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NOTES

Lxhibition

Tollowing on the footsteps of the Destruction of the Country liouse
cxhibition &t the Victorian and silbert Huscun ot the end of 1974, thore
ig to be-an exhivition deveted to . the conservation problems of churches.
This cxhibiticn is being orgonised by Morcus Binney, on urchiteetural
writer for Country Life, ond Peter Burman, Do;uty Sceerctary of the CPW.
The twe organiscrs have olso boon cumrissioned to write o report n the
gituition. This report will be publiched in the sane format as John
Cornforth's rcport for the DJE/BTA cntitled Country livuses in Sritain:
con they survive? '

Marcus Binncey ond Poter Burnan orc oxtrcﬁcl" anxious to cuphasise the
archaeslogical signific-nece of churchub, and this is 2n cdnirable choneo
for getting tho nessage over in 2 very public way, since it is inevitoable
thot the exhibition will attract o guod deal of publicity. The osrgnniscrs

would be grateful for any intercsting natericl, ideas, suggestions or
>bjcets. which night be loaned to the exhibition. If you have anythin: to
¢ ntribute ebuld ‘you writc, in the first place, tu Peter burnan, 83 London
¥all, Londen BC2M 58A. The exhibition will be open in the Spring of

1977. This noy sound far distant, but in fact the detuiled plonning will
hove "t3 be cenplete long befure then, s. corly contributions will be
WwEleong.,

an“lly, as with the Country IHouse cxhihitiun, there will be a buckshop
selling publications which hove to do with the thene of the Jdisplay. It
is hoped that church archaccl gy KubllcitiDnﬁ will toke their ploce,
If you have 2 recent or fortheoming publication in the field of church
archacclogy thon du make sure that it is possillc for it to be seen ond
sn sole at the Victoria and Albert Muscun during thoe exhibition, The
oxhibiticn will subscquently tour ths CJuntry, with regional aterial
added, and there will thercfors be ancthor opportunity to c.ntribute
towards it in your ovn locality.

TP AT Burbon

Revision of the P&stbral Moisur¢.1968

s

On 1 July 1975 Dr I Leslie vhite, o nevber of the Scciety of Genealougists
and the CDA Churches Cuamittez, attended the 3-hour debate of the Goneral
Synod on the Report of the Working Party on the Pastoral Measure 1968
(available fron the Church Infornstion Office, Lwnahn S P 30Z, price 75;).
Ilere Dr Yhitce gives an account of the procecaing i

'"The Uorking Party Chairnan (th. Bishoy of BLuln:st‘“p) reoorte” ot length
and rceueated the view that 6 years' expericnce was 1nsutflclent on which
to nake rnajor alterctions, s the ncahers of the Working Party were not
vropesinss any. The Bishop expressed the view that Parts 1, 2 and 4 of

the lMeasure werc now gencrally accepted, but that they hat found thot

Part 5 (thc conscrvation secti;n) woe uuch rore controversial. The

v.ting to ondorse th. Report was :vervhelning and dil not reguirc 2 count.

There then touk place a supplunentary debzte on the nerger of the advisory
Board for Redunlont Churches with the Redundant Churches Fund (in practice
the tokinge over of the l-{tter by thc fsrnwr) upon which the Yorking

Party had split itsclf down the nidlle and was unuble to noke any
recuirendation, This seemed 11 blu t> be guing either way, 28 was
confirned afterwards by the Joard Secrotory who, on iy congratulating her,



said she had thought that they were losing it. The vote was 140 odd
against 114, but fron the public sooting it svened eloser, and the
Bighop of Worccster, whu spokc last and wos able to concentrate on
defcating o delaying anendnient from the Bl;hop-of Oxford, rust have
playcd an important part in the outcome. Either the 3ishop »f Oxford or
one ©f his supporters made the importint point thot vnee o Vorking Party
roport hos been aeccpted by the Synod it is very rorely possible to get
any 2lteraticn int> the framing of the Heasure.

I was not able to commiser~te with the Fund Secretary om being gobbled

up eincc he was not thore, but his Chairnon wos and spoke un all cecasions
he could pass the Synod Chairsdn znd on one or twoe other vecosions as
well. ho received persvnal praise (tv 2dd to his own desceriptivn of
hinself as 3 "very active chairran") frou spesker of ter syaaker, scme of
whon at lbast rnust have then sat down prepared to vote hin redundont.

‘Tha fezture of tho debatc was the irrclevancy of the vicews advanced thot
in mony cases had nothing to d. with the subjuct under discussion.
Powers were being attributed to both the Doard ond FPund that had never
been granted then by the Postoral Measurc 1968 nor by anyceno elres. . One
v.ciforous Churchmaon fron Caonterbury sceened.ts acintain that the Scard
had been set up to create redundant churches and to frustrate funds
Leding spent on living churches. " Ile ended -up by saying thrt the Buard
¢c.nsisted of irchaeclczists (I thought of the attenpts of the CBL
Churches Comiittee in the past few years to get just une archoeologist
ontou the Board) and thaot sone of these should now be réplaced by
representetives of Shelter ond the Pverty dctiun Group.

Vherecs such debates can reflect cntertaining, huserius and educational
aspects of the outlook of the Church, it is tragic thet scrious

c nsideration of cunservation proccdure should be decided a2t such levols.
The only conclusion ig thot 1t is impossible to attenpt in one Heasurc
(Arawn up to secure 'the better curc of souls') rastoral reorgonisation
and conservation proce’urc. The latter, if it is to be viable, rust be
scgregnted intoe o separate HMessure, or better still et of Parliznent.
Perhaps it is 2 hopeful sign that the .dviscry Board have coue to
recocnisc this and they huve advoe-ted it in print.!

il Leslic White

[Hote It ousght to be stressed that the decision 5 nerge the RCF and’
the ABRC has only been approved in principle and will taks o nunber of
yeors to ioplement. TFor the tine being thoe situztion will rennid
unchun"ﬁd until Jlbcu8qlans on how best to integrate the twe bediss are

wnplate,

lieanwhile proposals for a Cnde of Practice for the applicztion of Part 3
(conservation) of the Pasterasl leasurc 1968 are under discussion.

imong the ntters recoriended for inclusion in the Code »f Practice is
the view of the VWorking Party that "Due provision should o . o be mude
for the consiteration of the archacologicsl potential of redundant
churches, particularly those thut are to be appropriated t. alternative
uscs or are toe be demclished". The reconvicndoation continues: "The
Churchcs Comnittee of the Council for British .irchoeology hus apiointed
an orchacological consultant in ezch diocese. Liasun between these
consultonts and the Advisory Board could be used tv enzble the Board to
give duc coveroge to archuculogicnl interusts in the advice which they
give to the Church Commissioners.

The CBA Churches Committee submitted written znd oral evidence to the
Vorking Party.



Workin;; Party on Urban Churchog

The CBA, throu:h its Urban Rescarch Cormittee, has ! g Party
on urbhan churches. laving begun on Inrligh churches it is hopel thnt
the Working Party will ultinotely covaer all the Unite” Kinglom. 4t
present thoe members are Mr PV adaynan, Mros L8, Trofessor ¢ i L Jrooke,

Professor Donall Bullouzh, Dr L i S Butler, IMr J Crook, Mr Tonm liassall, Dr A Rogers
Mr P liolges, Mrs Gillian Keir, Dr Dersk hUune, Professor Geoffrey Martin, Mrs D Owen,
Dr Xathleen Nﬂjor_ith¢1 1n) r M Port, Mr O Snith an’ Mr C Stell. Two

neetings have been held so far to liscuss ains anl‘methoms, ant to devise

a Reference Forw which will cnsure unifornity in the returne nmade and

indicate the infor ation which the Working Party wishes to accurmlate.

Yhile it is intendel evoutually to cover all places of worship, the
Yorking Porty is ot present confining itsclf to the buillings of the
Dstablished Church, since these are ordinarily un the nost ancient sites
and in nost cases are of the greatest anticuity. HMoreover, nany urban
_churches ars now threatence’ with Jzmelition, and the sites of cthers
derolighel centurics ago nay only now be earmorked for building schemes
of & kinl which would lestroy existing troces.

