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Changas

Chester: Mr J Patrick Greens has resigned as archaeological consultant
following his appointment as Director of the Greater Manchestor
Muscum of Science and Industry. 0Mr Rhys Williams, County
Archacologist for Cheshire, has boen nominated as his suceessor.

Confercnpge in honour of Dr H M Taylor

The conference will taka place in Cambridge on 24-25 September 1983,
Arrangemcnts for the programme, which will reflect themes arising diractly
from Dr'Taylor‘s own work and interwests, ars procecding and details will
be available from the Research Officer in due course.

More on chapels

Tho day school held at Lezds in Novembor 1982 (sas Bulletin 16) was
attended by about forty-five psople. The papers included !Jamee Simpson,
architect’ by D Colin Dews, 'A survey of Anglican and Nonconformist
architecturs in Western Yorkshirz' 1550-1800' by Dr L A S Butler, and
'Mill Hill Chapel and Dissenting Gothic' by Ken Powell. A selection of
photographs, madc availablc by courtesy of SAVE Britain's Heritage, from
the Fall of Zion exhibition was on display, and a map showing the
whercebouts of local chapels was provided. Many of those who attznded
brought publications for distribution or sale,

The Leeds meeting was the first in a projected serios which will look

at aspocts of the nonconformist heritage in different cities and regions,.
The next mecting will be held in Bristol on 7 May 1983. Further sessions
are being planned for Norwich and Merseysida., Thz Bristol meeting will
involve a guided perambulation in central 8ristol followed by a coach
trip. Anyone wishing to find out more is invited to contact David Dawson
at the City Museum, Queens Road, Bristol 858 1RL (telsphone 0272 299771).

FRIENDS OF FRIENDLESS CHURCHES : Ivor Bulmer-Thomas

The Friends of fFriegndless Churches was formed in 1957 as a consequence of
the decision of the Historiec Churches Pressrvation Trust in the previous
year to confine its help to churches in use. Its object is defined as
being to save churchas and chapels of architectural or historic interast
threatened will collapse or demolition or conversion to unsuitable
alternative use, and to do so 'irrespective of pastoral considerations'y
in another formulation its object is to save such churches and chapals
'falling outside the scope or policy of other organizations', It is,
thereforu, by definition a unique body.

The formation of the society led the Archbishops of Canterbury and York
to set up in 1958 the Bridges Commission, whose recommendations resulted
in the sstablishment of the Redundant Churches Fund in 1969 with the
Honorary Director of the Friends as its first Chairman. It had been
hoped that at this point ths Friends could be dissolved, but the Fund
has no power to decide that it will take over a redundant churchy it

can teks only churches vested in it by the Church Commissioners, who are
themselves much influenced by Diocesan Pastoral Committeess. It soon
became evidert that the Friends of Friendless Churches was nseded as a



permanent part of the machiinery ful soving historie churches., To
ensure its permanence the socisty has now entered into an adwinistretive
partnership with the Ancient Monuments Society. The Friends and the
Fund may be regarded as working on parallel lines, the one vnluntary,
the other statutoryj there is, moreover, no Redundant Churches Fund in
Wales, which gives our work in the Principality a special importancs,
and the Fund's work is confined to Anglican churches.

In the early days ths demolition of churches required a faculty, and

the Friends were instrumental in sescuring the Faculty Jurisdiction
Measure 1964, which deprived Chancellors of the power to issue faculties
for demolition save in two special cases, and gave any intsrested person
or body the right to give evidence in a Consistory Court case. MNow the
faculty jurisdiction is again under review, and the Friends have
particularly pressed upon the Commissioners the need to terminate the
'ecclesiastical exemption' from important aspects of the planning lauws.
This is bound up with State aid for churches in use, something for which
the friends have campaigned since the foundation of the society, ard

for many years alone,

Though the Friends hava had considerable influence upon leoislation,
the society's primary work has always been the physical task of saving
churches of merit threstened with collapse or demolition or unsuitable
conversion. There are about a hundred such churches in England and
wales that the Friends may claim to have saved. They may be divided
into the following classass

(2) Churches brought back irto ecclesiagstical use This is whst we like
best of all. They are typified by 5t James Bermondsey, built by
James Savage in 1828 and with a2 noble portico, tower, and spire scen
by thousands daily as they travel to and from London Bridge; Little
Rollright in DOxfordshire near the famous stonesy St Allen in
Cornwalls and our latest work, Llanelieu in Powys, with an unusual
medieval rood screen. They include one smell Roman Catholic chapel
- Dover St Edmund, which for long was not recognized as an
ecclesiastical building, '

