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SUDTONE, a small manor in the hundred of Wallington, was
conveyed to the Abbot of Chertsey by Frithwald, a sub-king,

in a.d. 675. The Abbey held the manor until 1538, when it

passed to the Crown ; it must have been one of the earliest sources of

revenue to the Abbey, founded in 666. In the Domesday Book
details of Sudtone suggest a population of about 100-150; the tax
yield was ten hogs. The Abbot pastured large flocks of sheep on
Sutton and Banstead Downs. Historians have been at a loss to

locate the site of a second church in Sutton, also that of Thunderfield
and the Little Manor. These mysteries have been cleared up. The
second church (vide the Domesday Book) was a chantry at Whatting-
don (there are several spellings), a sub-manor of Coulsdon, 4 miles

distant. The Chantry is mentioned in a valuation of Sutton in

1547 "in landes by yere yjd." Richard Elyot, Rector of Sutton in

1543, left 26s. 8d. for "a priest to sing for one year," implying the
existence of a chantry. It fell into lay hands at the Reformation
and was destroyed by fire in 1780.

Early charters show that from pre-conquest times Sutton
had a holding at Thunderfield near Horley, where the remains of an
old castle still exist. The manors of Coulsdon, Horley and Sutton
were all held by the Abbot of Chertsey.

The Little Manor, it is now clear, was on the western boundary of

Sutton, an area bounded by Gander Green, Clensham, Balaam and
Robinhood Lanes. In the reign of King John it was held by Gilbert

Bassett, whose name persists in Bassett Lane, Bassettland and Little

Bassett. The area is still largely open land.

During many long years the village slumbered on in the valley

between Benhilton and The Cock hills, whilst the High Road
forming its N.W. boundary, part of the Stane Street, was alive with
traffic of the greatest importance. Henry VIII, circa 1538-40, took
3,050 tons of stones from the despoiled Merton Abbey to build
Nonsuch Palace: they were carted along Sutton's boundary at a
cost of twopence per mile. In 1643 Royalist troops passed this way
in retreat, and three of their soldiers are buried in Cheam churchyard.
Epsom became a Spa about 1620 1 and Society flocked along our

boundary to drink the saline waters. In 1831 Ewell Fair had 30,000
Downs sheep on sale; large flocks would travel our way to London
markets. Finally, in September 1934, at an hotel on this boundary

1 Sy.A.C. LVII, p. 39.
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the Lord Mayor of London handed to Sir Sidney Marshall the

charter of incorporation of the borough of Sutton and Cheam.
Compared with the north-west High Road (Stone Cot Hill) the two

main roads through Sutton, Carshalton-Cheam, Mitcham-Banstead,
were poor, long inclines terminating in a saucer at each end of the

village producing swamps, that at the southern approach being

named "foul slough." Totland and Cobbett were particularly hard
on "Sutton's mud."

The Manor House of Sutton (pi. Va), demolished in 1896, stood

in the centre of the village. The Earl of Portland (whose family

name was Weston) became lord of the manor in 1663. A branch of

the family was already in residence, for the Parish Register records

the death of Thomas Weston in 1645, while their last appearance is

the death of a daughter in 1778. The Westons were great builders

and it is probable they built the stone Manor House. Giant cedars

with chained branches, ancient mulberry and tulip trees, suggest a
mid-seventeenth century date. The chimneys of the oldest part were
of Tudor type. Originally the demesne was enclosed by a tree-lined

bank, but George Orme surrounded the residential area by a high

brick wall in 1865 when small cottages nearby threatened privacy.

Three of the occupants of the Manor House left memorials in the

parish churches. Lucy Manners (1829) bequeathed the interest on

£700 to the education of poor children. The coat-of-arms and a

memorial tablet to Frances Gosling, banker (1856), are in St.

Nicholas Church, and St. Barnabas has a memorial window to George
Orme, Gin Distiller, the last owner of the Manor House. The estate

of 13| acres was sold for £13,000 and broken up into building plots

in 1896. During Mr. Orme's tenancy there were large conservatories

for growing grapes, oranges, pineapples, peaches, melons, etc.

Sutton Court, contemporary with the Manor House, stood in

Carshalton Road close to the main crossroads. In 1632 John Evelyn
visited his sister, Lady d'Arcy, "living at Sutton," no doubt at

Sutton Court. Part of the garden wall of the estate remains, built

of flints and chalk blocks: it is typically sixteenth-century. Martin-

dale, the owner of a stud of famous horses, occupied the house from
1756 to 1790; Vice Admiral Sir Richard King was there in 1840,

followed by John Ruck, who built Manor Park House, now used as

the Sutton Library. Sutton Court was demolished about 1900.

The Cedars estate: Its history is unknown, but the remains of

cedars of Lebanon, now in the Railway Goods Yard, date the exten-

sive estate to the seventeenth century. The Annand family owned it

in 1836; their family vault is in the Parish Church. The name
occurs as the owner of Greenshaw Farm of 92 acres and Benhill

Woods, and as a church officer.

A Sutton Court referred to in the Chertsey Abbey cartulary in

1334 became Court Lodge later; it was a small estate adjacent to

the Parish Church, the site of one of the padlocked gates in the

toll-gate period.

Oldfields farm, on the northern boundary of the manor adjacent
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to the common field, was probably the earliest farm; it appears in

the survey of 1496 as "Eldeseldes" associated with a small enclosure,

"Kedeston." Rose Hill House stood on this site for many years;

Rose Hill was Fern Hill in 1496.