It ies hoped. to record all information that can be obtaind! about existing
foruer churches, their churchycrls, their furniture and sonunents, as

well ae the extent of the ‘arish ani whether or not it hhs been changed

through anglganction or division. .archaeology, history, toporophy, and

paintings, prints und carly photographs and CunglgblOHu of churches

will all be utilize\. Infornntion about possible dources in reloatively

cunknown classos of records will alss be ;dven with the forms. These

‘record forms w1ll e ready ehortly, but only a limite. number will be

vroduce’ at firet in caoe it is necessary to alter format after

trial use.  Complete’ recorsd foros will be filed in thL OTE ¢LL of the

¢3.: Churches Cowidttoee ot Lv dg.

Discussions held in the mbxfl’““ in Loulan (Jucomhpr 1974) 'snd York

(Jul" 975) have alresdy shown what diiffurences exist in the pattern
of vaulo“‘c,t of the urban church, and constructive _1GCGHQion“v“ﬁvc

"

followed the reading of short ners on the subjects of the Ita lluﬂ
‘Tcwn Parish and; pocumentary Sources for the iHdistory of Urban Churches.

In York the Working Porty hal the sreat advantage of being token by

Mr A n to sec sorie of the recently excavoted churches or their

sites now obliterated, as well as others of a very early date ¢till
exigting. U e e

g

rd meeting of the Working Party is to be held in Canbrilge early

Tr Kothleen Major

Changes |

Pirningham: #iss Lorna Watte succeeds Mr ¥ . R-htz as the consultant
nominated by the C34 for the Diocese.

Lincoln: Miss Christine Mahoney joins Mr 'wuffrev ﬁryant as cu—consultant
for the Diocese. 3

Wakofield: Dr L 4 8 Butler has boen avvointed as a full newber of the DAC.

Horceater: Mr Hartin Carver has becn noninated as archasdleogieccl
consultant for the Diocese. '



HisASTULLaME

1: AIDE TO ARCHITECTURAL HEASURTIZINTS ~Dr I M Taylor

There must be riny occasions when archacclogists wish to neasure
-rchitcetural features which are, dwkwrrdly placed high up in walls so as
t> be innccessible even fran any 1&&4yrs that ooy bo.aveilable. For this
purpose o ‘syston of rods c:n conveniently be uscd, and can be taken by car
ag 2 resular routine whengver churches are tu be visitel.

The' basic constituents are two straight wocden rods. each g 2.5 cu. square

in seetion ond ench exactly 2 n. long. This length zllows the rods to fit
inside rwet sal.uon cwrs, and it provides rods which arc useful nut unly for
the awkward high places but 2lse for genceral neasurcnent ~bout the buildings.
The rods should -ocach be narked with the stonlard white anl red pctre
divisions on twe ndjeoinipg faces, while the renpining tw. faces are best
narked in white and red Jdecinetre divisions so that lengths can be

with roasonable accurncy. to the nenrest centinetru.  One rol should then

be drilled strits contre so that it ean be screwed to the undof the other

to forir o larpge T-shaped.deviee that can be held ot arm's length above

the heod, to neasure horizontal widths .of features tbzt are two wetres

or nmore out of normal reach. Qbuntllw, of. erurse, the upricht r.od. sllows

the height of the feature to ke rood abovie the lpvul of the hond, wnT thuu

o sinple further rieasureoent and ealeulitiun Jruvlucﬂ its height abov

tha sround.

Sonc ad’itional refineients have been developed .over the years to noke the
systeﬂ'buth nure powerful and also wore accurate. The first rofincuent

is 1 smaller cross-head, 4 decivetres in length, narkel not only in
lecinietres but nlsu in centimetrss. The sceond refinenent is o chourt

length of iror rod, U_Jut 259 el by 0.6 cu. in cruss=section and about

5 erie in length. This is screwced across the top of the long vertical rud
and is used to fecl the jiinting of the stunes when the rod itsclf is

being used tu neasure the heights of courses. of stuncs high above the hoad,
ond when there would be & grave risk of orrors due to porallax if we did

not hoave this iron 'beak' t» cnsurc that the tup of the long rod was
accurately vositioned besid
Finally, the 4=decinetre rol ean be uscd tu seruw together the two
2-rotre rols, ond thus produce o 4-netre rud £.r featurcs at exceptionnlly
mg places. ’

2. T8 FOOT AL TID 1’1TR;‘43 : 7 Durck Thillips

[Note This article includes an extroct from a paper entitled 'Exeav.tlon
Techniques in Church archacology' which is to ardear in CBA Rescurch
Report Ho.  13: The ..rchaculcodical Study of Churches. lr Thillips is
Dircetor of the York Minster .rchoeol:cy Office. ]

Vhen, during the nid-sixties, the instability of York HMinster began to

be nonitored accuritely, the Imperinl systen of wmeasure unt wos still in
general usc, and-sc it was when engineering work began. Although, by the
-«rly-scventies when the project hat been coupleted, the use of thc netrie

gysten was beconing widespread, for the sake of consistency at York

Minster the Inpérial systen of mecsureaents was, in the main, retained.

Ag an intcsral part of the project, . the York Wlnster archacology Office

conforned with the goneral pollcy and f.r the archaeslogical record used

Inperial neasurenents throughout.



e 8

Many archacolosists hove been using the netric nensurcl systen fur soue
years now and enjoyinz the benefite of the sinplicity which decidal
r.lationships bhetween multiple and sub-units allowe os well as the
convenionce of using o lansurge of noasurchient which is internstion:l.
But before woe finally turn our b.cks uvpon the Iupoerial systen, lot us
consider for o nonznt the stotute foot, for the York Minster expcricnce
alone would seo: tu show that our old friend still hus soo.things to offur
us as excovotors.

Llthoush the' foot has voried in length both fro. region to rogion :nd with
the poseing of the yenrs, it has, nore-or-less, stayel within the lindts
of 11 = 13 inches/0.280 -~ 0.330 n. (1). ILike the pace, the fout is o
natural and convenient unit by which 2 nman nay refer to length,
egpecially ~lons the pground, for with his own foot he nay nork o ff
multiples directly. For 5hortor neasurenents, his hinde or rcach
rrovide convenient sciles. Conpoarad with the new internationally-
reeconised and precisc netre, this usc of the huncn boedy as the bosis
for o nensural systen nay scea inprecise ond essentinlly unscicntific.
But ”iffercnt circuistances call for Adifferent gtondarls. The inch,

>ot and yard, once noturcl and casily understosd 2ids to cveryday
llVlnt, hQVu no nlace in cur world in which stondards of precision,
hitherty thought unattzinable, are cownvwnglace.

But, since the besinning: of the hi"tor10ﬂl pericd, ncn have Dhoen
rlanning .nd building uzins unite which 22y have been peeuliar to the
tuilder hingelf, but which conforned nore-or-lesas to the convention of
the region. HWow, in every church wall, =2rch, pust=hcle soacing, nove
width ond apsc r :uluu; th. ﬂrCﬂdelO&lat cnecuntsrs the y.plication of
a nensural systen which, os likely as not, inecluides an aprroxination
tu the length which we know e the stotute foot.

In discarding the foot; which we have uscl for sc long, archaeoloists
stand tu lose 2 valusble 2lly. DBxeavotors -nd ficld workers who use the
f.ct rather than the netre Juring the coupilation of their records have,
gven subcounsciovusly, begun the process of sdorching for significant
multiples of the unit of woessurencnt usel on the sites they exandin (2).

L deeinsl neasuring systen aakes it ezsy to be wrocise. Sxcavators,
rnost of ‘the tine, hovever, can live without the need for recision:
nensurenacnts taken on o osite rarely necl to bo exyressed with sreater
aceur:cy than + 1/8 inch or % . One of the advont.ges offercd by the
netrie systeir, the convenience with which extrene precision oy lLe
expressed, is, therefore, rather lost on us. Dut, if in rec.rding our
discoveries it matters little what unit of nmeasurcaent is used, the unit
which v use in comvunicoation ie inportont, and the netre ig truly
intcrnatiun&l.

