 6" x i' 7" x (i' 4J*). Skeleton 5' 6". Shal-
low and narrow grave. Shoulders very crouched. Left arm
raised, both hands on pelvis. Feet just entering grave No.
106. Bones decomposed.

122.* W.-E. (io°M.). Grave 6' 3" x 2' 4* x (2' 8"). Skeleton
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120

FIG. 13.—TRIPLE BURIAL OF THE LATER PERIOD (NOS. II7, Il8, Iig) WITH
PART OF A DISPLACED EARLIER BURIAL (NO. I20)
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4' 10". Child. Bones decomposed. Skull broken. Right
arm on pelvis. Left arm to side. Pelvis fiat. Black deposit.

Grave Furniture : Iron knife on left pelvis.

123.* W.-E. Grave 6' 8" x 2' 8" x (2' 8"). Skeleton 5' 3". Bones
decomposed. Cranium inverted, lower jaw by clavicle. Arms
behind back.

Grave Furniture : Two gilt bronze disk brooches of different

design on right and left breasts. Glass pendant found a
little lower by vertebrae.

124, 125.* (?) W.-E. Grave 6' 3" x 3' 8" x (1' 10"). Skeletons
5' 7" and 5' 10". Apparently disturbed at some time.

No. 124 bones very decayed. Lying side by side, heads pil-

lowed ; No. 124 turned slightly to left, No. 125 slightly to right.

Grave Furniture : Pieces of bronze (probably applied
brooch), half of iron knife, fragments of pottery, found dis-

tributed over grave. Black deposit all around bodies.

(Probably displacing an earlier burial in same grave.)

126. S.-N. Under Nos. 127, 128. Decomposed.
127, 128. W.-E. Grave 6' x 3' x (1' 4"). Skeletons 5' 3^" and

5' 5". Skulls destroyed apparently by plough. Very shallow.

No. 127. Right arm on pelvis and below vertebra of No.
128. Left arm under pelvis.

Grave Furniture : Iron buckle.

No. 128. Right arm over left of No. 127. Both hands
on pelvis.

129. E—W. Shallow grave. Bones decomposed.
130.* W.-E. Grave 6' x 3' x (2' 6"). Skeleton 5' 4". Bones

decomposed. Skull broken, turned left. Hands to sides.

Grave Furniture : At back of head, slightly to right, bronze
fitting with rivets. Above left elbow two pieces of iron-

riveted bronze object. Iron knife to left side ; below pelvis,

pieces of sheath (?).

131. N.-S. Shallow grave. Bones decayed.
J32 » J 33. x 34- Shallow burials. Depth about 1'.

No. 132. (36o°M.) Left leg bent outwards. Head
straight. Left arm bent at right angles. Right arm straight.

No. 133. Body bent right from hips. Head to right.

134. Fragmentary, crouching position.

135* W.-E. (ii9°M.) Grave 2' 3" x (2'i"). Legs destroyed by pre-

vious excavation. Head to left, hands on pelvis. Black deposit.

Grave Furniture : Gilt bronze circular bands (4"), from
leather bucket-beaker, by right back of skull. Iron buckle
on waist.

136.* W.-E. (H5°M.) Grave 6' x 2' 2" x (2' 8"). Skeleton 4' 2".

Child. Head to left, pillowed on large flint. Legs crossed
(left over right) below knees. Arms to sides. Pelvis flat.

Black deposit.

Grave Furniture : Iron spear to left of head. Knife under
left pelvis. Sharpening stone by left side.

137.* W.-E. Grave 4' 8" x 2' 2* x (2' 8"). Skeleton 4' 2". Child.

Bones decomposed. Arms to sides. Head straight. Pelvis
flat. Skull broken. Black deposit.

Grave Furniture : Small urn to right, behind head.
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133 C^ 132

FIG. 14. THREE OF THE LATER BURIALS. NOS. 133 AND 134 SHOWN PARTIALLY
EXCAVATED.

