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STRATIGRAPHY 

The stratigraphic layers of the river channel deposits in trench 

II are summarised in table 1. They are described here in the five 

main phases of deposition. A stratigraphic sequence similar to 

that of the main excavation was also seen in the test pits. 

Phase 1 Gravel layers (23, 26) 

At the NE end of the excavated area a deep sounding was dug to 

investigate the thickness of the deposits, and at the base of the 

sequence a layer of small gravel (26) was encountered at +4.8m 

00. Worked flint and animal bones were found in the gravel, but 

as it was below the level of the sump it could not be explored 

further. Similar small gravels and sand were also seen at the 

base of the profile 20m to the N, in the test pits (fig 6). Layer 

23, also lenses of small gravel and sand, was the lowest sediment 

reached at the S end of the trench. The section was not taken 

deep enough to clarify whether this was equivalent to layer.26 or 

whether it is early coarse fill of the late river channel. 

Phase 2 Waterlogged vegetation layers (9, 17, 19, 22, 33) 

Above gravel layer 26, from +5m 00 downwards for cO.5m were a 

series of layers of waterlogged vegetation of irregular 

thickness. These were given different numbers in the different 

areas of the trench excavated, but consisted of an uppermost 
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layer, (9), and its equivalent at the NW corner of the excavated 

trench, (17), and a series of lower layers of which the main one 

was (22), at a height of +5.34m ODe The equivalent at the NW end 

of the trench was (19) and at the NE was (33). The vegetation 

layers were interspersed with lenses of clean yellow sand and 

discontinuous deposits of granular chalky material, which were 

sterile of finds. The granular material is a natural tufaceous 

calcium carbonate deposit found in Thames sediments. At the Send 

of the trench the vegetation layers were cut by a gully or 

channel. They extended up to 20m to the N in trench 77II, where 

they can be seen to peter out in test pit H. 

The upper layers (9, 17) were a compressed peat-like deposit 

consisting of broken up pieces of wood, bark, and twigs lying in 

a random fashion. During excavation leaf impressions were briefly 

seen. Hazel-nuts and acorns were also present. 

The lower layers (19, 22 and 33) included more sUbstantial 

timbers. On the E side of the trench the top vegetation layer was 

removed and the main timbers were planned (fig 5). On the W side 

of the trench their position below the upper layer is shown 

separately on the plan. 

Many of the timbers were oriented in the same alignment, SW-

NE. Only at the NW end of the trench were no large timbers seen, 

but ancient roots were present. One piece of wood at the NW end 

of the excavated area, seen in layer 19, appeared to be an 

upright stake. One of the pieces of timber at the NE end of the 

excavated area [123], which did not survive for later analysis, 
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appeared to form a boundary to the area with aligned wood (layer 

33): to the N of it the deposits were mainly sand with granular 

chalky inclusions (layer 34). 

Samples of the timbers were retained and submitted for 

analysis in 1987 (see report below). Most of the timbers were 

round wood, some with the bark still on. With the exception of 

part of the timber labelled [2] on the E side of the trench, 

which was a radially split lump, those in the E side were of 

round wood. Others when seen in the ground had the appearance of 

being squared, and the later analysis of the wood confirms that 

six of those examined were split radially, either naturally or by 

man. From the plan it appears that these are the timbers shown in 

layer 22 below layer 9 on the W side of the trench, but this 

cannot be confirmed as the labelling is ambiguous. They lay on a 

long pole [3], which had no side branches. All the wood 

identified at the time and later proved to be alder (Alnus sp.), 

but at the time of excavation some appeared from the bark to be 

of birch (Betula sp.) 

The human skull fragment (SF1) (fig 7) was recovered from 

slightly above the vegetation layer, in sediments which had been 

disturbed by machining, and Iron Age and Bronze Age pottery, 

animal bones and worked flints were recovered from these layers. 

Bulk samples were taken and small quantities of pottery, worked 

and burnt flint, and animal bones were found. Two radiocarbon 

dates were obtained from the wood (table 2). 

Phase 3 Burnt flint layer (8) 
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Immediately above the waterlogged vegetation layers at the W side 

of the trench was a layer (8) of burnt flint pebbles c50mm thick. 

Most of the layer consisted of burnt flint, but it was in a 

matrix of small unburnt flint pebbles and sand. The flints were 

mostly dark to light grey in colour with a crackled surface; a 

few were pink. The layer extended from the W section about 2m 

across the trench, but did not extend fully to the E side of the 

trench. At the time of excavation it was observed that the size 

of the pebbles diminished to the E side of the spread. 

At the side of a gully at the S end of layer 8 a group of 

finds including a cattle jaw, the rim sherd of an urn and a red 

deer metacarpal (SF5) (fig 8) were recovered, and the jaw was 

submitted for radiocarbon dating. other sherds, a human 

clavicle, worked flint and animal bones were recovered from this 

layer in excavation, and other finds were recovered from burnt 

flint deposits, possibly related to this one, during site 

watching. 

Phase 4 Later river activity 

(3, 3A, 3B, 4, 4A, 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 15, 25, 37, 38) 

A gully running E-W across the trench at the S end cut the burnt 

flint and vegetation layers. The gully is shown in plan 

(fig 5), and can be seen in the W section (fig 4). The lower fill 

was laminated greenish black clay, and the upper fill was a dark 

blue black clay. Iron Age pottery, worked flint and animal bones 

were found in the fill, and some wood which looked as if it had 

fallen in or been washed in from the vegetation layers. At the 
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time of excavation the gully was thought to be a cut feature, but 

alternatively, it may have been formed by river action. 

The sediments at the S of the excavated area, and those 

above the flint and vegetation layers were deposited by renewed 

river action. A series of clay and sand lenses were left in 

position as layers of channel fill. The lowest of these on the W 

side of the trench were dark heavy blue-black clays, layers 6 and 

15, which were sterile of finds. On the SE end of the trench 

layer 2A, a silty clay, contained a group of finds (SF4), 

consisting of hand made pottery, an unworked red deer antler and 

animal bones. These were planned at a higher level than the rest 

of the area (fig 5). Immediately to the S of these finds was a 

feature was found cutting across the SE corner of the trench with 

a stiff dark clay fill (10); too little was seen to suggest its 

origin and its relationship to the other deposits. 

Above these were a series of lenses mainly of sand or sand 

and silt. The general designation of layer 3 was given to these 

sandy deposits seen in the E section, but in the W section many 

of the lenses were differentiated (fig 4, W section). The 

sediments were brown or yellow in colour and often stained black, 

and random patches and thin lenses of yellow or black iron-

stained sand were seen. Their form makes it clear that they are 

naturally deposited river sediments. These were distinguished 

from the sediments above, the clay with rootlets, by the coarser 

texture of the sediments and the absence of rootlet traces. 

In one of the sandy lenses, layer 3A, a group of Romano-
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British pottery, building material, and animal bones was 

recovered. Other layers contained no finds, though reworked burnt 

flints were scattered among the sediments on the E side of the 

trench. 