There is o purely proactical aspeet of the subject of Ligericl ve uetric
which would seem t: touch upon psychulosy as mmueh as archocoluogy. 0
Sections and lotuils, it is gunorally sogt conveniently
reeorded by drowing to o seale of 1:12 (Toap or 1910 (“utrlc) Paper
or filn showing inches subdivided int: twelfths and centinetres is nust
convenient for thesa‘“uroosos. Both the inch and the centinetre squares
heve subdivisions narked by slichtly thicker lines the.n those which show
the twelfths or tenthe. These divide the line~r inch into four (1/4 inch
{ivisions) and the linenr centinetre into two (5 Llile GivisiJné) Thus
within each unit squ 'rc there are sixteen internciiate subdivisions in the
~casc of the inch and four in the casc of the centiuetre

2

This cifference between the Inperisnl an? netric squ red drawing nctterial
h»s conseguences for section drowing where, comonly, the first stage

of recordins the sceetion involves two pesple: the draftsmon-interpreter

~nd the nessurer unler his Adirection. Vhen the »lotting of significunt

points is under way, thoe draftsioan will be boobarded with offsct- '



mensurcaents whieh he rmst convert to seole and locute on the paber or
fila with suesd an?, above all, accuracy. This rather nechanical
process is the only part of S&Ction*i““f’nb wring which time oy be
savel; interpru;.tiJn an? drawing iy not be hurriel.

Lo

-4t this plotting Stl;e, the uscr of 1nch—%qu :re naterial has an
atvantage over his counterpart using contiuetre squnres, for his aust
convenient guide is the qu.rtur-lnch square. subdivisions of the sguare
inch, while the usor of the cetric #ril has as his guide a five
millinetre square. The first has 3 x 3 = 9 squures.frou which to choose,

while the sccon? has 5 x 5 = 25. ° This ig not o guestion of relative
" accuracy, for uhu oUULlVlSiOHS are cotually of siilar size anl the two
scales, 1:12 antl 1:10, are of the sane orlar:; rather we are consilering
the ease with which o sposifie’ point ey be chosen frow within o sub-
aroup, for this has a bearinsg on the long-ter: performance of the plotter.

It is quicker to 3lot pointe with reference to x anl y axes when the
brain thinke in co-orlinates: this ic nuch ensier ziven a linear

Jusdecinnl subdivision th&n it is with o Jcecingl sublivision of the
prineipal unit. The mind can find its ; ulnt w1+h1n 2. sixteen-woy
divided sduare nore es sﬂly than it can w1th1n & syvare which is only
Jivide four-ways.

Thes: eonsilorations ay go sone way to exploining a curious tendency,
even given (raftsien thoroughly faniliar with both systens of
aieasurenent, for the recoriling - especially of sectiong - to take less
tire an’ involve fewor gross errors when Inperial rather than netric
messurerents are used. This, of course, is o subjective observation
which is not basel upon cuntrollel tests. It ;ight be interesting to
carry out experiuents to see tu what ‘extent this is true, but, until
the guestion is settled, the writer wonlers how-nany other excavators
share his suszicions : i

Hotes

1 This is the case with the foot used by the qul ers of the Hornan
church (c 1080 - 1100) foun.! below York Minster. Since errors in
“ﬂtulnr—nut builling ~ndl toking neasurenents nust be allowed for
in the crleulation to deternine an ancient unit of wed surenent, the
sosrch should ‘be conducted on the basis of 'preferrel neasurenent
probability s - full account of the application of this nethod to
the question of the 'Mornan church' foot is in preparation by
Dr Keith Orforl, of the University of Durha.., znd the writer, but
the inlications are that the Norman buillers as York used a unit of
neasurcient of 11.54 inches (0.962 fost/0.2932 swetres). This is
close to the Ronon foot of 11.6 inches.

2 For the shorter listences, the discrejpancy between the foot and
‘the local variations which wmay be encountered is usually small.
Yor ‘example, o length of 30 Roman fect (of 11.6 inches) is 29.1
stotute feet: which is near enough to alert the inves tigator to
the significant fisure of 30. The umetric equivalent, 8.87 netres,
is less easy te recugnise as o multiple of 0.295 netres, which is the
local variation. of the foot in this case.



24l CONTERENCE 1975

Septenber is the wonth of the annuzl Confeércnce of DAC nenbers. 1t was as a
regult of the Confercnce in 1972 thot the (B4 on? CFW were invitel to sot up
the network of diocesan archacologieal consultants, This year uﬂlj one
archaeologist attonded the full C;nfcr'ncb, which was held in Ripon, in his
cop city as o DAC merber, but Mr P V Addyman (Churches Comnittec Chairnsn) and

, Morris covered the proceedings between them as gucsts. This provided
ﬂxportunjtJ for a series of informal ond very fronk discussions with DAC
icials, members and archdeacone. These conversations -were volusble for

ay in which they revealed dioccesan attitudes towards srchoo clogy in
21 and towards the working of the dioccesan archacological advisory

netvark in porticular.  Lmong the points Jthh energe’ wore:

T Several DiCs alrcady have srchaeclogists as neabers of long =tanding.
Jducre this is the case the decision not to appoint the CBA noninee nay
have been token to aveid giving offence to the sittin: nember. Thot
such_situations have arisen is partly as a result of poor research by
the CBA - in one cr two dicceses the (B4 recomrendation has coused
genuire puzzlement ~ and fro. now on it will be necessary to vroceed
with the utwost tact ond diplonacy.

2" Cases such as those referred tu in (1) zhove are not to be cunfuscd
with those DACs who prefer to sclect their own 'archaec dosisté!
gonetines in the hope that by doing so this will insunize then ub”inst
further pressure from the CBA and CPW, anld 2t othors 2s = reaction’
ngednst whet is regarded as outsile interference. Unfotunately, o
rmber of 'archneologicnl consultants! are in fact no such thing,’
and there is a real risk of srehac 20logiczl loss where DiCs now believe
thit they are receivins soun® advice froo qurlified persons when this
is not the case.

5 There is still some nisun’erstanding over the definition and scopc. . of
church archoeolagjy. The view thet archacclogy is an entirely helow-ground
asctivity is still held by sonmc, ond this may exwvlain the lack of
consultation in o few dioceses wherc detnils of ezseés which ousht to be
being dcalt with by the consultant are not heing rele-sod.

4 Zone DAC moinbers comploined of a chsunl attitude towarls DaC work on

the part of their consultunt. In liocesses whore o pood desl of lobbying
gone on to secure on cppouintment, the absence of the cuonsultont-
er froa Conmilttee noutings is 1i kplj to attroct adverse comnent
if “rolonr 2l w111 lewd to ulDllonldD;Lnt.

Bvery {iocese contnins ites quota of single-ninded clergy who have no
tine for bureaucracy and whe regard conservotion natters, pirticularly
when hanlled by committees conposel of renote 'cxperts', with deep
suspicicn, belicving in nll sincerity that the noney and effort
involved could and should be better used elsewhor O ugition from
sich men to archadolugy - which, as they sec it, is even more custly,
tine-wasting and unneéesv”ry than the effects of some of the nore
ATCane u1~uu,u uf thb Pastorel Measure 1968 - is to be expacted.

(o}

It would be yuite wrong to give the icpression th:t the genorcel attitude
towerds srehaeology was hostile. Mhny DaCs spcke warnly of their cunsultonts
rlozsed at being able to co-upernte. Intercst and supyort for the
et r“ was espociclly fortheoming fron o nuober of architects whu worc prosent.
lh,uu pointg of critiecisu have buon roiscd sinply in orler to alert consultants

o sone of the difficultics an! idsunicrstond tings which wmay exist. 4 goud plan
is to sound out the eituztion inforwally befor. noking sny direet apurosch
to tho bishop or DuC fficoers.



CARHE

1 RIPON CATHEDRAL CLYPT Richard Hall

”ho necd for an archaesolegictl presence originated in a, schene of the
Déan and Chapter to install & display area for Diccesan plate within
the crypt, and to construct a vault below the north transept in which
tc store other plate not on display. 4 viewing area such as. this is
-of course suhject tc o variety of safety regulations, samongst which is
the reguirement that there must be at lezst tvo catrances. Since the
crypt only hal one, it was necessary to open up another, anl in doing

80 to destroy part of the fabric of the cryﬁt.