Hallmeadfarm: William Lane in 1496 occupied the water meadows
along the Pylbrook stream; it had orchards called "Pearcrofts."

Hogs were not allowed nearer the village than "the gate of Hall-

mead." They wore a yoke of wood.

INDUSTRY
Sheep farming was undoubtedly the earliest industry in Sutton.

The Court Leet stated the "ancient custom" of two sheep to the

acre. There is no record of a sheep-market in the manor, so the

animals would have to go to Ewell, 3 miles distant. Oak woods to

the north-east of the manor yielded pannage for swine, the tax yield

in Domesday being recorded as ten hogs.

Chalk for wall-building, lime-burning and manure was provided

by five large pits, four in the village and one on the southern

boundary. "Merlyngpite" is mentioned in 1496; it is now the

headquarters of the District Water Company. "Parsonsput,"

elsewhere the parish pit, is referred to in 1736; it appears to have
supplied free chalk for dwellers on clay.

Peppermint and lavender were grown on the chalk soils. There
were two distilleries, served by two of the oldest lanes in the village.

A mill rented at £6 per annum is mentioned in 1532 and again in

1782, when a malt house is coupled with it. Four brickfields were
working to full capacity in the mid-eighteenth century, when
development created a big demand.

The awakening of the manor to a larger life came early in the

seventeenth century when Banstead Downs, its southern boundary,
became a sports arena for London aristocracy. The sheep-cropped
Downs turf and dry chalky subsoil adapted itself admirably to

sporting pursuits; vast crowds assembled for foot and horse races,

prize fights, wrestling, hawking and hunting. Sutton was the nearest

place providing refreshments for animals and man; there was no
water on the Downs. Royal horses were stabled at Belmont, where
also a range of training stables existed. Nonsuch Palace in the near
proximity supplied its quota of royal visitors, and the Royal Hare
Warren on the Downs was visited by at least four kings.

In 1625 a four-mile racecourse existed, where the Banstead Downs
Plate of £20 value was run on 24 August of that year. A notable

footrace was run in 1663, and a famous prize-fight is recorded in

1669. Vast crowds came to the races in 1679, twelve horses were
thrown, and the Duke of Monmouth narrowly escaped injury. In

1683 the King and the Duke of York were in attendance.

The Cock at Sutton crossroads was the earliest inn. A "random"
chalk wall of the old stables, uncovered as a result of bomb damage,



PLATE V

(a) The Manor House, Sutton, c. 1645-1896 (p. 70).

(b) Sutton Railway Station Building, 1845 (p. 72).
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suggested a sixteenth-century origin. It was composed of chalk

lumps simply wedged together, 18 feet high and capped with flints;

there were no tooled chalk blocks as used from 1540 onwards.

The Greyhound Inn was mentioned in a ballad of 1700; like the

Cock it had a sign spanning the main road, and like the Cock again

it was rebuilt; both inns were demolished in 1960.

A third inn, The Red Lion, came later. There is an entry in the

Parish Register, 1799, "John Chart dropt down dead" at the Red
Lion. It was not a stage-coach inn.

These inns were the only licensed premises in Sutton in 1801.

THE PERIOD OF THE STAGE COACHES
George IV was only 20 years old when he first visited Brighton

in 1782; Dr. Richard Russell boosted Brighthelmstone as a health

resort in 1750. The favour of the King after his accession in 1820

raised Brighton to eminence. At one time seventeen coaches were
leaving London for the coast daily, and in 1823 the Sutton route was
shortened by a tunnel beneath Reigate Castle. The coaches, leaving

London at 7 a.m., took breakfast at the Cock, Sutton, at 9 a.m.

whilst the coach changed horses. George IV was a frequent visitor;

at one time the china tea service used by the King could be seen

at the Inn. William IV is also recorded as a visitor. On 5 February
1812 a robbery of three or four thousand pounds in bank notes from
a Blue Coach took place between Sutton and Reigate. It remained
an unsolved mystery. Coach traffic brought wealth and population

to the manor. Corn merchants, harness makers, farriers, sadlers,

ostlers, stablemen and coachmen now appear in numbers in the

Parish Register. In 1816 a spur road from Redhill cut out Reigate,

reducing the number of coaches using the Sutton route.

The enclosure of the Sutton Commons c. 1810-12 provided building

sites, and large estates came upon the scene at the northern end of

the village. Here the water supply was good, the roads hard, and
Wimbledon not far away soon had the railway.

The London, Brighton and South Coast Railway reached Sutton

from London, via Croydon, in 1845; its coming was a financial

windfall for the village. The Vestry fixed its rental at £700 a mile;

its rateable value was subject to a reduction of 25 per cent, of the

rental. The station (pi. Vb), south of the village, is on chalk, but the

need of very deep wells to reach water prevented much development,

though a few large houses and estates were created. Gas became
available from 1856 and water mains from 1863. The lord of the

manor, Mr. Alcock, was selling large plots of land for building at

this time, so that new roads and houses multiplied rapidly. Sutton

New Town, east of the main road, came into being, consisting mainly

of cottages and small villas. They were a great improvement on
cottages run up a few years earlier, principally in the village centre

;

these were small places, in terraces, with front door opening on to

the pavement, and only a small yard at the rear; in fact one colony
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was known as the Rookery for years. Between 1861 and 1891 the

population of Sutton rose from 3,186 to 13,997.