Phase 5 The clay with rootlets 

The uppermost of the later channel fill layers and grading into 

them was a homogeneous accumulation of a clay or silty clay, in 

which dark vertical streaks were seen. These deposits which were 

removed by machine, had extended over most of the area of trench 

77II. Only at the N end of the trench were the Thames floodplain 

gravels which form the bank of the channel encountered. The silty 

clay is similar to "Kingston brickearth" seen in other parts of 

the town, though the sediments are not necessarily of the same 

origin. Though they are mainly a fine waterlain redeposited 

loessic clay, they included silts and sand lenses. The vertical 

dark streaks are interpreted as traces of rootlets. There were 

differences of texture and colour along the length of the trench, 

the variations being mainly in the sand content, and the colour 

ranged from greenish to brown. The rootlet clay here was 

remarkably sterile of finds of any period, except that on the E 

section there were a few scattered burnt flints at the bottom of 

layer, presumably washed in. 

The top of the clay with rootlets was cut and disturbed by 

post-medieval and modern features. 
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EDEN WALK II 
SEDIMENTS 

J Penn 

The bulk samples were stored in stout polythene fertiliser sacks. 
They were labelled with the area of the trench from which they 
had been taken, so the correspondence with layers has been 
inferred. When analysed in 1988 it was possible to establish the 
context of five bulk samples, which were examined. Some had dried 
out, but when analysed the total weight was 54kg. One litre from 
each sample was reserved for analysis of molluscs and diatoms. 
The remainder was examined for cultural material, bones and 
seeds. Larger pieces of wood were present, but were not kept, as 
more complete pieces of wood were already being analysed • 

. Sample 131 from the E side of the trench (probably layer 9) 
contained mostly wood, with sand, small natural flint gravel 
pebbles, and very little clay. Sample 133 from the NW area of the 
trench, (probably layer 19) contained dried pieces of wood and 
sandy sediment. In addition the presence of clay in the sample 
had concreted some of the contents to fist - sized lumps, 
containing wood, sand and clay, which were were disaggregated 
using calgon. The sample, 134, from the S end of the trench, 
(probably layer 22) also contained a mixture of wood, sand and 
clay. 

The plant material which had dried out was floated and collected 
on 600 micron sieves. No seeds were present. One litre of each 
sample was wet - sieved through 2mm and 1mm mesh sieves. The 
retained part was scanned under x10 magnification and scraps of 
pottery, flint, molluscs and a single seed picked out. The 
remainder was wet-sieved through 4mm mesh sieves, and a small 
quantity of undiagnostic worked and burnt flint, and animal bone 
fragments picked out (table 3). 

TABLE 3. Summary of finds from the sieved samples 

SAMPLE NO. S.131 S.133 S.134 
LAYER 9 19? 22? 

2mm 4mm 2mm 4mm 2mm 4mm 
POTTERY 2 0 0 0 0 0 
STRUCK? FLAKES X X X 2 X X 
BURNT FLINT 0 0 X 0 0 X 
BONE 0 0 0 0 0 X 
MOLLUSCS 0 0 X 0 X 0 
SEEDS 0 0 0 0 X 0 
CALCAREOUS NODULES 0 0 X 0 X 0 

X = present 
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EDEN WALK II 

The sediments from trench 7711 are described here briefly. They 
overlie Thames river gravel and London Clay, which are not 
discussed. It is not considered appropriate to represent detailed 
analysis of all the sediments at this time, as this will be dealt 
with in a later publication. Samples of 1kg of sediment were 
taken from the S end of trench 7711, along the W face of the 
section. They were examined visually under the microscope and 
particle size analysis was carried out. 

The Thames river gravels are the lowermost sediments seen in the 
sections studied. They are at their deepest below 00 at this 
southern end of the trench and rise gradually towards the north 
g1v1ng a sloping surface which dips gently towards the west-
north-west. 

Lower wood layer 
In the lowest part of the section described a dark grey clay with 
large quantities of wood occurs. The layer can be divided into 
two parts. The lower part consists of large wood material with 
intercalated sedimentary material, of which the proportions are: 

Gravel 
Coarse sand 
Medium sand 
Fine sand 
Clay/silt 

6 
1.5 

24 
62 
6.5 

Since sediment size is towards the lower end of this spectrum, 
the energy levels represented are low. The wood debris could have 
accumulated by one of three mechanisms: it has grown in situ or 
it was deposited by waning stream flow or it was deposited by the 
action of man or animals. In situ growth is not likely, since the 
sequence corresponds to a fluvial sequence further north in the 
section which is followed immediately by a series of stagnant 
ponds. Water deposition is also unlikely as the energy of this 
environment seems too low to transport and deposit the wood. This 
leaves deposition by man or beavers as the most likely 
possibility. 

Upper vegetation 
The upper part 
woody fragments 
vegetation. 

layers 
of the woody layer is of a different 
consist of small twigs, bark and 
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The sediment content is: 

Gravel, coarse sand, medium sand 20 
Fine sand, silt, clay 80 

EDEN WALK II 

This represents a different environment: low energy levels and an 
accumulation of woody debris under natural conditions of marshy, 
non-flowing water conditions. 

The burnt flint layer 
The sediments in this layer are: 

Gravel 
Coarse sand 
Medium sand 
Fine sand 
Clay/silt 

37 
5.5 

24 
19.5 

4 

This represents a very high energy environment of active river 
flow. The accumulated debris may therefore have been derived from 
the immediate vicinity or indeed from elsewhere by erosion of 
existing deposits. 

Later river activity 
The southern end of the W section show a stacked series of 
channel deposit structures. The average width of each structure 
is about 66cm and probably indicates periodic flow. A typical 
deposit from this sequence is a sandy silt with coloured patches: 

Gravel 2 
Coarse sand 2 
Medium sand 45 
Fine sand 37 
silt clay 14 

Included within the clasts, predominantly flint, are chalk clasts 
1-2mm in size. This evidence suggests a low to moderate energy 
environment, allowing the deposition of medium sand particles, 
possibly dying away and depositing fine sand, silt and clay. This 
suggests periods of major flow alternating with periods of low 
flow. 

Silt/clay with rootlets 
Between and above these units are layers of brown sandy silt with 
rootlets: 

Gravel 
Coarse sand 
Medium sand 
Fine sand 
Silt/clay 

% 
1 
1 

32 
47.5 
18.5 
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EDEN WALK II 

These proportions represent a predominantly low energy 
environment with rootlets indicating a terrestrial environment or 
marsh. Layer 38 at the Send ·of the W section is a grey clay with 
sand: 

% 
Gravel 0 
Coarse sand 0 
Medium sand 30 
Fine sand 17 
Silt/clay 53 

This represents a very low energy environment. The sediments also 
contained occasional chalk clasts and diatoms. It is suggested 
that the chalk clasts are derived via the Hogsmill River from the 
North Downs, indicating that the sediments included material from 
the main river and tributary stream. 