138.* W.-E. (i20°M.) Grave 6' x 2' 2" x (3' 4"). Skeleton 3' 8".

Child. Bones very decayed. Head to left. Arms to sides.

Pelvis flat. Black deposit all around body.
Grave Furniture : Iron miniature spear-head at left elbow.

139.* W.-E. (85°M.) Grave 6' 6" x 2' 5" x (2' 8"). Skeleton
5' o". Head to left, spine flexed slightly. Left arm bent
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up with hand to chin, right arm by side, forearm under pelvis,

legs slightly bent to left at knees.

Grave Furniture : Small urn at back of head and well away
to the right. Black carbonized layer all over top of skeleton

as though remains of coarse cloth covering to the body.

140. N.-S. Shallow grave. Legs missing from knees ;
probably

ploughed away as skeleton sloped upwards to feet.

141, 142, 143. W.-E. Grave 6' 2" x 2' 4" (at shoulders), i' 5" (at

feet) x (2' o").

No. 141. Skeleton 5' 8". Head to right, arms with hands

together behind back.

Nos. 142, 143. Crania only found beside head of No. 141.

Jaw and other bones scattered among filling to grave.

No grave furniture.

144, 145, 146, 150. N.-S. Grave depth (1' 6"), width and length

indeterminate. Heads left. (Head of No. 150 missing.)

No. 147. Skull only, lying between legs of Nos. 144 and

145-
Skeletons 5' 10", 5' 5" and 5' 8" (i.e. 144, 145, 146).

Shoulder of 146 on spine of No. 145.

147. Skull only (see Plate XIX).

148, 149. S.-N. Grave (i' 8"). Skeletons 5' 7" and 5' 8".

No. 148 slightly lying on right side, right leg appears to

have been dislocated at pelvis at time of burial. Head to

right. Hands behind back.

No. 149. Lying straight. Hands as last.

151. S.-N. Grave (1' 12"), very shallow. Skeleton 5' 4". Head
slightly left. Both hands behind pelvis. Right tibia has a

healed fracture. Bone set straight. Face bones sheared off

(by plough).

152. S.-N. Grave 5' 8" x 2' 5" x (2' o"). Skeleton 5' 6". Lying
face down, arms to side. Spine distinctly dislocated before

burial. (See Plate XX.)
153. S.-N. Grave 6' 8" x i' 7" X (i' 10"). Skeleton 5' 7$". Head

to right. Wrists on stomach.

154. S.-N. (Under No. 155.) Fragmentary. Probably disturbed

when No. 155 was buried. Legs only. (See Plate XXI.)

155. N.-S. Grave (1' 6"). Skeleton 5' 10". Body slightly bent to

left from hips. Head slightly right. Hands on stomach.

Feet sheared off (on surface). (See Plate XXI.)

156. 157. Grave (1' 5"). No. 156. N.-S. Skeleton 6' 1". Head
straight. Legs bent, slightly left at knees. Right arm bent

in, hand on waist. Left arm to side.

No. 157. W.-E. Upper part only remaining. (See Plate

XXI.)
158. Fragmentary. In the filling of No. 159 grave. Possibly a

disturbed Early Saxon burial (a.d. 550).

159. W.-E. Grave 7' o" x 2' 2" x (2' 8"). Skeleton 6' 3". Lying
face down, hands together behind back. (See Plate XXII.)
Coffin-shaped grave.

160. 161. W.-E. Grave (i' 3"). Legs removed in previous digging.

No. 161. Lying on right side.

No. 160. Lying on back, hands below pelvis.
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162, 163. Grave (1' 5"). No. 162. W.-E. Head to the right.

Cutting through the body of No. 163. All from pelvis previ-

ously removed.
No. 163. S.-N. Fragmentary. Wrists on stomach. Cut

through and displaced by No. 162.