(b) Churches now vested in the Redundant Churches Fund This is our second
choice., Outstanding among such churches are Ipswich St Mary Quay
(which we resolved to save at our foundation meeting in 1957),
Wolfhamcote in Wsrwickshire, and East Shefford in Berkshire (where
remarkable frescoes and mural paintings have bezn revealed). The Fund
with its greater resources has been able to do far more than we in
the friends could have done for thesa churches,

(c) Churches converted to snother use UWareham Holy Trinity in Dorset,
used as an artist's studio, and Norwich St Mary Coslany, now the
headquarters of the Friends of Norwich Churches, are examples., But
usually we find ourselves opposing proposed conversions, especially
conversion to domestic use, which nearly always destroys the interior
architectural harmony and is a 'common or profane'use' offending
those who have known the building as a church,

(d) Churches leased or conveyed to the Friends This is a development
that has taken place since thz Pastoral Messure 1968 made it
possible, and is likely to bz our main activity in the future,
There are 18 churches and chapels convaeyed fresheld or leased for
99 or 999 years to the Friends, or in the process of being so
conveyed or leased. Some of them sre 'for use as a monument', others
'for use as & shrinz or monument or for Christian community purposes'.




Three of them have been scheduled as ancient monuments since uwe
took them over, which, we feel, vindicates our judgement - Eastwell
St Mary in Kent, South Huish in Devon. and Urishay Chapel in
Herefordshire. These sre ruins, but we havs some lovely intact
churches as well, such as Hardmead and Boveney in Buckinghamshire,
We have two residuel towers - Lightsliffe in West Yorkshire and
Saltflectby 0ld St Petoar in Lincolmshire. Sometimes we are given
the churchyard as well, sometimes not. The latest building that

we hava bzen asked to take over is Weddesdon Hill Strict Baptist
Chapel,

Such work as is clasified above needs monsy. In the ecarly days we had

to rely solely on the gifts of our members. Lately we had an investment
income from legaciss left to us by departed membsrs. Still more recently
w2 hava begun to receive grants from national and local sources. In
recent years our income and expenditure have balanced st roughly £40,000
a yzar. Strangely, not & single penny of the society's funds has so far
been spent on administrative or ‘appeal expenscs.

liz ere not an ecclesiastical body and are net allowed by our leases and
conveyances to use the churches in our care for worship except
occasionally with the consant of the Bishops nor would we be azble to

use them for regular worship, though ws always encourage local .use.
Equelly we are not an archaeological body, though in our work of repair
we try to ensure that all evidance of past history is presesrved, and we
always give permission to recognized archacologists to excavate our

sites. [Mr Shoesmith has given in @ pravious number of this Bulletin
(Number 16, Summer 1982), an irterim report on his work at Urishay chapel.

I have said that our work in Wales is particularly important because
thaere is no Redundant Churches Fund in the principality., The Government
would be quite willing to finance one cn the samz basis as in tngland,
Uur President, the Marquess of Anglesey, and I have dons our utmost to
persuade the Church in Wales to play its part, but so far in vain. The
Historic Churches Praservation Trust liksuwise does not operate in Wales.,

The problem in Wales is fundsmentally the same as in Fngland, though the
churchas are fewer in number, generally simpler, and even more remota,
In Anglesey we have rescued Tal-y=1llyn church from dereliction and it is
used for summer services; in Guynedd we have repaired Cwm Pennznt church
and made a grant towards the repair of Horeb chzpsl, Penmaznmawr, and
both are in use; and we have, as already mentionedy, repsired Llanelieu
church near Talgarth, which will be used in the summer, though the task
of revealing the wzll paintings which we now know to cover the north and
west walls still has to b2 accomplished., We are nouw making a start on
tha repzir of tlanfaglsn old church which stands dramatically on the

sea shore near Casrnarvon,

Soms years ago we ssved Llandeile-Talybont churchy the ancient church of
Pontardulais, in West Glamorgan, from collapse. It was difficult to
approach even then, and has now baen made unapproachable except by a
long trek across fields and streams by the extension of the M4, But it
now requirgs further repsirs, and there are wall paintings that need
pressrvetion, The Welsh Office is taking great interasst in the
building, which is now schaduled, and it looks as though some practical
schemz of consolidation will emerge.



