
Further evidence for the line of Stane Street to
the south of Epsom

Introduction

Through the good offices of Steve Nelson (vice-chairman of Epsom and Ewell History and
Archaeology Society), an archive of papers has been obtained relating to an excavation in
May 1964 by the late Norman Nail of a demolition site in Ashley Road, Epsom on the
postulated line of Stane Street. This evidence is particularly useful as it corroborates the
assumed line in an area where there has been a gap in excavated evidence betweenWoodcote
Park (Winbolt 1936, 146–7) and Albert Road Allotments (Hall & Pemberton 2005, 8), albeit
there is an unexcavated but substantial ‘terrace with much flint’ on the line that Margary
thought to be the ‘cutting’ for a road (fig 1; Margary 1965, 74) . The site now lies under the
present-day 26–31 Briavels Court. The archive, which has been deposited at Guildford
Museum (acc no AS24147), contains plans, photographs, descriptions of levels and a draft
report by Dorothy Nail on which the following is closely based.

The excavation

Prior to the excavation the site had been extensively landscaped and terraced during the
construction of lawns, tennis courts, and homes with deep cellars. Further, it had an
overburden of upwards of c 0.7m of topsoil, washed down from Epsom Downs above.
Nevertheless, the site was extensively probed with a metal rod and it seemed likely that the
only place it was possible to find Stane Street was a few metres between the former 49 Ashley
Road and the converted coach house which is now 51 Ashley Road.
In this area, trench B (fig 2) was laid out with the maximum length possible to avoid

obstacles – 11.2 x 1m in width. At a depth of about 0.7m, beneath black topsoil, a layer of
large- and medium-sized flints was encountered, interspersed with a small number of pebbles
in a matrix of light brown sandy soil. The flints and pebbles extended over the whole trench
but were more solid in an area 3.75m from the eastern end of the trench and 1m from the
western end. They were extremely tightly packed and could be removed only with the use
of light picks (fig 3). The eastern end of this layer was disturbed by a trench dug for the disposal
of rubbish including 19th/20th century material. At the western end, when the flints were
removed over half the width of the trench, a small depression was found about 0.3m wide
and 0.15m deep over which a loose spread of flints was laid. No evidence of silting was found.
Two further parallel trenches were laid out 4m either side of trench B, trench A to the

south-west and trench C to the north-east – being each 1m wide by 5m and 11.8m in length
respectively. In these, similar spreads of large and medium flints were encountered.
In trench A, downhill from trench B, there was a solid cover of flints. On removal these

could not be described to be as tightly packed as those in the centre of trench B, although
in the eastern 1.5m of the trench they were larger and more tightly packed and could have
represented the much-disturbed road. The flint layer ended at the eastern end of the trench
with a number of very large flints, some of which were firmly embedded into a slight
depression.
In trench C, uphill from trench B, there were flints over the whole length of the trench.

These were very unevenly distributed and much less concentrated than in the other two
trenches, there being only two concentrations of flints: one 0.15m in depth, 4m and 6.5m
from the end of the trench and the other 0.20m in depth 10.7m and 11.6m from the west.
However, at a point roughly corresponding to where the metalling in trench B was disturbed
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Fig 1 Route of Stane Street and location of excavation.

Fig 2 Stane Street. Plans from the archive. The location of the trenches within the site boundary was not recorded
at the time and so is not shown on the figure.
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by the modern pit was a number of very large flints embedded firmly into the chalk next to
a shallow depression on the west. The surface of the chalk to the west of these appeared to
have been flattened whereas to the east of the trench the surface was very uneven and much
broken by solution hollows which were filled with brown earth.

Conclusion

The conclusion was reached that the 6.5m spread of very tightly packed flints in trench B
represented the road but, because of disturbance, it could not be definitely stated that this
was its true width at this point. The indefinite suggestions of the edge of the road indicated
by the large flints and shallow depressions – which could possibly have been a kerb edging
– and laying-out trenches from trenches A and C, do not indicate that more than 0.3m of
the road could have been lost by disturbance. The wide scatter of flints implies that the flints
remaining in trench B did not represent the original thickness of the road, but only that left
undisturbed by subsequent ploughing. Examination of the builders’ trenches, however, did
confirm that this layer of flints in the 0.15m of soil above the natural chalk was not a feature
of the whole site, but only of the immediate vicinity of the road, on the downhill slope of the
hill, perhaps the immediate 9m or so.
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Fig 3 Stane Street. Flint surface in trench B.
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