Discussion 
Many of the samples show split energy environments with 
approximately 10% gravel in a predominantly fin·e grained sample. 

suggests an environment of low energy, ie marsh, with 
periods of high energy, streams after winter floods, which would 
carry gravel, coarse sand, etc., and deposit it in lenses. 
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EDEN WALK II 

MOLLUSCS AND DIATOMS 

J Penn 

Molluscan material was examined from a sample of sediment from 
each of the main layers. Preservation was poor and the majority 
of the shells were in a fragmentary condition. The shells from 
within the human skull were indeterminate gastropods. From the 
peaty material immediately adjacent to the skull, the following 
species were identified: 

Discus rotundatus (Muller) 
Bithynia tentaculata (L) 
Valvata piscinalis (Muller) 
Ancylus fluviatilis (Muller) 

The last three species are all found in running water while 
rotundatus prefers to live under dead leaves, on bark or rotten 
wood. This is not at variance with environmental evidence derived 
from the sedimentary analysis. 

From sandy lenses within the lower wood layer three species were 
recovered: 

Sphaerium corneum (L) 
Bithynia tentaculata (L) 
Valvata piscinalis (Muller) 

Bithynia tentaculata is represented by opercula as well as shell 
material. Broken shell of Lymnaea sp. is also present. Sphaerium 
has a preference for clear water. The indications at this level 
are therefore also of moving water. 

The samples were also examined for diatoms. The only layer to 
yield diatoms was the upper gully fill (4A). The species recorded 
are: 

Achnanthes lanceolata Breb. 
Amphora ovalis Kutz 
campolylodiscus clypeus Ehr 
Diatoma vulgare Bory 
Melosira arenaria Moore 
Coscinodiscus lacustris Grun 

All these are freshwater species and perhaps indicate that the 
clay in layer 4A was laid down in a body of water connected with 
the open river. 
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EDEN WALK II 

PREHISTORIC WOOD 

I Tyers 

Introduction 
The wood collected from trench 77II was examined. This 'involved 
three separate lines of enquiry: 

(1) Identification of the species, 
(2) Identification of any signs of working by man, and 
(3) Dendrochronological analysis of any suitable material. 

The main objective of the study was to determine if the wood 
accumulated naturally or was laid down by prehistoric man. 

Samples 
The samples were collected in 1977 and stored in heavy duty 
polythene bags in the Kingston Museum store. Between 1977 and 
1987, when they were examined, they suffered badly. 

The wood was divided into two groups on the basis of the survival 
conditions. The majority had completely dried out. The timbers 
had become shrunken and compressed in storage. Some had 
disintegrated whilst others retained only a bark shell. The 
surfaces had cracked and split, and as a result,'anyevidence of 
working would have disappeared. The structure of the wood was 
extremely difficult to determine. A minority survived in a damp 
state. From some aspects this was an impr1ovement, but it had 
allowed fungal and micro-organism attack, and some of these 
timbers were a pulp. Most retained their structure, and some 
showed signs of the original surface. A total of 27 samples were 
examined from the waterlogged vegetation layers (table 3). 

Method 
The dry material was sieved through a 1mm mesh sieve to remove 
the sand from the original sediments and the dust produced from 
the breakdown of the samples. The resulting fragments were 
examined. The damp material was carefully washed if there was 
sufficient surviving structure to justify this. A subsample was 
taken for identification. 

Results 
(1) Identifications 
The identifications and interpretations are summarised in table 
3. The nature of the material made accurate identifications of 
the timbers problematic. All the wet samples were in an advanced 
state of decay. It is possible that some of the material is root-
WOOd, but all was dark red-brown, soft, diffuse to semi-ring 
porous, with probably single cell thick rays. Occasional radial 
files of pores were noted. From these macro- and microscopic 
characters Alder (Alnus sp) is the most likely candidate. The dry 
samples had shrunk and much of the material had disintegrated. 
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EDEN WALK II 

There is sufficient evidence to suggest that all these timbers 
are the same species as the wet timbers. 

Samples from layer 9 were mostly small twigs. Shrinkage makes the 
original sizes difficult to ascertain but they were mostly short 
fragments 5-10cm long and between 0.3 and 0.5cm in diameter. No 
attempt was made to identify them. A few fragments of hazel-nuts 
(Corylus sp.) and acorns (Ouercus sp.) were also present. 

(2) Wood working 
Most of the dry samples were broken lengths of roundwood. Three 
from layer 22 and one from 27 appear to include radially split 
material. None of these were suitable for identification of 
worked surfaces. Most of the wet samples were also broken lengths 
of roundwood. Two from layer 22 (s. 126) were short lengths 
10cms and 15cms diameter with apparently chopped ends, but this 
could have resulted from the method of collecting the samples. 
Two from layer 23 appeared to be split from the round, again this 
may have been during sampling. 

(3) Dendrochronology 
None of the material was suitable for dendrochronological 
analysis. 

Discussion 
Alder is a tree of river banks and low-lying marshy areas. The 
acorns, hazel-nuts and twigs are all the sort of material that 
falls into rivers during the autumn and tend to be deposited 
during autumn storms on river banks and backwater channels. All 
of this material could be derived from flood debris. Split and 
broken bits of wood are frequently blown out of trees during the 
autumn; alder is notorious for breaking up in the autumn, and 
natural radial splitting occurs. other possible origins of such 
collections of wood are a beaver dam or a stork's nest which has 
fallen to the ground. 

Since the original assessment of this material similar groups of 
prehistoric timbers on floodplain sites in London have been 
recovered at Bricklayers Arms and Phoenix Wharf. On both there 
was great difficulty in determining the original nature of the 
material, and such material is best interpreted in the ground in 
the first instance. Obviously the most interesting possibility is 
that they are derived from human activity in some way; 
unfortunately poor preservation of much of the material makes 
this extremely difficult to confirm from the wood samples 
themselves. 
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EDEN WALK II 

PREHISTORIC POTTERY 

D Field 

Prehistoric pottery was recovered from the vegetation layers, the 
burnt flint layer, and other lenses of channel fill. It is 
discussed here by period and type. 

Neolithic 
Six sherds of Mortlake ware, all probably from the same vessel 
(fig 10, a-d), were recovered from layers of water-logged wood 
during site watching. There are rim and shoulder sherds, enough 
to reconstruct two-thirds of the form of the vessel. The internal 
diameter at the rim is about 225mm and the height is estimated at 
about 250mm. The walls of the vessel vary slightly from 8-10mm in 
thickness. The fabric is gritty with flint inclusions, and in 
colour the core is dark grey. The interior is covered with a dark 
brown slip with some evidence of wiping, while the exterior is 
pinky-buff and stained grey-black by organic deposits. The rim is 
T-shaped and turned outwards from the neck. The neck itself is 
constricted and some 10mm narrower than the carinated shoulder on 
which it sits. The walls below the shoulder run vertically for 
70mm but start to run inwards after that, presumable towards a 
rounded or near rounded base. The breaks all appear to haye been 
made in antiquity, though they are not abraded. 

The vessel is profusely decorated with rows of 'maggot' motifs 
made with whipped cord wound round a stick with seven twists. At 
the shoulder is a row of straight 'maggots', where the cord has 
been wound transversely around the stick. Rustication occurs on 
the lower part of the body, and in a line on the lower part of 
the neck below a series of indentations which each measure some 
9mm diameter and are spaced 15-20mm apart around the neck. These 
were evidently made by impressing the neck wall with a stick or 
other kind of tool for they produce a series of swellings on the 
interior of the pot. Also inside a series of slashes are found 
around the circumference of the neck and shoulder, each between 
50-70mm in length and arranged in a herring - bone pattern, 
diverging diagonally both upwards towards the rim and downwards 
from the centre of the neck, sometimes cutting into the 
swellings. Similar decoration in a lattice pattern is present on 
the inside of bowls from the Thames at Mortlake (Museum of London 
A13666; A36680), and is a common Mortlake ware feature. 