The Cistercian monks erected for thoir use a chapel on the hillside
overlocking the Wye while they were building Tintern Abbey. It later
becemez & parish church, was rzbuilt in the 19th century with some old
feztures retainad, and was nearly dostroyed by fire about nine years
ago. The diocese would like to have pulled it down, but we resisted,
and it has been kept and consolidated, 2 dramatic ruin with a
wonderful view,

In the same county of Guwent - though in the diocese of Hereford — one
of our members rascued Llangua church on the banks of the Monnow in
memory of his wife and ws hold an endowment from him to provide for its
maintenance. The standard we have kept won a pleasing tribute in a
racent report of the Advisory Board for Recundant Churches - though it
is not redundant but used once 2 month,

Bayvil, an 18th century church neer Nevern in Oyfed, is a church that

we have undertaken to tske over if it is first repaired by local
efforts, as we wore essured could be done. UWs are still waiting, and
there are other churches in Wales that we arc watching but which I shall
not name lest I encourage hopas that we shall do more than we can. What
I can promise is that we shall streteh ourselves to the limit in the
future as in the past to save all churches of architectural mepit or
historic interest that are threatened.

Friends of Friondless Churches

12 Edwardes Square
London W8 6HG

ANGLO=-S5AX0ON SCULPTUHE'ﬂT FLETTON, CAMBRIDGESHIRE HM Taylor

Archaeologists and art historions have long been concaerned about the
continuing doterioration of the Anglo-Saxon carved stonss at St Margaret's
church in Fletton near Potarborough as a result of the modern industrial
atmospheric pollution in that area., Two stones with full-length figures
of an angel and an evangelist were moved into the church at a date which
is not accurately knoun but is commonly thought to have been 1901. These
are better preserved thanm the ssven which werc left outside in ths

Norman eastern buttresses of the chancel, where they have noticeably
deterioreted rapidly in recent years. But even the two that were moved
indoors have suffered somewhat by absorbing salts from the walls for

lack of insulation,

The stones have been known for well over s cantury, but their special
importance as examples of Anglo-Saxon architectural sculpture was firet
set out by Sir Alfred Clapham when he not only compared them with the
larger collection at Breedon-on-the-Hill in Leicestershire but argued
for a date in ths 8th century by comparison with other well knouwn

sculpture and also with illustrated manuscripts (Archaesologia, 77 (1927),
219-40),

After long negotiation, both sests of stones have bwan removed, cleaned,
conserved by Messrs Harrison and Hill of Little Oakley, set in lead boxes
and placed within the chancel. The two full-length figuress have oeen
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replaced in their former positions, and the sasven external stones,
which must originally have formed psrts of a decorative frieze or
string—ccurse, have been sst on the sill of the sast window of the
chancel, where they ssrve as a2 beautiful reredos to the altar.

This work was made possible by private donations and by grants from

the Council for the Care of Churches, the Departmant of the Environment,
and the Sociscty of Antigquaries, to asll of whom grateful thanks are due
not only from the parish but alss from art historizns and archacologists,
Although the full-length figures have been re-set in theair old and
rather inaccessible position an the south wall, they sre much easier to
study in detail as 3 result of the removal of encrusted grime - and the
stones which now form the reredos can be seen in their full beauty,
clean and close at hand. For e discussion of the inscription on one

of the full-length stones, sce E Ukasha, Anglo=Saxon England, 11 (1983),
92,

St. Andrew Dacre, Cumbria Roger Leech

Excavaticns and survey wers commenced in 1982 as part of a project to
investigate the existence and extent of an sarly Saxon monastic site at
St Andrew Uacre (NY 46002665). The rescue sxcavations wers in advance
of new housing and a churchyard extension. The project is plannad to
continue in 1983, from 27 Jume to 20 August.

To the west of the churck, in an orchard to be developed for a new house,
@xcavation provided svidence for a saries of boundary features, possibly
of the earlier churchyard or of a monastic precinct. Earliest was a
boundary ditch, which in alignment was a continuation of the curvilinear
boundary of the south side of the churchyard until the mid 19th century.
The fill of the ditch, which was cut G.4-0.6m into the natural subsoil,
was rigorously sempled, but no cultural material was present. It is
hoped that chercosl samples from the fills will provide a radiocarbon
date for its silting.

Sealing the diteh was a well constructed yellow sandstone wall surviving
to five courses in height, 1.0m wide. The wall extended to the southe—
east on an elignment similar to that of the earlier ditch, but whather
the part actually examined is the butt snd or a corner is at present
uncertain. To the north was possibly an entrance into the churchyard or
monastic snclosure.

