
EWELL.

+ =SAXON BURIALS

FOUND 1930 8s32

Taylei
Hill

'•'•"'i'i

fig. i.

—

plan showing positions of sites I and 2 (outlined in black).

Based on the Ordnance Survey Map with the sanction of the Controller of H.M. Stationery Office.

16



EXCAVATIONS AT EWELL IN 1934.

The Saxon Cemetery and Stane Street.

BY

A. W. G. LOWTHER, F.S.A., A.R.I.B.A.

Site I. (Ewell House.)

THE Excavations undertaken at Ewell during 1934 were

started solely with the object of investigating certain

building sites while the opportunity still remained. The recent

expansion of Ewell has led to the breaking up of several

estates, and to their being covered with a number of small

houses. The grounds of " Ewell House " have been so

" developed," and, as was recorded (by Mr. G. C. Dunning,

F.S.A., in Ant. Journ., 1932, Vol. XII, p. 442, and 1933, Vol.

XIII, p. 302), a Saxon Cemetery was found to extend over a

large part of the site. One corner of this site gave an oppor-

tunity for a limited amount of investigation, though part of

it was already being built on before excavations could be

begun. The position of this piece of ground is shown (labelled

Site I) on the map (Fig. 1).

The finds made in 1930 and 1932 included cremation as well

as inhumation burials and a variety of " grave furniture,"

including spearheads, a shield-boss, undecorated urns, and

brooches of both " saucer " and " disc " types. Five burials

were excavated, and others are recorded as having been found

by workmen during the building work. At the same time it

is noted by Mr. Dunning that fragments of Roman pottery

and tile were found, and were probably derived from a building

in the neighbourhood.

The first trench to be cut in 1934 (Fig. 3) proved to have

been carried obliquely across a V-shaped ditch, whose silt levels

(11. 3, 4 and 5) contained Roman pottery and tile (as well as

s.a.c.—vol. xliii. 17 c
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EXCAVATIONS AT EWELL IN 1934.

a few pieces of pre-Roman ware, which occurred sparingly in

all the levels). Sealing these layers, and sagging into the ditch,

was a layer of dark sand containing scattered objects of Saxon
date (1. 2). It was clear that the ditch was silted up to about

three-quarters of its depth when this material accumulated.

Over it was a depth of sand (1. i), lighter in colour and contain-

ing fewer pebbles than the last. In its upper part were a few

pieces of mediaeval (green-glazed) ware.

This trench (together with the later work) showed that,

geologically, the site consisted mainly of Thanet Sand, but that

there was a capping of gravel on the higher ground to the south.

Its limits on this site are shown on the plan (Fig. 2). One
very fragmentary burial was found in this gravel and was
accompanied by the iron knife shown on Fig. 13. This knife

is of a typical Saxon form, similar to examples from the

cemetery at Guildford {S.A.C., XXXIX, PI. XI). It lay

underneath the skeleton, close to the hips, and may possibly

have been in a sheath attached to a belt, but no trace of

any belt buckle was found. The skeleton, of which the

skull and legs had been destroyed, was lying from west to

east. The bottom of the grave, at a depth of 2 feet, was
only a few inches below the layer of top-soil, which is nearly

2 feet thick over most of the site.

This was the only burial discovered on the site. While it

extends the limits of the cemetery to the south, it suggests

that it may have extended still further in that direction, but

that the wearing down of the top of the hill has probably

destroyed most of these shallow burials, if others existed.

The rest of the time was spent in making a cut (cut 2) to

trace the direction of the ditch and in clearing a short distance

of it (PI. VII and Fig. 4). At the same time, the foundation

trenches for the second house being built on this ground,

were in process of being dug, and served to show that the ditch

carried right across the site.

The stratification in cut 2 coincided with that in cut 1,

and produced some rather more satisfactory dating material.

The Saxon layer (1. 2) contained three objects, viz. a blue-glass

bead, a silver finger-ring (of usual spiral type) and an iron

spearhead, with " open " socket. The spearhead still retained

the traces of some 3 inches of its wooden shaft, projecting
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EXCAVATIONS AT EWELL IN 1934. 19

beyond the base of its socket. This indicates the probability

of the layer in which these objects lay being of Saxon date,

or, at any rate, of its having been formed within a short time

of the date of the surrounding burials, if not contemporary

EWELL HOUSE SITE
PLAN OF PART INVESTIGATED IN 1934

SCALE OF FEET
tO 30 40 SO 60 TO SO 90

AW.G.L.

