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CHARITY EDUCATION, 1732-1813

E arly  in the eighteenth century Weybridge had Tno P ap ists , no D issen ters , 
no school, no curate , no le c tu re r .’1 The R ector could have added, only a few 
sm all houses and the church. T here w ere 106 a c re s  in the common meadow, 
with seven a c re s  as church land, providing fo r re p a ir  of the church. The 
rem ainder of the common land was scrub and heath with no arab le  common 
fie ld s. T here w ere two la rge  esta tes , P o rtm o re  and Oatlands. The P o rt-  
m ore esta te  was owned by C harles Beau C olyear, 2nd E arl of P ortm ore  and 
descendant of C atherine Sedley and David C olyear. The la tte r  received  the 
title  from  W illiam  of Orange for his w ar se rv ice , and the esta te  by his 
m arriag e . The 9th E a rl of Lincoln lived at Oatlands j which he sold to 
F red erick , Duke of York in 1788. His land linked the p a rish es  of Weybridge 
and W alton-on-Tham es. E sta te s  at Walton w ere sm a lle r  than at W eybridge. 
Among them  w ere Ashley P ark , acquired by Viscount Shannon in 1728, and 
Burwood P a rk  owned, in 1739, by Thomas F red erick , wealthy London 
m erchant. Mount Felix , overlooking the Tham es, was purchased in 1740 by 
Samuel D icker, p rosperous Jam aican plantation owner. Against local oppo
sition  he secured  a p rivate  Act of P arliam ent to build a bridge over the 
r iv e r .2 This was opened in 1750, im proving com m unication and trade  and 
helping to encourage affluent Londoners to move to Walton. These had no 
roo ts in the p a rish  so w ere probably not enthusiastic about supporting the 
local poor. In W eybridge the wealthy p arish io n ers  w ere m ostly re tire d  
naval and arm y officers and charity  conscious lad ies, including the Duchess 
of York and the Countess of P o rtm ore . They w ere in sym pathy with the 
national in te re s t in the new in tellectual arid social fo rces  attem pting to 
solve the prob lem s of ignorance with C hristian  teaching. The g re a te s t of 
the national re lig ious societies for the refo rm ation  of m anners was the 
Society for Prom oting C hristian  Knowledge founded in 1698. Money was 
collected from  charitab le  donors and used to build and m aintain schools and 
pay for teach e rs . T here w ere also other people, who did not support the 
SPCK, but who endowed and founded C harity Schools. The Society issued  
o rd e rs  to school m as te rs  and m is tre s se s  ’to teach the true  spelling of 
w ords, make them  mind th e ir stops and bring them  to read  slowly and d is 
tinctly . That the children be taught to w rite a fa ir  hand with the grounds of 
a rithm etic  and that the g ir ls  be taught to knit th e ir  stockings and gloves, and 
to sew, mend th e ir  gloves, spin, or any o ther work used in the p laces where 
they like to f it them  for Service and A ppren ticesh ip .’ The teach ers  w ere to 
’make it th e ir  chief business to in struc t the children in the P rinc ip les  of the



C h ristian  Religion, as  p ro fessed  in the Church of England and laid  down in 
the Church C a tech ism .’ P a ren ts  w ere o rdered  to ’send th e ir child ren  to 
school constantly clean, w ashed and com b’d .’ They w ere w arned against 
’Mobs and begging for bonfire m oney’ and w ere asked not to com plain to the 
M aster or M istress  if th e ir child ren  w ere ’chastised  for th e ir  fau lts ’ so that 
the teach e rs  might not be ’d iscouraged in the perform ance of th e ir du ty .’3
T here w ere C harity  Schools at both Walton and W eybridge. The Sir F ran c is  
Drake C harity , Walton founded 1634 appears, however, to have lapsed, since
in 1910 the V icar of Walton w rote to the C harity  C om m ission asking fo r 
inform ation about i t . 4 The B oard of Education verified  D rake’s w ill,bu t 
could find no inform ation in school files  or other re levan t sou rces. Wey
bridge was m ore fortunate. The foundation of the E lizabeth Hopton school 
at W eybridge in 1732,5 was noted in a V estry  m inute. ’We whose nam es a re  
here to  subscribed  do as much as in us lie s  consent that M iss E lizabeth 
Hopton may enclose a piece of w asteground in Loomepit Lane in the said  
parish , sufficient whereon to e rec t a C harity  School for the education of 
poor ch ild ren .’6 This school was incorporated  into the Parochia l School in 
1813, so fulfilling the conditions of the will of C h arles Hopton whereby afte r 
the death of his s is te r  he ’gave to the v icar and churchw ardens of the p arish  
of W eybridge £100 tow ards the support of the C harity  School th ere  if any 
such should then be in the sa id  p a r is h .’7 This is  known as the C harles and 
E lizabeth Hopton School C harity  and ’the annual in te re s t of £ 5 (which has 
been since regu larly  paid by the parish ) is  applied to the education of 12 
poor children , which num ber a benefaction table in the church reco rd s  as 
the num ber p resc rib ed  by the d o no r.’8 No te a c h e r’s name is  recorded  until 
1793 when the V estry  ’agreed  that the child ren  in the workhouse be put to 
school and Thomas Simmons of the F re e  School has agreed  to take 
E . Drewett, Wm. Drewett, C harles and Wm. C a rr  and John C a rr  for one 
shilling p er week till  fu rth e r no tice’. Thom as Simmons w as the P a rish  and 
V estry  C lerk  as well as the schoolm aster from  1793 to 1813. When the 
C harity  School was absorbed into the parochial school in 1813 the V estry  
wanted to com pensate him so ’in consideration of the long and faithful 
se rv ice  of M r. Thom as Simmons in the offices of P a rish  and V estry  C lerk  
and as he is  now about to be deprived of the Em olum ents of the P arochial 
School which he has conducted for many y ears  with much c red it to him self 
have unanimously agreed to  in crease  the sa la ry  to £50 per annum including 
th ere in  all the qu arte rly  charges he has h itherto  been accustom ed to make 
on the P a rish . And as from  his advanced age, it is  na tu ra l for him  to wish 
fo r som e re tirem en t they read ily  dispense with h is fu rth e r  attendance at 
the publick functions of h is office and they a re  the m ore w illing to do as  his 
son-in-law  Mr Stephen P a rso n s  has kindly offered to  officiate fo r him  in 
th is  capacity g ra tis .’9
Walton V estry  was so absorbed in poor re lie f that th e re  was no mention of 
any school. C hildren w ere only m entioned if th e ir p aren ts  applied to the 
V estry  for ’clothes so that th e ir  sons or daughters may be app ren tices.’10 
T here  seem s to have been no Sunday School however, since in 1798 th ere  is  
a m ention of ’a lte ring  pews for ch ild ren .’11 This reflec ted  the late  18th



