
SOME SURREY BELL-BARROWS.
BY

L. V. GRINSELL.

INTROD UCTION.

Bell-barrows in General: their Definition, Types, Distribution

and Date.

THE ancient burial-mounds, tumuli or barrows which add

interest and beauty to so many of the uplands of

England and elsewhere, are of various kinds, and until they

have been opened it is helpful to classify them according to

their outward appearance.

A bell-barrow is a burial-mound surrounded by a platform

which is generally surrounded by a ditch. The presence of a

platform or berm outside the mound is the criterion of a bell-

barrow, provided that the berm is not too wide and the mound
not too small, when the type becomes a disc-barrow.

In Surrey the berm or platform tends to be rather wide, 1

particularly in the Horsell Common and Deerleap Wood
examples, and the tendency to a wide berm is evident in the

Avebury district as well. Wide and narrow berms are both

frequent in the Stonehenge area, but in West Sussex all the

bell-barrows have narrow sloping berms. Normally the berm
is on the same level as the ground immediately outside the

barrow, but occasionally—as on Milston Down, Wilts, and

Wisley Common, Surrey, the berm is raised three or four feet

above the surrounding ground. In several examples in Wilt-

shire and Surrey there is a low ringwork or rampart outside

the ditch, but this feature is the exception rather than the

rule. Bell-barrows exist in singles, rows, twins or triples.

Twins are surrounded by an oval ditch, and triples are sur-

1 As the Surrey bell-barrows are all on sandy soil and the mounds
are consequently overspread, the berms were originally wider still.
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58 SOME SURREY BELL-BARROWS.

rounded sometimes by an elongated oval ditch (as on Amesbury
Down, Wilts, and Crooksbury Common, Surrey) and some-

times by an hour-glass-shaped ditch (as on Overton Hill,

Wilts).

Barrows of the bell form have been recorded chiefly 1 from

the counties south of the Thames, and they are most abundant

in Wiltshire, especially near Stonehenge and Avebury. The
writer has details of over 130 bell-barrows in Southern England,

and about eighty of those are in Wiltshire, eight in Dorset, ten

in Hampshire, twelve in Berkshire, twelve in Sussex and about

seven in Surrey. The figures for Wiltshire, Sussex and Surrey

are fairly complete as almost every barrow has been examined
;

but a search among the barrows of Hampshire, Berkshire and
Dorset would probably reveal a few more. An examination of

nearly all the known barrows on the Sussex Downs (about a

thousand in number) revealed the fact that the bell-barrows

in that county are all found west of Arundel, and a more
recent examination of nearly all the known Surrey barrows

(about eighty) shows that in this county bell-barrows are not

found east of Dorking. Search among a few of the barrows

of Kent has revealed no " bells," and none are mentioned in

any of the volumes of Archceologia Cantiana or in Jessup's

County Archeology of Kent.

Regarding the period of bell-barrows, it is sufficient to point

out that excavation in them has revealed primary interments

of all periods from the Beaker period (as at Woodyates and

near Stonehenge) to the inverted urn period (as at Huish Hill,

Wilts., and Woodyates, Dorset : see R. C. Hoare's Ancient

Wilts, Vol. I, p. 243, and elsewhere). The most frequent

method of primary interment in bell-barrows seems to have

been by simple cremation {i.e. cremation with no urn).

SURREY BELL-BARROWS.

1-3. Crooksbury Common, Elstead : Triple-barrow.

*" nq Max, 5n qF f
306-31 1 mm. from W. inner margin of map;

o u.o. iviap 30 ^•^•| 2I 8_225 mm. from S. inner margin of map.
In Parish of Elstead. Soil : Lower Greensand.
Independent surveys made 8.2.31 and 15.11.31. Photographed,

15.x1.31.

Orientation : N.N.W. by S.S.E. Situation : on high ground.

1 Examples north of the Thames have been noted from Norfolk.



PLATE XIII

I.—ELSTEAD TRIPLE BARROW
The Western and Middle Mounds.

II. ELSTEAD TRIPLE BARROW
The Eastern Mound.
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PLATE XIV

WISLEY COMMON BELL-BARROW

Note the raised platform.