164. N.-S. Skeleton 5' 10". Head bent down on chest. Arms
behind back.

165. Skull only and lying on right arm of No. 164.

166. W.-E. (1' 9"). Skeleton 5' 5". Head straight, slightly inclined

to left. Hands together on pelvis. Legs of No. 10 (?)

found at back of the head.

167. 168, 169. All together in a shallow and very confused burial.

No. 167. S.-N., face downwards, head twisted left. Legs
doubled back on to spine and cut off at knees. Hands behind
pelvis.

No. 168. S.-N. Lying face downwards, head turned left,

legs turned back on to spine, missing from the knees. Hands
crossed on back, small holes showing on both pelvic bones as

though caused by some pronged implement.
No. 169. S.-N. Up against side of the grave, legs bent

upwards, feet missing, head between and behind Nos. 167 and
168, away from the body. Arms and shoulder blades separate

from body and lying by legs of No. 168. Hands together,

right shoulder blade on pelvis of No. 167 and left shoulder
blade on pelvis of No. 168 ; cutoff before burial (PI. XXIII).

170. N.-S. Grave (2' 2"). Head pillowed, turned slightly right

;

hands behind back ; left leg broken, and found in filling of

later burial.

171. N.-S. (2' 2".) Lying beside No. 170. Head turned right,

arms behind back.

172. N.-S. (2' 2".) Skeleton 5' 10". Lying beside No. 171, head
pillowed and turned right, arms behind back, left femur dis-

placed and found in filling of grave disturbed by later burials,

Nos. 173, 174, 175.

173. W.-E. Head slightly to right, mouth open very wide, hands
across pelvis, left arm under right arm of No. 174, half a coin

found on pelvis. (Silver halfpenny of Edward the Confessor,

a.d. 1043.)

174. W.-E. Head straight, mouth wide open, arms across pelvis.

175. W.-E. Head straight, arms across pelvis, body slightly turned

left, Nos. 173, 174 and 175 lying across pelvis of No. 170, 171

and 172, all in same grave and early burial had been disturbed

by these burials as there were bones and pieces of pottery in

filling of the grave, also signs of bronze and beads. (PI.

XXIII).
176. W.-E. (1' 10".) Skull broken, body all disturbed probably

by previous excavation.

177. W.-E. Skull broken, slightly turned to the right. Shallow

grave.

178. W.-E. Skeleton 5' 8". Head right back, slightly bent left,

arms behind back, toes up, lying by side of No. 179.

179. W.-E. Skeleton 5' 8". Lying beside No. 178, head turned

right, slightly pillowed, arms behind back, toes up.
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180. W.-E. Skeleton 5' 6£". Toes up ; head slightly left ; arms to

side of pelvis and body slightly on side lying beside No. 179.
Iron buckle on left side of pelvis.

181. S.-N. (1/ 10".) Skeleton 6'. Bones well preserved. Head
straight, hands together on pelvis. Width of grave i' 10".

Lying under heads of Nos. 177, 178, 179.

182. W.-E. (1' 8".) Head straight, arms behind back. Skull

broken, probably sheared off by plough, very small shallow
grave.

183. S.-N. Skeleton 5' 3*. (1'.) Skull all broken, probably sheared
off by plough, hands together on pelvis, shallow grave. Small
slate hone found by pelvis, perforated at broad end and
tapering to narrow end.

184. N.-S. Grave 6' 6" x 2' x (2' 8"). Body broken and missing,

taken away by previous excavation ; head straight and bent
back.

185.* W.-E. Grave (3') x 7' x 2' 8". Pelvis and hands only remain-
ing, disturbed by burial of No. 184, which cut across it. Forty
beads found on pelvis and partly under right hand. Pelvis

flat and very decayed. Pieces of small urn found in filling,

also distinct sign of bronze staining showing on the shoulder
blade. (Very little of the urn was missing, and it has been
restored. It is decorated with linear and stamped designs.)

186. N.-S. Legs and part of pelvis only remaining.

187. W.-E. Skeleton 5' 4". Head straight, slightly bent right.

Hands together on pelvis.