In 1852 a large orphanage (the South Metropolitan District

Schools) came to Sutton on a site near its southern boundary. The
early stages of construction were disastrous, and owing to long

delays it became known as the "Linger School"; soon after com-

pletion a devastating fire destroyed about a third of the building,

which was for boys only. A few years later six blocks were erected

a short distance away to take girls. The average number of children

in residence was 1,400-1,500. Both buildings are now used as

hospitals. The schools had a noted band and trained many military

bandmasters.
A sewage disposal plant was installed in 1890 and from that

date growth was rapid. Soon the outskirts joined Carshalton on

the east, Cheam on the west and Morden on the north-west.

Demolition is the main feature today. The large century-old

houses and gardens give place to blocks of flats and maisonettes;

the two coaching inns, Cock and Greyhound, have both disappeared.

The Borough of Sutton and Cheam was created in September 1934.

SUTTON UNDER THE ABBOT OF CHERTSEY
An edition of the cartulary of Chertsey Abbey published by

the Surrey Record Society contains many references, dating from

1339, to tenants in Sutton and the terms of their tenure. Examples
have been chosen to show as far as possible the ancient customs and
degrees of bondage. The first entry is in 1339 when "John Edward
claims to hold various tenements in Sutton and produces a charter."

In the same year is entered the "death of Adam Whyteby who
holds a messuage and one virgate of serf-land on whose death heriot

is a bull worth ten shillings."

In 1340 there is the "admission of Richard atte Brugge and
Johanna his wife to a cottage and one acre, fine 2s., increased rent

one penny." In the same year occurred "the death of Thomas
Codynton whose heriot is a bull value 12s., order to distrain nephew
Simon for next Court." The Codyngtons (there are various spellings)

held the Little Manor; they often appear in the Court Roll. Sir

Simon de Codyngton about 1362 had a distress against him "for

making default in his suit of court fealty." After 1407 there is

Ralph Codyngton, whose "goods and chattels were ordered to be
distrained for his reasonable relief of 21s. 6d. and two ploughshares

of the value of 2s."

There is an important revelation of a custom of the period in

1342 recording "the death of Peter Vyel who held a messuage and
virgate of serf-land, heriot young ox value 7s. Johanna, widow,
is pregnant and pays 6s. 8d. fine for wardship of unborn heir till

16 years of age. If Johanna should die in childbirth wardship to her

father John Colsweyn for two years."

The existence of serfs tied to the land is recorded in 1358: Richard
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son of Robert Trottesworth gave to the lord Walter Trelond, Rector
of Ocham, all his lands and tenements, rents and services of free

tenants in the parish of Sutton, also all his bondmen with their

lands and families. 2

In 1408 there was a serious dispute between the Abbot and
Nicholas Carew, lord of the manor of Carshalton ; a lengthy account
of it is given.

Nicholas Carew by the counsel of malignant men impleaded the lord
Thomas Culverdon concerning a certain pasture in Sutton called Sutton
Heth pretending that he has lordship in all the said Common and that it

ought to be called Kersaulton Heth not Sutton Heth. To which it was answered
by the counsel of the lord Abbot that the aforesaid Abbot and all his

predecessors were seised of the said Common as parcel of the Manor of Sutton
from the first foundation of their Church until they were impeded and
gravely harmed by the said Nicholas Carew and for this they have shown
many praiseworthy evidences ; at length, after many altercations the parties

submit themselves to ordinance and arbitration by two trustworthy persons. 3

The judgement was, that the Abbot and Nicholas should have
common lordship to an area defined. The claim of Nicholas

Carew may have been based upon an agreement in 1232, an
entry mentions a Final Concord, between the Prior of Merton and
Abbot of Chertsey. "Common of pasture in Sutton up to a ditch

called Middildich . . . the Prior and his successors shall have common
in Sutton whenever the men of Kersaulton have it."4

An entry in 1343 is important because suggestive, "Admission of

Oslacus Clericus to a tenement called Strechereslond, to build a

house within three years, the lord finding for the house 12 timbers

each 16 ft. long. Fine 6d. rent 6d. per annum." The Bishop's

Register 1492-1500 is missing, leaving the period from Wm Keld,

Rector 1488, to Jno Gregg, Rector 1527, unknown. If Oslacus was
the builder of the Rectory it would explain the Abbot's gift of

timber. In 1496 "William Kellet, Clerk, holds a messuage with a

curtilage adjacent, situate opposite the Rectory, rent 2s. 6d. a

quarter." This is the first mention of a Rectory in Sutton history.

A length of the old Rectory boundary-wall still stands in Church
Lane; built with chalk blocks and flints, it is typically very early

sixteenth century. A Rental5 of 1496 quotes a number of holdings

and their situation clearly enough for present-day identification:

Richard Cook who tenanted a large part of Sutton had \\ acres,

part of Benehill, north-east of the manor, at Hd. a year; a moiety

in Blackwaters in the centre of the village at 8id. a year; \ acre of

land behind Merlyngpite on the southern part of the King's high-

way, adjacent to the old chalkpit, at a rent of Id., and 23 acres

Downlandvs next to Down, south end, rent 3s., Isabel Broker holds

for life 3h acres in commonfield, rent Hd., Wm Lane 1 acre lying

2 Sy. Rec. Soc, Vol. XII, Pt. ii, Nos. 1045-46.
3 Ibid., Pt. ii, No. 1060.
4 Ibid., Pt. i, No. 136.
5 Ibid., Pt. ii, No. 875.
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next Halemeeds, 6 rent (?). John Ridley holds one well called

Marleynpite rent 2s. This pit is now part of the Sutton Water
Company's Station. Robt Lynd, one messuage situate next the cross

of the village of Sutton, former tenants Robert Best, Peter Webb.
This would be the Cock crossroads and may be the old inn. Rent 6d.

