
Two lead weights from  Surrey

The two decorated objects described and illustrated here (fig 1) are thought to be weights of 
medieval date.

Weight 1 was found during the observation of initial soil removal prior to building works 
at Wiggie, Redhill (TQ  285 510) in 1991 (Williams 1991). The design, slightly damaged, 
appears to be an eight-petalled flower within a toothed border. At the centre is what appears 
to be a squashed suspension loop. The object weighs 136 grams. In the general area was 
found a scatter of pottery of 13th and 14th century date and a 13th centuryjeton. No good 
parallels have been found for this cylindrical weight which may be of medieval date.

Weight 2 was found by Mr Raymond Hardy on the surface of a field near South Park moat 
(now the Surrey Archaeological Society’s property), Grayswood, near Haslemere (SU 916 
356). The decoration on this weight, although not well moulded, appears to consist of fleurs- 
de-lis spaced so as to form a four-armed cross, with crosses in the angles.

Clear parallels for this type of disc-shaped weight have recently been published from 
excavations in Winchester (Biddle 1990). A late Saxon date is given to two weights similar to 
the South Park example (3188, 3194) entirely on the basis of the ‘floriated equal-armed 
crosses ... of Late Saxon character’ on these and two other Winchester weights with copper 
alloy sheathing. However, the two disc weights from Winchester are poorly moulded and the



precise form of their decoration is unclear. Significandy these weights were found in late- or 
post-medieval or undated contexts. Indeed the initial certainty of a late Saxon date becomes 
less so later in the report. Kruse (1992, 84) also casts doubt on the suggested Saxon date of 
these weights. G Egan informs me of a weight from London (Egan forthcoming, no 993) 
which exhibits fleur-de-lis decoration arranged in a similar pattern. This was from a mid-14th 
century context.

The South Park weight is 150 grams and thus is intermediate in weight between the two 
Winchester examples (which weigh 140g and 155.8g) and a little more than double the 
weight of that from London. Those from Winchester are both thought by Biddle to represent 
one third of a mercantile pound which, he states (1990, 911) , went out of use in the late 13th 
or 14th century. The fleurs-de-lis on the South Park weight suggests a later medieval and 
probably 14th century date. The two weights from Winchester, whose decoration appears 
similar to the South Park example, are also more likely to be late medieval than late Saxon.
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