188. W.-E. Skeleton 5' 5". Skull broken and turned left. Hands
on pelvis. Left arm under right arm of No. 187, right arm
over left arm of No. 189. Left leg slightly bent at knee.

189. W.-E. Skeleton 5' 3". Head broken. In same grave as Nos.
188 and 187. Grave (1/ 2").

190. W.-E. Grave (i'). Skeleton 6'. Hands together on pelvis.

In same grave as Nos. 177 and 176.

191. N.-S. Apparently earlier than and disturbed by burials Nos.

176 and 177. Fragmentary, head displaced by legs of Nos.

176, 177.

192. W.-E. (1'.) Hands across pelvis. Head and shoulders miss-

ing, right arm over left arm of No. 193. Head and shoulders

probably disturbed by burial of No. 43.

193. W.-E. (1'.) Hands across pelvis. Left arm under right arm
of No. 192, right arm under left arm of No. 194. Head and
shoulder missing, probably by burial No. 43.

194. W.-E. (1'.) Hands across pelvis. Left arm over right arm
of No. 193. Head and shoulders missing, probably by burial

No. 43. Nos. 192, 193, 194 all in same grave, side by side, very
shallow grave.

195. Fragmentary. Bones among, and apparently disturbed by,
burials Nos. 192, 193, 194.

196. S.-N. Fragmentary. Legs only. Cut away by burials Nos.

197, 198, and 199. Bronze buckle, with iron tangs and pin,

found in filling.

197. Fragmentary among filling to grave of Nos. 198, 199, 200.

Disconnected bones only.
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198, 199, 200. All three in one grave. W.-E.
No. 198. W.-E. Skeleton 5' 6". Head turned left.

Hands together and behind back.
No. 199. Skeleton 6'. Hands together and behind back.
No. 200. Skeleton 5' 5". Hands together and behind
back. Grave (1/ 10").

201. S.-N. Skeleton 5' 6". Head left. Right forearm in front of

pelvis, left forearm behind pelvis. Right leg bent out at
knee, (i' 10".)

202. S.-N. Grave (1/ 10"). Skeleton 5' 2". Head right. Body
straight.

Nos. 201 and 202 in same grave, side by side, 202 facing

201. Both arms bent. Right hand by side just above pelvis,

left arm behind back. Legs straight.

203. N.-S. Fragmentary, (i'.) Arms behind back, head slightly

turned right. Lower part of legs ploughed away.
204. S.-N. Skeleton 5' 5". Grave (1/ 6") in centre, sloping up to

head and heels. Feet and top of cranium ploughed away.
Lying face downwards. Elbows bent upwards.

205. N.-S. Grave (i' 1"). Skeleton 5' 7". Head left, bent up from
shoulders. Hands together on pelvis. Shallow.

206.* W.-E. Grave 7' x 3' x (3'). Skeleton 5' 7". Head right,

small hole and groove in back of the skull. Left arm with
hand on pelvis, right arm with hand below pelvis. Skeleton
of a girl.

Grave Furniture : One small urn, decorated, to left back
of the head. Two small square-headed brooches on breasts,

with 3J" bronze pin, horizontally placed between them.
Eighteen silvered bronze rings, in pairs, graduated sizes. Sil-

vered (or tinned), and measuring i£" to ij". Smaller at

top, larger at bottom, by right pelvis. Silver ring, zoomorphic
decoration, on fourth finger of left hand. Twenty-six beads
(vari-coloured glass).

207. S.-N. Grave 6' io" x 2' 4" x (2' 7"). Skeleton 5' 8". Head
straight, raised up from shoulders, left arm with hand on
waist, right arm raised upwards, left knee slightly bent, body
slightly turned left.

208. N.-S. (i' 11".) Skeleton 5' 10". Head turned left, left arm
over pelvis, right arm by side and under left arm and shoulder

of No. 209. Legs bent left. Bronze buckle at waist, with
remains of leather belt.