Lord Prior of Merton holds one toft and one curtilage with another

moiety of the said land formerly Blakewatyry. Rent lOJd. yr.

Blackwater still exists as a tavern and a close near the old Manor
House. The vineyards the Convent owned may have been on this

well-watered property.

Several entries in the Cartulary show that the Abbot's manor
house in Sutton was maintained as a going concern. An entry 7 in

1321 shows that the lord John Rutherwyk, Abbot, purchased a

certain meadow in Sutton called Northmede. In 1334 "the Abbot
built the kitchen of Sutton." 8 In 1337 "the Abbot repaired the Hall

of the lord Abbot at Sutton." 9 There are cases where tenants are

instructed to appear at the Abbot's Court at Sutton.

There is much to suggest that "The Hall" was on the western

boundary of the manor, where the ancient lane between Sutton and
Cheam Parish Churches passed, (i) A monastic-type wall 10 feet

high enclosed a large residence. It became part of the East Cheam
Manor House estate built by the Fromonds. A section of this wall

exists, built of chalk, flints and bricks, and is obviously of an early

date, (ii) A few yards across the highway there was a farm known
as "Hall Farm." This in turn was adjacent to the Codyngton area,

(hi) When Thomas Pigot, Abbot in 1496, defined the boundaries of

the manor, he began at this spot, the next point mentioned being the

Halle (Hall) lands, (iv) The wall of the farm had a stone, inset, with

an inscription "Think ye and thank ye." Tradition links this

with a local charitable body, (v) The site is on a Kingston—Chertsey

route from Sutton, (vi) An abundant water supply was available.

The cumulative value of this evidence is considerable. A lengthy

and rather extraordinary entry in 1367 gives cause to wonder.

"Alice de Boghyer granted to Roger Mohand, Rector of Sutton,

and another 2 crofts of my arable land, rendering to me every year

20 shillings." Later she seeks to modify the terms. She "grants

that if she has and receives while she lives from the Almonry of the

lord Abbot ... as much as one of the poor brethren in bread, ale,

kitchen clothing and corn and also their alms at certain times of the

year as the poor receive them and also a dish of the lord Abbot called

Almersdysshe every week for one day the aforesaid rent of 20s. shall

cease to be held for nothing." 10 Was this Almonry and kitchen the

Sutton branch? If so it must have been on a fairly large scale.

Some of the rents are most interesting. "John Feriby holds a

6 This name still exists.
7 Sy. Rec. Soc, Vol. XII, Pt. ii, No. 1033.
8 Ibid., Pt. i, No. 570.
9 Ibid., No. 573.

10 Ibid., Nos. 559, 598.
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messuage late of John le Clerk rendering per annum 16d.

quarterly and from messuage of late Thos Russell one clove gilly

flower at Michaelmas." (The equivalent of a peppercorn rent—

a

"clove gilly flower" is a wallflower.) "Ralph de Gad holds a messuage
and 6 acres rendering per annum 3s. quarterly and reaps 2 acres in

autumn or pays 16d. and carries dung for lord 1^ days or pays 3d.

and pays a cock and hen or 3d." Three other Sutton tenants had
similar obligations as regards carting dung and giving poultry. 11

THE COURT ROLLS
The Court Rolls of Sutton cover the period 1720 to 1906, compris-

ing seven volumes; until 1735 the records were written in Latin.

The Court Leet met half-yearly, probably in the large yard and sheds

of the Greyhound Inn now demolished. The inn was at the centre

of the village and close to the Manor House. The Steward of the

Court Leet in 1735 was Samuel Levinge. That year the Leet Jury
had seven members, but the number varied ; one year it was twenty-
four.

In 1736 Sutton farmers were limited to two sheep per acre and
a maximum flock of 300. There was a fine of £5 for every score kept

in excess. Richard Stacey was amerced £5 for keeping 350 "contrary

to old custom." In 1741 the Lord of the Manor and James Baker
hedged, ditched and ploughed on Bonhill Common (north-east of the

village) in an attempted enclosure ; the copyholders fought and won
their ancient rights to depasture their cattle, levant and couchant,

and to cut bushes and furze on the Common four months in the year.

In 1750 every Sutton householder was allowed to turn one cow
on to the Common ; those holding ten acres, two cows ; thirty acres,

three cows; and so on to a maximum of six cows. That year the

Herdsman received an halfpenny a week for one cow, threefarthings

for more than one. In 1756 the Lord of the Manor was charged that

he did not keep proper scales for weighing and measuring in the

village and he was asked to provide stocks, in vain. In 1764 there

was a revolt against certain requirements of the Court: forty-two

gentlemen were amerced £2 each as "defaulters;" in 1786 there were

nine more including Pogson of the Manor House; Beeston Long,

Governor of the Bank of England; and Martindale of Sutton Court.

They are described as "Residents within precinct of this Leet and owe
suit to this Court and have this day made default"; they also were

amerced £2 each. It seems probable that this revolt was against

compulsion to attend personally the half-yearly meeting.

In 1786 every householder was permitted to take one load of

furze drawn by two horses from the Downs ; it had to be cut before

Lady Day; a fine of ten shillings per load was imposed upon any
person exceeding the allowance. In 1791 an order of great importance

was issued, "no new entrant to the Manor shall have any right to

depasture cattle on the Downs or to cut furze and bushes." Persons

11 Sy. Rec. Soc, Vol. XXI, Nos. 1735, 1736, of a.d. 1337-47.
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coming into the manor paid a fine; usually it was £20. In 1793 the

bounds of the parish were defined in great detail after Morden

residents had encroached upon the Common (see below, Appendix

p. 82). The matter was taken to Court where judgment was given in

favour of Sutton.

