
HEADSTONE HOUSE, NEAR HARROW. 

BY ALBERT HARTSHORNE, ESQ. 

[Read at Headstone House, Sept. 11, 1867.] 

The ancient manor of Heggeston, Heggeton, or Headstone, 
formed, from a very early period, a part of the manor of Harrow, 
and, indeed, up to the fourteenth century, it is not mentioned in 
documents as a separate estate. It is therefore, to such docu
mentary evidence as exists relating to the manor of Harrow that 
we must refer for the early history of Headstone. 

The earliest mention that we find of the manor of Harrow is 
in the year 822, when Wulfred, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
possessed himself of Harrow and other lands by purchase, for the 
purpose of restoring them to the Church of Canterbury, from 
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which they had been taken by Cenwulf, King of the Mercians. 
Wulfred subsequently granted them for life to his relative War-
herdus, a priest. 

The will of Warherdus, printed in Mr. Thorpe's admirable 
collection of documents of the Anglo-Saxon period, bears date 
830.* In it he leaves to the Church of Canterbury, in accord
ance with the wishes of Wulfred, and for the health of his own 
soul, and that of the Archbishop, Hergas or Harrow, consisting 
of 100 hides of land, and other places, besides all his own estates, 
amounting to more than 60 hides, in different parts of the 
country. 

A t the time of the Conqueror's survey Harrow was returned 
at 100 hides, 30 of which belonged to the demesne. A priest 
had one hide, and three knights held six hides. The whole was 
in , the possession of Archbishop Lanfranc, and was valued at 561. 

In the absence of any information directly relating to Head
stone at this early period, it may not be out of place to mention, 
in a few words, the importance attaching to Harrow and its 
manors, from the frequent visits they received from archbishops 
of eminence. The famous Thomas a Becket spent some days 
here on the occasion of a visit he attempted to pay to the court 
of Henry I I . at Woodstock, in 1170. Failing in this endeavour, 
and receiving messages forbidding him to go to the court, he spent 
some days at Harrow, and many courteous interchanges took place 
between him and the Abbot of St. Albans. The feeling of 
dislike evinced by the King to Becket was participated in by 
men of all grades. The Hector and Vicar of Harrow showing 
their dislike to the prelate in a conspicuous manner. 

Eight days after Becket's return to Canterbury he was mur
dered before the altar of St. Benedict. 

In 1250, five years after his elevation to the see, Archbishop 
Boniface was at Harrow for the purpose of holding a visitation, 
and in L300 Archbishop Winchelsea writes from here. 

The Archiepiscopal residence appears to^have been subsequently 
removed to Headstone; for in the year 1344 (18 Edward III .) 

* Thorpe's Diplomatarium Anglicum cevi Saxonici. 
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Robert de Wodehouse had license from the King to alienate a 
house, three carucates of land, twenty acres of meadow land, and 
24.s. rents of assize in Harrow, to J o h n Stratford, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and his successors. This, I take it, was the manor 
of Headstone. 

In the year 1396 that learned man, Archbishop Arundel, was 
translated from York to Canterbury; upon charges of high 
treason, he was banished two years after, at which time inquisi
tion was taken of his property, arid i t is in this document tha t 
we first have actual mention of Headstone as a separate manor 
I t consisted of a well-built house and 201 acres of land, valued at 
6c?. an acre. Arundel returned on the deposition of Richard I I . 
and crowned Henry IV . 1399, and in 1407 he writes from 
Headstone. 

The Lambeth Library contains a large number of " Registers " 
of the Archbishops of Canterbury from the t ime of Peckham 
(1278), but, owing to the non-appointment of a librarian, I have 
been unable to obtain any information from this quarter. In the 
Record Office, however, I was more fortunate, for the Computus 
and Court Rolls there preserved relating to the see of Canterbury, 
from 1278 to 1645, give the following facts:—In 1451 (37 Henry 
VI.) Headstone was in the occupation of William and Richard 
Redyng, who appear to have been farmers, and in 1466 (6 
Edward IV.) William Page held it in the same manner. In 
1483 William Redyng is returned as occupying it, and in 1488 
and 1490. In 1503 it was in the hands of Isabella, widow of 
William Redyng, while Richard Redyng renders an account of 
the estate in 1543. The value of Headstone is stated in the 
Valor Ecclesiasticus of the time of Henry V I I I . to be 131. 1 Is. 8d. 
In this last-mentioned year all the lands and manors of Harrow, 
together with others in Essex, Sussex, Suffolk, and Kent, then 
forming part of the possessions of the late Priory of St. Gregory, 
without and next to the walls of Canterbury, were given by 
Archbishop Cranmer to Henry V I I I . in exchange for other 
estates. Three years after (in 1546) the King granted them to 
Sir Edward Dudley, afterwards created Lord North, at that time 
a person in high favour. They remained in this family until 
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1630, when Headstone was alienated by Dudley Lord North to 
a Simon Kewsc. Towards the close of the seventeenth century it 
was purchased by Sir W . Bucknall, whose descendant John Askell 
Bucknall bequeathed it to the Honourable William Grimston. It 
has since been in the possession of Mr. Bucknall Estcourt, and is 
now the property of William Bush Cooper, esq. 

