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NEWDEGATE CHURCH : ITS EECTORS AND
REGISTERS.

By MAJOR HEALES, F.S.A.

OF
the origin of the name of Newdegate I am not

aware that any probable derivation has been sug-

gested : even its exact topographical situation seems to

have been formerly doubtful ; that is to say, as to what
subdivision of the county it was to be found in, though
it is now settled that one part of the parish, called " The

Hamlet," is in the Hundred of Reigate, and the rest is in

the Hundred of Copthorne and Effingham :

l and even

the geographical boundaries of the parish were unsettled

until a comparatively recent period ; for we find, at the

end of the Parish Register Book, an entry made in the

year 1634, by a cautious rector, to prevent any such

questions or any rights being compromised by his ad-

mitting a parishioner to receive the Holy Sacrament at

Easter in his church. It runs thus :

An. Dom. 1634. Mart. 12.

Be it known to all men by these p'sents That I John Butcher

dwellinge in a certain tenement of weh Question hath bene made

many yeeres whether it lie
L
in Charlewood or Newdegate, f is

not yet decided, upon graunt leave given me f to my familie
* *

f to receyve y
e Sacrament at Easter next for this one

time at y
e
parish Church of Newdigate y* y

e same may not be

pjudiciall to y
e

parish of Newdegate for y
e time to come f

do confesse y* I have y
e said libertie for this time by leave ; ^

1
Manning and Bray, vol. ii. p. 1G9.
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in witnesse hereof I have hereunto set mine hand y
e
day <fe yeere

above written.

JOHN BUTCHER

Witnesse at y
e
signing hereof

JOHN WILLET

his marke.

his marke.

WILLIAM BATCHELOUR

his /]/\ marke.

Then follows another note in continuation ; signed and
attested as before :

e

Also y
e said Chr Butcher desired leave for himselfe familie to come

to y
e Sacrament at Whitsontide, 1636.

There is a similar memorandum to prevent the parish
from being compromised or prejudiced by leave given
for the two next Communions from April 16, 1641 the

rubrical minimum of three per annum being probably
borne in mind. And in the Burial Register is an entry
that " John Butcher of Charlewood (as it hath been
accounted for many yeeres) by leave was buried April
19, 1643 ;

" and still earlier certain additions to the

usual form of entry appear to have been made with the

same object.

1626. Marie the daughter of Mr - William Young of Hurfold was by
leave baptized Jun : 28.

John the sonne of Robert Taylour of Capell was by leave

baptized Februa. 9.

And some subsequently in similar words.

In grants made by King Henry VIII., the parish is

called Newdygate in le Wylde, or le Welde,
1

i.e. the

Weald.
Our subject, however, is the Church, and not the

parish or manor ; but the Register Book has occasioned

this reference to the boundary question.

Newdegate is not mentioned in the Domesday survey,

probably because it pertained to the Manor of Cherche-
felle (Reigate).

1 At what date it became a parish does

1

Augmentation Office ; Grants 34 Henry VIII.
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not appear, but towards the end of the 12th century the

Rectory appears to have been given to the Priory of

St. Mary Overee, Southwark, by Hamelin Earl Warren,
or probably was granted by his predecessors and con-

firmed by him. This fact we learn from the following

document,
3 of which the original is still preserved in

the British Museum.

Carta H. Com. Waren, Monachis de Sewrei, de capella de Nudigate.

Comes Wareme Roberto Archidiacowo Surrete 3 p. decano

Mando vobis atqwe precor quatenws dimittatis priorem

3 canonicos sancte marie de Suwerch in pace tenere elemosinaw

meara 3 Ancessoraw meorwra scilicet capellam de niudegat 3

priori interdico ne in placituw iwgrecfo'retwr sine me, qwia

predictam elemosinaw eis garentizare debeo.

Hamelin was a natural son of Geoffrey, Earl of Anjou,
and in 1163 married Isabel, only daughter of the second

William Earl Warren, whereby he acquired that dignity
and its estates. He died in 1210, having survived his

wife, who died in 1199.3

It will be observed that the document is addressed to

R. the Archdeacon, and P. the Dean, not by their names,
but only by initial of each name. Robert was the name
of the Archdeacon of Surrey from about 1130 to 1171.4

A comparison of these dates fixes that of the docu-

ment as between the years 1163 and 1171. But a diffi-

culty arises from the fact of its being also addressed to

P. the Dean, inasmuch as Winchester was a Priory
Church, and had no dean until after the dissolution of

the Priory, which occurred in 1538 ;
and in the following

year the King granted a charter establishing a new

chapter and society, consisting of a dean and twelve

prebendaries.
5 On the other hand, the document itself

has every appearance of genuineness. Mr. Nichols sug-

gests that by "the Dean" may be meant the Rural

1
Brayley, Hist, of Surrey, vol. iv. p. 287.

2 Cotton MSS., Nero III., fol. 181.
3
Dugdale's Baronage, vol. i. p. 76.

4
Dugdale's Monasticon, vol. i. p. 703.

5 Le Neve, p. 288.
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Dean, expected to comply with the requisitions of the

