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THE kindness of our Hon. Editor allows me this early oppor-

tunity of correcting a shocking mistake which mars the

opening section of Volume 55 of the Collections. The soil-mark

and other indications there described as a new discovery of the

course of Stane Street prove in the end to be nothing more than the

filled-in trace of a wartime anti-tank ditch! It was not many days
after publication before protests from Members who know the

locality began to reach me, including information from the farmer at

Bradley Farm, and it became clear beyond doubt that this was the

true explanation.

My humblest apologies are due to the Society, to the Ordnance
Survey, and to Mr. Birch (who quite innocently brought the mark to

my notice and is thus robbed of what promised to be an interesting

discovery), for so seriously misleading them. Those particularly

concerned were, of course, immediately informed of the true position.

Mistakes may be of some use if valuable lessons can be learned

from them, and that may well be so here. The need for constant

suspicion against hidden wartime disturbances is obvious. It is

somewhat alarming to find that the Ordnance Survey, which might
be expected to have access to official information in such matters,

was apparently just as ignorant as myself in this instance. Other
such cases are only too likely to occur elsewhere, and I feel certain

that this unfortunate affair will be a useful warning to their

Archaeology Branch.
The refilling of the ditch must have been done with considerable

care, for, though enough stony material was left on the surface to

cause the soil-mark, the crop (wheat) has grown most uniformly over
it. In the grassland the parched mark noted last year (but not in

this wet summer of 1958) was evidently due to the thinner top-soil

overlying the remains of the upcast bank from the big ditch. Weed
growth marks the site of this ditch, on the north side of the bank,
and what was taken to be the ditch on the south side is merely the
slight hollow between the rising ground on that side and the upcast.

The whole thing looks so faint in its outlines, due to the completeness
of the infilling, as to simulate exactly what one might expect to see

of a buried Roman road. Another aspect of the replacement which is

remarkable in its completeness is the course of the public footpath
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from Chalkpit Lane and its accompanying iron railing. The footpath

runs on a little terrace between the grassland and arable, which has

been so perfectly restored and consolidated as not to leave the least

suspicion that a large earthwork had ever crossed it. Nor does the

fencing, of an antique pattern not readily replaceable, look in any

way disturbed, save that in one panel the lower rails have been

replaced with wire rope, hardly a point that would normally attract

archaeological notice.

These details are given here not by way of excuse but to emphasize

for the benefit of students and others the misleading indications

which such filled-in modern disturbances may sometimes give. This

case will always stand as a text-book example and as such is quite

worth a visit of inspection, for it is very easy to reach and to observe

from the footpath. The map given in Volume 55 will at least be of

use as a record of the course of the anti-tank ditch in this sector.

The most probable course of Stane Street here thus remains along

the direct fine shown by S. E. Winbolt.