Abutting the above wall was a drystone wall 1.2m wide, blocking the
pussible earlisr entrancs. To the east and contemporary with this was

a further wall, the foundation of 2 structure aligned upon the earlier
yellow sandstone enclosure wall. Soil layers sealing this structure
conteined pottery of the 13th =~ 14th centuries. Later still in date

was & narrower wsll, 0.5m wide, which sbutted the blocking wall (ahove)
and was probably associated with s late medieval structure built sgainst
the inside of the churchyard or enclosure wall,

To _the north of the church, in an area designated for the extension of
the churchyard, excavation was confined tc two north-south trenches.
Both provided svidence for structures of garly medisval date. Stone
rubble layers psrtially sealing these layers were not removed,
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Both trenches provided evidence for a mortared wall, sealed by a
stone-revetted bank which had been the narth boundary of the churchyard
until ¢ 1950. The earlier mortered wall contained reused masonrys it
was exactly parallel to the north wall of the church and was

constructed in a2 terrace which extended a further 8m to the north and
which was cut at least 1.8m into the subsoil. 1In the west trench,
hillwash layers filling the terrace reachsd 1.5m in depth, sealing a
wall defined stone rubble layer which was not removed. Pottery indicates
that the hillussh deposits date from the 13th = 14th centuries onwards,
If this terrace to the north of the church is associated with structures
the floors of which wers 2t & similar height to those within the present
church, tha total depth of archasological deposits is likely to reach

C Zo.4m,

At the north end of the sast trench were rubble layers and a wall at
present undated but associated with a structure of uncertain extant
immediately to the south of the ditch recorded as an earthwork to the
east of the present churchyard,

Geophysical survey was undertasken within and beyond the churchyard. In
the area between the two trenches in the churchyard, resistivity survey
indicated an area of regqularly defined high resistance readings
corresponding probably to = structure zligned on the church and on the
north side of the present churchyard extension. Magnetometer and
resistivity survey was slso undertaken to the north and west of the
churchyard.. Magnetic and resistance ancmalies were again probably
derived from collapsed structures which were partly within house
platforms surviving as earthuworks.

Tha gaophysieal survey has produced most promising results and it is
hoped to complete this part of the project in 1983 so that the data may
be fully available for what may be possibly the final season of
excavations in 1984, '

A _survey of ecarthworks to the north of the church was completed. At
least seven platforms are possibly the sites of buildings; two of the
platforms are clearly for rectangular structures on an approximately
nor th-south zlignment. Geophysical survey has not yet been extended to
cover these particular areas.

Survey to the south of the church was concentrated upon two areas,
immediately south of tha present churchyard to the north of the back, and
to the south of the beck in the area sround Dacre Castle. Immadiately
south of the churchyard are a ditch and bank, possibly associated with
the early medieval drain discovered in 1930, while slightly to the west
is a large rectangular platform possibly for a2 building ¢ 20m in length
and aligned NW=SE,

South of the beck a complete survey was made of the garthworks and moat
around Dacre Castle. Orystone wslled structures recorded in the 1Sth
century to the west of Dacre Castle were found to be still extant and
were also mappaed.

All survey has bean at a scale of 1:500 with constructicon lines plotted
for bresks of slope. The survey of earthwsrks is now largoly complate,
but will need to be assessad agasinst the results of geophysical survey
for the same areas befors further research strategies can be formulated.
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A survey of St Andrew's church was also commenced. The phased plan
is not yet completed, but will clearly be of assistance in assessing
possible relationships between data for structures in situ and
otherwise, within the excevation sites and the church itself.

Conclusions At present, insufficient excavation has been undertaken to
establish with certainty the existence of the monastery referred to by
SBede as being constructed in the 670¢, However, the evidence from the
excavations within the churchyard extension shows that to the north of
the present church s terrasce was cut at least 1.8m into the hillside
within which, was constructed a building(s) at least 16m in length,
exactly parallel to the church and abandoned by the 14th century at the
latest. The 1983 excavetions should resolve whether these features
represent the latest phases of the site referrad to by Bede.

Cumbria and Lancashire Archaeoniogical Unit
Physics Building

University of Lancaster

Bailrigg

Lancaster LA1 4VYB

5t Albans Abbey g Martin Biddle and
Birthe Kj#lbye-Biddle

The excavation was designed to last for two seasons and to test the
archaeological potential of the site of the monastic buildings of the
Abbey, to the south of the nave., The objectives were:

1 To locate the Anglo-Saxon monastic buildings of 5t Albans Abbeys

2 To establish their charascter and their relationship both to their
successors and to any possible predecessorss

3 To establish the state of preservation and érchaealogical character
of the cellarer's range of the Norman and later monastery.