Astonishnent that this work actually starte without an archacologist
on the spot would have ariscen whatever the date of the crypt, but it is
magnified immensely by the associations of the structure with the fiery
Dishop Wilfrid, who built 2 church here, on or near the site of a
carlicr Celtic nonastery, between €71-8. Wilfrild had espoused Roman

ag obposged to Celtic religious practices, and his affilintions were
expressed by the elaborste church he built at tipon, contrasting with
the sinple noture of Cgltic ecclesianstical architecture. None of the
church survives above ground, but it was described by Wilfrid's
bicsrapher and near contemporary Edlius, who says of Ripon that it

was ‘'a church built of dressed stonc, ua norted Uluﬂ ‘colurms and
conplete with side aisles'

i

A1l that remains of this structure, unususlly moagnificent for its date
in Britain, is the crypt, which is assigned to Wilfrii's time
prinecipelly because of its close sinmilarity to a crypt at Wilfrid's
other nmajor foundaticn, Hexhan, which is specificzlly mentioned by
Bddius. Neither crypt was mL51bne1 as a vault for the burial of
Cdignitaricess their function was as o repository for the relics of
famous suints, brought back froix the continent by Wilfrid after his
travels. This explains their layout, each with a main chamber to
house the relics, and a number of entrances, two at Ripon and three at
Hexham, and linking passages, to allow the levout to pay their respects
in an orderly manner. It is in fact a plan based ultinately on the
crypt which Gregory the Great built at St Pitor's in Rome during
his pontificate (590-604).

Steps at the east end of the northern passage in the lipon crypt

were blocked by the foundations of the medieval choir screen, but

to couply with the safety regulations it was decided to extend the passage
by tunelling below the screen into a shaft sunk earlicr in this century
to house orsgn pipes, and to turn this into an exit point by inserting
a nevwel gtair. These steps have been genernlly acceptel as being part
of Wilfrid's original work, but to implement the schene thsey had to be
removed. It was o fortuitous visit by 2 member of the staff of the
York .irchacological Trust which alerted archaeologists to the work, and
which brousht a swift assurance from the Department of the Envirconment
that it would underwrite the expense of a watching brief. As the
nearest archaeclogical unit able to carry out the work at short notice,
the YAT sent two archaeslogists who spent several days incoarcerated
within the confines of the crypt, of neceesity alopting the active rdle
of rewoving the steps stone by stone.




w. AT =

It is a very salutary experience to denclish part of a monument thought

to date to the second reneration of Christianity in liorthunbria. The
principal result of the operation was that it is possible to Jenonstrate
that the steps woere inleed an integral part of the crypt's construction.

The pit dug to contain the crypt was recorded, although no objects were
recovered from it, and a scries of mortar and stone sanples were taken

for analysis. These should aid the study of early Saxon building techniques
and provide a clue to the areas frow which Wilfrid obtained his building
supplies. ' o

'

Little could be done in the north transept, where work had slready

reached an advanced stage, but earlier observations nade by Dr L A S Butler
su.gest that there was no sign of any Saxon or early-Norman structure

. below the existing fabric. Iowever, a fraguent of o pre-Conquest cross

was recovered from a secondary position during work herc.

The outline of the steps hus now been narked on the cryptts wall, ant
the crypt is now once more open to the public. Two points merit
consideration. Should such a monument, as inportant in its association
as in its arqhitécture, be altered in this way? 4nd if alteration is
the course approved, is there something wrong with e gysten which lets
Jenclition proceed without rigorous pracautions being token to recover
whatever evidence moy be forthcoming?

[This article first apveared in Interin, the bulletin of the York .archasological
Prust, Vol. 2 fle. 4. It is reproduce! here by kind permission of the author
and the Elitors. 4 report will be appeoring in Yorks. .urchaeol. J. 49 (T977)].

2 A RE-EXAMINATION OF HOLTON-LE-CLAY CHURCIH JQﬁn Sills

St Peter's church, lolton-le-Clzy, situated about 5 niles south of
Grimsby, is the subject of sone debate as to the relative dates of its
western bell tower, nave an? choncel. Jr H M Taylor considers almost

all of the lower courses of the nave and chancel walls to be contemporary
with the lower stage of the tower, which is presuned to be late Saxon
(Taylor & Taylor 1965: 317-319). .ecent investigations both above and
below ground level sugiest that this view may be incorrect, and that the
building sequence of this church is more couplex and took place over a
nore extended period thon has hitherto been thousht.

Rising damp inside the church in 1973 necessitated the removal of several
tons of soil which had accumuleted around 2ll sidss of the building.

This was done by a group of local archacclogists, ond as 2 result much

of the history of the church and ite site can now be réconstructed.'
uring a brief excavation this summer the important juncticn of the nave
and chancel foundations was exanminced, and a section was cut througsh the
successive boundaries of the medieval churchyzrd.

Excavation north of the tower in 1973 has produced circunstantial
evidence indicating the prescnce of at least two inglo-Saxon buildings

+ pre-dating the present church. The earliest recogmnisable Saxcn feature
was a fragaentary surface of crushed chalk (Shown in Fig. 1), which

ha! been almost entircly destroyed Ly later grave cuts. It is uncertain
whether this surface was associated with a domestic structure or an
early church, perhaps of wood, but sherds of Middle Saxon pot and
numerous animil bones found bencath it suggest that there was sonmc
donestic activity on the site before it was used as a place of worship.
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Modieval and later burials had destroyed all carlier stratification to the
south and west of the church, but to the north of the tower part of 'a
late-Saxon inhumation cemetery had survived virtually intact (Fig. 1),
perhaps because of the superstition that the north side of a.church
was en unsuitable place to bury the dead. The' erucial point about

this cemetry is that it was in use before the late-Saxon church was
built ¢ 1050, since several burials were disturbed when the tower
foundation trenches were dug (Fig. 1: 1 & 2),'burial 1 being cut almost
exactly in half; furthermore, a fragment of a memorial stone with
interlaced decoration, probably of 10th century date'(Fig. 2), was. -
incorporated into the Saxon tower arch, sugzesting that the .cemetery
had been in use from at least the 10th century onwards. The fills

of the 11 .raves contained middle- to late-Saxon pot, with a scatter

of animal bone and a few sherds of Roman pottery. & hairpin associated
with burial 8 can be assigned to the period 850 — 1100. Threé burials
recently excavated north of the chancel may also be Saxon, since all
three grave fills were of similar composition to those examined north
of the tower, and-all fourteen burianls were at an average depth of

¢ 2'6" below the' late-Saxon ground surface. Two of the burials ncar
the chancel had been disturbed by the builders of the nave foundations.
Burial alignuments varied by up to 15 degrees fron cast-west, but as yet
too few burials have been excavated to Jjustify any speculation

“about the alignment of some earlier church with which these burials

may have been. associated. '

. The- foundations of the late-Saxon tower (Fig. 3) give sonme insight

into Saxon construction methods. The rubble base, of stones and
boulders taken from boulder clay, is capped on thc outside by a

gingle course of massive, roughly shaped Jurassic limestone blocks.

West of the tower these foundations are plumb with the botton of the
plinth, but to the north and south they extend outwards sbout 2'0" to
give added stability. It sceuns likely that the late-Saxon nave was built
on an e~stward continuation of these tower foundations., Dr Taylor,
in-assuming that the plan of the existing nave 1s contemporary with the
tower, failedl to take into account the scar of a high, steeply pitched
nave roof on the east face of the tower above the present roof. . & scale
drawing of this scar (Fig. 4) shows that the earlier roof that it
represcnts could not have fitted the walls of the existing nave,. but
must hove sheltered an earlier, narrower nave, about as wide as the
tower foundations. Thus it is probable that the tower and the nave

were built on a single, rectangular substructure. Lvidence to confirn
this comes from two large stone blocks resting on the tower foundations
and projecting from the west wall of the nave to the north and south

of the tower. (Fig. 3), which nay have formed part of the footings of

the previous, late-Saxon nave.