A number of bowls and fragments of Mortlake ware have been found 
in the west London stretch of the Thames, in addition to the 
Mortlake bowl itself. other finds come from Brockham Sand Pit, 
weston Wood, Albury, and the secondary silts of the Badshot Lea 
long barrow ditch, all in surrey, and from a series of pits and 
scoops at Heathrow and sipson in Middlesex (Field & cotton 1987) 
and Petters Sports Field (O'Connell 1986). Other finds associated 
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with Mortlake ware are rare, though the recently excavated ring 
ditch at Shepperton has produced an important assemblage of 
pottery together with associated bone and flint work (P Jones 
pers comm). 

Early Bronze Age 
One sherd was recovered from the sounding dug below the main 
excavation area at the NE end of trench 7711, probably gravel 
layer 26. It is small, rather friable and abraded. It is grey 
ware, 6mm thick with calcined flint tempering and a brown 
exterior, displaying a scored herring bone decoration. A larger 
sherd (fig 10, e), the rim of a collared urn, was recovered 
during site watching, and assigned to layer 9. The collar 
measures 86mm high with its thickness reducing from 10mm mid-
collar to Smm below the collar. The internal diameter of the 
vessel mouth is approximately 200mm and the total height can be 
estimated to be in the region of 280mm. The fabric is hard and 
sandy with sparse flint temper. The internally bevelled rim 
carries a series of jabbe4 impressions around the circumference, 
and the collar carries a similar series of stab or jab marks made 
at an angle in a series of vertical row, each row about 20mm away 
from its neighbour. The vessel falls into the Secondary series of 
Collared Urns as defined by Longworth (1983). 

Middle Bronze Age 
A large rim sherd (fig 10, f) was recovered from layer 8, lying 
on a cattle jaw (fig 8 ) , which was subsequently used for 
radiocarbon determination. It is apparently from a Deverel-
Rimbury bucket urn. The vessel mouth measures some 30Smm internal 
diameter. The wall is up to 16mm thick, and the fabric is hard 
and tempered with large pieces of calcined flint and occasional 
pieces of grog. The colour is buff-grey throughout and there are 
striations suggesting horizontal wiping on the interior. The rim 
is plain and slightly rounded, though very slightly out-turned. 
There is an applied cordon SOmm below the rim, some 18mm wide 
with irregular but closely spaced finger or thumb impressions 
along its length aboutSmm apart. 

While conforming typologically with classic Deverel-Rimbury urns, 
these do not normally appear to have incorporated grog as a 
constituent of the temper. Calcined flint is the predominant 
tempering agent, particularly in the Lower Thames Valley (Barrett 
1973,113,116,118; Sheppard.197S,281; Cotton 1981,19). The rest of 
the diagnostic pottery from the layer is Iron Age, and the 
radiocarbon date supports this. Deverel-Rimbury styles do not 
appear to have survived much beyond c.900BC in the Lower Thames 
valley (Needham 1987) and this piece is therefore best regarded 
as redeposited. 

Iron Age 
There were Iron Age sherds in layers 3A, 4A, 7, 8 and 12. Those 
in layer 3A were found with Roman material, and are no doubt 
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residual. Layers 4A and 12 are the fills of a gully at the Send 
of the excavated area. Layer 8 is the excavated burnt flint 
layer, and layer 7 was immediately above that. They can be 
divided into two main fabrics, established by visual examination. 

fabric with flint and grog temper 1. Grey 
sixteen 
temper, 
usually 
stained. 
line on 
interior. 

sherds are in a friable grey material with calcined flint 
sometimes with occasional grog fragments. The exterior 
has a buff or brown slip, and some sherds are mineral 

Most are about 7mm thick. One has a horizontal scored 
the exterior and one displays finger wiping on the 
None has features which indicate the vessel forms. 

2. Hard sandy grey ware 
Fifteen sherds are of a hard sandy grey ware with minute and 
sparsely distributed calcined flint tempering. Most have a brown 
slip on the exterior and a black or grey slip on the interior. 
The vessel walls measure 7-10mm thick, though one vessel, at 5mm 
thick, is finer. Two give some indication of form, one a rounded 
shoulder and the other a base sherd from a relatively wide jar. 
The wall is 10mm thick, and the exterior and interior surfaces 
are grey. 

A fine ware is also present, being represented by two small rim 
sherds from the same vessel, with a fabric of fine hard sandy 
grey ware, the thickness only 4mm and black slip burnished both 
inside and out. The rim is plain, but there is a hint of a 
carinated shoulder. On the evidence of the base sherd and fine 
ware rim, and of the fabric generally, the assemblage might be 
dated to the earlier part of the Iron Age, assuming some 
chronological indication in the change from flint to sandy temper 
as suggested by Needham & Longley (1980, 413). with so few 
features, it would be unsafe to suggest more than a very general 
date range. The radiocarbon date obtained on the jaw would fit 
this group. 

The pottery from layer 12 contains 15 sherds that form the rim, 
shoulder and wall of an open bowl (fig 10, h) with a high rounded 
shoulder with a thin, simple, slightly everted rim. The thickness 
varies from 5-7mm and the fabric is hard and sandy, sparsely 
tempered with small pieces of calcined flint. The colour is 
patchy, from light to dark grey with traces of a burnished black 
slip on the exterior and on the inside of the rim and shoulder. 
Also in layer 12 was a rim sherd of a cup (fig 10, g). 
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FIRED CLAY 

D Field 

Two spherical objects, apparently of fired clay with flint 
inclusions, c.15mm in diameter, were found in the gully fill 
(12). One has a groove on one side as though it was attached to 
something. The other is more oval and has a plain surface. The 
function of these intriguing objects is unknown. A lump of baked 
clay 115 x 85 x 50mm weighing 25g was found in the upper fill of 
the gully (4A). The surface is quite smooth and there are no 
wattle impressions. One surface, perhaps the outer, is smoothed 
and rounded. The fragment may be from a pit lining. The edges are 
abraded, probably the result of water rolling. A further fired 
clay fragment 115 x 65 x 60mm weighing 45g was recovered while 
site watching. Small particles of gravel are incorporated. There 
is no evidence of wattling. As with the previous object, the 
edges are abraded. 
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WORKED FLINT 

D Field 

A total of 92 pieces of struck flint was recovered from the 
excavation. With the exception of an oblique arrowhead from layer 
22, most was undiagnostic (fig 11). The raw material is mostly 
river gravel, and the dominant colour grey, the spectrum ranging 
from browny-grey to black. For the most part the assemblage 
retains a fresh, opaque appearance, sometimes mottled with milky 
inclusions. The edges remain sharp, perhaps indicating that the 
material was sealed not too long after being knapped. Some pieces 
show evidence of exposure to heat, and may have become utilized, 
intentionally or not, with the mass of burnt flint found. The 
distribution in the various layers is shown in table 5. 