To meet these objectives an excavation 25,5m east-west and 6.0m north-south
was laid out across the known site of the west range of thea medieval
cloister, close to the south-west angle of the cloister garth (a location
further north was prevented by the presence of an underground energency
water supply tank of £ 15840 and by a recently laid tarmac path), from 14
June to 25 July, '

1 The west range of the Norman and later cloister

The excavation included a small ares of the cloister garth, crossed the
western cloister walk and the cellar, and included to the west a small
area of the asbbot's or royal court. The earliest Norman work so far sean
was in the east and west walls of the cloister walk, but the two walls
were quite different in character and cannot yet be dated relatively or
absolutely other than to the 12th century. In the 13th century a
considerable part of the east wall of the walk was rebuilt on very deep
foundations, owing to the failure of the Norman work over the infiiling
of a deep pre-Norman structure. In the mid-14th century (perhaps c 1346
in the time of Abbot Mentmors) the walk was veulted (perhaps re-vaulted)
with a tierceron star vault, the ccllapsed remains of which overlay the
latest floor of the walk., A contemporary sketch of the rib pattern was
found scratched on the plinth of the Norman west wall of the walk,



The cellar (so far a2s it lay within the excavation) wes only partly
cleared this season., It was some 11.5m in width and divided north-south
down its axis by a line of massive circular piers on octagonal bases.
One of these was uncovered this season, and a second can now be
recognized in the records of the 1524 sxcavation to the south,

The piers had supported a quadripartite ribbed vault which had

‘collapsed in position at the Dissolution. It had diagonal =ibs af

clunch and the vault was formed with reused Roman tiles laid parallel

to the ridge of each compartment. There were no ridge or transverse
ribs. The style of the work is Romanesque of the garly to mid=-12th
century. The cellar in this form (which endured to the Dissolution)

is an insertion into earlizr Norman work, and it is tempting to associate
its construction with the reform of the cellar for which Adam the
Cellarer (d betwean 1167 and 1176) was renowned throughout the life of
the Abbey.

The voids over the vault had been filled at the time of construction
with earth containing quantities of domestic debris, including a
considerable guantity of early medizval gritted pottery. Fabric of
this kind (which should from its context in the vault of the cellar be
dated to the mid=12th century or before) has previously beesn found only
in very small quantities in the city of St Albans. This suggests that
the growth of the medieval town on its present site belongs to the
later 12th century rathsr than before. Collaboraticn betwszen the
Verulamium Museum and the Research Comnittee is thus alreaay producing
results of considerabls importsnce for the history of 5t Albans as a
town as well as an abbay.

The use of the cloister garth, the very complex robbing of ths madieval
buildings, and the subsequent use of the site need not be detailed here.
Tha first season has, however, already fulfilled the third objective of
the present work and has shown that there is much of fundamental and

not merely incidentel importance to be learned from the examination of
the Normean and later monastic buildings. It is, for example, possible
that the cloister of Paul of Caen (built 1077-88) was much smaller than
the great medieval cloister, which only achisved its final dimensions as
a result of some unrecorded enlargement in the 12th cr early 13th
century. This is by no means certain, but there are 2nomalies in the
Norman work which can at present only be explazined on such an hypothesis,

2 Buildings sarlier than the west range of the Norman snd later cloister

As noted above, the east wall of the west walk of the Ncrman cloister had
failed over a subsidence into the infilling of a pre-Norman building,

One wall of this earlier building, constructed of flint and mortar, was
seen in the side of a deep mid=13th century foundation trench, but cannot
be further explored until next season. It seems reasonably certain that
this structure is pre-Congquest, but whether it is of Anglo-Saxon or

Roman date is unknown, There is a great deal of Roman tile associated
with the wall and human bone occurred here and nowhers else in the
excavation,

Further west, beneath the floor of the cellar, cbservation of the side
of a cut for a post—madieual drain showed thg presence of some 700mm of
dense pre-cellar (and hence, perhaps, Anglo=-Saxon) stratigraphy.
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It seems clear as a result of this first season, that Anglo-Saxon
structures, possibly part of the Anglo-Saxon monastery, may lie below
the monastic buildings of the Norman and later medisval monastery.

3 Early finds

About thirty sherds of Romano-8ritish pottery, four late 4th century
coins, and some Roman bottle glass indicate Roman activity on the site.
Thesz finds all came, however, from medieval layers and nothing is yet
known of their original context.

AR spiral-headad copper-alloy pin of a known 7th century type was also
found in a late deposit (see cover illustration)., There is a growing
controversy over the date of such pins, since some have now been found
in 10th century contexts at York. If this is an example of the early
type, it is the first find of this date from the site of the Abbey.