_4port from the evidence of the earlier roof, there are other reasons

for thinking that the present nave is later than the Saxon tower.
Investigation of the junction between-the north tower and west nave
foundations has shown that the nave foundations are later than those

of the tower. »r Taylor comments that the fabric of the lower courses
of the nave is of rouchly-squared brown stone rubble, sinilar to the
~fabric of the lower stage of the tower, and consilers that the west

wall of the nave is in bond with the tower. The stripping of Victorian
rendoring from the lower courses of the nave, however, has revealed-
that the fabric is of large, well-dressed rectangular limestone blocks,
more characteristic of Normen than Saxon walling, and that these blocks
are not in bond with the roughly-course? rubble of ‘the tower. The
north wall of the nave is 3'0" thick (not, as Dr Taylor estimates, 2'6"),
_a deteil perhaps more typical of: Norman than of Saxon workmanship, while
almost all of the south nave wall was rebuilt in the 19th century.

Two najor restorations were carried out in the last century, in 1850



and 1868; it is not known during which of these the south wall of the
nave was rebuilt.

Dr Taylor bases much of his argument for a:single buildinz date for the

lower courses of the church on the existence of a double plinth, consisting
of a lower square order and an upper chaafered order, which Dr Taylor regards
as having been continuous around the whole church. In fact, as the
illsutrations show (Fig. St g &) & C), only the chancel has o plinth of this
form; the tower plinth is of one s=quare and three chamfired orders. .Many
late~-Saxon churches in Lincolnshire appear to have sinple two-order plinths
only because earth has accumulated against them, as at Holton until recently.
The nave plinth is of one chamfered order only. The nave plinth is poralleled
exactly at the nearby Norman church of Grainsby, further su., csting that the
original late-Daxon nave wag replaced by a larger Norman structure soon nfter
it was built. 3

Bloxham (1849: 6%-80) recorids that in 1849 there was a chancel arch at
liolton similar to the present tower arch. This opens up two possibilities:
either Bloxhan mistook a Worman arch for a Saxon feature, or elsc the
Norman nave wasg built without interfering with the original Saxon chancel
arch (see Fig. 3). Unfortunately, in 1850 a Victorian chancel arch in the
'Barly English' style was inserted, and without stripping away nuch of the
plaster from the inside of the east nove wall it is impossible to say which
of these possibilities is correct. ‘ i

Examination of the junction of the north chancel and east nave foundations
has revealel that the chancel foundations are later in date than those of

the nave. The walls of the chancel avpear "td have been largely rebuilt

above the foundations, for the footingg and walls are a patchwork of fire-
reddened -and unburnt stones. . serious fire affécted the church after

the nave was built, for almost all the original Norman work in the north nave
wall-is uniformly reddened by fire. The chancel was rebuilt after the fire,

< -probably re-using many of the criginal stones; several burnt stones have becn

J -5

re-used with an unburnt surface exposed to the outside. The blocks which
form the plinth are almost certainly original stones which have been re-used.
This plinth (Fig. 5: C) can be closely conyared with others belonging to
13th~ and 14th-century churches in North Lincolnshire. The fabric of the
chuncel is of small, sguarish and well-dressed blocks of limestone and
chalk, regularly coursed, with large rectangular qiioins.: This again is
suggestive of post-Norman work. One Jjamb of a =indow which may have
survived the rebuilding still exists inm the scuth wall of the chancel; it
ig-difficult to date, but it is probably not earlier than the 1%th or

later thon the 15th century. i possible clue as to the date whon the
chancel was rebuilt occurs in a record which stotes that betwazen 1509 and
1519 the fabric of the church had been so neglected that the chancel was
'in a ruinous condition, both walls and roof', sugesting that it may have
been rebuilt during the 16th century (folton church had at this' time been
az,ropriated by the nearby .ibbey of St Mary and St Petser at Humbcrstone
[Tailby, 1974}3. If thie is so0, the severe fire which scorched the nmasonry
of the church probably ocecurred before 1500. 4 recently discovered 15th-
or 16th~century doorway inserted intc the north nave wall goes =oie way to
confirm this relatively early date, for the insertel stones are all unburnt.
A date somewhere between the 12th and 15th centuries is thus supposed for the
fire. ' '

A more detailsd report on the archaeology of the church is in prejaration.
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3 HEALING ] Richard Morris

The parish church of 'S8 Peter and Paul, Healing, in the Diocese of
Lincoln, lies about 4 miles west of CGrimsby. The building consists of

a medieval tower of several periods coupled with what is reputed to be

a Victorian nave, and chancel. The history of the church is gsomething
of a puzzle. In plan and scale the church resenbles the early type of
two-celled church with which ILincolnshire abounds, but there are few
clues evident in the upper-structure to indicate the architectural
history of the building. The earliest visible work above ground is to
be seen in the arch which comiunicatés between the nave and tower.

This arch appears to date fron early in the 13th century, and would thus
be roughly contemporary with the arrival of the earliest recorded Rector

-~ in 1221. Thereafter, as beforehand, the history of the building is

uncertain, until we hear of the deletion of a south aisle in 1774,
Faculty papers tell us that the church was again modified by extensive
rebuilding exactly 100 years later, in 1874. There is some doubt

about the extent of this rebuilding, however, because the masonry of
the nave and chancel appears to be of several periods. It seems likely
that the Victorians trimmed away such masonry as was considered to be
of doubtful stability, and then proceeded to graft their new courses

to what was left of the older fabric. It may thus be that substantial
portions of the present church are medieval, except for ‘the south nave
wall which must date, at least in its position, from the removal of the
south aisle in 1774.

Healing church now stands apart from the village. This is probably

to be explained by the fact that the original settlement, of which the
church and adjacent manor with moat (vhich survives) formed the cenftre,
was graduslly abandoned: a process which perhaps led to the removal of
the south aisle in 1774, and which has left faint undulations in the
fields on either side of the churchyard. The fortunes of the area
revived in the 19th century with the coming of the railway, however, end
the old place name was transferred to a new village which grew up at the
trackside, some three-quarters of a mile to the north.

Today Healing is ageain a growing community. Whereas in some other
parishes in the Diocese of Lincoln churches are being declared redundant
for want of support, for some time now the parishioners of Healing

have been facing 4 problem of quite a different kind: how to acconodate
a congregation which is too,large for the church. The problem, of
course, is not new. The medieval builder solved it by adding an aisle or
by undertaking some more major forn of enlargement. More recently it
has sornetimes been found convenient to build an entirely new church of
more appropriate size and versatile form, or to amalgdmate with
neighbouring congregations, perhaps of different denominations, and
nove to a suitable existing building elsewhere in the parish.

At Healing is has been decided to transfornm the existing church by
abolishing the old arrangcment of nave and chancel and by shifting

the ritual focus of the building away from the tiny chancel into a

new, extended nave. To accomplish this the south wall of the present
nave is to be removed in order to connect the old church with a new
rectangular extension which is to jut deep to the south of the church,
and which will be partially sunk into the elevated churchyard so that
‘the new floor will correspond in level with the old. The original
chancel will become a Ledy Chapel. The ground storey of the tower will
serve as a vestry, and in the angle soon to be formed between the

Lady Chapel (chancel) and th¢ new nave, a kitchen end washroon facilities
are planned. In this scheme we¢ see a further illustration of the way
in which the architcctural development of a church czn mirror the
fortuncs of the community it serves.



an A,

News of the conversion prop posals reached the Diocesan . srehacological
Consultant, Mr Geoffroy Bryant, at the July meeting of the Lincoln DAC.

Mr Bryant sits as a corporate member of the DAC, and the Committee
postponed its decision on the issue of a faculty for one ronth in order
to give Mr Bryant time to assess the ﬂrcbaeologlcal rotential of the church
and churchyard and to arrange for action if he thought this was going to
be necessary. With the approval of the 1ncumbent and PCC, discussions
were held with the architect, the archaeological officer for South
Hunmberside, Mr J B Whitwell, the AAC Chairman and representatives of the
Depertment of.the Environment. The vutcome of these consultations,

which were co-ordinated from the office of the CBA Churches Comaittee

at Leeds, was a decision to carry out a small-scale exploratory
investigation fin: anced directly from DoE central funds and staffed by
an-ad hoc team recruited specifically for the project by the CBA.
Meanwhile, Mr Bryant made a survey of the churchyard and recorded the.
monunents in the area which was shortly going to be affected. lixcavation
began on 1 September, just 7 wecks after the case first cane to atte ention,
end is still proceeding. The work is being carried out at no extra cost
to thu PCC and will be conpleted before the contractor arrives.

