
NEOLITHIC SITES IN WEST SURREY

(WITH A NOTE ON A MEDIEVAL
FLINT MINE AT EAST HORSLEY)

BY

E. S. WOOD

{In memoriam K. R. U. Todd)

The following notes describe three sites from which neolithic material

has been obtained [at one of which was also a medieval flint mine), and

include also a list of localities where surface flints have been picked up.

I. East Horsley

IN
writing this note I have rehed on the journal left by the late

Commander K. R. U. Todd, as I was not present at all the

excavation work. Cdr. Todd's death in April, 1950, at the age
of 45, deprived the Society and archaeology of a serious and valuable

worker, as his studies on the Mesolithic of India testify. A portrait
is at Plate I.

The work at the site was abandoned for want of labour and

opportunity, and this note is a record of things as at Cdr. Todd's

death; but the general picture obtained is not likely to be far from

the truth.

On June 10, 1949, Cdr. Todd was helping Mr. B. A. France to put

up fencing on his land at Old Trees, Green Dene, East Horsley

(map reference 097516), and noticed mounds and hollows, littered

with chalk rubble and nodules of flint, on the steep slope just inside

the beech-wood on the west side of the valley (Plate II). A spread of

similar rubbish fanned out below the wood on to the field, and this

contained scrapers and cores. The whole site suggested a flint

mine with two shafts, although such are hitherto unrecorded in

Surrey. Cdr. Todd undertook a small-scale excavation, with the

help of volunteers and the ready permission of Mr. France. The
work took from June 11 to October 28, 1949, and aroused much local

interest. Cdr. Todd planned another season in 1950, but this could

not be proceeded with.

Green Dene is a re-entrant running N.-S. on the northern slopes
of the chalk ridge; the site lies about 300 yards W.S.W. of

Mr. France's house, at about 350 feet O.D., and about 50 feet

above the floor of the valley. The soil is unmixed upper chalk,
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12 NEOLITHIC SITES IN WEST SURREY

with a black humus layer from 1 to 2 feet thick mixed with chalk

rubble.

A conditioning feature of the site, which must be stressed, is the

extreme steepness of the slope, which has determined frequent slips

of soil, and brought about serious mixing of the neolithic and
medieval material. Roots and rabbits add to the confusion. This

made the problems of the excavation very difficult until the shafts

could be proved not to be neolithic. Consequently, the arrangement
of this note has been simplified, and it is not an excavation report;
I have thought it better to present conclusions only, as being more

likely to make for clarity and understanding. In practice work went
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Fig. 1.—East Horsley Flint Mine. General Plan of Excavation.

on simultaneously in the shaft and in the trenches above and

around it.

The technique used was that of complete excavation down to

undisturbed chalk. A trial trench was dug to locate the lip of the

shaft ;
it failed, but the next trench, which did so, was then widened

and lengthened progressively as the shaft was revealed. Trenches

2 or 3 feet wide were cut on the slopes above and round the shaft, in

places where the surface scatter of flints was thickest.' The fence

below the mine was used as a datum Une for surveying and laying
out. A general plan is at Fig. 1.



Plate I.—Commander K. K. U. Todd.
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Plate II.—E. Horsley Flint Mine. The Site before I-Ixcavation.

*^

Plate III.—E. Horsley Flint Mine. The Steps
IN THE Eastern Shaft.

Seepage 16.
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1. The Neolithic Workings.

The site appears to be that of a small-scale flint-mining enterprise,

exploiting a surface source or outcrop of flint, worked up on site and
traded away.

(a) The Working Floors. Two of these were excavated, on the

slope just north of the easternmost mine-shaft. Flakes and cores

appeared from 9 inches deep, but a concentration was found, at

18-24 inches, of flakes and implements, with, at one place, a line of

flint nodules. The flints included an adze or gouge, a burin, and
cores. A sandstone rubber and round stones were also present, and
one of the flakes was calcined.

Another floor was found about 15 feet away from the first, at

18-22 inches depth, over 8 inches of sterile hard chalky earth,

probably hill-wash prior to the flint-working. A core rejuvenation
flake and a fabricator came from this area. This floor had a pile of

seventy-seven flakes, amongst them a coroid, an end-scraper and a

blade. Two feet away about 200 flakes and cores appeared, including
a flaked nodule perhaps for use as a smashing tool. The floor also

carried a pick of Thames type, a chopper, part of a sandstone

polisher, and a piece of indeterminate black pottery.

