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A DESCRIPTION OF

THE IMPERIAL STATE CROWN,

PRESERVED IN THE JEWEL HOUSE AT THE TOWER OF LONDON.

BY PROFESSOR TENNANT, OF KING'S COLLEGE.
[Read before the Society at Islington, July 7, 1858.]

THE Imperial State Crown of Her Majesty Queen Victoria
was made by Messrs. Rundell and Bridge in the year 1838, with
jewels taken from old Crowns, and others furnished by command
of Her Majesty. It consists of diamonds, pearls, rubies, sapphires,
and emeralds, set in silver and gold; it has a crimson velvet cap
with ermine border, and 1is lined with white silk. Its gross weight
i3 890z. 5dwts. Troy. The lower part of the band, above the
ermine border, consists of a row of one hundred and twenty-nine
pearls, and the upper part of the band a row of one hundred and
twelve pearls, between which, in front of the Crown, is a large
sapphire (partly drilled), purchased for the Crown by His Majesty
King George the Fourth. At the back is a sapphire of smaller
size, and six other sapphires (three on each side), between which
arc eight emeralds.

Above and below the seven sapphires are fourteen diamonds,
and around the eight emecralds one hundred and twenty-cight
diamonds. Between the emeralds and sapphires are sixteen trefoil
ornaments, containing one hundred and sixty diamonds. Above
the band are eight sapphires surmounted by eight diamonds,
between which are cight festoons consisting of one hundred and
forty-eight diamonds.

In the front of the Crown, and in the centre of a diamond
Maltese cross, 1s the famous ruby said to have been given to
Edward Prince of Wales, son of Edward the Third, called the
Black Prince, by Don Pedro, King of Castile, after the battle of
Najera, ncar Vittoria, A.p. 1367. This ruby was worn in the
helmet of Henry the Fifth at the battle of Agincourt, A.D. 1415.
It is pierced quite through after the Eastern custom, the upper
part of the picrcing being filled up by a small ruby. Around
this ruby, to form the cross, are seventy-five brilliant diamonds.
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244 THE IMPERIAL CROWN OF ENGLAND.

Three other Maltese crosses, forming the two sides and back of
the Crown, have emerald centres, and contain respectively one
hundred and thirty-two, one hundred and twenty-four, and one
hundred and thirty brilliant diamonds.

Between the four Maltese crosses are four ornaments in the
form of the French fleur-de-lis, with four rubies in the centres,
and surrounded by rose diamonds, containing respectively eighty-
five, eighty-six, eighty-six, and eighty-seven rose diamonds.

From the Maltese crosses issue four imperial arches composed
of oak leaves and acorns; the leaves containing seven hundred
and twenty-eight rose, table, and brilliant diamonds; thirty-two
pearls forming the acorns, set in cups containing fifty-four rose
diamonds and one table diamond. The total number of diamonds
in the arches and acorns is one hundred and eight brilliant,
one hundred and sixteen table, and five hundred and fifty-nine
rose diamonds.

From the upper part of the arches are suspended four large
pendant pear-shaped pearls, with rose diamond caps, containing
twelve rose diamonds, and stems containing twenty-four very
small rose diamonds. Above the arch stands the mound, con-
taining in the lower hemisphere three hundred and four brilliants,
and in the upper two hundred and forty-four brilliants; the zone
and arc being composed of thirty-three rose diamonds. The
cross on the summit has a rose-cut sapphire in the centre, sur-
rounded by four large brilliants, and one hundred and cight
smaller brilliants.

Summary of Jewels comprised in the Crown.

1 Large ruby irregularly polished.
1 Large broad-spread sapphire.
16 Sapphires.
11 Emeralds,
4 Rubies.
1363 Brilliant diamonds.
1273 Rose diamonds.
147 Table diamonds.
4 Drop-shaped pearls.
273 Pearls,