4 sumnary of the results of the excavatlon will appear in the next edition
of the Bulletin. ik

4 - ASHELDHAM

" Enough church excavations have now taken - »lace te teach us that the full
history of a church is not .always to be undgrbtood by a study of the
upstanding fabric alone. There ic often a longer, more intricate history
leading up to the present building which can be reconstructed only after

a' careful consideration of evidence which is to be found within the fabric,
the substructure and the surrounding site. 4 small-scale excavation in

the redundant church of St Lawrence, /sheldhem, in the Diocese of Chelmsford,
has recently taken place in circumstances which demonstrate this point

very clearly. ; :

St Lawrence's church was declared redundant in 1972. The building, although
of some interest, is not.of outstanding architectural merit and was not
_Jjudged to be worthy.of preservation by the Redundent Churches Pund. Instead,
a proposal to convert the church into a Diocesan Youth uantre was approved,
and work on the necessary alterations has now begun.

A common problem in cases of thﬂs klnd ig the difticulty of deciding whether

& building of no particular outward distinction is worth the effort and expense
of excavation. In this case the resulis of a systematic archaeoclogical survey
of all the 225 churches in the Archdeaconary of Colchester were available, and
it was largely on the basis of the results of this survey, in particular the
the siting of Asheldham church in relation to other churches in the region,
that the decision to excavate was taken. - Indeed, tho survey enabled the

DAC consultant, Mr W J Rodwell, to single out this site as being especially
worthy of attention from a large number of other churches in the Diocese

‘which are also undergoing conversion or restoration this year,

Unfortunately neither the Advisory Board for Redundant Churches nor the DoE
were persuaded of the potential of: the site (1<vanr's degcription of the church
as being ‘entirely of the C14' was on one occasion cited as evidence that
excavation would be unprofltable) and Mr. Rodwell was. left to deal with the
archacology single handed, in his own time and at his own expense. In

fairness to the advisory Board, however, it nust be stressed that the

conversion scheme involves rclativedy slight alterations, and ‘this was

an opportunity nearly missed rath r than information lost. ‘

Mr Rodwell worked for a2 week at fAsheldham - his third church campaign in as
nany years - and his account of the nain results of the excavation follows here.
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ST LAVRENCE, ASYELDHAM: EVOLUTION OF THE PLAN
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1 (above) Horman church, not precisely dated, but probably all of one build.
Nave, chancel with fTower over, and apsidal sanctuary. By and larze only the
foundation surV1vod bau in places tﬁo courses of masonry also remained.
Although it is not possible to be quite certain, it seems that there were no
doorways in the N and 2 walls at tnls veriod. The church may have been built
directly on a Roman road which gave access directly to the W end. An extensive
foundation in the SE corner of the nave suggests the position of the tower
stair, although nothing of its structure survived. The only parallel with
tower and apse surviving that is known to the writer is Newhaven, Sussex,
although Great Easton and Wakes Colne, both in Zssax, were probably once the
sane.
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2 (above) Ia C13 the chancel was rebuilt, reusing the tower fourndations. Eithe
the tower arch was modified or a2 new chancel arch was erectad. In large part
the N and S walls of this chancel still survive and contain a fine S priest's
doorway and piscina.

W

(vbelow) The nave was totally rebuilt on the old foundations by the early C14.
The work was probably spread over = number of years. The chancel arch was
removed and it seems that a2 stone chancel screen was erecied either in this
or the next phase. The phase 3 nave survives today.




4 (above) By the

later (14 a W tower had been added. The former W doorway was
retained as the toxer arch. The tower was built in two stages and the spirzl
stair which was certainly intended to go higher than the first floor, wasa
never completad {Jr ) lished and rebuilt
ﬂ

1s2 the upper parit of the towar was demeli:
The rood stair and former 1oft probably belonz to this phase.
5 (below) Undated. The E end appears to have fallen into ruin and was walled
off.

6 (below) In C19 the church was restored and the E end “ebuiTt, with the E wall
just inside its former line. The S porch was added in 18567, The tower vas
re-roofed after a long pericd of being open to the 3 athe*, during which time
the bell frame and interior suffered badly. A single bell was hung where once
there hazd been three.

Of this church Pevsner says: 'Entirely of the first half of the C14. W tower
with diagonal buttresses and later brick battelements, nave and chancel. The
windows are either cusped lancets or have some little ogee detail. The chancel
S window, S doorway (with head-label-stops) and Sedile form a group.'
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5 LITTLE SOM3ORNE Mortin Biddle

The Church of All Szints, Little Sonborne, was declared redundant in

Moy 1974 and is now vested in the Redundant Churches Fund. 4t the invitaotion
of the crchitect, Mr Richard Sawyer, and of the Fund, cxecavations have

been in nrogress ot weekends since lote Junc.

The church is a sinple roctangle, o blocked chancel arch testifying to the
orner existence of a separate chanecel., The prineirple intersst of the fabric
a4y in the anglo-Saoxon woerk of the western part of the nave: two pilaster-—

strips ond two lond-aznd-short quoins. The excavations hove alresdy shown:

i—"—b»—_}
&

e

1 Thot the Anglo-Saxon nave wis originally ¢ 2 netres longer. It had
heen cut back to the present west-ond ine the 14th century, the
north-west aond south—woest guoine being rebuilt at the new corners
in : bastard forsa of long-and-short.

2 That the wnglo-Saxon nave was originclly c 8.5 netres in length and
thus accounts only for the wustern 6 nwetres of the present building.
The renoinder is an oxtension of the late Fornman period.

3 That there was originzlly > northern loterzl building near the
present east ernd, probobly one of =air of transeptal chapels.

The church is thersfore already scen to belie its sinple appearance. Iittle
or nothing described under 1 - 3 would hove been recorded during the
inpending - oand very necessary - droinagoe works without prior archacological
exinction. The excavoations will continue over the winter and during

next yeor )

Bxcovation is, however, only o part of the project. The plaster om the
exterior of the south wall of the church has been striiped and 21l the

interior pluster, resulting in the discovery of two proviously unsuspected
Anglo=-Saxon double-sployed windows ond nany other features. The roof is tc
be stripped in tis centirety, recorded, repaired, and retiled during the |
avtwm. When this has been conpleted, strip Jln of the external plaster will

be finished, togother with external cxeavation. Only when oll these tasks
are over will excavation tzke nlacce below the floor.

It scons that this s-quonce of operatiocns ray be ileal, gradually closing-in,
=8 it were, on the cxcavation below the church floor, the nost difficult
part of the investigaticn. It neans that one can conc to the below-ground
problens with many yuestions already posed, and sonc answered, froi a
thorough knowledge of the stanling structure. It neans, tuo, that one can
aprroach the probably nuch disturbed below-ground evidence, and inevitobly
dostroy it by exeavatiin, with the full archive of sbove-ground evidence
rexdily available LOT re-interrogation.

The Redund=nt Churches Pund arc to be warnly congr:tulated on their
foresight in forwarding this ncw initictive in their work.
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6 BEXCAVATIONS AT ST WYST.N'S CHURCH, REPTON, 1974-5 Mortin Diddle

The .nglo-Saxon portions of St Wyston's church arce anong the most distinguished
survivals of inglo-Soxon architveture. For over o century the erypt and
eistern poarts of  the church have becn studicd and restudied by students of
garly architucture, nost rcecently by Dr Il M Taylor in his poper in

Ineland before the Concuosts Studies in Prinary Sources prescnted to

Dorothy Thitelock (Cambridge, 1971) and in his guide to the church. By
187% 2 stage had been rocched whero further advances in our knowlelze and
understanding of the church cuuld only be obtained by 2 highly detziled,
stone-by-stone, znalysis of the stending fabric ond by cxeavition of the
buried deposits around the building. It was with this generzl objeetive
thet Dr Taylor, ny wife and 1 began in 1974 a juint investigotion of the
archacology and architecture of the church in o projoct intonded to cover
gevoral years. This note describes in brief outline the results of our work
in 1974 and 1975 and provides o very welcoune oupportunity to expresa our
rateful thonks to those who have nmade it possible.