century national renew al of in te re s t in education, when the growing popula
tion  caused overcrow ding and c rim e  in creased . C hildren worked at home, 
on th e  land or in dom estic se rv ice  for s ix  days of the week and Sunday was 
the only day f re e  to give them  som e education. In 1785 the Sunday School 
Union was founded to  give help to those wishing to  open Sunday Schools 
following the p a tte rn  se t by R obert R aikes in G loucester.
In W eybridge in  1794 a Sunday School was s ta r ted  in two room s opposite 
the church. The child ren  w ere to ’attend school always on Sunday at 
9 o ’clock in the m ornings and a t 2 o ’clock in the afternoon d ressed  in as 
decent a m anner as th e ir  paren ts can affo rd .’12 W illiam  Hunter taught the 
boys and his m other the g ir ls . F or th is  they received  5s. C hildren over 
six  y ea rs  w ere adm itted to the school and at f i r s t  there  w ere 67 boys and 
34 g ir ls , a la rge  num ber to teach to read  and in s tru c t in catech ism  and the 
’f i r s t  rudim ents of th e ir  re lig io n .’13 The school was financed by su b sc rip 
tions ranging from  H er Royal Highness the Duchess of Y ork’s £10 through 
the E arl of P o rtm o re ’s two guineas to a M rs Moloy’s 7s 6d. P a r t  of the 
subscrip tion  money was used to a lte r  the ga lle ry  in the church fo r  the 
ch ild ren . W eybridge su b sc rib e rs  w ere generous and, at the end of 1796 
th e re  was a balance. It was voted to be given to those children ’who had 
been m ost diligent, in n ecessa ry  clothing to those in want, o r in som e u se 
ful a r tic le  to o th e rs .’14 T w enty-three boys received  shoes and stockings, 
and nineteen g ir ls  received  shaw ls. At W eybridge,both the C harity  and 
Sunday Schools w ere successful and the need fo r m ore education was not so 
obvious here as it was in the country as a whole.

THE PAROCHIAL SCHOOL, 1813-1870

T here was argum ent about the foundation of day schools. On the one side 
w ere those who w ere a fra id  of educating the m asses  and on the other 
ph ilan th ropists and educationalists. With thousands of child ren  to be educa
ted, and few buildings, the only money available cam e from  voluntary sub
sc rip tion s.
In the struggle fo r m ass education two men ^devised plans to solve the 
problem . Andrew Bell and Joseph L ancaster independently d iscovered that 
it  was possible to teach a num ber of fac ts  to older children which they could 
pass on to younger groups. One teacher with these ’m on ito rs’ could run a 
school for hundreds of children with little  expense. Unfortunately there  was 
dissension between the follow ers of the two men. The Church of England 
supported Bell, the N onconform ists L ancaster, and thus s ta r ted  the riv a lry  
which ham pered national education fo r many y e a rs . In 1808 the Royal 
L ancasterian  Society was form ed, the name la te r  being changed to the 
B ritish  and F oreign School Society, and these schools w ere called  B ritish  
Schools. The Church of England in 1811 form ed the National Society for 
Prom oting the Education of the Poor in the P rinc ip les  of the E stab lished 
Church following Dr B e ll’s plan and these schools becam e known as National 
Schools. Some parochial schools adopted the National system  before uniting 
with the Society. That th is was so in Walton and Weybridge is  shown by the



National Society’s reco rd s : Walton schools united about 1838 while ’the 
correspondence file for W eybridge only goes back to 1854.’15 T here was a 
sm all B ritish  School in W eybridge, but no reco rd s  a re  known to have 
survived.

Both National schools, however, w ere probably founded in 1813, one year 
a fte r the Bishop of W inchester c ircu la ted  a m em orandum  on the National 
Society. Even though Walton V estry  approved of the schem e, it was difficult 
to c a rry  out as the p a rish  lacked the re so u rce s  to do so. But in October 
1812 the V estry  m et to consider ’a m ost gracious intention of His Royal 
Highness the Duke of York to P a tron ise  and a s s is t  in the estab lishm ent of 
a School fo r the Education of the Infant Poor of the P a rish e s  of Walton and 
Weybridge in the Knowledge of the Bible etc. according to Dr B ells p la n . '.. 
but nothing can be done without exertion on the p a rt of the P a rish io n e rs  of 
W alton,’16 and reso lved  to accept His Royal H ighness’s patronage. To 
com plete the work, a com m ittee was form ed to c a rry  out the reso lu tions.
The Duke of York was patron, the V icar chairm an, with the local nobility as 
m em bers. The R ector of Weybridge and four p arish io n ers , two being 
churchw ardens, w ere a lso  included. T here is  no fu rth er mention of a school 
in the V estry  m inutes until in 1842 the lis t  of parochial constables includes 
W illiam  Glover (schoolm aster). A school did exist, however, as the National 
Society’s Annual R eport of 1814 reco rd s  that, though the National system  of 
education had been adopted by the school it had not been united to the Society. 
’A plot of land was legally conveyed for the purpose of a National School in 
1827 but no application for aid tow ards erecting  a schoolroom  appears to 
have been made to the Society.’17 This was probably the house and land 
given by M rs O sborne to  the school m an ag ers .18 National Society reco rd s  
give the only details of the Walton P arochial School until 1874 when the 
School log book com m ences. It is  possible that the school m anagers com 
m ittee becam e independent of the V estry  and kept th e ir own minute books.
W eybridge P arochial School reco rd s  continue from  the Sunday School 
m inutes and give ’an account of the proceedings fo r the estab lishm ent of a 
free  school in the P a rish  of W eybridge in the County of Surrey on the plan 
of the R everend Doctor Bell in union with the National and County C en tral 
Societies under the Patronage of th e ir  Royal H ighnesses the Duke and 
Duchess of Y ork .’19 The Duke and Duchess took a rea l in te re s t in the 
child ren . When they left the school, the Duchess gave the boys a box of 
tools and the g ir ls  a box of linen. The Duke was also  patron of the Wey
bridge com m ittee which included R. B. Robson, E sq., M.P. who with other 
m em bers was very in te res ted  in the school.

The com m ittee considered a request from  Lady Tuite who occupied a house 
opposite the endowed school. She wished to have the school house rem oved 
to some other place and offered to rebuild  it at her own expense. The old 
school was surveyed and the com m ittee decided it would serv e  its  purpose 
very  well and the will of M iss Hopton did not perm it the school to be moved. 
T herefo re  Lady Tuite received  a m essage saying ’un less her Ladyship will 
absolutely engage to build a new School House with the room s of equal size,



F ig . 1 Walton P aroch ia l Schools, 1858. Reproduced by perm ission  of 
Surrey  County L ib rary .

value and convenience as the p resen t and also  grant the P a rish  the sam e 
quantity of Land as that on which the school now stands it will not be in 
th e ir  power to accom m odate Her Ladyship in th is in s ta n c e /20 Her Ladyship 
accepted the inconvenience in a C hristian  m anner for her name appears on 
the annual lis t  of school su b sc rib e rs  as donating £5. The schem e continued 
with regulations drawn up fo r the conduct of the school. Children w ere to be 
taught free  of expense except fo r one shilling per q u arte r and w ere to be 
in struc ted  in the liturgy and catech ism  of the E stab lished Church; they 
m ust attend divine se rv ice  twice on the L ord’s Day. They w ere to be ’taught 
to read  and w rite and also the F ir s t  Four Rules of A rithm etic together with 
all such useful learning as is  suited to th e ir situations, ages and s e x e s .’21 
P a ren ts  w ere ’requested  s tr ic tly  to enjoin th e ir children to go d irec t to and 
from  School; to behave respectfu lly  to the ir teach ers; to take care  of th e ir  
Books, Slates, etc. to conduct them selves with reverence during Divine 
Service, to be kind to one another; and never te ll a lie , cheat, stea l or 
sw ear. . .ev e ry  child sent to the school is  expected to be clean ,w ashed and 
combed, with his hair cut short, and with his clothes on Sundays at least, 
well m en d ed /22 To rem ain  at school a child had to obey the regulations.
The ages ranged from  five to twelve y ea rs . S ubscribers w ere encouraged 
to v is it the school ’as the good m anagement and success of the institution 
will g reatly  depend on frequent in spection .’23
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Fig. 2 Drawing showing proposed a lte ra tio n s  to W eybridge National School 
in 1865 from  Weybridge Building G rant P lans (264/85/5). By 
perm issio n  of Surrey  Record Office.