These early finds give good grounds for believing that the Anglo-Szxon-
use of the hilltop may have bean both complex and long-lived arnd that

a 'context for Alban' in the Romsno-British use of ths hilltop may also
be within reach of future work,

8 October 1982

P e T ST e e —

Brixworth All Saints M Audouy

Between September 1981 and June 1982 archaeological excavations were
carried out at Brixworth All Saints Church in conjunction with the long-
term study of the site by the Brixworth Archasological Research Committes.,
The sxcavations were conducted by the Northamptonshire County Council
Archacology Unit. A trench dug for rescue purposes and funded by the
Department of the Environment was followed, in 1982, by two small
research excavations funded, respectively, by the British Academy and

the Society of Antiguaries,

1 gxcauabiom of the drainsge trench: September-December 19871

Excavation commenced in conjunction with a scheme to improve the drainage
along the north side of the churchs - An existing 19th century drainpipe
had to bs renewed, and this required the digging of a trench along the
north side of the choir and nave, and around the west end of the tower
and turret. The digging of the drainage trench providad an opportunity
‘for the exposure and recording of the foundations of the church, porticus
chambers, and associated stratification,

As a result of this it would appear that the porticus chambers and the
narthex were built at the same time as the nave., The foundations showed
continuity in type and fabric along the trench, They are composed of
ironstone rubble and lime mortar set compactly in a trench about 0,70m
deep and 1m to 1.30m wide. Tha turret, howesver, rests on a massivs
squared platform made of large blocks of limestone, including a section
of pitched stonework. A construction lsvel snd remnants of flooring
could be recorded in situ though badly damaged by later repointing and
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grave digging. Opus signinum had been used as a floor finish and it
rested on an arrangement of pitched stones in mortar. Mortars have been
systematically sampled throughout the excavation and are now being
analysed for comparison and dating.

2 Excavation of the north porticus and narthex: January-June 1982

(a) Porticus Both sasternmost porticus were opened simultaneously. The
area involvedues about S50m. The foundations were of the same type and
composition as the foundations observed in the drainage trench., Thin
horizontal layers of silt on the fabric suggest several stages during

the construction. The walls consist of a core of rubble and mortar,
faced on both sides with horizontal courses of rough-hewn stone. One to
four courses remain standing in places, elsewhere removed by grave digging.
The fabric includes non-local igneous stone, probably representing reused
~building material along with several bricks and tiles., Remains of mortar
layers have been found, in ore case in association with 1m? of pitched
stone, probably part of the floor levels recorded during the excavation
of the drainage trench. These remnants of flooring were cut by numerous
graves, sharing the same east-west orientation. No datable finds were
found in the grave fills, although ssveral contained numerous fragments
of flooring, including opus_signinum. One burial was contained in a
stone-built coffin made of large ironstone slabs, with traces of burning.
In the absence of other dating, a radiocarbon test of several human bones
should provide information on the date of use of the porticus.

Beneath the floor levels several small pre-church fieatures were found,
such as gullies and postholes, but these were too fragmentary to allow
adequate interpretation.

(b) North narthexs May-=-June 1982 A trench of 2’Im2 was opened along the
north edge of the narthex. The structural remains that were found showed
continuity in type and fabric with the foundstions and walls recorded
from the trench and the porticus excavation, The foundations uwere even
more substantial. The dimensions were:

North foundations: 1.70m wide by 1.74m deep
West foundations: 1,30m to 1.60m wide by 0.90m to 1.60m deep

Within the narthex chamber, all floor levels had been removed by grave
digging and other activity. However, a small area of the westernmost
porticus lay within the excavation trench and a floor was observed, of
the same type as the floor within the porticus previously excaveted,
On this occasion the opus signinum could be recorded in situ.

The first metre of the stratification beyond the structurss consisted of
bone earth, Nevertheless, s small area, observed in section only, showed
a striking similarity with the internal stratification of the porticus as
observed on the north section of the drainage trench, where materisl was
laid directly upon pre-church deposits (a reddish gravelly material)
These deposits had been cut by a large shaped ditch running WSW~ENE
across the excavated area. The ditch predating the foundations was

2.50m wide at the top and 1.50m deep, which perhaps explaihs the striking
depth of the latter. The foundations weres sunk through the soft fill of
the ditch, apparently by builders searching for sound fottings. The

fill was rich in charcoal and animal bones and was sampled for organic
material and mortars.
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A detailed report on the results of the thres projects is now being
prepared for publication.

