REPORT OF THE COUNCIL

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1951

The Council of the SURREY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY has much
pleasure in presenting its 97th ANNUAL REPORT, with the ACCOUNTS
FOR THE YEAR 1951

EpitoriaL.—It is with regret that the resignation of Mr. W. I,
Rankine, F.S.A.Scot., as Hon. Editor was received by the Council
last May. He had been a very valued Hon. Editor since 1950 and
had produced Volumes L and LI of the Collections.

The Council are pleased to record the election of Dr. R. Offor,
B.A., as Hon. Editor in his place. Dr. Offor is a Fellow of University
College, London, and was for some years Librarian to the University
of Leeds, of which he is now Librarian Emeritus. He was President
of the Thoresby Society. His present official position is that of
Library Adviser to the Inter University Council for Higher Edu-
cation in the Colonies, which is necessitating journeys overseas.

No new publication was issued to Members during 1951.

Dr. Offor hopes to publish Volume LII of the Society’s Collections
this year.

Members are reminded that copics of the Research Papers may
still be obtained from Castle Arch, price 2s. 6d. plus 3d. postage,
or to non-members 5s., plus postage 3d.

Research Paper No. 1. “A Study of the Patterns on Roman
Flue-Tiles and their Distribution.” By A. W. G. Lowther, I'.S.A.

Research Paper No. 2. ““A Mesolithic Survey of the West Surrey
Greensand.” By W. F. Rankine, F.S.A.Scot.

Research Paper No. 3. “Preliminary Excavations of a Mesolithic
Site at Abinger Common, Surrcy.” By L. S. N. Leakey, M.A.,
Ph.D., D.Sc., F.S.A.

The Ccuncil still holds a large stock of the Society’s publications,

obtainable from the Assistant Sccretary, Castle Arch, Guildford.

Locar History.—Further Corresponding Members have been
appointed to the Local History Committee, which is now linked in
this way with the newly formed Surrey Council of Social Service and
with twelve other county bodies. Informal contacts have also been
maintained, especially with Surrey delegates to the Third Annual
Meecting of the Standing Conference for Local History held on
December 3, at which the Committee was represented by Messrs.
T. E. C. Walker and J. H. Harvey.

The compilation of records for the Surrey branch of the Local
History Recording Scheme has been undertaken by members of the
Committce, but it has not yet been possible to launch the scheme
generally owing to delays in publication of the explanatory Notes.
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The Surrey County Council has now published the greatly
enlarged Fourth Edition of its List of Antiguities in the Admini-
strative County; proofs were read by the Committee on behalf of
the Society, and various suggestions made. Another publication of
the year is the outstanding parish history: The Free Men of Charl-
wood, by our members Mrs. Lane and Mrs. Sewill: promotion of
the research for and compilation of this book was among the first
works of the Committee after its inception.

The Committee assisted in connection with the Festival of Britain
Exhibition held by the Royal Borough of Kingston from July
I8 to 25, and has also given assistance or advice in connection
with research in the parishes of Ashtead, Chelsham, Chessington,
Chiddingfold, Fetcham, Merton, Morden, Newington, Reigate,
Sanderstead and Walton-on-Thames.

Visits AND LECTURES, 1951.—The following were held during
the year:

March 13. Petersham Old Church. Sudbrook Park. Ham House.
Tea at Zeeta Restaurant, Richmond. Organizer: Mr. H. Everard.
80 Members applied for tickets.

April 14. East Clandon Church. Hatchlands Park, by permission
of Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel. West Horsley Church. West
Horsley Place, by permission of the Dowager Marchioness of
Crewe. East Horsley for tea at Thatcher’s and the Duke of
Wellington Hotel. Cloisters and Chapel of Horsley Towers.
Organizers: Dr. Billinghurst, Miss Sumner and Mr. W. Carter.
Talks on West Horsley Church and Place by Major H. A. V. Spencer.
152 Members applied for tickets.

May 15. Elstead Church. Thursley Church. Frensham Church.
Lecturers: Captain Tulloh at Elstead, The Rector at Thursley, and
Canon Crum at Frensham. Organizer: Major Patrick. 118 Members
applied for tickets.

