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THE church consists of a nave, probably of the early twelfth

century with a north aisle added in the middle of the century,

a chancel and north chapel both built at the end of the same
century, a chapel on the south side of the nave added in the first

half of the fourteenth century, and a west tower of c. 1400. The
tower once carried a timber spire but this was lost in a fire in 1735.

Since that date repairs and restoration have been so extensive that

little of the medieval church remains untouched except the arcades

on the north side of the chancel and the nave. Most of the walls have
been refaced in modern Bargate stone and most of the present

windows are of Bath stone, all of 1861, a year when extensive work
was carried out through the generosity of the rector, W. A.

Duckworth, and with a legacy from the previous rector, T. W.
Richards. H. Woodyer was the architect.

Little is known of the early history of the church but drawings
made by Hassell 1824-1830, notes made by the Rev. Charles Kerry
who was curate from 1868 to 1876, and more recent notes collected

by G. B. Gosling, F.S.A., church-warden, provide a record of the

changes in ecclesiological taste that have taken place over the last

two centuries. The Hassell drawings are preserved in the church
and some are reproduced here by permission of the Rector and
Churchwardens (Plates XI and XH). The Kerry MSS. are pre-

served in the City Library at Derby where Kerry's ministry took
him after he left Puttenham, but copies on microfilm have been
deposited in the Surrey County Library at Kingston and in the

Guildford Borough Library. They include transcripts of church-
wardens' accounts, of which the originals have not survived.

Mr. Goshng's notes were printed c. 1951; the original MS. remains
in the parish and I am grateful to its custodians for permission to

consult it.

The Chancel has a modern east window ; it was put in to replace a
window of c. 1300 which was then moved to the east wall of the

north chapel. In the south wall are two modem windows and,
further west, a fifteenth-century window of three main hghts with
six tracery lights in a square head with a label with stops representing

a bishop and an angel ; the western light comes down lower than the
others and has a heavy iron grille (Plate XIII). The lower part of

this light was evidently designed to be closed by a hinged casement
or shutter instead of fixed glass, but the purpose of such a 'low-side'

window remains obscure. In the north wall a two-bay arcade opens
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into the north chapel; the arches are pointed, the pier circular with

moulded cap and base. The chancel arch was rebuilt with the rest

of the chancel.

The North Chapel has been the burying place of several famiUes

:

the Lushers through the sixteenth century, the Wyatts in the

seventeenth, the Parkers for a part of the eighteenth, and the

Sumners in the nineteenth. A brass to Francis Wyatt (1634) has

been reset on the north wall of the chapel. Richard Lusher, buried

here in the middle of the fifteenth century, directed that he should

be buried before the image of Our Lady and left land to the church

that the parson should say or sing yearly in the parish church of

Puttenham thirty masses and, on the Thursday before the Nativity

of Our Lady, 'Dirige and 'Placebo' for the repose of the souls of

himself Richard Lusher, and of his family. Dorothy, wife of Sir

Nicholas Lusher, died in 1604; she was one of the last of the Lushers

and it has been found that her body was laid in lime, probably

because she died of plague.

In the eighteenth century the chapel had fallen into disuse and
disrepair, and c. 1770 Thomas Parker agreed to repair and maintain

the chapel in return for the use of it as a family mausoleum. Exten-

sive work was then carried out : the upper part of the north wall was
rebuilt in brick with two new pointed windows which still survive

;

the east window was removed and replaced by a doorway to give

easy access from The Priory, the Parkers' house; in the west wall a

small doorway replaced the older archway into the north aisle and
in the western part of the chapel a vault was built, partly below

ground, with a new floor over it raised well above the general floor

level. Repairs were carried out in the nineteenth century by the

Sumners who then owned The Priory, and only in 1909 was respon-

sibiUty for the chapel returned to the parish by Mr. F. Smallpeice.

The east window preserves the form of the old east window of the

chancel that was moved here in 1910 but all the stonework has been

renewed. The Parkers' doorway in the east wall has disappeared and
a new doorway has been opened in the north wall; it is dated 1910.

The raised floor over the Parker vault has been lowered and the

archway to the north aisle reopened, but as reconstructed only a few

pieces of medieval stonework remain, in the south jamb.

The Nave has a small window west of the porch which has been

completely renewed but retains the small round-headed form of the

early twelfth century. The north arcade has four plain round arches

and round piers wdth scalloped capitals and moulded bases on plinths

•of varying heights. It appears from this variation that the floor

sloped up from west to east without steps at the chancel arch. The
•capital to the west pier differs from the others in having concave

iiuting; a similar treatment can also be seen at Compton. The small

archway east of the arcade is modern. The south doorway has a

moulded semicircular arch of c. 1200; the jamb-shafts have modern
capitals. East of the porch are two modem windows.
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The North Aisle, rather less than 7 feet wide, was restored in 1861

with a new north doorway and dormer windows.

The South Chapel has an original fourteenth-centur}^ window in

the east wall. In the south wall is a modern window which replaces

two square-headed, transomed windows, one above the other,

shown in Hassell's drawing. These windows suggest that the chapel
had a gallery erected here in the seventeenth century. A little

medieval window in the west wall has a single cinquefoiled light.

The organ was moved into this chapel in 1953.

The West Tower was built in c. 1400; the walls are of grey sand-
stone and have been repaired with red brick and tiles. There is a
stair turret at the south-east corner, refaced internally in brick, and
diagonal buttresses at the western comers. The arch opening into

the nave was completely restored in the nineteenth century. The
west door and the window over it are both entirely modern but
replace openings of a similar shape. In Hassell's time the original

window had been blocked, with a small window in the blocking.