In 1754 a Pound-keeper was appointed. The charge for releasing

impounded cattle was twopence to the Herdsman; foreigners paid

a groat for the first, sixpence thereafter. Sutton Lodge on the

Brighton Road is referred to by many writers. It was built by John
Wells, a brewer, who died c. 1746, and in 1786 it passed to the Rev.

Matthew Thomas of Ewell; in 1838 it passed to J. T. Overton of

Cheam for £700; Mr. Overton became the largest farmer in Sutton.

The Court Roll gives the last two Lords of the Manor as Phillip

William Lorett, gentleman, of Guildford, till 1879; Charles Edward
Lamplough, Shipowner, 10 June 1880.

THE TOLL-GATE PERIOD, 1755-1881

In 1718 the highway from London to Sutton was declared to be

dangerous to persons, horses and cattle, impassable for five months
in the year. During that period the route into Sutton was via

Morden and the mile-long level causeway across the Sutton Common.
In 1745 the route through Mitcham and Sutton to Banstead Downs
was measured and milestones erected; in 1755 further stones were

added to reach Reigate, but some of the stones were defaced, others

uprooted; a reward of £5 was offered for information leading to a

conviction. In November 1830 new stones were supplied ; the contract

was for Portland stone carted to the site and planted at a price of

£2 3s. 6d. each. In 1755 Parliament passed three Acts to create

turnpike roads in the Epsom district. The roads Sutton—Reigate,

Sutton—Ewell were included, to be widened and improved. The
Reigate Turnpike Trust was set up to direct the scheme for the

section Sutton High Street—Povey Cross.

In 1755 the Rev. Sanxay of Sutton was requested "to prepare

tollgates at Sutton as soon as possible.
'

' The response was immediate

;

a toll-house was provided in the middle of the village by paying a

tailor £5 to vacate his house in favour of the Pikeman Edwin Webb,
who, in August of that year, was granted sixpence a week for candles.

In 1772 this toll-house was vacated; an order directed "the existing

gate to be removed and a new gate erected at the Cock Inn between
Mr. Sparrows stables and the field (i.e. astride the main road) with

gates across the roads from Cheam and Carshalton, and the erection

of a toll-house in the most convenient spot." The toll-house and
another at Tadworth were built by John Gates for £82. The house

was double-fronted with a door and porch facing the main and
Cheam roads. The corner wall had a bracket lamp giving light to

both sides ; the doors appear in two halves, similar to stable doors

;

a notice board over the door probably gave the name of the toll-house

and the relevant Act of Parliament. A board beneath the windows
shows tolls payable. When Edwin Webb, the first Pikeman, died
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in 1776 after twenty-one years' service his accounts were found
faulty and his guarantor had to pay. Wages varied from gate to

gate. In 1756 one man received 36s. a year, whereas the Tadworth
Collector received 5s. a week in 1774. In 1774 "The Tadworth gate

was unlawfully cut down"; a reward of £21 for information was
offered in vain.

At least three historians refer to a toll-gate in Carshalton Road

—

at three different places. The records show no hint of a gate except

at the crossroads; it is difficult to see how their idea arose. The scale

of tolls to be levied was fixed by Parliament, and it varied con-

siderably. In 1796 it was ordered that a notice showing the tolls

payable should be displayed at each toll-house. The charges

authorised for the Reigate Turnpike Trust were: Conveyance for

two horses 6d. ; one horse 2d. Waggon and three or more horses 6d.

;

ditto with hay or straw 3d. Cart with hay or straw only 2d. ; one

horse Id. Timber carriage more than five horses 3d. a horse;

locomotives Is.; oxen, cows, calves, lOd. a score; sheep, pigs, lambs,

3d. a score. H.M. Mail coaches and foot passengers had free passage.

In 1815 the Trust sought powers to add 2d. for each horse and
double tolls on Sundays. In 1816 "light carts" carrying fish to

market paid a reduced toll of 6d. and had a free return journey.

Carts laden with chalk manure paid only one toll a day. The
Collector at Sutton admitted sheep free if a Reigate Hill ticket of the

previous day was produced. It was possible to "compound" the

payment of tolls for an annual sum. In 1805 Dr. Samuel Wallace of

Carshalton paid 2 guineas a year in advance for himself and son to

pass the Sutton gate; in 1809 Wm. Wilson of Cheam paid 5 guineas

a year to pass with horse and cart laden or empty; a Croydon to

Epsom coach sought in vain to commute its Sunday tolls.

The receipt of tolls was "farmed out" annually by an auction at

Reigate. The estimated yield was the reserve price, then the highest

bidder was assigned the tolls. In 1853 John Smith of Canterbury

paid £980 for that year; in 1880 Robert Goodden of Swindon paid

£1,400.