June 16. Winchester College. Winchester Cathedral. Buildings
in the Close. The Pilgrim School. Lecturers: Mr. J. H. Harvey,
F.S.A., Archivist Winchester College; Mr. W. J. Carpenter Turner,
A.R.I.B.A. Organizer: Mr. G. E. Chandler. 120 Members applied
for tickets.

July 16. Send Church. Send Grove House, by permission of
Her Grace, Loelia Duchess of Westminster, who received the
Members and showed them the house. Sutton Place—here the
Members were received by the President of the Society, His Grace
The Duke of Sutherland, P.C., K.T. Tea at The Cedar House,
Ripley. Organizers: Dr. Billinghurst and Miss Sumner. 120
Members applied for tickets.

Awugust 11. Merstham Church. Quality Street, Merstham.
Gatton House, Town Hall and Church. Lecturers: The Rev. J. W.
Poole, M.A.; Mr. A. Buckland Kent. Organizers: Major A. Talbot
Smith and Mr. A. Buckland Kent. 80 Members applied for tickets.
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September 11. Abinger Church. A Norman Motte and Meso-
lithic Site at Abinger Manor, by kind permission of Major Beddington
Behrens, M.C., Ph.D. Lecturer: Mr. Brian Hope Taylor, F.S.A.
Newdigate Church. Temple Elfold, by kind permission of the
owners, Mr. and Mrs. Francis Wilding. Lyne House. Here tea was
most hospitably provided by Captain E. H. T. Broadwood, M.C.,
C.C., J.P. Organizer: Lieut.-Col. J. G. Wainwright. 140 Members
applied for tickets.

October 13. Reigate. Parish Church. “The Barons House,” by
kind permission of the owner, Mr. Northover. Castle Grounds.
Caves. Moat. Old Houses in Slipshoe Street and West Street.
Reigate Priory. Lecturers: Mr. Ernest Scears; Mr. R. S. Simms,
M.A. Organizer: Mr. A. Buckland Kent. 115 Members applied for
tickets.

November 13. Kingston-upon-Thames. Lectures: “The Pil-
grims’ Way,” by The Rev. Handley Lillie, S.J.; ‘“The Abinger
Motte and Mottes in general,” by Brian Hope Taylor, F.S.A.
Both lectures illustrated by slides. Organizer: Mr. I'. Manning.
65 Members applied for tickets.

December 15. The Bull Hotel, Leatherhead. ILecture on “A
Leatherhead Worthy—Edmund Tylney, Master of the Revels to
Queen Elizabeth.” Lecturer: Mr. IF. B. Benger, M.B.E. Organizer:
Mr. A. T. Ruby, Hon. Secretary of the Leatherhead and District
Local History Society. 20 Members applied for tickets.

Excavartions.—Little Bookham Church. Under Mr. Ruby’s
supervision, and at the request of the Rector, the Rev. A. L. Drink-
water, some trenches were dug on the southern side of the Church
in order, if possible, to find some trace of the original Norman
South Aisle. Some trace of the foundation of this wall, and much
material belonging to the original South Aisle, was discovered, but
the digging of graves in this area had displaced most of the found-
ation of the South wall. Some 13th- and l4th-century pottery
was found during the work.

Final Work at “The Mounts,” Leatherhead. Again with assis-
tance from members both of this Society and of the Leatherhead and
District Local History Society, a final week’s excavations were carried
out at this site, under the direction of Mr. A. T. Ruby, M.B.E. The
object of this work was to explore the old highway which once gave
access to the site and to learn something about its eastward exten-
sion, beyond the point at which it was examined in the previous
year. The work, in spite of its limited extent and short duration,
was entirely successful and much was learnt as regards the road’s
construction from the two sections which were dug. Finds, small
in number and importance, include part of the upper fastening or
attachment of an early medicval purse probably of 14th century
date. (It is of bronze with traces of original gilding.)
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Medieval Kiln, Vicar's Haw, Limpsfield. The excavation of this
site was resumed in the spring of 1951, under the direction of
Mr. Hope Taylor. The main object of the work, namely the location
and thorough investigation of the kiln itself, was achieved. The
kiln was broadly elliptical in plan, one side bounded by a large
stone-faced buttress of uncertain function. This had a core of
rubble, containing fragments of the earliest pottery found on the
site, the great mass of the material being dated to the mid-13th
century. A splendid pottery series, comprising jugs, cooking-pots,
pie-dishes, skillets, pipkins and large bowls, brings the enormous
bulk of material from the medieval kiln-sites from the Limpsfield
district to the point at which it can be, and should be, published.
These sites are of more than merely local significance. A novel, and
important, feature of the Vicar’s Haw site was the potter’s work-
shop beside the kiln.