SECTION OF HORSELL COMMON (\Y.) BELL-BARROW

[Note the ditch indicated by lighter and longer grass, the

very wide berm, and the mound beginning to rise on the

left side of the photograph.]
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Description.—The earthwork consists of three roughly

circular mounds enclosed within an elongated oval ditch, out-

side which is a low bank. This ditch and bank could not be

traced by the writer on the west-south-west side, where they

appear to have been obliterated when a path was made along

this side. The northern mound is not quite in line with the

other two, being placed a little to the east, but it is joined by
a " col " to the central mound, which has a depression in the

centre. The northern mound is not so large as the other two.

The berm is definite at the northern end where it is slightly

raised, but it is vague at the south, and the southern mound
appears to slope straight into the ditch. The whole earth-

work is about 240 feet long and 96 feet wide. The encircling

ditch is about 18 inches deep and the exterior ringwork between

1 and 2 feet high. The width of the berm varies, but is 4 or 5

yards at the north and north-east parts where it is best pre-

served. The northern mound is about 6 feet high, the middle

one about 9 feet and the southern about 9 or 10 feet high.

[Horizontal measurements are by tape : vertical ones by
judgment.] The whole earthwork is covered with pines, and
also with vague hummocks and hollows and undulations, and
the plan is therefore somewhat diagrammatic.

Triple-barrows are extremely rare, and previously recorded

examples are described in Wessex from the Air, by O. G. S.

Crawford and Alexander Keiller. Brief reference to the

Elstead example is made in V.C.H. Surrey, Vol. IV, p. 405, and

in Whimster's Archeology of Surrey, p. 228 ; but the import-

ance of the earthwork does not appear to have been recognized.

4. Wisley Common.

N.E.
6" O.S. Map 17 =-=r- Border. 262-265 mm - from W. inner margin of

map.
In Parish of Wisley. Soil : Bagshot Beds.
Examined 3.1.32, 31. 1.32 and 27.3.32.

Situation : On a natural rise.

Description.—A large circular earthwork consisting of a

mound placed on a raised platform. This appears to be a

variant of the true bell-barrow, differing from the normal type

in that no ditch is visible and the platform is raised about
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1

5 feet above the surrounding ground (compare " The Soldier's

Ring " on Crooksbury Common, Surrey, and a bell-barrow on

Milston Down, Wilts). The platform has been destroyed at

the north-east (? by iron-workings) , and if it originally went

all round it must have been partly cut away on the east side

by the parish boundary entrenchment. The barrow was

opened in 1911 by Dr. Eric Gardner, F.S.A., to whom I am
indebted for the information that a simple cremation with no

urn or other relics was found at a depth of 18 inches or 2 feet

below the top of the mound. Further digging was prevented

by tree-roots.

The earthwork is about 9 or 10 feet above the ground on the

west, and about 12 feet above the ground on the east. On the

west side the berm is about 5 feet high and the mound 4 feet

above the berm. Measurement by tape revealed an overall

diameter of 133 feet from west to east and 144 feet from north

to south. The smaller diameter from west to east is probably

due to encroachment of the parish boundary. The berm is

about 18 feet wide and the mound 70 feet in diameter.

Literature.—Whimster, Archeology of Surrey, p. 239.

5 and 6. Horsell Common.
" On the Heath in this Parish are two round Hills or Barrows,

supposed to have been the Burial-Place for Men slain in Battles."

—

John Aubrey, A Perambulation of the County of Surrey . . ., Vol. Ill,

p. 193 (published 1718).

5. Horsell Common (West).

<l» r\ o t»/t tvt i*7 f 107-110 mm. from W. inner margin of map ;

6 O.S. Map 17 N.W.{
77Ig mm from s inner margin % f map

Situation : On low-lying ground.
In Parish of Horsell. Soil : Bagshot Beds.
Examined 5.7.31 and 11. 10. 31. Photographed, 11. 10. 31.

Description.—A very fine example, though the mound has

been dug into. The most interesting feature of this barrow

is that the grass growing in the ditch is much longer, more

reed-like and of a lighter colour than that growing elsewhere.

This has the effect of making the ditch clearly visible in the

photograph. Another characteristic is the wide and level

platform. There is a slight suggestion of outer vallum on the
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north. On account of vague undulations it is not possible to

state whether the ditch is annular or interrupted.