TABLE 5. Distribution of worked flint by layer 

Type Layer 
2 3/3A 8 12 18 22 26 u/s 

Primary flake/blade 1 1 2 1 7 
Secondary flake/blade 1 3 3 1 7 7 4 
Broken flake 1 1 1 2 1 2 
Thinning flake 1 
utilized flake 2 3 2 
Blade 1 2 1 
Waste 1 10 3 1 5 2 1 
Core 2 2 
Scraper 1 
Arrowhead 1 
Knife 1 
Retouched pebble 1 
Hammerstone 1 

pebbles 2 

Total 1 4 21 8 3 20 24 11 

The 24 pieces from layer 26 were recovered from a test pit 1m 
square dug at the NW end of the trench. They were scooped out by 
hand from deposits immediately below the water level. The flakes 
were blade-like and squat in almost equal proportions. They 
comprise: two cores, prismatic with platforms at opposing ends, 
one of which was for small blades (fig 11, a); a side and end 
scraper, thick and sturdy, with traces of burning (fig 11, b); a 
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flake with crushing along one edge may have served as a 
fabricator (fig 11, 1), utilised flakes (fig 11, c, d), a 
utilized blade (fig 11, i) and a very fine oblique arrowhead 
(fig 11, h). Such arrowheads are usually associated with 
Grooved Ware, but have also been found with Peterborough ware and 
Collared Urns, and their use might therefore be current from 
c.2100bc to perhaps as late as 1500bc (Green 1980, 115). 

The 21 pieces from layer 22, the lower vegetation layer are 
flint-knapping debris, with both squat and blade-like flakes 
present. There are no diagnostic tools, but three flakes have 
been utilized (fig 11, f). The 22 pieces from the burnt flint 
layer are also mostly unused flakes or waste material. One has 
been utilized (fig 11, e) and a second snapped. A thinning flake 
may have come from an axe-like tool. Like the finds from layer 
22, this is a crude flake industry with no diagnostic artefacts, 
and it may have served a variety of domestic function. Two 
polishing pebbles were also present, which may have been used for 
burnishing pottery. 

Among the unstratified flints found during site watching are a 
number of flakes including a large utilized example (fig 11, k) 
and a broken bifacially retouched implement (fig 11, j), probably 
a knife. A leaf-shaped arrowhead was recovered from the 
exploratory deep sounding in trench 74A (fig 11, g). 

STORE OBJECTS 

D Field & J Penn 

Two stone fragments were recovered, apparently quern stone 
fragments. The first (M is from the base of the middle 
channel filIon the E side of the 77II (layer 2). The dimensions 
are 80 x 63mm x 57mm thick at the rim, and the weight is 35g. It 
is of volcanic lava, probably from the Eifel region. It appears 
to be from the upper stone. The second_iM fig 14, 2) was from the 
burn flint layer (8). It is a fragment of volcanic ash, 26g, 
possibly from the same source as the first. The dimensions are 75 
x 70mm, with a maximum thickness of 42mm, reducing to 32mm. It 
appears to be part of a saddle quern: and one surface has 
striations and patches of organic debris. 
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M fig 14. Eden Walk II: two quem fragments from middle channel 
fill (2). Top: fragment of upper stone; bottom: fragment of 
saddle quern. 

".--........... -..... - -.. I 
J 

/('P77 11: 
AlA 

i?R IS'4-7 

O .. .. 

'<P77 :II: AlA. 

66 

® l.,,)iltJ ao\1e,.. 
Qu:m 

&i<! IS: 4-4-

I . 
, ,/ 



EDEN WALK II 

BURNT FLINT 

D Field & D Serjeantson 

Layer 8 consisted largely of burnt flints; and a few were present 
in the vegetation layers below. They were also found in the fill 
of the channel or gully which cut the earlier prehistoric 
deposits (12) and sporadically in other layers of later channel 
fill in trenches 7711, 74A and 76B, where they are no doubt 
reworked. 

Layer 8 
The 9.6kg sample was scanned in trays and the cultural material, 
three struck flakes and two unidentifiable scraps of animal bone, 
were extracted. The remainder consisted of burnt flint, unburnt 
flint pebbles, and small pieces of wood. A subsample of 20% was 
sieved through a 4mm mesh sieve to investigate pebble size and 
proportion of burnt flint (table 6). The smaller fraction (12.5% 
by weight of the total) was mainly small flint pebbles, very few 
of which were burnt; there was almost no sediment of sand grain 
size or smaller. This finding differs from the particle size 
analysis, in which a higher proportion of sand grain size or less 
was present. The exact sampling point was not recorded, and these 
were presumably taken from different positions in the layer and 
emphasise its variability. Of a random sample of 20 pebbles 
measured, the mean dimension was 22mm and the range was from 5mm 
to 55mm. 

TABLE 6. Proportion of burnt flint in a 2kg subsample Qf the 
sample from layer 8 

Sediment <4mm (flint pebbles) 
Burnt flint >4mm 
Unburnt stone >4mm 
Wood fragments 

kg 

0.25 
1.40 
0.30 
0.05 

% 

12.5 
70 
15 

2.5 

2.00 100 

The proportion of burnt flint by weight in the material >4mm was 
70%; of the remainder, 12% was unburnt stone, and 2.5% was 
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organic material. The unburnt stone was mainly flint pebbles of 
varying sizes, with half a dozen small pebbles of other types of 
stone. The small component of organic material was dried out 
broken pieces of wood, all below about 30mm across. The colour of 
the burnt flints was predominantly dark to light grey, and a few 
were pink. They are well broken and cracked and only a few retain 
cortex. 

Vegetation layers 
A number of burnt flints were also found in layers 22 and 26. The 
largest and most complete pebbles are from layer 22. Although 
mostly broken they average 78mm across. They range in colour from 
dull dark grey to light grey, and like those from layer 8 are 
covered with a maze of hairline cracks. The burnt pieces from the 
basal gravel layer (26) are slightly more fragmentary with an 
average maximum size of 45-50mm across. 

There are several possible reasons for the size differences 
between the material. The flint in layer 8 has been water-sorted, 
so the pebble size has little cultural significance. It is 
possible that treatment of the flint may accounts for differences 
in size between those from the lower layers. Flint fractures in 
different ways according to whether it is put in water after 
being heated, or has water poured on to it to create steam. A 
further possibility is that the smaller size of the pebbles from 
layer 26 may indicate that they had been used or reused. 
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WORKED ABTLER 

D Serjeantson 

Three pieces of worked antler were recovered during site 
watching. SF17 and SF18 were recorded as coming from layer 9, ie 
a layer of waterlogged vegetation, and SF19 was reported to be 
from an adjacent sandy alluvial layer. A fourth nearly complete 
antler with no trace of working was found with a sherd of pottery 
during excavation at the base of the middle channel fill 2A 
(fig 5). Further fragments without evidence of working were 
also found. 