Archaeology Unit
County Hall
Northampton

Rll Saints Barton Bendish, Norfolk Feter Wade—-Martins

Excavations by Andrew Rogerson for Norfolk Archaeclogical Unit on the
site of the Domesday church (TF 71160560) which was totally demolished
in 1788, were carried out in advance of housing development., The area
covered by the later church was occupied by inhumation burials cut
through a ploughsoil which contained Saxo-Norman pottery. Evidence for
the five major construction phases of the mascnry church derives ~lmost
entirely from foundations only. Few floor levels survived, although
tha chancel was largely floored with 15th century glazed undecorated
tiles,

Phase 1 Nave and apsidal chancel of same width, with chancel and
sanctuary arches measured 16.6m by 6,6m. Mid-=11th century.

Phase 2 The west wall was retained, and a western extension of the
same width as the nave and measuring 3.5m sast-west was
probably a tower, It was supported by seven contempoarary
buttresses., 12th century.

Phase 3 The chancel was shortened when the apse was demolished and =
streight east end was built furthsr west, and the chancel arch
was replsced by a screen further west. The ?towsr was retained
but a westward extension measured 4.5m sast-uwest., Early
13th century.

FPhasz 4 The chancel was extended back to its original length and a
5.5m square west tower with NW and 5W diagonal buttiesses
was built. 14th century.

Phase 5 A brick-=built chantry chapel was added to the north of the nave.
15th century.

N majority of the excavated burials was pre-church but the series extended
into the 18th century, particularly in the east part of the chancel,

A 13th=-14th century burial in the chancel was accompanied bty a pewter
chalice and paten.

Two medieval churches survive in the village. St Andrew's includes
early !2th century work, while S5t Mary's, entered in Domesday, contains
a fine mid=12th century dooruway transferred from All Saints' in the 18th
century.
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Llanelen, West Glamorgan (Fig. 1) Colin Walls

Introduction

The Pendragon Society is engaged in excavations which bagan in 1973 an
an enigmatic church site in the Gower peninsula, south Wales, at the
invitation of the landowner. The ruins, which lie on an artifically
enhanced natural terrace, are by tradition of great antiquity., Local
legend has it that there was a church on the site as garly as the 6th
century. The following summarizes the work to date,

1 Chancel

During this season the chancel interior was sxcavated doun to the natural
clay of the hill. While no very significant finds were made, some
interesting structures emerged.

One was a grave (F126). This was nothing very exceptiocnal in itself,
being of the common size, linad with slabs in the usual way. However,
the greve runs under the footings of the sast wall of the nave, and is
not oriented exactly east-west (the first greve we have found to be even
slightly off the normal orientation). This is an indication that the
site was of religious significance before the construction of the stone
church,

At the same level was discovered 2 narrow trench (F???), running under
the wall at one end, and cut into by a pit at the other. In shape and
size this looks likely to have been a beam slot, However, no trace of
decayed beam was found in the filling, which was relatively pure, as if
the trench had been back-filled deliberately. UWhile not conclusive, this
is the best pointer yet to the nature of the older church. (Note that
tnis is a different method of construction to the domestic postholes
found further east),

2 West door ares

A number of small pits were found just outside the west door. Their

nature is unclear at present, although cone appears to be a hesrth and
another may be a grave. The area was principally remarkabls for the

amount of pottsry found. This was mainly within a few ipches of the
present ground level and, therefore, provides little stratigraphical

information; however, we now have sufficient quantities for the main

thrust of the typology to be apparent. There appear to be four main

types of pot presesnts

(a) Mottled green glaze This is characterized by a fins, thin s pink
substance, with no grit. It is usually decoratad with parallel grooves.
It is probably imported Franch ware of the 13th or 14th centuries,
which may explain its comparative rarity on this remote Welsh hillside,

(b) Ligtt green olaze This has a rather sandwich=like appearance, as
the substance has a fairly thick grey layer in the middle and thin
surface layers of a pinkish-yellow colour. The difference batuween
the layers is not a differencs in material but merely stems from
incomplete firing, not reaching the interior of the pot. There are
nearly always striations running sround the pots.

(c) Red and black This is made from gritty coarse clay, shading from
black on the outside to red on the inside, obviously the product of
a more primitive industry than types A or 8, It is also very
variable, some sherds being almost totally black and quite easily
confused with type D below. The rims are not very pronounced, being
characterized by very shallow wide fluting on the cutside. and
narrower fluting on the inside.
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(d) Black Again made from coarse gritty clay, but completely black.
The really diagnostic feature for distinguishing from type C is
the shalsy, rather layered texture of the substance. The rims are
very haavy and pronounced, both everted and inverted.

