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WHEN the definitive history of Claremont comes to be written

account will have to be taken of the Clive MSS. formerly at

Powis Castle and now at the National Library of Wales in

Aberystwyth. Dating from 1769 to 1787 they consist mainly of

accounts, together with memoranda on the dispute between
Lancelot Brown and Robert Clive's executors. The costs (both

actual and estimated) of running the estate are set out, and so are

the various changes of plan which took place between architect and
cUent.

It is well known that the first Lord Clive left India in 1767, and in

the following year bought the old house of Claremont in Esher from
the Duchess of Newcastle. His family home was Styche near

Market Drayton in Shropshire, and here he was born in 1725. In

1753 he married Margaret Maskelyne, sister of the astronomer, and
in 1754 was bom their son and heir Edward, later to marry the

daughter and heiress of the Earl of Powis, being made Earl of Powis
himself in 1804. In 1760 Robert Chve bought Oakley Park, Shrop-

shire, for settlement on his wife, and a third Shropshire home was
Walcot, built by Sir William Chambers after 1763. The London
house was 45 Berkeley Square, acquired in 1760. All these houses

are still standing, as is the new Claremont, which was begun in 1769

by Lancelot Brown, who says he was entrusted by Lord Clive not

only in making the designs but also with the execution of all the

works.

When Robert Clive died in 1774 the new house was still unfinished,

and Brown had to face criticism from the executors for departing

from the plans shown in the contract. The alterations had apparent-

ly been made informally on verbal instructions from the client, and
now there was nothing in writing to substantiate them. The old

Claremont which Vanbrugh built for the Duke of Newcastle lay on
the lower ground in front of the present house, and from it Brown
removed bricks for the new building. In addition, about a million

and a half new bricks were made in the park in two years, and this

involved making good six acres of ground, filling in two acres of pits

and holes, at a cost of £100. Two domes were omitted from the plans

at the request of the client, and the steps under the portico were
made less steep. The marble pavement in the hall was to have been
plain, but the plan was altered 'at the request,' says Brown, 'of

Lord CUve at the time his Lordship went to see the pavement in the

Hall at Sion House.' Westmorland slates were taken from the old

house, and it is then that Henry Holland would have started work
on the interior. We read of 'Board of Mr. Holland at 10s.6d. a week.'
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Chimneypieces were brought from the old house to the upper storey

of the new one, and paper was hung by Messrs. Bromwich, Isherwood
and Bradley. Brown says that 'additional expense was occasioned

by the introduction of Mr Rebecca, French architects, carvers, etc'

The work of Biagio Rebecca does not seem to have been a success,

and we read of 'Making stages and steps for Mr Rebecca and pre-

paring and fixing straining frames, and assisting to take down and
remove the paintings, £2^ 8s. Id.' There is another entry for

Stucco Work and other Enrichments to Cielings and Walls . . .

as per Workmens Bills

Mr. Rose's BilP /1,239
Mr. Clarke's do. ^83
Mr. Cosway 12A
Watridge, Painter IX'dS

Moulds /30
Bracketting and battoning £(yQ

Could it be that Richard Cosway had made a miniature for a

fireplace?

Messrs. Say and Kay made curtains and bed lining, and Mayhew
and Ince provided a carpet and a night table. In 1771-2 the furniture

at Claremont, valued at its original cost, came to £1,2QA 0s.9|d., and
the last entry about it is in 1787 when 9s.6d. was paid for Taper,

Cord, and Sundries used in packing up the Furniture.'

The grounds seem to have been as well furnished as the house, and
here is a list of

Articles which the Dutchess of Newcastle gives up to My Lord Clive

without any Consideration or Valuation.

The Pine Apples and Crops of Fruit of all kinds, and the Crop of the

Kitchen Garden

The Flowers of all kinds in the two Flower Gardens
The Ice in the Ice House
The White Ducks
The Wild Ducks
Moscovy Ducks
Brand Geese
Chinese Geese
Wild Turkeys in the Park
The Fish in all the Ponds and Waters

Immediately after Robert CUve's death in 1774 the following

menagerie was in the park

Foreign Animals

Beasts
A Zebra and Foal
2 Small Cows
2 Spotted Deer
2 Antilopes
6 Hog Deer
1 African Bull\ .^^ y,\„^^r^^„„ ^ > very troublesome
7 Goats /
A Deer Cart

;^105

1 Clive may have admired Joseph Rose's stucco wall panels above the marble

floor at Sj'on.
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Birds
28 Cape Geese
12 White Spanish Do.
2 Poland Do.
2 Swans
3 Newfoundland Geese

26 Ducks of the Wild Sort
2 Summer Drakes
6 Turkeys, 2 Guinea Fowls
2 Chinese pencil'd Pheasants
2 Pea Fowls
5 Curaso Birds

Two years after this inventory 12s. was paid for 'Three horses and
2 Men 1 day carrying and pitching wattles, to part off a piece of

Grass for the Zebra.' In that year 'The running and Grazing of the

Young Zebra' cost 3s. a week. In 1777 £18 8s.6d. was spent on 'the

Young Zebra being sent into Shropshire,' and a wild boar followed

some years later.