SF17 
A shed red deer right antler, with the burr, part of the beam and 
the brow tine present (fig 9). until the age of about seven years 
deer antlers become progressively larger and more elaborate: this 
example is from a stag of at least three years (Lawrence & Brown 
1974). The beam has been cut through 80mm above the burr using 
the a technique of cutting around the beam and snapping through 
the cancellous tissue inside. A groove has been cut round the 
base of the brow tine, in preparation for detaching the tine. 
This antler was discarded or lost while it was being worked on. 

SF18 
A shed right red deer antler with burr, part of the beam, brow, 
bez, and trez tines present (fig 9). This was shed by a stag at 
least four years old. The beam is broken above the trez tine. A 
groove has been cut round the circumference of the beam about 
50mm above the burr, but the beam has not yet been snapped off. 

SF19 
A shed left antler base (fig 9) from a stag of at least four 
years. There is slight damage to the burr and the double brow 
tines were chopped or charred and snapped off in antiquity. The 
cut above the bez tine is irregular, either as a result of damage 
or a cruder chopping method. 

Discussion 
All three worked antlers were shed: as Legge (1982) points out in 
connection with the antler picks from Grimes Graves, shed antler 
was more often chosen for use than antlers removed from the heads 
of slain deer. 

The same technique has been .used for SF17 and SF18. The circular 
cuts round the beam are carefully grooved, their location is near 
the burr, and in SF17 the brow tine is in course of being 
detached. The intention was not to make an antler pick, for which 
the brow tine was left on, the bez and trez tines, if present, 
were detached, and the beam cut 20 - 30 cm above the burr. The 
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technique here is similar to that seen at the Bronze Age 
settlement at Runnymede (Needham & Longley 1980, Needham 1986): 
detached tines were used at Runnymede and at some other 
contemporary sites to make objects such as cheek pieces for horse 
gear, toggles and other items. However, SF17 has also been cut 
accross the beam, and the aim here appears to have been the 
creation of an artefact using the antler base, probably an antler 
sleeve. The example, No. 278 from Cop Heap Hill barrow 
(Annable & Simpson 1964, 106) uses this part of the antler and 
has similar dimensions. 

The working on SF19 also appears to have involved removing the 
brow tine and the beam above the burr, but here a crude chop was 
used. Slight staining on the burr may be the result of burning, 
a technique used in antler working at Hambledon Hill and Grimes 
Graves (Legge pers comm). 

The possibility must be considered that the finding of two 
antlers which are still only part way through the process of 
working up into artefacts within a river channel is more than 
coincidence. Experimental work has shown that antler (unlike 
bone) is softened by soaking, and is easier to work effectively 
in this condition than when it is dry (Newcomer 1977, MacGregor 
1985). We may be seeing here antlers which were deliberately put 
in the river to soak, but for some reason were never recovered. 
If this is so, the unworked but nearly complete example should 
also perhaps be considered as placed deliberately in the channel. 
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HUMAN BONES 

T Waldron & D Serjeantson 

Three human bones were found: the frontal bone of a skull, a left 
clavicle, and a right femur. The frontal bone (fig 7) was exposed 
by the Hymac at the NW end of the trench, and the area was then 
cleaned by hand. While its location in plan was clear (fig 5) its 
stratigraphic position is less certain as there was some 
compaction and damage by the tracks and bucket tines of the 
Hymac. It was recorded as coming from the top of the vegetation 
deposits (19), but was thought likely to have come from a higher 
layer (17 or 18). The clavicle was recovered during the 
excavation from the burnt flint layer (8). Both therefore 
probably belong with the Iron Age finds. The femur was recovered 
during site watching. It was recorded as coming from layer 9, ie 
a layer with waterlogged vegetation, and the colour and condition 
of the bone support this. Its exact find spot was not recorded. 
It has a radiocarbon date of 3550+ 85 BP (table 2). 

Skull fragment SFl 
This is the greater part of the frontal bone, which to judge from 
the morphology of the supra-orbital ridges, is from a male. The 
age cannot be determined other than to say that he was adult. The 
surface is well preserved but the bone has suffered a good deal 
of post depositional damage. Part of both orbital plates has been 
lost and the bone is broken anteriorly just distal to the 
glabella, exposing the nasal sinuses and posteriorly, in front of 
the coronal suture. The right half of the bone is slightly larger 
than the left. There are no pathological abnormalities. The bone 
shows retention of the metopic suture which usually disappears at 
the age of 1-2, but persists into adulthood in a small proportion 
of the population. The percentage of metopism in a sample of Iron 
Age and Romano-British burials studied was 9.9% (Brothwell 1981). 

Clavicle SF7 
This is from an adult, probably a female. The proximal and distal 
ends are broken post-mortem, apparently post depositional damage. 

Femur SF20 
The head is missing, but the general morphology and slender shaft 
suggest that it is from a female. The bone has suffered post-
mortem damage. At the top it is broken anteriorly along a line 
roughly parallel with the trochanteric line. Posteriorly the 
damage extends rather more inferiorly and ends just below the 
trochanteric ridge. Thus both the greater and lesser trochanters 
are missing, together with the head and neck. At the bottom end 
both condyles have been damaged, the medial more than the 
lateral. The gluteal tuberosity is prominent, forming a third 
trochanter, and the insertion of the gluteus maximus is roughened 
and makes a hypotrochanteric fossa. The origin of the medial head 
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of gastrocnemius on the postero-medial part of the popliteal 
surface of the bone is also roughened. There are no obvious 
pathological changes on the bone. There are cut marks on the bone 
which are the subject of further examination. 

Discussion 
Human skulls have been found in considerable numbers in the 
Thames over the years, including many at Kingston. As with the 
archaeological artefacts from the river it is difficult to 
determine whether they were deliberately placed in the river, 
were washed in from adjacent banks or found their way into the 
river by some other accidental means. The condition suggests that 
they were buried rapidly, rather than exposed to damage on a 
ground surface, but as they are from contexts which are probably 
reworked the human bones therefore cannot contribute evidence to 
support or disprove any of these views. 
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PREHISTORIC AND ROMANO-BRITISH ANIMAL BONES 

D Serjeantson 

Introduction 
A small number of animal bones were recovered from the 
excavations of trench 7711, and others were recovered during site 
watching. The sample is not large enough to make a contribution 
to the understanding of human exploitation of animals in 
prehistoric and early Kingston, but it was possible to 
investigate whether the bones are from animals which were 
consumed and discarded at a human settlement or from those which 
died naturally. The condition of the bones provided some 
indication whether they were originally deposited in the channel 
or were washed into the deposits from elsewhere. 

Recovery 
As the time allowed for excavation was short, it was devoted 
mainly to cleaning and planning the surface of the wood layers, 
and section recording. Thus the bone collection was from deposits 
hand picked in difficult recovery conditions. It is almost 
certainly biased in favour of larger bones; however the fact that 
there were few bone fragments in the bulk samples confirms that 
bone was indeed sparse. 

Identifications 
Bones were identified and checked as necessary with modern 
reference specimens at Kingston Museum and Birkbeck College 
Centre for Extra-Mural Studies. The prehistoric caprovine bones 
were too fragmentary for distinction between sheep and goat to be 
made. Measurements (von den Driesch 1976) where not quoted in the 
text are in the archive report at Kingston Museum, where the 
bones are also stored. 