{b) On the Slope above and round the Western {unopened) Shaft.
Four trenches radiating from the hollow marking the shaft were cut

into the rubble-covered slope. Pot-boilers occurred at 15 inches

deep, possible hammer-stones at 18 inches, and calcined flints.

Undisturbed chalk was reached at 46 inches. Flakes were thickest

at about 38 inches—a blade at 37 inches and a backed blade at

40 inches.

Beyond the shaft a trial hole produced a piece of hollowed bone,
mineralised and contemporary with flakes, which may have been
used as a hand-pick. Above this (up the slope) were calcined flakes

and ashy earth—a cooking-place.
In this area many flakes, cores and blocks of mined flint turned up,

some of them thrown up by rabbits above medieval material. It

looked indeed as though a working floor higher up the slope had
been undermined and had largely fallen on top of the later deposits.
A fragment of a polished axe came from near the eastern lip of

the eastern shaft. Two balls (one chalk, one flint) came from under
the end of the flint wall, on an earthy layer.

(c) The Filling of the Eastern {opened) Shaft. At 6 inches depth
were burnt flints, charcoal, and a sherd of hard, well-fired red

pottery with flint backing, which has the appearance of being
Neolithic A. Flakes also occurred at 21 inches deep, over pieces of

cast iron and brass cartridge cases, so all this material has probably
slipped into the shaft from the floors above. In an earthy layer,
6-8 feet down, were three chalk balls.

{d) In the spread of rubble below the mine, in the field, flakes, cores

and a Campigny type axe were found.
The Material, in view of the nature of the site, can all be taken as
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contemporary, whether coming from any of the four sources out-

lined above.

It consists of:

(i) Working Waste
Cortical flakes, plain
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No antler or horn picks were found; at Ste.-Gertrude^ a paucity
of these was explained by the hardness of the chalk necessitating the
use of stone picks, and this may have been the case here.

No parallels can be found for small outcrop workings of this kind,
but they must have been common. 2
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Fig. 2.—^East Horsley Flint Mine. Typical Section of Shaft Filling.

2. The Medieval Flint Mine.

The appearance of the site (Plate 11) suggested two major shafts,

surrounded by spoil-heaps, but only one (that on the east) could be
excavated.

{a) The Shaft. This was roughly circular, with a diameter of

^ Proc.P.S.E.A., V. 1925, 37.
*

See, e.g., Curvven, E. C., The ArchcBology of Sussex, 1937, 105; Clark,

J. G. D., Prehistoric Europe: The Economic Basis, 1952, 174. (Clark also

stresses, p. 94, the prime importance of polished axes to the neolithic farmers.)
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about 10 feet and a depth of about 12 feet. A stairway of six steps
ran down the east wall, anticlockwise, made of steps cut out of the

solid chalk (Plate III). The first step appeared at 4 feet below present
surface {i.e., about 2 feet 6 inches below the original lip of the shaft) ;

each step was about 9-12 inches high, and about 12 inches wide.

The fifth step projected outwards, dividing the shaft into two

"apses." The sixth was a platform A\ feet long and 3 feet wide

forming the floor of the northernmost apse. The other apse went
down to undisturbed chalk, covered with a large stone and a

7-inch layer of clay, at another 18-inch depth (10 feet 9 inches

below datum). One step was broken.

The shaft and steps were cut out of the rock with metal picks, and
marks of these were seen on the wall and on loose blocks of chalk.

The marks would match the one-sided type of medieval pick (Plate

IV) ; they are U-shaped, about | inch across, and up to \ inch deep.

{h) The Filling. This consisted mostly of chalk rubble of various

grades, interspersed with pockets and lenses of earthy soil. An
earthy layer \ inch thick ran right across from 4| feet below datum
from S.W. to N.E. at an angle of 45°; this represents no doubt a

temporary lull in the filling. The amount of rubble, however, and
the confusion of objects, makes it clear that the filling took place in

two or three major landslides.