Subscriptions for the f i r s t  year to talled £91 16s 6d with donations am ount
ing to £68 15s Od. The com m ittee decided th ere  was enough money to s ta r t  
the Parochial School with a m aste r whose 'sa la ry  is to be seventy five 
pounds per annum for him self and wife to be paid qu arte rly . A house to be 
allo tted  fo r th e ir  residence ren t and tax free ; such fix tu res as belong to the 
house to be left whenever Mr Tubb may quit the p rem ises . Twelve months 
notice being given to Mr Tubb or by him to the P a rish , if his quitting is 
found n e c e ss a ry . '24 Mr Tubb was allowed to go to London for a fortnight 
during August 1813, to obtain fu rth er instruction  from  the National In stitu 
tion, while the children w ere helping with the harvest. The school was 
conducted in a m anner sa tisfac to ry  to the em ployers, as a fte r the f i r s t  year 
the com m ittee w ere 'p leased to exp ress th e ir  en tire  approbation of the 
ab ilities and conduct of Mr & M rs Tubb.’25 By 1817,130 children w ere in 
the school, children from  outside the parish  being refused adm ission. The 
school continued to do well until 1827 when the R ector, the Rev.H aultain 
died: subscrip tions then fell and Mr Tubb’s sa la ry  was reduced to £60.
The co n trast is  shown by the following figures:

1826-1827 1840-1841

Subscriptions £62 9s 9d Subscriptions £45 15s Od
State of school: Boys 73 State of school: Boys 41 \

G irls  6 5 J G irls  34 (



The drop in subscrip tions also  re flec ts  the sta te  of the p a rish . The church 
was in bad re p a ir  and had to be rebuilt in 1848. In 1833 the governm ent 
allocated  £20, 000 annually to provide schools fo r the child ren  re leased  
under the F acto ry  Act of that y ea r. The National and B ritish  Societies 
d istribu ted  the money to affilia ted  schools. The M anagers of W eybridge 
school applied for a g ran t in 1849 when a la rg e r  schoolroom  was to be 
bu ilt at a cost of £350.

_The Walton schools w ere united to the Society in 1838 with 60 boys and 39 
g ir ls  attending on weekdays and Sundays and a fu rth e r 40 boys and 34 g ir ls  
on Sundays only.
C hildren of the neighbouring ham let of H ersham  cam e and threw  stones at 
the windows of Walton school shouting and creating  a d isturbance, ex p re ss 
ing the antagonism  between the D issen ters  and Anglicans. H ersham  was a 
very  poor d is tr ic t  with squ a tte rs , tink ers  and agricu ltu ra l lab o u rers  fo rm 
ing nonconform ist groups. In 1820 the W esleyans held th e ir  se rv ices  and 
Sunday school at the Fox and Goose public house and the C ongregationalists 
used a building called  the Round Chapel. An Anglican church was built in 
1841 and a school a year la te r , but there  was trouble over relig ious educa
tion. One headm aster at H ersham  was thrown into the village pond because 
the paren ts of the school child ren  objected to his C ongregationalist relig ious 
teaching. It seem s strange  that he was in a school built and supported by 
the Anglican church, but perhaps th e re  was confusion as  to who was on 
which side. A plan to enlarge the school in 1868 has 'B rit ish  School' prin ted  
on it, but the w ritten  m a te ria l r e fe r s  to  'N ational S chools.'26 A fter the 
railw ay cam e to nearby Walton, the f ir s t  com m uters a rriv ed  and houses 
w ere built for them . L abo urers cam e to work in the m arket gardens which 
th rived  because the railw ays took the produce to  London m ark ets .
The railw ay and the b reak-up  of the Oatlands esta te  a fte r the Duke of York 
died s ta r ted  the expansion of the Oatlands d is tr ic t. The E arl of E llesm ore 
leased  Oatlands House w hilst h is m ansion was built on St. G eorge 's Hill 
E sta te . He founded the M etropolitan Convalescent Institution at Oatlands 
'to  provide an asylum  in the country for the tem porary  residence of the 
convalescent and dehabilitated p o o r . '27 The residen ts  disliked the Institution 
but gladly received  £400 tow ards a chapel which served  the p a rish . A sm all 
parochial school was founded in 1862 and the g ir ls  sewed for the lady sub
sc r ib e rs .
The middle c lass  fam ilies  moving into the d is tr ic t would not send th e ir 
children to the parochial school so advertisem ents fo r p rivate  schools 
s ta r ted  to appear in the p a rish  m agazines. They advertised  as being for 
'sons of gentlem en ' o r w ere 'estab lished  for the daughters of gentlem en ' 
and one had a 'KINDERGARTEN for younger pupils conducted on F ro eb e l 's  
S y stem '.28 Many private  schools existed  only for their founder's  lifetim e, 
and the children w ere taught in crowded room s. The sta te  of som e private  
schools and the d issension between the churches made people think that the 
solution was s ta te -co n tro lled  non-denom inational education. In 1839 the 
P rim e  M inister, Lord John R ussell announced the creation  by an O rder in



Council of a se lec t Com m ittee of the P rivy Council to superintend the 
application of g ran ts . Suggestions for teacher train ing and types of school 
buildings w ere issued  as m inutes. In 1856 the Com m ittee becam e the 
Education D epartm ent, with a V ice-P res id en t as its  rep resen ta tive  in the 
House of Comm ons. One of these V ice-P res id en ts  was Dr Kay-Shuttleworth, 
who announced a teach e r-tra in in g  schem e. He introduced the pup il-teacher 
system  whereby a young boy or g irl of th irteen  en tered  into a five-year 
apprenticeship . Some schools which received  a favourable rep o rt from  the 
in specto rs w ere allowed to tra in  pupil teach e rs , thereby gaining the head 
teach ers  an ex tra  £5 on th e ir  sa la ry . At eighteen the pupil teach e rs  sa t for 
the Q ueen's Scholarship exam ination and if successful, w ere allowed £25 
exhibitions at a T raining College.
In 1857 the headm aster of W eybridge P arochial School had two pupil teach 
e rs . The M anagers ' re p o rt for that year noted 'The Com m ittee a re  happy 
to re p o rt a m arked advance in the behaviour and appearance of the child
ren , as well as in general proficiency; and they w ere g ratified  to find this 
advance noted by Her M ajesty 's Inspector of Schools at his annual v is it and 
by the Diocesan Inspector. They a re  glad to rep o rt fu rth e r that the M aster 
has, during the past year, obtained his certifica te  from  the P rivy Council, 
and that the two pupil teach e rs  that he is  train ing  have passed  th e ir  exam in
ation in London and have been bound apprentice to Mr King; which en titles 
him and them  forthw ith to a yearly  allowance from  the G overnm ent.'29 The 
attendance at the school in creased  until in 1862 'the  Annual Capitation G rant 
was held back for lack of suitable accom m odation.'30 The next year th ere  
was a 'sligh t decrease  in the num ber of children  on the books, being tr a c e 
able to the opening of a National School in connection with Oatlands 
C h u rch .'31 Oatlands School had only 18 children  on ro ll when it opened.