FIG. 2. PLAN OF SITE I.

with them. If the spearhead had reached the position in which

it was found through being displaced from a burial disturbed

at a much later date, it is not likely that it would have retained

any of its shaft. It may thus be regarded as a piece of evidence
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22 EXCAVATIONS AT EWELL IN 1934.

of primary importance, though, in itself, it was a particularly

poorly preserved specimen of its kind.

A considerable amount of Roman material was again derived

from the underlying " ditch silt " levels (3, 4 and 5). There

were no coins, but some pottery of a sufficiently datable type,

was found. Chief among it is a large fragment of a mortarium

of Samian ware (form Drag. 45) which was found at the

bottom of the ditch, in the " rapid silt "
(1. 5), a clean sandy

stratum that must have washed back into the ditch shortly

after it was dug. (There is, of course, always the proviso that

the ditch may have been cleared, and deepened, at a date

subsequent to its original making. There was, in this case,

however, no evidence suggesting that the ditch had been

enlarged.) This mortarium (Fig. 6) is datable c. a.d. 250,

and is a fairly large fragment, with sharp, angular broken edges,

suggesting that it reached the position where it was found not

long after being broken. Together with the other pottery

found in the ditch silt (all either contemporary with, or earlier

than, this fragment) it seems likely that the ditch was dug in

the second half of the third century.

Anticipating the work described in the later part of this

report (Site II), it may be said that the line of the ditch is

nearly at right-angles to the line of Stane Street as found in

the " fair field." Unfortunately the rapidity of the building

activity on that site prevented any attempt being made to

find whether the ditch carried on into this field, as it may
well have done.

It seems probable that it served purely as a boundary ditch.

Its dimensions, as existing are, a width of about 7 feet and a

depth of about 3 feet ; originally it may have been about

10 feet x 5 feet.

Fairly extensive remains of Roman occupation have been

found at Ewell (pottery, tiles, burials and rubbish pits) at

various sites to the north and north-east of this ditch ; it is

possible, therefore, that this ditch forms the southern boundary

of the settlement, and that it is akin to the ditch found at

Ashtead, near the Parish Church (S.A.C., XLII, p. 77). The

Ashtead ditch proved to be associated with a small settlement

(of which a small part of one building was found), similarly

placed in relation to Stane Street.
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A large percentage of the pieces of Roman brick found were

of the nature of " wasters " (overburnt and distorted in their

manufacture), so that it seems probable that brickworks were

in operation here in the Roman period, as they were at the

present day, until comparatively recently. Deposits of brick-

earth extend along a line joining Chessington and Ewell and

Roman brickworks were established at two points along this

line (at Ashtead Common, and near Epsom Common. A
Roman brick-kiln was found at the latter site, during the

building of an Asylum, but no account of it has been published).

The Finds.

(i) Pre-Roman. Iron Age A (?)

Fig. 5, No. 1. Rim fragment, bevel-edged, of heavily

gritted, dark brown ware. Cut i, 1. 3. A number of pieces

of identical ware (all of hand-made vessels) were found through-

out the work. Among them was the piece shown on Fig. 5,

No. 2. This fragment is decorated with an impressed
" guilloche " design, which has formed a continuous horizontal

band, bordered at top and bottom, with lines of horizontal

grooves. This piece was found in an upper level so that there

is no clue as to its age to be obtained from its horizon. While

the decoration is such as might be found on Saxon decorated

urns (I can find no parallel to it) the ware is totally different

from either that of the one Saxon urn found on this site, or

of the decorated and undecorated urns from the Guildford

cemetery. None of them contained the fine, white quartz

particles that are present in this fragment, as in the rim frag-

ment previously described. As Mr. Hawkes of the British

Museum, to whom it was submitted, kindly informed me, the

ware is typically " Early Iron Age " although in its decoration

it appears to be without an exact parallel.

(ii) Roman.

(a) Samian ware.

Fig. 6. Part of a mortarium of form Drag. 45. When
complete, it probably had a spout of the " lion-face " type

that is normal with vessels of this form. Date, c. a.d.
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FIG. 5.

c. J actual size.

FIG. 6.

J actual site.
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200-260. (Cf. May, Silchester Pottery, PI. XXXIV, 42, and

p. 94.) Found in the " rapid silt "
(1. 5) of the ditch.