Prehistoric animal bones 
Basal gravel and sand (23, 26) 
The humerus of a dog and a broken cattle scapula were present in 
layer 23, and a fragment of unworked shed red deer antler and a 
pig scapula were recovered from layer 26. The pig scapula is 
severely eroded, apparently the result of percolating ground 
water in the sandy sediments. The dog humerus (length = 140mm) is 
from an animal with a shoulder height of O.45m. This is within 

waterlogged vegetation layers (9 and 22) 
Most of the 29 bones recovered are from domestic animals (table 
7). The cattle (5) and the sheep or goat (2) are certainly 
domestic, and the pig (4) probably so, but post-cranial bones of 
small wild pigs cannot be distinguished morphologically from 
domestic pigs. The bovine thoracic vertebra has cut marks on the 
ventral surface, and the pig tibia has been partly demolished by 
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a dog. These derive from human settlement. None of the red deer 
antler fragments found in excavation was worked. One of the three 
from these layers was a shed antler base. The red deer tibia has 
no traces of human modification or gnawing. These are not 
therefore positively associated with human settlement. However 
other antlers found in site watching (fig 9) do have traces of 
working. All the bones are stained dark brown. Approximately one 
third (9) have some degree of calcareous concretion ("Thames 
race"), and others are unaffected. The red deer tibia and the 
sheep or goat humerus from context 22 have the multiple light 
random striations on the surface characteristic of water 
transport (Shipman 1981). It is concluded that though at least 
the bones of the domestic animals are ultimately derived from 
human activity, some have suffered some degree of water transport 
since deposition. 

TABLE 7. Animal species and bone distribution from the water-
logqed veqetation layers (9, 22) 

ANTLER 
HUMERUS 
RADIUS 
TIBIA 
PHALANX 1 
CERV.VERT. 
THOR. VERT. 
LUMB.VERT. 
RIB 
UNID. 

RED CATTLE 
DEER 

3 

2 
1 

2 
1 

4 5 

PIG SHEEP COW SH/PIG 
/GOAT SIZE SIZE 

2 

1 
1 

2 1 
2 6 

4 2 3 6 

OHIO. TOTAL 

3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
3 
8 

5 5 

5 29 
-----------------------------------------------------------------

The burnt flint layer (8) 
Altogether 28 bones were recovered from the burnt flint layer 
(table 8). Though most of the identified bones (16 out of 21) are 
from domestic animals, five are from red deer, including three 
metacarpals and part of a fourth and a thoracic vertebra. As 
there are four bones of the same type, it is most likely that 
they were deliberately collected, possibly for bone working, 
though the bones show no traces of this. One has been gnawed by a 
carnivore, probably a domestic dog. The two cattle ribs have cut 
marks and the cattle tibia has a distinct percussion point 
midshaft where it has been crudely chopped, showing that these 
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bones were discarded after butchery. Five have traces of gnawing. 

TABLE 8. Animal species and bone distribution from the burnt 
flint layer (8) 

RED CATTLE PIG 
DEER 

SKULL FRG 
MAXILLA 
MANDIBLE 
METACARPAL 4 
FEMUR 
TIBIA 
CALCANEUM 
METATARSAL 
PHALANX 1 
ATLAS 
CERV.VERT. 
THOR. VERT. 1 
RIB 
VERT FRAG 
UNIDENTIFIED 

5 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

1 
2 

8 

1 

1 

1 

3 

SHEEP DOG 
/GOAT 

1 
2 
1 

1 
1 

5 1 

COW SH/PIG TOTAL 
SIZE SIZE 

1 
1 
1 
4 
3 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

1 1 4 
2 1 3 

1 1 

3 3 28 

The surface condition of the bones from these deposits is good, 
with the exception of the gnawed red deer metacarpal found with 
the urn rim sherd and the cattle jaw, SF 5 (fig 7), which has 
a heavily eroded surface. Contact with the river sediments has 
stained all the bones from this layer dark brown. Some are 
lightly encrusted with calcareous concretion. Another of the red 
deer metacarpals has light randomly oriented scratches on the 
surface of the bone shaft, visible to the naked eye, indicating 
that it has been rolled or exposed to water transport. The small 
number of bones with eroded and scratched surfaces suggests that 
they are close to their original context of deposition. The 
number of bones of domestic animals and the butchery evidence 
shows that they derived from settlement debris. 

Middle channel fill (2A, SF4) 
A shed and unworked red deer antler and five other bones (table 
9) were found with a sherd of prehistoric pottery at the base of 
the silty clay channel fill layers. They are probably reworked 
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from the prehistoric contexts. The bones are a red deer 
metacarpal with cut marks at the proximal end, with 
marks seen on reindeer metatarsals resulting from pr1mary or 
secondary butchery (Binford 1981, 119), three cattle bones and a 
pig skull fragment. 

TABLE 9. Species and bone distribution froll. layer 2A 

RED DEER CATTLE PIG TOTAL 

SKULL FRAGMENT 1 1 
ANTLER 1 1 
ATLAS 1 2 
VERTERBA FRAGMENT 1 1 
RADIUSjULNA 1 2 
METACARPAL 1 

TOTAL 7 

Layer 4A 
A fragmentary cattle skull with part of two horn cores and five 
other bones (table 10) were recovered from the upper layers of 
the gulley cutting the earlier prehistoric layers at the south 
end of trench II. All are fragmentary and from domestic animals, 
and a rib fragment probably from cattle has heavy cut marks. 
These derive from human activity. 

TABLE 10. Anim.al species and bone distribution froll. layer 4A 

SKULL 
+HORN CORES 
JAW 
SCAPULA 
RIB 
VERTEBRA 

TOTAL 

CATTLE SHEEP 
/GOAT 

1 
1 
1 

COW 
SIZE 

1 

76 

SHEEP/PIG 
SIZE 

1 
1 

TOTAL 

1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

6 

I . 



EDEN WALK II 

Roman-British bone group (3, 3A, SF2) 

About 160 bones found in sandy middle channel fill layers were 
found in association with Romano-British pottery and tile (table 
11). There are 10 recorded fragments of cattle skull and maxilla 
which are judged to come from three skulls, at least two of which 
were probably whole when discarded. Most of the identified bones 
(37) are from cattle. There are also 14 pig bones, two horn cores 
from two different sheep and a further nine bones which may be 
from sheep or goat. The cattle skull with surviving maxillary 
dentition (P4 and M2) is from an animal slaughtered at about 50 
months (Higham 1967), and the depth of the supra-orbital grooves 
place it in Grigson's age group 2-3 which suggests the same age 
(Grigson 1978). There were four dog bones, three of which could 
have come from a single dog, and a scaphoid, 26.5mm long from a 
larger animal, a cat pelvis, the humerus of domestic fowl and one 
find from a wild animal, phalanx 1 of a hare (Lepus sp). 