Charter if the Archdeacon were absent. He is also of

opinion that most of the neighbouring churches in the

Forest or "Weald district were secondary, or chapels to

Cherchefelle (afterwards called Reigate), such as Capel,
which still retains that name, and were given with it to

the Church of St. Mary of Southwark by Earl William,
son of Earl Warren, in 1106, and also by another deed

by the same Earl, with the Countess Isabella his wife,

together with the churches of Betchworth and Leigh ;

subsequently confirmed by Earl Hamelin. And further,
that from the expressions

" elemosinam meam," " et

ancessorum meorum," it appears probable that this
"
chapel

" was considered to be appurtenant to the

Church of Reigate, and so included in the former
charters. The necessity for, or object attained by
charters of confirmation, is often not apparent.
The deed is written in the handwriting of the period,

in five lines, on a slip of parchment measuring 5^ by If
inches, and it is endorsed in the same writing :

Karta hamelini comitis de Warenme de capella de neudegc^.

And no doubt of its authenticity occurred to Madox,
who copied the document in his Formulare. 1

The living is mentioned in the Taxation under Pope
Nicholas IX. in 1291, when it was valued at 8, and
the tithe was consequently sixteen shillings.

2

THE CHURCH.

The Church is dedicated in honour of St. Peter.

The Orientation is 8^ degrees N. of E. : theoretically it

would be either, for St. Peter's day, June 29th, 39 45'

N. of E. ; or for St. Peter ad Vincula, August 1st,

20 30' N. of E.

There is a mention of the Church in 1482, in the will

of Thomas Newdegate,
3 who leaves 12d. to the High

1
Madox, Formulare, No. IX. p. 49.

2 Taxation of Pope Nicholas IX., Record Office ed., p. 208.
3
Manning and Bray, vol. ii. p. 172. Query, Where is the Will?

|

VOL. VI. T
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Altar ;
and in the King's Books, dated 1535,

1

the living
is valued at 8. 18s. 4d.; the tithes, consequently, being
17s. lOd.

In ecclesiastical edifices of large dimensions, we very

frequently find a variety of styles of architecture ; but,
in one so small and unpretending as this, we do not

expect to meet with a series of examples illustrative

of the several periods into which it is customary, for

the sake of convenient classification, to divide Gothic

architecture.

By the accompanying ground-plan, it will be seen that

the Church consists of a nave and chancel ; a south aisle,

the end of which has been used as a chantry; a vestry
and south porch towards the west end of the aisle ; and a

timber framework tower at the west end of the nave.
2

The internal dimensions are as follows :

Tower 17-5 x 21-6

West wall 3-2

Nave 37-2 x 17-9

Aisle 39-4 x 7'3

Chancel 26-0 x 13-10

Extreme internal dimensions ... ... ... ...739 x 27'9

The earliest part, so far as can be seen, is the chancel,
which dates from towards the latter part of the twelfth

century. At the east end is a triplet of detached lancets,
that in the centre being the largest ; all widely splayed
and perfectly plain: in each side-wall is a similar single
lancet. It is not very easy to say whether their heads are

round or pointed ; but such a doubt not uncommonly
arises in respect to windows of the period of transition

from the Round-arched or Norman, to the Early English
or Pointed style. These, however, rather appear to be

round, and may date a little earlier than the transition

period. They present no other feature by which their

date can more certainly be fixed. The arch between
chancel and nave is also semicircular-headed, but

1 Liber Regis, p. 957.
3 There is a fair north-west view of the church in Cracklow's Surrey

Churches.
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stretches across the entire width of the chancel, and has

no imposts : probably it has been altered.

Nearly a century later an alteration was made in the

original work by the construction of a priest's door, and

WINDOW IN SOUTH SIDE OF CHANCEL.

Scale one-twenty -fowrth.

a window adjoining it, on the south side of the chancel.

The doorway is perfectly plain. The window consists of

two plain lancets, and a circle between
their heads, not in any way connected

with them, except by position an

example of nascent tracery.
The next style of architecture is

illustrated by a window at the east

end of the aisle, and a piscina in the

wall adjoining. These are very ele-

gant specimens of the complete Deco-

rated style. The window is composed
of two ogee-headed lights, cinque-

PISCINA IN AISLE.

foiled, and without any tracery; so Scale one-sixteentn.

that on the exterior they might be described as twin

T 2
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lancets, rather than one window. This part of the

building is called the Cudworth Chapel, and belongs to

the owners of the manor of Cudworth, which is situated

about two miles to the east of the Church.