The typical section at Fig. 2 makes it unnecessary to go into

further detail. The objects found in the filling (from top) were:

(Datum about \\ feet above the centre of the depression, top
soil to about 3 feet below datum.)

At 6 inches, a dark area with iron slag and neoUthic material.

At 21 inches, cast iron, pig's teeth {Sus scrofa Linn.), glazed

pottery (see below).
At 4| feet, three shells in an earthy pocket {Helix aspersa

Miiller).

At 6-8 feet, snail shells^ and three chalk balls, in the earthy

layer.
At 7 feet 1 inch to 7 feet 11 inches in S. corner (3 feet below

earthy layer here), a small earthy lens with part of a medieval

bronze buckle.

^ These were examined by Dr. C. P. Castell of the British Museum (N.H.),
who kindly reports as follows:

"Pomatias elegans (MuUer) . . 72
Ena obscura (Miiller) ... 1

Helicigona lapicida (Linn.) . . 4
Helix nemoralis (Linn.) ... 2
H. aspersa (Miiller) . . .10
Helicella iiala (Linn.) ... 2
Discus rotundatus (Miiller) . . 1

Oxychilus cellarius (Miiller) . . 7
Retinella pura (Alder) ... 1

R. nitidula (Drapamaud) . . 2

The species of moUusca represented in the sample are those occurring at the

present day in or on the fringe of beech woods in the Horsley district."
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(c) The Cooking-places. Above the shafts the trenching revealed,

about 12 inches down, three pockets of small rubble containing
medieval pottery, burnt flints, ashy earth, and bones of rabbit,

fowl and rat. A glazed brick was also present. Pottery also occurred

near the lip of the second (unopened) shaft, about 18 inches down.

From 18 inches down in a trench above the shaft came a circular

button with silver-gilt face on a bronze back with an iron attach-

ment-loop. This has an incised design of seven wavy lines inter-

spersed with dots, and may be late medieval or Tudor.

{d) The Wall. Above the shaft was found the base of a dry-stone

wall, made of old nodules of flint. Its average height was 15 inches;

it ran above and across the neolithic floor 1
, and curved round above

the mine-shaft and down the slope. The earth round it and between

the blocks contained flint flakes, sometimes right to the top of the

wall. This is to be expected in the vicinity of the Neolithic floors,

and it looks as though the wall was built by the medieval miners to

protect their shaft from slips of soil.

The Pottery has been examined by Mr. A. W. G. Lowther, F.S.A.,

who reports it as falling into three types :

(i) Shell-gritted cooking-pot ware with appHed ribbon orna-

ment (Fig. 3).

(ii)
Hard sandy cooking-pot ware,

(iii) Green-glazed buff ware (dishes).

It is indistinguishable from that at Pachenesham Manor, Leather-

head,i and can be confidently dated to c. a.d. 1280. The bronze

buckle, which was the crucial evidence, low in the filhng, for the

medieval age of the mine, is not inconsistent with this date.

Conclusions

It seems that we have here a working to provide flints or chalk

blocks, or both, for building work at Rowbarns Manor, which is only
about a mile away down Green Dene. The rubble and debris left by
the Neolithic workings may have attracted the medieval people to

the spot. Medieval flint or chalk was usually obtained from open

quarries, and followed seams of good material. The shafts here are

therefore unusual, and I can find no parallel for the steps (there are

none in the Neolithic either). The only other medieval shaft mine

in England of which I am aware (but this was connected with a

system of long galleries) is at Thetford.^ This then is a new light

on the practices of medieval builders.

^ See Lowther, A. W. G., 3rd Interim Report (1949) on the Excavations at

"The Mounts," Pachenesham [Proc. Leatherhead and Dist. Loc. Hist. Soc,

Vol. 1, No. 3, 1949, p. 7).
2 Bruce-Mitford, R. L. S.. "A Late Mediaeval Chalk Mine at Thetford"

{Norfolk Arch. Soc, xxx, 1952).
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II. West Horsley (Netley Heath)
In March, 1950, the late Cdr. K. R. U. Todd noticed flint imple-

ments on the surface of a field (Camp Field) in a clearing in the

woodlands of Netley Heath, on a soil of Eocene gravel overlying
the chalk (map reference 51 /081500). Ploughing was shortly to take

place, and with the peiTnission of the owner, Mr. Chiesman, Cdr.