The burden of tolls was not as heavy as it would seem to be;

a zoning system was in force whereby one payment covered several

gates if the extent of a journey was declared. A development in

March 1801 has been ignored by all historians; an order was issued

for "the erection of two gates, one across the Back Lane leading

from Cheam Road into Sutton, the other across Whible Lane leading

from Sutton into the common fields of Sutton called the Rythe and
to put locks upon the same and that such persons do have keys as

shall be determined." The purpose of the gates was not stated;

the place names were untraceable, leaving the matter shrouded in

mystery until nearly fifty years later further Trust minutes lifted the

curtain. It was reported in 1845 that "Thomas Alcock, Lord of the

Manor, had destroyed the locks of two gates erected across two lanes

running out of Sutton adjoining his farm, kept locked by the

Trustees for over forty years." In 1846 Mr. Alcock "had taken down
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a gate across the lane adjoining his farm occupied by William

Snelling." This name was traceable and showed that Back Lane
was now Robinhood Lane; at the same time a Reigate map turned

up to show Whible Lane was now Manor Lane. These two very old

lanes connected in the centre of the village and provided a by-pass

whereby east-west traffic could avoid the toll-gates. It is clear that

the Trust had power to obstruct by-ways and so force traffic on to

the turnpike roads. In 1836 the Trust ordered "the principal gate

to be removed and erected in Sutton Lane near the twelfth mile-

stone and a toll-house with half a rod of land to be erected." The
gate came into use the same year. In 1837 the farmer of tolls was
allowed a sum to compensate for loss owing to the heavy snowfalls.

The increased tolls of 1815 still left the Trust insolvent, and in

1850 application to Her Majesty's Principal Secretary was made for

permission to reduce the staff salaries by half, the interest on loans

from 5 per cent, to 3 per cent., and to reduce tolls. Presumably the

changes were sanctioned, and the clerk's salary was reduced from

£80 to £40. In 1852 it was ordered that "boards showing Table of

Tolls should be repainted giving the new rates." Even these

measures failed, for in 1861 the debt was £11,980, but by 1881 it was
down to £5,000. In 1848 because of great loss at the Cheam Road
side gate, owing to by-passing, it was decided to move the gate further

west to a spot just inside the Sutton boundary; at the same time

the Carshalton Road side gate was abolished, so that after three-

quarters of a century the Cock crossroads was free of impediment.

A bungalow toll-house and garden was erected in Cheam Road
costing £150, and the wages of the Pikeman was reduced to 8s. per

week. Five years later, in 1854, it was necessary to move the gate

still further west; the cost of moving the house was £89. Some
time after, the old Cock toll-house was demolished, its materials

sold for £15 and the site thrown into the road. There was a toll-house

and gate at Rose Hill on the northern boundary of Sutton; it was
built in 1758 and removed in 1882.

The turnpike system was due to end in March 1867, but the

Reigate Trust was granted an extension until November 1881. The
Sutton Lane Toll-house was sold by public auction. The Cheam
Road bungalow was bought by Mr. Antrobus for £100 and moved
a few hundred yards on to his estate. It is still there, in Gander
Green Lane.

SUTTON UNDER VESTRY RULE, 1829-1862

The MS. records of the meetings of the Sutton Vestry contain a

great deal of hitherto unpublished information throwing light upon
the customs, way of life and fortunes of the village people during the

early nineteenth century. Unfortunately the outcome of its motions

and resolutions is not, as a rule, recorded. In 1835 the Vestry

included Rector's Warden, Parish Warden, Constable, twelve

Vestrymen, three Headboroughs, two Commissioners to the Court of
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Requests, two Aleconners and a Vestry Clerk; these officers were
elected annually on Easter Monday and met, usually at 10 a.m., in

St. Nicholas Church. All notices of business were "published in

Church" until January 1838, when the formula became "published
at or affixed to the Church door"; in March 1860 it became "affixed

to Church and Chapel doors."

In 1835 the Lord of the Manor, the Rev. Thomas Hatch, claimed
the right to cut down trees on and adjacent to Sutton Green. The
Vestry contesting it took Counsel's advice, when it was shown
compensation for the wood had been paid at the time of the

Enclosures Acts of 1810-12. The trees were saved and a few are

there now. In 1830 Parish Officers were "requested to advise with
the Bench the most effective way to get rid of the dogs that infest

the Parish under very suspicious circumstances, this Vestry will

sanction any person they think proper to destroy animals of this

description." The village green pond was made in 1835: the "Vestry
advances £10 towards the excavation, the poor of the Parish to be
employed." In May 1837 "three persons were sworn in as Special

Constables to act during Epsom Race week, the Churchwardens paid

three guineas to defray their expenses." This entry occurs several

times.

The Poor Law. During the early part of the last century poverty

and unemployment seem to have been rampant. The first few years

of Vestry business contain distressing references to individuals and
families applying for assistance ; the response seems harsh and often

inhuman in this era of the Welfare State. In September 1829 Ann
Hatch asked for relief; she was committed to the "Workhouse at

Reigate. John Watts pleaded for a pair of boots for himself and
clothing for his son; shoes were granted to the father but nothing

for the boy. Richard Ladd applied in vain for relief; instead, one
of his sons was given employment at 2s. a week bird-scaring.

Distress seems to have been acute in 1829. In December the

Vestry met to adopt a scheme for employing poor men. It was
resolved, "all persons applying for work to be paid not more than
one shilling per day for able men, those with families to receive a

portion of bread"; the men were then supplied to employers at

eighteenpence a day. The money was not paid to the worker but
to the Overseers. The allowance of bread was four quarterns a week
for a man, wife and one child under two years old; one quartern was
added for each child of two and over, with a family limit of eight

loaves. The Vestry contracted with George Dean to supply seconds

bread at 8|d. a quartern of standard weight, viz. 4 lb. 5| oz. James
Boorer, butcher, sent in a bill of 15s. ll|d. for meat supplied to the

poor ; it was paid with a warning that special authorization must be

obtained. In September 1834 the Poor Law Commissioners called for

a report on sundry matters. The Vestry replied that Sutton had no
Poorhouse or Workhouse and no Board of Guardians, that two
paupers were maintained in Reigate, one at a cost of 4s. per week,

the other at 5s. Persons relieved during the year amounted to 43
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male, 24 female: quite a heavy proportion, for the population in