3 Southern area

This area compensated for paucity of finds by producing great complexity
of structure., In general the sequence is

(a) At first some graves werz dug into the natursl slope of the hill,
These have become very distorted and disturbesd by later activity,
and only the presence of bone fragmente allows us to assume that
these tenuous structures were once graves.

Then = drystone revetment wall was let into the slope, to shore up
the platform on which the stons church was built, This has been
severely disturbed. Only the occasional massive block still stands
in its original position.,

(b) Then more graves wers dug in and around the wall, The wall
collapsed during this process . leaving what, to the untutored eye,
is merely a hesp of rubble. i

This process is iﬁteresting as 1t continues to add weight to the
evidence of religious activity continuing on the site for many years,

5 Summary

Another very productive season The sequence of events is baocming
clearer as more information is unearthed, A considerable body of potitery
finds from the upper levels gives some hope that we may be able to link
our small piece into the wider picture of zarly Wales, We now have
enough finds from sarlier times to be very confident that this site was
in occupation in the Dark Ages. The evidence from the glass fragments,
possibly 6th century according to Ruth Hurst Vose, even points to the
very early Dark Ages. This is a vindication for those members of the
Socicty who predictsd this on non-archaeological grounds,

(Editor's note: The 14th season of excevation was directed by Alex
Schlesinger and Colin Walls. Excavation continues in 1983, )

The Pendragon Socisty
27 Roslyn Road
Bristol BS6 6NJ November 1982

Norton Priory, Runcorn . Patrick Greene and Bevis Sale

Excavation took place during July and August 1982, The first three weeks
formed the Teaching Excavation, organized in conjunction with Liverpool
University Institute of Extension Studies. The later part of the
excavation was supported financially by Cheshire County Council

(Planning Department),

The first week consisted of a geophysical survey using the square=—array
resistivity meter, an EM31 induction conductivity meter, and a proton
magnetometer. An important result of the survey was the discovery of the
south arm of the moat system which is known to urround the priory, Its
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position had been predicted on the basis of mid-18th century map
evidence; thz survey enabled the moat to be located precisely,

Excavation took place on an srea in the south-western part of the site
adjoining that excavatad in 1981. This continued the programme of
research in the part of the monastic complex that lay to the south and
west of the medieval kitchens. The snuth portion of a major building
was uncovered., Its west wall proved to be particularly massivs = the
foundations were 2,.5m broad, and consisted of large blocks of sandstone
bonded with clay. The south footings, which were largely robbed out,
had been much shallower and smaller, as had the east wall, The
explanation for the size of ths west wall would seem to be that it was
constructed over earlier filled-in ditches; its breadth and depth would
have enhanced its stability. The walls were constructed as one with the
main medievsl drain, which runs west across this area,; and which was
built in the 14th century., Levelling of the area as part of landscaping
operations in the 18th century was found to have removed most of the
layers within the building.

By good fortunme layers to the uwest of the building survived intact, Of
particular importance was a layer associated with the demolition of the
building. It consisted of fragments of sandstone roofing slabs,
probably discarded during systematic dismantling of the roof in the
16th century. Amongst thz roof fragments were hundreds of fragmaents

of window glass, and pieces of lead csum. There can be no doubt that
the windows of the building were smashed to remove the lead for malting
down 2t the same time that the roof was being dismantled,

The glass has all hecome opsque 2s a result of devitrificaticn, but is
nonstheless of great interest, Many of the guarries have survived intact,
albeit in a very fragile state, with the original shape identifiable from
the grosed edges. Many pieces retain traces of painted decoration.

Work on the recording and conservation of the glass is proceeding.
Elements of decoration identified so far include geometric motifs,
foliage including ocak leasves and acorns, and a lion's face, It is hoped
that a study of the glass will enable s more precise date to be assigned
to the building. The discovery of the glass illustrates again the virtue
of the long-term excavation of a site such as Norton Priorys It .is a
class of material which in eleven previous seasons of excavation has

bsen very poorly represznted. The guantities recovered in 1982 are,
therefore, of particular importancs.

The presence of glazed windous provides some indication of the importance
of the building. It might tentatively be identifisd as a hall forming
part of the guest quarters; its erientation makes a chapal most

unlikely, Other possibilities remain, however, and further excavation
will clarify the position.

On the west limit of the museum's fenced area a 2.3m wide trial trench,
to the north of the monastic drain, resvealed three walls of a completely
unsuspected building, This will be worthy of future large-scale
excavation; meanwhile an extension of the area managed by the Norton
Priory Museum Trust to take in these remains is being arranged.

27 September 1982
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