[od
¢

We hove wwo principal objectives, o gencral purpose to investigote the

history of hunan scttlement on the church site, csopecially the origing and
growth of the Anglo-Saxon monastery; and a specific purpose to est:blish

the seguence ond .charccter of the successive stiges in the structure of the
church itself. The attoinucnt of these objectives requires closc collaboration
between srchitectural and archasological specinlists, betweon whiat

Dr Tsylor has c:olled 'structural criticienm' and cxesvation.

a first result of great importonce has been to show thot the crynt - the
earliest yisible part of the church - is not the carlicst building on

the site. This was not une ected, but we con now denonstrote for the
first tinc an ocutline of the c¢vents which »receded it. ¥For the tine being
our knowledge is restricted to the linited area cxeovated on the south
side of crypt and chonecel, immediately cast of the Sleeny uire, but these
results should cr.ve t4 be of sencral relevonce whon further work is
undertaken, although they can be expected to beconme zore cunplex.

The 01d groundsurfoce on which oceujation of the site bugan lies sone

two netros below the present ground surface in this aren. It congists of
o decp brown soil developed on the loccl sand zn? pebble of the Junter
Pebble Beds. The corlicst treces of human activity ore flint flakes and a
broken scroper, perhaps of Heclithic or Bronze ige date. These traces
seci guite incidental to the ncin history of the site and no evidence of
structurcs asgocisted with then has so for becn found.

The nain developmont of the site begins with o serics of burials 1aid out
with their hoads to the west. Fothing is yot known in Cet:il of these
araves, but they nay belong to the earlicst years of the nonastery in

the Tth century A.D. They arc overl-min by a series of pebble floors with
intervening layers of fine soil. Fron these layers have come o noess of
aninal bones, o quantity of iron-working waste and, wost inportant, sone
thirty fraguents of vessel glags and fifteen pieces of window. glass.

The vessel glass scens to be of Ronan origin, but it cennct indieate

Runan occupaticn of the site since the cther Ronon noterial is so scanty,
consisting of two fraguents of tile and four or five sherds of pottery.

It sceums probable thot the vessel glaiss was being rueycled, nrobably in the
nrnufacture of cenonel or of the window glass. The lotter ceeurs in

three colours, a cold light blue, = rich dark blue, and =n olive grecn
with nilky trails. It is in very snall frasnments which seen to come fron
tiny quorries, each with the clipped, or 'grozed' eldges typical of sarly
nedieval window glass. Window gloss of o elusely cormporable choar-cter wos
first rccognised by Irofossor Sluik Craivp ot the Northusbrion churches
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of Monkwsarmouth, Jarrow, ond Bsconb, where it probably derives froa an
industrial trodition sstoblishel by glagiers brought over froa Gaul by
Benedict Biscop in the lote 7th century. Its discovery at Roepton, only
the fourth site fron which such glass is known, providis a link with
the Furthunbria fron which Mercic was anvurt~1 to Christianity, as well
as providing evidence for the artistic activity of the early monastery
at Repton. These loyers, with their evidence for iron-woerking

cnd probobly for the manufacturc of glass, denonstrate the kind of

industrizcl activity to be cxpected in such a coununity.

vebble spreads with their evidence of domestic and industrial
3ct1v1ty were in their turn sealed by layers of debris associated with
the construction of the crypt an? those ports of the .ngls-Saxzon church
imnediately te the west. These layers included deposits of clean pebbles
and sand spread around during the digsing of the original trench in
which the crypt wos set, piles of chippings left by the meosons dressing
the stones, and post-pits in which the seaffold poles used in the
ercction of the centr.l squ.re of the church had been sct. More work
renains to be done on thése deposits, but they show quite conclusively
the level fro: which the crypt was originally constructed, nearly twe
netres below the proescent surface, and that the great stones of the
stopped plinth were 2lways intended to be visible zbove ground. It is
only because the ground hos risch in subsequent centuries, ooinly as a
result of burial, thot the plinth now lics so far below the surface.

This was one of the muin architectural objeetives uf the first seasons.

The other wos to establish the niture zndl purpose of the roctingular
bled projection on the svuth wall of the crypt, in front of the

,ru“;nt squore-headed window. Was this an original fe.ture or an
Aition? Was it 2 tomb-structurc, an entrancs, or just o window?

We now know that it belongs to the thirl stage in the development

of the erypt, being subscjuent to the inserted voult of the crypt itself.

it thus falls inte ulace alon;side the diagonal passds by which the

erypt is reanched todny fron ingide the church, for ta:s pagsages ars

alsc later than the vault. Cur »rovisicnal interprotation secs the south

wrojection (like that which ~lso existad on the nttH) as a window,

inscrted tu light the proviously windowless crypt. This wes probably

done in the third yuarter of the 9th contury when the cult of Uystan

was growing and the possoges were constructed to allow o flow of

pilerins fronr the church down inte the cryot, where the saint's

relics were presunnbly displayeld, and out ognin by the other passage

beck into thoe church.

0

.

The loyers of debris left cutside the crypt by its criginal construction,
by the construction of the central part of the church tc the west, by
the vaulting of the crypt, tho canstruction of the chancel, and the
l:ter JL1f¢Cﬂt10n of the crypt, cannot so far be satisfactorily
distinguished one fron another, for this area subscauently becane

the Slte of o cemetery in use from the later 9th .century Cown to

the loter niddle oges. The carlier burials, in wouden coffins sometines
with iron fittings, probobly belonged to persons of hith social status
whe were able to obtiin buritl close to the saint's resting—place in

the crypt, vhich was itself probobly o nmausclew: of the Moreiazn kings.
The Viking axc-hend found in the =ngle of the chuoncel and Slecpy uire
in 1923 probably come, in the writer's opinion, from one of 1

groves. It would thus represcnt the uncert-in coniditions of the

l.te 9th century when the Donish settlers were gradus 11y being converted
ty Christicnity but still on ceeusion rotiine? pagan practices, such
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&8 the deposition of weapons with the dead.

cnedieately scuth of the erypt, burial sesms to have becone lese intense
in the 11th century, and was perhups interrupted for o verisd after 1172
by counstruction work on the priory to the ecst. Scuth-east of the crypt
this perisd scons $0 have heen marked by a decn excavotion of uninown
pursosc, possibly wn unused £ undation trench, which was scun roefilled.
Buricls later made in this area werc quite different from those further

st. ost -wer:s narked by head and foot-stones and nany were covered
by slzbs. One of these, which covercd o uonolithic stone coffin, was

ed with a diamond 'twill' pattern and probably dntus to the end of the

(1). The burials herc clearly belong to the lay cenctery -of
At this time, the bound-ry between priory and nporish
howe. run due south from the scuth-cast zngle of the crypt
and chancel, and the differcnces in buri~l proctice to cither side of this
line oppesr to reflect real diffcerences in soeizl grouping.

Two seasons, totally twenty-six working days, have cnly begun to touch
on the problems nand reveal the possibilitics of this rem~rkable site.
This note has doliber.:tely scid little of the inportont new results
coorging fron Dr Toylor's anclysis of the stonding wells, for these are
50 coinplex 2s to need ot lesst o sketeh to illustrate their implications.
Moanwhile, with thae kindly Corboarance of the church and school we hope
to continue our work for at leust the next three years, first un the
exztern side of the crypt and then, on o larger scale perhaps, on its
north si There can be no doubt that this work will illuminaté not
only th: hisfory of Repton church and its carly munestery, but clse the
developuent of /nglo<8-ixon architecture in the coentral kingdon of the
Oeptarchy.

[ The Repton project has beon princinally supperted by the Socicty of
antifuarics of London and by The Observer, to bhoth of whon we ox
oreatly indebted.] :

@

Hote 1: I aa groteful to Dr L A S Butler for identifying this type of
slab. ¥For an illustration of 2 slab in the sane traditionm,
se¢ his 'Minor Medicval Monwnentnl Sculpture in the Bast
Eidlands', Archoeol. J. CXXI (1964), 120, Fig. 2: Ai.