1831 was only 1,121. After the new legislation of 1834, a Relieving

Officer is mentioned in 1856. George Barnes was appointed Assistant

Overseer of the poor in 1855 with an annual salary of £30. He was
bound in a bond of £200, and had to find two sureties. The Poor
Rate reached 2s. 6d. in the pound in 1833, but in 1837, after a

re-assessment, a reduction of 12| per cent, for repairs and insurance

was introduced. The rate that year fell to sixpence in the pound.
The Parliamentary Gazeteer of 1842 gives the assessable property

in Sutton as £3,735. A District Nurse enters the minutes in 1829,

when Mrs. Killick was paid 3s. a week to attend on Thomas Allen

during his illness. The reward of Widow Ladd for her services at

the Infant School was reduced from 4s. 6d. to Is. 6d. per week in

1830. Richard Ladd was refused relief in 1829 and we find his

widow working for Is. 6d. per week the next year.

The Vestry levied and collected the Church Rate, fairly steady at

4d. in the pound; it also made special levies for Church purposes,

and was responsible for maintenance of the fabric. In December
1836 William Edwards was appointed "to keep order during Divine
Service"; he was paid 20s. a year from the Church Rates. In July
1849 it was resolved "that the body of the Church, Vestry room,
front porch, and entrance under the Belfry be whitewashed at the

lowest Estimate." George Barnes repaired the Church stove for

50s. in 1833.

Eight years later Mr. Foy, Parish Churchwarden, removed the

stove from the Church without permission; the Vestry reacted

strongly, appealing to the Bishop of the Diocese, who ruled "Mr Foy
may be proceeded against." It was agreed that Aleconner Mr. John
Arney should act as Prosecutor. In July 1836 an additional staircase

to the gallery was added, paid for by public subscription.

The Church was hung with black cloth when William IV died, at

a cost of £6. A rate of eightpence in the pound was levied in 1849

to carry out repairs on the steeple.

Increased seating was urgently required, and in February 1858
a plan for enlarging the Church was considered; but the matter
dropped until August 1862, when a Sunday meeting of fifty prominent
gentlemen proposed a loan of £3,000 to build a new Church according
to the plan of Mr. Nash. The new Church was opened in 1864. The
Church had no music until 1848, when a barrel organ was introduced.
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Appendix: The Perambulation

[From the Court Book of the Manor of Sutton, 1789-1825,

presented at the Court of 16 October 1794]

Boundary of the Manor of Sutton, 1793.

[p. 29] We further present the plan as made and taken by Win.
Brazier in 1718 of the major part of the Manor of Sutton, viz. Sutton

Common with all the lands both inclosed and in Common Field that

then appertained to Henry Cliffe, Esq., the then Lord of the said

Manor, with their boundaries and now produced to us at this Court

to ascertain precisely the boundary of the Parish and Manor of

Sutton adjoining Cheam, Mordon and Carshalton parishes as therein

described, the Inclosed lands adjoining the several Parishes of

Cheam, Mordon and Carshalton with the Common specified in such

plan being then and now the property of the lord of this manor and
the boundary' of this manor at that part. 12

[p. 26] We also present the bounds of the Parish and Manor of

Sutton on the several perambulations made and as proved by many
old evidences to be as follows

:

That the perambulation begins at the first Cronish by the Walnut
Tree 13 Close to the Lower Road leading from Sutton to Carshalton

where an ancient cross is made on the bank close to the ditch and

a stone post now stands from whence you proceed up Otways lands

Carshalton land bearing full east to the top of Ottways land then

turn to right by the foot path14 leading from Sutton to Carshalton

between Mr. Bynes land and Sutton Manor land in Merlin Pitt

Shot to an ancient cross in the ground called Bakers Cross and where

a stone post also stands. Then across the high road15 leading from

Sutton to Carshalton then take the different angles between

Mr. Taylor's lands and the lands of Sutton Manor first turning a

short distance to the right then to the left and then again to the

right then to the left again to the end of Mr. Taylor's16 land, Then
strait on by the edge of the land of Wandsworth Poor,17 then again

by Mr. Taylor's land to Mr. Potter's late Nash's where an ancient

cross is made in the ground and a stone post now stands, Then turn

to the right some distance, between Mr. Potter's late Nash's land,

then again to the left between Mr. Potter's land late Nash's and
Sutton Manor land, then incline to the right and proceed in a strait

12 The surveyor proved that he had just before the trial measured the whole
of the Common as far as Pilford Bridge (the north-west boundary of the Manor)
and close under the hedge to the corner of Lower Morden Lane and that the

contents of 241 acres 2 roods 31 perches specified in the particulars of such
plan accounting roads at 20 feet wide corresponds exactly as to quantity with

his measurement.
13 An old Walnut Tree stood in the garden of the house at the corner of

Benhill and Lower now Westmead Road. The word "cronish" is un-
identifiable.