Todd carried out an excavation of the area at which the imple-
ments seemed to be most frequent. The transect method^ was used,

as being most suited to the site, and most likely to give rapid results.

The Excavations. I cannot do better than reproduce Cdr. Todd's

notes in extenso :

19 Mar. Commenced excavation by running trial trench 10' X 3'. At

depth of 1' on coarse sandy grit with slabs canstone located floor. Got
3 scrapers & 42 other flakes. Surface hunting had jdelded a waisted axe,
several fine scrapers & 2 arrow heads. Point A is 38' from edge of road
to W. Horsley close to where it joins Shere road from E. Horsley and is

about 625' above sea level.

Junction Road 110° 6'. Woodcote Ho. 40" 16'

Kennels Hillside

20th Mar. Dug another 30 sq. feet getting 7 scrapers and 40 flakes.

Occasional burnt flints at 1'. Most of flakes and tools at 1', highest at 6".

21 Mar. Continued line AB out to 9', i.e. another 3 feet in depth. Floor

seemed to fade out so dug back 2 feet from AC (C being 9' from A at L
to AB) and got 1 1 scrapers.

—a Meso. type core and a hammerstone as

well as 57 flakes also a butt of a Meso. blade.

25 Mar. Dug back a further 3 feet from line AC (now 5' from AC). Got
8 scrapers, 3 cores, 1 burin, a core tool, some meso. type blade butts and
59 flakes. Several burnt flints and burnt sandstone encountered but in no
concentration. E. S. Wood & Dennis Pearce helping. Practically all tools

& flakes at 9".

26 Mar. Dug back to 10 feet from AC. Got 20 scrapers, 1 blade & 73

flakes. There appears to be a slightly burnt patch between A - 9 -|-

5-10" to A- 9 + 2^- 10" southward. A few burnt flints and reddened
sandstone give this impression. A possibility that scraper No. 43 at

A — 8^ +2 J
— 9" may be a burin as well.

The notation used in these notes will be clear from the diagram at

Fig. 4, which also shows the distribution of the implements. Each

piece was marked as it came up, and plotted at once on a plan.
The positions were noted by reference to the line AC, + being
north of it,

— south; the distance from AB or its southward con-

tinuation was then given; finally the depth in inches—e.g.,

A - 9+5- 10 inches.

Cdr. Todd dug at the site again on April 2, but left no detailed

note. This dig went back from A -10 to A -12^ and yielded
seven scrapers

^ and one hammerstone in addition to twenty-three
flakes and one broken blade.

At this point the work was discontinued, partly because it was

becoming clear that the main concentration had been passed, and

^ See Rankine, W. F., A Mesolithic Survey of the W . Surrey Greensand

(Sy. A. Soc. Research Papers No. 2, 1949, 51).
^ As noted by Cdr. Todd, but there seem to be actually nine.
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that further digging was not hkely materially to amplify the picture

already obtained; partly because of the imminence of ploughing;
and partly because of Cdr. Todd's last illness.

A subsequent exploration beyond the line A—12 by Mr. Dennis
Pearce produced in fact only three poor scrapers, and the results here

recorded may therefore be taken as a fair appraisement of the site.

The Material. From the above it will be seen that the flints were
obtained from an area 19 feet by 9 feet—i.e., 171 sq. ft.—of which
the most thickly scattered area was from AC to A —10+5; that is, a

patch about 10 feet long and 5 feet wide, or about 50 sq. ft., less

than a third of the area excavated. This may imply, and, taken in

conjunction with the few burnt pieces, probably does, settlement of

a human group on this piece of ground.
The flints can be classified thus:

Core tools, push-planes and burin



/^c W

Fig. 5.

East Horsley: 1, end-scraper; 2, wedge; 3, fabricator. West Horsley; 4, end-

scraper on blade; 5, waisted scraper. Abinger Hammer: 6, core-scraper;

7, curved scraper
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They are of the same kind and types as those from the excavated

site, except for the waisted scraper and the two arrowheads, one
of which is a long, narrow tranchet derivative of Clark's Type F,
both faces having a tranchet flake ;

and the other a broken piece of a

broad leaf form. The proportion of implements to waste, 15-8 per
cent, here, is very similar to that at the excavated site, 17-7 per cent.