Fig. 5, No. 3. Part of the rim and side of a bowl of form

Walters 81 (Drag. 44). As seems to have been usual with

vessels of this type, the potter's stamp was affixed to the

outside. In the case of this fragment, part of the stamp

remains. The first two letters of the name, AM , all that

survives. Date, late Ilnd c. (Cf. May, Colchester Pottery,

p. 105, 94). Found in 1. 1.

Fig. 5, No. 4. A fragment of the flange (with barbotine

ornament) of a flanged bowl of form Drag. 35. Ilnd c. date.

Unstratified.

(b) Castor ware.

Fig. 7. Base of a small colour-coated beaker (black on

a white ware, of normal type). Its form, with a fairly tall

FIG. 7.

£ actual size.

foot, suggests a Illrd c. date for the vessel. (Cf. May,
Silchester, PI. XLII, 154, for the probable form of this

beaker when complete. Found in the ditch silt (1. 4).

(c) Miscellaneous (not figured).

The following types of vessels were represented by fragments

found during the excavations, but were either unstratified, or

in such levels as to have no bearing on the chronology of the

site.

1. Amphorae. The large, globular, Ilnd c. form (of which
a complete example from Ewell is in the British Museum).

2. Flagons. Pieces of red-ware flagons with cream-coloured

slip on the outside.
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3. Mica-dusted ware. A few pieces of vessels of this ware

(late 1st or early Ilnd c).

(iii) Saxon.
Fig. 8. Small urn, hand-made and undecorated, of smooth-

FIG. 8.

J actual size.

surfaced, dark-brown ware. Diameter at rim, 5 inches

;

height, 3 inches (1. 2).

Fig. 9. Glass spindle whorl of dark blue glass inlaid with

white glass ornamentation round the edges (1. 2). Compare

FIG. 9.

Actual size.

with the similar one found at Guildford (S.A.C., XXXIX,
PI. VIII).
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Fig. 10, No. i. Plain coil finger-ring of bronze (normal

type). (1. 2.)

Fig. 10, No. 2. Plain coil finger-ring of silver, (half

FIG. IO.

Actual size.

broken away) the band relieved with two incised parallel lines
;

ends tapering. (1. 2.)

Fig. 10, No. 3. Blue glass bead. (1. 2.)

Fig. 11. The buckle-plate of a belt buckle. The plate

is of bronze, with tinned surface, the buckle part (not

FIG. II.

Actual size.

figured) being of iron. Pierced with four holes (for securing it

to the leather) and ornamented with impressed decoration

along one edge and with two crosses formed of triangles. The
buckle, of which some fragments remained, was kidney-shaped,

and measured 2.\ inches, thus projecting beyond the plate which

is ij inches square. (1. 2.)
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Fig. 12. Plain bronze ring, probably an armlet. Diameter,

about 4! inches. (1. 2.)

Fig. 13. Iron knife-blade, with some traces of its wooden

FIG. 12.

J actual size.

handle adhering to the tang. Length, 6 inches,

with burial.

Found

FIG. 13.

J actual size.

(The following are not figured).

1. The back plates and rims of two applied brooches.

Bronze. The ornamental front plate is missing in each case.

(1. 2.)

2. Iron spearhead, with open socket. Length, 8| inches.

(1. 2.)

The finds from this site have been deposited in the Guildford

Museum. The owners of the ground are to be thanked for

permitting the work to be carried out and Mr. Clayton, the

builder, for facilitating it in many ways.
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Site II. (The Fair Field.)

The second part of the work to be described in this report

was carried out in a field lying a short distance to the east of

Site I (plan, Fig. i). [It was, within living memory, the

field in which the Ewell fair and cattle market was held and

was attached to Ewell Manor, whose walled-in grounds it

adjoined.] The immediate intention of building over the whole

of this estate made it advisable to explore the Fair Field while

it was still possible. Roman coins, pottery and rubbish pits

are recorded as having been found on land adjoining it.

It was intended to cut a single trench across the site, purely

as a " trial trench," to test the possibilities of the site.

Near the centre of the field, a road, formed of compact

gravel and sand metalling (and containing two pieces of Roman
bricks) was encountered. The trench appeared to cut the line

of the road very obliquely, as was shown by the great width of

metalling (about 50 feet) which it exposed. The subsequent

work (which was carried out under the supervision of Mr. S. E.

Winbolt, M.A.) consisted of establishing the line of the road

across the field by means of a series of trenches (see plan,

Fig. 1). This was successfully accomplished, the road being

disclosed in the four trenches made to the north of the original

trench, while a sewer trench exposed it beside the southern

boundary of the field.