209. N.-S. (1' 11".) Skeleton 5' 5\" . Lying slightly tilted on left

side, arms behind back. Body slightly bent forward from
hips. Left arm and shoulder over right arm and shoulder

of No. 208. Both in same grave, side by side.

210.* W.-E. Grave 8' 7" x 3' x (2' 10"). Head only in position,

turned left.

211. W.-E. Grave 8' 7* x 3' x (2' 10"). Skeleton 5' 3J". Head
turned left. Body slightly bent left from hips, left shoulder

over right shoulder of No. 212. Arms behind back. Toes
up. Head pillowed on pelvis.

212. W.-E. Grave 8' 7" x 3' x (2' 10"). Slightly lower in grave

than No. 211. Skeleton 5' 5", head slightly turned left, lower
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jaw displaced, arms behind back. Right shoulder under left

shoulder of No. 211.

213.* W.-E. 8' 7" x 3' x (2' 10"). Cranium only, resting on pelvis

of 212, 210 and 213. Possibly original burial, probably cut

into and displaced by burials 211 and 212. Various bones

were found scattered among the filling. Nos. 210-213 all

buried in the same grave.

Grave Furniture : Two saucer brooches in good preser-

vation
; 4 amber beads and a few pieces ; all in same

grave.

214.* W.-E. Grave 4' x 1' 7" x (2'). Skeleton 2' 7". Child. Head
slightly right and slightly forward. Knees slightly bent

right. Hands by sides. Bones very decomposed. No grave

furniture.

215.* W.-E. Grave depth (1/ 4"). Upper part of skeleton destroyed

by modern post-hole. Left hand on waist. Left arm bent

;

hand on chest. Definitely dated sixth century by grave

furniture, which consisted of

:

1. Inlaid coloured glass bead (blue and white), lying by
right forearm.

2. Iron belt buckle (early form) at waist.

3. Iron knife blade under vertebrae near sacrum.

4. Pieces of pot rim in disturbed ground near original

position of head.

Bones very broken and decayed.

216. S.-N. Grave (1'). All of skeleton from knees upward missing,

possibly ploughed away.

217. S.W.-N.E. Skeleton 5' 7^. Grave 6' 4" x 2' 10" x (1').

Skull badly broken as if sheared away by plough. Hands
together over spine. Right arm under left arm of No. 218.

Nos. 217 and 218 side by side in same grave.

218. S.W.-N.E. Skeleton 5' 9". Skull very fragmentary, probably
sheared away by plough. Left arm over right arm of No. 217.

Arms crossed over waist, right hand on left side of pelvis, left

hand on right side of pelvis. Knees bent upward, right leg

bent at knee and inclining inwards to left leg. Left leg

missing from thigh to knee, very likely sheared off by plough.

Feet together. Head slightly turned left and body tilted

slightly left. In same grave as No. 217.

219. S.W.-N.E. Grave (1'). Skeleton 5' 2". Skull sheared away
(by plough). Very decayed. Lying beside No. 220.

220. S.W.-N.E. Grave 6' 3" x 2' 8" x (1'). Skeleton 5' 9*. Hands
on waist. Skull very broken, probably sheared off by plough.

Very decayed especially from pelvis upward. Lying in same
grave as No. 219.

221. S.W.-N.E. Very fragmentary. Parts of leg and arm (left)

only remaining, all very decayed. Very shallow.

222. S.W.-N.E. Lying beside No. 217. Very shallow grave. Skele-

ton 5' 8". Small, flat, bronze ring found by right side, but
possibly of different date. (It has been filed down, and the

centre part cut out, as though it was made from a coin, pos-

sibly a Roman " second brass.")
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Additional burial, found November 1930.

223.* W.-E. Sixth century, shallow burial. Grave 6' 6* x 2' 3* x
(1' 9"). Skeleton 5' 7". Head left, sunk on shoulders. Body
and arms straight, arms to sides. Bones very decayed.
Grave Furniture : Iron spear head, closed socket, to right

of head. Iron knife blade and small iron object with ring

at one end, found together below right side, just above pelvis.