14 Path from Greyhound Inn via Throwley and Vernon Roads.
15 Corner of Albert Road.
16 Taylor or Tylers House was in Tylers Lane now Kings Lane.
17 Albion Road district.
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line to Monks Hern Corner18 Mr. Potter's land continuing to abut
Sutton Manor land into the middle of the blackthorn hedge where
an ancient cross is made in the ground and a stone post now stands
the Wandsworth Poor land the next and Mr. Byne's land from
thence to Monks Hern Corner19 where an ancient cross is made in

the furze and a stone post now stands, then proceed by the left side

of the hawthorn bushes between Mr. Byne's and Sutton Manor Land
in a line with a little variation until you come to the corner of the

furze against the road20 where an ancient cross is made in the
ground and a stone post now stands and is the extent of the Parish
and Manor of Sutton bounded by Banstead Manor South, then turn
short to the right and proceed to Cat and Hannell Bottom 21 which
is nearly in a direct line, Then across the Turnpike road22 to the
hedge where an ancient cross is made on the bank and a stone post
now stands, then under the quickset hedge to Cat and Hannell
Corner23 where an ancient cross is made in the ground and a stone

post now stands Then turn short to the left under the hedges of

Cat and Hannell field to the corner where an ancient cross is made
in the ground and a stone post now stands then short to the right24

then to the left and then strait to the corner keeping under the
hedges of Gilberts lands all the way where another ancient cross is

made in the ground and a stone post now stands. Then proceed strait

down under the new quicksett hedge of Mr. Gilberts lands25 then
turn a few yards to the right then close under the ancient quickset
hedges of Mr. Gilberts lands then turn a few yards to the right and
proceed down Catchpole Acre under the old hedge to Cheam Lane26

end and where an ancient cross is made and a stone post now stands
then proceed across the Turnpike road leading from Sutton to

Cheam and turn back to the right to the corner of the hedge then
short to the left close under Cobs Crot Field27 hedge and so on by
the hedge of Hawes Field then turn to the right for a few paces and
proceed over the hedge into Mrs. Duabridge's called the half Closes

and so on at the bottom of the Meadows called the Six Fields28

keeping close all the way under the hedge Mr. Gilberts land still

abutting Sutton Manor. Then proceed over the hedge into Cheam
Lane and go on in Cheam Lane under the hedge until you come to

Gander Green29 where an ancient cross is made on the hillock and
a stone post now stands you still continue the Lane until you come

18 The Potters owned much of land east and south of Downs Hospital.
19 About Clapham Lodge.
20 The old cart track now Downs Road.
21 Depression at Belmont Station later Court Bottom.
22 The Brighton Road.
23 Station Road Belmont area.
24 Turning north. Western edge of Belmont Hospital ground.
25 A straight line east of Holland Avenue and York Road.
26 Now Gander Green Lane.
27 Now the cricket field.
28 A line from cricket field to West Sutton station.
29 From West Sutton station the boundary is Gander Green Lane till a

short way north of the by-pass.
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to Lay Corner Gate Then proceed over the hedge of Noake's

meadows called Frog Poole30 on the left hand and come over the

barr across the shore in the Meadow at the bottom of the Three

acres then proceed under Mr. Gilberts hedge to the bottom of

Potters field called Warnish Corner formerly Common Field then

through the hedge for seven or eight rods, then into the field again

by a Withey Tree then close down Gilberts hedge to the corner of

Pilfords Mead then over the hedge across the Turnpike road31 to the

corner of Bryans Field near unto Pilfords Bridge where an ancient

cross is made on the bank and a stone post now stands then short to

the right keeping over Sutton Common close under the hedges of

Mr. Meyrick's lands in Mordon Parish in a strait line to the corner of

Lower Mordon Lane32 where an ancient cross is made in the ground

and a stone post now stands back Then proceed again across the

Turnpike road at the edge of Sutton Common under the hedge to

Bishops Corner where an ancient cross is made in the ground and a

stone post now stands Then still keep under the hedge to Green

Lane 33 so on under the hedge of Manships lands until you come to

the end of Manships land where an ancient cross is made in the

ground and a stone post now stands then go over the hedge into

Sutton Manor land in the occupation of Steel and proceed under the

hedge of Manship's land all the way34 until you come to the Turnpike

road leading from Sutton to London which you cross over and on

Stone Cut Hill35
is an ancient cross in the ground and a stone post

now stands Then proceed to the corner over the hedge into Mr.

Hoar's lands keeping the outside of the hedges of Sutton land and
Green Shaw36 then' thro Wandsworth Poor land keeping without

side the lands of Sutton Manor called Great Green Hill37 then over

the hedge into Mr. Byne's land keeping the outside of Great Green

Hill and half down Little Green Hill then cross over the hedge into

Little Green Hill and proceed within side to the change of the ditch

thro Long Seven Acres38 then over the hedge again into Mr. Byne's

land at the corner of the sixth cronish then keep the outside of

the hedge of Sutton Manor lands till you come to Mr. Walls fields

called the Hop Ground, Then at the bottom of first cronish then

proceed over the hedge into the Common Field where an ancient

cross is made in the ground and a stone post now stands then short

to the right under the hedge by the road to the place where the

perambulation first began.

30 The meadows between Gander Green Lane and Pylbrook. The line follows

the brook's west bank to North Cheam.
31 Stone Cot Hill.
32 Lord Nelson Inn to Lower Morden Lane taking in the road.
33 Now Forest Road.
34 Green Lane to by-pass. The Railway Line is on the boundary.
35 Rose Hill and Stone Cot Hill are adjacent on old maps.
36 Green Shaw now Benhill Woods.
37 Now the Grenell.
38 Fields east of Benhill Road, then behind the present Park down to Lower

Road.
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POSTSCRIPT

After the above article was set up in type, the author was kindly
lent a number of interesting documents by the Revd. R. W. Sharpley,
Rector of Burton Latimer, Northants. These records include
conveyances of the Manor of Sutton from 1779, and a Bill of Sale
and Map of 1S65, showing that certain fields were known as

"Cornish," identical with the "cronish" of 1793.