This was the period of 'Paym ent by re su lts ' in stitu ted  by Robert Lowe, 
V ice -P res id en t of the D epartm ent of Education. A Royal Com m ission, under 
the chairm anship of the Duke of Newcastle enquired into the sta te  of educa
tion in England, and suggested 'We think that the ass is tan ce  given by the 
State to Education should assum e the form  of a bounty ra te  paid upon the 
production of ce rta in  r e s u l t s . . .  There is  only one way of securing this 
re su lt which is  to institu te  a searching exam ination by com petent authority 
of every child in every school to which g ran ts a re  to be paid. . .  and to make 
the p rosp ects  and positions of the teach e rs  dependent to a considerable ex
tent on the re su lts  of th is  exam ination.' For about forty  years  th is  system  
sought to ensure  efficient teach ers  and child ren  well d rilled  in the 3 Rs, 
but it c rea ted  a b a r r ie r  between in specto rs and teach ers  and was the 
dreaded event of the school y ear. This is  shown in the school log books, 
which becam e com pulsory in 1862. At W eybridge in 1864 the head m istress  
was told by the school m anager to find another post because her school did 
not rece ive  the annual g ran t. In 1866 at Oatlands the headm aster was d is 
tre s se d  because the inspecto r was coming 'on Thursday of Whitsun w eek.'
I fea r that is  equivalent to reducing the G rant by one half, as  we cannot get 
nearly  all the child ren to g e th e r .'32 Every teach er dreaded poor attendance, 
which affected the g ran t as much as poor answ ers to the exam iners.



Schools w ere sho rt of money in spite of governm ent g ran ts and many 
child ren  w ere not receiving any education, p articu la rly  in the poorer a re a s  
of Walton and H ersham . H ere, as throughout the country, it was becom ing 
obvious that voluntary effort was not enough.

THE STATE TAKES OVER, 1870-1902

The Education Act of 1870 was a com prom ise. The object was to com plete 
the p resen t voluntary system , and to fill up gaps, sparing the public money 
w here voluntary effort was proving sa tis fac to ry .33 The gaps w ere filled  
by creating  school boards, which could levy a ra te  to m aintain the schools 
under th e ir control, elected by d irec t ballot of ra tep ay e rs . So began the 
dual system .

In 1870 there  w ere National schools at Walton, W eybridge, Oatlands and 
H ersham  and a B ritish  School at W eybridge. T here  a re  no surviving 
reco rd s  of the B ritish  School but the log books of other local schools 
m ention at various dates, child ren being adm itted from  the school. In 1899 
the headm aster at Weybridge adm itted 's e v e ra l boys from  B ritish  School, 
a ll, and always in a lam entable backw ard condition .'34
In 1901 Weybridge s till had a National school and a B ritish  school, also a 
newly founded Catholic elem entary  school. Walton had four Board Schools 
controlled by a Board com pulsorily form ed under Section 10 of the Act.
The four B oard schools w ere needed for the growing population of Walton 
which in 1871 was 5, 383 and by 1901 had in creased  to 10, 329. In the sam e 
y ea rs  W eybridge population figu res w ere 2, 604 and 5, 329.35

School B oards w ere form ed where the e lem entary  education was inefficient 
and unsuitable. Voluntary schools had to show that they could fulfil the 
conditions of the Act. They w ere given five months to prove they could do 
th is  and the W eybridge m anagers fe lt they had no difficulty in complying 
with the new conditions.36 The Schools had now been divided into Boys,
G irls  and Infants under separa te  head teach e rs  who received  very  different 
s a la r ie s . The headm aster received  £80 per annum and the h ead m istress  
£60. The m is tre s s  of the infants school received  £52 10s for teaching 82 
ch ild ren  with the help of two pupil teach e rs . She gained a g ratu ity  of £5 in 
1872 'in consideration of the exceptionally good rep o rts  her school had 
received  for the la s t th ree  y e a rs '.37 Log book en tries , such as 'four child
ren  a re  detained th is evening fo r id le n e ss '38 and 'the low er division was 
detained fo r five m inutes th is evening to stand s t i l l '39 show the rig id  d isc i
pline of the 19th century.

In 1873 the P arochial School at Oatlands was in difficulties because there  
Were 'no special su b je c ts '40 and 'm arching is  fa irly  im possib le in th is 
lim ited  space. Three departm ents for Boys, G irls  and Infants each under a 
ce rtifica ted  teacher would be p re ferab le  to the p resen t a rrangem ent and 
with such a la rge  and growing population would be fully ju s tif ie d '.41 The 
buildings also  w ere c r itic ised  fo r 'the offices a re  too close to the school
room . T here is  no w ater in them , and they a re  a t p re sen t in an offensive



condition, especially  the one assigned to the Boys. The C lassroom  is  not 
p roperly  ventilated. Separate playgrounds for Boys and G irls a re  much to 
be desired . My Lords hope that the defects in the p rem ises  noted by Her 
M ajesty 's  Inspector will be rem edied without d e lay .'42 The la s t sentence 
was the rea l sting in the In sp ec to r 's  rep o rt during the period of Paym ent 
by R esu lts. If the im provem ents w ere not made before the next inspection 
the gran t could be withheld. 'No special su b jec ts ' re fe r re d  to the p a rt of 
the 1870 Act which recom m ended that drawing, cookery and gardening be 
added to the curricu lum . M ilitary d rill in troduced physical activity, with 
children  m arching in form ation to give them  a sense of discipline and 
prom pt obedience to o rd e rs . D rill was taken by a local volunteer sergean t. 
Walton schools had a Sergeant Canning as d rill m a s te r .43 
Oatlands school was enlarged in July 1874 to house 201 children . The 
T ru s tees  w ere struggling to keep a Church school. They called a public 
m eeting to consider the lack of funds and the suggestion of applying for a 
School Board. In Oatlands people made special collections afte r a serm on 
by the V icar exhorting them  to keep the school Church of England. They 
tr ie d  for four y ears  but by 1878 they had lo st and the Reverend Townsend 
w as a candidate in 'th e  election of a school-board  of seven m em bers fo r 
th is  p a rish  of W alton-on-T ham es.'44
The School Board was e lected  arid the Oatlands headm aster was p leased that 
M r Townsend headed the polls. The f i r s t  m eeting of the B oard was held in 
Septem ber 1878 and Oatlands and Walton P arochial schools becam e B oard 
schools on 7 F ebruary  1879. H ersham  m anagers held th e ir  school until 
1 Septem ber, 1881. The Church re ta ined  the ownership of the building at-a 
peppercorn  ren t of '5s per annum fo r a lease  of 99 y ea rs . There was a rg u 
ment about relig ious education in all schools taken over by the Walton 
B oard. All the log books have en trie s  'that the T ru stees  of the Walton, 
H ersham  and Oatlands Schools having inform ed the B oard that it is th e ir 
intention to close the school against the B oard from  4 p .m .un til 10 a.m .
The C lerk  is  hereby in struc ted  to inform  the Head T eacher that a uniform  
tim e will be observed in all the schools under the B oard and they are  
requested  to p rep a re  the tim e sheets so that Religious apd T em perance 
L essons be given from  12 to 1 2 .3 0 .'45
The 1870 Education Act had a conscience clause allowing paren ts  to w ith
draw th e ir  children from  relig ious instruction  at the beginning o r end of 
the school day and no re lig ious education distinctive of any p a rticu la r  
denomination could be taught in a g ran t-a ided  school. B ecause of th is 
clause school re g is te rs  w ere not closed until a fte r 10 a.m . allowing child
ren  to withdraw without losing th e ir  attendance m ark . This rem ained in 
operation until 1944. During th is period  school governors cam e into schools 
checking re g is te rs  and to make a m istake was calam itous. No teach er 
dared  to a lte r  a re g is te r  entry , so hidden away at the back of a cupboard 
was a sm all bottle of in k -e rad ica to r. The Walton School B oard solved th e ir 
re lig ious teaching difficulties in 1893. They agreed  to use the syllabus of 
the Diocesan Inspectors if the T ru s tee s  of the Walton and H ersham  Schools 
allowed the building to be used between 9 and 10 a .m .46