Further Celtic Field Aveas in Surrey. Celtic fields have been
found on Box Hill, White Hill (Caterham), Coulsdon Golf Course
and Riddlesdown (Purley), by Mr. Hope Taylor. Air-reconnaissance
has been arranged, and, when this and ground surveys have been
completed, publication will take the form of a supplement to
“Celtic Agriculture in Surrey”’ (Sy.A.C., Vol. 50) in a future volume.
The White Hill fields appear to be in association with a contem-
poraneous farmstead and road.

Abinger Motte Excavations. The full report on this work has now
been published in the Journal of the Royal Archaological Institute
(Vol. CVII).

Abinger Hammer. Major E. Beddington Behrens, M.C., having
shown great public spirit in the investigation and preservation of
the Mesolithic dwelling-pit and the Norman motte at Abinger, has
placed us further in his debt by erecting a small museum over the
site of the former monument. This is to house the important series
of “finds” from the excavations. Mural panels, designed and
executed by Brian Hope Taylor, F.S.A., set the exhibits in an
informative context. The date when the Museum will be opened
to the public is to be announced shortly.

The Chairman and Members of the Visits Committee would like
to record their gratitude to the owners of houses, incumbents of
parishes and lecturers for their assistance in making these Visits
such a success during 1951.

The Council desires to record its sense of the good services given
to the Society by its Honorary Officers, the many excavators,
research workers, the leaders and lecturers at visits and, indeed,
all who have contributed to its work.

LiBrary.—Copies of the Rules for the Government of the
Library have been brought up to date and circulated to all members.

GIFTS TO THE LIBRARY DURING THE YEAR,

Winchester. A Sketch Book by Gordon Home 1916. Given by
J. Wilson Haffenden.
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38 Numbers of Antiquity. Given by Miss F. Marsh. 1927-37.

Antiquity. 82 numbers. Given by Mrs. J. H. Gibson. 1928,
1934, 1951.

Miscellaneous Historical and Archeaological Notes compiled by
the late Dr. J. H. Gibson and given by Mrs. J. H. Gibson.

22 parts History of Surrey by Edward Brayley and John
Britton (1850). Given by Mrs. Culme Seymour of Edinburgh.

13 numbers of Antiquity. Given by Mr. C. E. Sexton. 1928-31.

Notes on the History of Worplesdon. Compiled by Miss E.
Thompson, Mrs. Tovey and Miss Maclean. Given by Miss
Maclean of Worplesdon. 1951.

Guide to the Antiquities of Roman Britain. Published by the
British Museum. 1951. Purchased by the Society.

Man the Tool-Maker, by K. P. Oakley. Published by the British
Museum. 1951. Purchased by the Society.

The Godstone Martyrs. Published 1854. Given by Mrs.
Steventon.

The Freemen of Charlwood. Lane and Sewill. 1951. Given by
Dr. Billinghurst.

In addition to the above gifts received, current volumes from
Societies in Union have been received and added to the Library
shelves. Archeological News Letter is received each month. The
Journal of Roman Studies was received. This will now be discon-
tinued owing to the death of Mr. J. Milne, who supplied the copies.

GIFTS TO THE SOCIETY.

Roman Coin of Constantine the Great aA.pn. 305-337. Given by
Mr. P. Thorburn.

Painting of The Elms House, Mitcham, from the South-east.
By I. D’Aquilar. 1834. Given by Mr. A. B. Willson of Hove.

Parish Registers of the Church of All Saints, Ockham. 1568-1812.
Transcribed by Mr. R. N. Bloxham and presented by him.

Collection of Ordnance maps showing the “Pilgrims’ Way”
through Surrey, belonging to the late Mr. Edwin Hart, F.S.A., a
Vice-President of the Society, and presented by his son, Mr. T. O.
Hart, of Epsom.