The drawing (Fig. 14) shows the information obtained from

two of these trenches.

The following is a list of the chief points concerning this

length of road.

1

.

The metalling rests directly on a chalk subsoil through-

out this field. Any question of " sinking" (cf.
" Some New

Material for the Determination of Stane Street," by Lieut.-Col.

H. F. Bidder,D.S.O.,F.S.A.,in S.A.C., XLII,p. 2 5), is therefore

ruled out.

2. The maximum thickness of metalling which had survived

was found in cut 1, where, at the centre of the road, it was

about 2 feet thick. This was immediately overlaid by the

plough-disturbed humus, so that the original thickness of

metalling is quite indeterminate. Most probably the original

thickness was from 3 to 4 feet, so that the road would have

been in the form of a " raised causeway," as reported to have
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1

been observed in " Sir John Rae Reid's Field " and as is to

be seen where it crosses Mickleham Downs. Scattered metal-

ling was found, thinning out and spreading for some distance

on either side of the road (apparently due to this " ploughing

down " of its upper part) though its original width was indicated

by shallow trenches, cut into the chalk on either side. Though
quite shallow, these were traceable in each of the cuts and

gave the impression of being " guide lines " cut to mark out

the road when it was constructed and that the " humus " was

removed from the surface between them before the road was

built up. They were completely filled with metalling.

3. The metalling consisted of a very coarse gravel, mixed

with sand. (The sand and gravel appeared to have been

derived from separate sources and intentionally mixed to form

a kind of " mortarless concrete." It was very consolidated,

and difficult to cut into. A similar " mixture " of sand and

gravel was found in the roads at Verulamium.) There were

a number of "worked" flint flakes in the metalling, which

appeared to have been imported with the sand rather than the

gravel.

The base of the metalling contained a spread of large chalk

flints.

4. No datable material was found " in " the road apart from

the following : two pieces of Roman brick ; one piece of

flanged roof tile ; one piece of flue-tile with traces of a stamped

design on it (as on tiles found on Ashtead Common at which

site they were being manufactured in the second century).

5. The following were found in close association with the

road, but in " disturbed " levels :

Coins. Domitian (?), a very battered 2nd M.
Tetricus I, 3rd JE.

Constans, 3rd ZE.

Pottery. Part of a dish of Samian ware, of form Drag. 18/31.

2nd c. Numerous fragments of coarse ware.

6. Post holes of timber structures underlying the road. One
of the cuts (cut 3), disclosed a row of four post-holes, crossing

the road diagonally and cut into the chalk. (The site was not

available for further excavation to follow these post-holes

beyond the four discovered) . All the holes (Plan and Section,

Fig. 14) were packed with metalling, as though the timbers
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in them were still sound and had to be removed when the road

was formed. One of the holes was of segmental shape, as

though it had contained a section of a split tree-trunk.

Site III. (Shop Site.)

During the building of a row of shops on a corner site, where

the Ewell By-pass meets the London Road on the north side

of Ewell (see plans), road metalling (as on the Fair Field site)

was encountered both in a foundation trench, at the back of

the building, and in one of the stanchion pits along the front of

it. Consent was obtained and the additional section (PI. VIII)

was dug at the back of the building. Two small pieces of

Roman brick were found in the metalling, which had a

maximum depth of I foot 9 inches and a spread width of

c. 25 feet. At this point the road rests on compact sand

(Thanet Sand) which here overlies the chalk. The coin of

(?) Domitian, in the list of coins given above, was found within

10 feet of this trench.

A further trace of the road is observable, on the opposite

side of the By-pass, where the ground has been cut back for

the construction of a petrol-filling station. These four points

give an alignment for the road that falls within the " London
Road Plantation " bordering Nonsuch Park. In this Planta-

tion, at its southern corner (and parallel with the alignment of

the present main road) a mound (raised about 3 feet above the

ground on either side and measuring about 25 feet across its

base) is traceable for a distance of about 100 yards. That it

pre-dates the section of the main road adjoining it is shown

by the way it continues southwards, to the edge of the main

road, which here curves round across its line and continues for

a short distance in line with the avenue which forms the

entrance to Nonsuch Park.

Some large oaks (also a number of small trees and a consider-

able amount of undergrowth) are growing on this " cause-

way," but in the winter it is clearly discernible and presents

much the appearance of that sector of Stane Street which is

to be seen on Mickleham Downs. At one point a small stream

cuts through it (the course for this stream appears to have been

intentionally dug) while the present road is carried over it

on a brick arch. To the north, the " causeway " gradually



PLATE VIII

" Fair Field " Site. Cut No. A.i.