I t will have been observed from the foregoing notices that the 
earliest mention of the existance of a house at Headstone is in the 
year 1344. The formation of a moated dwelling will probably 
date from this time. A moat was the general method of protec
tion at that period, and in this case one involving little difficulty 
in its construction from the low-lying marshy nature of the land; 
and, when we have mention in 1398 of the house as being " well 
built ," we can readily conceive that it was a place sufficiently pro
tected, as much by the moat surrounding it as by its own strength 
of wall, and we can understand Archbishop Arundel making it a 
place of abode, as he did in 1407. 

At this time, then, I conceive that Headstone House was simply 
a fortified dwelling for the occasional residence of the archbishops 
of Canterbury. I t appears, however, that towards the middle of 
the fifteenth century the place was diverted from its original use, 
and was in the occupation of farmers. This change was probably 
caused by the infrequency of visits to it by the archbishops, added 
to the fact of its situation making it a good centre for farming 
purposes, and which brought about, from time to time, the erec
tion of the large barns and outhouses in the immediate vicinity. 

I am unwilling to fix any precise date to the Great Barn,* or 
indeed to any of them, because, in the absence of any mouldings, 
there is nothing to go upon but the general appearance of the 
woodwork, the construction, the size and shape of the timbers, 
and the present condition of these buildings. 

W e are however enabled to form an approximate idea of their 
age by comparing them with similar erections of known dates. 
For instance, the noble barn at Harm on ds worth near West Dray-

* The external length is 147 feet 8 inches by 38 feet 8 inches wide. It 
is built entirely of oak, some of the timbers being 14 inches square. 
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ton, built before 1387, and one of equally fine proportions at 
Cuxton near Bochester, erected in the reign of Henry V I I . are 
both very similar in their construction to the Headstone example, 
and I am disposed to think that its erection took place between 
the years 1458 and 1543; certainly before the alienation of 
Headstone from the sec of Canterbury. I t is worthy of observa
tion that the country in the neighbourhood of Harrow abounds 
with ancient wooden barns, and most of which are of undoubted 
antiquity; but the mode of construction which may be observed 
in them has been continued with slight modifications and smaller 
timbers up to the present day. I t is a method of building well 
suited to the requirements, and one which has become in later 
times a kind of traditional mode of treatment. For example, the 
modern barn on the west side of the farm-yard at Headstone has 
been rebuilt with old materials used in new positions, but the 
ancient arrangement has been in a great measure adhered to. 

The smaller erections, now converted into stables, appear to be 
of nearly the same date as the large barn, and are worthy of in
spection. They retain the greater part of their orignal rafters. 
Wi th regard to the present dwelling, it will be observed from the 
engraving, that with the exception of the fine old chimneys there 
is little attraction on the outside. In the interior there is a lofty 
room with bracketed and moulded beams, called, on what 
authority is not apparent, the chapel. The principal window 
looks to the north-west. This has a wooden transom and mullions, 
and does not appear earlier than the time of Elizabeth; and the 
same remark will apply to the low six-light window at the back 
of the house. 

There exists here the back of a fire-place in cast iron, dated 
1596, and bearing the arms of Philip of Spain, the consort of 
Queen Mary, upon a double-headed eagle displayed. I am at a 
loss to account for its presence here. I t was taken from a bed
room fire-place. 

There is little of interest upstairs except a few seventeenth 
century doors and plain chamfered beams. The whole house was 
so fearfully modernized at the beginning of the present century 

VOL. I I I . P 
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that but few evidences remain of its condition previous to its 
alienation from the see of Canterbury. 

It was a common fashion in the last century to attribute build
ings and other objects of antiquity to Julius Cassar or King John. 
In our own day the favourite heroes are Queen Elizabeth, Wolsey, 
and Cromwell. I was therefore prepared to hear that Wolsey both 
built and lived at Headstone. It seems that he held the rectory 
of Harrow, but there is no evidence that he ever visited that 
place or Headstone. It is scarcely necessary to say that this 
tradition, together with that of the subterranean passage spoken 
of as going from here to Harrow, may be at once dismissed from 
the mind as childish fables. 