The doorway below seems to have cut into the sill of the window and
was probably opened in the early sixteenth century. The windows
in the upper stages are modern but follow the design of those medi-
eval windows that still remained in 1861. At the top of the tower is

a modern stone parapet; after the fire of 1735 a brick parapet had
been built with a small classical cornice.

The South Porch was completely rebuilt in 1861.

The Roofs to the chancel, nave and north chapel are all of late

medieval trussed -rafter construction; that over the north chapel has
been reconstructed with a considerable quantity of new timber. The
roofs have tie-beams but no crown-posts.

FITTINGS AND FURNISHINGS

The Chancel contains few relics of the middle ages. Set in the
floor under the communion table is a stone altar slab, identifiable by
consecration crosses remaining on it; by the east respond of the
arcade is a single patterned tile, much worn, inlaid with a representa-
tion of a goat(?) ; and in the middle of the chancel floor is reset a brass
showing an ecclesiastic in his vestments with an inscription com-
memorating Edward Cranford, rector, who died in 1431 (Fig. 1).

On the sill of the south-west window is a brass plate in memory of

Henry Beedell, rector, who died in 1636 and Henry his son, also

rector, who died in 1692. The elder Henry bought the lands presented
to the church by Richard Lusher, which had been alienated, and
the younger Henry gave them back to the church.

In the early nineteenth century the communion table stood
behind rails of the Laudian period ; the rest of the chancel was bare
except for a small plain square font. In the later part of the century,
after the change in ecclesiological ideas introduced by the Cambridge
Camden Society in the 'forties, choir seats were put in the chancel
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Fig. 1.—PuTTENHAM Church. Brass in Chancel. Rubbing: A. A. Vivers.
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and brass altar rails were put up. The organ was moved into the

chancel in 1887 and was set back into the north chapel in 1910. The
present communion table was designed by the Rev. Charles Kerry
and made by Richard Pullen of Farnham, who also made the screen

at Farnham. The walls of the sanctuary are lined with modern
linenfold panelling and above are wall tablets to the Rev. James Hill

1803, to Mrs. Susanna Sumner 1865, to Richard Sumner 1798 and
Augustus Richard his infant son, to Samuel Cornish, Admiral of the

Red, 1816, and to Mary Cornish his widow 1825. On the south wall,

in a Gothic frame, is a tablet to Edward Pope 1855. In the floor

is a stone slab to Joanna Shrubb 1738, and Anne 1740, Jone 1774,

Ehzabeth 1786 and John 1794, her children.

The Nave. A new pulpit was erected in 1637, for which Mrs.

Timothy Wyatt gave 40s. In the eighteenth century the nave was
fitted with box pews and a west gallery; the Royal Arms were
painted over the chancel arch. A new pulpit was made in 1740, of

plain panelling with a sounding board above. In 1861 the nave was
completely refitted, with deal pews and oak lectern and pulpit, but
these were, in turn, replaced in the nineteen-thirties with new pews
and new choir seats, the latter facing each other, west of the chancel

arch and matching a new lectern and pulpit, with linenfold panels.

Of the gallery there is now no trace. In the floor is a large slab to

Sarah Pamela Debell and Maria Anne Moore, daughters of John
Peyton Debell, 1829, and Sarah his widow 1841.

The North Chapel has two floor-slabs with smaU brass inscription

plates, one to Richard Lussher and Ethelreda his wife, undated, with
indents for two figures, and one to Dorothy, daughter of John Hunt
and wife of Nicholas Lusher 1604. On the north wall is a brass plate

to Francis Wyatt 1634 and Timothy his wife, daughter of Ninian
BurreU of Cockfield, with a shield-of-arms of Wyatt impaling
Burrell, on a fesse between three boars' heads couped a lion passant
between two phaeons impaling a saltire between four leaves and on a

chief a lion's head erased between two battle-axes. The Burrells were
an old Northumbrian family. A table at the east end incorporates

the legs and frame of a Jacobean communion table from Shoreham,
Kent.

The North Aisle is lit by dormer windows of 1861. In the same
yeai a new organ was placed at the west end of the aisle with seats

in front of it for choir and school-children. Pre\dously there had
been an automatic barrel organ which replaced an instrumental
band including violins, viola, clarionette and bassoon. Above the
arcade is a wall-tablet to Esther BeUasis 1805.

The Tower contains six bells. Four new bells were cast in 1725 by
Thomas Lester of London and these were recast as five after the fire

of 1735 and hung in an oak frame which is dated 1740, with the
initials of the churchwardens Ralf Toft and William Christmas and
of the maker Jonathan Noble. In 1861 the five bells were recast by
Mears and Stainbank and a sixth added, the bell-frame being en-
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larged to accommodate it. Below the bell-chamber, the ringing

chamber has a frieze of pious inscriptions painted by Charies Kerry.

There are three Chests in the church; one is inscribed M I N 1705
and has a panelled front and a drawer below.

The Plate includes a cup of 1686, a paten of 1674, a paten of 1843,

a flagon of 1848 and modem pieces. There is also a brass almsdish

embossed with the Two Spies (Numbers xiii, 23) of a type exported
widely from South Germany in the sixteenth century.

The Stained Glass is all modem, the earliest being in the east

window of the north chapel, a thank offering given by Thomas
Watkin Richards, rector, in 1859, and designed by Hardman,
showing the Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension. Several other

windows in the church are also by Hardman.
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[a] PUTTENHAM CHURCH.
[Drawing by J. Hassell.
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{b) PUTTENHAM ChURCH.
[Drawing by J. Hassell.
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(a) PUTTENHAM ChL'RCH.
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Drawing by J. Hassell.
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(6) PUTTEXHAM ChURCH.
[Drawing by J. Hassell.



PLATE XII

[Photo: National Monuments Record.

PUTTENHAM ChURCH. ChANCEL WiNDOW.