Two Portfolios for his Collection of Surrcy Maps given to the
Society by the late Dr. Eric Gardner, F.S.A.

LiBRARY, MUSEUM AND ARTS COMMITTEE OF THE GUILDFORD
BoroucH CounciL.—The Society’s representative on this Committee
continued to be Mr. Bernard Rackham, C.B., F.\S.A. On the
Museum Sub-Committee, Mr. Rackham and Dr. W. B. Billinghurst;
Miss Sumner and Sir Ralph Oakden were empowered to act as
substitutes if one or both were unable to attend.
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CounciL.—The following members retire under Rule IV and
are ineligible for re-election for one year: Miss E. M. Dance,
Mr. Bernard Rackham, Mr. Herbert Pointer, Mr. J. H. Harvey,
Major A. Talbot Smith, Mr. H. V. H. Everard. There are six
vacancies to be filled and the following are the names nominated:

Miss Olive Heath

Mr. C. S. Willis, F.S.A.
Mr. S. S. Frere, F.S.A.
Mr. E. L. Sellick

Dr. W. H. C. Frend
Miss Hilda Hooper,
Mrs. Grenside

Mr. E. S. Wood

Miss Joan Cooper, J.P.

Vice-PrRESIDENT: Colonel The Earl of Onslow, M.C., T.D., D.L.,
was elected a Vice-President of the Society at the Annual Meeting
held in May.

Hon. TREASURER: Mr. Gordon Heynes, Chartered Accountant,
was elected as Hon. Treasurer to the Society at the Annual Meeting -
in May. He took up his duties in June, 1951.

HoN. LecaL ApvisEr: Mr. S. E. D. Fortescue was elected Hon.
Legal Adviser to the Society in May.

DeaTtHs.—The Council announce with great regret the death of
Dr. Eric Gardner, F.S.A., a Vice-President of the Society, on
November 14, 1951, and Mr. L. R. Stevens, F.S.A., F.C.A., Hon.
Treasurer of the Society, on March 12, 1951.

Other members of the Society died during 1951: Miss M. Butler,
Mr. G. W. Cheeseman, Mr. E. T. Fulk, Dr. J. H. Gibson, the Rev.
T. F. Griffith, Mr. Cecil Gwyn, Mr. J. G. Milne, Mr. A. H. W. Moore,
F.S.A., Mr. A. A. Scott, Mr. R. B. Scott, Mr. G. H. Smith, Miss
K. C. Stevens, Mr. T. Gatton Swayne.

FiNnaNCE.—Our Annual Report for 1949 drew attention to the
gap between our expenditure and income, and the Honorary
Treasurer at that time was very concerned at the trend of events
but had hoped that with a voluntary increase in subscriptions some
improvement would result in the following year or so. Unfortunately,
the adverse balance continued and the Council having discussed
the matter in considerable detail, felt it their duty to call a Special
Meeting of the Society to recommend an increase in the annual
subscription. The Council regretted the necessity for this move,
but drew attention to the fact that this was the first increase in
the fixed subscription for a great number of years. It is hoped that
for the present at least we shall be able to balance our revenue
against our commitments, but in today’s uncertain financial con-
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ditions this matter is bound to cause the Society some concern for
a year to two to come.

As the system of Accounts set out on page 116 has been varied
from that adopted by the Society formerly, it is not easy for
Members to compare the figures with past years, but it will be noted
that the Society’s Investments have been reduced by about £550
from £2,772 to £2,215. The sale of these securities became necessary
to wipe out the bank overdraft of £778 existing on January 1, 1951.

The 1952 year commences with net liquid assets of £48 16s. and
assuming the income from subscriptions, etc., is normal and the
cost of publishing Volume LII is approximately the same as the
last volume, there will be an estimated deficit of over £200 at the
end of the year.

It will thus be seen that if the Society is to pay it way and avoid
further depletion of the Investments and publish a volume annually,
which the Council is anxious to do, the income must be increased
by at least £200 per annum. It is interesting to note that the cost
of printing Volume XL in 1940 was £230 and Volume LI in 1950
was £682; this one item explains the need for additional income.