The inventory of 1774 lists the usual stock of a farm, with its cows,

pigs, and poultry, six cart horses, one 'Jobb Horse,' and four work-
ing oxen, while the 200 sheep had 12 acres of turnips and 15 acres of

rye growing for their feed in the park and at Winterdown. There
were two she-asses and foals, perhaps new acquisitions, since in the

previous year three guineas was spent on a 'Milch Ass 12 Weeks for

Mr. Parkers Children by order of Lady Chve.' Mr. William Parker
was described as the agent or steward at Claremont. In 1771-2 is an
item for 'J. Wood. 3 weeks Asses Milk for Young Ladies. 15s.' The
young ladies may have been Robert CUve's daughters Rebecca and
Charlotte, whose portraits by Romney are at Powis Castle. Oxen
were brought from Petworth, and an ox carter was enquired for in

that neighbourhood. Sheep were sent from Walcot, and their fat

sold to Mr. Ranyard, who is known to have been a tallow chandler

in Kingston market place. Cows and heifers were bought at fairs

at Kingston, Cobham, Walton, and Esher. In 1771-2 733 eggs were
sold at 6s. a 100. In 1786-7 the fate of one cart horse, valued at £Q,

was to be 'sent to Lord Powis's Mines.' Returning to 1774 we read

of a dozen riding or driving horses, including Lady Clive's two
curricle ponies about ten years old. These latter were to be reserved,

as were Lady Clive's grey double horse seven years old, and the grey
gelding and grey mare of Lord Clive. In the stables were 'A Chesnut
Gelding 7 Years old given Lady Chve by Mr. Maskelain,' and also

'Miss Ducarills Mare Seven Years old.' In 1780 we read of 'Lord
Clive's crop Mare to the Stud at Hampton Court. £\ Is.Od.' No
dogs are listed, but in 1778 horseflesh was bought for them, and in

the previous year messages were sent 'to Walton, Cobham, etc.

about the lost hound and crying.'

Fishing was another amusement, and a guinea was paid 'for

Fishing Tackle to Lord Clive.' In the pleasure grounds were '1

Pleasure Boat, 1 Bo. Mr. Chves, a fishing Chair on Wheels,' and
fishing nets. The latter remind us of the utilitarian side of fishing,

before dogcarts traversed the Portsmouth road with fish from the

sea. A dragnet, 40 yards long, was bought for £6 in 1778, and there
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were bills for bread, cheese, and beer for men fishing the River Mole
and 'the great Pond on Common,' presumably the Black Pond. In

1778 we read of "1 Horses 2 days carrying Netts to the great Pond
on common bringing away Fish from Do. ;^0 6s.Od.' 'The Cart and
horse with 2 Men 1 day fishing in the River. £0 6s.Od.' 'A Horse
and two Men 1 day fishing at West End. ;^0 6s.Od.' 'Cart and horse

with Man 2 joumej^s to Sutton Common perhaps near Guildford'] for

Fish and carryed to the Pond on Common. £0 5s.0d.' Two bushels

of grain were bought for the fish in the Stew, and 10s. was paid for

'Carriage of Fish from the Ponds to the waterside at Ditton.' In

1778 Henry Parkhurst supplied 1,000 store fish for £1 lOs.Od., and
500 roach, dace, and gudgeon for 6s. In the summer of 1786 James
Ruff received £3 5s.0d. for 48 tench put in the Laundry Pond, and

;^5 12s.6d. for 100 perch for the Bason Ponds. Apparently geese

were kept at the Bason, because in 1778 a bushel of grain was bought
for them at 2s.6d.

As we have observed in S/<rrgV^.C. LIX (1962), 91-2, water for the

house came from ponds in the Duke of Newcastle's time, and now in

1780 is an entry for 'Horses, Carts and Labourers at sundry times

with the Engine forcing the Pipes on the Common for Water, etc.,

etc. £1 lls.6d.' Another use for the ponds was for ice, and in

1772-3 we read of 'the Teams employd in getting Ice for the Ice

House,' and of 'Straw 2 Loads to the Ice Hou.se. £3.' Thatching by
James Nutley cost 16s.8d., and another payment was for salt.