An arch has been dug out of the base of the wall forming
the east end of the nave arcade and the south pier of the

chancel arch j

1
at what period in, or subsequent to the

fourteenth century, it is difficult to determine. But a

more unwise step, and one more directly tending to the

destruction of the fabric, could scarcely be devised. It

leaves the upper part of that important portion of the

structure resting chiefly on a weak
arch, and, were not the walls very
massively constructed, they must have

given way. The object of this ill-

advised alteration was to open up a

complete view of the east end of the

chancel from the Cudworth Chapel,

through the means of a hagioscope.
On the south side of the nave,

opening to the aisle, are two arches

of late Perpendicular date ; but there

seems fair ground for supposing that

there may have been an original south
aisle. The central pillar is circular

and very massive, such as one might
expect to find in a building dating
from transition to, or quite Early
English. Its capital, with late mould-

ings, is an awkwardly-fitting octagon ;

and, in the responds, it will be noted
that they are semi-octagonal, with

caps clumsily adapted to recessed

arches. In the shaft of the circular
Cap and base of Nave .,, , , n ,

Respond. pillar are incised, a number or marks
of a similar character to those at

Alfold and Godalming, which are shown by Mr. Nevill,
in an illustration of his paper upon the former of these

1 See ground plan.
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churches at p. 20 of the present volume. Examples
of such marks occur in various other localities, as at

Dunstable Priory, Bedfordshire.

MARKS CUT IN WEST PIER OP NAVE.

The four upper marks are reduced one-Half; the other two are one-third the size

of the originals.

On the opposite wall of the nave (there being no north

aisle) is a late three-light window,
1

good of its date,

with portions of stained glass of the same period, from
which we can gather that there was in each of the prin-

cipal lights a large single figure under a canopy, a por-
tion of the tabernacle-work of which remains ; and in

the upper subsidiary lights are two angels censing, still

1 See Plate in illustration of Mr. Waller's Paper on the "Wall-

painting of St. Christopher," facing p. 57 of tho present volume.
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nearly perfect ; the rest is made up with fragments of

earlier date of bordure patterns, and also comprising a

coat of arms of the Newdegate family, and some good
quarries.

1 The arms and some other parts are clumsily
reset, with the wrong face outwards.

STAINED GLASS IN NAVE WINDOW.

One-lialj scale.

One-half scale.

Aubrey,
2 whose work was

published in 1719, speaks of

three eagle's claws, in mis-

take for the Newdegate three

lion's gambs. He also states

that in the east window of

the chancel were three sharp
escutcheons of the Warren
arms, and the same in a

south window ; and in an-

other south window three

chevronels gu., Clare and Tunbridge. Manning and

Bray
3

(published c. 1809) mention several other coats

as then remaining. Now, there is .but that mentioned,
of the Newdegates. We are thus enabled to trace the

destruction of antiquities arising from simple neglect.
The window-cills are stencilled with alternate fleurs-

de-lis and roses, in a simple but effective diaper. The
ornament at the head of the present Paper is one of the

fleurs-de-lis.

On the wall, a little to the west of this window, and

nearty facing the south or principal entrance to the

1 One of these is repi-esented in Franks' volume on Quarries, pi. 35*
3
Aubrey's History of Surrey, vol. iv. p. 263.

3
Manning and Bray, vol. ii. p. 177.
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church, is the large wall-painting of St. Christopher, so

excellently described and illustrated by Mr. Waller. 1

STAINED GLASS IN NAVE WINDOW.

One-half scale.

Of the Perpendicular period is the nave roof, with tie-

beams, though wanting any definite indication of precise
date.

The side-walls of the nave are returned at the west
end ; but what may have been the original design cannot
be ascertained. The inner faces of the responds, or what
would be the jambs of a tower-arch, are rough and

imperfect, and in the centre of each is a slab of timber

20 inches wide by 9J thick, which may (perhaps) have

supported a timber tower-arch. They are probably
earlier than the present tower, with which they are not

in any way connected.

1 See Mr. Waller's Paper on the "
Wall-painting of St. Christopher,*'

and with an illustration, p. 57 of the present volume.
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The tower, placed at the west end of the nave, is built

of timber, and supplies an admirable example of framing.
The acceptance, for building, of material readily available,

instead of sending to obtain it from a distance, is a cha-

racteristic of mediaeval builders, and especially advan-

tageous where it happened that the material at hand
was that with which the local workmen were best

acquainted. Thus in this district, abounding with

magnificent timber but very deficient in good building-

stone, timber, exclusively, was, as in this instance,

applied to the construction of the tower. The same
cause led to the building of similar towers in part of

the county of Essex,
1 and less frequently in certain other

localities ; whilst in some counties destitute of forest,

nothing but stone was used.

