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MARGUERITE GOLLANCZ

Marguerite Gollancz, who died on 7 February 1981, ioined the Society in 1956, soon after her
appointment as County Archivist of Surrey. She came of a family of distinguished Jewish
scholars, her father being Sir Israel Gollancz, Professor of English Language and Literature at
King's College, London. She had taken a history degree at Cambridge, followed by post-
graduate research, and after waftime work in the Civil Service had been appointed as the first
County Archivist of Staffordshire. There she had combined the pioneering task of establishing
a new record of6ce with the Librarianship of the William Salt Library and the Honorary
Editorship of the Staffordshire Record Society. She was elected to the Council of our Society
in 1957 and served on it continuously (except for the statutory intervals) until her death. As
County Archivist she greatly furthered the cause of Surrey history and archaeology by her zeal
in collecting records and making them available, but after her retirement in 1974 she was able
to devote much more time to the Society's affairs. She was elected a Vice-President, and her
long experience of publishing made her an obvious choice as Chairman of the newly-formed
Publications Committee in 197 5, a position which she held until her death, giving much advice
and help to the Editor on historical articles submitted for the Collections. From 1975 she also
served on the Visits Committee, enioying and organising many excursions.

Marguerite helped to found the Surrey l,ocal History Council in 1965, served on its
Executive Committee from 1966 until her death. and was on the editorial comminee of its
journal SunE History. She also took a special interest in the smaller societies, and gave gener-
ously of her time and accumulated experience as President of Walton & Weybridge t ocal
History Society and Vice-President of Surbiton Historical Society and Kingston upon Thames
Archaeological Society. Her greatest voluntary service to local history was, however, probably
as Honorary Editor of the Surrey Record Society from 1957 until her death. She was
responsible for inspiring, supervising and seeing through the press many publications of texts
of lasting value as research aids, notably the final volume, in 1963, of the Cbertsey Cartulary fthe
first volume of which had appeared in l9l5), and the SunE Eyre of 1235.

Marguerite Gollancz had many interests outside her professional field, but she was
essentially a scholar whose energies and abilities, in both her official and her voluntary work,
were almost wholly devoted to furthering the researches of others. Her friends and colleagues
will remember her kindness and generosity, her genuine interest in their families, and the
outstanding courage with which - having insisted on being told the truth about her illness - she
spent her last few months calmly pufting her affairs in order, and facing her rapidly
approaching death.
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