
REVIEWS AND NOTICES.

A History of Banstead in Surrey.—By Sir Henry C. M. Lambert,

K.C.M.G., C.B. Vol. II, 1931. Oxford University Press (Hum-

phrey Milford). 16s. net.

When in 1926 the first of a series of periodical exhibitions was

arranged in the Record Office Museum to illustrate village history,

Banstead was the example chosen. It was realized that our

member Sir Henry Lambert's first volume, published in 1912 and

reviewed in S.A.C., XXVI, was a model for local historians of

how they should deal with the copious material available in the

national archives.

The second volume now published is avowedly a supplement

though even yet its author considers it incomplete. To some

extent it is a revision of the previous volume, incorporating material

which has appeared in these Collections (such as the two early

maps which were reproduced in Vol. XXXIV) or elsewhere. In

the period of nearly twenty years which has elapsed since the

appearance of the earlier volume much fresh material has become

available. At least one of the short list of actual corrigenda results

from one of the Surrey Record Society's publications : and since

1912 a Minister's Account for Banstead has been identified at the

Record Office as being earlier than any of those printed in the

first volume. This document is of particular importance as

illustrating the effects of the Black Death in the village.

This volume, however, consists chiefly of a fuller study of the

Court Rolls than was practicable in 1912. Extracts from the

earliest Banstead roll were printed in Vol. I, but this volume gives

a selection of typical rolls of this and subsequent dates, with illus-

trative comments. This is a timely reminder to all who are inter-

ested in local history of the necessity of utilizing material which

has in some cases been jeopardized by the break up of estates and

the abolition of manorial tenures. It may not be out of place

to mention in this connection what is familiar to many of us, that

the provisions of the recent Act do not in any way interfere with

the custody of rolls for which a Lord or Steward has adequate

accommodation. Our own and other County repositories are
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intended for such rolls as would otherwise be in danger of dis-

persal or destruction. The Banstead rolls were temporarily lodged

at the Record Office for consultation, and those of the subordinate

manors of South Tadworth and Perrotts were examined by Sir

Henry Lambert on the spot, the latter being in his own possession.

In his first volume Sir Henry was able to say that until recently

Banstead had been unaltered by any considerable building. He
now unhappily has to record that it " has not been exempt since

the war from those influences which are ruining the face of Eng-

land." Even since he wrote the dangers of sporadic and illiberal

suburbanization have become more acute : but the expansion of

the metropolis is not in itself undesirable, and an appreciation of

the past may encourage new-comers to be safeguarders rather than

destroyers.

Those who heard Sir Henry Lambert's address at the annual

meeting of 1929 need no reminder of his ability to make local his-

tory vividly interesting, and they will not be disappointed by this

welcome addition to the literature of our County.

R. L. A.

The Ancient Bridges of the South of England.—By E. Jer-

voise, A.M.Inst.C.E. (on behalf of the Society for the Protection

of Ancient Buildings), 1930.

This interesting and copiously illustrated little work, published

at the modest price of 5s. 6d., will call attention to one of the

most charming ancient features of the English countryside, now
threatened in all too many cases, as Sir Charles Peers, the Chief

Inspector of Ancient Monuments, points out in his introduction

to this book, by having to sustain a traffic " whose volume, weight

and speed are utterly beyond the conception of their designers."

The engineer of to-day is only too often unwilling to restrict him-

self to following ancient methods and must think in steel and
concrete. It is therefore, as Sir Charles adds, above all things

necessary that public opinion should be brought fully to realize the

value of what we possess.

This present work includes the ancient bridges south of the

Thames in all counties except those of Devon and Cornwall, which
have already been, or are in course of being, dealt with by other

writers. The method followed is that on which the survey was
made, taking each river from source to mouth. The Thames
naturally claims first place and here we in Surrey may feel a part

interest in the bridges from Staines to London, though none of

them now are of any great antiquity. Nevertheless Mr. Jervoise
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gives many interesting particulars from records of their former

history. Kingston-upon-Thames especially has an interesting

history, there being mention of a master of the bridge as early

as 1219. We may note, however, a slight discrepancy in his state-

ment on p. 16 that until the middle of the eighteenth century there

was no bridge over the Thames between this bridge and London
Bridge and that lower down on the same page that the old timber

bridge at Putney, which many of us can still recollect crossing

over, was built in 1729. Of the bridges over the river into Surrey

the oldest existing one is that at Richmond (1777). The bridge

at Kew whose date is here given as 1789 was replaced by the present

bridge opened to traffic in 1904.