The tower of Newdegate Church consists of three

square stories, surmounted by an octagonal spire, and

having an aisle running round the ground-story, and

practically serving as buttressing. The total height of

the tower and spire is about 60 feet. The four great
timbers on which the tower rests are 17 inches square,
and stand upon slabs of wood placed upon the ground.
The arrangement of the framing, as Avill be seen from
Mr. NevilPs excellent drawing, is very ingeniously con-

trived and admirably executed, the best proof of which
is furnished by the fact that the whole structure is still,

notwithstanding the great strain necessarily caused by
frequent ringing of the peal of five bells, as firm and
substantial as when erected, probably nearly 400 years

ago. The flooring, only, of the upper stories has been
allowed to decay.
The bells are mentioned in the will of Alice, widow of

Thomas Newdegate, dated in 1489/ by which she left

1 Such as Margaretting, Stock, and Blackmore, which, though all

differing, bear a strong family resemblance to that of Newdegate. One
at Mountnessing is built up from within the church, as at Alford, in

this county. See Essex Arch&ological Society's Transactions, vol. iv.

pp. 95-108.
2
Manning and Bray, vol. ii. p. 171 : where the will was proved is

not
1

stated;
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12d. for the repair of the bells, besides the bequest of a

missal to the Church. In the inventory of church goods
in 1553,

1 there are mentioned four bells in the steeple
and a sacring bell. Manning and Bray speak of five

bells, one of which had been some time broken. Their

work was published c. 1809, but probably their notes of

the Church were taken some time previously, for the six

bells now in the steeple bear an inscription, stating that

they were cast by Hears in 1805 ; though, on the other

hand, it is just possible that the bells may have been
cast previously to their being required for this Church.

Following the history of the Church, we learn from
an entry at the end of the Register-book by

"
George

Steere, parson of Newdigate
"

(a good old term), that

the chancel was ceiled at his charges in 1614. Also that

The pulpit was made set up in y
e
place where it now standeth

An : Dom : 1626 T, The Church was seeled trimed An : Dom :

1627 by y
e beneuolence of well disposed people.

The pulpit is, no doubt, that which still remains in

the north-east angle of the nave.

The gallery, which covers the west end of the nave,
bears on its front the inscription :

THIS GALLERIE WAS BVILDED BY HENHY NICHOLSON
GENT. ANNO DOM.

and there is a corroborative entry in the Register
-

The gallerie at y
e west-ende of y

e Church was builded furnished

with seates An : Dom : 1627 at y
e costes of M>- Henrie Nicholson

Gent.

The gallery is a fair specimen of the date. Its removal
aas lately been suggested ; but although galleries, gene-
'ally, are objectionable, there may be doubt whether this

me might not well be retained, even for its own sake,
,nd without considering other alterations, much more
erious, archseologically, which might be involved. Ex-

1 " Church Inventories," edited by Mr. Tyssen, in the Collections of
us Society, vol. iv. p. 175.
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amples of the carving in front of the gallery are given
in the woodcuts at the end of the sections relating
to the Church, the Eectors, and the Registers.

Evidently occasioned by the alterations which Mr.

Steere has recorded was another, which he enters thus :

The two new windowes y
e one against y

e
pulpit, y

e other against y
e

gallerie were set up An . Dom : 1627 at y
e
charges of y

e In-

habitants C others together vsing land in y
e
parish.

GEORGE STEERE, Parson.

EDMUND WALTER EDWARD GARDENER, Churchwardens.

These are plain dormer, or garret windows of no par-
ticular character.

The Communion-table may be of about this date. It

is perfectly plain, nearly square, and very small.

The porch and vestry, built of brick early in the

eighteenth century, are as plain and unpretending as

possible. The font, very likely, may be of the same

date, and is only fit for a sundial- stand.

In the vestry is an old chest hollowed (like Robinson
Crusoe's canoe) out of a solid log ; probably, it is not of

very high antiquity, but it aftbrds no means of deter-

mining its date.

Finally, something was done towards improving the

appearance of the building by a curate in charge, who
wrote in the Register-book that

The parish church was repaired f partly restored A.D. 1859-60 by
SAML

. M. MAYHEW, Curate.

But this step appears not to have met with the approval
of the Rector, who, upon his return (as we may suppose),
makes the further note,

by his own authority, i.e. without f contrary to the sanction of

the churchwardens,
ARTHUR LEYDON, Hector.

The work referred to seems to have been chiefly the

filling of several of the windows with pattern-glass, in

small panes of very various designs, but so ingeniously

arranged that the general effect is bright, and not

unsuccessful.
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The inventory of the Church goods, taken on the 17th

May, 1553, being the seventh year of King Edward VI.,
1

states that there were delivered to the wardens (Richard
Misbroke and Edmond Tydi) a chalice weighing 7-J- oz.,

and a cope of crimson damask for the Communion-table.

There remained in charge of the Commissioners to the

king's use, four bells in the steeple and a sacring bell.

There had been previously sold copper gilt, weighing
3J lb., for 20d., and 11 Ib. of brass and latten for

22d. All the rest of the ornaments were sold for 10s.