The waisted scraper (it may be a hoe) is not a common type, but
occurs also at the surface site near the cursus at Stonehenge^ (which
also produced tranchet types and in any case is in a "henge"
country), from the West Kennet Long Barrow ^

(which has Neolithic

B elements) and from a Beaker settlement at Easton Down.^ This

type is strongly reminiscent, although there are differences, of the

Neolithic spatulate scrapers found in Sweden, ^ which themselves

may have some of their roots in the tanged scrapers of the Mesolithic*

The W. Horsley specimen is on a heavy pot-lid flake and measures

3J inches long by 2h inches wide at head and H inches at waist

(Fig. 5, 5).

"

A fragment of a flat rim of a green-glazed medieval pot was
also found.

III. Abinger Hammer

My wife and I, walking along the footpath from Abinger Hammer
to Abinger in April, 1950, noticed a few worked flints lying in the

ploughed ground beside the path (from about map reference 100467).
Further along the path, however, just south of the small squarish
wood which crowns a round hill between Paddington Farm and
Raikes Farm (both unnamed; map reference 51/103466), we found
a definite concentration of implements, towards the top of the hill

(on greensand, at about 475 feet O.D.), extending for about 50 yards
from the wood at its S.E. corner. The west side, being under grass,
could not be tested without excavation.

On this and subsequent visits 156 flints have been found. Although
patination is often deceptive, this is a site where it appears to have

validity. Some of the flints are patinated white, or at least milky;
others not at all. The patinated pieces have a definitely Mesolithic

appearance, while the unpatinated are larger, coarser, do not fall

into such distinguishable types, and are in fact the usual Neolithic-

Bronze Age flakes, struck, roughly trimmed, used and discarded.

The white patina, even where opaque, is less than | mm. thick, and

^
Laidler, B., and Young, W. E. V., "A surface Flint Industry from a site

near Stonehenge," W.A.M., 48, 1938, 150; Figs. 24, 26 and 43.
2 Thurnam, "Ancient British Barrows," Arch., 42, i, 1879, 229 (Fig. 19);

Stone, W.A.M., 45, 1931, 371, and Fig. 2; this piece has a pohshed edge, a
feature which recalls the discoidal polished flint knives (length A\ inch).

^
E.g., the hoard of eight from Kil, Tillinge, Uppland (lengths from 10-8 to

7'8 cm.) (Ekholm, Studier i Upplands Bebyggelsehistoria, 1915, Vol. I), repro-
duced more accessibly in Ebert, Reallexikon der Vorgeschichte, s.v. Schaber.

*
E.g., Brondsted, Danmarks Oldtid, Vol. I (1938), 80, Fig. 49 p (length

3 inch). The curious little spatulate microliths illustrated by Rankine in

Sy. A. Soc. Research Paper No. 2, p. 21 (Fig. 8) are probably not comparable,
having "backed" tangs and being much smaller (about 1 inch long).
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if the rate of change were known this might measure for us the time

between the two occupations of the site (up to 4,000 years has not

produced patina in the larger flints). That there were two occupa-

tions, and not merely a trick of patination, is shown by the fact that

some of the pieces have been used twice, and show a white patinated

surface broken into by unpatinated flaking. The difference in

patination at the same (surface) level is intelligible on the assump-
tion that the white flints have been brought up by relatively recent

ploughing
—at Netley Heath the material (unpatinated and neo-

lithic) was only 6-12 inches below the surface.

The flint in both cases is generally dark grey, often with yellowish

specks and patches; some pieces go into dark blue or dark brown.

The texture is somewhat coarse, and few pieces show any trans-

lucency.
Most of the pieces are not formal implements, but utilized flakes;

very few have secondary working. The quantity of waste suggests

that the implements were made on the spot. A few burnt flints are

scattered about, but may as well come from recent agriculture as

from buried hearths.