When we come to the River Wey we are more fortunate in still

possessing in the county a series of medieval bridges between

Tilford and Guildford. The old bridge at Guildford itself, widened

with iron arches in 1825, finally collapsed under stress of flood

in 1900, but at Tilford, Elstead, Eashing and Unstead there are

six ancient bridges, practically identical in design and having one

unique feature in that the cutwaters, pointed as usual on the

upstream side, are semicircular on the downstream side. Mr. Jer-

voise quotes from the Elizabethan survey of the river at this part

which was printed from the Loseley MSS. in Vol. XXV of these

Collections. Good photographs of the two bridges at Tilford and
those at Elstead and Lower Eashing are here reproduced. The
last named, it may be remarked, is the only Surrey bridge to be

scheduled in the 1929 list of ancient monuments prepared by the

Commissioners of Works.

The River Mole has far less to offer of historical interest in its

existing bridges, although Leatherhead bridge, largely recon-

structed at the end of the eighteenth century, is in part of con-

siderable age. The bridges at Church Cobham (here illustrated)

and Street Cobham were built about 1782. Oldmill Bridge near

Randalls Park, although of no great age, is also illustrated and is

quoted as a nice example of wooden pile construction. On the

Wandle no bridge now exists of any special interest unless we
except Butter Hill Bridge at Carshalton which dates only from

1787. The 1602 bridge at Wandsworth over this river was com-

pletely rebuilt in 1820.

Surrey of course forms only a small section of this work, but

we are unable to deal here with the many bridges in the other

counties covered. They include many of real antiquity and beauty

as a glance at the illustrations will prove. In all there are seventy-

eight photographs of bridges here reproduced, which alone make
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the book well worth the price asked. But in addition there is

much valuable information as to the construction of bridges and

the numerous references to record and other authorities in the

accounts of particular bridges make the work well calculated to

achieve the purpose above hinted at of stirring public interest in

the value of our inheritance in this respect.

M. S. G.

Clapham in the Eighteenth Century.—By R. J. Lister, I.S.O.

(Occasional Papers of the Clapham Antiquarian Society, No. i),

1930.

In this little pamphlet of 35 pages, which is published at the

price of one shilling, Mr. Lister has packed much of the result of

his gleanings in the Vestry Books and other records in the muni-

ment room of the parish church of Clapham. They throw a very

interesting light on the social conditions of this suburban parish

during a period when it was regarded as an almost country retreat

to many of the wealthy business men of the city. It must also

have had a considerable poor population and much of the matter

of the book before us is taken up with the methods of raising and

distributing the funds necessary for the administration of the

Elizabethan Act. We find the rateable value of the parish increase

from £2,830 in 1700 to £7,024 in 1775, the poor rate, rising

from 4d. in the pound in the former year by degrees to 2s. gd. in

the latter, amounting respectively to £46 17s. and £965 16s. in

the two years. Deficiencies in the rates would be met by a system

of imposing fines upon those well-to-do gentlemen residents who
refused to accept election to the various parish offices. The same

method was adopted for other local purposes, such as the repair

of the church fence in 1759.

There is much interesting information respecting the duties and

the dress of the parish officers, the building and maintenance of

the workhouse, in which the annual cost of a pauper fell from £12

before 1785, when the maintenance of the inmates was put out to

contract, to £g, though it had risen again by 1800 to £11 per head,

and the foundling hospital. It is amusing to read in the regula-

tions of 1747 prescribing the diet in the latter, that strong drink,

tea, coffee and tobacco were never to be permitted to any child.

Of the better-class inhabitants we recognize the diarist in the
" Mr. Pepis a lodger " who gave £2 3s. in 1701 to the collection

for a preacher on the Sabbath afternoons. It is fitting that Doctor

Braddy (Nicholas Brady), the rector, should propose in 1706 the

bringing in a new version of the psalms to be used in the church.



I58 REVIEWS AND NOTICES.

On the history of Sir John Barnard, one of the greatest of London's

Lord Mayors, the author is expansive and amongst other of the

wealthy families of Clapham here dealt with are those of Atkins

and Hankey.