Three had clearly been chopped, and eight had cut marks, and the 
indurated condition of others may mask other butchery traces. six 
cattle and two pig bones have traces of gnawing. Most of the 
bones are probably domestic food remains, but a further component 
of the group appears to be carcasses of pets (the dog and cat 
bones) and possibly butchery waste (the cattle and sheep skulls). 
Such a mixture of rubbish is quite common, especially in rubbish 
found in the periphery of settlements. At Roman Exeter, for 
instance, a ditch outside the town contained a collection of cow 
skulls (Maltby 1979), and others were also found with mixed 
rubbish in pits outside the town of Great Chesterford 
(Serjeantson 1989). These bones are clearly from settlement 
rubbish. Most were encrusted with the greenish-yellow sand of the 
deposit in which they were found, and some also had the 
calcareous concretion of the bones from lower sediements. 
However, the bones formed a dense cluster, indicating that the 
bones had not travelled far from their original point of 
deposition. 
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TABLE 11. Animal species and bone distribution from the Romano-
British bone group (3/3A, SF2) 

Cattle pig Sheep Sheep Dog Cat Hare Bird Cattle Sheep Uniden-
/Goat size size tified 

HORN CORE 2 
SKULL 5 1 1 5 
MAXILLA 5 1 1 
MANDIBLE 1 2 
SCAPULA 2 1 
HUMERUS 1 1 1 
RADIUS 1 1 
ULNA 1 
CARP/TARS 1 1 
METACARPAL 
PELVIS 2 2 1 1 1 
FEMUR 5 2 2 
TIBIA 1 1 
ASTRAGALUS 1 
CALCANEUM 1 
METATARSAL 2 1 
PHALANX 1 1 1 
PHALANX 2 1 
PHALANX 3 2 
SESAMOID 1 
CERV. VERT. 3 1 
THOR. VERT. 1 1 1 
LUMB. VERT. 1 
CAUDAL VERT. 1 
VERT. FRAG. 1 2 
RIB 1 1 6 25 1 
L-B SPLINTER 2 7 14 
UNIDENTIFIED 25 

37 14 2 9 4 1 1 3 15 46 26 

TOTAL 158 
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ROHARO-BlUTISH POTTERY 

J Higson & S Degnan 

Finds of Romano-British pottery and other material have often 
been made in Kingston (Serjeantson 1981), but until 1989 none has 
been found in primary contexts (Emery 1990). The pottery, 
building material and animal bones recovered in the Eden Walk II 
excavations are all from secondary or reworked contexts. The 
provenance of the material is summarised in table 12 and the 
pottery is catalogued in table 13. 

TABLE 12. Eden Walk II: provenance of Romano-British finds of 
pottery and tile 

74A: 20 

74A: 791 

74D: 592 
76B: 7 

. 76B: 20 
76B: 29 
76B: 103 
76G: 29 
76G: 33 
77II:3/3A 
77II: 4A 
77II: 9 
77V: 2 

Upper fill of Post-Medieval ditch which cut the 
rootlet clay 
Deep sounding through river channel fill deposits to 
prehistoric deposits at water table 
Medieval feature 
Early medieval ditch which also contained Pagan Saxon 
and Saxo-Norman hand made pottery. 
Medieval feature 
Medieval feature 
Early medieval ditch (as 7) 
Fill of medieval ditch or pond cutting rootlet clay 
Medieval feature 
Sandy lens of middle river channel fill 
Gully or ditch at base of middle channel fill 
Prehistoric water-logged vegetation layer 
Gravel bank 

The largest quantity was from 77II, layer 3/3A, a group of animal 
bones with sherds and tile (SF2), found in the middle channel 
fill layers at the S end of trench 77II. The S end of trench 74A 
was very close to this, and the finds 'from 74A (791) may be part 
of this group. The finds appear to have been washed into the 
sediments by river action, but had probably not travelled far 
from the original place of deposition. other material is residual 
finds from Medieval and later deposits. 

The pottery consists mainly of small, abraded sherds, making 
identification and dating difficult. The majority of the sherds 
are, not surprisingly, coarse grey wares from the Alice Holt 
kilns on the Surrey/Hampshire border. They include sherds from 
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jars, bowls and a flagon. There are also two sherds and one 
fragment of samian ware. The larger sherds are probably from 
plates, and one has the corner of a stamp surviving. A fragment 
of red burnished ware, 3mm across, was recovered in the sieved 
samples from the prehistoric layers. It is small enough to have 
travelled down through root action. 

ROMANO-BRITISH BUILDING MATERIAL 

J Higson & S Degnan 

The building material comprises brick, tile and daub. Its 
provenance is summarised in table 12. One of the pieces of combed 
flue tile came from the gravel bank on the edge of the water-
channel in trench 77V at the NE end of the site (fig 1). This 
trench was opened but not further investigated, as no features 
were found. In 1989 evidence of Roman occupation was found the 
other side of Eden street, so this may have been part of the same 
deposit. The tile is broken and abraded tegula and brick, with 
some combed flue tile (fig 14). Most of it is in the local, red 
sandy fabric (2815) which dates from the first century onwards. A 
few fragments from trench 76B (103), are in a later variant 
(2459B), which dates from the mid second century onwards. There 
are two fragments of combed flue tile in a shelly fabric (2456), 
from trench 74A (791) and from 77V (2), which came from the area 
around Harrold in Bedfordshire, a fabric which does not appear in 
London before the late second/third century. 
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TABLE 13. Eden Walk II: Catalogue of Romano-British pottery 

Trench 74A 20 
Flagon/flask rim from Alice Holt, cf. Millett (1979) Type 37. 
AD 160+ ? 

Trench 74D 592. 
Base of an Alice Holt jar. Not closely dateable. 

Trench 76B 7 
4 sherds of Alice Holt ware. 1 a jar, others probably so. 1 has 
burnishing. 
2 other grey ware sherds, one possibly BB2 or imitation with 
burnished verttical lines. All sherds very small. 
Trench 76B 20 
1 very small sherd of grey ware with burnished loops 
Trench 76B 29 
1 small sherd of late Alice Holt jar with combed decoration. 
AD 200-325. 
Trench 76B 103 
1 oxidised sherd with grey core. ? storage jar or amphora. 
8 sherds from Alice Holt jars, 2 with cordons, 1 burnished. Not 
closely dateable. 
1 base sherd from grey ware jar. 
2 sherds of samian ware, 1 footring of Central Gaulish (?) 
DR18/31 plate, AD 100-160, 1 South Gaulish (?) plate with edge of 
stamp surviving. 

Trench 76G 29 
1 small abraded sherd of Central Gaulish (?) samian ware. 
Trench 76G 33 
1 large sherd of Alice Holt jar, slightly overfired on exterior 
giving a metallic sheen in patches. AD 45-200. 

Trench 77II 3/3A SF2 
5 very small and extremely abraded sherds, possibly from the 
Alice Holt kilns. 
3 abraded sherds of Alice Holt ware. 
1 very abraded sherd of BB1, possibly a bowl. 

Trench 77II 4A 
1 sherd Alice Holt cordoned jar, cf Lyne & Jefferies (1979) 
Class 1. AD 70-200 
1 abraded sherd of an oxidised ware jar 

Trench 77II 9 (Sample 131) 
1 tiny fragment of oxidised ware. 

Trench 77V 2 
1 sherd Alice Holt convex-sided dish, cf. Lyne & Jefferies (1979) 
6.A.3. AD 160-270 
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