Details are:

Patinated

"Push-planes," cores and core-tools (Fig. 5, 6)

Round scraper (burnt)
End scraper
Blades, some used

Flakes, some used
Narrow-blade points

Triangular blades (? tranchet derivative

arrows) ....•
Broad triangular flake, worked on upper face

12

1

1

17

13
3

3
1

51

(Average length 1-1^ inches)

Unpatinated

Round scraper ....
Cores and core-scrapers
Point on leaf-shaped flake of white flint

End scraper . . . . •

Side scraper .....
Half-round scraper ....
Flakes and blades, some used

1

5

1

2

1

3
31

44

(Average length 1 1-2 inches)

Waste chips and flakes (including broken

blades) :

Patinated .....
Unpatinated ....

Total

48
13

61
156
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Most of this material is nondescript, but the secondary flaking on
a scraper (Fig. 5, 7) is of Bronze Age type, as noted, e.g., by Stone
and Hill.i

The site is well known to the local people, who say that arrow-
heads have been picked up on it. I have not been able to see any of

these. Flints are also found on the upper part of a lield about 100

yards to the S.W.

[The site is of course quite distinct from the Mesolithic settlement
at Abinger,2 which is about a mile away.]

IV. Discussion. The Secondary Neolithic
IN West Surrey

The greensand and chalk belts of Surrey form a narrow corridor

between the forested and damp, heavy soils of the Weald to the

south and the clays and gravels, sloping to the Thames, to the north.

Through it communication could be made between the well-

developed areas of Wessex and Kent. There is little doubt, however,
that in Neolithic times it was not an area of primary settlement by
farming communities of Neolithic A tradition ; the work of Rankine
and others has established the long survival of the Mesolithic

industries, and there is now growing evidence for the existence in

West Surrey of communities, sprung from Mesolithic roots, but
influenced by the more advanced Neolithic techniques.^
These Secondary Neolithic peoples practised no doubt a certain

amount of farming, but also continued their old habits of hunting
and gathering, and turned their natural mobihty into channels of

trade. They are characterized by pottery such as Peterborough,
Ebbsfleet, Grooved Ware and Rusticated Ware, by tranchet tools and
arrowheads, certain bone pins, polished flint knives, antler hammers
and other features, few of which have appeared so far in Surrey;
but recently more and more types of object are being recognized
as being in this tradition.

Ordinarily flint-work is difficult to assign to a people or period,

particularly surface material, but it is possible now to consider a
few types:

Picks and axes of Thames and Campigny types
—of well-known

Mesolithic affinities; now at East and West Horsley and Blackheath.
Tranchet derivative arrowheads—at West Horsley and Abinger

Hammer.
Fabricators. These are frequent in Secondary Neolithic contexts.*

Locally, they occurred at Badshot, among the Neolithic B flints in

1 ProcTrehist. Soc, IV, 1938, 255; VII. 1941, HI.
^ Described in Sy. A. Soc. Research Paper No. 3.
^ These are now defined as Secondary Neohthic; see Atkinson, R. J. C,

Excavations at Dorchester, Oxon. 1st Report, 1951, and Piggott, Stuart,

"Stonehenge Reviewed," in Aspects of Archeology. 1951.
*

Piggott, loc. cit.
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the pits,^ and from the MesoUthic pit filling at Abinger;^ now from
East Horsley and Blackheath.

Core-scrapers occurred in Level III (Mesolithic) at Abinger;^ now
from East and West Horsley, Abinger Hammer, Blackheath.

Square-ended scrapers
—

pit filling at Abinger, now from Abinger
Hammer.

Discoidal scrapers
—

pit filling at Abinger, now from Abinger
Hammer.

Waisted scrapers seem to be characteristic (see above)
—now from

West Horsley.
Chalk balls. Highly characteristic (see above)

—now from East

Horsley.
Flint mining itself, and the stone axe trade generally, is now

accepted as being in the hands of Secondary Neolithic people,*
and the local evidence supports this.