There are references to the church. A new one was found

necessary by 1773 and was built at an original cost of £8,310 6s. yd.,

but in the next year the foundations were found to be bad. The

common also comes in for much mention. From the number of

gravel-pits dug on it and the habit of filling them with dung and

rubbish it must have been often dangerous and insanitary. It

was not immune moreover from the attentions of the gentlemen

of the road. Nevertheless there is evidence of efforts to improve

the general conditions of the district. A beginning had been made
with the paving of the footways by 1790 and in 1796 the first

dust-cart was ordered.

These are only some of the many matters which have been

packed into the compass of this little book, which should be studied

for the authentic light it throws upon the development of an

important London suburb at a particularly interesting period of

its history.

M. S. G.

Wealden Iron.—By Ernest Straker. (G. Bell & Sons, Ltd.

1931.) 15s. net.

This is an admirable account of the old ironworks in Sussex,

Surrey and Kent. It begins with some account of the metal

and a description of the processes used in working it, a description

very necessary to the ordinary reader, who, like some who have

written on the subject, does not distinguish between the processes.

Mr. Straker insists on the fundamental distinction between the

older process inherited from pre-Roman days, the direct process,

which gave a spongy mass of iron which was then hammered out,

that is to say, wrought-iron which could be used by the smith

without further processes, and the later process introduced from

France about the end of the fifteenth century, which depended

on the blast-furnace and gave cast-iron. This made it possible

to cast guns, and it was in fact on the casting of guns that the

prosperity of the Wealden industry mainly depended. A history

of the industry foUows with special chapters on guns, transport,

finance, etc. (But the statement on p. 7 that the Anglo-Saxons

called the Weald the Wild is surely wrong
—

" in silva Andredes-

wealde "—see the history of the word in the Oxford Dictionary.)

The second part of the book is a most valuable topographical and

descriptive survey of all the old workings, illustrated by excellent
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maps. It is based on prolonged personal investigation and must
represent an enormous amount of work. The Surrey entries are

of course much fewer than those relating to Sussex and Kent.

The book is well illustrated. It contains a few misprints, three

of which occur in the bond printed on p. 57 (inf twice for me, and

date for datii).

H. L.

All Saints, Kingston-upon-Thames.—By W. E. St. Lawrence

Finny, M.D., F.S.A. (S.P.C.K. Notes on Churches and Abbeys,

No. 21.) 2nd edition, 1930. Price 3d.

Although this is described as a second edition of the guide which

was published some years ago, it has been entirely rewritten and

now appears in a slightly larger format and happily in a type

which can be more easily read even in the recesses of a dimly

lighted church. Of the four photographs with which it is illus-

trated two are new in the present edition. Since the appearance

of the first edition the foundations of the Saxon church have been

excavated by the author and a brief description of them is now
given. The pamphlet which we understand has been printed at

his own expense is being sold for the benefit of the church and

is a necessity to all those visiting it who wish to be put in posses-

sion in as few words as possible of its many interesting features.

Guide to the Church of St. Nicholas, Compton, Surrey.—
By Cecilia Boston. First impression, 1930. Price 6d.

This, although in handy form and like the foregoing work sold

for the benefit of the maintenance and repair fund of the church,

is a guide on a somewhat larger scale. Compton Church, apart

from its being in some respects the most important archaeologically

in Surrey, is, as Lady Boston says, one of the most beautiful and

interesting in the kingdom. Its double superimposed sanctuary

is perhaps unique but there are many other points of architectural

and archaeological interest about the church as our members know.

These features are summarized at the beginning of the guide for

those visitors who can only make a hurried survey, but none should

fail afterwards to read the fuller account following, in the writing

of which Lady Boston acknowledges her indebtedness to Mr.

Philip Johnston. In the dated summary on p. 5 the " perhaps
"

after the mention of the fragment of glass
—

" Madonna and Child
"

no doubt refers to the date—1180—under which it is here put and
not to the subject, as to which there can be no doubt. It is per-

haps the earliest piece of stained glass in the county but probably
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the early thirteenth century, as suggested on the plate of it which

is here given, more closely approximates to its actual date. Dr.

Peatling says it may well date from the second quarter of that

century. In addition to this illustration there are four excellent

and well reproduced photographs of the church and its architec-

tural features and a list of the rectors and patrons from c. 1189

is given.

The Reader's Index and Guide.—No. 3, Vol. XXXII, of this

publication, the magazine of the Croydon Public Libraries, con-

tains, in addition to Library information, a list of the Croydon

Deeds in the Reference Library and a short romance of Margaret

Finch, the Gypsy Queen at Norwood, together with a reproduction

of an original print dated 1739.