/ppa

*$/

Jit

*

//

'**)*)'7
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Religious teaching was not the only problem arising from the 1870 Act. 
School Boards provided places for children but filling them was difficult 
and not all Boards used compulsion. Attendance Committees were formed 
for Board and Voluntary schools in the same area and an Attendance



O fficer v isited  the schools and hom es. That th is  was done in Walton and 
W eybridge is  shown by the log book en try  describ ing how Mr Norfolk, the 
Attendance O fficer brought fo rm s fo r the purpose of carry ing  out the educa
tion requ irem en ts by the 'A ttendance C o m m ittee '.47 The log books show the 
continuous struggle to get reg u la r attendance in the B oard Schools. Excuses 
fo r absence varied  from  harvesting  and pea-picking, which w ere reasonably 
logical in a n u rse ry  garden a rea , to an ice  carn ival on the Tham es and the 
funeral of a m urdered  policem an. The m aste r  at H ersham  had strong 
feelings about the poor attendance and com plained of 'p ro g re ss  re ta rd ed  by 
the very  ir re g u la r  attendance. Many ch ild ren  employed Pea-picking, 
gathering fru it e tc . Educational Act a 'D ead L e tte r ' in th is  lo c a lity .'4® The 
Sandon Act of 1876 declared  it was the duty of every  paren t to see  that his 
child rece ived  adequate instruction  in the th ree  Rs and if he failed  in his 
duty, he becam e liable to ce rta in  penalties. C hildren under ten could not 
be employed and those between ten and fourteen w ere to attend school half- 
tim e. This was very  unsa tisfac to ry  as i t  provided an excuse for m issing 
school altogether. The m as te r  at O atlands com plained that 'n early  all the 
F ifth  Standard Boys now com e half-tim e which m akes the p ro g re ss  of that 
standard  p articu la rly  slow. I do not think they a re  all ju stified  in coming 
ha lf-tim e and I have pointed th is out to the attendance officer, but no steps 
a re  taken against the p a ren ts ’.49 H alf-tim e attendance was cancelled if a 
child could pass Standard IV at an exam ination, o r had m ade sufficient 
attendances every  year for five y ea rs . The la t te r  was nicknam ed the 
D unce's P a ss . The M undella Act of 1880 made education com pulsory for 
child ren  between ten and th irteen  but exem ption a t th ir te en  was obtained by 
a  Labour C ertifica te . E ligible children  in the Walton and W eybridge d is tr ic t 
went to an exam ination cen tre  a t W eybridge. The exam ining board  used 
th e ir  d iscretion , fo r two g ir ls  a t O atlands, one of the e ldest of ten child ren  
and another, whose m other was a widow with seven ch ild ren  w ere perm itted  
to leave school although not quite fulfilling req u irem en ts .50 A headm aster 
m ight be tem pted to put fo rw ard  the nam e of any troublesom e boy. Oatlands 
evidently had such a boy, since, following an entry  re fe rrin g  to the boys who 
qualify being allowed to leave the m aste r  has w ritten  'the BOY whose case 
th is  o rd er appears to have been specially  made to m eet is  not qualified 
even under the ru le  which requ ired  250 attendances fo r 5 y e a rs  and he has 
been refused  a c e r t if ic a te . '51
W eybridge Church National Schools did not have the bad attendance prob
lem s that occu rred  in the B oard Schools. C hildren stayed away to watch a 
c ircu s , o r a  f ire  brigade com petition held in the village. T hese absences 
w ere communal, with the village m entioned often, but th e re  a re  no log book 
en trie s  fo r seasonal w ork as there  a re  in Walton and H ersham  (see Fig. 3).

An en try  in the W eybridge National school log book re fe r s  to a boy nam ed 
F itzgera ld  being withdrawn to attend the Roman Catholic school. P erh aps 
h is  fa ther had come into the d is tr ic t from  Ire land  to find work and had 
m a rr ie d  a local g ir l .  I r ish  men and g ir ls  w ere employed as  dom estic 
se rv an ts  in the new V ictorian  houses, and the men a lso  laboured on roads 
a s  the e s ta te s  w ere developed. T here was a Catholic m ission with secu lar



p r ie s ts  in W eybridge in 1834 and between 1876 and 1898 th ree  Catholic 
schools w ere opened. W eybridge, o r a t le a s t nearby Woburn P ark , was 
se rv ed  by Dominican p r ie s ts  from  1750. When the esta te  passed  into non- 
Catholic hands in 1816, the p r ie s t moved to a house in W eybridge. At th is 
tim e th ere  was a wealthy Catholic so lic ito r, Mr T aylor, living in Heath Road, 
W eybridge and he built a sm all chapel in his own grounds for the use of the 
p r ie s t and congregation.

In 1857 the Catholic Poor School C om m ission was given P arliam en ta ry  
g ran ts  making possib le the foundation of Catholic elem entary  schools. 
W eybridge did not have such a school until 1881. A la rg e r  church had been 
built for the in creasing  Catholic congregation and the f i r s t  chapel becam e 
the school. F ifteen children aged four to eleven enrolled  on the f i r s t  day. 
C hildren cam e long distances to attend the school and when tra in  tim es 
w ere a lte red , afternoon school had to begin at 1 .15 p.m . so that they could 
leave a t 3 .15  p.m . The school's  ea rly  y ea rs  w ere hard . T eachers did not 
stay  fo r long and the num ber of children in creased  until, in 1884, a new 
school was bu ilt. In that year a governm ent gran t was reluctan tly  allowed. 
The in specto r said  'I have had g rea t hesitation  in certify ing the school as 
e f f ic ie n t.. .  Im provem ent in the Infants teaching and in A rithm etic of the 
school will be looked for next y e a r . '52