(See Plate VII and Fig. 5.)

APPENDIX II

Report from Sir Arthur Keith, F.R.C.S.

Royal College of Surgeons of England,
Lincoln's Inn Fields,

London, W.C.2.
July 2&th, 1930.

Dear Mr. Lowther,—
It will take at least a year to mend, assort and examine the human

remains found at Guildown and prepare a report on them, but it is

possible now to give certain general impressions concerning the nature
of the people and what we are likely to obtain by a systematic exam-
ination of their remains.

In the first place let me say that I have never previously had before

me so well-prepared plans of an ancient cemetery. Whoever made
the investigations and prepared the plans and records deserves the
highest praise. I know very well that such plans entail an enormous
amount of labour and high technical skill. Without such records
the cemetery at Guildown could tell us almost nothing.

Before I speak of the people let me touch first upon certain facts

brought out on your plan. It shows a series of skeletons arranged
close together in rows—three in some, four, five or even six in others.

To explain people buried so close together we must suppose they died
at one time and were laid side by side in a common grave. You have
told me a gallows stood at or near Guildown and some of the bodies
may be of malefactors. I think this likely : one skull (that of a man)
shows rupture of its base—a lesion which is found in death by hanging
—with a long drop.

Some of the graves may have been filled from the gallows, but this

will not explain all, for we find children and women—young and old

—

as well as men of all ages. So it must have also been used as the ceme-
tery of a local community. The direction of the graves varies much ;

burials must have been made at various dates.

You have found clear evidence that some at least of the graves
contain the dead of an early Saxon community. Many of the skulls

are of the Saxon type ; the bones of the limbs are often stout and
long, as was usual in Saxon men.
There was buried at Guildown a very considerable number of people

who were not Saxons. They were a round-headed people. We find

near the beginning of the period of Roman occupation that there were
two races of round-heads in England—one representing the descendants
of the beaker people—who began to invade England about 2000 B.C.,

—

and the other in the round-headed type from South France (Gaul) which
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came in very soon after the Romans came to England. Their skulls,

although round, differ from the " beaker " round-head. I have found

quite a number of these Gaulish round heads among the people buried

in South-Eastern England in the first four centuries of our era.

When I first saw these round heads among the Guildown bones I

said to you I thought it must be a cemetery of a Romano-British
community, a community in which round-headed Gauls made up a

considerable proportion. Then came the evidence on your side that

the oldest graves were apparently of the sixth century and are of

Saxon people. If so, the Saxons of Guildown must have differed

from other Saxon communities in having amongst them many round
heads. I do not think this is the right explanation. The round skulls

are the most mineralized and have apparently been buried for a longer

period than the long Saxon skulls. It does seem to me possible you
may have three periods represented in the cemetery : (i) Romano-
British

; (2) Saxon
; (3) early mediaeval—the period of the gibbet.

There is also a possibility that at Guildown there may have been a

local survival of the beaker type of man.
Then, besides a study of the racial nature of the Guildown folk,

there are our medical needs to be supplied—the need to know about
the diseases and disorders which prevailed in early English commun-
ities, for without doubt modern civilization, with all its benefits, is

also bringing its disorders. Especially do we want to know about
nutritional disorders—rickets, the condition of the jaws and teeth,

infectious diseases. The remains from Guildown should provide the

means for making such studies. As I have said it will be some time
before we can clean and mend the bones and skulls in order that such
studies should be made.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Arthur Keith.

Copy of letter received 29/7/30.

[Additional par. to Sir Arthur Keith's letter.)

" Since writing the above, Mr. Lowther has called my attention

to the fact that the archaeological evidence gives no grounds for sup-
posing that burials were made at Guildown during the period of the
Roman occupation and gives positive grounds for regarding the ' round-
head ' interments as being later than the Saxon graves. In spite of

the condition of the round skulls, I must accept Mr. Lowther's explana-
tion as the most probable, viz. that these skulls and bones are remains
of a people who came from France ' in early Norman times.'