MEMBERSHIP.—December, 1951 : 850.
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R. L. ATKINSON, O.B.E., M.C.,, M.A,, F.SA.
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W. C. BERWICK SAYERS, F.LA.
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Council:

Retive 1952 R. H. G. LEVESON-GOWER
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BERNARD RACKHAM, C.B., FS.A.
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COMMITTEES

General Purposes Committee:

W. C. BErwIcK SavERs, F.L.A.; E. L. SELLicK; BERNARD RackHam, C.B.,
F.S.A.; W. J. PICKERING; A. W. G. LowTHER, F.S.A.; S. E. D. FORTESCUE.

Local History Commiltee:

A. W. G. LowTtHER, F.S.A.; J. H. Harvey, F.S.A.; Lt.-Col. J. G. WaIn-
wRIGHT; T. E. C. WALKER.
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F.S.A.; S. S. Frerg, F.S.A.; E. S. Woop, B.A.
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Honorary Local Secvetaries:
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Aldershot.—MRs. Gisox, J.P., The White House, Lansdowne Road,
Aldershot.

Ashtead.—A. W. G, Lowtnegr, F.5.A,, A.R.L.B.A., The Old Quarry, Ashtead.

Bagshot and Chobham.—G. C. B. PouLtERr, F.S.A.Scot., F.R.S A L., Colling-
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Dorking.—E. L. SELLICK, Southmead, Westcott Road, Dorking.
Ewell—CroupesLEY S. WirLis, 9 High Strect, Ewell.

Farnham.—W. F. RaANKINE, F.S.A.Scot., Great Austins House, Farnham.
Godalming.—DRr. J. F. Nicuotrs, F.S.A., 15 Minster Road, Godalming.
Godstone.—DMiss K. M. KExyon, .S A., Kirkstead, Godstone.
Gomshall—A. E. P. Corrins, Wayside, Wonham Way, Gomshall.
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Ashtead.

Merstham.—A. B. KENT, 28 Fengates Road, Redhill.
Mitcham.—Miss H. CLARKE, 18a Upper Green East, Mitcham.
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should not be returned to the shelves, but left on the centre table -
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was removed.

7. Persons who are not Members may for special reasons be
allowed to borrow books at the discretion of the Librarian.

8. Folios, and other such works as the Committee may determine,
including Victoria County History of Surrey, Brayley’s History of
Surrey, Aubrey’s History of Surrey, Surrey Place Names, Surrey
Archzological Collections and any MSS. whatsoever, shall not be
removed from the Library without the special permission of the
Committee. Certain copies of Surrey Archaological Collections
may be borrowed on application to the Librarian.

9. Members wishing to borrow books by post should apply direct
to the Librarian, the Surrey Archaological Society Library, Castle
Arch, Guildiord, and are required to refund any postage.
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AMENDMENTS TO RULES

At the close of the Annual Meeting held on May 19, 1951, a
Special General Meeting was held to approve the alteration in the
following Rule of the Society, in accordance with Rule XXIT.

“Rule VIII. All payments shall be made to the Treasurer, to
the account of the Society, at such Banking House as the Society
may direct; and every cheque shall be signed by the Treasurer
or some other person or persons authorised by the Council.”

At the Annual Meeting held on May 24, 1952, a Special Meeting
was held and the alteration in the following Rule of the Society was
approved, in accordance to Rule XXII.

Resolved that Rule VI be amended to read:

“Each member elected on or after the Ist day of January, 1952,
shall pay an Entrance Fee of 10s. 6d. and an annual subscription
of One Guinea (£1 1s. 0d.) or £20 in lieu thereof, as a composition
for life. Those persons who were members prior to that date shall
pay an annual subscription of One Guinea (£1 1s. 0d.) or £15 in
lieu thereof, as a composition for life. Societies and Institutions
shall not be entitled to pay a composition. From January, 1953,
relatives of a member residing at his or her address may be
elected without entrance fee, and will pay an annual subscription
of ten shillings and sixpence (10s. 6d.) and be entitled to all
privileges of membership, except that they shall not receive the
Society’s publications. The Council may remit the entrance fee
of any member who is under the age of 21 years at the time of his
(or her) nomination and may reduce his (or her) annual sub-
scription to 10s. 6d. while under that age. Any member intending
to resign must signify this intention in writing before January 1
of any year, or will be liable to pay the subscription for the en-
suing ycar.”
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