The pegs in foreground are vertically above one of the marginal

ditches " (Fig. 14) ; the pole, in centre of the road.

Shop Site. " Stane Street."

The metalling cut back, on either side, to expose its thickness.

The pole is in the centre of the road.
facing page 32]
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loses height, until there is no further trace of it above

ground.

Permission to excavate in the Plantations has been granted

and, at the time of writing, the work is in progress but has not

advanced sufficiently for any results to be published in this

report. If it proves to be a section of Stane Street, it will

merely rectify the line of the road over the " two-mile straight,"

which, at its Ewell end, has departed somewhat from a straight

line, and would have to enter the Plantation to align with the

part nearer to London.

As regards the piece of " Roman road " reported as being

discovered in Church Street, Ewell (and recorded by Mr. S. E.

Winbolt in The Times of October 14, 1933) there is little

doubt that this cannot be accepted as such. Those who saw

it at the time are in agreement on this point. The mixture

of flints and chalk then exposed is more likely to have been

the substructure of the present road under which it lay. This

road was the old Coach Road through Ewell, before the

shorter route (across the Bourne) was made, after a serious

accident to the " Dorking Coach" on Church Street hill, in

April 1826.

The Course of Stane Street from Epsom to Pebble Lane.

The contention that the present Langley Bottom road

formed a part of Stane Street is set forth unquestioned in

Col. Bidder's recent contribution {op. cit., p. 14), where he

quotes as his authorities statements which are characterized

by vagueness of description and lack of archaeological value.

What Mr. Warne (in i860) and Mr. Roach Smith (in 1876)

actually saw on their country rambles to convince them
that they had " come upon the Via," we are not told,

but, having wandered on (apparently quite unconcerned at

departing from the Pebble Lane alignment), it is not surprising

that the lane they followed led them on to the Epsom race-

course, or when they followed it together, in the reverse direc-

tion, it took them down again to Pebble Lane. That they

quite failed to discover anything which they could proclaim

to be " the Via " until they had reached Ewell (and were well

north of the Pebble Lane alignment) is certainly not surprising.



SCALE Of MILES.
FIG. 16. PROBABLE COURSE OF STANE STREET THROUGH EPSOM AND EWELL.

Based on the Ordnance Survey Map with the sanction of the Controller of H.M. Stationery Office.



EXCAVATIONS AT EWELL IN 1934. 3^

What is astonishing is that they should have been so ready to

accept the Langley Bottom road as having anything to do with

Stane Street. It seems almost as though they had not realized

the deflection made by Langley Bottom in regard to the line

of Pebble Lane, for, Mr. Warne, in his account, uses the words
' this course, continued without deviation, brings it to the

eastern side of Woodcote Park."

The explanation for their belief in this extraordinary devia-

tion of Stane Street from the Pebble Lane alignment (a

deviation that would give it no advantage as regards gradient

or the nature of the subsoil) seems to me to have a fairly simple

explanation. That the Langley Bottom road is, in reality,

part of the trackway (probably mediaeval) leading from Leather-

head up on to the Downs, and which cuts diagonally across

Stane Street close to Langley Bottom farm. (This old trackway
is still well defined and passes along behind the Silk Factory

between Ashtead and Leatherhead.) A gradual divergence

from the Pebble Lane alignment to that of the later trackway
(thus rounding off the angle of intersection) would come about
quite naturally as time went on.

Once it was asserted (and apparently accepted) that Stane

Street had digressed and made its way up to the racecourse,

it is to be expected that every effort should be made to find

a line that it could follow in descending the Downs again in

the direction of Ewell. Mr. Warne and Mr. Roach Smith
frankly assert their failure to do this. The only evidence for

the road having followed this line (Col. Bidder, op. cit., p. 25,

Appendix I) is of the nature of a piece of second-hand
" hearsay," and as such it is devoid of any archaeological value.

On the plan (Fig. 16) I have indicated (in a dotted line)

the course along which one may reasonably suppose the road
to have gone, continuing and maintaining the Pebble Lane
alignment through Epsom. If any part of it still survives for

this sector, there are still a few likely points (such as near the

Durdans, or in Woodcote Park) where the spade may some day
reveal its foundations. The day when we could accept the

course of a Roman road as being established by a few surface

found coins, or by a " bank " showing on the surface of a
field, without any further investigation, is now a thing of the

past.