There was received, in ready money to the king's use,

30s. 10d., and also twelve rings of silver, weighing
If oz. The more one looks to these inventories, the

more one is struck with the miserable meanness of these

sacrilegious transactions.

But, one sepulchral nlemorial of any great antiquity
remains : it is the matrix of the brass of a medium-sized

military effigy of the Camail period, and the slab, still

containing a shield with the Newdegate arms, lies in the

centre of the nave floor. Very likely the brass was reft

from its slab and included in the 11 lb. weight of brass

and latteii sold by the Commissioners at 2d. a pound.
There is in the chancel floor, near the priest's door, a

little brass plate with this inscription, headed by a skull

and cross-bones :

HERE LIETH Y E BODY OF JOANE DAVGHTER OP THOMAS SMALLPEECE
& LATE YE WIFE OF GEORGE SlEERE PARSON OF THIS PARISH.

SHEE DIED DEC. 7. AN. DOM. 1634 & EXPECTETH A BLESSED
RESVRECTION.

Her burial, on the 10th December, is recorded in the

Register-book.
Towards the south-west of the nave pavement, under

a stove, is a slab, which, from the few letters still legible,
is evidently the memorial mentioned by Aubrey

2
as a

rough, free gravestone at the west end, with the inscrip-

1 "Church Inventories," Surrey Archaeological Collection*, vol. iv;

>. 175.
2
Aubrey, vol. iv. p. 264.
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tion in capitals (i.
e. Roman letters)

" Thomas Budgen
obiit primo die Septembris 167l

" l

PANELLING IN GALLERY- FRONT.

THE RECTORS.
The early Rectors of Newdegate do not seem to have

won for themselves any special position ; but we may
fairly conclude that, confined to their own secluded

sphere of usefulness, their duty was usefully performed.
The Parish Register furnishes a testimonial, in the fact

of its containing very few records of immorality.
The earliest Rector of whom we find mention was one

Matthew Bell, who was instituted as Rector in 1313.

On the 19th March, 1488-9, William Goldesmyth was
instituted to the Rectory; and on the 17th October fol-

lowing a clerk of the same name was instituted to the

Rectory of St. Benet Sherehog, London,
2 and both

livings being in the presentation of the Priory and
Convent of St. Mary Overee, we may fairly conclude

that it was the same individual who received the two

appointments.
"We may next refer to a second Matthew Bell, who

was instituted to this living on 25th October, 1507. He
appears to have been active and popular, for we find his

name mentioned in the Wills of several of his parish-
ioners. He was a witness to the Will of Thomas Newde-

gate in 1516 ;

3
to that of Thomas Symonds in 1520 ;

4 to

1 John and William Budgen, Fellows of Trinity College, Cambridge,
were trustees under the will, dated in 1661, of George Steere, the

Rector, and the former was an attesting witness to a codicil in the

following year.
2 Newcourt's Repertorium, vol. i. p. 304.
8
ArcMeaconry of Surrey, p. 110, Matthewe. 4

Ibid., 141, do.
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the Will of J. Wallar in the following year;
1 and to that

of Richard Bell in 1533. 3 In the same year he was

appointed overseer of the Will of Alice Newdegate.
3

From the Register it appears that John Morgan,
parson of Newdegate, was buried on 30th July, 1576,
which supplies a new name to the list of Rectors, for the

Bishops' Register of institutions mentions none between

Henry George, 8th May, 1554, and "William Lawe, 9th

August, 1576. The latter was buried, as appears by the

Parish Register, on the 8th January, 1593, and his wife

(so described, not widow) was buried 16th February,
1598.

The only other Rector, within the period of archaeology,
of whom we find any mention worth recording here, is

George Steere. It appears, by a letter of his own,
4 he

was admitted Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, in

June, 1599 ; by the Bishop's Registers, that he was in-

stituted Rector of Newdegate 20th March, 1609-10 ;

and by the Burial Register it appears that he was buried

at Newdegate on 15th January, 1662 : therefore, sup-

posing he obtained his Fellowship at the early age of

twenty-two, he must have attained the age of eighty-
four years at the time of his decease. It may be re-

marked that one Bonwicke was Rector here in 1660 ;

so that Steere may have resigned in consequence of old

age ; but the Bishop's Registers, from 1643 to 1664, are

wanting ; and, in fact, there would have been no eccle-

siastically legal presentation after about the year 1643,
until the restoration of Church and King in 1660.