"

APPENDIX III

References to the " Guildown Massacre "

Extract from Brayley's History of Surrey

" Shortly before the middle of the eleventh century, and either in

the reign of Hardicanute or of Harold his successor, Guildford, accord-
ing to several of our old chroniclers, became the scene of a most direful

massacre, the treacherous contrivance of which is mainly attributed
to the celebrated Godwin, Earl of Kent ; yet there is so much con-
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tradiction among the different authors who relate this story, that
the truth will, possibly, never be developed. The general facts con-
nected with this mysterious portion of our annals are thus narrated
in the Latin chronicle attributed to John Brompton, abbot of Jerveaux
in Yorkshire, which was compiled about the end of the twelfth century,
in the reign of Richard Coeur de Lion.

" After the death of Hardiknute the Nobility or Chieftains (Pro-

ceres) of England, freed from the dominion of the Danes, gladly
sent messengers for Alfred, the eldest son of King Ethelred, and for

his brother Edward, that they might raise Alfred to the throne of

(England) the kingdom : informing them (the royal brothers) that
they might come without hazard, for that Hardiknute being dead,
all the Danes were expelled from the kingdom and banished for ever.

But Earl Godwin, who had married the daughter of Knute by his

first wife, or his mistress, and who, according to some, aspired to the
crown, deceitfully planned the destruction of both brothers as soon
as they arrived ; in order that thus he might advance to the throne
of England his son Harold, whom he had by the daughter of Knute.
Some histories assert that Godwin, who was a brave commander,
and also a cruel traitor, foreseeing that he might not be able to prevail

on Alfred, who possessed strength of character, by any means to
espouse bis daughter, on that account he disliked him, and treacher-

ously sought to kill him, that thus he might make way for the elevation
of his younger brother Edward, of a more pliable disposition, whom
he could more easily persuade to marry his daughter.

" The messengers arriving in Normandy found only the elder brother
Alfred ; for his brother Edward had gone to Hungary, to visit his

kinsman Edward the Exile, the son of King Edmund Ironside. Alfred
therefore, hearing of the death of Hardiknute and the banishment of

the Danes, gave thanks to God, and prepared with all speed to pass
over the sea to England. And as he was an Englishman by paternal
descent, and a Norman by his mother, he took with him to England
some of his maternal kindred, and many of his young comrades. Upon
this Godwin suggested to the English Nobles that Alfred had brought
with him too large a body of Normans, and that he had even promised
to them the lands of the English and therefore it would be imprudent
to suffer such a band of crafty foreigners to settle among them. After
this intimation, the treacherous Godwin immediately proceeded to

Southampton, where Alfred had landed and where he still remained
;

and having found him there, as if delighted at his arrival, he said to

him :
' I will safely and securely conduct you to London, where the

great men of the kingdom are awaiting your coming, that they may
raise you to the throne.'

" Whereupon proceeding together towards London, going over
Guldesdoune, the traitorous Godwin said to Alfred :

' Look around
on the right hand and on the left, and behold what a realm will be
subject to your dominion.' Alfred, giving thanks to God, then faith-

fully promised that if he should be crowned king he would institute

such laws as would be pleasing and acceptable to God and men. Previ-

ously to this, Godwin had secretly given orders to his men that, in

passing over Guldesdoune, they should seize Alfred and all the Normans
who accompanied him and bind them. These being deceitfully cap-

tured and bound, nine out of every ten were by divers means put
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to death, the tenth remaining or being left at Guldeford. But when
all the Normans except one-tenth of their number had been destroyed,

the number left was so considerable, that the tenth first preserved
was again decimated, so that few escaped. For alas ! twelve gentlemen
(generosos homines) who came with Alfred from Normandy, among
the rest were cruelly massacred ; and Alfred himself was deprived
of his eyes at Gillingham. Then leading him to the monastery of Ely,

according to some they delivered him into the custody of the Monks,
where for a short time being kept on a diet of bread, amidst unheard
of torments, his miserable life terminated.