The child ren  m ust have been very poor for there  a re  a num ber of en trie s  
in the log book recording gifts of clothing and the poorest went four days to 
a lad y 's  house and had soup and b read . T here is  no lis t  of su b sc rib e rs  but 
the school had v is ito rs  who brought books, apparatus and clo thes. The 
ch ild ren  cam e from  H ersham  and Walton and probably a lso  from  the Italian 
colony at C hertsey . It is  difficult to know how they afforded the tra in  'fares 
un less these w ere paid by benefactors. The Reverend M anager often v isited  
the school and som etim es helped with the teaching. The teach e rs  w ere con
stan tly  changing. The In sp ec to r 's  R eport fo r 1888 was very  c r itic a l, stating 
'both the discipline and the work a re  so  unsatisfacto ry  that it  is  im possib le 
to recom m end any M erit G rant. Even the Needlework hardly deserves 
paym ent of the Needlework G rant. A b e tte r  re su lt will be looked for next 
y ear or a deduction may be in cu rred . The needlew ork m ust im prove 
g rea tly  if the G rant is to be again a llow ed .'53 T here w ere fo rtyrfour 
children  on ro ll when the rep o rt of 1889 was so good, that the Reverend 
M anager rew arded  the children with '3 lbs of sw ee tm ea ts .'54 The good 
re p o rts  continued and in 1891 M iss Toft introduced drawing and geography, 
thereby gaining ex tra  g ran ts . She resigned  in 1898. During her seven years  
the school received  good rep o rts . T here w ere 44 children, th e ir  ages 
ranging from  four to fourteen; an a ss is tan t teach er taught the younger 
child ren .

A log book entry  fo r 1899 illu s tra te s  the new grouping of child ren for c lass  
sub jects supposed to su it th e ir  ages and a b ilitie s : Infants and Standard 1 
listened  to Objective L essons on '1. Clouds, 2. Rain, 3. Dew and other 
natural P henom ena.'55 The syllabus was beginning to open out and these 
w ere attem pts to in te re s t children in the objects around them . The f ir s t



outings, the fo re ru n n ers  of educational v is its , w ere beginning and in 1899 
St C h arles children went to the C rysta l P alace . The child ren  from  Oatlands 
G irls  B oard School also  went to the P alace but the Oatlands Boys school had 
to work fo r th e ir  excursion. They had to pass in 3 Rs in S tandard IV and 
upw ards a t the governm ent inspection, attend school without m issing  once in 
the whole year and gain ce rtif ica te s  at the D iocesan Exam ination. Twenty 
boys achieved th is standard  in 1885 and w ere taken to Southsea w here they 
had a fine day and an enjoyable outing financed by generous p a rish io n e rs . 
Many child ren  had never seen the sea  before.
The Walton B oard schools w ere overcrow ded, with over 200 child ren  on ro ll 
in the mixed school and a staff of head teach er, four certif ica ted  teach e rs  
and two pupil teach ers . T here  w ere no outings but effo rts  w ere made to en
courage b e tte r  attendance such as a 'd issolving v iew s '56 enterta inm en t on 
an evening in D ecem ber for those child ren  with good attendance in O ctober. 
Football and c rick e t clubs w ere form ed to encourage older boys to attend 
reg u la rly . When n ecessa ry  com pulsion was used. The local new spaper57 
rep o rted  constant ir re g u la r  attendance a t Walton and H ersham , with p aren ts  
thinking tha t 8 attendances each week instead  of 10 exem pted them  from  
prosecu tion . They could be fined 5s and those employing a child under ten 
could be fined 40s. The standard  of work w as good because a t the annual 
inspection in 1888 the school was given the highest m erit g ran t. Ten years  
la te r  a boy obtained a scho larsh ip  to T iffins School, K ingston-upon-Tham es.
F ro m  1891, the Technical Education Com m ittee of Surrey  County Council 
aw arded scho larsh ips to e lem entary  school children of 12 to 14 y e a rs . 
Middle c la ss  paren ts  w ere seeking secondary education fo r th e ir children . 
E lem entary  education was not enough for success  in sk illed  trad es  and 
p ro fessio ns.
B efore and afte r the 1870 Act, pa ren ts  had been paying fees of a few pence 
weekly. Now it was fe lt that if education was com pulsory, the nation should 
sh are  the cost. By 1891 p aren ts  could demand free  education, and m ost 
School B oards abolished fees . Walton School B oard made th e ir  schools 
f re e  from  Septem ber 1891. The Oatlands headm aster w rote 'from  today 
fo rw ard  no school fees will be taken, all child ren being free , by o rd e r  of 
the School B oard and in consequence of a recen t P arliam en tary  E nact
m e n t.'58 The headm aster of W eybridge Church of England School also  
w rote in Septem ber 1891 'F re e  education com es into force  today .’59 
St C h arles patholic  School continued collecting f e e s .60 'P aym ent by 
r e s u lt s ’ had ended in 1890 and a governm ent g ran t of 10s p e r child was 
paid to all schools. Voluntary schools however s till received  no help from  
ra te s .
Walton and Weybridge w ere changing. Walton was expanding into a do rm i
to ry  for London, with m ark et gardens supplying the new housing e s ta te s  and 
a lso  selling  to the London m ark e ts . At th is tim e people w ere leaving 
W eybridge. The Oatlands and P o rtm ore  e s ta te s  w ere being developed and 
ow ners of sm a lle r  m ansions w ere moving, taking th e ir  dom estic staff with 
them . The Church of England Boys schoolm aster and the Infants m is tre s s



both reco rd  'many fam ilies leaving neighbourhood through the sa le  of la rge  
e s ta te s . '61 Wealthy new com ers found hom es on the luxury esta te  being de
veloped on St G eorge 's Hill, o r new v illa s  built on the P o rtm o re  P a rk  
esta te . T heir children did not go to the village school. On the o ther hand 
the headm aster did not like the fam ilies who cam e 'to inhabit the low-lying 
new d is tr ic t of cottage property  near the Tham es. Quite a se t of Hooligans 
have come into the place from  various p a r ts . Com plaints a re  becom ing 
m ore and m ore num erous as to law lessness coming to school and return ing  
home. I shall take the m ost s trin gen t m easu res  to put a stop to the 
n u isan ce .'62 His w ell-d iscip lined pupils cam e from  the hom es of the village 
lab o u re rs , unskilled w orkers and dom estic w orkers.
T radesm en, a r tisa n s  and m em bers of the low er paid professions sent the ir 
child ren  to sm all private  schools o r to one of the th ree  m ost successful 
independent schools. Boys went to St G eorge’s College at Woburn P ark , 
which was once again owned by C atholics. In 1876 M onsignor W illiam  
P e tre  (la ter 12th Baron P e tre ) opened a day and boarding school for young 
gentlem en. He enlarged the orig inal 18th century house and built an outdoor 
swimming pool. In-1884 the esta te  and school w ere ,sold to the Belgian 
Congregation of the Josephites who needed la rg e r  p rem ises  for th e ir  
school founded in Croydon in 1869.63 T here was accom m odation for 130 
b o ard e rs  and day boys of any denomination. G irls  went to St M aurs Convent, 
opened in 1898 by a F rench  teaching o rd er, Les Dames de St M aur, founded 
in P a ris  in the 17th century. The nuns bought an 18th century m ansion in a 
12 -acre  esta te  in Tham es S treet, W eybridge.64 They s ta r ted  a sm all school 
teaching in the form al F rench fashion. During the la s t  decade of the 19th 
century, English educationalists w ere trying to im prove the rig id  school 
atm osphere.