George Steere was a liberal benefactor to the parish.
His will, which is very lengthy and written with his own
hand, is dated 1st November, 1661, and commences
with a pious expression of faith and hope. He describes

himself as being
" of indifferent good health of body,

and of sound mind and perfect remembrance," for which
he gives most humble and hearty thanks and praise.
He leaves to the parish of Newdegate, for ever, a school-

1
Archdeaconry of Surrey, p. 161, Matthewe.

2
Ibid., 69, Herts. 3

Ibid., 75, do.
4
Manning and Bray, vol. ii. p. 178.
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house which he had built upon part of his land, called
"
Clarks,"

" for the teaching of younge persons at and
in the said schoolhouse, and not for a place of habitation

for any persons or person," and to be maintained by the

parish for such use ; and he charges his other lands

with an "annual payment of 6. 3 3s. 4d. for " the

catechizing, teaching, and instruction in reading, write-

ing and other good Learning, from time to time, succes-

sively, for ever, of foure young persons borne in the said

parish, sonnes of godly poore parents, and that free

from any other demands for such their teaching and
instruction." By some transposition of investment, the

endowment now amounts to 15 per annum, and eighteen

boys are taught.
The testator left four messuages in the town of Lewes,

to the inhabitants of that town for ever (charged with

some small life annuities) for the maintenance and educa-

tion of a fit person, the son of poor godly parents in or

near the town (" especially the sonne of a godly poore
minister who hath truly laboured and endeavoured to

winne soules "), at Cambridge or Oxford for four years,
and others in succession in perpetuity ; the choice to be
made by the chief officers, and four others of the most
able inhabitants.

He further charges his messuages and lands, called

Blackbrookeland and Scharnehooke, at Dorking, with
10 per annum in perpetuity, for the maintenance of

one young person at Trinity College, Cambridge, the

choice, upon examination, to rest with the ministers for

the time being, of Eusper, Ockley, Newdegate, and

Dorking, selecting a candidate in Newdegate in prefer-
ence ; and, if none there suitable, then some one within

a compass of fifteen miles round.

After a number of small legacies, he leaves the whole
residue of his property to his wife. By a codicil, made

very shortly before his death, he wishes that his
"
loving friend, Mr. Jonathan Westwood, of Capell, to

have the teaching of the school at Newdegate, and the

Stypent."
The Will and codicil were proved 19th August, 1662,
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by Sarah, the widow, the sole executrix ; and according
to his express wish they were, after registration and col-

lation by the registrar and a notary public, returned to

her. 1

In describing the boundary of "
Clarks," there is men-

tion of its abutting on one side upon land belonging to

Trinity College, Cambridge. This was evidently a pasture
called "

Moreland," or a tenement called
"
Horslande,"

with an inclosure of sixty acres, granted for a long term

by the King to Sir Edward Aston, knight,
2 and by him

conveyed to the College ;

3 the payment of xxvj
3

j
d
, com-

position, appears in the following year's
" Ministers'

Accounts." 4

Joane, the rector's wife, was the daughter of Thomas

Smallpeece, and the marriage was celebrated in the

church of St. Saviour's, Southwark, on 17th April, 1611.

She died 7th December, 1634, as appears by a small in-

scription in brass in the chancel floor, near the priest's

doorway ; and was buried on the 10th December,
as we learn from the Parish Register, which also informs

us that on the 13th May, 1639, the Rector consoled him-

self by a marriage with Sarah, widow of John Bristow,
late Rector of Charlwood : the ceremony took place at

the church of Lindfield, Sussex.

John Bonwicke, who succeeded Steere, was Rector in

1 6GO. He made this note in the Register-book :

1661. My Bro. Benjamin Bonwick of Reigate Gent. Marie Relict

ofWm Woodman of y
e same pish were married May 9 1661.

He also notes the birth, at Betchworth Castle, on the

7th, and baptism on the llth September, 1661, of Phi-

lippa, daughter of George Bonwicke, Esq., and the Lady
Elizabeth, his wife. He was instituted to Mickleham

Rectory on 23rd June, 1669,
5 which he held for twenty-

nine years, and died 3rd November, 1698, being on the

same day of the year as that of his birth seventy-six

1
Prerogative Court, 104 Laud, 34 Hen. VI IT.

2
Augmentation Office, Land Revenue Grants. 3 Id.

4 Land Revenue, Ministers' Accounts, 35 Hen. VIII., 757.
''

Manning and Bray, vol. ii. p. 661.
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years previously, and is commemorated by a gravestone
there. Whether he resigned Newdegate on receiving
the fresh appointment does no clearly appear. He had a

daughter named Philippa, baptized on 1st August,
1662, and a son, named Augustine, baptized 4th January,
1665.

The early entries in the Register-book up to 1580-1
are signed by William Faggar, Curate, jointly with the

churchwardens. One of the entries refers to the burial

of Edward Hill, minister, on 30th July, 1627.

The notes of collections in 1670 are signed at the foot

by John Salt, Curate, Cler
3 -

; 1675 and 1679, Edward
Richards ; 1682, Richard Digweed, Cler"', who also makes
this curious entry :

Charles Sonn of Robert Harden was baptized March y
e 17 th

IGSf
Richard Digweed then Curate and wittness to y

e said Charles

with. Joh : Mersh Churchwarden and Mrs Crudon midwife.

Annoq} Domini 168|.