"

There there are various alternative accounts as to the fate of Alfred,

and it continues :

" In other accounts it is stated, that Earl Godwin, having conducted
Alfred and his company to Guildford, billeted the strangers, in small

parties of tens and twenties, in different houses of the town where
there was plenty of meat and drink prepared in every lodging, which
rendered them totally unsuspicious of the dreadful fate which awaited
them. But in the night, while disarmed and enwrapt in sleep, they
were suddenly seized and bound by the king's (Harold) forces ; and
on the following morning, with the exception of every tenth man,
were all barbarously tortured and put to death ; Alfred himself, being
reserved for the more cruel fate related in Brompton's narrative of

this inhuman transaction ; unless, indeed, that account be merely
the exaggerated offspring of monkish credulity."

The following notes on various references to this massacre were
kindly supplied by Mr. D. C. Whimster :

From the Abingdon Chronicle (C) (one of the seven MSS. of the Anglo-
Saxon Chronicle) (probably compiled in mid-eleventh century)

" 1036. In this year came hither Alfred the innocent prince, son
of King iEthelred, and wished to visit his mother, who dwelt in Win-
chester. But Earl Godwin would not allow it to him, nor the other
men of great power, because the general voice was all for Harold,
though it was not just.

But Godwin stopped him. and made him captive,

His comrades he scattered. some he killed in diverse wise.

Some they sold for money. some they miserably slew,

Some they laid in bonds. and some they blinded,

Some they mutilated. and some they scalped.

No bloodier deed was done in this land
Since the Danes came. and settled here . . . etc."

None of the other manuscripts of the Chronicle mention the event,

except the Worcester Chronicle (D), which is a strong supporter of

Godwin, and implies that the crime was Harold's. The entry is :

" 1036. In this year came hither Alfred the innocent prince, son
of King ^Ethelred, and wished to visit his mother, who dwelt in Win-
chester. But those that had great power in the land would not allow
it, because the general voice was all for Harold, though it was not
just. Then he " (apparently referring to Harold) " made him captive,

and scattered his comrades," etc. (as before).

The Canterbury Chronicle (E), which generally supports Godwin,
is completely silent on the subject, although this part of it was compiled
between 1120 and 1130.
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The fullest account of the incident is given by the untrustworthy
Encomium Emmce (Emma being the widow of ^Ethelred the Unready,
whose son Alfred the Atheling was, and of Canute. She was hostile

to Alfred). This says that Alfred was invited to England by letters

forged by Harold Harefoot in the name of Emma, and collected " com-
militones " in Normandy, and " Bononiensium paucos " from the
Boulogne district. Sailing finally from Flanders, he tried to land in

Kent, but was repelled by force ; succeeded in getting ashore, and
was met at Guildford by Godwin and feasted, and his men billeted

about the town. About midnight a body of Harold's supporters
seized them without having to strike a blow. Alfred was blinded
and taken to Ely (within Harold's dominions), where he soon died.

His men suffered as the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle states.

Later accounts add one or two details. Florence of Worcester
gives the number of men as 600, but thinks that Alfred was on his

way to London to interview Harold. Florence of Worcester and
Henry of Huntingdon agree that the massacre was at Guildford, but
William of Malmesbury has Gillingham. This, if it means Gillingham
in Dorset, must be a mere slip ; there is, however, a Gillingham near
Rochester, and it may be an attempt to avoid the absurdity of sending
Alfred to London via Guildford.

The question of responsibility has been hotly debated, and Freeman
defended Godwin in what Plummer calls " as curious a piece of special

pleading as is to be found in any serious history."

Harold and Godwin are both clearly implicated. But as for details

the Abingdon (C) manuscript of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle appears
to be the only one whose account can be fully accepted.