Finally, a comment on the Food Vessel from Dippenhall:^ this is

a clumsy pot with bevelled rim and a shoulder, made of fine reddish

ware. Its decoration consists of a row of cord maggots on the rim,
and three double rows of pits (under rim, on shoulder and on lower

part) with rows of maggots between. The pits recall Ebbsfleet, and,
most significantly, the pot is built up in rings in the Neolithic B
tradition. "The paste of the vessel, a fine reddish clay, is identical

with that of the Neolithic B pottery from the nearby Badshot Long
Barrow" [from the ditch silting]. It is in fact not a typical food

vessel at all, but a good illustration of the strong Secondary
Neolithic element in the later population.^
These are of course merely indications, but taken together I think

they do much to reveal the existence of a widespread Secondary
Neolithic population in West Surrey, particularly as I have not

attempted, in the scope of these notes, an exhaustive survey of all

the local material.

V. Miscellaneous Surface Sites

I append to these notes, for convenience, a brief list of unpubHshed
surface sites known to me; many of them would repay continuous

observation, and there are no doubt many more to find.

Albury. Field on path to Blackheath (048472). Scrapers, cores,

flakes, blades.

Chipstead. N. slopes of valley, opposite Stagbury (270577).

Flakes, a borer.

1 Proc. Prehist. Soc, V, 1939, 111.
-

Sy. A. Soc. Research Paper No. 3.
*

Sy. A. Soc. Research Paper No. 3; cf. Fig. 10, 2 and 4.
*

E.g., Neolithic B ware from Grimes Graves, rusticated ware from Findon,
the implications of the trade in Graig Lwyd and Stake Pass axes, etc.

^
Sy.A.S. Farnham Volume, 1939, 161 (Plate XIII, 2) (at Castle Arch).

Kindly brought to my notice by Mr. Lowther.
* See Piggott, loc. cit., p. 274, for discussion of food vessels in relation to the

Secondary Neolithic.
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East Clandon. High Clandon House (065520). Flake.

Fetcham. Churchyard (149556). Flake.

Guildford. (1) Path from Pewley Down to Tyting (013487).
Flakes, scrapers.

(2) Boxgrove Road (013506). Flake.

Wonersh. (1) Blackheath (037460). Scraper.

(2) Mr. Lowther has a collection formed over many years by
Miss F. Marsh, from Blackheath, which includes two picks, cores,

scrapers, fabricators, flakes, blades, etc., and a Mesolithic double
backed point.

(3) Woodhill, on path from Farley Heath to Shamley Green

(044442). Blades.

West Horsley. In March, 1950, Mr. Dennis Pearce found on the

surface of a field at Nob Wood Farm (084506) a large flint pick

(Fig. 6). This is of the Thames variety, but is remarkable for its

large size (8-1 inches (20-3 cm.) long, 2 inches (5 cm.) wide, 22 inches

(5*5 cm.) thick). It is of grey flint patinated opaque white, with
"rust" stains along most aretes and on some of the flake-surfaces.

The section is trapezoidal; the working end is rounded, and flaked

to a good edge, which is produced by two broad flakes (not trans-

verse), 1-7 inches and 1-5 inches by 0-8 inch. Some flakes on the.

body of the pick are 2-2^ inches across. A strip of cortex 6 inches

long is left on the upper face. The butt is squared off. There are no
definite signs of use, but it is possible that the present edge has been

resharpened. The nearest accessible parallel is in Kendrick and

Hawkes,^ but many of those figured in the Sy.A.S. Farnham
volume are not unlike {e.g., Fig. 43, 1). The type had a long time-

range, for a very similar pick was found at Easton Down flint mine,
which may be of Beaker age.^

Mr. Pearce also found in the same field a rolled hand-axe remi-

niscent of Acheulian II. (Both at Castle Arch.)

VI

The material from East and West Horsley, together with Cdr.

Todd's notes, photographs and excavation journal, were generously

given to the Society by his executors. The remainder, except where

stated, is in my possession. A preliminary note on the East Horsley
site appeared in Sy.A.C. Vol. LI. 1949, 142.

The plans and sections (Figs. 1, 2 and 4) were re-drawn from Cdr.

Todd's sketches, the pottery (Fig. 3) was drawn by Mr. Lowther,
and the flints (Figs. 5 and 6) by Mrs. M. C. Wood. The photographs
are by J. T. May of Guildford. Plates I, III and IV have already ap-

peared in the Surrey County Journal, and are reproduced by kind

permission.

^
ArchcBology in England and Wales, 1932, 51 (Fig. 21).

2 Stone in W.A.M.. 45, 1931. 354. and Fig. 3.
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