1688, Isaac Edge, Curate ; 1690, F. Caryll, Curate ;

1690-1, William Colbron, Curate, whose son John, by
his wife Jane, we learn from the Register, was buried in

March, 1699.

There is an entry in 1692, of the birth on the 18th

April, and baptism on the 3rd May, of Elizabeth, daughter
of William Colbron, Curate, and Jane, his wife; in 1693,
of the birth on 2nd, and baptism on 27th February, of

their daughter Rhoda; and on 28th February, 1695,
of the birth of their son John, who, we subsequently
learn, was buried on the 31st March, 1699.

From the Wills of some of the Newdegate family, re-

ferred to in Manning and Bray,
1
it appears that there

was anciently a chapel dedicated to St. Margaret, in the

churchyard of Newdegate. Thomas Newdegate, in

1482, desires to be buried in this chapel ; and it is men-
tioned in the Wills of his son and grandson, both named
Thomas, and under the dates 1516 and 1520 respect-

1

Manning and Bray, vol. ii. pp. 172 and 176. The work omits to

state where these Wills are preserved, and they are not to be met with in

the Ecclesiastical registries.
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ively. The expression "in the churchyard," could

scarcely be construed by the loosest ordinary interpre-
tation to mean a chapel forming part of the church ; and
the chapel which formed the east end of the aisle be-

longed not to the Newdegate family, but to the owners
of Cudworth. Aubrey, whose work was published in

1719, says, in a sort of general way,
1 that it was pulled

down by one of the family; and Salmon, in 1736, says
the same. 2 The chantry rolls and account of sales at

the time of the Reformation, contain no mention of such
a chapel or chantry, so that its destruction probably
occurred before that period.

XX JT X X

PANELLING IN GALLERY-FRONT,

THE REGISTERS.

We now turn to the Register-books. The first volume
contains the record of burials beginning in 1559, bap-
tisms in 1560, and marriages in 1565, as it were, revers-

ing the usual order of events ; but it is evidently a

transcript, as usual, made from the more or less imper-
fect remains of the earlier entries, and seems to have
been written in the year 1607, as the volume is endorsed
with that date and the names of the churchwardens ; it

was probably written by William Faggar, who, with

them, signs at the foot of the two first pages, as though

1

Aubrey, vol. iv. p. 262.

VOL. VI.

Salmon, p. 74.

V
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in verification of their correctness as copies. It is evi-

dently imperfect, for of baptisms in the first year there

are but two; and in the years 1563 and 1564 it states

"nothing found." There is but one marriage recorded
in the first year, but two in 1566, and only seven in the

next nine years. It states that four pages, containing
the record of such events in 1580 and 1581, were tran-

scribed from an ancient writing in 1612 ; and as to the

years 1593, 1595, 1597, and 1598, "no weddings;"
but perhaps none were solemnized, as we find explicitly
stated in some subsequent years ; e.g.,

" No marriage
solemnized in this Parish Church in y

e

yere of our Ld

God 1662 ;" and the same is recorded of the year
1705.

As is so usually the case, the Register itself is not

much more than a bare record of names and dates ; and
the names being, with the exception of the Newdegates,
and perhaps one may add, the Budgens, those of persons

undistinguished, and, indeed, unknown, except in their

own neighbourhood and at their own period, the

Register does not need any very lengthy notice. There
is no indication of the ecclesiastical system being over-

whelmed by the Puritans at the time of the Common-
wealth ; no Civil Registrar appears to have been

appointed, nor is there any mention of the publication
of marriages, or their celebration before a magistrate ;

but in one case, in 1653, it mentions the presence of the

parents of both parties, thus :

1653. Henrie Steere of Newdigate C Elizabeth Lucas of Micklam
were marled Jul. 13, 1653, y

e
parents of both Parties being

present at their marriage giving their consent.

There are but few Christian names indicating a Puritan

tendency, such as Christian, Bethsabe, Moyses, Ephraim,
Grace, Sullamon, and Erasmus, which do occur; of

uncommon Christian names may be noted, Adriane,

Connias, and Freweson or Frusan, all females ; and

Hendry (not infrequent), and Walsingham (in four dif-

ferent families between 1580 and 1602), males. The
name Christopher is quite unusually frequent in the
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latter half of the seventeenth century; and one can

scarcely fail to connect it with the painting which
formed so prominent a decoration of the Church.

Newdegate appears to have been a favourite place at

which to be married. In the last quarter of the seven-

teenth century (at which time it was here very usual to

add the parish of the bridegroom and bride) weddings of

persons, neither of whom were residents in this parish,
were frequent.
The loyalty of John Bonwick (then Kector) crops out

in a note of the coronation :

Annoqfc Regis sereniss. Caroli 3d1
,
12mo King Charles y

e Second was
Crown'd at "Westminsf Die Ss Georgii, Aprilis 23 Anno dni
1661 ; whom God graunt long to reigne.