It may seem  strange to end a chapter on 'the State taking o v e r ' by re ference  
to a special independent school. However, in the Hall School, th ird  of the 
th ree  independent schools, th ere  was a teaching revolution led by a pioneer 
in educational ac tiv ities . She was M iss E. V. Gilpin, who developed her own 
highly individual teaching method. When education was rig id  and unim agina
tive she allowed the children to move about and seek inform ation for them 
se lv es. She was lively and enthusiastic  and enjoyed learning with those she 
taught. She cam e to the Weybridge home of Mr and M rs Michael Sadler as 
governess to th e ir  son. Michael Sadler (later Sir Michael) was a g rea t 
educationalist. He was D irector of Special E nquiries and R eports, Education 
D epartm ent (1895-1903), published eleven volum es of inform ation and made 
the office a re se a rc h  b u reau .65 His many publications include rep o rts  
w ritten  for local au thorities a fte r the 1902 Education A ct.66 He recognized 
M iss G ilpin 's ta lent and in 1898 encouraged her to s ta r t  a school. This was 
known as the Hall School because it was held in the V illage Hall. Her teach 
ing was insp ired , encouraging child partic ipation  long before it  appeared in 
20th century schools. An in sp ec to r's  rep o rt describ es the school as 'a  tru ly  
L ib era l Education. The children a re  happy, with teach e rs  able to take th e ir 
share  in a very  p erfec t system  of education with a H eadm istress whose genius 
and devotion have insp ired  and sustained the suprem e purpose of education '.67
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DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL CONTROL, 1902-1918
Com pulsory education in e lem entary  schools req u ired  m ore teach e rs  to 
cope with ex tra  child ren . Some p aren ts  w ere a lready  demanding fu rth e r 
education for th e ir  children . The Technical Instruction Act, 1889 enabled 
County Councils to levy a penny ra te  to supply technical o r manual in s tru c 
tion. Surrey  County Council did not im pose the penny ra te  but used the 
Whisky Money. This su rp ris in g  source  of revenue cam e from  a tax on 
sp ir i ts . In 1890 the governm ent reduced the num ber of public houses and 
proposed to com pensate publicans. The proposal was defeated and the 
money was granted to County Councils to u se  for technical education.
C lasses  w ere held at H ersham  V illage Hall in 1893 in gardening, cookery 
and c a rp en try .68
C o-ordination of public education led to the appointm ent of a Royal Com 
m ission under the chairm anship  of Lord B ryce. As a re su lt the Board of 
Education was estab lished  in 1899 with a M inister of Education responsib le 
to P arliam en t and local adm in istra tion  organised  by County and County 
Borough Councils. This was the b a s is  of the 1902 Balfour Act. County Edu
cation C om m ittees, which succeeded the Technical Education C om m ittees, 
becam e responsib le for the m anagem ent and buildings of the old B oard 
Schools now Council Schools, and fo r secu la r education in the Voluntary 
Schools. The la t te r  w ere responsib le for the fabric  of th e ir  buildings and 
w ere te rm ed  'non-provided ' in consequence.
An additional Council School was built in Walton in 1908. The Boys and 
G irls  D epartm ents of Walton Council School w ere full and no tra n s fe rs  
could be made from  the Infants school so a tem porary  school was opened in 
T e rra c e  Road. T his school was known locally  as the 'T in School' because 
i t  was constructed  of co rrugated  iro n sheeting. It opened with 116 children 
and 3 teach e rs , but by 1910 there  w ere 129 children  on ro ll and the Walton 
Council School was again so crowded that no tra n s fe rs  could be m ade. A 
new room  had to be added to the Tin School in 1912 but conditions w ere 
dreadful. The playground was not asphalted and in wet w eather the w ater 
lay in g rea t puddles everyw here. The building was heated by coke stoves 
which sm oked when the wind was in the wrong direction . This tem p orary  
school continued however, fo r 22 y ears  until the new Infants School in 
Am bleside Avenue was opened in 1931. The Tin School had to be re-opened  
in January  1934 m ainly to accom m odate the children  of the gypsy colony 
which was moving into the F ield  Common d is tr ic t near the school. An ex tra  
building was put up in the playground and there  w ere 193 children on the 
re g is te rs . T here a re  no rem ark s  in the log book about how well the children 
se ttled  in or if th ere  w ere any d ifficu lties. T here a re  no en trie s  at all, until 
Septem ber 1934, when a gypsy boy swung his satchel at a boy on a b icy c le .69 
T here was a knife in the bag and the boy received  a deep cut on his back. 
P erhaps it was an iso la ted  incident or maybe an indication of in tegration 
prob lem s.
Secondary school subjects such as drawing, cooking and woodwork w ere 
being taken in all local Council Schools, except Infants. The f i r s t  purpose-



bu ilt secondary school was the Walton C en tral School opened in 1915, f i r s t  
of its  kind in S urrey . A fu ll-tim e general secondary education fo r pupils 
from  eleven to fifteen was to include sub jects enabling them  to take up 
com m ercia l or industria l work without additional tra in ing . The building was 
tw o-storeyed , with fac ilities  for science, woodwork and dom estic science as 
well as a r ts  sub jects. By 1920 it was overcrow ded and in 1937 a Boys 
C en tral School was opened in Am bleside Avenue, with 340 boys on ro ll . The 
g ir ls  rem ained in the orig inal building.

W eybridge could have had a C entral School in 1920 when the Surrey Educa
tion Com m ittee wished to re -o rg an ise  the schools into Jun io r, 7-11 years  
and Senior, over 11. P aren ts  and G overnors decided rit was not necessa ry  
a s  the schools w ere a lready good schools, and it was all very  well to sug
g est child ren being kept a t school until 16, but poor p aren ts  could ill afford 
to do s o . '70 T here  w ere many private  schools in W eybridge and paren ts 
with enough money to pay the fees. One school will se rv e  as an exam ple.
In 1909, Dorothy and M ary Higgins opened a school in a sm all V ictorian 
house in Springfield Meadow. Uniform s in p riva te  schools w ere very  im 
po rtan t to show th e ir  sup erio rity  over the council school. M iss H iggins' 
g ir ls  wore navy sk irts  and white b louses and th e ir  badge had H.H.S. on it, 
fo r Higgins High School. The school, growing too la rge , moved to a bigger 
m ansion on Monument Hill with another teach er and room  for b o a rd e rs . It 
again grew  and moved to a la rg e r  house with tennis cou rts . It was now 
Heath House School.

The Local Education A uthorities wanted th e ir  schools to join in the growing 
national in te re s t in physical ac tiv ities . The Council Schools a t Walton and 
Oatlands form ed swimming c la sse s , attending the swimming baths from  
3 to 4 o 'c lo ck .71 At Walton 'M ajor Norman called today to arrange  lessons 
in swimm ing for the older b o y s . '72 T here w ere no swimming baths at 
Walton but old pupils reca ll that a s tre tch  of the Tham es was used for 
swimming instruction . The C entral School headm aster did not want any 
o ther sub jects to be m issed because of organised  spo rts  and made the 
following arrangem ents: '1 . Not m ore than one d rill period a week is  to be 
used  by any child fo r organised spo rts ; 2. None of the o ther sub jects m ust 
be displaced by the in trusion of organised  gam es; 3. C lass  teach ers  will 
a rran g e  for the organised  spo rts  in th e ir  own c la s s e s . '73

A fter 190774 m edical inspection becam e com pulsory. Oatlands reco rd s  the 
f i r s t  inspection in 1909 and Walton in 1911. Standards of hygiene and of 
c lean liness w ere poor and a te rm ly  v is it from  the school nu rse  was 
e ssen tia l.