BOOK-LIST

archacological work in churches generally takes place as o result of a
decisicn which has been token by on nrchitect for rensons to do with the
condition of the building. is the church archacologist becomnes nore
inveived with the specification of architectural work it will becore
increasingzly necessary for hin t9 understand the inplicsitions of the
constructionul nmethods used in repoir and restoration and the teorms
which refer to them. To give exanples, how wpuch dam~pe might be coused
to medisval nosonry by 'plostic repair'; or whot is invelved in 'pressure
grouting'? The booke listed opposite could be reg.rded as providing a
grounding for the archavological consultant in th. varicus oatters which
could concern him in this ficld. Useful refcrence texts for occasicnal
usc zre 2lso listed.




Revoir of inciont Buildings, by .. R. Powys. J. M. Dent 1929. 208 pp.

.n ossentisl book by understoand the kinds of repairs which were

corricd out on buildings before the introduction of madern construction
nathods. lad by nany as the best single work cn the
subjcet, althouzh very traditional in its aprrozeh.

o

o

The Caro of 01¢ Buildinas Today, by donald Cusall.  ..rchitectural Fress
r 1972. 197 »3. '
4 25 an updated version ‘f Powys' volune, this is importont
x roading for those who wish £ 2t into the thinking of
nosat nodern crchitects engag in pruSQTVAtlun work,
Progorving ond restorings monuments ond historical buildings. UNESCO,
Paris 1972. 267 pz.
4 callection of papers dealing with monunment luegislation, operaticon
technivucs, survey wmcthods (1nclu ng photog ru«avtr') and nany
othor aspects of building prescrvation. Useful ronge of sxunples
chosen on an internction: 1 basis.
Svngcification 76 cdition 1975. ..rehitcetur.l Iress. 2 voluncs.
If the concept of o specificotion for srchacvlosieal work in churches
continues to goin suuport, the chapters on cxeavation, plant,
ecguipnent, wnong the nony, will prove uscful. likewise:
» AT Lersl Handbosk, Architeetural Fress.
b i oguide to the conplexities of contract wcnd building law, this
will be ugeful as o reforcnce work to cleor up the usaning of
or interpresation of cuontract clauscs ‘
Guide to Historie Buildings Law, 3 odition. Canbs. & Bly C.-C.,,
County Planning Dopt. ‘
‘This is the basic rocfurcence work to Historic Suildings
Logislativa. .ilthouzh churches ore lar goly exenpt, nony
churchy.rdis f21l within conscrvi.tion arecs, ~nd +he district
ccuncil nay cunsiler archacelogy to be raoveLopuent! ag
defined in the Tow.n and Country Plenning .ct.
For mapers specifically conccrned with the core of churches
‘ the consultant should ¢ nsult the folluwing publicatiuns

x igaued by the Counecil for Plscces of Torship (83 London Wall,
. BEC2H1 )H@ﬁ. 411 these nre in 44 fornot and oroe realy-punched
e tv fit binders.

Uow t5 Lock After Your Church (CPW 1970). 25p.

5 handbssk on the care and maint-asnee of church buildings, and
their furnishings and fixtures. Uscful guide to foculty procedurc.

Hesting Zour Church (CPY 1970). 4Cy.




‘2intononce snd Repeir of Stone Buildings (0T 1970). 252,

olysis of causcs of detericration and deeays; neth.ds of protection
end ropelr are olss deseribed. Uscful book-list.

tings (CPY 1970). 74p.

the origin =ni purpose of medicval wall decor:tion, and
how to toke precsutions aguinst damige to sueh schenes.

Thurches and @rchaeologv((CPH 1974). 5.

single—sheet panphlet, largely intended 4o gualify gone of the nore
cristic sdviee offered in Maintensnce and Repair of Stone Duildings.

Finally, the consultant who wants to be in commans of thoe redunloney
legislztion nmust own a copy - of the Pastoral Mezsurc 1968 (11S0). 1
should =lso he receiving the annual reports of the two statutory bolice
concerned with reduadoncy: the ~avisory Doard for Redundant Churches
(Ficlien House, Little College Streut, SN1), ant the Redundnat Churches
Mfund (St Andrew~by—the~w&rdrpbo, wacen Victoria Stroct, EC4AV SDE). Th:
AVRC reports arc indispensable, since they list the churches de.lt with
under the various scetions of the Pastoral Measur: 1968 zn? include
helpful tobles of statistics which will not be founl elscwherc. The

RCF repurts are illustratod and discuss the churches which have been
vested during the yeor in question. The noet recent ROP roport (for 1974)
is porticularly useful since it lists ~11 churches which have becn vasted
curing the first quinguenniun sinee the Pagtoral Mceasure took Torcc.

The consultant who stulies thesc reports corifully will soun be aware
thet rcdundaney legislation is for from being fixoed or rigid, but that
there hos beon and continucs to be a certuin cvolution in its interpretation
and applicetion. The .LDRC reports, in particular, regularly contain
ctions discussing thefworking of the Mecsure. 'In order to keep un to
dote the consultant nay wish to read the Report of the Vorking Party
O he Pogtoral Moasure 1968 (Church Inforaation Office, SWIP 3N0Z), while
for the really keen the .BRC hes produced a bocklet entitled Connents on

1

the Renort of the YMorking Perty on the Tastorsl Hessure 1968.

S0

+




—— =

= 03

LESSONS TROM I'EALIHNG

So far the project at lealing (see p. 13) has been successful in o modest
way. But it has only turned out to be so beecause of prompt and ready
co-opcration by all the parties concerned. & snag ot any stage would have
cost us the entire project, since excavation is taking ploce in the few spare
days between the return of tenders and the start of work by the contrzctor.
Without the goodwill of the incunbent and PCC, the approval of Mr Vhitwell
(vhose organisation has on this occasion been by—pgssed); the willingness of
the DAC to delay the issue of a feculty (:t 5 time when building costs are
rising by 1% per nonth); the fact thot the DoE was willing to back the project
at short netice: the vigilance of the DAC ecnsultent, zad the chonece
avodilability of suitable stoff and eguipment, this project could not have
been undertoken in the time available.

Since Liealing is probably typical of the kind of minor opsration which will
have to be mounted from time to time in all dioceses, it is worth pausing
now to consider some of the basic lessons which this case can teach us.

Hezling warns us that it is essentizl for the architect to consult the
archaecologist on a project before the specification is written. Once a
gspecificotion iz drafted and put out to tender therc will normalily be no
opportunity for effective archzeological participation in the project.
Action was only made possible in this case becouse it turned out that much
excavation could be done on the controctor's behalf by the archaeological
team,

To achieve this early co-operation it is vital that every DAC nnd/or
PDivcesan Archacological Consultant should moke certain thet the panel of
architects who work in the Diocese knows of the fact that theore is an
archaeciogist avallable for congultation. The consultont who sits as a
DAC member should work towards a situstion vhore he ean come to regord his
nonthly meetings as the final safety-net for schemes of archacological
importance, while thc consultant who is not yet a corporate member of his
DAC may nevertheless be kopt inforied about schemes in which he should be
giving advice. PFew church alterations or restorations crise overnight:

o parish oftern takes several years to raisc the neccsscry funds for o
pruject, and it is then, when the schene is in gestation, that the consultant
should beecone involved.

There is ¢ second point 1o be made which conecerns the problems of
agsegsing the archaeclogical potential of churches which bear few .
outward signs of interest. There arc many churches such ag Iealing in
whaich the nost important cvidence is concealed. The task of picking out
the right churches for investigotion, perticularly 2t short notiee, is

always going to be 2 hit-and-miss business until nmethodical and thorcugh

archacological surveys hove becn undertoken to supplenent the existing
architectural handbooks, and a sound research poliey has been formulated.

The CBA Churches Committcee has get up 2 snall sub-conmittec to tackle these
problens ~ particularly the guestion of manpower and finanee - and it is
hoped that the proposals of the sub-committee will be ready for inclusion
in the next issue of the Bulletin. Mocnvwhile, ocny consultant who finds
himself confronted with a case which he alone or the local unit
cannot handle, he ig invited t0 contoet the Secretury of the Churches
Conmittee at the CBi Churches Cffice in Leeds. If the cise concerns a
redundant church, or = church that iz obout to enter the redundaney process,
it would be porticuloariy zdvisable to inform the Secrcbary, since
exyperience shows that redundancy coses are often com;liczated by factors

of which the consultant way be unaware.
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