The overall diameter (excluding slight suggestion of outer

vallum) is 157 feet, the ditch is 1 foot deep and 8 feet wide,

and the berm 21 feet wide. The mound is 0,9 feet in diameter

and 5 feet high. The mound has several depressions in the

centre and a large one at the side.

6. Horsell Common (East).

^,, ^ ^ n T , T ,., (126-129 mm. from W. inner margin of map;
6 O.S. Map 17 N.W.|

74
_77 mm from g inner margin

b
of map

v

Situation : On low-lying ground.

In Parish of Horsell. Soil : Bagshot Beds.

Examined, 5.7.31 and 11. 10.31. Photographed, 11. 10. 31.

Description.—A fairly good example, covered with trees.

The mound has a large cavity in the centre, and an old country-

man who lives near the barrow informed the writer that he

dug the hole during the Great War. He dug about 6 feet

down, and found loose soil to the extent of his digging. This

barrow has a vague suggestion of outer vallum.

The mound is 4 or 5 feet high and the ditch about 2 feet

deep. The overall diameter (excluding trace of outer vallum)

is 128 feet, the diameter of the mound being 80 feet, the berm

being 15 feet wide and the ditch 9 feet wide.

Literature :

Aubrey, Perambulation of Surrey, Vol. Ill, p. 193.

S.A.C., Vol. VII, p. 152.

V.C.H. Surrey, Vol. IV, p. 405.

Whimster, The Archeology of Surrey, p. 230.

7. Deerleap Wood.

ft" O S Mar. » n W (

I

54"9 mm. from W. inner margin of map
;

o u.s. map 33 iN - vv
- 1159.5-164.5 mm. from S. inner margin of map.

Situation : In rather low-lying ground between the North Downs and
Leith Hill.

In Parish of Wotton. Soil : Lower Greensand.

Is a Scheduled Ancient Monument.
Examined, 21.6.31 and 22. 11. 31. Photographed, 22. 11. 31.

Description.—A very well-preserved, large and fine example.

Although situated in a wood it is not so thickly covered with

trees as most of the Surrey bell-barrows. The ditch was prob-



PLATE XV

DEERLEAP WOOD BELL-BARROW
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ably originally annular, a vague interruption in one part being

most likely the result of recent tampering. The mound has

a slight depression in the centre ; the berm is raised about one

foot on the south side but is lower than the natural ground-
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level on the north, where the outer vallum appears to be partly

destroyed and partly under growth.

Measurement in both directions showed that the barrow is

approximately circular. The diameter of the mound is about

78 feet, the width of the berm 21 feet, the width of the ditch
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15 feet, and the width of the outer vallum 15 feet. The overall

diameter is therefore about 180 feet. The mound is about

7 feet high, the ditch i| to 2 feet deep and the outer vallum

about 1 to 11 feet in height.

Literature :

V.C.H. Surrey, Vol. IV, p. 405.

Whimster, Archeology of Surrey, p. 240.

CONCLUSION.

From the above notes it is observed that the typical Surrey

bell-barrow has a mound not very high for this class of barrow,

a wide berm, definite ditch and generally an outer ringwork

or a suggestion thereof. The writer has seen barrows of this

general type on Huish Hill, Botley Down and Amesbury
Downs in Wiltshire, and in the sandy areas of Berkshire

between Newbury and Reading are about six possible bell-

barrows on Brimpton and Mortimer Commons, which resemble

the Surrey group but do not appear to have outer ringworks.

The bell-barrows on Huish Hill and Botley Down might

almost be classed as intermediate between the Bell and Disc

types, and the examples in the Surrey group approach the

Disc type more closely than is usual in bell-barrows.

For a few additional localities of ordinary barrows on the

map the writer is indebted to Dr. W. Hooper. Thanks are due

to Mr. G. G. Crawshaw for assistance with the photography.

Note on Earthworks at Littleworth Clumps.

The alleged twin-barrows at Littleworth Clumps, described

in V.C.H. Surrey, Vol. IV, p. 405, and in F. Lasham's article

in Vol. XII (p. 153) of the S.A.C., are omitted from this article

because in the opinion of the writer the entrenchments round

these mounds may be fairly recent and connected with tree-

planting. The mounds themselves may or may not be artificial

.