Coming to the garden we find in 1784 'George Otway making
laurel Caverns in P. Ground.' In 1771-2 we read of no less than

/177 10s.7d. worth of 'Melons, Fruit and Garden Stuff sent as

presents to sundry Persons.' (In the same year R. Baker was paid

ten guineas 'for two Fatt Bucks given as presents to the Gentlemen
of Esher,' while the poor of Esher recei\'ed two fat oxen weighing

272 stone and valued at ;f34.) In the kitchen garden were '2 large

Hampers for carrying Garden Stuff to London,' and '3 headload

Baskets.' Doubtless the town house was well supplied, and certainly

in 1778 surplus produce was sold at Covent Garden. More than once

the Berkeley Square residence received 'Bottles of Jessops Wells

Water' at 6d. a bottle, a powerful potion from the well in the woods
near Fairoak Lane, Oxshott. 'Expences with Waggon and horses to

London with Hay, etc.,' amounted to three guineas in 1778. The
route over Hampton Court Bridge was commonly used. At another

time 10| loads of hay were conveyed from Ditton to London
(presumably by water) at 5s. a load. The carrier was John Smith,

who also brought '42 chaldron of coal to Ditton from London at 3s.

per chaldron.' In 1777 'about 15 Chaldron of Coals consumed in the

Hothouse etc' cost £?>^. Mellon Mead or Melton Mead was a boggy
meadow of about four acres, adjoining Watervill Esher Common at

the end of Hare Lane, where peat was cut for use in the hothouses

and for burning to ash for manure. The peat was cut yearly in

regular straight pits, the quantity not exceeding 60 loads of 40
bushels each. Candles were bought for the kitchen garden from

John Biddle. The staff included laundry maids, and payment was
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made for the carriage of linen to and from London. 'Pails and Tubs
bought at Leatherhead for Claremont house' cost £1 ls.4d. in 1780.

James Crouch (presumably the cooper of Cobham) was paid for

working on the brewery utensils, and for providing two well buckets

at 6s. each for the pleasure grounds. An odd item is 'John Baker for

old Tubs for fencing

—

£1 3s.Od.'

Diversion of the Portsmouth road was in progress in 1771-2, with

'Carts and Horses employ'd in moving Earth to the new Road,

Cutting thro' the Hill, etc. £33 14s.0d.' In 1773-4 'Carriage of

Gravell to the New Road, Mens time Spreading Do., etc' cost

£58 Is.Od. WilUam Griffin received a guinea a year for 'keeping the

new road in repair' and 'looking after the banks,' and additional

expense was incurred in carting away fallen sand. Finally in 1778 it

cost £2 5s.0d. for '4 Horses and 2 Men 3 days bringing away Gravell

from the old Portsmouth road to the road that leads to the Archway
at new house.' Another public work comes under the heading of

'Works and Repairs' in 1773-4: 'Wm. Price for the Engine to drive

the Piles at Esher Bridge. £7 Os.Od.'

Women were employed to keep the park tidy by picking up sticks

and weeding, and men were paid as watchers. They sometimes

caught a poacher. In 1785 five guineas were given 'to the Subscrip-

tion for rewarding the Men that drove off the Thieves who were

robbing Hills house in Esher.' A molecatcher was employed, and
once a man was given 2s.6d. for catching an otter. Payment was
made for killing carrion crows at the Island Pond, and to 'Thos.

Corbet catching a hare and turning of her into Claremont Park.' In

1776 the com and grass consumed and damaged by hares, etc., was
estimated at £8.

Tabatha Woodman looked after the pew in the church, and was
supplied with mops and brooms. John Worsfold repaired the clocks

at the house. John Masters supplied 'a Morning Gown for Lord
Clive' at a cost of 18s. in 1786.

At the termination of the Clives's occupation it was proposed that

a man and woman servant should look after the house and furniture,

and that Thomas Barron, the present gardener, should keep the

pleasure grounds in order for £100 a year. The kitchen garden should

be let for £200 a year, and Mr. Parker should use the park as a farm.

Messages were sent to Mr. Christie (presumably the auctioneer), and
Messrs. Duckett and Inwood valued sundry articles, including the

farm utensils, hay, and corn, for Lord Galway (the next owner of

Claremont)

.

The following are all the Claremont items in the Schedule of Clive

MSS. and Papers (Second Series), 1954, in the National Library of

Wales.

Manuscript Volumes

68. 1769, LIST of the books as they came from
July. Westcombe removed to Claremont.

L»I^T of 3.cicirGSSGS

67. c. 1770. CATALOGUE of library with shelf numbers.
45. 1771-2. CLAREMONT Stated Account.
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Manuscript Volumes

46.

47.

66.

1772-3.
1773-4.

c. 1774.

1774-5.

10.

2.

41.

42.

3.