One would think he felt a relief to indulge in the learned

tongue without fearing a cry from some Koundhead suc-

cessor of Cade: 1

Away with him, away with him ! he speaks Latin.

The entries relating to rectors and curates we have

already adverted to.

There are, of course, a series of entries relating to

members of the ISTewdegate family, beginning with the

baptism of Ffines, daughter of Thomas Newdigat, in

November, 1560 (which is the second entry in the book),
and to which Mr. Nichols refers in his Paper upon the

Newdegate family (ante, p. 265) : many of these entries

have been traced over with ink for the sake of pre-
servation where the writing was becoming faint.

Beside that family and the Budgens, there is but one

entry relating to any person bearing a title, and that

owes its position to personal friendship. The entry is

as follows :

Margaret Daughter of my mo. hond. Friends Benefact. Colonell

Adam Browne y
e Lady Philippa his wife was Borne att

Betchworth Castle Dec"3 18 Baptized theere (in Test. Scti

Steph
1 Protomartis

)
26 Decembris Anno dni 1661.

Jon 3
. BONWICKE.

1 2nd part Henry VI., act iv. scene 7.

u 2
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Sir Adam Browne, of Betchworth, Bart.,
1 was member

of Parliament for Surrey ; his wife was the daughter of

Sir John Cooper, of Wimbourn, Dorset, Bart. They
had one son, who died unmarried in 1688, and an only

daughter and heiress. On the death of Sir Adam in

1690, the baronetcy became extinct. Lady Browne
survived, and died 20th May, 1701, aged 77, and
is commemorated by an inscription in Mickleham
Church. 2

Of the surnames, a larger proportion than usual are

uncommon such as Ashefold, Bozyer or Bosier, Broum-

field, Catland, Chownings, Cypress, Dill, Drakeford,

Edome, Gryffin, Harryden, Hichest, Isemonger, Jakman,

Kewington, Labye, Lowedell, Machin, Palucke, Richbell,

Ridams or Rodams, Smallpeece, Velvecke, Wigglesworth,
and Yarner ; but all of these are now extinct in the

parish ; and a less number which remain in the parish
or neighbouring district such as Burstow, Elliot,

Evered, Larken, Naldret or ISIalder, Napper, Quidding-
ton, Snelling, Worsfield, and Woodyer.

3 Bristow or

Burstow, Misbroke, and some others, are simply names
of neighbouring localities.

Of nonconformists there are extremely few noted. In
1696 is the entry of birth on 8th July of a female child

of Robert Ede, a dissenter ; on 28th November in the

following year, of a male child of Thomas Houndsom, a

Quaker ; and in 1701 is noted the burial, at Reigate, of

the same Thomas Houndsom, Quaker. In the same

year it states that Henry Wheeler, labourer, a Quaker,
died here, and was buried at Capel.

In 1660 is recorded the marriage of Robert Tailour,

aged 72 years, with Agnes Foster, aged 70.

Among the miscellaneous memoranda at the end of

the book, such as those relating to the alterations in the

Church, and to the boundary question, we may add the

list of collections so frequently thus preserved. Thus,

1 His name does not appear in the Army Lists of the Roundheads
and Cavaliers in 1 642, edited by Mr. Peacock.

2
Manning and Bray, vol. ii. p. 661.

8 I am indebted to the Rector for this information.



ITS RECTORS AND REGISTERS. 291

in 1670, there was collected 5. 10s. lOd. "
upon a Brief

for y
e

redemption of a great number of Slaves taken

by Turkish Pirates." In 1686 was a collection for

French Protestants; and in 1691 one for Irish Protest-

ants, produced eight shillings. Most usually, however,
the collections were for the benefit of sufferers by fire

(there were then no insurance companies), and for the

repair of churches. A house-to-house collection for

the town of New Alresford, Hants, in 1690, realized

1. 9s. 9d. From 1691 there is no entry until 1857,
when a collection for the benefit of the sufferers by the

Indian Mutiny produced 1. 7s. 7d.

There is also a note that George . . . .
, of the parish

of Newdegate, single man, in the service of Mrs. Glover,

"wanting y
e feare of God," "did hang himself in her

barne."

The Eectory House is a small, low building, situated

to the eastward of the Church ; on one of its beams is

cut AN DO 1619 SEP 10 ; and a quarry in the window is

represented below.

STAINED GLASS QUARRY AT THE RECTORY.

One-third scale.

In conclusion, I have to acknowledge with best thanks

the kind courtesy of the Rev. Lancelot S.* Kennedy,
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M.A., the Eector, by whom every facility and assist-

ance have been rendered. The Society is again indebted

to Ralph Nevill, Esq., for the anastatic drawings with
which this Paper is illustrated; viz., the picturesque
exterior view of the Church and the elaborately pre-

pared sections and plans of the timber tower.

PANELLING IN GALLERY-FRONT.


