A NOTE ON THE NAME “BATTERSEA.”
BY ARTHUR BONNER.

HE “ Peter’s-ey” etymology, suggested by Camden
and Lysons, and accepted n Taylors "Words

and Places” and elsewhere, was conjectured on the
strength of the one-time ownership of the manor by
Westminster Abbey (which was dedicated to St. Peter)
and without any apparent thought as to its philological
possibility or of the existence in early records of the
actual original.

Aubrey, writing about 1670, says: “ Battersea, or
Patresey, i.e., Patricii Insula, perhaps once the resfdence
of St. Patrick.” I have not been able to verify Aubrey’s
alternative form, “ Patresey,” from the various records
I have searched; and if he was not simply imagining it
and had actually seen 1t, I should judge it to be an
accidental mis-spelling.’

The well-known derivation from Patrick 1s
apparently confirmed by  the spelling  of the
name 1in Domesday, where it appears as Patricesy.
The inittal P of the Domesday form appears
in three other MSS. of the eleventh and twelfth
centuries; and in two of these the name 1is also
spelt with a B. The Norman scribes of Domesday,
however, are not reliable guides for the spelling of
English names, as is well known; and other MSS. of
the Norman period also need checking.

Fortunately, the name appears in three pre-Con-
quest charters, and the existing copies of these give us
the personal name Badric, Batric, Badoric,

b4

! Probably in 14th century. See * Iézltresey, 1385, below.
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and the sense is clearly Badric’s island. We have
Jadoric or Baderic in the original name of Bury
St. Edmunds, which was in A.p. 945 Baderics worth
(=Bazderic’s farm), as we learn from King Ed-
mund’s charter to the monastery®; and Bethersden in
Kent apparently contains it also, as its medizeval form
of Beatrichesden® indicates. The correct or earlier form
of the name was Beaduric.'

I give here the list of the forms of the name which I
have extracted from various contemporary sources, and
the dates of their appearance. These sources are speci-
fied in the five earliest cases, i.e., up to Domesday ; the
later forms are from the MSS. in the British
Museum and at Westminster Abbey, and from the
Calendars of Feet of Fines, Testa de Neville, P.R.O.
Deeds, Patent Rolls, London Wills and Letter Books
(R. R. Sharpe), etc; the figures in parentheses following
these indicate the number of instances 1 have noted
where 1t 1s more than one or two. The spellings in
italics are accidental or erroneous.

My grouping of the medieeval forms—and also my
inscrtion of a hyphen between the current form of the
personal name and the -eye, where the latter varies
in spelling—is intended to aid the reading of the evolu-
tionary stages given below.

Badrices ege, and Batrices ege, 693. [Charter, “Bishop
Agelric”” to Westminster Abbey; a XIIth century
copy at Abbey, facsimile at Brit. Mus.; printed
in Birch’s ““Cartularium Saxonicum,”’” 1, 110.]

* Printed from the Abbey Registers (XIIth century), in

Birch, it, 564.

* Register of Feudal Aids, 1316.
* Searle’s “‘Onomasticon Anglo-Saxonicum.”
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Badoricesheah, 693-5. |Ercnwald’s gift to Barking
Abbey, MS. Cotton Vespasian A ix (medizval
copy); in Birch 1, 123.]

Batriceseie, ¢. 957. [Extent of the Manor, on a grant by
King Edwy. A copy (X1lth century ?) at West-
munster; in Birch 11, 189.]

Batricesele and Patnccsela, 1067 . [\Vm I to Westminster
Abbey. B.M. charter Cotton vi, 3.]

Patricesy, c. 1086, [Domesday.]

Patricesey, ¢. 1100; Patricheseia, 1150, 1199.

Badericheseie, 1198.

Badriches-hee, 1203; -cy, -eye, 1204 to 1250 (4).

Badrigesee, ¢. 1250; Badrecheshegh, 1255;
Baudriches-¢, -eye, -eghe: 1263 (5)-

Batriches-eye, -cy: 1150 to 1506 (33); -hee, 1200; -c, 1235;

~weye, 1203 ; -sepe, 1308 ; -ay, 1450;
Betrecheseye, 1241; Batrecheshegh, 1255 (2);
Batrickhishey, 1387 ; Batrycheseye, 1430.
Batrichs-ey, 1109; -aye, 1356, -e, 1414.
Batrychsey, 1372; Batrichhey, 13;0.
Baterecheshegh, 1255; Batericheseye, 1204, 1305;
Bathericheseye, 1359, Bateryccheseye, 1425.

Batriseye, 1305; Batreseye, 1385 (2);

Brateseye, 1386; Batrysheye, 1306; Batrishey, 1407;

Baters-ey, -eye: 15th century (g); Batirsey, 1481.

Batteseye, 1429.

Battersey, 1502, and onwards.
Battersaye and Battrychsey, 1553.
Battersea, 1670 and onwards.

The evolution of the name has been along normal
lines, and its stages may be thus indicated :—
In the personal name Beaduric, later Badric,
the d early sharpens to 7, but survives in occasional
use until the 13th century;
the final ¢ (hard) becomes palatalised (ch) by the 12th
century (see Mr. Stevenson’s note below), and it remains
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thus until 1ts disappcarance—a gradual process which
extends over about two centuries, 1.c., from 1365, the
first appearance of Batrt’s cyc, to 1560, the last appear-
ance of Batrichesey ;

the genitive case ending in ¢s shortens to s (Batrich’s ey,

1199, ctc.), and loses 1ts cexistence as a syllable, as
usual;

in the second syllable, r and the vowel become trans-
posed—or ¢ develops out of 7 and the next vowel drops;
the 7 finally doubles.

The temporary sharpening of the initial B to P in the
Norman period 1s obviously a passing aberration which
did not obtain currency.

The sufix [sounded as -ca (two syllables), written in
medieval Latinised documents as -cza or -cic] becomes
-ey n the ordinary course, and 1s finally written -ea

(one svlable): -/ey, -fice, and -fegh are vagaries dating
from the Norman period.

It will be noticed that the name loses two syllables during

its development from Badricesege (five syllables) to Batter-
sca.

Mr. W. H. btephcnbon M A of St. John's College,
Oxford, the distinguished auth()rltv on our early docu-
ments (¢ D1p10mat1(s ) and on Place Names, has
favoured me with the following note, on seeing a proot
of the above. * Battersea is undoubtedly derived from
Beadurices-ieg, later -ig.  Tn the south -77¢ was palata-
lised and so produced the pronunciation of our word
“rich.” The collision of this with the -s of the reduced
gen. -es i a scceondarv-aceented position accounts for
the sound- development. By about 1000 the # of the
first part of the compound was slurred to an obscure
vowel represented by ¢, and Baderic therefore hardly
differed from Badrl( (with trilled 7). .. In the sufhx
-ieg, dative -ige;” ¢ was a palatal reprcsenting an
<>r101nal 7 (e, I nOhsh Y ).”

= 1‘~land \\dtcr\ Lmd -eg was a Mercian and \nfr]mn forn.



