
Archaeological investigations of land at 
Ravenscroft Road, St George’s Hill, Weybridge

Introduction
This report concerns the archaeological investigation of a site, in advance of residential develop-
ment, at Ravenscroft Road on the south-western side of St George’s Hill, Weybridge (TQ086 
616 centre).

The investigation site lay immediately outside the defences of a large multivallate Iron Age 
hillfort, scheduled as an ancient monument. The earthwork ramparts, which enclose an area of 
the hilltop of c 5.5ha, follow the 75m contour and generally take the form of an inner bank with 
an external ditch and outer counterscarp bank. To the west, however, the ramparts were con-
structed with three banks and two ditches across an area of the hilltop which was more 
vulnerable to attack. To the north-east an additional D-shaped rampart encloses an area in 
which a stream formerly ran, protecting the water source. This was also constructed as an 
additional defence for an entrance way into the main enclosure (fig 1).

The hillfort had previously been investigated by Gardiner (1911) and Poulton & O’Connell 
(1984). The former work had produced small quantities of Iron Age pottery and slag, while the 
latter had demonstrated two main phases in the construction of the hillfort’s defences.

It was considered likely by Surrey County Council’s archaeological officers that the 
hillslopes surrounding the hillfort, including the investigation site, were likely to have been 
utilized for agriculture in the Iron Age, and that evidence of Iron Age land division and 
agrarian practices might occur. Accordingly, a programme of archaeological evaluation (and 
subsequently excavation) was agreed and implemented in advance of any construction works.

The investigations
The archaeological evaluation was undertaken between 24 and 28 April 1995. Four trenches 
each measuring approximately 14m x 4m, were centred on the locations of four proposed house 
plots, where the potential archaeological impact of the development was greatest (fig 2).

The topsoil was removed with a 360° tracked mechanical excavator using a ditching bucket 
and the trenches were then hand cleaned. Further ground reduction, where appropriate, was 
then undertaken by mechanical excavator. All significant archaeological features and deposits 
were excavated by hand. All such features and deposits were recorded in plan or section.

Trench 1 was located to the north of the site. The trench revealed a modern drainage cut and 
a contemporary tennis court which had been terraced into the hill slope, removing all archae-
ological deposits.

Situated to the south of Trench 1 and north of Trench 3, on the eastern perimeter of the site, 
was Trench 2. Approximately 7.5m down slope from the north end of the trench and the base of 
the hill fort ramparts was a linear feature running east-west across the trench (fig 3). This cut 
had a stepped northern edge and a gradually sloping southern edge, with a flat base. The 
northern edge of the cut survived from 64.53m OD and the southern edge survived from 
63.94m OD. The feature was 4.21m wide at the top of the cut and 2.7m wide at its base. The 
maximum depth of the cut was 1.05m. The cut was filled by fine sand and small to large 
rounded and sub-angular pebbles, with occasional burnt pebbles. At this stage, the interpret-
ation of this cut was problematic due to the limited area exposed and the absence of dating 
evidence from it.

Located near the eastern perimeter of the site was Trench 3. Overlying naturally deposited 
clays and sands was a friable, dark brown sand with a high organic content. Above this deposit
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Fig 2 Ravenscroft Road, St George's Hill, Weybridge: location of evaluation and rescue excavation trenches 



Fig 3 Ravenscroft Road, St George’s Hill, Weybridge: expanded plan of trench 2 showing linear feature. Insets show 
profiles of sections 1 and 2

was a similar layer of loose dark brown sand, but with a notable frequency of charcoal. This 
may represent an 'activity5 surface. No associated cultural material was however found and thus 
this deposit is undated. These deposits were sealed by later, apparently naturally deposited, 
material.

Located in the south-west corner of the site, towards the base of the hill, was Trench 4. Here 
excavation revealed no archaeological features, only a geological sequence.

The rescue excavation phase of works was undertaken between 2 and 8 May 1995. do allow 
for a fuller understanding of the linear cut feature found in Trench 2, the topsoil was stripped 
from the whole of the area within the footprint of the proposed building. Accordingly, an area 
measuring 27m north-south by 42 m east-west was cleared by mechanical excavator and then 
cleaned by hand. The linear feature was observed over a distance of 35m, running north-west 
to south-east across the area of excavation (see fig 3). A further four sections were then cut 
through the feature to confirm its nature and recover any cultural residues that might be 
present. All the sections were cleaned by hand and at least one representative section drawn 
and an overall plan of the area of excavation made.

The excavation confirmed that the linear feature was a result of human activity cutting 
through natural deposits, running east-west around the hillside, and respecting the natural 
contour. Towards the west, the feature was heavily disturbed by fluvial erosion from a natural 
spring and could not be clearly defined. However, along the rest of its observed course, the 
feature's profile remained similar; a deeper northern edge, a flat base and a shallower southern 
side (fig 3, insets). The fill, a sandy gravel with some fire-cracked flints, remained homogeneous 
throughout the length of the feature. One worked flint fragment was recovered from the infill to 
the ditch and although heavily abraded and with the point missing, the face and edges indicate 
a worked tool. However, as the fill was probably redeposited by natural erosive action down the 
hill slope, dating of the feature remains problematic. 



Discussion
This feature seems too feeble to be associated with the defences of the hill fort, though erosion 
of the hillside has clearly been significant and the feature may once have been more substantial.

More probably the feature is a land boundary reflecting agricultural activity on the hillslopes 
around the hillfort. While such a feature could of course date to a number of past periods, 
perhaps the most probable would be contemporary with the occupation of the hillfort .

Conclusions
Although the archaeological results of the investigations at Ravenscroft Road were relatively 
limited, they may indicate that the hill slopes around the hillfort were exploited for agricul-
tural purposes in the Iron Age.

Although the slopes of St George’s Hill appear to be 'marginal’ in terms of their agricultural 
potential, the presence of numerous springs would have made such activities eminently feasible. 
Such activities therefore need not indicate a shortage of agricultural land.
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