St Ja m e s ' School, W eybridge, kept pace with all the new developm ents, with 
an outstanding man as headm aster. The rep o rt following an H .M .I.Inspection 
in 1910 not only re flec ts  th is, but shows how school activ ities w ere expand
ing. The Inspector was concerned that 'the H eadm aster has but recen tly  
re tu rn ed  to school a fte r a dangerous i l ln e s s . . .  The p rog ressive  condition 
of the school is  largely  due to his personality . A m ost sa tisfac to ry  feature  
is  the la rg e  num ber of boys who rem ain  in school a fte r the natural leaving



lili

F ig . 4 O atlands G irls  Council School, 1918. F rom  a photograph in the 
au th o r's  possession .

age. The upper c la ss  form ed by these boys is  in the charge of the Head
m as te r  h im self. The boys a re  encouraged to do independent work and they 
a re  making very  good use of the opportunities afforded them . G enerally 
throughout the school, Geography and A rithm etic a re  taught by excellent 
m ethods. The teach ers  have taken considerable pains to bring  th e ir  p rivate  
reading well in line with the newer m ethods. The older boys a re  encouraged 
to make th e ir  own m aps of the d is tr ic t and the sketch m aps which illu s tra te  
specific lessons a re  of a suitable type. The H istorical aspect of the subject 
has also not been neglected. The li te ra ry  side of the cu rricu lum  received  
carefu l attention. T here is  a school lib ra ry  and the boys a re  encouraged to 
read  widely both in p rose  and p o e try .. .  Due advantage is  taken of the oppor
tunities offered by the neighbourhood in the teaching of N ature Study. The 
School Museum is  very rich  in specim ens and is  kept in excellent o rd er. 
Special m ention m ust be made of the singing. The Sports Clubs a re  in a 
flourish ing condition .'75

FR3SE FOR ALL, 1918-1944
The F ir s t  W orld W ar halted educational experim ents and boys left school at 
14 y e a rs . At Walton 'many of the upper c la ss  boys a re  leaving to go to work 
so that the c lass  is  now getting s m a ll . '76 W eybridge schools w ere disturbed 
by 'repeated  occupation of school p rem ises  by HM F o rces  on the m arch  to 
P irb rig h t and A ld e rsh o t.'77 When the schools re -assem b led , '30 odd Boy



Scouts away on alleged duties connected with the guarding of bridges and 
p o in ts . '78 A fter a fortnight the scouts re tu rned  to school. During October 
the attendance was 'adversely  affected by many absences of Boy Scouts 
upon various e rran d s  in connection with the Flying C orps at Brooklands 
A e ro d ro m e .'79 There is  no m ention of o lder boys leaving. T here w ere 
280 boys grouped into Standards I to Ex VII. The older boys w ere taught 
by the head m aster. The d rift away from  the o ther schools continued and in 
January  1915 a t Oatlands 'owing to the w ar and the demand for labour every 
boy who has reached  the age of fourteen since the sum m er holiday has left 
school at o n c e .'80 This exploitation was causing much concern. In 1915 
the governm ent se t up a departm ental com m ittee under the chairm anship 
of H erbert Lewis, MP, P arliam en ta ry  S ecre tary  to the B oard of Education, 
to consider provision for the education and instruction  of child ren and 
young people a fte r the w ar.

The recom m endations and the public conscience led to the F ish e r Educa
tion Act 1918, under which fu ll-tim e attendance becam e com pulsory from  
five to fourteen and fees in elem entary  schools w ere abolished. Local 
Education A uthorities w ere requ ired  to provide p rac tica l in struction  su it
able to the ages, ab ilities and requ irem en ts  of the child ren . Walton C entral 
School, a pioneer experim ental school, was opened in 1915, that is , p r io r  to 
the 1918 Education Act. This early  estab lishm ent was probably due to 
overcrow ding in the contributory schools of Walton, H ersham  and Oatlands. 
The school s ta r te d  with 404 child ren  and by 1918 the num ber reached 440, 
with c la sse s  of 52 and 57 child ren . E ntry  was non-selective and all children 
over twelve y ea rs  w ere tra n s fe rre d  from  the junior schools, together with 
those who would be twelve before the next tra n s fe r  date and any child 
between nine and eleven likely to pro fit by prom otion. The la tte r  w ere 
those destined to obtain scho larsh ips and free  p laces. The Local Education 
A uthority could pay m aintenance g ran ts  so that able children  w ere not held 
back by poverty. Children did indeed benefit and scho larsh ips w ere gained 
yearly . The lis t  fo r 1920 is  typical. The school gained 11 scho larsh ips:
5 County Jun io r Technical Scholarships; 1 County Junior Teaching Scholar
ship; 2 County Junior Scholarships; 3 T iffins G ram m ar School F ree  P lace 
S cho larsh ip s.81 The headm aster copied the g ram m ar or public school style 
by introducing school uniform  and c lass  and school p re fec ts . T here was 
sp ec ia lis t teaching in A rts subjects and dom estic science was linked with 
science and nature study. Being a pioneer school many v is ito rs  came to 
observe, including the Mayor of K ingston-upon-Tham es, rep resen ta tiv es  of 
Education C om m ittees, and head te a c h e rs -e le c t of new Surrey  C entral 
Schools.
The four o ther schools in Walton needed all the help they could get. They 
w ere overcrow ded and in need of new buildings. The E ast Walton Council 
School s till drew m ost of its  children from  the gypsy and vagrant encam p
m ent in the F ie ld  Common a rea . Ashley Road Jun ior School had 412 child- 
ren  in a building described  as being of a somewhat ram bling nature, with 
no hall o r la rg e  room  in which the school could be assem bled . Oatlands 
was overcrow ded and had been re -o rg an ised  in 1922 into a mixed Junior and



Infants school. The older children went to Walton C entral Schools making 
room  for those crowding into the d is tr ic t.
At W eybridge, St C harles Catholic School was a full range mixed school 
with 100 child ren  and the num bers increasing , but a s  th is was anon-provided 
school ex tra  accomm odation had to be supplied by the voluntary body. The 
o ther church school at W eybridge, St. Jam es, continued as  th ree  separa te  
departm ents, Infants, G irls  and Boys on the sam e site , going th e ir  own way, 
endeavouring to keep up with the s ta tu to ry  requ irem en ts . E very year th ere  
w ere su ccesses  in scho larsh ips and free  p laces to S trodes G ram m ar 
School, Egham, and to Woking G ram m ar School. In 1925 four boys w ere in 
the local schoo ls ' football team  which won the County Shield fo r Surrey  
Schools and in 1936 the captain of the school rep resen ted  S urrey  in the 
Inter-C ounty A thletic Championship Meeting a t M argate. The g ir ls  gained 
scho larsh ips and for many y ea rs  during the 1930s the school choir was 
successfu l in singing com petitions at Wimbledon and Guildford.

T here can be no conclusion in a reco rd  of educational developm ent, only 
looking ahead. S ir Michael Sadler asked in 1929 'to what end and i s s u e . . .  
the g re a t fo rces at work in English education a re  tending. Is it tow ards an 
e laborate ly  com prehensive system  of all types of schools re p re se n tin g .. .  
every  c reed  and many colours of conviction or is  it to som e unified mono
poly of Education adm inistered  by the S ta te ? '82
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